
04-91 Introduce:  5-3-04

ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE repealing Sections 24.50.010, 24.50.020, 24.50.025, 24.50.030,1

24.50.040, 24.50.050, 24.50.060 and 24.50.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code, codified as Chapter2

24.50, Sewer Main and Water Main Systems on Private Property, to eliminate code provisions that3

are no longer applicable; amending Section 17.58.095 of the Lincoln Municipal Code relating to4

Private Wastewater Systems to eliminate a reference to said Chapter 24.50; and repealing Section5

17.58.095 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing6

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:7

Section 1.  That Chapter 24.50 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be and the same is8

hereby repealed in its entirety:9

24.50.010 Scope. 10

      Notwithstanding the provisions of the Lincoln Plumbing Code, private sewer and water main11

systems may be installed on private property in accordance with the provisions of this chapter;12

provided that nothing in this chapter shall preclude or prevent any private sewer main or private13

water main work from being installed as a part of the plumbing system by a City of Lincoln14

registered master plumber, when such main work is installed by a registered journeyman and15

registered apprentice plumber under proper permit, as provided in the Lincoln Plumbing Code,16

issued by the Administrative Authority, subject to continuous inspections by the Public Works and17

Utilities Department; and provided further, that all private water and sewer mains as those terms are18

hereinafter defined, shall, whether installed pursuant to the requirements of this chapter or pursuant19

to the provisions of the Plumbing Code of the City of Lincoln, meet the minimum specifications20

hereinafter set forth in Section 24.50.030.21
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24.50.020 Definitions. 1

 Private sanitary sewer main system shall mean the principal arteries of the system2

including all horizontal, vertical, or continuous piping located on private property and which receive3

waste discharge from house sewers. The private sanitary sewer main system shall not include the4

house sewer.5

Private water main system shall mean the principal arteries of the system including all6

horizontal, vertical, or continuous piping located on private property and which carry and/or7

distribute water to water supply piping. The private water main system shall not include the water8

supply piping.9

Private storm sewer main system shall mean the principal arteries of the system including10

all horizontal, vertical, or continuous piping, located on private property, which receives rain or11

storm water discharge from a building or premises. A private storm sewer main system may include12

a series of surface drains existing independent of a house storm sewer. The private storm sewer13

system shall not include the house storm sewer.14

Utility contractor shall mean and include any person, firm or corporation who shall be15

approved by the Director of Public Works and Utilities as qualified by experience in the construction16

and installation of sanitary sewer mains, private storm sewer mains, and/or private water mains and17

who has sufficient mechanical equipment and the qualified employees to construct and install the18

same in accordance with the provisions of this chapter and other applicable laws and ordinances. The19

Director of Public Works and Utilities shall evaluate all relevant information concerning a utility20

contractor including their financial responsibility before placing said utility contractor on the21

approved list. A current list of approved utility contractors shall be maintained in the office of the22

Director of Public Works and Utilities.23

24.50.025 Utility Contractors Authorized to Construct and Install Private Mains. 24

Subject to the requirements of this chapter, any utility contractor shall, as defined in Section25

24.50.020(d), be allowed to construct and install private sanitary sewer main, private water main,26

and private storm sewer systems.27
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24.50.030 Specifications, Materials, and Methods of Installation. 1

      The materials and methods of construction used in the installation of all private main systems,2

whether such installation is performed pursuant to this chapter or pursuant to the requirements of the3

Plumbing Code of the City of Lincoln, shall conform to the standards of quality and workmanship4

required by the city for such work as set forth in the Standard Specifications of the City of Lincoln,5

Nebraska printed in book form by the Department of Public Works and Utilities and all such private6

main systems shall further meet the following additional specifications: 7

(a)  All horizontal, vertical, or continuous piping for private sanitary sewer main systems8

shall have a minimum diameter of eight inches, and said systems shall be installed with manholes9

to be provided at a maximum interval of approximately 300 feet and/or at all points whereby the10

horizontal or vertical alignment of the sewer is changed and at the terminus of such system; 11

(b)  All horizontal, vertical, or continuous piping for private water main systems shall12

have a minimum diameter of six inches; 13

(c)  Sanitary sewer, water, and storm sewer mains shall be placed in public right-of-way14

or public easement; provided, however, sanitary sewer, water, and storm sewer main systems may15

be installed on private property if placed in the same area which would be public right-of-way or16

easement if the same were not on private property; and provided, further, that said mains shall not17

be placed closer than ten feet to the exterior wall of any building or mobile home unit, nor shall said18

mains be beneath any portion of any building or mobile home unit.19

24.50.040 Certificate of Insurance.  20

Before any approved utility contractor may be issued a permit to install any private sewer or21

water main system, such utility contractor shall be required to: 22

(a) At all times maintain public liability insurance coverage for all claims arising out of23

all work in the City of Lincoln and within three miles of the corporate limits thereof done by or under24

the supervision of the utility contractor under the provisions of this code.  Such insurance shall be25

in the form of a commercial or comprehensive general liability policy, or an acceptable substitute26

policy form as permitted by the City Attorney, with a minimum combined single limit of27
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$500,000.00 aggregate for any one occurrence on any job for which a permit is required under this1

code, provided the City of Lincoln shall be named an additional insured thereunder.  The coverages2

required herein shall be subject to review and approval by the City Attorney for conformance with3

the provisions of this section.4

(b) At all times keep on file with the Department of Public Works and Utilities a current5

certificate of insurance signed by a qualified agent of an insurance company licensed to do business6

in the State of Nebraska and approved by the City Attorney for conformance with the provisions of7

this section evidencing the existence of valid and effective policies of insurance naming the city as8

an additional insured for the coverage required by subsection (a) of this section, the limits of each9

policy, the policy number, the name of the insurer, the effective date and expiration date of each10

policy, the deductibles or self-insurance retainers of each policy, and a copy of an endorsement11

placed on each policy requiring thirty days notice by mail to the Department of Public Works and12

Utilities before the insurer may cancel the policy for any reason, and upon request of the Department13

of Public Works and Utilities or the City Attorney, a copy of any endorsements placed on such14

policies or the declarations page of such policies.15

Cancellation, reduction, or other termination of any insurance coverage required by this16

chapter shall constitute an automatic and immediate termination of the utility contractor's permit, and17

the contractor's privilege to be issued further permits under the provisions of this chapter shall be18

suspended until other insurance meeting the requirements herein required has been provided and is19

in full force and effect. 20

24.50.050 Permits and Inspections. 21

Subject to Section 24.50.010, no installation of any private sanitary sewer, private water22

main, or private storm sewer systems shall be made without first obtaining a written permit from the23

Director of Public Works and Utilities of the City of Lincoln. The application for such permit shall24

be in writing on a form furnished by the Director of Public Works and Utilities, shall be25

accompanied by a fee in the amount of five dollars, payable to the City of Lincoln, and shall be made26

jointly by the property owner or owners upon whose property the private main is to be installed and27
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by the utility contractor or utility contractors who will install the same. The application shall identify1

and describe the work to be covered by the permit and shall be accompanied by plans and2

specifications of sufficient clarity to fully and completely indicate the extent of the work involved3

on the proposed project including a complete description of the materials and construction methods4

proposed to be used thereon. In addition the application shall also contain an offer by the applicants5

which shall, contingent upon issuance of the desired permit, offer to enter into a written agreement6

between the utility contractor, the owner of the premises, and the City of Lincoln, whereby the7

applicants agree to: (1) reimburse the city for the actual cost of continuous on-site inspection and8

supervision of the project by the Public Works and Utilities Department; and (2)  to reimburse the9

City for the actual cost of any necessary engineering provided by the City on the project. 10

The Director of Public Works and Utilities shall cause the application, plans, and specifica-11

tions to be reviewed for compliance with applicable laws and ordinances, and special use permit12

requirements. Upon completion of such review, deposit of a bond or cash deposit sufficient to cover13

the estimated costs of inspection and/or engineering by the city, and execution by the parties of the14

agreement for on-site inspection, a permit for said private main work shall be issued to the utility15

contractor by the Director of Public Works and Utilities. The issuance or granting of a permit or the16

approval of plans and specifications shall not be construed to permit or approve any violation of any17

other law or ordinance of the City.18

24.50.060 Revocation of Permits; Stoppage of Work by Director of Public 19

Works and Utilities.20

Failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter or any other applicable laws and21

ordinances relating to the installation of sanitary sewer, water, or storm sewer mains shall be grounds22

for revocation of a permit and removal of the utility contractor from the approved list provided by23

Section 24.50.020(d). The Director of Public Works and Utilities is authorized to stop all work by24

a utility contractor which is in violation of this chapter or other applicable laws or ordinances,25

relating to the installation of sanitary sewer, water, or storm sewer mains, and said work shall not26

recommence until all violations are satisfactorily corrected.27



-6-

24.50.080     Violations. 1

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation upon whom a duty is placed by the2

provisions of this chapter to fail or neglect to comply with the provisions of this chapter. Each day's3

failure or neglect to comply with, or violation of this chapter shall be deemed a separate and distinct4

offense and shall be punishable as such. When the Director of Public Works and Utilities or the5

Administrative Authority is satisfied that any provision of this chapter has been violated or that any6

order or direction made pursuant to this chapter has not been carried out, or is being disregarded, he7

may notify the City Attorney and request that legal proceedings be instituted.8

Section 2.  That Section 17.58.095 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to read9

as follows:10

17.58.095 Private Wastewater Systems.  11

(a) Operation and maintenance.  Private wastewater systems, including all preliminary12

treatment facilities, flow-equalizing facilities, and private sewers shall be maintained continuously13

in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his sole responsibility and expense.  Within14

the scope of such responsibility shall be the requirement to meet all applicable effluent criteria and15

operating conditions set forth in this chapter or in a valid agreement or discharge permit issued by16

the city pursuant to Sections 17.58.120, 17.58.130, and 17.58.135 hereinafter.  Further, it shall be17

the responsibility of the owner to repair all structural deficiencies on private sewers that contribute18

to the deterioration or settlements of pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalks, adjacent utilities, and19

appurtenances in the public right-of-way to the extent that the normal or intended uses of the same20

have been impaired or prevented; or that directly or indirectly have caused the introduction of21

unwanted stormwater, surface water, groundwater, or unpolluted water into the Lincoln Wastewater22

System as prohibited under Section 17.58.030 of this chapter; or that otherwise constitute a public23

nuisance.24

(b) Additional provisions.  No person shall attempt to construct or alter a private25

wastewater system or any portion thereof, including private sewers, without the approval of a duly26

authorized representative of the city's Director of Building and Safety.  Acceptable materials,27
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installation, inspection, operation and maintenance, and permits and fees pertaining to private sewers1

and their connection to the Lincoln Wastewater System are, in addition to the provisions set forth2

in this chapter, regulated under the applicable Sections of Title 24 of the Lincoln Municipal Code.3

No person other than a registered master plumber shall install any portion of a private wastewater4

system, except that an approved utility contractor may construct a private sanitary sewer main system5

pursuant to Chapter 24.50 of said Title 24.  All taps to wastewater collectors, whether public or6

private, and abandonments of existing wastewater services, shall be made by the Lincoln Wastewater7

System pursuant to Chapter 24.60 of said Title 24.  8

Section 3.  That Section 17.58.095 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing9

be and the same is hereby repealed.10

Section 4.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its11

passage and publication according to law.12

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

_________________________________
City Attorney

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2004:

_______________________________________
Mayor


