
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, JULY 18, 2005 - 11:00 A.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents Award Of Excellence For June -
(See Release) 

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng will have a news conference
at 8:45 a.m. Tuesday, July 12th: - (See Advisory) 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Fund Raising Launched For Trail Bridge Over
North 27th Street - (See Release)

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Water Main Break On South 40th Closes Street -
(See Release)   

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Ribbon-Cutting Today For Havelock
Improvements -(See Release)  

II. DIRECTORS 

PARKS & RECREATION 

1. Letter from Lynn Johnson to Curtis Weller - RE: Street Tree Concern -
(See Letter)  

PLANNING 

1. Annexation by Ordinance - Ordinance #18552 - Effective: July 5, 2005 -
98.27 Acres. 

2. Annexation by Ordinance - Ordinance #18558 - Effective: July 5, 2005 -
26.09 Acres. 

3. Annexation by Ordinance - Ordinance #18544 - Effective: June 28, 2005 -
6.9 Acres.  
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4. Letter from Tom Cajka to Lyle Loth, ESP - RE: Woodland View Final Plat
#05022-Generally located at SW 37th St. and West Plum St. -(See Letter) 

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 

1. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: 9th/ 10th/ Van Dorn Intersection
- Project 702186 - (See Advisory)   

2. E-Mail Response from Thomas Shafer to Ms. Herrington - RE: An area
along South 14th Street between Old Cheney and Pine Lake after the
widening of this road-the ground, dirt up against the fence, replacement of
grass, medians full of weeds - (See E-Mail)            

WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY 

1. Combined Weed Program - City of Lincoln - June 2005 Monthly Report. 

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL

 A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP 

1. E-Mail from Bob Tagg to Jon Camp - RE: Lincoln Municipal Band -
(See E-Mail) 

COUNCIL - RFI’S

1. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE: Salt Creek
Floodplain segment of South Beltway - (RFI#1 - 6/28/05)

2.  Request to Urban Development Department - RE: The Kinder-Care at 17th

& South-BryanLGH/West not renewing their contract - (RFI#4 - 6/28/05)   
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ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. Request to Mark Bowen, Mayor’s Office - RE: Weekly updates to the City
Council on the status of ITI - (RFI#1 - 7/07/05)  

V. MISCELLANEOUS

1. Letter from Charles W. Swingle to StarTran - RE: About the timetables
being removed from the inside of the Gold building - (See Letter)   

2. E-Mail from Harlan Franey - RE: Glorious Fourth!! -(See E-Mail)   

3. Letter from Dennis A. Van Horn, Associate Superintendent for Business
Affairs, Lincoln Public Schools - RE: LES rate increase -(Council received
a copy of this letter on 7/11/05 before Formal Council Meeting)(See Letter)

4. E-Mail from Lyle Bigley - RE: Parking meter in the Haymarket area -(See
E-Mail) 

5. E-Mail from Joseph Kraus - RE: Lincoln Municipal Band - (See E-Mail) 

6. E-Mail from Patrick Barrett - RE: LES 9% rate increase - (See E-Mail) 

7. E-Mail from Jim Johnson - RE: Save the Lincoln Municipal Band -(See 
E-Mail)

8. E-Mail from Ron Hoffman - RE: Save the Lincoln Municipal Band -(See 
E-Mail)

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

 

da071805/tjg          



MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 11,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Infonnation Center, 441-7831

MAYOR PMSENTS AWARD OF EXCELLENCE FOR JUNE

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today presented the Mayor's Award of Excellence for June to Lincoln Police
Officer Jason Brownell. The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide
exemplary service and work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City. The award was
presented at the beginning of to day's City Council meeting.

Brownell was nominated by Police Sergeant Ann Heermann in the categories of safety and productivity.
He has worked for the City since 2000. Brownell was chosen for this award for his work as a Lincoln
High School Resource Officer or SRO. When the school's SRO was injured, Brownell volunteered to fill
the position from October 2004 until February of2005.

During that time, Brownell responded to 150 calls for service, made six classroom presentations, wrote
250 traffic citations, made 85 misdemeanor and four felony arrests and served five warrants. His work
with juveniles added another 23 misdemeanor arrests, and one felony arrest. Heermann said Brownell
issued 84 percent more traffic citations, made 80 percent more misdemeanor arrests, and responded to 41
percent more calls for service than other high school SROs.

Heermann said Brownell focused on several long-term problems in the Lincoln High area, including'
students trespassing at nearby apartment complexes, resulting in property damage, fights and drug
activity. Brownell wrote 11 juvenile referrals and 10 citations in this situation. In another area, he made
17 arrests and wrote two juvenile referrals for narcotics- related violations.

In response to rumors of an upcoming fight, Brownell contacted a suspect wanted in connection with a
gun threat. After finding a loaded .38 revolver in the student's pocket, Brownell arrested the student, who
faces multiple charges. Heerman said Brownell's actions helped to avoid a disaster and ensured the safety
of everyone at the high school.

Lincoln High administrators praised Brownell for his listening skills, trustworthiness, long hours,
professionalism and proactive approach. Associate Principal Pam Robinson and Administrative Secretary
Deb McKinney wrote, "He treated everyone at Lincoln High with respect, and he took the time to work
with staff, students and parents to help students to make better decisions about their behavior and to
discuss what the consequences are when they make poor choices. He also took the time to patrol the area
around the school, often making student contacts that prevented problems from entering the school."

- more -

NEBRASKA



Mayor's Award of Excellence
July 11, 2005
Page Two

The other categories in which employees can be nominated are customer relations, loss prevention and
valor. All City employees are eligible for the Mayor's Award of Excellence except for elected officials
and some managers. Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the
general public.

Nomination fonns are available from department heads, employee bulletin boards or the Personnel
Department, which oversees the awards program. All nominations are reviewed by the Mayor's Award
of Excellence Committee, which includes a representative with each union and a non-union representative
appointed by the Mayor. Award winners receive a $100 U.S. savings bond, a day off with pay and a
plaque. Monthly winners are eligible to receive the annual award, which comes with a $500 U.S. savings
bond, two days off with pay and a plaque.

-~o-



MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: July 11,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Infonnation Center, 441-7831

Mayor Co1een J. Seng will have a I!ews conference at 8:45 a.m. Tuesday, July 12
at the southeast corner of North 27th and Apple streets. Parking is available on
the lot at that location.

The Mayor will discuss fund raising for the City's trail system, redevelopment on
North 27th Street and plans for Saturday's "No Place for Hate" rally at Antelope
Park.

~

CITY OF LI NCOLN .ADVI S OR Y
NEBRASKA



CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.goy

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 12,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Infonnation Center, 441-7831

Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939
Beth Thacker, Great Plains Trails Network, 483-0514

~

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today announced that a new fund-raising effort is under way for the construction of
a trail bridge over North 27th Street. The Great Plains Trails Network is spearheading the campaign for
the MOP AC Trail Bridge, which will cross 27th Street near "Y" Street. The $1.76 million bridge will be
funded through donations, grants and tax-increment financing generated by redevelopment on North 27th
Street.

"The MOP AC Trail Bridge will be a very important addition to our outstanding trail system," said Mayor
Seng. "This link will provide a safe crossing for trail users over busy 27th Street as well as a connection
between the downtown and east campuses of the University. It also is an important' component of the
Antelope Valley Project because it connects four major trails along its corridor."

-.

The Mayor also announced that Heartland Optical will open a new business at the comer of 27th and
Apple streets. The new business and the trail bridge both are included in the North 27th Street
Redevelopment Plan the City completed in September 2002. The plan is a guide for redevelopment along
the North 27th Street corridor from "N' Street on the south to the viaduct over the railroad tracks on the
north.

"It is important that we move this bridge project forward because of the safety issues involved," said Lynn
Johnson, City Parks and Recreation Director. "It also is important that we have matching funds available
to apply for grants through the Federal Enhancement Program. That program has provided funding for
many trail projects in and around Lincoln, including the 27th Street bridges for the Rock Island, Bison,
Antelope Creek, Jamaica North and Homestead trails."

Johnson thanked the GPTN for pledging $125,000 for the bridge project. The City will apply for
$500,000 in federal grants, and other grant applications are pending. The tax increment financing
generated from redevelopment on North 27th could provide an additional $1 million. Tax-deductible
contributions for the bridge can be made through the Nebraska Trails Foundation, 5000 North 7th Street,
Lincoln, NE 68521.

The City of Lincoln owns the trail corridor. Sections from 18th to 19th streets and from 24th to 33rd
streets were purchased from the Union Pacific in 2001 for $250,000, with half of that provided by GPTN.

-30-



NEWS
RELEASECITY OF LINCOLN

NEBRASKA

MAYOR COLEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
Lincoln Water System, 2021 N. 27th Street, Lincoln, NE 68503, 441-7571, fax 441-8493

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 12,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Greg Topil, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7711

WATER MAIN BREAK ON SOUTH 40TH CLOSES STREET

South 40th Street between VanDorn and Normal Boulevard is closed to through traffic this
afternoon because of a break in a 12-inch water main between Smith and Lake streets about
11 :45 a.m. today. This section of the street may be closed for up to two weeks. Water service
has been interrupted to about 20 homes in the area, but is expected to be restored by 7 p.m. this
evenIng.

Southbound traffic on 40th Street is being re-routed to Nonnal Boulevard, east to 48th Street,
south on 48th Street to VanDorn, then west on VanDorn to 40th Street. Drivers are encouraged
to use alternate routes such as 27th, 33rd and 48th streets between South Street and Van Dorn.

Once the water main is repaired, crews will evaluate the condition of the roadway surface. Street
and sidewalk repairs will begin immediately in an effort to reopen the roadway to traffic as soon
as possible.

Those with questions about their water service can contact the Lincoln Water System
at 441-7571.

30 -
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MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 13,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Ken Smith, City Parking Manager, 441-6097
Rock Krzycki, Watershed Management, 441-4959
Hallie Salem, Urban Development, 441-5543

RIBBON-CUTTING TODAY FOR HAVELOCK IMPROVEMENTS

Mayor Coleen J. Seng will participate in a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Havelock pedestrian
link and parking lot project at 5:30 p.m. today from 61st to 62nd streets, just north of Havelock
Avenue. The parking lot is the City's first use of a "bioretention cell" system, which is designed
to reduce the amount of pollutants discharged directly into the storm drain. The entire project
was a joint effort of the Havelock Business Association; the Parking and Watershed Management
divisions of the City Public Works and Utilities Department; and the City Urban Development
Department.

"The project is an important reinvestment in the Historic Havelock District," said Mayor Seng.
"The pedestrian walkway and parking lot are just the beginning of other public and private
investment we expect to take place along Havelock A venue. I want to thank the Havelock,
Business Association and area residents for their commitment to revitalizing the commercial
district."

The pedestrian link features enhanced landscaping and lighting and a shaded seating area. The
Havelock Business Association hopes the area will serve as a community gathering spot for
possible fanners' markets, art shows and other events. The walkway was funded through tax-
increment financing generated from the Havelock redevelopment area.

The parking lot features landscaping and new brick signage. The lot's bioretention cell system
uses special plants in a conditioned soil bed to treat and manage stormwater runoff. Pollutants
such as grease, oil and antifreeze are reduced through absorption, decomposition and filtration
within the cell. In addition to slowing runoff and improving stormwater quality, the system also
creates a garden to attract butterflies and birds. The City plans to continue using similar systems
in other lots.

Today's ribbon-cutting will include music, food and guided tours of the bioretention cell system.

-30-
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July 8, 2005

Curtis Weller
3800 Orchard Street
Lincoln, NE 68503

Re: Street Tree Concern

Dear Mr. Weller:

The purpose of this letter is to follow up on our telephone conversation
of Wednesday, July 6, 2005.

As we discussed, you contacted the Community Forestry Division and
requested that an Accolade Elm be planted as a street tree adjoining
your residence.  This request was included in the contract for planting
street trees to be completed during the spring of 2005.  The landscape
contractor was not able to supply Accolade elms at the size specified in
the contract, and it was agreed that Marshall Ash would be substituted. 
Thus, a Marshall Ash was planted in the right-of= way adjoining your
residence.  I apologize that you were not contacted to make you aware
of this substitution, since you had specifically requested an Accolade
Elm.  We will replace the Marshall Ash with an Accolade Elm during
the planting season this fall, and relocate the ash to a suitable location.

Please phone Steve Schwab, City Forester, at 441-7036, or me at 441-
8265 if you have questions.

Sincerely,

Lynn Johnson, Director
Parks & Recreation Dept.

Cc: Mayor Coleen J. Seng
City Council Members
Steve Schwab, City Forester

F:\FILES\QPPJAB\WPDOCS\bpa050711 Curtis Weller ltr.pdf.wpd
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July 12, 2005

9th/10th/Van Dorn Intersection - Project 702186

The City of Lincoln, Department of Public Works would like to take this opportunity to invite
you to an open house regarding the 9th/10th/Van Dorn Intersection Project.

On  Tuesday, July 26, 2005 from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the Van Dorn Park Shelter located on the
southwest corner of the 9th and Van Dorn intersection, Engineers from the Public Works
Department will be available to answer questions about the proposed project that will create
two new northbound to westbound left turn lanes, other minor geometric improvements, signal
modifications, and sidewalk construction.

Members of the public may attend anytime it is convenient between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and
7:00 p.m. and will be able to get information and provide input for the project which is
currently only conceptually designed.

This project is proposed in an effort to eliminate northbound to westbound left turn crashes at
the 10th and Van Dorn intersection by constructing two left turn lanes that will replace the
existing single left turn lane at 10th and Van Dorn.  This will improve vehicular safety and
operations by reducing total crashes at the intersection.  The project is proposed as a safety
project which is eligible for 80% federal safety funding with 10% state funding and 10% local
funding matches.

If you cannot attend the open house and have questions, please contact the project
representatives listed below.

Kris Humphrey Scott Cockrill
City of Lincoln, Engineering Services City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
(402) 441-7711 (402) 441-7711
702186 Adv KH tdq.wpd



Thomas S Shafer/Notes 

07/12/2005 02:49 PM

To dherrin@lps.org

cc council@lincoln.ne.gov, Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, 
Joan V Ray/Notes@Notes, Maggie Kellner/Notes@Notes, 
Charles D Wilcox/Notes@Notes, Bruce W 

bcc

Subject

Dear Ms. Herrington,

I am writing in response to your recent correspondence to the City Council.  The contractor told us they 
worked on the dirt around your fence on Saturday, July 9th. They have been very busy with many 
construction projects and issues around the City and I apologize for the length of time it took to resolve it.  
Hopefully this completes that issue.  

There was seeding placed in the spring in the area, and in many cases it did sprout and is growing.  We 
will be monitoring the condition of the right of way and make adjustments in the fall when conditions are 
better suited to establishment of grass.  

I hope my response has adequately addressed your concerns.  Please contact me if I can be of any 
further help.

Thomas S. Shafer, P.E.
Design/Construction Manager
441-7837

Thomas S Shafer/Notes

----- Forwarded by Thomas S Shafer/Notes on 07/06/2005 04:04 PM -----





Combined Weed Program
City of Lincoln

June 2005 Monthly Report

Inspection Activity
1,421 inspections on 565 sites were
made during the month. 2.570
inspections on 1,306 sites were made
this year.

Weed Abatement

• Made 1,975 inspections on 1,015
sites on 602 acres.

• Found 842 violations on 449 acres.
• Found no violations on 167 sites.
• 864 complaints received on 698

sites.
• Sent 350 notices, 516 letters,

published 80 notifications and made
16 personal contacts.

• 557 sites cut by landowners.
• 27 sites force cut by contractors.
• Cutting is pending on 262 sites.

Noxious Weeds
• Made 595 inspections on 291 sites

on 2.091 acres.
• Found 260 violations on 413 acres.

- 214 musk thistle
- 24 leafy spurge
- 3 Canada thistle
- 16 purple loosestrife
- 3 saltcedar

• Found no violations on 29 sites.
• Sent 57 notices, 155 letters, 3 trace

cards and made 55 personal
contacts.

• 97 control plans have been received.
• 147 sites controlled by owners.
• 15 sites controlled by inspectors.
• 6 sites controlled by contractors.
• Control is pending on 77 sites.

JUNE Activities
9 Mgt Team Mtg 7:30
9 Budget hearing 3:00 Rm 113
15 Region I Meeting
22 CRP Meeting
23 LPWMA meeting
30 Monthly activity report
Planned JULY Activities
5 Vacation
14 Mgt Team Mtg 7:30
29 LPWMA meeting
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INSPECTION SUMMARY    
1,975 Inspections of 1,015 sites

Letter
46%

Published
7%

None
15%

Direct 
contact

1%

Notice
31%

 



campjon@aol.com 

07/11/2005 07:50 PM

To JRay@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc

bcc

Subject Re: (no subject)

Bob:
 
Will check into this.  Hope all is well with you!
 
Best regards,
 
Jon 
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793
Constituent representative:  Darrell Podany
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: JRay@ci.lincoln.ne.us
To: campjon@aol.com
Sent: Mon, 11 Jul 2005 14:19:56 -0500
Subject: Fw: (no subject)

FYI
----- Forwarded by Joan V Ray/Notes on 07/11/2005 02:21 PM -----
                                                                           
             RobertLTagg@aol.c                                             
             om                                                            
                                                                        To 
             07/11/2005 02:19          council@ci.lincoln.ne.us            
             PM                                                         cc 
                                                                           
                                                                   Subject 
                                       (no subject)                        
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           
                                                                           

Attn:Jon Camp.  Jon,I would appreciate any thing you can do to restore the
Lincoln Municipal Band to the city budget.  Thanks  Bob Tagg

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any



attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information.  Any
unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies
of the original message.





Joan V Ray/Notes

07/11/2005 09:08 AM

To Hfraney@aol.com

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Glorious fourth

Dear Mr. Franey:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@lincoln.ne.gov

Hfraney@aol.com

Hfraney@aol.com 

07/10/2005 03:17 PM To council@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc

Subject Glorious fourth

I see the editor of the local paper is getting his or her knickers in a twist (as the British so aptly 
put it) over the crime wave occurring in the city.  Many thousands of our citizens had a great, if 
somewhat noisy, weekend celebrating the birth of our country and nobody got killed or seriously 
injured. For a few others I guess you could call it schadenfreude (sp?) in reverse. For my part, if 
my neighbors are willing to blow a bundle on fireworks, I'll appreciate the spectacle from my 
driveway. Chief Casady's lads probably have more important things to do and I hope they didn't 
hurry too much to try to keep up with the complaints.
 
Harlan Franey
5523 S 73rd







DO NOT REPLY to this - 
InterLinc 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/11/2005 04:20 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
  General Council

Name:     Lyle Bigley
Address:  2140 Breckenridge Dr.
City:     Lincoln,NE 68521

Phone:    402-476-3698
Fax:      
Email:    bigley20@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
I just got home from the business at the Haymarket area.  The meter took all 
my quarter and dimes.  I have a pocket full of nickels but the meters won't 
take them.  I had to walk about 24 block to get things done.  I got back two 
minutes late and had a $10 parking ticket and it said if not paid immediately 
my car will be towed.  I can see why there are so many businesses going out of 
business in the Haymarket.  Hacketts, Now and Then, and the market.  This 
ticket made me think, why would I want to shop here.  I'll just go to the 
shopping centers where parking is free and there is much more selection.  Does 
the cost of paying meter maids and driving business away even out? No one 
seems to care about anything except the all might dollar.  It an example of 
penny wise and pound foolish.

I pay $7396.72 in property taxes, not the mention what it takes for car 
registration. In my neighborhood there are barking dogs at all hours and the 
barking ordinance is worthless.  There are no city parks or swimming pools for 
miles from my neighborhood.  You have to pay to get into the state lakes to 
have the privilege to be in toxic algae.  Makes me wonder why anyone would 
like to live here.  I guess we're stuck because you can't save any money to 
move away because of the high taxes. Thanks for the privilege of living in 
this city.  Lyle



Joan V Ray/Notes

07/12/2005 10:53 AM

To Joseph Kraus <jkraus1@unl.edu>

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Lincoln Municipal Band

Dear Mr. Kraus:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@lincoln.ne.gov

Joseph Kraus <jkraus1@unl.edu>

Joseph Kraus 
<jkraus1@unl.edu> 

07/12/2005 10:50 AM

To council@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc

Subject Lincoln Municipal Band

Dear Members of the City Council,

I write to urge you to reconsider your elimination of funds for the 
Lincoln Municipal Band concerts from the 2005-2006 city budget. 
These free concerts have a long history in the City of Lincoln and 
speak to the quality of life in our community.  It would be a shame 
to see them discontinue for lack of support.

All best,

Joseph C. Kraus
5211 W. Chadderton Circle (District 4)
Lincoln, NE  68521-4323
-- 



Joan V Ray/Notes

07/13/2005 03:00 PM

To <ptbarrett1@alltel.net>

cc

bcc

Subject Re: LES 9% rate increase

Dear Mr. Barrett:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@lincoln.ne.gov

<ptbarrett1@alltel.net>

<ptbarrett1@alltel.net> 

07/13/2005 02:11 PM To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

Subject LES 9% rate increase

As a concerned citizen, I question the justification by LES for their rate 
increase. We are all customers of LES with no choice of electrical providers, 
but I continually see LES spending un-told dollars advertising their service. 
If they are in such dire need for a rate increase, why are they advertising to 
customers who have no choice in who they purchase their electricity from? 
Having dealt with the LES administration in the past concerning the street 
lights east of 33rd on Sheridan Blvd, I already know that we can protest their 
choice, but the administration at LES simply does what they desire. LES will 
raise their rates by 9% (or more) and the city council will simply be forced 
to rubber stamp their agenda. 
LES should provide line detail in how they spend their monies, and actively 
pursue internal budget cuts (including administrative salary reductions), to 
demonstrate to the citizens of Lincoln that they are working for us in 
providing the best rates possible. 

Thank you for listening. 

Patrick Barrett
3860 Sheridan Blvd
Lincoln NE 68506
(402) 489-2922



Joan V Ray/Notes

07/13/2005 11:41 AM

To Jim Johnson <jjohnson@cornhusker.net>

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Save the Lincoln Municipal Band

Dear Mr. Johnson:  Your message has been received in the Council Office and will be forwarded to the 
Council Members for their consideration.   Thank you for your input on this issue.
Joan V. Ray
City Council Office
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE - 68508
Phone: 402-441-6866
Fax:      402-441-6533
e-mail:  jray@lincoln.ne.gov

Jim Johnson <jjohnson@cornhusker.net>

Jim Johnson 
<jjohnson@cornhusker.net> 

07/13/2005 06:44 AM

To council@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc lmb@artsincorporated.org

Subject Save the Lincoln Municipal Band

Dear Council members:

 Please restore the $10,000 funding for the Lincoln Municipal 
Band, which 
was dropped from the Parks & Recreation budget in the Mayor's proposed 
budget.  The summer Band concerts offer an affordable, free to the public, 
means of culture and entertainment to hundreds of families and senior 
citizens on summer Sunday evenings.  It gives an opportunity for musicians, 
some established and some just out of high school, to showcase their 
talents, and for those of us in the audience it brings a sense of civic 
pride and patriotism.  The concerts bring people to Antelope Park each week 
in the summer, and showcase the park in a way that few other events can.

 Lincoln has recently, and justifiably, been working toward a 
revival of 
the arts, with the Tour de Lincoln, the 12th Street Corridor, and other 
initiatives.  Discontinuing the grant to the Band would likely put the band 
out of business, and would fly in the face of the City's recent attempts to 
rejuvenate the arts in Lincoln.

 From the patriotic "Star Spangled Sounds" which opened this 
year's series, 
to the Band's July 17 salute to Veterans, to their July 31 salute to senior 
citizens, to their August 7 salute to healthcare professionals, to their 
August 14 celebration of "Lincoln Through the Ages," and other warm themes, 
the band instills a sense of pride in the families and senior citizens who 
attend the concerts.

 I would remind you that a past Council chose to name the 
bandshell itself 



the "John Shildneck Bandshell," in honor of John Shildneck, a long-time
conductor of the Band.  The bandshell without the band would be only a shell.

 I do understand that the budget is tight, and $10,000 is a big 
chunk of 
money.  And I reserve the right on future occasions to give suggestions on 
how to spend other (larger) chunks of that money, some of which will 
probably be deemed partisan.  But the grant to the Lincoln Municipal Band 
is a very worthy investment in the City and the Parks Department, and is 
most certainly NOT a partisan cause.  The lists of "Friends of the Band" 
and the band's Board contain a few politically recognized people, of both 
parties: Kay Orr, Shirley Marsh, William Workman,  Bill Harris, Barb Baier, 
and, well, ME.  But for the most part it's just people about whom I have no 
clue about their politics - radio great Don Gill, long time UN-L band 
director Jack Snider, Dorithy Obbink, Don Bryant, Deb Van Horn Weber - lots 
of other good names too.  And to date the name at the very TOP of the 
"Friends" list is "City of Lincoln."  I'm proud of that name, and I urge 
you to help keep it there.  Find the $10,000 somewhere and keep the Lincoln 
Muncipal Band in business.  (If you and the Mayor play your cards right, 
maybe they'll let you-all publicly present them with a big check at one of 
the concerts!)

 Thanks!

  Jim Johnson, jjohnson@cornhusker.net
  1201 Berkshire Ct #36
  Lincoln NE  68505



DO NOT REPLY to this - 
InterLinc 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/13/2005 09:42 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
  General Council

Name:     Ron Hoffman
Address:  4040 So 30
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:    402-489-0123
Fax:      
Email:    rbhoffman@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
I would like you to consider keeping the $10,000 in the 2005-2006 budget for 
the muncipal bandconcerts held at Antelope Park.  I relize there has to be 
cuts but this cut would lend to the disappointmet to hundreds of people plus 
take away the enjoymen on Sun. evening in the park. To take away something 
like and in the same breath add 2 to 5 cents on the gas,  $5 for wheel tax, 9% 
increase in electric rates, and I'm confifdent there will be other increases! 
Than take away what so many people want and enjoy, whats next?????
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