
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2006
11:00 A.M. 

I. MAYOR 
*1. Results of drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli bacteria by the

Colilert® method of analysis. September 19, 2006 and October 10, 2006. 
  2. NEWS RELEASE. Marine Corp Memorial to be Dedicated on Veterans Day.
  3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Seng naming Interim Fire Chief at news conference on

Thursday, November 2, 2006, 10:00 a.m., at Fire Station One, 1801 “Q” Street.
  4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor selects Wright as Interim Fire Chief, November 2, 2006.  
  5. NEWS RELEASE. Intersection of South 56th Street and Pine Lake Road to open Friday

to east/west traffic.   
   
II. DIRECTORS 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
*1. Memo from Steve Hubka, Budget Officer, on October Sales Tax Receipts plus:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (with refunds added back in);
c) Sales Tax Refunds; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collections.

*2. Reappropriation explanation from Steven Hubka, Budget Officer, plus:
a) Departmental Reappropriations Estimates;
b) Detail of Miscellaneous Encumbrances; and
c) Statement of Appropriation Status by Fund/Department.

*3. Memo from Steve Hubka, Budget Officer, with Fiscal Impact Statement.  

FINANCE/TREASURER’S DEPARTMENT
*1. Monthly City Cash Report as of September 30, 2006.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
  1. Waiver No. 06008. (People’s City Mission) Resolution No. PC-01024.
  2. Special Permit No. 06063. (On and Off sale alcohol at Big John’s Billiards, 399 Sun

Valley Blvd.) Resolution No. PC-01023.
  3. Special Permit No. 06055. (Scrap Processing Operation, 5020 N. W. 39th Street)

Resolution No. PC-01022.
  4. Special Permit No. 06061, Hidden Valley Estates Community Unit Plan. (South of So.

112th and Pine Lake Road) Resolution No. PC-01025.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Memo from Thomas Cajka, Planning Department, regarding Hartlands Garden Valley

Special Permit #05015A. 
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  2. Memorandum from Marvin Krout, Planning Director, to Dan Marvin, City Council, re:
Tier 1 Area. 

  3. Memo from Marvin Krout, Planning Director, with 2030 Comprehensive Plan changes
summarized.  

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/STARTRAN 
*1. StarTran Big Red Shuttle rides through the first five home games.    
  2. Email memos regarding monitoring the 14th and Superior intersection for left turn

signals. 
 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
*1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 05008. Pine Lake Road from Westshore Drive to

Eastshore Drive. 
*2. Street and Alley Vacation No. 05007. Stockwell Street west of South 52nd Street. 
  3. Memo from Ron L. Cane, Program Monitor, re: Board of Equalization Assessment

Resolutions - Downtown Business Improvement District (BID) special assessments  
with attachments:
a. Board Memo;
b. Core Overlay;
c. Downtown Business Improvement District; and
d. Maintenance.

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

ANNETTE McROY 
*1. Request to Carol Connor, Library Director - RE: Filters on computers 

(RFI#173 - 10/09/06) - SEE RESPONSE FROM CAROL CONNOR, RECEIVED
10/24/06.

V. MISCELLANEOUS
In Favor of the Proposed Drag Strip, County Special Permit No. 06051
*1. Reply to Joel Ludwig from Planning Department re: Proposed changes to text

amendment #06051.
*2. Email from Joel Ludwig, planning for Lincoln’s future.
*3. Reply to Joel Ludwig from Planning Department re: Planning for Lincoln’s future. 
*4. Email from Shannon McGovern re: Special permit # 06051.
*5. Reply to Shannon McGovern from Planning Department re: Special permit #06051.
*6. Email from Joel Ludwig, re: Similar locations.
*7. Reply to Joel Ludwig from Planning Department re: Similar locations.
*8. Email from Joel Ludwig, re: Change of Zone, #06065 and map. 
*9. Reply to Joel Ludwig from Planning Department re: Change of Zone #06065.

          *10. Email from Joel Ludwig, re: Comprehensive Plan review.
          *11. Reply to Joel Ludwig, re: Comprehensive Plan review.
          *12. Email from Shannon McGovern re: Drag strip information and photos of damage.
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          *13. Reply to Shannon McGovern from Planning Department re: Drag Strip information
and photos of damage. 

          *14. Email from Ken Halvorsen re: Proposed drag strip and potential economic income. 
          *15. Reply to Ken Halvorsen from Planning Department re: Proposed drag strip potential

economic income.
          *16. Email from Shannon McGovern re: Drag strip sound readings. 
          *17. Reply to Shannon McGovern from Planning Department re: Drag strip sound readings. 

*18. Email from Shannon McGovern re: Drag strip or feed lot.
*19. Reply to Shannon McGovern from Planning Department re: Drag strip or feed lot.
*20. Email from Joel Ludwig re: Drag strip, new sound information.
*21. Reply to Joel Ludwig from Planning Department re: Drag strip, new sound

information. 

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS
 *1. Email from Travis Wingate re: Jail expansion - possibly building at Airpark.
 *2. Email from Mike Fitzgerald re: Witherbee Neighborhood Association support for

Change of Zone #06066.
 *3. Reply to Mike Fitzgerald, Past President of Witherbee Neighborhood Association, re:

Support for Change of Zone #06066.
 *4. Email from Nancy Heller re: Garbage hauling charges.

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIVED WEEK OF NOVEMBER 6, 2006
   1. Report from Lincoln Electric System re: LES Update, Outlook, Ratings and the Power

Cost Adjustment.
   2. Email from Brian Paul re: Supports drag strip, motorplex construction.
   3. Email from Darrell and Betty Ihde re: Keep present zoning on property in Woods Park

Neighborhood down zoning.  
   4. Email from Alan Hersch re: Request vote in favor of road bonds.
   5. Letter with attachment from John Hewitt re: Claim for pay. 
   6. Email from Jeff Johnson re: Support for the Highway Allocation Bond measure. 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: * Held Over from October 30, 2006.  
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DATE: November 2, 2006    
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831      
 
Mayor Coleen J. Seng will name an Interim Fire Chief at a news conference at 
10 a.m. TODAY, November 2 at Fire Station One, 1801 “Q” Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120























































Randy W Hoskins/Notes 

10/27/2006 09:19 AM

To ryan_burger2@yahoo.com

cc CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes, Karen K 
Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, 

bcc

Subject Fw: 14th & Superior

Mr. Burger:
I wanted to give you an update on our continued monitoring of the 14th and Superior intersection in regard 
to your request for the addition of left turn signals at this location.  As promised, we continue to watch the 
intersection as the housing and traffic volumes north of the intersection increase.

As Larry Jochum notes in his memo below, we cannot justify left turn indications for north or southbound 
traffic at this time.  The "loaded cycles" that Larry refers to are times when not all of the vehicles waiting to 
make turns get through on the first green light.  In general, most vehicles are able to make it through the 
intersection within the first green light they encounter.

As a motorist who uses this intersection on a daily basis for my commute to and from work, I can certainly 
relate to your concerns.  You may notice that the westbound left turn lane does not always clear all the 
cars out, even with a left turn signal.  With the detour route that has been placed on North 14th St, now 
the eastbound left turn lane does not completely clear out during the evening peak times.  As the traffic in 
this area continues to grow with no improvements to the intersection, delays will continue to increase.  

We will continue to watch this intersection for changes, either in operations or in the safety of those using 
it.  If we find that signal changes are needed, we will make them as soon as possible.

Randy Hoskins, P.E.
Assistant City Engineer
City of Lincoln, NE

----- Forwarded by Randy W Hoskins/Notes on 10/27/2006 09:01 AM -----

Larry L Jochum/Notes

10/27/2006 08:26 AM To Randy W Hoskins/Notes@Notes

cc Scott A Opfer/Notes@Notes, Erin E Sokolik/Notes@Notes

Subject Re: Fw: 14th & Superior

Randy,

During the last couple of weeks, I visited 14th & Superior twice each during the AM and PM Peak periods
During the AM Peak, there were 2 loaded cycles for the northbound left turn lane and none for the 
southbound
left turn.  The southbound through/right turn traffic has increased because of the Hwy. 79 detour route.  

PM Peak averaged about 2 loaded cycles for both the northbound and southbound left turn movements
during each of the half hour time periods starting at 3:00pm and ending at 5:30pm.  Again, southbound
through/right turn traffic has increased due to the detour.  The eastbound left turn movement has also 
increased
significantly.  A few seconds were moved from the westbound Superior movement to reduce the 
cumulative 
stacking effect, with some effect on the westbound stacking.



Because the northbound/southbound left turn movements were able to clear during gaps in opposing 
traffic or
during the clearance period all but a few cycles and the traffic on Superior St. is significantly heavier,  no 
left turn 
signal installation is recommended at this time.  However, we will continue to observe this location 
periodically, 
especially before school gets out in the spring.

Larry Jochum
Engineering Services
Public Works & Utilities Department
531 Westgate Blvd., Suite 100
Lincoln, NE  68528

Office: (402) 441-6090
Fax: (402) 441-6576

Scott A Opfer/Notes

----- Forwarded by Chris L Koll/Notes on 06/30/2006 03:31 PM -----

"Robin Eschliman" 
<robine@neb.rr.com> 

06/30/2006 03:08 PM

To <KFredrickson@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

Subject Fw: 14th & Superior

 
Robin Eschliman
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Ryan Burger 
To: reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov ; ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov ; dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov 
Sent: Friday, June 30, 2006 10:48 AM
Subject: 14th & Superior

Council Members,
 
I would like you to respectfully consider the need for left turn lights for north and south bound 
traffic at the intersection of 14th & Superior.  
 
With current and new developments in the area, traffic is busy in the morning and afternoon 
hours.  It is nearly impossible to turn left onto Superior (especially for south bound traffic) 
during these times.  This is very frustrating for drivers.  It is frustrating to the point where 2 or 3 
cars will make the turn after a red light has appeared, seeing this as their only chance to cross.
 
This problem will not go away.  People are moving into the newly developed areas.  More and 
more people will be accumulating at this intersection everyday.
 



Please consider the left turn lights during this budget time.  I only hope that it will not take 
several accidents to motivate the council to address this need.  Lets solve this problem and get 
the lights going before the end of the 2006-2007 fiscal year.
 
I appreciate your time and consideration.
 
Ryan Burger
7120 Whitewater Lane
Lincoln, NE 68521

Talk is cheap. Use Yahoo! Messenger to make PC-to-Phone calls. Great rates starting at 1¢/min.



Ron L Cane/Notes 

11/02/2006 10:13 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Joan E Ross/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Board of Equalization Assessment Resolutions

The files attached are related to the Downtown Business Improvement District (BID) special 
assessments.  The first file provides an overview of all three districts with the costs associated with each 
district.  The remaining three files are the Assessment Resolutions and proposed assessment for each of 
the districts.

The BID special assessments are scheduled for public hearing on November 6th.

Ron Cane
Program Monitor
Urban Development Department
(402) 441-7865

































































































































































































































































































































































 
 
 
October 31, 2006 
 
 
Mayor Coleen Seng     Lincoln City Council 
County-City Building     County-City Building 
555 South 10th Street    555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508     Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
Subject: LES Update, Outlook, Ratings and the Power Cost Adjustment 
 
Dear Mayor Seng and Members of the City Council: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to provide a status report and outlook as background for a 
budget letter that I will send in a few days. 
 
LES Update 
 
With all the unknowns about fuel and power costs that existed when we were in the rate 
approval process earlier this year, I thought you would be interested in an update of our 
year to date financial status. 
 
Through the month of September, our financial picture has improved significantly 
compared to the outlook following hurricane Katrina when we were preparing the 2006 
budget and even better than what we expected in February during rate discussions.  At 
this point our net revenue is about $3.5 million better than we expected.  This 
improvement is due to a number of factors including: 
 
 1) LES owned and contracted resources operated exceptionally well, 

especially during the critical peak load periods.  This minimized the 
instances where we had to purchase expensive replacement power and 
even gave us opportunities to make some off-peak period wholesale sales 
at prices well above our cost of production.  

 
 2) LES was able to contract in advance for wholesale energy at fixed 

prices and reduce reliance on spot wholesale purchases.  These 
purchases reduced our exposure during the spring maintenance period for 
two of our lowest cost resources, Laramie River Station and Gerald 
Gentleman station.   

 



3) Spot wholesale energy markets behaved better this summer than in some
past years.  So far this year, LES has purchased significant amounts of energy
from the market, but for the most part, those purchases were at times when
we could buy power at a lower cost than generating from our intermediate and
peaking units.  On those few occasions where we needed to buy power
because of resource outages, the prices were reasonable when compared to
our budget forecast.

4) Wholesale energy sales and revenue that are above budget have helped
offset retail sales and revenue that are below budget.

The rate change package that was approved in consultation with the City Council has been
working as expected.  In total, we expected the new and increased fees that were
implemented as part of the rate increase to generate about $1.4 million.  So far this year
revenues from fees are running at or a little ahead of that estimate.  In some cases customer
reaction to the fees has caused a change of habits.  The new $20 fee for meter rereads (the
fee is waived if there was an error in the original reading) has caused requests for rereads to
drop dramatically.  That revenue reduction is more than offset by late payment fees that are
above our estimates.  The revenue from late payment fees may see some decreases
because some customers who initially received late payment fees, including some
commercial customers, have changed their payment practices to avoid the fees.  

On the coal supply front there is both good news and bad news.  On the positive side, our
stockpile at Laramie River Station has increased from a five day supply to about 40 days
supply.  The bad news is that we continue to pay exorbitant rail rates.  The federal Surface
Transportation Board (STB), which had been expected to rule on our rail rate issues in
September 2006, has instead placed our case on hold while they look into changing their
rules.  Action on our case has been pushed off until next year.  To date the case at the STB
has cost the Laramie River Station participants more than $5 million.  The GAO recently
issued a report which identified a number of problems with the process at the STB.  That
report seems to be falling on deaf ears at the STB prompting captive shippers from a wide
range of industries to continue to press Congress for change.

While the year is far from over, we are past several very critical months in excellent financial
shape.  You will recall that our rates adopted for 2006 assumed using $5 million from our
rate stabilization fund.  To the extent that our costs are lower than budget, we will reduce the
amount withdrawn from the rate stabilization fund so that it is available for use in future
years.
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An Outlook

In our spring 2006 report to the bond rating agencies, it appeared that we would be able to
meet our financial targets in 2007 without increasing rates.  Keeping 2007 budgets at a level
that would not require a rate increase was made more difficult when Nebraska Public Power
District provided new fuel cost budgets for Gerald Gentleman and Sheldon Stations which
are 20% higher in 2007 than 2006.  In this case the cost increases are due to increasing
prices of the basic fuel rather than increases in rail transportation costs.  In addition, the
western drought continues to cause increased costs at Laramie River Station and
Gentleman Station.  Nevertheless, the LES Board has adopted an operating budget for 2007
that will not require a rate increase.  The LES 2007 budget will be the subject of another
letter.

Bond Ratings

Attached is the latest report about LES from the Standard and Poors (S&P) rating agency.
Our “AA” rating is maintained, however S&P has maintained the “negative” outlook that they
started about a year ago.  They note many strengths for LES while mentioning the impacts
of volatile fuel markets, rail rates, drought and the lack of a power cost adjustment.  It is clear
that we will need to keep a close watch on our financial metrics in order to maintain our good
bond rating.  Because we borrow about 70% of our capital needs, a lower bond rating will
significantly increase our interest costs.

Role of a Power Cost Adjustment (PCA)

I think we proved earlier this year that the most difficult time to discuss and implement a
Power Cost Adjustment is when you really need a PCA.  Normally we like to have more time
to discuss significant changes in rate concepts, but the way post Katrina events unfolded,
including the high volatility of natural gas and wholesale electric prices, led us to believe that
a PCA was the best mechanism to address the ongoing volatility.  While we must always
take a conservative approach to be sure we are covered financially, if energy conditions and
prices improve during the year then the PCA would automatically be reduced and roll the
benefits through to customers.  

Recall that as a non-profit company, LES only collects revenue sufficient to satisfy our
expenses and to maintain financial ratios that minimize our cost of borrowing for large
project such as CB4. LES staff and Board continue to support the inclusion of a PCA in our
rate structure as a method to maintain low rates and sound financial ratios.  As I noted
earlier, Standard and Poor’s considers our lack of a PCA to be a significant factor. 
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A PCA has similarities to the option that natural gas customers get each year.  In that option,
you choose either 1) to go with a known fixed price of gas for the next year that the gas
company is sure will cover their costs and contingencies, or 2) to have a price that varies
month to month based on what the market price of natural gas happens to be.  At the time it
is necessary to make a selection, there is usually no clearly right or wrong choice.  The
variable price option could yield lower overall costs in some years and some customers may
prefer to forgo the possibility of lower prices for the price stability that the fixed price option
yields.

Advantages of a PCA are that unexpected cost changes (either up or down) can be handled
in the short term without last minute rate changes.  The critical attribute of a PCA is that it
more closely matches revenues with costs which provides better assurance of payment to
bondholders and that in turn, helps bond ratings.  PCAs are not intended to bypass a normal
rate setting process and in the long term, do not cause higher rates. 

Because of the circumstances LES faced for 2006, the proposed PCA structure had a
design that was not typical.  That made the discussions more complex and more difficult to
understand.  If we were to implement a PCA in the next year or two we would use a different
design, one that is zero based. In other words all of the forecast cost changes would be in
the base rate and the PCA would start at, and be projected to be zero for the rate period.  By
definition, the PCA does not include cost components outside of power costs, therefore
changes to debt service, operations or administrative and general costs would need to be
handled as part of a general rate change exactly as it is done now.

PCAs are commonly used in the electric industry.  Because they help assure timely
collection of the necessary revenue to meet an utility’s obligations, the rating agencies list
PCAs as a positive factor when considering bond ratings and often list the lack of a PCA as
a negative factor. To us it is a matter of taking every opportunity to maintain and potentially
improve our bond rating and as a result hold our borrowing cost at the lowest possible level. 

As we go forward, we would like to continue a discussion of the benefits of a PCA with you
and our customers. Our responsibility is to continually look for ways to improve service to the
Lincoln rate payers while keeping costs low.   Implementing a PCA is not necessarily an
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immediate issue, however we are convinced that when designed properly, instituted at the
correct time and presented with proper customer communication, a PCA can provide
additional benefit to our customers.  We hope to develop a comfort level that a PCA is an
appropriate rate mechanism.  At this time we do not have a specific request or a timetable to
again consider a PCA as part of our rates.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Terry L. Bundy, P.E.
Administrator and CEO

E-mail: Phone #: FAX #:
tbundy@les.com (402)473-3392 (402)475-9759

TLB:cls

Attachment
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"brian paul" 
<huskerfan25@alltel.net> 

10/01/2006 03:14 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject special permit sp06051

my husband and i would like to encourage the  construction of the proposed motorplex. this motorplex would attract 
lots of  visitors from around the country,  bringing in revenue for the area.   drag racing is a wel respected and 
recognized sport,  with a very good  safety record.  please bring nebraska up to date.  thank  you



"darrell Ihde" 
<ihderealtor@hotmail.com> 

10/31/2006 12:10 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Woods Park Neighborhood Down zoning

To:  Lincoln City Council
 
From:  Darrell & Betty Ihde
 
Subj:  401 South 27th Street
 
On October 25, 2006 at the City Planning Commissions stated meeting the above down zoning 
request was discussed.  We were the only ones that opposed down zoning our property.  Ours is 
zoned R-6 and we purchased it several years ago with the possibility of developing this 
property.  I am also a Realtor with Home Real Estate and have built a duplex at 4945 Leighton 
and twin town homes at 1921 and 1933 West Lake Street as general contractor.  These units are 
rentals and show well in their respective areas.  These are not SLIP IN units!!!!
We are requesting that as a veteran of the US Navy, citizen of Lincoln and a  registered voter 
that you allow us to keep our present zoning on this property as one of our basic rights.  We 
understand if the others wish to down zone their properties that is their right and this should be 
allowed.
We also understand that if we wish to rebuild any structure larger than what is there, we need to 
obtain permission from the Board of Zoning Appeals due to the 48' frontage.  We only wish to 
have the opportunity to do this if the present zoning is allowed.
 
Again,  we are not asking for anything outside of current zoning, rather to maintain its current 
R-6 zoning.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Darrell and Betty Ihde
 
Special Note:  The property next to ours on the North side is currently a 14 or 16 plex.

Stay in touch with old friends and meet new ones with Windows Live Spaces  



"Alan" <ahersch@neb.rr.com> 

11/01/2006 10:03 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Road bonds

Dear City Council members:

I hope you will  vote in favor of road bonds next Monday.  We need to catch up on road  development to support 
growth for Lincoln.  We are way behind, this will  help.  Thanks!

Alan Hersch







"Jeff Johnson" 
<jjohnson@oaconsulting.com
> 

11/02/2006 02:03 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc "Brad Korell" <bkorell@oaconsulting.com>, "Bruce Bohrer" 
<bbohrer@LCOC.com>

bcc

Subject Highway Allocation Bond

Dear Council Members:

 

On behalf of Olsson Associates, I would like to express our support for the Highway Allocation Bond measure.  We 
believe that this innovative solution to a portion of the transportation fund shortfall is necessary and request that the 
City of Lincoln Councilapprove and implement the measure. 

 

Sincerely,

 

 

Jeff S. Johnson, Ph.D., PG | Vice President, Regional Manager| Olsson Associates

1111 Lincoln Mall | Lincoln, NE68508| jjohnson@oaconsulting.com

(402) 474-6311 | Fax (402) 474-5160

 



AD D E N D U M 
T O 

 D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2006   

I. MAYOR -

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule Week of
November 4 through 10, 2006 - Schedule subject to change.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: South Leg Of Elevated Overpass To Open Friday-
Senator Nelson and Congressman Fortenberry will attend opening
ceremony. 

II. CITY CLERK - NONE 

III. CORRESPONDENCE

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE 

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. E-Mail from Allan Abbott - RE: The Highway Allocation Bond proposal.   

2. E-Mail from Bob Norris, Nebraska Neon Sign Company - RE:  The
Highway Allocation Bond proposal.   
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Date: November 3, 2006
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831 

Mayor Seng’s Public Schedule

Schedule subject to change
Week of November 4 through 10, 2006

Tuesday, November 7

Wednesday, November 8

Thursday, November 9

Friday, November 10

City-County Common meeting - 8:30 a.m., County-City Building, room 113

Omaha/Lincoln Joint City Council meeting - 3 p.m., 1200 Douglas St. in Omaha, second floor Orchestra Level,
First National Bank Recital Hall Lobby

News conference - 10:30 a.m., location and topic to be determined

Tabitha Hospice and Home Care Month 40th Anniversary celebration, remarks - 10 a.m., 48th and Randolph streets

Safe Kids Coalition Celebration, remarks - 11:30 a.m., Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital, 5445 South St., Sheridan room
Helen Boosalis Archery Range dedication, ribbon cutting - 3 p.m., Boosalis Park, 48th and Superior streets
(enter via Lincoln Trap Skeet Club, 4855 N. 48th St.)
Arena Task Force - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room
Neighborhood Roundtable - 4:30 p.m., County-City Building, room 113
Cedars Power of the Purse fund-raiser - 7 p.m., BryanLGH East College of Health Sciences, 1600 S. 48th St.
Citizens’ Academy Graduation, remarks - 7 p.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” St.



SOUTH LEG OF ELEVATED OVERPASS TO OPEN FRIDAY
Senator Nelson and Congressman Fortenberry will attend opening ceremony

- 30 -

Mayor Coleen J. Seng has announced that the south leg of the Antelope Valley elevated overpass near the 
Devaney Center will open to traffic Friday, November 3.  The road will be opened immediately after a 9 a.m. 
ceremony at the site.  The north and west legs of the overpass opened August 16.

“This elevated roadway is a key piece of the Antelope Valley transportation improvements,” said Mayor Seng.  
“The federal earmarks we have received to help fund this project are most important and appropriate, as a local-
federal partnership is necessary to remove this area from the floodplain.” Since the project began, the Antelope 
Valley project has received more than $35 million in federal earmarked funds for construction of transportation 
improvements alone.

“It is appropriate that we open this important roadway just before homecoming for the University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln,” said Seng.  “UNL is one of the City’s partners in the project and will see major benefits from the 
improvements.”

In addition to Mayor Seng, speakers at the ceremony will include U.S. Senator Ben Nelson; U.S. Representative 
Jeff Fortenberry; Christine Jackson, UNL Vice Chancellor for Business and Finance; and Glenn Johnson, 
General Manager of the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, the third partner in the Antelope Valley 
Project.

The south leg will end at “X” Street until more construction is completed.  The south leg will eventually extend 
to “K” and “L” streets at South 19th Street.  Construction is scheduled to begin on the final east leg of the 
elevated roadway in 2008.

In addition to traffic improvements, the Antelope Valley Project includes flood control and community 
revitalization.  More than six miles of new roadways and 12 new bridges eventually will be built.  A new open 
waterway will remove the flooding threat from many homes and businesses and many acres of UNL property.  
These improvements are expected to spur private and public investment and create jobs in the core of the City.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 2,  2006     
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

       Wayne Teten, Antelope Valley Project Manager, 441-4939

MEDIA NOTE: For the road opening, please enter the roadway from “X” Street.  
You will be able to park in the northbound lanes of the south leg until the roadway opens.



"Allan Abbott" 
<allanl@neb.rr.com> 

11/03/2006 12:57 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject The City of Lincoln has used its bonding authority prudently in 
the  past. Revenue Bonds backed by user rates have long 
be the source of funding for major water, sewer, and 
landfill projects.  Highway Allocation Bonds were used 
to maximize the benefit of th

The City of Lincolnhas used its bonding authority  prudently in the past. Revenue Bonds 
backed by user rates have long been the  source of funding for major water, sewer, and 
landfill projects.  Highway Allocation Bonds were used to  maximize the benefit of the 
latest increases in Wheel Tax.  

 

The current shortfall in revenues needed for street  improvements has been the subject of 
considerable discussion in Lincoln. It is imperative  if Lincolnis  going to continue to 
prosper that solutions to the revenue shortage be  found.

 

Bonding in itself is not a solution unless additional  revenue streams are developed to pay 
for the Debt service to retire the  Bonds.   Bonding allows work to  proceed more quickly 
but unless new funding is found for the debt service,  future programs are jeopardized 
because existing funds are needed to retire the  bonds.

 

 

It would not be a prudent action on the part of the City  to issue these bonds 
without replacing the revenue stream needed for debt  service 

 

 

This proposal recognizes this and expresses the intent to  provide revenue from the general 
fund over a period of time to replace  the city’s share of the state gas tax that will be used 
for debt service.  This Council should be commended for  recognizing this need. However, 
if future Councils do not follow through with  this transfer from the general fund through 
out the life of the bonds, the City  will fall even further behind in its ability to provide the 
street  infrastructure needed to adequately serve its Citizens and businesses.  

 



 

Current interest rates make bonding a viable funding  option and while this proposal alone 
will not solve the City’s street problem it  will act as another step in the right direction. 

 

Both vision and courage by elected officials is needed to  solve financial crises, the 
resolution before you contains both. The   vision to use highway allocation bonds and the 
courage to transfer over the next  few years general revenues to fund some of the  
programs Public Works and  Utilities provide. One example of a program that could be 
funded by a general  fund transfer is  snow removal. This action like the police and fire  
operations is directly related to the health and safety of the community as a  whole

 
I  urge the council to approve the issuance of highway allocation bonds with the  
commitment that over the next three years sufficient general funds to replace  those street 
funds used for debt service. 
 
 
Allan  Abbott
4516  Fir Hollow Lane



"Bob Norris" 
<bnorris@nebraskasign.com> 

11/03/2006 03:50 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject $$$$$$for roads

There is never enough money for infrastructure, but  the highway allocation bond proposal you will be "hearing" on 
Monday seems to be  a very good tool for easing our roadway pain. Please consider giving it  support.
Thank you.
Bob Norris
Nebraska Neon Sign  Company
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