Roger T. Larson
Community Leader

Born: October 28, 1925 on a farm
near the Swedish community of Wausa,
fNebraska

Parents: Ted and Alveds Larson, both
offspring ol Swedish immigrants

Siblings: Older brothars Russell and
Robert, younger sister
Marityn

Education: Attended onesroom schoolhouse, B.A. in Business
Administeation, University of Nebraska

Fenl jobi: University of NebraskaLlincoln Student Union, KFUR Radio,
Bosrd of Dirscrors of Weils Fargo

Volunteer Highlights: in the past 50 years, Roger has served on
the hoards of more than 40 organizatians In Lincoln; often a$ president.
These Include Bryan LGH, Lincoln Public Schooals Foundation, Downtown
Lingoln Assuciatian, Junior Achievament, Lincain Children's Museum,
Lincain Food Bank, YMCA snd Uniced Way.

Rest of tha Story: Alter a stint in the Air Force neer the
conclusion af VWWII, Roger attended UNL on the Gl bill; a fateful
decision hecause at UNL he met his future wite, Shirley Lalin, After s
whirlwind ramance, they married in 1250,

Hoger and Shirley wastad no time establishing & family and sestling into
the Lincoln community. His volunteer effort with the Lincoln Jaycess
caught the eve of Lincaln radio executive Dick Ghapin, who offered him a
jols in sales at KFQR in 1953.

With Shirley's support and management af tha home, Roger's career
ficurished, Quring the next 40 years, ha built an incredible pales

staft Gay Cale, Vinge Gollurs, Roger Dodson, Red Abels, and an on-air
stafl, including Brad Hartman, Scott Young, Cathy Biythe, Dale Johnsan,
Ward dacobson and Chuck Stevens that made KFOR the dominant radia
statian in the area.

Dufining Momaent: In 1984, Roger suffered s massive heart. sttack.
After miraculausly beating the adds and surviving the night, doctors told
Shirley that he might live another tive years, Incredibly, he went on ta
thrive and devate himself to his femily and Lingoln community.

Second career: Roger retired from KFOR in 1991, capping a
39.year carger. In 1993, Jim Stuart, Jr, asked him to join the statf
at the National Bank of Cammerce, now Wells Fargo.

Farnily: Roger and Shirley have thrge grown children and five
grandechildren. Ted and Susie Larson are parents of 3-year-old Uta

and expscting their sscond child in June, Tomn's childran are 18yearold
Kalie and 14-year-gid Will, Susan end Rich Rodenburg ere parents of
Max, 10, and Juck 7.

As Roger Sees It...

" Ragsr harsan says ha feels very fortunate to have coms ta Linceln,

firat to the University, then to five and work, His attitude toward
community invalvement is rooted in his Swedish family heritage.
He simply helieves it is his duty and responsibility to work to improve

his community and society in general, and ta mskae things hetter for
{uture generations.

"Thrue things have been impartent in my fe-my family,
my wark, and my civic duty. My fondast hope is that
I will ba remuraberald as sormeone
whu oontributed Lo tha genaral sdvancement
of the quatity of life in Lincoln, snd gead exanple
far iy family and others ta follow”
-Roper T. Larson, May 2001




