
City Council Introduction: Monday, October 14, 2002
Public Hearing: Monday, October 21, 2002, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 02-155

FACTSHEET

TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 76HP, requested by the
Sigma Phi Epsilon Foundation of Nebraska, to designate
the Sigma Phi Epsilon (“Sig Ep”) House at 601 No. 16th

Street, as a Landmark. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 10/02/02
Administrative Action: 10/02/02

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (7-0: Carlson, Larson,
Duvall, Newman, Bills-Strand, Taylor and Schwinn voting
‘yes’; Krieser and Steward absent). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The staff recommendation to approve the proposed Landmark Designation is based upon the “Analysis” as set
forth on p.3-4, concluding that designation of the Sigma Phi Epsilon House as a Landmark appears to be
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and with Chapter 27.57 of the Zoning Ordinance (Historic Preservation
District).

2. The Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing and voted unanimously to recommend approval.  The
Preservation Guidelines are found on p.17-27.

3. On October 2, 2002, this application was placed on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and opened
for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak. 

4. On October 2, 2002, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to
recommend approval.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: October 7, 2002

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: October 7, 2002

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2002\CZ.76HP
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P.A.S.: Change of Zone #76HP DATE: September 20, 2002
Landmark District Designation

PROPOSAL: The Sigma Phi Epsilon Foundation of Nebraska has requested landmark
designation for the Sigma Phi Epsilon (“Sig Ep”) House at 601 N. 16th Street.

CONCLUSION: Designation of the Sigma Phi Epsilon House as a Landmark appears to be
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and with Chapter 27.57 of the Zoning
Code (Historic Preservation District). 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The east 120 feet of Lot 20 and the north 20 feet of the east 120 feet of Lot
21 of Little’s Subdivision, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska, (SW 1/4 Sect 24-T10N-R6E).

LOCATION: West side of N. 16th Street, between S and U Streets.

APPLICANT: Sigma Phi Epsilon Foundation of Nebraska 
601 N. 16th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508 
(402)493-2185

CONTACT: Jeramie Swanson, President
601 N. 16th St.
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402)493-2185

EXISTING ZONING: R-7 (Residential) and P (Public Use).

SIZE: 14,400 square feet, more or less. 

EXISTING LAND USE: Fraternity house.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: P (Public Use–University of Nebraska and related
services) to west and south; R-7 (Residential, used by sorority and fraternity houses)  to north and  east.
The surrounding land is predominantly used for student housing in the form of “Greek” chapter houses
or student services such as religious centers for students. 

HISTORY: This fraternity house was built in 1929 at the height of “Greek” house construction on the
east and south edges of the expanding UNL campus.  The “Greek Row” area was recognized as a
historic district listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1997.
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UTILITIES: This area is served by all City utilities.

PUBLIC SERVICE: This area is served by all City public services.

ESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS:
This fraternity house stands on North 16th Street in the heart of Greek Row.  Designation as a landmark
would implement Preservation Guidelines and design review of exterior changes, assisting the house
association in maintaining the historic and architectural character of the house.

ALTERATIVE USES:
Approval of this application would not change the permitted uses in the zoning districts.

ANALYSIS:

1. Lincoln Municipal Code, section 27.57.120 provides for designation of landmarks that are
“Associated with events, person, or persons who have made a significant contribution to the
history, heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of
Nebraska, or the United States" or that “Represent a distinctive architectural style or
innovation..."

2. The Historic Preservation Commission held a public hearing on this matter and voted
unanimously to recommend that the Sigma Phi Epsilon House be recognized as a Lincoln
Landmark for its architectural character as a design by Lincoln architects Miller and Craig, who
designed several of the “Greek” chapter houses on the UNL campus. The house is a strong
example of Tudor Revival architecture, with a particularly sensitive addition to the northeast
designed in 1967 by Lincoln architects Clark, Enersen, Olson, Burroughs, and Thomson.  The
house is also significant for its historic association with the establishment of a concentrated
area of “Greek” chapter houses at UNL.

3. Preservation guidelines for the proposed landmark are attached.  They are based on the
Secretary of the Interiors Standards and Guidelines for historic preservation and rehabilitation,
which are also the guidelines used in the Haymarket Landmark District.

4. The application is enclosed.

5. The owners are requesting landmark designation for the protection of the house, and to benefit
by the review of Historic Preservation Commission of any future changes to the building.
Furthermore, the University of Nebraska Foundation is collaborating with individual house
corporations to develop dedicated funds through which donors can assist in the preservation
of specific chapter houses.   The Foundation encourages landmark designation, in order that
the appropriateness of funded work on chapter houses be reviewed. This designation therefore
allows the City to use its existing historic preservation program and procedures to partner with
the property owner and the University Foundation.



-4-

6. The listing of Greek Row Historic District on the National Register in 1997 recognizes its
historic and architectural significance, but lends little protection except in the case of federal
undertakings.  This voluntary application for Lincoln Landmark designation offers more
substantial protection.  Five other fraternity or sorority houses in Greek Row are already
designated as local landmarks. 

7. The 2025 Comprehensive Plan includes a strategy to “Continue efforts to inventory, research,
evaluate and celebrate the full range of historic resources throughout Lancaster County,
collaborating with individuals, associations, and institutions, and designating landmarks and
districts through the local preservation ordinance and the National Register of Historic Places.”

Prepared by:

Edward F. Zimmer, Ph. D.
Historic Preservation Planner
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 76HP

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: October 2, 2002

Members present: Carlson, Duvall, Larson, Newman, Schwinn, Bills-Strand and Taylor; Krieser and
Steward absent. 

The Consent agenda consisted of the following items: Change of Zone No. 76HP; Special Permit
No. 1987; Special Permit No. 1982, SUNSHINE HILLS COMMUNITY UNIT PLAN; Preliminary
Plat No. 02015, SUNSHINE HILLS; Final Plat No. 02005, I-80 BUSINESS PARK ADDITION;
Final Plat No. 02017, HARTLAND HOMES EAST 8TH ADDITION; Final Plat No. 02026, NORTH
HILLS 3RD ADDITION; Final Plat No. 02031, ALDERWOOD ADDITION; Comprehensive Plan
Conformance No. 02010; and Waiver of Design Standards No. 02018.

Duvall moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Larson and carried 7-0: Carlson, Duvall,
Larson, Newman, Schwinn, Bills-Strand and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Krieser and Steward absent.

Note: This is final action on Special Permit No. 1987, I-80 Business Park Addition Final Plat No.
02005, Hartland Homes East 8th Addition Final Plat No. 02017, North Hills 3 rd Addition Final Plat No.
02026 and Alderwood Addition Final Plat No. 02031, unless appealed to the City Council by filing a
letter of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.








































