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FACT SHEET

TITLE: Amend Chapter 8 of the City of Lincoln Drainage Criteria Manual by replacing the
existing Chapter 8 with new provisions. 

APPLICANT: Public Works and Utilities

OPPONENTS: Unknown

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: For

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED: None

REASON FOR LEGISLATION: To amend Chapter 8 of the City of Lincoln Drainage Criteria
Manual by replacing the existing chapter 8 with new provisions for the purposes of providing
requirements and criteria to manage water quality from rainfall amounts to diminish adverse
impacts to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of Lincoln.

DISCUSSION

1. The full version of these proposed text amendments; the new Title 28.03; revisions to the
Design Standards 2.05, Sections 1, 3 and 10; and revisions to the Drainage Criteria Manual
Chapter 8 may be found on the internet at lincoln.ne.gov, keyword ‘Clean Water Program’

2. These proposed text amendments address requirements of the National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) as enforced by the Environmental Protection Agency and the
Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, and have been developed through a cooperative
process involving affected stakeholders.

3. A Mayor’s Clean Water Program Task Force was convened and met in 2012 with two follow
up meetings in 2013.  The Task Force recommendations are in the Task Force final report dated
November 2012.  The final report as well as other supporting material including task force
members, meeting notes, etc may be on the internet at lincoln.ne.gov, keyword ‘Clean Water
Program’. 

4. The Mayor’s Clean Water Program Task Force consisted of 18 members that were a cross
section of the affected community.  Those members representing groups (e.g. LIBA, HBAL,
ACEC, etc) were selected and forwarded by those groups to the Mayor as recommended
members to be included in the Task Force.

5. Draft ordinances (Title 28.03) and associated revisions to the Design Standards and Drainage
Criteria Manual were made in 2013.



6. Presentations and discussions were held with various groups in 2013 (e.g. technical meetings
with consultant engineers, ad hoc group consisting of Chamber, LIBA, HBAL and Realtors) on
the Task Force recommendations and the draft Ordinances, Design Standards and Drainage
Criteria Manual.

7. Based upon the above meetings and discussions, revisions were made.  These revisions are
reflected in the proposed Ordinance, Design Standards and Drainage Criteria Manual.

8. Significant changes made and incorporated into the proposed Ordinance, Design Standards
and Drainage Criteria Manual include the following:

- Reduction in the percentile storm event to be managed for water quality.  The Task
Force recommended treating 90% (1.25" and less) and 80% (0.83" and less) of all rainfall
events for developments and redevelopments respectively.  These recommendations were
revised  to managing 80% and 70% (0.62" and less) of all rainfall events for
developments and redevelopments respectively.
- Increase in the effective date of the ordinance from the Task Force recommend one year
to two years (i.e. February 1, 2016). 
- Revisions to provide examples and an opt out option for property owners related to
property owner inspections and maintenance.
- Revisions to provide more detail and flexibility on waivers, credits and long term
maintenance concerns.

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE: Yes
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