
City Council Introduction: Monday, November 4, 2002
Public Hearing: Monday, November 18, 2002, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 02R-257

FACTSHEET

TITLE: SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1692B, an amendment
to the WILDERNESS RIDGE GOLF COURSE special
permit, requested by Kent Seacrest on behalf of
Wilderness Ridge, L.L.C., to allow the sale of alcoholic
beverages for consumption on the premises, on property
generally located southwest of the intersection of South
27th Street and Yankee Hill Road. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda, 10/16/02
Administrative Action: 10/16/02

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval (9-0:
Carlson, Duvall, Krieser, Larson, Newman, Schwinn,
Steward, Bills-Strand and Taylor voting ‘yes’).

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The staff recommendation of conditional approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3, concluding
that this request is consistent with the amendments proposed by Change of Zone No. 3382, which amends the
Zoning Ordinance to allow the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises at golf courses and country clubs
as an allowed accessory use upon receiving a building permit. 

2. On October 16, 2002, this application was placed on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and
opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak. 

3. The Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 9-0 to recommend conditional
approval, as set forth in the staff report dated October 2, 2002.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: October 28, 2002

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: October 28, 2002

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2002\SP.1692B
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Special Permit #1692B DATE: October 2, 2002
Wilderness Ridge Golf Course 

SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: October 16, 2002  

PROPOSAL: An amendment to the special permit for Wilderness Ridge Golf Course to add
a note to the plan stating the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on
the premises is included as part of the permit.

CONCLUSION: This request is consistent with the amendments proposed by CZ#3382 which
amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow the sale of alcohol for consumption on
the premises at golf courses and country clubs as an allowed accessory use
upon receiving a special permit.

RECOMMENDATION:             Conditional Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: See attached legal description.

LOCATION: Southwest of the intersection of South 27th Street and Yankee Hill Road.

APPLICANT/
OWNER: Wilderness Ridge, L.L.C.

PO Box 22296
Lincoln, NE 68542-2296
(402) 421-1627

CONTACT: Kent Seacrest
1111 Lincoln Mall Suite 350
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 435-6000

EXISTING ZONING: R-3 Residential with a special permit for a recreational facility.

EXISTING LAND USE: Golf course with a club house.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: Vacant (residential under development) R-3
South: Agricultural Production AG
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East: Agricultural Production AG
West: Wilderness Park AG

HISTORY: SP#1692 was approved on September 10, 1997 to allow Wilderness Ridge Golf
Course.

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: CZ#3382 - This application is a text amendment to the Zoning
Ordinance to allow the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises at golf courses and country
clubs as an allowed accessory use upon receiving a special permit.

ANALYSIS:

1. This application was submitted with CZ#3382, and if approved will allow a note to be added
to the plans for the Wilderness Ridge Golf Course stating that the sale of alcohol  for
consumption on the premises is allowed as an accessory use to the golf course.    

2.  CZ#3382 proposes amendments that revise two sections in the Zoning Ordinance to clearly
state that on-sale alcohol is allowed as an accessory use to a golf course or country club. 
The first revision is to LMC Section 27.63.130 Permitted Special Use: Recreational Facility. 
This revision allows the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises as an accessory
use to a golf course or country club as part of the special permit for a recreational facility 
provided the applicable locational requirements of Section 27.63.680 have been met or
waived by City Council.

3. The second amendment revises LMC Section 27.63.680 Permitted Special Use: Sale of
Alcoholic Beverages for Consumption on the Premises.  The amendment to the preamble of
this section allows on-sale alcohol as an accessory use to a golf course or country club to be
approved as part of the special permit for the facility.  This allows the on-sale of alcohol to
be reviewed concurrently with the recreational facility eliminating the need for a separate
special permit.  The second sentence of this amendment requires that a special permit be
approved to allow the sale of alcohol in the districts where either recreational facilities are
allowed by right, or the facility is a pre-existing use.  

4. The amendment to Section 27.63.680 goes on to modify sub-paragraph (c) by replacing
‘licensed premises’ with ‘designated area specified in a license issued under the Nebraska
Liquor Control Act’, and adds the exception that the setback from a residential district is not
applicable where such use is accessory to a golf course or country club.  This provision
attempts to further define that the clubhouse is used for purposes of measuring separation
distance, and not greens and fairways.  This accommodates those golf courses and country
clubs that are located in residential districts and as a result cannot maintain the 100'
separation.

5.  If approved, this amendment is consistent with CZ#3382, and will result in a note being
added to the plan for Wilderness Ridge Golf Course stating that the sale of alcohol for
consumption on the premises is allowed as an accessory use.  No other changes are
requested.
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OTHER DEPARTMENT REVIEWS:

Police: No objections.  This review notes that historically the Police Department has not
encountered problems on golf courses where alcohol is sold.

CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. This approval permits the sale of alcohol for consumption on the premises as an accessory
use to the Wilderness Ridge Golf Course subject to the approval of Change of Zone #3382.

General:

2. The permittee shall submit a final plan including 5 copies.

Standard:

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

3.1 The site plan accompanying this permit shall be the basis for all interpretations of
setbacks, yards, locations of buildings, location of parking and circulation elements,
and similar matters.

3.2 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the permittee,
its successors and assigns.

3.3 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk within 30
days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however, said 30-day
period may be extended up to six months by administrative amendment.  The clerk
shall file a copy of the resolution approving the special permit and the letter of
acceptance with the Register of Deeds, filling fees therefor to be paid in advance by
the applicant.

4. The site plan as approved with this resolution voids and supersedes all previously approved
site plans, however all resolutions approving previous permits remain in force unless
specifically amended by this resolution.

Prepared by:

Brian Will
Planner



-5-

SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1692B

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: October 16, 2002

Members present: Carlson, Duvall, Krieser, Larson, Newman, Schwinn, Steward, Bills-Strand and
Taylor.

The Consent agenda consisted of the following items: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 3380, CHANGE
OF ZONE NO. 3382, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 3383, SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1692B, SPECIAL
PERMIT NO. 1990 AND WAIVER OF DESIGN STANDARDS NO. 02021.

Item No. 1.3, Change of Zone No. 3383; Item No. 1.5a, Special Permit No. 1990 and Item No.
1.5b, Waiver of Design Standards No. 02021 were removed from the Consent Agenda and
scheduled for separate public hearing.  Steward moved to approve the remaining Consent
Agenda, seconded by Carlson.  Motion to approve carried 9-0: Carlson, Duvall, Krieser, Larson,
Newman, Schwinn, Steward, Bills-Strand and Taylor voting ‘yes’.    


























