
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, AUGUST 22, 2005 - 11:00 A.M.

CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents July Award Of Excellence -(See
Release) 

2. Memo from Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center - RE: Funding for
City-sponsored events -(See Memo) 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Part Of Pine Lake Road Reopens To Local Traffic
Today -(See Release)  

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 33RD & “D” Street Intersection To Close Monday -
(See Release) 

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Planned On South Street
Improvements -(See Release) 

6. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Coleen Seng’s schedule for Thursday,
August 18th includes: - (See Advisory)  

7. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Kicks Off “Stories Of Home” Public Art
Project -Artists and families to collaborate on three-dimensional pieces -
(See Release) 

II. DIRECTORS 

HEALTH 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Skunk Tests Positive In Lincoln -(See Release)

PLANNING 

1. Letter from Marvin Krout to Burket E. Graf, A.I.A. - RE: Letter sent to
Council member Dan Marvin-you suggesting that stricter standards on
outdoor lighting are needed -(See Letter)       
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PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 

1. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Upcoming Public Meeting “O”
Street Roadway Improvement Project -Project #701780 - (See Advisory) 

2. Response Letter from Scott Opfer to Billy Vogel - RE: Your concerns about
traffic operations at the intersections 70th & Nebraska Hwy 2 & 70th & Pine
Lake Road -(See Letter) 

3. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Paving Unit #139 - Benton
Street; 1st Street to 600' West - Project #565139 - (See Advisory)  

4. Public Works & Utilities ADVISORY - RE: Public Open House-South
Street Improvements Project -Project #540009 - (See Advisory) 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

1. Interoffice Memo from Clinton W. Thomas, Real Estate Division - RE:
Street & Alley Vacation #05006 West Cleveland Avenue from NW 53rd to
approximately NW 49th Street - (See Memo)  

WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY 

1. Combined Weed Program - City of Lincoln - July 2005 Monthly Report. 

   
III. CITY CLERK 

1. Material from Jan Bolin, Budget Office sent to Council Office by City
Clerk Joan Ross - RE: 2005-06 Budget Resolution-05R-203 -(Copy of 
Material on file in the City Council Office.) (See Material) 
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IV. COUNCIL

 A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JONATHAN COOK 

1. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department/ Weed Control Authority -
RE: Overgrown weeds SW 25th & W Plum - (RFI#126 - 8/12/05). — 1.) 
SEE RESPONSE FROM RUSS SHULTZ, WEED CONTROL
AUTHORITY RECEIVED ON RFI#126 - 8/15/05.           

COUNCIL - RFI’S

1. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE: Salt Creek
Floodplain segment of South Beltway - (RFI#1 - 6/28/05). — [NOTE:  1.) 
Received response from Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Public Works & Utilities
Department on Council RFI#1-7/18/05-listed & response attached on
the Directors’ Addendum for July 18th.]       

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. Request to Mark Bowen, Mayor’s Office - RE: Weekly updates to the City
Council on the status of ITI - (RFI#1 - 7/07/05). — 1.)  SEE RESPONSE
FROM MARK BOWEN, MAYOR’S OFFICE RECEIVED ON RFI#1
- 8/04/05.  

DAN MARVIN

1. Request to Finance Department OR Personnel Department - RE: All Tax
Funds-Expenditures By Category-1998-99 Through 2005-06 Mayor
Recommended Budget - (RFI#1 - 8/15/05)  

ANNETTE McROY 

1. Request to Karl Fredrickson, Public Works & Utilities Director/Lynn
Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: A Divided City - (RFI#166 -
7/21/05)  
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2. Request to Public Works & Utilities-Water - RE: Concerned the water
pressure provided to the Highlands neighborhood is less than adequate -
(RFI#167 - 7/29/05)

3. Request to Public Works & Utilities-Sidewalks - RE: Construction of a
sidewalk on City property along NW 1st Street-south of Fire Station 14 -
(RFI#168 - 7/29/05)  

4. Request to Law Department - RE: What is the reasoning behind the
prohibition of not allowing pawn shops to operate on Sunday? - (RFI#169 -
8/12/05)

PATTE NEWMAN 
1. Request to Karl Fredrickson, Public Works & Utilities Director/ Police

Chief Tom Casady - RE: Please provide the crash data for the intersection
of 44th & Cleveland - (RFI#36 - 7/25/05) — 1.)  SEE RESPONSE FROM
POLICE CHIEF TOM CASADY RECEIVED ON RFI#36 - 7/25/05.     

V. MISCELLANEOUS

1. Letter from Robert Ponte - RE: Couldn’t believe his eyes when read in the
paper that the Council was considering charging a wheel tax on all
Lancaster County residents! -(See Letter) 

2. Letter from Ron Davis - RE: Thank You for your help!! - (See Letter) 

3. 3 Letters & Resolution #83460 from Christi Chaves, President, Community
Health Endowment of Lincoln to E. Wimes, Assistant Vice
President/Human Resources; Richard Boucher, Boucher Law Firm; and
Mary Jane Humphrey; - RE: Welcoming Letters to the Board of Trustees of
the Community Health Endowment! -(See Letters)    

4. Material from Ron Davis - RE: Developing a Methodology Within This
State and Country For Better Rewarding Educational Excellence and Good
Government Workers -(See Material) 

5. Material from Ron Davis - RE: Upcoming Package of Material about a New
Type of National Defense -(See Material)     

VI.  ADJOURNMENT           da082205/tjg



NEWS
RELEASE MAYOR COLEEN J. SENGCITY OF LINCOLN

NEBRASKA

lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 15,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Infonnation Center, 441-7831

MA YOR PRESENTS JUL YAW ARD OF EXCELLENCE

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today presented the Mayor's Award of Excellence for July to Public Health Nurse
Kimberly Rettig with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. The monthly award recognizes
City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and work that demonstrates personal
commitment to the City. The award was presented at the beginning of to day's City Council meeting.

Rettig, who has worked for the City since 1992, was nominated by Public Health Nursing Assistant
Supervisor Patty Baker in the category of productivity. Baker said Rettig's dedication to her clients "has
impacted many lives and public health issues," and she gave two examples of how Rettig's education and
support helped clients make major lifestyle changes:
. A pregnant woman on Medicaid was making frequent trips to the emergency room because she

had never been taught how to properly access health care. She is now pregnant with her third
child and continues to use appropriate physician care.

. Another pregnant client received no prenatal care and admitted to marijuana and
methamphetamine use during her pregnancy. The father of the baby threatened to kick her out if
she came home with the baby. With Rettig's help, the baby's father agreed to let them come
home. The mother is drug-free and nurturing her baby. The baby has gained appropriate weight
and has no developmental delays.

The Mayor shared excerpts ofa letter from another of Rettig's clients: "You can only imagine how many
questions and concerns I had, with becoming a mother for the first time. I don't know if it was her'
kindness, her knowledge or her true compassion that made me trust and confide in her. I truly feel that
Kim Rettig not only provides me with much knowledge with every visit, but she is also the reason why I
(continue to) become a better mother for my son each and every day."

The other categories in which employees can be nominated are customer relations, loss prevention, safety
and valor. All City employees are eligible for the Mayor's Award of Excellence except for elected
officials and some managers. Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates
and the general public. Nomination forms are available from department heads, employee bulletin boards
or the Personnel Department, which oversees the awards program.

All nominations are reviewed by the Mayor's Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a
representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor. Award winners
receive a $100 U.S. savings bond, a day off wIth pay and a plaque. Monthly winners are eligible to
receive the annual award, which comes with a $500 U.S. savings bond, two days off with pay and a
plaque.
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CITY OF LI NCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 17,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Charles Wilcox, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7532

33RD AND "D" STREET INTERSECTION TO CLOSE MONDAY- - --- - -- - -- - --

Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday, August 22, the intersection of 33rd and "D" streets will be closed
for about one week, weather permitting, due to ongoing storm sewer construction. The project is
scheduled for completion in November 2005.

During this road closure, southbound motorists on 33rd Street will be fe-routed west on
Randolph Street to 27th Street, south to Capitol Parkway, then east/southeast to "A" Street,
continuing east to 33rd Street. Northbound traffic on 33rd will be fe-routed east on "A" Street to
40th Street, north to Randolph Street, then west to 33rd.

Residents who have fences or landscaping they would like to save .are reminded to relocate them
as soon as possible to avoid any damage. The contractor will not be responsible for items that
are within the easements once work begins.

Additional information can be found on this and other City Public Works and Utilities
construction projects by visiting the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov.
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CITY OF LINCOLN
NEBRASKA

MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
808 "P" Street, Suite 400, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7606, fax 441-8711

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 17,2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Ernie Castillo, Urban Development, 441-7855

Holly Lionberger, Engineering Services, 441-7711
Heartland Center for Leadership Development, 474-7667

OPEN HOUSE PLANNED ON SOUTH STREET IMPROVEMENTS--

The public is invited to an open house Tuesday, August 23 to learn more about the improvements
planned for South Street from 8th to 18th streets. Presentations are planned at 5 :30 p.m. and 7
p.m. at Saratoga School, 2215 South 13th Street.

The project includes roadway resurfacing, the replacement of medians and traffic signals, new
pavement marking, new streetscape enhancements and replacement of storm sewers and a water
main. This meeting is an opportunity to meet with project team members, review preliminary
design concepts and offer feedback.

Those wanting more information can visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (click on Urban
Development) or www .southstreetimDrovements.com. The public also can contact Ernie
Castillo, City Urban Development Department, at 441-7855; Holly Lionberger, City Public
Works and Utilities Department, at 441-7711; or the Heartland Center for Leadership
Development at 474-7667.
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MAYOR COlEEN J. SENG lincoln.ne.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: August 17, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Coleen J. Seng's schedule for Thursday, August 18 includes:

10 a.m. - news conference on the Lincoln Arts Council's public art project
"Stories of Home" in the lobby outside the Mayor's office, 555 South
10th Street. Philadelphia artist Pepon Osorio, who is leading the project,
will attend.

2 p.m. - ribbon-cutting for Vine Street improvements at the new bridge at
about 19th Street. We will be on the north side. of Vine at the west end.of
the bridge. Parking is available at that location.

CITY OF LINCOLN ADVISORY
NEBRASKA







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 11, 2005
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Jim Weverka, Animal Control Manager, 441-7900

        Kris Johnson, Animal Control Officer, 441-7900

SKUNK TESTS POSITIVE IN LINCOLN

A skunk in Lincoln has tested positive for rabies. This is the first reported case of a skunk testing
positive this year. The skunk was found in the west central region of the city near Salt Creek.
Animal Control reminds the public of those symptoms associated with rabies and that caution
needs to be taken if a skunk is displaying abnormal behavior. Abnormal behavior could include
one or more of the following:  paralysis, circling, unprovoked aggression, self-mutilation, or
tameness. The skunk was found during daylight hours which is also abnormal behavior.

Bruce Dart, Health Director, states “Citizens need to be cautious this year if they see or suspect
that a skunk or any wild or domestic animal is rabid. It is important that they make sure their pets
are vaccinated.” Jim Weverka, Animal Control Manager, would like to remind pet owners that,
“City Municipal Code requires all puppies, kittens, and ferrets to have their first rabies
vaccination shot by three months of age and triennially thereafter. It is the best way to reduce
your and your pet’s risk of contacting rabies.” Animal Control urges pet owners to contact their
veterinarian and find out when their pet’s rabies vaccination expires. Horse owners may want to
discuss the issue of vaccination with their equine veterinarian. State regulations require any
unvaccinated pet (dog, cat, or ferret) to be placed under observation at a veterinary clinic for 6
months if the pet comes in contact with a rabid animal.

Skunks are normally nocturnal but they do sometimes forage by day, particularly in the spring
when they have young and may need extra food. If you observe a sick, disoriented-acting skunk
or your pet has had contact with a skunk, contact Animal Control at 441-7900 immediately for
assistance.   
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August 12, 2005

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETING
“O” STREET ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

PROJECT #701780

Citizens are invited to learn more about plans for the “O” Street Roadway Improvement Project
at a public open house from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. on  Thursday, August 18 at the Villager, 5200 “O”
Street.  This meeting will be an opportunity to see preliminary concepts for construction
phasing, hear updates on the project, and meet with project team members.  There will be a
brief presentation at 5:30 p.m. and repeated at 6:30 p.m.

The project is currently in the design phase and  includes turn lanes at the 48th and “O”
intersection; the widening of “O” Street from 52nd to 46th Streets to 6 lanes; safety and
capacity improvements to 48th Street from “M” to “R” Streets; and water main improvements.
The timeline for construction is dependent on the City's approved Capital Improvements
Program (CIP).  The current Draft CIP lists the project as starting in 2006.

For more information, the public can contact:

 LaDawn Capek Sperling Holly Lionberger
Olsson Associates City Public Works and Utilities Department
(402) 458-5610 (402) 441-7711

701780 Adv HL 2 tdq.wpd









August 16, 2005

Paving Unit #139
Benton Street; 1st Street to 600' West

Project #565139

The City of Lincoln Public Works Engineering Department would like to take this opportunity
to update you on a Paving Project in Benton Street west of 1st Street.  Constructors Inc. was
awarded this contract.  The Contractor plans working on the storm sewer section along 1st
Street from Irving Street to Benton Street on the west sides of the road during the week of
August 15 and starting on Benton Street the week of August 22.  This project will last
approximately two months.

If you have any problems or questions during construction period, please contact:

Eric Anderson Warren Wondercheck, Project Manager
Constructors Inc. City of Lincoln Engineering Services
434-1711 441-7014 or 441-7711

wwondercheck@lincoln.ne.gov

565139 Adv WLW tdq.wpd



August 17, 2005

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE
SOUTH STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

Project #540009

Citizens are invited to learn more about the South Street streetscape and roadway rehabilitation
project at a public open house on Tuesday, August 23, 2005 at Saratoga School, 2215 South
13th Street.  There will be a brief presentation at 5:30 p.m. and repeated at 7:00 p.m.  This
meeting will be an opportunity to meet with project team members, review preliminary
streetscape, roadway, utility and construction phasing design concepts and offer feedback.

In July, 2005 the City of Lincoln began the process of planning and designing improvements
to South Street between 8th and 18th Street.  The scope of the project includes roadway
resurfacing, replacement of medians and traffic signals, new pavement markings, new
streetscape enhancements and replacement of storm sewers and water main.

For more information, the public can contact the Heartland Center for Leadership Development
at 474-7667, Ernie Castillo, City Urban Development Department at 441-7855, or Holly
Lionberger, City Public Works and Utilities Department at 441-7711.

540009 Adv HL tdq.wpd





Combined Weed Program
City of Lincoln

July 2005 Monthly Report

Inspection Activity
1,003 inspections on 457 sites were made
during the month. 3,573 inspections on
1,763 sites were made this year.

Weed Abatement

• Made 2,713 inspections on 1,348 sites
on 718 acres.

• Found 1,152 violations on 532 acres.
• Found no violations on 191 sites.
• 1,100 complaints received on 920 sites.
• Sent 426 notices, 768 letters, published

97 notifications and made 16 personal
contacts.

• 848 sites cut by landowners.
• 72 sites force cut by contractors.
• Cutting is pending on 257 sites.

Noxious Weeds
• Made 860 inspections on 415 sites on

2.096 acres.
• Found 372 violations on 416 acres.

- 214 musk thistle
- 24 leafy spurge
- 3 Canada thistle
- 100 ornamental purple loosestrife
- 26 wild purple loosestrife
- 3 saltcedar

• Found no violations on 42 sites.
• Sent 74 notices, 250 letters, 3 trace

cards and made 60 personal contacts.
• 173 control plans have been received.
• 263 sites controlled by owners.
• 18 sites controlled by inspectors.
• 9 sites controlled by contractors.
• Control is pending on 61 sites.

July Activities
14 Mgt Team Mtg
21 LPWMA Control Meeting
29 Airboat Tour

Planned August Activities
11 Mgt Team Mtg
24 LPWMA Tour & Meeting
25 Set up state fair exhibit
29 Complaint Database meeting
29 State Fair
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INSPECTION SUMMARY    
2,713 Inspections of 1,348 sites

Letter
52%

Published
6%

None
13%

Direct 
contact

1%
Notice
28%























































































Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes

08/15/05 08:18 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Nicole 
Tooze/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Re: JCookRFI#126

Here is the response from Russ Schultz.

Brad Bentjen,

An inspection was made of HARTLAND HOMES SOUTHWEST 1ST ADD OUTLOT B
adjacent to your property at 2516 W. Plum Street on the afternoon of
August 12, 2005. The lot was found to be mowed except for the curb area
at SW25th Street and W. Plum Street. We have notified Hartland Homes
Inc. that this are also needs to be mowed.

Russell L. Shultz, Superintendent
Lancaster County Weed Control Authority
444 Cherrycreek Road, Building 'B'
Lincoln, NE 68528
402-488-2098

Tammy J Grammer/Notes

Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

08/12/2005 11:15 AM To Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, 
rshultz@netinfo.ci.lincoln.ne.us@Notes

cc campjon@aol.com, jcookcc@aol.com, robine@neb.rr.com, 
amcroy@mccrealty.com, newman2003@neb.rr.com, 
ksvoboda@alltel.net, dmarvin@neb.rr.com, 
Mayor/Notes@Notes, Mark D Bowen/Notes@Notes, Linda K 
Quenzer/Notes@Notes, Deborah L Engstrom/Notes@Notes

Subject JCookRFI#126

To:      Public Works & Utilities Department 
             Weed Control Authority 

Attached, please find Request For Information #126 from Jonathan Cook.  Please respond to Mr. Bentjen 
with a copy to me.  

If you will send your response to the Council Office at CouncilPacket@lincoln.ne.gov, in a pdf format, we 
will distribute your response in the usual manner on the Directors' Agenda.  The Subject line need only 
read JCookRFI#126.  Thank-you.

  

     

Tammy Grammer



City Council Office
441-6867



FROM: Jonathan Cook - RFI#126

DATE: August 12, 2005 

TO: Public Works & Utilities Department 
Weed Control Authority 

   
Name:     Brad Bentjen
Address:  2516 W. Plum St.
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68522

Phone:  
Fax:    
Email:    bbentjen@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
Mr. Cook,
First I want to thank you for taking the time to read my email.  I realize you probably
receive hundreds of these, so thanks for taking the time.  I was wondering if there is
something that can be done about growing weeds in a neighboring lot to our property? 
We live in a subdivision developed by Hartland Homes.  The currently own the lot that I
am referencing.  The weeds in this lot have taken over the few blades of grass and they
really need to mow their weeds.  If you drive on the street where SW 25th curves into W.
Plum St. you will notice the weeds between the curb and the sidewalk are getting tall and
very thick.  Personally it's an eyesore for the neighborhood, in the big picture though it
could end up becoming a safety issue if they let the weeds get too tall.

Thanks again,
Brad Bentjen
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