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Public Hearing: Monday, May 21, 2007, at 5:30 p.m. Bill No. 07R-103

FACTSHEET

TITLE: STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 07004,
requested by the Lancaster County Engineer, to
vacate two portions of Rokeby Road (0.26 acres and
0.15 acres) at its intersection with Breagan Road and
the railroad crossing.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 04/25/07
Administrative Action: 04/25/07

RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance with
the Comprehensive Plan (9-0: Carlson, Carroll,
Cornelius, Larson, Esseks, Krieser, Strand, Taylor
and Sunderman voting ‘yes’).  

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The Planning staff recommendation to find the proposed street vacation to be in conformance with the 2030
Comprehensive Plan is based upon the following:   

The County Engineer has requested this vacation of two parcels of Rokeby Road, indicating that the track
from Rokeby Road to S. 120th Street is the current location for the parking and trade-off of coal trains between
the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad and Omaha Public Power District.  Due to the design of the
new interchange of the South Beltway, 120th Street and Highway 2, the rail line crossing will be relocated.
This relocation  will then move the “parking/handoff” location about 1,200 feet to the west,  which in turn would
block Rokeby Road.   The vacation of the road would allow the trains to park and not block a crossing. This
closure results in a “one for one” crossing swap of Rokeby Road for a new 120th Street.  A new 98th street
extension from Rokeby Road to Breagan Road will provide replacement accessability and connectiveness.

2. The testimony of Don Thomas, County Engineer, is found on p.4, including a request to add the following
language:  The actual vacation and closure of the Rokeby Road rail crossing shall not occur until the parking
area for trains between the existing 120th Street crossing and the Rokeby Road crossing is reduced as a
result of the realignment of S. 120th Street (south of Highway #2) and the South Beltway interchange
construction or the railroad is abandoned.

3. There was testimony in opposition by Rick Hodtwalker, who farms the property across the road on the south
side of Rokeby Road and on the north side of Breagan Road (p.5), and the record consists of one e-mail in
opposition from Denise Callies, who resides at 10455 Rokeby Road (p.16).  

4. On April 25, 2007, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 9-0 to find the
proposed vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan, with the additional language submitted
by the County Engineer.  

5. This is a County Road in the City three-mile jurisdiction and will require approval by both the City Council and
County Board. The County Board is tentatively scheduled to hold public hearing and take action on Tuesday,
June 5, 2007.  
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for April 25, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

**As Revised and Found to be in Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan by the
Planning Commission on April 25, 2007**

PROJECT #:  Street and Alley Vacation No. 07004

PROPOSAL: The County Engineer has requested the vacation of portions of Rokeby Road
at its intersection with Breagan Road and the railroad crossing.

LOCATION: Rokeby Road at the intersection with Breagan Road and the railraod crossing.

LAND AREA: Two parcels of 0.26 and 0.15 acres.  0.41 acres total.

CONCLUSION: There are no apparent conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan and this is
supporting the design and construction of the South Beltway.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Two parcels of Rokeby Road right-of-way in the SE 1/4 of Section 25-9-7
and the NE 1/4 of Section 36-9-7, Lancaster County NE. Surveyed legal attached. 

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  
North: Farmland, residence, zoned AG Agriculture
South: Farmland, residence, zoned AG Agriculture
East:  Farmland, zoned AG Agriculture
West:  Farmland, zoned AG Agriculture

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: This is shown as Agriculture in the 2030 Lincoln Area
Future Land Use map, page 19. This is in Tier II, at the upper end of the Steven Creek basin.  The 2030
Comprehensive Plan shows Rokeby Road at this location as a local street. The Comprehensive Plan
also says:

 “D. Local Streets: These are composed of all lower order facilities that essentially serve as a conduit
between abutting properties and higher order streets. Local streets provide the lowest level of mobility
and generally exhibit the lowest traffic volumes. “ Pg 105

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: Rokeby Road and Breagan Road are gravel county roads. This section of
Rokeby Road, between S. 84th and S. 120th Streets, is not shown on the 2030 Functional Street and
Road classification map or on the Lincoln Area Street and Road Improvements 2030 map. This is a
local street. 
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ANALYSIS:

1. The County Engineer has requested this vacation of two parcels of Rokeby Road.  He
has indicated the track from Rokeby Road to S. 120th Street is the current location for
the parking and trade-off of coal trains between the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
R.R. and Omaha Public Power District.  Due to the design of the new interchange of the
South Beltway, 120th Street and Highway 2, the rail line crossing will be relocated. This
relocation  will then move the “parking/handoff” location about 1,200 feet to the west,
which in turn would block Rokeby Road.   The vacation of the road would allow the trains
to park and not block a crossing.

2. This closure results in a “one for one” crossing swap of Rokeby Road for a new 120th

Street.

3. A new 98th street extension from Rokeby Road to Breagan road will provide
replacement accessability and connectiveness.

4. The actual vacation and closure of the Rokeby Road rail crossing shall not occur until the
parking area for trains between the existing 120th Street crossing and the Rokeby Road
crossing is reduced as a result of the realignment of S. 120th Street (south of Highway
#2) and the South Beltway interchange construction or the railroad is abandoned.  (**Per
Planning Commission, at the request of the County Engineer, 04/25/07**)

45. This is a county road in the city three mile jurisdiction, therefore, the vacation must be
approved by both the City of Lincoln and the Lancaster County Board.

Prepared by:

Mike DeKalb
441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Planner

DATE:  April 16, 2007

APPLICANT: Don Thomas, County Engineer
Lancaster County Engineering
444 Cherrycreek Road, Bldg C
Lincoln NE, 68528
(402) 441-7681

OWNER: Lancaster County 

CONTACT: Don Thomas
(402) 441-7681
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STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 07004

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: April 25, 2007

Members present: Cornelius, Larson, Sunderman, Taylor, Esseks, Krieser, Carroll, Strand and
Carlson.  

Staff recommendation: A finding of conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

Ex Parte Communications:   None.

Staff presentation:  Mike DeKalb of Planning staff explained that this is an application by the County
Engineer to vacate two portions of Rokeby Road as demonstrated on the map.  The two vacations
consist of the original right-of-way and the piece that is the new alignment.  Staff understands that this
vacation is in conjunction with the South Beltway.  The track from Rokeby Road to S. 120th Street is the
current location for the parking and trade-off of coal trains between the Burlington Northern and Santa
Fe Railroad (BNSF) and Omaha Public Power District (OPPD).  Due to the design of the new
interchange of the South Beltway, S. 120th Street and Highway 2, the rail line crossing will be relocated.
This relocation will move the parking/handoff location to the west.  Staff finds that with the benefit of the
South Beltway, connectivity will still be maintained; however, it is acknowledged that this could be a
local inconvenience for individuals.  

Proponents

1.  Don Thomas, County Engineer, submitted an aerial photograph of the intersection and explained
that this is about the fourth or fifth result of discussions with NDOR, which will go to the public sometime
early in the summer. 120th Street will be moved and going northeast.  The NDOR was concerned that
a railroad crossing is being added; OPPD had no objections to having two crossings that close
together; but, as a result of those discussions, something more important came up.  They park their
train at 120th Street, OPPD gets their own private crew, picks up the train and takes it to Nebraska City
and then brings it back.  The crossing of Rokeby Road would be closed for up to four hours during this
change.  We asked the NDOR to look at ways to improve the access in the triangle in exchange for the
closure of Rokeby Road.  Thomas explained the alternatives that were considered.  There is 5-6 times
the traffic on 98th Street as compared to Rokeby Road.  

This will go to the public for input in May or June.  Thomas submitted additional language so that the
physical closure will not occur until 120th Street is moved.  If the railroad is abandoned there would be
no reason to close the crossing:  

The actual vacation and closure of the Rokeby Road rail crossing shall not occur until the
parking area for trains between the existing 120 t h Street crossing and the Rokeby Road
crossing is reduced as a result of the realignment of S. 120th Street (south of Highway #2) and
the South Beltway interchange construction or the railroad is abandoned.  
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Opposition

1.  Rick Hodtwalker, 13505 Old Cheney Road, testified in opposition.  He farms right across the road
on the south side of Rokeby Road and on the north side of Breagan Road.  He does not want the
crossing closed until absolutely necessary.  He urged that if two crossings are closed, then two new
ones need to be created because of the traffic pressure out in this area.   

Response by Staff

DeKalb supported the additional language presented by Mr. Thomas.  He also observed that this
property is in the City’s three-mile jurisdiction, but will require both City Council and County Board
action.  

ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 25, 2007

Carroll moved a finding of conformance, with the additional language submitted by the County
Engineer, seconded by Strand and carried 9-0:  Cornelius, Larson, Sunderman, Taylor, Esseks,
Krieser, Carroll, Strand and Carlson voting ‘yes’.  This is a recommendation to the City Council and
the Lancaster County Board.
























