
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, JUNE 6, 2005 - 11:00 A.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 

*1. NEWS ADVISORY & NEWS RELEASE - RE: CORRECTIONS:
Construction On 84th Street Progressing South - The attached release was
sent out Friday, May 13th.  We have three corrections to the previous
release.  The first two are indicated with capital letters: - (See Attached
News Release for corrections)     

*2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng will have a news conference
at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, May 19th in the reception area outside the Mayor’s
Office -Topics will include the nomination for Planning Commission, the
summer swimming pool schedule, and other topics -(See Advisory)  

*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Seng Announces Progress on 48th and “O”
Redevelopment -(See Release) 

*4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Announces Winners Of Annual Water
Conservation Art Contest-(See Release) 

*5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Institutes Voluntary Watering Plan-Mayor
calls for continued water conservation -(See Release) 

*6. NEWS RELEASE - RE: University Place Pool To Open For Holiday
Weekend-Other pools and Woods “sprayground” to open June 4th -(See
Release) 

*7. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Seng Nominates Esseks For Planning
Commission -(See Release) 

*8. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Seng Receives Offer To Buy Surplus City
Building-(See Release) 

*9. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Announces Events Facility Task Force -
(See Release)  

*10. Washington Report - May 13, 2005.  
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         **11. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: News conference at 2:30 p.m., Thursday, May
26th in the Mayor’s Conference Room - Mayor Seng and Public Works
officials will have an update on Wednesday’s water main break, which has
closed traffic on a portion of 84th Street; also will discuss the City’s theater
policy, the Capital Humane Society announcement and activities planned
for Memorial Day-(See Advisory)    

         **12. Washington Report - May 20, 2005.  

  13. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Water Main Break To Close 84th Street Into Next
Week -(See Release) 

  14. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Supports Current Theater Policy As
Balanced Success – B.  Executive Summary of Findings - (See Release) 

  15. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Says New Relationship With Humane
Society Will Benefit Community -(See Release) 

  16. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Calls For Moment Of Silence On Memorial
Day -(See Release) 

  17. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of May 28
through June 3, 2005-Schedule subject to change -(See Advisory) 

  18. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 40th Street Between Yankee Hill and San Mateo
To Reopen Tuesday -(See Release) 

  19. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng & representatives of the NRD, City
Public Works & Utilities and Parks & Rec. Departments will have a news
conference at 10:00 a.m. Thursday, June 2nd - (See Advisory)  

  20. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Grassland Purchase By Foundation Enhances
Pioneers Park -(See Release) 

  21. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City, NRD Honored For Floodplain Management -
(See Release)  

  22. Washington Report - May 27, 2005.    
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II. DIRECTORS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

1. Letter from County Commissioners - RE: Concerned about the potential
sale of the “K” Street Complex.  This sale raises a number of serious legal
and financial problems:  -(See Letter)  

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/BUDGET

  1. Material from Steve Hubka - RE: May Sales Tax Reports -(See Material)  

FINANCE DEPARTMENT/CITY TREASURER

         **1. Monthly City Cash Report - City of Lincoln-Pledged Collateral Statement -
April 2005.   

HEALTH 

         **1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Partnering To Prevent Family Swimming Pool
Drownings - (See Release) 

HUMAN SERVICES 

*1.  Report - ‘Ride For Five’ Low-Income Transportation Pilot Project Final
Report, October 1, 2004 -March 31, 2005 - Submitted by Kit Boesch;
Technical and Data Contributions by: Volunteer Partners - StarTran-
Department of PW/U - (Council copies of this Report placed in their file
folders on 5/17/05)(Copy of this Report on file in the City Council Office) 

   
PLANNING    

*1. Letter from Mayor Coleen Seng to Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning
Commission Mary Bills-Strand, Chair -sent to Council Office by Jean
Walker - RE: Item #7: Comp Plan Amendment # 05011, to rezone land at
the Lancaster Event Center for commercial development-Annual Review
Public Hearing-5/18/05- Mayor Seng requesting that at the conclusion of
the public hearing the Commission vote to place this request on pending -
(See Letter)    
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*2. Response E-Mail from Marvin Krout to Peter Katt - RE: SWAT Report
Update – Is Rome Burning? - (See E-Mail)

*3. Letter from Brian Will to Dr. R. Samuel Bryant - RE: Piester Addition -
Final Plat #05017 - Generally located at South 80th Street & Preserve Lane -
(See Letter) 

*4. Letter from Becky Horner to Brian D. Carstens, Brian D. Carstens &
Associates - RE: Flat Iron Crossing Addition Final Plat #04139-Generally
located at N. 33rd and Apple Street - (See Letter) 

         **5. Planning Department Newsletter - Issue #14 - May 2005.   

         **6. E-Mail from Marvin Krout to Planning Commission Members- RE: Land
use/rezoning along Salt Creek east of N. 27th Street -(See E-Mail)    

         **7. Memo from Marvin Krout to Annette McRoy - RE: Residential
Development in Northwest Lincoln -(See Memo)   

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION .....

*1. Special Permit #05021 (On-sale alcohol - Ramos Pizza - 2435 So. 48th

Street) Resolution No. PC-00925. 

*2. Special Permit #05018 (Early Childhood Care Facility - 2030 N. 29th Street)
Resolution No. PC-00924. 

  3. Preliminary Plat No. 05008 - Eagleton Heights (N. 89th and Leighton
Avenue) Resolution No. PC-00927.  

  4. Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 05004 (Conservation Easement -
West of South 38th Street and south of Pine Lake Road) Resolution No. 
PC-00926.

  5. Special Permit No. 05022 - DENIED (Rock crusher to recycle concrete and
asphalt - 3900 Industrial Avenue) 
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PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 

*1. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Sidewalk Repair Advisory-
Project #702167 -(See Advisory)    

  2. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Water District #1193 -(See
Advisory)

  3. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Traffic Rehabilitation Projects
- 46th, 48th & Adams Project #701787 -(See Advisory)  

  4. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Harris Overpass-Project
701781 -(See Advisory) 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

  1. Material from Wynn S. Hjernstad, Community Development Manager to
Community Development Task Force Members - RE: Drafts of the 2005-
2009 Strategic Plan and the 2005 Action Plan-(Council copies placed in
their file folders on 5/31/05)(FYI:  Both of these documents will be
discussed at the June 2nd Community Development Task Force Meeting)
(Copy of this Material on file in the City Council Office.) 

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL

 A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP 

       **1. 2-Response Letters from Jim Tompsett, Public Works/Engineering
Services; & Patricia Waegli, Violations Bureau to Erv Rung - RE: Meter
Number E6 on 12th between “O” & “N”, not crediting you with the full time
- (See Letters)           

        **2. E-Mail from Larry Keiter to Jon Camp - RE: The Wal-Mart public hearing -
(See E-Mail) 
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ANNETTE McROY 

1. Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Skateboard
Park in NW Lincoln - (RFI#165 - 5/05/05)  

PATTE NEWMAN 

1. Request to Don Taute, Personnel/ Bill Kostner, Risk Management - RE:
Concerned that his insurance company was being over-charged for a Dec. 3,
2004 accident in the East Campus area - (RFI#35 - 5/16/05).— 1.)  SEE
RESPONSE FROM BILL KOSTNER, RISK MANAGER & DON
TAUTE, PERSONNEL DIRECTOR RECEIVED ON RFI#35 -6/02/05. 
        

KEN SVOBODA 

       **1. E-Mail from Darrell Podany to Ken Svoboda - RE: Omaha.com Story -(See
E-Mail) 

TERRY WERNER 

1. Request to Personnel Department - RE: ‘M’ class employees - (RFI#143 -
5/02/05)         

V. MISCELLANEOUS

*1. E-Mail from Jennifer Augstums - RE: Closing swimming pools -(See 
E-Mail)  

*2. E-Mail from Rachel Larson - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail) 

*3. E-Mail from Kay Fleig - RE: Closing swimming pools -(See E-Mail) 

*4. E-Mail from Kathy Rico - RE: Closing swimming pools -(See E-Mail) 

*5. E-Mail from Diane Stewart - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail) 
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*6. Letter from Annabelle Neemann - RE: The Hartland Home Development
located between North 14th & 7th Street, Fletcher Ave. to Humphrey Ave. -
(See Letter)   

*7. Letter from John & Alene Holt - RE: Why won’t the City approve the use
of a resin sleeve for the use of private homeowners?- (See Letter) 

*8. Letter from Denise & Larry Maack & family - RE: Proposal of the
Annexation #05006; Change of Zone #05024, from AG Agricultural to R-3
Residential; Special Permit #05015, Hartland’s Garden Valley Community
Unit Plan; and Street and Alley Vacation #05002 on property generally
located at N.14th Street and Humphrey Avenue -(See Letter) 

*9. Letter from Bruce Spilker - RE: Annexation #05006; Change of Zone
#05024, From AG Agricultural to R-3 Residential; Special Permit #05015,
Hartland’s Garden Valley Community Unit Plan; and Street and Alley
Vacation #05002, on property generally located at N. 14th Street and
Humphrey Avenue -(See Letter) 

*10. Letter from Keith Spilker - RE: Annexation #05006; Change of Zone
#05024; Special Permit #05015, Hartland’s Garden Valley Community Unit
Plan; and Street and Alley Vacation #05002 at N. 14th Street & Humphrey
Avenue-(See Letter)   

*11. Note Card from Ruth Mussmann - RE: Opposed to the Wal-Mart at 84th &
Adams -(See Note Card)   

*12. E-Mail with attached Letter from Todd Wicken - RE: Comprehensive Plan
Amendment #05012 -(See E-Mail & Letter)

*13. E-Mail from William J. Rogers Jr. - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail) 

*14.  E-Mail from Eric Larson - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail) 

*15. 6 - E-Mail’s from James Takacs; Citizen; Karin Kotschwar, Lincoln
Neighborhood Alliance; Maurice Titsworth; Ronell Titsworth; Coby Mach,
LIBA; - RE: Supports North Hills Comprehensive Amendment - (See 
E-Mail’s)    
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*16. E-Mail from Thomas Varner - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail) 

*17. 5 -E-Mail’s from John Brown II; Brian Jackson; Mark Kenne; Michael
Wittrock; Christina Wittrock; - RE: Support for North Hills Comp Plan
Amendment #05005 -(See E-Mail’s) 

*18. 3 -E-Mail’s from Lori Ann Pippitt; Michael Archer; Karon Harris; - RE:
North Hills Comp Plan Amendment #05005 & Comp Plan Amendment
#05012 -(See E-Mail’s) 

*19. Faxed Petition with 11 signatures - RE: Opposed to the construction of the
Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams -(See Petition)   

*20. Letter from Shelley Eitel - RE: Please don’t turn down the low-income
transportation for people with handicaps -(See Letter) 

*21. Letter & Material from Neal Grummert, Twisted Steele Inc. D.B.A.
Lazzari’s - RE: Our application for a sidewalk café - we were denied by the
Sidewalk Café Committee and we are appealing this denial in front of the
City Council on Monday, May 23rd - (See Material)     

*22. E-Mail from Carol Brown - RE: Economic Development/Tourism -(See 
E-Mail) 

*23. Letter - RE: “Global Oil Production” -(See Letter)

         **24. E-Mail from Richard & Rae Geier - RE: 70th & Old Cheney fire debris -
(See E-Mail) 

         **25. 2 -E-Mail’s from Roger Yant; & Keith Ernst; - RE: Wal-Mart plan at 84th &
Adams -(See E-Mail’s)    

         **26. E-Mail from Bob Hampton - RE: ‘K’ Street Complex -(See E-Mail) 

         **27. Letter from Tim Van Boening - RE: The ‘Ride For Five’ program -(See
Letter)    

 28. E-Mail from Ernst Bekkering, Ph.D. - RE: Smoking ban -(See E-Mail)    
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 29. Letter from Richard L. Schmeling, President, ProRail Nebraska, Inc. - 
RE:  Proposed Arena and Convention Center -(See Letter)    

 30. Media Release from Lori Vrtiska Seibel, Executive Director, Community
Health Endowment of Lincoln - RE: Community Health Endowment
Announces Micro-Project Funding Awards -(See Release)  

 31. E-Mail from Dwain & Carol Leonhardt, Country Meadows Homeowners -
RE: OPPOSED to Apple’s Way development plan -(See E-Mail) 

 32. E-Mail from Alan Hersch - RE: Omaha paper editorial -(See E-Mail)

 33. E-Mail from Tracy Renner - RE: Schools - (See E-Mail)   

 34. Letter from Thomas A. Green, Corresponding Secretary, Lancaster County
Democratic Party - RE: The Lancaster County Democrat Central
Committee has voted to remind Lincoln City Government to fully abide by
and enforce our Lincoln City Code Chapter 2.18 Purchasing Division and
the related Lincoln City Standard Specifications in their entirety.  It is our
concern that some of the contracts to repair and build sidewalks are not up
to these specifications. - (See Letter)    

 35. Faxed Letter from Joy Wilder - RE: Proposed Wal-Mart at 84th & Adams -
(See Letter)  

  

VI.  ADJOURNMENT
                          

*HELD OVER FROM MAY 23, 2005. 
**HELD OVER FROM MAY 30, 2005. 

da060605/tjg          
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CITY OF II NCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7548, fax 441-8609

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 26, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steve Owen, Lincoln Water System, 441-7571

Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7548

~

A section of South 84th Street is expected to fully re-open by Friday, June 3. The street remains
closed between "A" and South streets because a private contractor broke a large water main
Thursday morning. No area of the City has been without water service.

The broken main is under the middle of the four-lane roadway. Extensive damage to the road
surface and the degree of dirt erosion caused 'by the ruptured pipe are factors in restoring traffic
to 84th Street. Repairs to the street are expected to begin yet this week. The water main is
expected to be back in service by late Friday afternoon.

-30-
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CITY OF LI NCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.goy

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508,441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 26,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Marvin Krout, Planning Department, 441-7491

~

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today said she would oppose efforts to gut the City's current theater policy of
maintaining downtown as the main entertainment district with regional theaters of up to six screens each
serving the neighborhoods.

"The theater policy has worked well for our City and does not need fixing," said Mayor Seng. "It is a
balanced approach that encourages movie theater development equally in regional shopping centers
appropriately sized for the neighborhoods they serve while preserving downtown as the main
entertainment district. The vibrant night life in the heart of our City has spurred additional investment in
downtown." .

A developer is seeking to end the current policy of maintaining downtown as the location of megaplex
movie theaters. by tripling the six-screen limit currently allowed at regional shopping centers. The
Lincoln- Lancaster County Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing on the proposed change
for June 8. The policy is part of the City-County Comprehensive Plan and the City Zoning Ordinance.

According to a report from an independent theater consultant, Lincoln has more movie screens per capita
than the national average. Seng said the current policy helps the economy by promoting downtown as a
tourism and entertainment. destination while fostering moderately sized theater complexes to serve the
neighborhoods. The policy also helps the City use public tax funds wisely by encouraging the use of
existing infrastructure, including streets and utilities.

The City-County Planning Department is recommending denial of the requested change based on a market
study conducted by the consultant. The consultant's report said allowing more than six screens at anyone
location outside of downtown would have a serious negative affect on existing downtown theaters. The
report also says there would be secondary effects on downtown businesses, which would hamper
downtown economic revitalization efforts. (The executive summary of the report is attached. The
complete 1 a-page report is available on request.)

"The current theater policy has done a good job of spreading the availability of movie theaters all across
town equally in the regional shopping centers that serve neighborhoods," Seng said. "Lincoln's careful
theater planning has spared this community from the 'boom and bust' cycle of overbuilding theater
complexes that then, in some cities, stand vacant and weedy because the market really wasn't there."

-~o-



Theater Feasibility Study

B.

There are currently six (6) locations and 43 movie screens currently serving the Lincoln, NE market.

Annual movie theatre admissions in Lincoln are approximately 1,461,000 in total, and

approximately 1,238,000 for first run full price admission theatres.

The market trade area of Lincoln, NE (estimated at 261,545 people) is over screened by

approximately 35% based on comparative data on the U.S. as a whole.

The proposed Prairie Lake site at 84th Street and Highway 2 is likely too near to the Edgewood 6

to constitute a "free film zone."

79% of the forecasted attendance for the proposed Prairie Lake 18 comes from the transfer of

business from the existing theatres in the ~arket.

Operation of an 18 screen theatre at the proposed Prairie Lake site will cause an annual drop in

attendance at the existing first run theatres within the Lincoln market of approximately 345,000,

equivalent to 28% of current total first run theatre attendance.

The forecasted stabilized attendance decline at The Grand 14, after-opening of the proposed

Prairie Lake theatre is 409,000, a 25% deterioration from the current level.

Extremely sparse population to the Southeast of the proposed site causes excessive overlap with

the trade areas of the existing theatres in the market, including the Grand 14.

The population living within a ten minute drive time of the proposed Prairie Lake site, forecasted

at 87,349 in 2006, does not currently warrant the construction of a Mega-Plex theatre. In 2006

the total population forecast to be living within a fifteen minute drive southeast of the proposed

site is only 4,575.

There is not a sound [mancial model to justify the construction of the proposed Prairie Lake

Mega-Plex theatre. Finding a theatre chain willing to move forward on the site will prove

challenging, if not impossible.

Lincoln, NE -2- May 2005



CITY OF II NCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 26,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR SAYS NEW RELATIONSHIP WITH HUMANE SOCIETY
WILL BENEFIT COMMUNITY

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today thanked the Capital Humane Society for its partnership with the
City in dealing with Lincoln's animal population. The Humane Society announced earlier today
that as of June 1, 2006, it will no longer provide shelter to stray animals picked up by Lincoln
Animal Control, a division of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. Mayor Seng
said she is supportive of the new focus chosen by the Humane Society, which will continue to
seek homes for pets picked up by Animal Control.

"I was aware that the Society had been reviewing how it was achieving its main mission of
animal adoption," said Mayor Seng. "I think the Society's decision is a good one because its
expertise is animal adoption. Director Bob Downey told me that handling the increasing volume
of animal enforcement for the City and animal adoptions in the same facility has stretched the
resources of the Humane Society staff and building beyond capacity. The partnership between
the Humane Society and Animal Control has reduced the number of unwanted animals and
resulted in the adoption of thousands of pets into Lincoln families."

Seng said Downey told her that the living wage issue and earlier discussions regarding the
contract were not factors in the Humane Society's decision. "It is my understanding that the
Society looked at its core mission and decided to focus on the adoption of animals rather than
contract with the Health Department to also participate in animal control enforcement." Seng
said the Humane Society has been submitting claims for the services provided this year, and the
City has been paying them. That will continue until the transition is complete.

Seng said the City and the Humane Society will work together to separate the animal control
enforcement from animal adoption by June 2006. The Health Department has been looking into
alternatives for a few months since the City became aware of the Society's interest in focusing
more on animal adoptions. Seng said the Health Department will create a transition plan to
ensure that the new relationship continues to protect public health and animal safety.

"Lincoln is committed to the humane treatment of our animal population," said Mayor Seng.
"The work of the Humane Society has protected the health, safety and welfare of our community,
and we are fortunate that this organization has such a strong and positive vision for the future of
our animal population. More pets will find homes, and that is good for our entire community."
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MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 26, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

~

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today called on the citizens of Lincoln to honor veterans and the armed
forces with a moment of silence at 3 p.m. on Memorial Day, Monday, May 30. The Mayor said
the period of silence is intended to honor veterans, current soldiers and all those who have given
their lives serving our country.

"As we enjoy a holiday, it is important to remember that Memorial Day was created as a day of
remembrance for those who died in the nation's military," said Mayor Seng. "We especially
want to remember the more than 20 Nebraska soldiers, including several from Lancaster County,
who have lost their lives in Iraq, Afghanistan and Bosnia over the p.ast several years. Five years
ago, the President of the United States called for a 'National Moment of Remembrance' at 3 p.m.
local time every Memorial Day. We encourage the people of Lincoln to take a minute to reflect
on the sacrifices made for our freedom."

Mayor Seng's request is supported by the Governor's office; Nebraska Adjutant General Roger
Lempke and the Nebraska Military Department; the Department of Nebraska Veterans of Foreign
Wars; the Nebraska American Legion; the Veterans Memorial Garden Advisory Committee;
Wyuka Cemetery; and Lincoln Memorial Park.

On Memorial Day, Mayor Seng, Governor Dave Heineman and Congressman Tom Osborne will
participate in a ceremony beginning at 9 a.m. at Wyuka, 3600 "0" Street. The keynote speaker
at that observance is Lt. Shane Osborn. The Mayor also will participate in a candlelight
remembrance service at 8 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial Garden in Antelope Park. Other
observances include a program at 11 :30 a.m. at Lincoln Memorial Park, 6700 South 14th Street.
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MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG linco/none.goy

--
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: June 1,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Coleen J. Seng and representatives of the NRD, City PublIc Works and
Utilities and Parks and Recreation Departments will have a news conference at 10
a.m. Thursday, June 2 at the corner of S. W. 47th Street and West Van Dorn
to discuss a recent parkland acquisition by the Parks and Rec Foundation and an
award to be received by the City of Lincoln and the Lower Platte South NRD.

To get to the news conference site, go west on Van Dom past the Pioneers Park
Nature Center and golf course entrances. Proceed west to S.W. 47th and Van
Dom. In case of inclement weather, the news conference will be moved to the
auditorium in the Nature Center Prairie Building.

'CITY OF LI NCOLN ADVI S OR Y
NEBRASKA



CITY OF LI NCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG linco/n.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 551-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 2, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Noms, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation Department, 441-7939

GRASSLAND PURCHASE BY FOUNDATION
ENHANCES PIONEERS PARK

Last week's purchase of230 acres west of Pioneers Park by the private, non-profit Lincoln Parks
and Recreation Foundation to expand the Pioneers Park Nature Center is good news for Lincoln
residents, Mayor Coleen J. Seng said today.

The acquisition by the foundation preserves a large piece of rare native prairie land for future
generations and enhances one of Lincoln's most beloved and historic parks, Mayor Seng said.
Additionally, th~ creative partnership forged to make the purchase will allow the City to buy the
land at. very low cost to taxpayers.

"The community's vision for the future of Lincoln and Lancaster County includes preservation of
unique natural landscapes including rare tracts of native prairie," Seng said. "I am so pleased that
this land is being added to Lincoln's beloved Pioneers Park. We all know that by acting to
protect the environment and acquire park lands in a timely manner, we enhance the quality of lifewe all value in Lincoln." .

John Harris donated the land for Pioneers Park to the City in 1928. At the time, it was part of a
larger prairie tract used by the Burlington Northern Railroad as a watering and feeding stop for
livestock. Part of the land west of the park was used for crops in the early 1900s, but most of it
never has been tilled and remains virgin prairie.

The City previously acquired 157 acres west of Pioneers Park in 1997 from David A. and Bonnie
Martin and another 80 acres in 1999 from the Martin's estate. The land purchased by the
foundation last Friday was acquired from the Martin's children; David C. Martin, Sony Lowery
and Carol James.

"The Martin family has worked very closely with the City of Lincoln to establish a marvelous
legacy of land conservation and parks enhancement," Seng said. "I want to express our gratitude
for their commitment and vision."

This 230 acres was a critical piece to add to the park, Seng said. The ~and, which is visible from
the Nature Center buildings, is the last remaining native prairie adjacent to Pioneers Park.

-more-



Grassland Purchase
June 2,2005
Page Two

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Foundation paid $5,500 per acre for the 230 acres, or about
$1.26 million. The Foundation will work with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to establish a
grassland reserve program easement on the newly acquired property. The USDA will pay the
foundation the majority of the value of the property for the easement. The Foundation then will
transfer ownership of the land to the City of Lincoln at a heavily discounted rate of about $500
per acre, or about $115,000.

The City's $115,000 will come from a combination of donations, grants and local governmental
support. In the end, the cost to City of Lincoln taxpayers comes to less than $30,000.

"We thank our partners," Seng said. "We could not have done this without the generous support
of The Friends of the Pioneers Park Nature Center, the Nebraska Environmental Trust, donors to
the Lincoln Cares Program, Lancaster County and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources
District."

The Pioneers Park Nature Center celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2004. The center's mission is
to provide learning opportunities about Nebraska and the Great Plains. The center is open year-
round at no charge.

More than 12,000 school children participate in tours and learning activities at the Pioneers Park
Nature Center each year. ill the future, the land acquired last Friday will allow visitors to capture
a glimpse of what early settlers experienced as they traveled through and settled in eastern
Nebraska. Visitors will be invited to hike through stands of head-high prairie grasses and look
out upon what will be expanded herds of grazing buffalo and elk on this land at Pioneers Park.

-30-



CITY OF II NCOlN
NEBRASKA

MAYORCOlEENJ.SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 2, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7548

CITY 4 NRD HONORED FOR FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT

The City of Lincoln and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District (NRD) will receive
the 2005 James Lee Witt Local Award for Excellence from the Association of State Floodplain
Managers (ASFPM) for the Flood Standards for New Growth Areas adopted last year, Mayor
Coleen Seng announced today.

The Witt Award recognizes local programs for outstanding floodplain management. It is named
after former FEMA Director James Lee Witt in recognition of his landmark efforts to support,
enhance and encourage local floodplain management capabilities. The Association of State
Floodplain Managers (ASFPM) will present the award to the City Public Works and Utilities
Department and the Lower Platte South NRD, at their 29th annual national conference in
Madison. Wisconsin June 16.

The adoption of Flood Standards for New Growth Areas by the Lincoln City Council in 2004
followed more than a three-year public process and technical study effort, which was led by the
NRD and City. This process included engineering and economic studies, as well as 18 months of
work by a 16-member Citizen Task Force representing a broad cross-section of interests in the
community.

The Flood Standards for New Growth Areas include the protection of flood conveyance, flood
storage and natural buffers along stream channels, but the overriding policy goal is the concept of
"No Adverse Impact" set by ASFPM. "No Adverse Impact"means that the action of one
property owner does not adversely impact the flooding risk for other property owners, and it
serves as the umbrella policy for the specific ordinances and standards adopted for Lincoln's new
growth areas.

The Witt Award recognizes the high-level of commitment by the City of Lincoln and the Lower
Platte South NRD to implement a floodplain management program according to the principles of
"No Adverse Impact." Flood management in Lincoln also is supported by the development of
detailed watershed master plans, which are being developed and implemented by the City and
NRD. Together, the flood standards and master plans are expected to serve Lincoln well as it
expands by a projected 35 square miles or more over the next 25 years.
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ASFPM represents 7,000 floodplain management practitioners, including the leading experts in
flood hazard management throughout the U.S. and beyond. Nearly every state in the U.S. will be
represented, as well as a number of international agencies. Lincoln's standards will fit well with
this year's theme: "No Adverse Impact: Partnering for Sustainable Floodplain Management."
The focus will be on techniques to mitigate against the effects of flooding before floodwaters
rise, which is considered to be the most effective option to limit the effects of flooding.

Infonnation regarding ASFPM and the Witt Award can be found at www .floods.org.
Infonnation regarding the flood standards for new growth areas or the work of the Floodplain
Task Force is available on the City of Lincoln website at lincoln.ne.gov.

-30-



 

TRANSPORTATION 
Congress approves 30-day extension to 
highway bill, appoints highway bill 
conferees.  This week, both the House and 
Senate cleared the seventh temporary 
extension of the 1998 TEA-21 law, which 
originally expired in September 2003.  The 
30-day extension would fund federal surface 
transportation programs and hopefully allow 
lawmakers and the White House time to 
negotiate major differences between the 
competing versions of a multi-year 
reauthorization bill.  The extension continues 
the flow of funds to states at current levels 
until July 1 and does not include earmarks. 
 
In addition, both chambers yesterday named 
their representatives to the House-Senate 
conference committee on the highway bill.  
The Senate appointed 16 Republicans: Inhofe 
(OK), Warner (VA), Bond (MO), Voinovich 
(OH), Chafee (RI), Murkowski (AK), Thune 
(SD), DeMint (SC), Isakson (GA), Vitter 
(LA), Grassley (IA), Hatch (UT), Shelby 
(AL), Allard (CO), Stevens (AK), and Lott 
(MS).  The 13 Democrats and one 
Independent are: Jeffords (I-VT), Baucus 
(MT), Lieberman (CT), Boxer (CA), Carper 
(DE), Clinton (NY), Lautenberg (NJ), Obama 
(IL), Conrad (ND), Inouye (HI), Rockefeller 
(WV), Sarbanes (MD), Reed (RI), and 
Johnson (SD). 
 
The House appointed 17 Republican and 15 
De mocra t i c  con fe rees  from the 
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee, for consideration of the majority 
of the bill.  Republicans are: Young (AK), 
Petri (WI), Boehlert (NY), Coble (NC), 
Duncan (TN), Mica (FL), Hoekstra (MI), 
LaTourette (OH), Bachus (AL), Baker (LA), 
Gary Miller (CA), Hayes (NC), Simmons 
(CT), Brown (SC), Graves (MO), Shuster 
(PA), and  Boozman (AR).  Democrats 
appointed are: Oberstar (MN), Rahall (WV), 

DeFazio (OR), Costello (IL), Norton (DC), 
Nadler (NY), Menendez (NJ), Corrine Brown 
(FL), Filner (CA), Eddie Bernice Johnson 
(TX), Taylor (MS), Millender-McDonald 
(CA), Cummings (MD), Blumenauer (OR), 
and Tauscher (CA).  There are a total of 64 
House conferees, with the others participating 
in narrowly focused issues outside of the 
major highway and transit programs. 
 
In addition, although he serves on no 
committee with jurisdiction over the bill, 
House Majority Leader Tom DeLay (R-TX) 
was appointed to the conference as a “super-
conferee” who will participate in all portions 
of the bill.  DeLay has been a vigorous 
opponent of a bill that is larger than the $284 
billion preferred by the President, but he also 
has insisted on the guarantee of a 95 percent 
return for each state on their gas tax 
contributions.  Since most believe it is 
impossible to reach that 95 percent threshold 
with the $284 billion figure, it will be 
interesting to see how DeLay plays these 
competing interests in conference. 
 
Beginning June 6, when lawmakers return 
from the Memorial Day recess, conferees will 
have 19 legislative days to consider more 
than 2,000 pages of legislative language 
before the short-term reauthorization expires.  
According to senior-level House staff, 
however, one strategy could facilitate 
negotiations and prevent future setbacks.  
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Keeping an eye on the clock, House 
conferees could push for early agreement 
on the number one issue -- the overall 
funding level -- before moving on to the 
more easily resolved issues.  Senate 
conferees have not yet publicly commented 
on this suggested agenda, but may balk at 
jumping into the conference head first. 
 
ENERGY 
Senate panel completes energy bill.  The 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee completed its two-week 
markup of omnibus energy legislation this 
week.  Before it can be considered on the 
Senate floor, however, the tax portion of 
the bill must be approved by the Senate 
Finance Committee. 
 
The highlight of the markups this week 
was the acceptance of a compromise on the 
repeal of the Public Utilities Holding 
Company Act (PUHCA), a depression-era 
law that was designed to discourage 
monopolies.  Republicans have long 
considered the law outdated and moved for 
its outright repeal, while Democrats 
insisted that additional consumer 
protections be put in place before its 
extinction.  The Senate bill would repeal 
PUHCA but would also provide the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) with added authority over utility 
mergers. 
 
The Senate bill also does not include any 
mandates on utilities to meet renewable 
energy standards, a provision that was 
sought by many committee Democrats.  
Public power interests strongly oppose 
such a mandate but expect that 
amendments will be offered on the Senate 
floor to include them in the bill.  The 
committee did, however, approve a 
requirement that refiners use more 
renewable fuels – mostly ethanol – in its 
gasoline.  Opponents argue that the ethanol 
mandate is not economically feasible in 
many regions, and Senator Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA) cited evidence that 
ethanol actually increased emissions on 
many vehicles during hot days.  She 
successfully offered an amendment to 
exempt California from the ethanol 
mandate in the summer. 
 
The Finance Committee now will take up 
an $11 billion package of tax breaks that is 
reported to include more incentives for 
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conservation and renewable fuels than its 
$8 billion House counterpart.  The 
Senate also did not include two 
controversial provisions of the House 
measure in its bill: liability exemptions 
for producers of the gasoline additive 
known as MTBE; and opening up the 
Arctic National Wildlife reserve 
(ANWR) in Alaska to oil and gas 
exploration. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
House Judiciary Committee approves 
gun liability legislation.   The bill (HR 
800) would protect manufacturers, 
distributors, dealers and importers of 
guns and ammunition from being held 
liable for harm suffered due to misuse of 
the weapons. 
 
The committee began working on the 
bill on April 20 and had previously 
rejected seven Democrat amendments 
before revisiting the bill last week.  All 
proposed Democrat amendments were 
again rejected Wednesday, including 
proposals to allow suits to be brought 
against gun manufacturers, sellers or 
trade associations for negligence and one 
to allow gun dealers to be held liable for 
knowingly selling a gun to anyone on 
the Violent Gang and Terrorist 
Organization list.  Also defeated along 
party lines was a Democratic amendment 
to allow suits to be brought against gun 
dealers who sell guns to people who use 
the firearms in acts of domestic violence 
and have been convicted of or have a 
history of domestic violence. 
 
A similar bill is before the Senate, 
though it is not expected to pass as the 
Senate has killed gun liability legislation 
in previous years. 
 
In a related item, the Senate approved 
legislation to reauthorize SCAAP.  The 
legislation (S 188) reauthorizes the State 
Criminal Alien Assistance Program 
(SCAAP) through 2011.  SCAP assists 
states and local governments (primarily 
counties) with the costs incurred by 
illegal immigrants being jailed for 
crimes unrelated to their immigration 
status.  Companion legislation (HR 557) 
has not yet been considered by the 
House Judiciary Committee.  President 
Bush, for the second consecutive year, 
has not included funding for the program 

in his proposed budget.  However, 
C o n g r e s s  h a s  i g n o r e d  t h a t 
recommendation, appropriating $302 
million for SCAAP in FY 2005. 
 
HEAD START 
Senate panel passes reauthorization 
measure.  The Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions Committee 
unanimously passed legislation (S 1107) 
to reauthorize Head Start through FY 
2010.  Like the recently passed House 
bill (HR 2123), the bill does not include 
an Administration proposal to transfer 
control of the program from individual 
Head Start centers and turn it into a 
block grant to the states.  Like its House 
counterpart, the bill would instead 
require Head Start centers to align their 
curricula with state elementary school 
curricula and standards. 
 
The bill would authorize $7.2 billion for 
the program in FY 2006, $7.5 billion in 
FY 2007, $7.8 billion in FY 2008 and 
such sums as may be necessary in FY 
2009 and FY 2010.  Congress provided 
$6.8 billion for Head Start this year.  The 
bill would also widen eligibility for 
participation in Head Start by expanding 
the income limitations from families 
with incomes of up to 100 percent of the 
federal poverty level to families with 
incomes of up to 130 percent of the 
federal poverty level. 
 
In an effort to improve teacher quality, 
the bill would require that half of all 
teachers at each Head Start center have a 
bachelor’s degree by 2011.  Current law 
requires that half of all Head Start 
teachers nationally have an associate’s 
degree.  Committee Democrats voiced 
concern that the requirement would 
make it difficult for Head Start centers to 
retain teachers, pointing out that Head 
Start teachers earn an average salary of 
$25,000, considerably less than teachers 
with a bachelor’s degree generally earn 
teaching elementary school. 
 
Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) offered 
an amendment that would delay the 
bachelor’s degree requirement unless 
Congress appropriates at least $7.2 
billion for the program each year.  
Murray argued that such a trigger would 
help prevent the loss of teachers if 
Congress did not fully fund the program 



 

at the levels authorized in the bill.  Murray 
withdrew her amendment after Enzi 
promised to work with her to address the 
issue. 
 
Responding to a recent General 
Accountability Office (GAO) report that 
found financial mismanagement at some 
Head Start centers, the bill, like HR 2123, 
would require Head Start centers to 
reapply for their grant every five years.  It 
would also require that each Head Start 
center have a governing body to oversee 
the program and ensure it is meeting state 
educational goals, is financially sound and 
is complying with the law. 
 
The bill now heads to the Senate floor, 
probably after the Memorial Day recess.  
Though it is widely expected that the 
Senate will approve the bill, the 
Administration says that it will pursue its 
block grant proposal via floor 
amendments.   Any such amendment is 
unlikely to pass.  Last year, language in the 
House version authorizing a pilot block 
grant approach in eight states stymied a 
House-Senate Conference Committee and 
killed the legislation.  Though the 
Administration has expressed displeasure 
about the lack of at least a pilot state block 
grant program, it has stopped short of 
issuing a veto threat over the issue. 
 
TAX INCENTIVES 
Legislation to protect state tax incentives 
introduced in House and Senate.  Senator 
George Voinovich (R-OH) and Rep. 
Patrick Tiberi (R-OH) recently introduced 
legislation (S 1066, HR 2471) that is 
intended to protect state tax incentives that 
encourage economic development. 
 
The effort is in response to a 2004 decision 
(Cuno v. DaimlerChrysler, Inc) in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit that 
invalidated the state of Ohio investment 
tax credit program on the grounds that it 
violated the commerce clause of the U.S. 
Constitution.  The case involved an 
agreement between DaimlerChrysler and 
the City of Toledo, Ohio in which the City 
and two local school districts gave the 
company a 10 year, 100 percent property 
tax exemption and an investment tax credit 
of 13.5 percent against the state corporate 
franchise tax for certain investments.  The 
value of those tax credits were estimated at 
$280 million. 
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In return, the auto maker agreed to 
construct a new vehicle assembly plant 
near the company’s existing facility.  
The company estimated that the project 
would cost $1.2 billion and create 
several thousand new jobs in the region. 
 
Some Constitutional scholars have 
argued that the Cuno decision strikes 
down tax incentives but would still allow 
for direct subsidies and that such 
distinctions between the two would be 
difficult to maintain over time. 
 
The Voinovich legislation would 
override the Cuno decision and authorize 
the provision of tax credits such as those 
offered in Ohio that would in most cases 
interfere with interstate commerce. 
 
No action has been scheduled in either 
the House or Senate on the legislation, 
although a recent House Judiciary 
Committee hearing focused on the Cuno 
decision but did not address the 
legislation directly. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
Institute for Museum and Library 
Services: The Institute has published the 
FY 2006 Grant Opportunities Guide.  
The guide includes summaries, deadlines 
and priorities for fifteen grant programs.  
The first deadline is for the Conservation 
Project Support program and is October 
1, 2005.  The guide can be found at: 
www.imls.gov/pubs/pubs_pub.htm. 
 
Department of Health and Human 
Services:  The Family and Youth 
Services Bureau is accepting 
applications for the Community-Based 
Abstinence Education Program.  There is 
$36.8 million available for 60 to 70 
awards to promote abstinence before 
marriage to youth between twelve and 
eighteen.  Local governments are 
encouraged to apply, and the funds can 
be used to develop abstinence programs 
targeted to preventing teen pregnancy.  
Areas that do not have an abstinence 
program in place will receive priority in 
the review process.  The deadline to 
apply is June 20, 2005.  For more 
information, see: 
www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-
2005-ACF-ACYF-AE-0099.html. 
 

  
  





             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2004-05 2004-05 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 03-04 FR. 03-04
SEPTEMBER $4,515,734 $4,512,303 ($3,431) $128,424 2.93%

OCTOBER $4,727,381 $4,541,471 ($185,910) ($18,923) -0.41%
NOVEMBER $4,759,942 $4,586,261 ($173,681) $279,549 6.49%
DECEMBER $4,303,478 $4,174,828 ($128,650) $251,162 6.40%
JANUARY $4,547,686 $4,043,044 ($504,642) ($233,565) -5.46%

FEBRUARY $5,600,491 $5,692,517 $92,026 $484,330 9.30%
MARCH $4,156,954 $4,059,634 ($97,320) $102,351 2.59%
APRIL $3,907,319 $4,028,088 $120,769 $337,718 9.15%
MAY $4,536,832 $4,608,034 $71,202 $161,033 3.62%
JUNE $4,357,746
JULY $4,477,137

AUGUST $4,737,625

TOTAL $54,628,325 $40,246,181 ($809,636) $1,492,081 4.35%



GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

1999-2000 THROUGH 2004-2005

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 YEAR 2003-2004 YEAR 2004-2005 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $3,592,214 $3,758,935 $3,844,150 $4,239,938 10.30% $4,453,875 5.05% $4,648,160 4.36%

OCTOBER $3,831,639 $4,273,028 $4,116,763 $4,464,191 8.44% $4,670,587 4.62% $4,706,690 0.77%

NOVEMBER $4,067,052 $4,060,765 $4,125,824 $4,407,744 6.83% $4,526,166 2.69% $4,687,792 3.57%

DECEMBER $3,668,154 $3,824,569 $3,855,906 $4,034,958 4.64% $4,314,111 6.92% $4,500,338 4.32%

JANUARY $3,896,477 $3,968,572 $4,140,990 $4,046,633 -2.28% $4,335,924 7.15% $4,264,010 -1.66%

FEBRUARY $4,917,238 $4,895,886 $4,982,568 $5,224,986 4.87% $5,531,405 5.86% $6,086,841 10.04%

MARCH $3,259,926 $3,731,090 $3,908,567 $4,076,943 4.31% $3,980,041 -2.38% $4,158,874 4.49%
 

APRIL $3,454,776 $3,126,694 $3,641,403 $3,711,803 1.93% $3,889,388 4.78% $4,097,988 5.36%

MAY $4,098,255 $4,061,857 $3,949,873 $4,184,028 5.93% $4,602,788 10.01% $4,730,317 2.77%

JUNE $3,619,721 $3,741,325 $3,856,119 $4,169,550 8.13% $4,599,245 10.31%

JULY $3,948,039 $3,804,895 $4,033,350 $4,105,554 1.79% $4,391,257 6.96%

AUGUST $4,062,654 $4,093,476 $4,231,174 $4,402,156 4.04% $4,893,438 11.16%

TOTAL $46,416,145 $47,341,091 $48,686,688 $51,068,484 4.89% $54,188,225 6.11% $41,881,011 3.91%#DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 previous year
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CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

1999-2000 THROUGH 2004-2005

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
1999-00 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 YEAR 2003-2004 YEAR 2004-2005 YEAR

SEPTEMBER (107,766) ($472,215) ($646,545) ($48,531) -92.49% ($69,997) 44.23% ($135,858) 94.09%

OCTOBER (375,346) ($127,363) ($379,290) ($64,605) -82.97% ($110,193) 70.56% ($165,219) 49.94%

NOVEMBER (123,176) ($448,872) ($132,336) ($134,088) 1.32% ($219,454) 63.66% ($101,531) -53.73%

DECEMBER (36,049) ($193,085) ($240,014) ($177,459) -26.06% ($390,445) 120.02% ($325,510) -16.63%

JANUARY (1,145,096) ($352,999) ($74,082) ($306,467) 313.68% ($59,315) -80.65% ($220,967) 272.53%

FEBRUARY (8,072) ($115,206) ($509,277) ($61,404) -87.94% ($323,218) 426.38% ($394,324) 22.00%

MARCH (196,501) ($303,779) ($428,507) ($17,601) -95.89% ($22,759) 29.30% ($99,240) 336.05%

APRIL (219,339) ($478,438) ($333,878) ($281,861) -15.58% ($199,018) -29.39% ($69,900) -64.88%

MAY (200,539) ($79,461) ($176,292) ($275,081) 56.04% ($155,787) -43.37% ($122,283) -21.51%

JUNE (108,185) ($47,618) ($127,168) ($138,914) 9.24% ($194,593) 40.08% ($34,811) -82.11%

JULY (193,310) ($235,932) ($181,863) ($563,339) 209.76% ($42,086) -92.53%

AUGUST (155,756) $0 ($63,949) ($341,868) 434.60% ($531,884) 55.58%

TOTAL (2,869,134) ($2,854,968) ($3,293,201) ($2,411,218) -26.78% ($2,318,751) -3.83% ($1,669,642) -4.31%
Year to date vs.
previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

1999-2000 THROUGH 2004-2005

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
1999-00 2000-2001 2001-2002 2002-2003 YEAR 2003-2004 YEAR 2004-2005 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $3,484,448 $3,286,720 $3,197,606 $4,191,407 31.08% $4,383,878 4.59% $4,512,303 2.93%

OCTOBER $3,456,293 $4,145,665 $3,737,474 $4,399,587 17.72% $4,560,394 3.66% $4,541,471 -0.41%

NOVEMBER $3,982,687 $3,611,894 $3,993,488 $4,273,655 7.02% $4,306,712 0.77% $4,586,261 6.49%

DECEMBER $3,668,154 $3,631,485 $3,615,893 $3,857,499 6.68% $3,923,666 1.72% $4,174,828 6.40%

JANUARY $2,751,381 $3,615,574 $4,066,908 $3,740,166 -8.03% $4,276,609 14.34% $4,043,044 -5.46%

FEBRUARY $4,909,166 $4,780,680 $4,473,291 $5,163,582 15.43% $5,208,187 0.86% $5,692,517 9.30%

MARCH $3,063,425 $3,427,311 $3,480,060 $4,059,342 16.65% $3,957,283 -2.51% $4,059,634 2.59%

APRIL $3,235,437 $2,648,256 $3,307,525 $3,429,942 3.70% $3,690,371 7.59% $4,028,088 9.15%

MAY $3,897,718 $3,982,395 $3,773,581 $3,908,947 3.59% $4,447,001 13.76% $4,608,034 3.62%

JUNE $3,497,973 $3,693,707 $3,728,951 $4,030,637 8.09% $4,404,651 9.28%

JULY $3,948,039 $3,568,964 $3,851,488 $3,542,215 -8.03% $4,349,171 22.78%

AUGUST $3,906,898 $4,093,476 $4,167,224 $4,060,288 -2.57% $4,361,554 7.42%

TOTAL $43,801,620 $44,486,126 $45,393,489 $48,657,267 7.19% $51,869,477 6.60% $40,246,180 3.85%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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May 31, 2005

TRAFFIC REHABILITATION PROJECTS
46th, 48th & Adams Project #701787

The Engineering Services Division of the Public Works Department has awarded a contract to
Commonwealth Electric Company of Lincoln, Nebraska for signal rehabilitation work at 48th
and Adams and a pedestrian signal at 46th and Adams.

The 46th and 48th and Adams project will start work the week of June 6, 2005 weather
permitting.  There will be some disruption to vehicular and pedestrian access during
construction.  The school will be notified.  Most of the concrete work will be removed and
replaced during the school break and all areas of work will be barricaded.  Caution should be
used around these work areas that are under construction.

If you have any problems or questions during the construction period, please contact Paul Claus
Jr. with Commonwealth Electric at 402-432-3348 or the City of Lincoln Project Manager
Charlie Wilcox at 402-440-6067.

Charlie Wilcox, Project Manager
City of Lincoln, Public Works and Utilities
Phone: 402-440-6067 or 402-441-7532
Email: cwilcox@lincoln.ne.gov

701787 Adv CW tdq.wpd



June 2, 2005

Harris Overpass - Project 701781

The City of Lincoln, Department of Public Works would like to take this opportunity to invite you to
an open house regarding the Harris Overpass Project.

On Tuesday, June 14, 2005 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Lincoln Station, 201 North 7th Street, Engineers
from the Public Works Department and The Schemmer Associates along with architects from Sinclair
Hille will be available to answer questions about the proposed project that  will replace the existing
viaduct between 3rd and 9th Streets along “O” Street.

Members of the public may attend anytime it is convenient between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. and will be able to get information and provide input on many topics including:

• the bridge’s future width and length
• aesthetics and architectural details
• construction issues including access and possible detours
• the 9th and “O” Street intersection

Officially named in honor of John F. Harris who donated land to the City for Pioneers Park, the viaduct
that was completed in 1955 is in poor enough condition to qualify for federal bridge replacement funds.
Biennial field inspections for the Harris Overpass indicate a progressive pattern of deterioration over
the past decade.

If you cannot attend and have questions, please feel free to call or look at the project website
www.harrisoverpass.com.

Andrea Bopp Kris Humphrey
Public Information Contact Project Manager
The Schemmer Associates City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
(402) 488-2500 (402) 441-7592

701781 Adv KH tdq.wpd



"Patte Newman" 
<newman2003@neb.rr.
com>

05/15/05 12:27 PM

To: <tgrammer@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:

Subject: RFI

Tammy
Could you please send the following RFI to Don  Taute, Personnel and Bill Kostner, Risk  Management.
 
I received a phone call Friday from a gentleman  concerned that his insurance company was being over-charged for 
a December 3,  2004 accident in the East Campus area. He apparently ran into one of  the LES ornamental lights 
and was charged what he feels is an extraordinary  amount for replacement. In his opinion, all the work that was  
necessary for repair was to unscrew four bolts and install a new  post. The bill received from the City charged him 
a total of  $2,681.57; $2,031 for the post and 8 hours labor, including one overtime  hour.
 
He also noted that it took the City five months to  send this bill with language stating that he had eight days to pay 
or  be subject to additional charges. He suggested if that was not a strict city  policy (which is what he was told 
when he called Risk Management to discuss his  concerns) that perhaps it might be better not to make that kind of 
written  statement.
 
Could you please explain how the City of Lincoln  calculates the cost of a job like this including labor? Is it based 
on  averages or are employee hours strictly documented? 
 
In light of what happened in this situation (and please let me know if the facts are different  than what I was told), is 
there any flexibility in this five month time  frame to get the bill out more promptly and then allow the citizen 
billed a little more time to  pay?
 
Thank you!
 
 



















Joan V Ray

05/27/2005 09:13 AM

To: ernst.bekkering@gmail.com
cc: CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

Subject: Re: smoking ban

Dear Dr. Bekkering:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us

"Ernst Bekkering" <ernst.bekkering@gmail.com>

"Ernst Bekkering" 
<ernst.bekkering@gma
il.com>

05/27/2005 08:32 AM
Please respond to 
ernst.bekkering

To: council@ci.lincoln.ne.us
cc:

Subject: smoking ban

Dear Council Members:

While traveling from Kansas to Minneapolis last weekend, we stopped at the  
Shoemaker's truckstop on I-80. Apparently, the owners were very displeased  
with the Council's decision to forbid smoking in the building, and the  
heavy fines that could be imposed ($100 for customer/manager/business for  
first and second offenses, increased to $500 for subsequent offenses). A  
sign on the door used the words "the city council in their infinite  
wisdom..." when it informed the public that they could not smoke inside.

Contrary to that sentiment, I want to thank you for taking this step. It  
may be hard to enforce, and cause problems for establishment owners and  
employees when some patrons refuse to extinguish their cigarettes.  
However, establishments have long refused to serve patrons who are  
improperly dressed ("No shoes, no shirt, no service"), and somehow  
businesses have coped with roblems these customers might ave caused.

Again, thank you for this measure.

Ernst Bekkering, Ph.D.
Dept of Management Information Systems
NorthEastern State University
Office: 221-E Practical Arts Building
700 North Grand
Tahlequah, OK   74464
Tel: 918-456-5511 ext. 2917
1390 Heritage Lane Apt 95
Tahlequah OK 74464
Phone: (918) 458-8042
ernst.bekkering@gmail.com











Joan V Ray

06/02/2005 09:02 AM

To: <caleonha@alltel.net>
cc:

Subject: Re: OPPOSED to Apple's Way development plan

----- Forwarded by Joan V Ray/Notes on 06/02/2005 09:03 AM -----

Joan V Ray

06/02/2005 08:59 AM
To:
cc:

Subject: Re: OPPOSED to Apple's Way development plan

Dear Mr. & Ms. Leonhardt:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded 
to the Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us

Carol Leonhardt <caleonha@alltel.net>

Carol Leonhardt 
<caleonha@alltel.net>

06/01/2005 06:00 PM
Please respond to 
6530.S.66th.St; Please 
respond to 
Lincoln.NE.68516

To: <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc: <caleonha@alltel.net>

Subject: OPPOSED to Apple's Way development plan

Dear Council Members,
We are homeowners in Country Meadows which is adjacent to the proposed Apple’s 
Way development.  
We are OPPOSED to changing the zoning of this property to allow commercial 
development because:
•  Traffic engineers say that commercial development will 
significantly increase traffic on Highway 2 and 66th Street.
•  Mayor Wesley promised no further commercial development along the 
corridor from Old Cheney to 70th Street.
•  Country Meadows is a uniquely beautiful park-like neighborhood 
whose beauty will be compromised by adjacent commercial development.
•  Concern that property values in Country Meadows will drop and 
result in loss to homeowners and the city’s tax revenue.
Please do not vote to change the zoning to allow commercial development of 
Apple’s Way.

Respectfully, 
Dwain & Carol Leonhardt, Country Meadows Homeowners
6530 South 66th Street
Lincoln, NE 68516





Joan V Ray

06/02/2005 09:08 AM

To: "Alan" <ahersch@neb.rr.com>
cc:

Subject: Re: Omaha paper editorial

Dear Mr. Hersch:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@ci.lincoln.ne.us

"Alan" <ahersch@neb.rr.com>

"Alan" 
<ahersch@neb.rr.com>

06/02/2005 08:13 AM

To: <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
cc:

Subject: Omaha paper editorial

I sent this letter to OWH and LJS today:

 

Something is going on in the editorial room at the Omaha World Herald, and, quite frankly, it 
smells.  That newspaper has decided it’s time to bash Lincoln.  An editorial last week offered 
pointed commentary about Lincoln politics and development processes, but offered best wishes 
that things would improve.  But when Lincoln Mayor Coleen Seng cited the numerous 
progressive actions taking place in Lincoln, the World Herald editors lashed back with guns 
blazing.  This makes me wonder: what’s the real agenda here?  Why has the Omaha paper 
decided all of the sudden to bash the Capitol City?  Does Omaha really want to see Lincoln grow 
and prosper, or do other feelings prevail?  And is this the just the opinion of the World Herald 
editors, or does it reflect sentiment of the broader Omaha community?  Those folks have 
certainly opened a wound. I hope Omaha business and community leaders will respond to their 
newspaper’s recent rants.

 

Alan Hersch



DO NOT REPLY to this- 
InterLinc 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov
>

06/02/2005 09:47 AM

To: General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>
cc:

Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
  General Council

Name:     Tracy Renner
Address:  151 W Lombard Dr
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:    438-5814
Fax:      
Email:    TRENNER @ neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
My name is Tracy Renner. I'm writing as a mom, a healthcare worker, and a 
property owner, in the Highlands. Two years ago I we were told my son couldn’t 
go to Goodrich, there was no room. He was one of the Fredstrom children to go 
to North Star middle school. On April 8'h a note came home telling me you 
wanted to change my sons hours he is in school. Next year he is to start at 
9:00 am and be dismissed at 4:00 pm.
I realize there are many issues facing the school board. Boundaries, 
overcrowding, air quality, too many transfers, are all issues. Start times and 
children‘s well being is at the top of mine.
As a registered respiratory therapist and registered sleep technician, I need 
to say medically, what we are doing is bad. At minimum, its backwards. Middle 
school children still have the natural ability to get up earlier than high 
schoolers. Middle school is a time when orthodontia, and things like that, 
need to be done. They need time for that after school. A lot of kids that age 
are helping watch siblings after school. They need to be able to get places, 
safely, without it getting dark.
High school age children experience a natural change in their 24-hour clock 
due to growth and hormones. They become "phase delayed". There bodies 
naturally want to go to bed at 11:00 pm (on average). They have after school 
sports. They have jobs. They have the ability to transport themselves.
This is most important! Studies and research already tells us what will happen 
with earlier start times and sleep deprivation. Sleep deprivation has a direct 
link to: weight gain, metabolic syndrome, high BP, heart disease, negative 
moods, symptoms that mimic ADHD, low grades, increased unintentional injuries, 
and stimulant use.
We want to dismiss the high school children at 2:00. Studies show these kids 
have riskier behavior. 45% of juvenile crime takes place between 2:00-4:00 pm.
Have the middle schoolers start earlier and the high schoolers later, or make 
no changes to North Stars schedule.
We are not messing with the kids we displaced two  years ago. We have still 
not fixed where future Fredstrom children are going. "
We need to get creative here and think outside the box.  The school board 
needs help in making some big decisions that effect the future of this city. 
Parents are not happy. People are moving out to surrounding towns. We need to 
make Lincoln an attractive place to live. City planning that works with school 
planning helps achieve this. I have 5 neighbors moving. They are all stating 
the school cituation is all or part of the problem.
There has been talk that the Highland should be divided into  several schools. 
This should  not be an option.. I chose for my kids to be here and grow up 
with these people. I care about my community. Our neighborhood and city 



quality are in jeopardy.
We are killing our city with poor planning and growth. We have several new 
housing projects going up in the Highlands. Where will they go to school?
Redrawing boundaries was a top priority over two years ago. We have not seen 
any progress. We need new boundaries now. It may also need to happen again or 
even regularly, like Denver.
I'm concerned of student's safety with the overcrowding. I heard rumors the 
Goodrich students were told to get home in 20 minutes due to weather alerts 
and there was no room to shelter them all. If true that is quite a liability 
for the city to take.
We are tired of band aides. Moving to North Star was a band aide. It was only 
a temporary solution. We need options that are going to last longer than 2 
years.
Some of my neighbors feel we should consider an option like sending our 
children to Park. The Highlands could all go together, everyone. It appears we 
could stay there for years and allow the system to be fixed There appears to 
be room for growth there. Moving us out of North Star allows it to grow as 
well.
I hold our city responsible for our children's success. Their test scores are 
impressive. They need to stay that way. We need: I) Well worded and planned 
bond issues. Let the public know how bad things are. 2) Creativity utilizing 
what we have. Try building up instead of out. 2nd stories are cheaper. 3) If 
reliance on property tax continues to be unsuccessful we need other resources. 
4) Re-look at costs and salaries of those other than paras and teachers. I 
hear we out-do Omaha on some of this. 5) Investigate what is working for 
others. In Millard, there is a new housing development that is opening a new 
school that is closed to transfers because it will be full once all the houses 
are built.
6) Consider our children's health and well being when making decisions.
I am asking for you attention on what is a whole city issue, not just a minor 
school board issue.
Thank you for your time,






















































