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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Section 27.69.320 of the Lincoln Municipal Code1

relating to nonconforming signs by adding provisions allowing a nonconforming off-premises sign2

to be replaced without being brought into compliance with the zoning code sign regulations under3

limited circumstances; and repealing Section 27.69.320 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto4

existing.5

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:6

Section 1.  That Section 27.69.320 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to7

read as follows:8

27.69.320 Nonconforming Signs.  9

(a) All nonconforming signs shall be brought into compliance when one or more of the10

following occurs: 11

(a 1) When a the sign is damaged by accident or act of God or when any part is12

damaged  by any means in excess of fifty sixty percent of its replacement value at the time such13

damage occurs. 14

(b 2) When a change or replacement of part of the sign structure occurs. When15

normal maintenance or modifications exceed 25% of the value of the sign structure, except as16

otherwise permitted in subsection (b) below. 17

(c 3) When the sign is required to be moved because of a local, state, or federal18

project, except as otherwise permitted in subsection (b) below. 19

(d 4) When a painted wall sign is repainted.  20
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Face changes will be allowed to a nonconforming sign.  1

(b) Notwithstanding the above, the owner of a nonconforming off-premises sign with2

multiple stack, or side-by-side faces in one direction, may replace said sign provided that:3

(1) The replacement sign shall have not less than 200 square feet nor more than4

300 square feet per face.5

(2) The replacement sign shall have a single back-to-back faces configuration.6

Faces on individual structures shall be generally consistent in size.7

(3) The sign structure for the replacement sign shall utilize a monopole design8

that is structurally rated to accommodate the replacement sign.9

(4) The new sign structure shall not exceed an overall height of 30 feet, including10

any downlit light fixtures.11

(5) The sign face height for the replacement sign shall not exceed 28 feet, except12

that the Planning Director may approve up to five feet of additional height provided that the13

replacement sign’s visibility is restricted to a greater degree than the existing sign face, which in the14

case of an existing sign with stacked faces means the lower sign face, and provided further that the15

increased height does not adversely affect public health, safety, or general welfare.16

(6) If the replacement sign is illuminated by reflected lighting, the lighting shall17

be provided by downlighting methods or in accordance with digital lighting regulations if a digital18

display face is utilized.19

(7) The replacement sign shall be located a minimum distance of 150 feet from20

a residential district, park or cemetery when facing such district, park or cemetery.21

(8) The replacement sign will be installed within 180 days of the removal of the22

existing off-premises sign being replaced.23
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(9) Two square feet of face area for every one square foot of face area installed1

on the replacement sign as viewed from one side shall be removed from the Director of Building and2

Safety’s registration of nonconforming off-premises signs removed after January 10, 2000, except3

that if a digital face is utilized, four square feet of sign area (rather than face area) shall be deducted4

for every one square foot of sign area in the replacement sign.5

(10) The Planning Director may approve an alternate location for the replacement6

sign on the same site or on an adjacent site within 150 feet of the existing site provided that the7

alternate sign location is located no closer to the street right-of-way, does not result in increasing8

any nonconformity with the siting limitations in Section 27.69.035(b), does not significantly increase9

the visual impact on any nearby residential properties or otherwise adversely affect public health,10

safety or general welfare.11

Section  2.  That Section 27.69.320 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto12

existing be and the same is hereby repealed.13

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its14

passage and publication according to law.15
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