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FACTSHEET

TITLE:   STREET NAME CHANGE NO. 03002, 
requested by the Nebraska Capitol Environs
Commission, to rename “South 15th Street”
between A Street and H Street as “Goodhue
Boulevard”.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. This is a request by the Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission to change the name of South 15th

Street from A to H Streets to “Goodhue Boulevard” in recognition of Bertram Grosvner Goodhue, the
architect of the Nebraska State Capitol.  In the proposal submitted by the Capitol Administrator for the
Commission (p.6-11), it is noted that there is no public memorial in the city or state to honor the
architect of this national landmark; the 7-block boulevard has retained its historical appearance;
precedents for renaming have been established on two other axial legs to the Capitol: 15th Street to
Centennial Mall and J Street to Lincoln Mall; and the changed addresses will impact few homeowners
and no businesses. 

2. A public information meeting was held at McPhee Elementary School on December 6, 2006.  All
property owners abutting this portion of South 15th Street were contact by mail, and fliers were
distributed by hand to the dwelling units along the affected street (also see p.5).  Notes by Ed Zimmer
from that public information meeting are found on p.4.  

3. The staff Street Name Committee has reviewed this request and did not oppose it; however, there were
concerns expressed about the number of addresses that would be affected by this change. 

4. The record consists of six letters in support, including the Witherbee Neighborhood Association, the
Architectural Foundation of Nebraska, the Nebraska Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, and
the Downtown Neighborhood Association.

5. The record consists of three letters in opposition, one from Beverly Berndt, 1212 South 15th Street
(p.19), and two from Peggy Jalalian, 1135 S. 15th Street (p.20-22).   One resident spoke in opposition at
the public information meeting.

6. The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission has agreed to pay the costs for the street name signs and
the installation within one year of approval of this street name change.  The costs are estimated to be
$1,250.00.
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