City Council Introduction: Monday, May 21, 2007

Public Hearing: Monday, June 4, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 07-85
FACTSHEET

TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07023, SPONSOR: Planning Department

requested by the Director of Planning, amending

Section 27.69.300 of the Lincoln Municipal Code BOARD/COMMITTEE: Planning Commission

to allow the Director of Planning to approve Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 05/09/07

minor modifications to a Special Sign District. Administrative Action: 05/09/07

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval. RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Strand,

Taylor, Sunderman, Carroll, Esseks, Larson,
ASSOCIATED REQUESTS: Change of Zone Cornelius and Carlson voting ‘yes’; Krieser
No. 2938B (07-86) absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. This proposed text amendment would allow the Director of Planning to approve minor modifications
to a Nonresidential Special Sign District, including minor increases in the number, size, height,
location and other standards for signs as originally approved in the Special Sign District, as follows:

c) After the City Council has approved a Nonresidential Special Sign District, the Planning Director is
authorized to approve amendments provided that:

(1) A request for an amendment is filed with the Planning Director, and, if appropriate,

accompanied by a plot plan and signs drawn to an accurate scale and showing all pertinent information;
(2) The request for amendment proposes a minor increase in the number, size, height, location or other
standards for signs as originally authorized which are more restrictive than the underlying zoning district
and such increase does not cause a significant adverse impact on existing development within the
district and adjoining properties.

(3) The request for amendment is in conformance with the sign requlations for the underlying zoning
district.

2. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.2, concluding
that the approval of this text amendment will streamline the approval process for minor modifications
to a Nonresidential Special Sign District.

3. On May 9, 2007, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and
was opened for public hearing. No one came forward to speak.

4. On May 9, 2007, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend approval (Krieser absent).

5. On May 9, 2007, the Planning Commission also approved Change of Zone No. 2938B (07-86), an
amendment to the University of Nebraska Technology Park Special Sign District, which also requests
that the Planning Director be allowed to approve minor amendments administratively.
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for MAY 9, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #: Change of Zone No0.07023

PROPOSAL: Amend Section 27.69.300 ofthe Zoning Ordinance to allowthe Planning Director
to approve minor amendments.

CONCLUSION: The approval of this application will streamline the approval process for minor
modifications to a Special Sign District.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval
ANALYSIS:
1. This application is to allow the Planning Director to approve minor modifications to a Special

Sign District. Modifications would include minor increases in the number, size, height, location
and other standards for signs as originally approved.

2. Currently, the City Council must approve any amendment to a Special Sign District. The UNL
Technology Park has applied for a minor change in their Special Sign District regulations in
order to accommodate the proposed sign package for Verizon which must be reviewed by
Planning Commission and approved by City Council.

3. The approval of this application will streamline the approval process for minor adjustments
within a Special Sign District.

4. The Zoning Ordinance permits the Planning Director to administratively amend special permits,
community unit plans, use permits and planned unit developments.

5. Proposed Language:

27.69.300 Other Permitted Signs; Nonresidential; Special Sign District.

(a) Inany nonresidential district, occupants of sixty percent or more of the street frontage of any block
face may petition the City Council for the formation of a special sign district for the purpose of defining
anarea of particular historical, ethnic, cultural, or entertainment atmosphere; or for defining anareawith
a special or unique theme; or for defining an area in which the City has undertaken a program for the
redevelopment of blighted and substandard areas pursuantto anapproved Redevelopment Plan. Said
merchants shall present proposed sign criteria to the City Council according to the procedure
established for a zoning amendment. Such petition shall include specific sign regulations for the
special sign district which may be more or less restrictive than the underlying district.

(b) In any nonresidential district designated by the City Council as a landmark district in
accordance with Section 27.57.120, the Planning Director may petition the City Council to create a
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special signdistrict. Such petition shall include specific sign regulations for the district which may be
more or less restrictive than the underlying zoning district. A special sign district shall not be
designated if written protests are made by the record owners of over fifty percent of the included
properties, excluding public right-of-way, at or prior to the public hearing by the City Council on the
designation.

Before designating an area within a nonresidential landmark district as a special sign district and
adopting specific sign regulations for such district, the City Council shall refer the petitionto the Historic
Preservation Commission. The Historic Preservation Commission shall hold a public hearing on such
petition, and thereafter shall make its recommendation regarding approval, disapproval, or
modification of the petition, and the proposed sign regulations. The petition shall then be transmitted
to the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall consider the petition ata public hearing
and thereafter shall make a report to the City Council recommending approval, disapproval, or
modification of the petition and the proposed sign regulations.

After receiving the recommendation and report of the Historic Preservation Commission and the
Planning Commission, the City Council shall proceed to give final consideration to the petition and the
proposed sign regulations.

c) After the City Council has approved a Nonresidential; Special Sign District., the Planning Director
is authorized to approve amendments provided that:

(1) A request for an amendment is filed with the Planning Director, and., if appropriate,
accompanied by a plot plan and signs drawn to an accurate scale and showing all pertinent
information:

(2) The request foramendment proposes a minor increase in the number, size. height, location or other
standards for signs as originally authorized which are more restrictive thanthe underlying zoning district
and such increase does not cause a significant adverse impact on existing development within the
district and adjoining properties.

(3) The request for amendment is in conformance with the sign regulations for the underlying zoning
district.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner
DATE: April 23, 2007
APPLICANT: Marvin Krout
Director of Planning
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
CONTACT: Tom Cajka

Planner
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
(402) 441-5662



CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07023

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: May 9, 2007

Members present: Carlson, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Larson, Strand, Sundermanand Taylor; Krieser
absent.

The Consent Agenda consisted ofthe following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE
NO.07009; CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07023; CHANGE OF ZONE NO.2938B; CHANGE OF ZONE
NO. 07021; CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07024; USE PERMIT NO. 154C, Wilderness Hills
Commercial Center; USE PERMIT NO. 123E,Landmark Corporate Center; SPECIAL PERMIT
NO.07012; STREETANDALLEYVACATION NO.07005; and STREET ANDALLEYVACATION
NO. 07006.

Ex Parte Communications: None.

Strand moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Carroll and carried 8-0: Carlson, Carroll,
Cornelius, Esseks, Larson, Strand, Sunderman and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Krieser absent.

Note: Thisis finalaction on Comprehensive Plan Conformance No.07009, Use PermitNo. 154C,Use
Permit No. 123E and Special Permit No. 07012, unless appealed to the City Council by filing a letter
of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.



