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FACTSHEET

TITLE: STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 01010,
requested by Lancaster County School District 001, to
vacate South 22nd Street from the north line of “J” Street
to the south line of the east-west alley in Block 4,
McMurtry’s Addition, between South 21st Street and
South 22nd Street.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan, with conditions of
approval. 

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: July 11, 2001 
Administrative Action: July 11, 2001

RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance with the
Comprehensive Plan, with conditions of approval (7-0:
Krieser, Newman, Duvall, Carlson, Steward, Schwinn
and Bayer voting ‘yes’; Hunter and Taylor absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The purpose of the proposed street vacation is to construct a parking lot for Lincoln Public Schools on the vacated
right-of-way.  

2. The staff recommendation to find the proposed street vacation to be in conformance with the 1994 Lincoln City-
Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, with conditions of approval, is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on
p.2-3.

3. The minutes of the public hearing before the Planning Commission are found on p.5-6.

4. There was no testimony in opposition.

5. The Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to find the proposed street
vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

6. The conditions of approval required to be completed prior to scheduling this application on the City Council
agenda have been submitted by the applicant and approved by the reviewing departments.

7. The applicant must comply with the provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code prior to any action
by the City Council.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: September 17, 2001

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: September 17, 2001

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\FSV01010/jlw
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

P.A.S.:  Street and Alley Vacation #01010 DATE:   June 26, 2001

PROPOSAL: Larry Hennings, on behalf of Lincoln Public Schools (Lancaster County School District
001) has requested the vacation of South 22nd Street from the north line of “J” Street to the
south line of the east-west alley in Block 4, McMurtry’s Addition between South 21st Street
and South 22nd Street, located in the N1/2 of Section 25, Township 10 North, Range 6 East
of the 6th P.M., Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska.
 

GENERAL INFORMATION:

APPLICANT: Larry Hennings
Lincoln Public Schools (Lancaster County School District 001)
800 South 24th Street
Lincoln, NE 68510

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: South 22nd Street from the north line of “J” Street to the south line of the east-
west alley in Block 4, McMurtry’s Addition between South 21st Street and South 22nd Street, located in the
N1/2 of Section 25, Township 10 North, Range 6 East of the 6th P.M., Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska.

SIZE: 11,360 square feet, more or less

EXISTING ZONING: The property to the east of the street is zoned P Public Use and the property to the
west of the proposed vacation is zoned R-6 Residential.

EXISTING LAND USE: Public street.

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE: The P Public Use Lincoln High School is east and south of
the proposed vacation, and R-6 Residential zoned LPS property is directly west of the proposed vacation. 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Land Use Map shows the land west of the proposed
vacation as Urban Residential and the land to the east as Public and Semi-Public. Neither S. 22nd Street
nor “J” Street are shown in the Existing or Future Functional Street and Road Classification.

ANALYSIS:

1. The applicant states that this application is to construct a parking lot for Lincoln Public School on
the vacated right-of-way. The applicant will construct a cul-de-sac for “J” Street, which will
become a dead end if this vacation is approved.

2. The Department of Public Works and Utilities reports that Peoples Natural Gas have a 4 inch gas
main in the area of the proposed vacation. Lincoln Electric System responded that there is
potential for future facilities in the area. Public Works and Utilities recommends that a permanent
easement be retained over the entire vacated area. 

3. The Department of Public Works and Utilities reports that they have “...some concerns with this
vacation. By vacating adjacent only the south half of this right-of-way it allows the potential for
through traffic to try and access ‘J’ Street to the south. The public right-of-way would dead end into
a parking lot and force traffic to turn around in the school parking lot or use the alley to the west of
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22nd Street. Public Works’ recommendation would be to vacate South 22nd Street from the south
line of ‘K’ Street to the north line of ‘J’ Street.”

4. However, the Department of Public Works and Utilities states that they “...will recommend
approval with a recommendation that LPS be responsible for snow removal in the remaining
public right-of-way of 22nd Street and that the design of the parking lot entrance paving and signing
at the south line of the alley be approved by Public Works. It is also noted that if 22nd Street is
vacated and access eliminated between ‘J’ Street and Capitol Parkway traffic patterns around
Lincoln High School will be changed. Congestion will increase at 21st Street.”

5. The lot north of the alley on the west side of the street is in private ownership. If the South 22nd

Street right-of-way north of the alley were vacated, the owners would require an access easement
to use their driveway. 

6. The Capitol Environs Commission has issued a Certificate of “no material effect” concerning the
Lincoln Public Schools application to demolish the apartment building at the NW corner of South
22nd and “J” Street as part of their conceptual master plan for the area. The conceptual master
plan depicted the southern portion of South 22nd Street as a parking lot.

7. An executive order will be required to build the proposed cul-de-sac turnaround proposed at the
dead end of “J” Street.

8. Public Works and Utilities recommends that a landscape screen be placed between the new
parking lot and “J” Street. As an entity with the power of eminent domain, Lincoln Public Schools is
not obligated to comply with City of Lincoln Design Standards. The provision of landscape
screening can be made a condition of approval.

9. The Real Estate Department has yet to appraise the area of proposed vacation.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The proposed vacation conforms with the 1994 Comprehensive
Plan.

Conditional Approval

1. Before the vacation request is scheduled on the City Council agenda the following shall be
completed:

1.1 The applicant shall sign an agreement with the City to install the landscape screen
approved by the Planning Department within two years of the approval of this vacation.
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1.2 The applicant shall submit a parking lot design and signing scheme satisfactory to the
Department of Public Works and Utilities.

1.3 The applicant shall sign an agreement with the City indicating that Lincoln Public Schools
shall be responsible for snow removal on the remaining portion of S. 22nd Street.

1.4 The applicant shall submit a parking lot layout satisfactory to the Department of Public
Works and Utilities.

2. This approves the vacation of South 22nd Street from the north line of “J” Street to the south line of
the east-west alley in Block 4, McMurtry’s Addition between South 21st Street and South 22nd

Street, located in the N1/2 of Section 25, Township 10 North, Range 6 East of the 6th P.M., Lincoln,
Lancaster County, Nebraska.

3. The City retains a permanent utility easement over the entire vacated area.

4. The applicant shall build a cul-de-sac and replace curb returns on “J” Street.

Prepared by:

Jason Reynolds
Planning Department
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STREET VACATION NO. 01010

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: July 11, 2001

Members present: Krieser, Newman, Duvall, Steward, Schwinn and Bayer; Carlson, Taylor and
Hunter absent.

Planning staff recommendation: A finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan and
conditional approval.

Proponents:

1.  Jeanette Stull appeared on behalf of Lincoln Public Schools, which is requesting that the
south half of the block between 21st Street and 22nd Street be vacated.  LPS has acquired a lot
adjacent to this area.  The property being vacated and the lot purchased would be turned into a
parking lot.  Stull acknowledged that Public Works has expressed some concern.  They would
prefer that LPS vacate the entire 22nd Street because they do not want 22nd to look like a through
street when it is not.  However, LPS is not in a position to vacate all of 22nd Street because there is
a property owner with a residence on the north half of the block with a garage needing access off
22nd Street.  It would be cleaner to vacate the south part at this time, and then later on down the
road, if LPS is able to acquire the residence, LPS would be amenable to vacating all of 22nd

Street.  

Stull pointed out that Public Works has asked LPS to make some changes such as “no outlet”
signage, putting in some landscape barriers, snow removal, narrowing the entryway into the
parking lot, etc., and LPS is willing to do these things in order to accommodate this project.

Newman noted that the buses used to come in off 21st to J.  Will they continue to do that?  Will the
cul-de-sac be large enough for buses?  Larry Hennings, Facilities Supervisor for LPS, advised that
the buses will continue to come into that point to drop off students.  These buses are generally
special education buses and smaller buses and the radius is large enough even for the transport
buses.  

Newman asked whether LPS is taking over this entire block or whether there are still homes along
J Street.  Hennings advised that there continue to be four apartment houses along J Street with
access off J Street and off the alley in the back.  The alley is paved between K and J.  Steward then
commented that a net practical effect would be if someone turned off K onto 22nd, they have a
paved outlet through the alley.  Hennings concurred, further offering that this proposal has gone
through the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission and the long range plan would eliminate the
big parking lot in front of the school.  The whole scheme is to tie in with the Antelope Valley project
and development, making the front of Lincoln High look different than it does now.  
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Newman concluded that everyone will have to come in on 22nd and back out on 22nd.  They won’t go
back behind on J Street to get in and out.  Stull advised that LPS would be cutting off the corner of J
Street and 22nd Street.  It would only be used for buses and drop-off.  

There was no testimony in opposition.

Public hearing was closed.

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: July 11, 2001

Carlson moved to approve the Planning staff recommendation, seconded by Krieser and carried 7-
0: Krieser, Newman, Duvall, Carlson, Steward, Schwinn and Bayer voting ‘yes’; Hunter and Taylor
absent.
































