
IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 21, 2007

I. MAYOR 
1. Results of Drinking Water Samples Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli Bacteria

by Colilert®Method of Analysis.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Announces Appointments to his Staff and

Administration. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Intersection of 13th and South Street to Close for Ten Days.  
4. Washington Report, May 11, 2007. 
    

II. DIRECTORS

CITY ATTORNEY
1. Letter from Joseph Rupp, Assistant City Attorney, Responding to Mike Morosin’s

Comments Before the City Council on April 30, 2007.

COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES
1. Patte Newman Announced as The Substance Abuse Action Coalition (SAAC)

Coordinator. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lancaster County Receives Ranking of “A” for Ozone Air Quality. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Notice of Neighborhood Meeting for Future Development at the SW Corner of South

27th Street and Randolph Street on May 24, 2007. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
1. ADVISORY. Intersection to Close at 13th and South Streets. Project #540009.
2. ADVISORY. Water Main Project #700298. East of North 58th Court and East End of

Johanna Road.
3. ADVISORY. Fletcher Avenue; 1st Street to Approximately 600 Feet East of 7th

Street. Seventh Street; Fletcher Avenue to Morton Street. Project #76904. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 07005. North 61st Street North of Aylesworth Avenue.
2. North 27th Bid Information. Assessment Resolution. Business Improvement District

Act, North 27th Street Maintenance Business Improvement District.
3. North 27th Bid Information. Proposed Distribution of Assessment of Downtown

Maintenance District.  
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III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

DAN MARVIN
1. Letter to Public Works regarding Perspectives/Clarification on Road Funding.

ANNETTE McROY
1. Request to Mike Merwick, Building & Safety Director/Michaela Hansen, Public

Works & Utilities-Impact Fee Administrator - RE: Property at 543 Lamont 
(McRoy RFI#178 - 04/27/07) - SEE RESPONSE FROM MIKE MERWICK,
BUILDING AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT DIRECTOR ON MCROY
RFI#178.  

V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Ronald Case. Question or Comment Regarding Increasing Taxes to

Keep Abreast of Services.
2. Email from Jeff Atkinson. Thank You to City Council and Mayor Beutler on Drag

Racing Proposal Support.
3. Email from Vince Horky. Vacant Land on Northwest Corner of 84th and Cheney

Ridge Road Clean Up. 
4. Letter from Wilderness Kennels, Henry and Judy Sader, Regarding Proposal

Allowing Dog Kennels Inside the City Limits of Lincoln. (Distributed to Council
Members on 05/16/07) 

5. Email from Mary Kenny. Continued Problems with Time Warner. 

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da052107.wpd/mmm



















MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

MAYOR BEUTLER ANNOUNCES APPOINTMENTS

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced four appointments to his staff and Administration.  
“I promised to bring leadership and change to the Office of Mayor.  Today’s appointments are 
representative of both,” he said.  “The people I have appointed will be agents of change for the policies of 
a new Administration.  I am confident that they are the right people to bring new perspective to City Hall.” 

Beutler is appointing David Landis to be Director of the Urban Development Department, effective June 1.  
Landis is a former State Senator and currently serves as an Assistant Professor and Lecturer for the 
University of Nebraska - Lincoln.  He has a law degree and a master’s degree in both Public 
Administration and Community and Regional Planning.  

“Dave Landis has spent his career working on the issues he will face as Director of Urban Development,” 
said Beutler.  “He has a long record of working on community and economic development issues.  Urban 
Development is at the forefront of urban renewal, economic development and the Antelope Valley project, 
and I cannot think of a better leader to ensure our goals are met in these areas.  I want thank Marc 
Wullschleger, the current Director, for his leadership the last eight years.  He has provided crucial direction 
for many projects, and our community owes him our gratitude.”

Mayor Beutler also has appointed three new people to serve as his Mayoral Aides:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 16, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Trish Owen is the current Public Policy Coordinator for the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.   She is
a former Chief  Deputy County Clerk and was the Republican nominee for Lancaster County Clerk
in the 2006 election.  Owen has a master’s degree in  Public Administration from the University of
Nebraska - Omaha.  She will join the Mayor’s staff May 24th.

“I have promised to work closely with the business community, and as a staff member at the Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce, Trish Owen will be well placed to bring us together,” said Beutler.  “She has
demonstrated outstanding managerial and leadership expertise both inside and outside of government.
I am counting on Trish’s leadership to get City government and the private sector working together
on economic development.”

- more -



Beutler Appointments
May 16, 2007
Page Two

Rick Hoppe has served as a Legislative Aide to two Nebraska State Senators, worked in Lincoln
City Government as a Mayoral Aide and founded a private sector consulting firm, now known as
Alchemy Associates.  He is a graduate of the University of Nebraska with a degree in Political
Science.  Hoppe will assume his duties immediately.

“The City is dependent on a strong legislative agenda, and Rick was instrumental in Lincoln’s
success in the 2006 legislative session,” said Beutler.  “He brings organizational and management
skills, experience with City government issues and an understanding of the City budget.  Rick’s
knowledge of City government will be important to my restructuring efforts.”

Denise Pearce is currently Legal Counsel to the Speaker of the Nebraska Legislature, Senator Mike
Flood of Norfolk, and was an Aide to Mayor Beutler during his time in the Legislature.  She has a
law degree from the University of South Dakota School of Law.  Pearce will join the Beutler
Administration June 20th.

“Denise’s work in the Legislature was instrumental to my success in that body, helping to obtain
more roads money for the City of Lincoln, reorganize government and strengthen  State campaign
finance and disclosure laws.  I look forward to her efforts on behalf of the City,” Beutler said.

Current Mayoral staff Mark Bowen and Ann Harrell will continue to serve on the Mayor’s staff through
the transition. 

“I am grateful to Mark and Ann for their tremendous contributions to Lincoln,” said Beutler.  “Their help
throughout the transition will be invaluable to maintaining a smooth running operation.  Our community
is fortunate to have had the service of such dedicated and talented individuals.  I am confident that they
will continue their successes in their new endeavors.” 

- 30 -



MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

INTERSECTION OF 13TH AND SOUTH TO CLOSE FOR TEN DAYS

The intersection of 13th and South Street will be closed to traffic starting at 4 a..m., Saturday, May 19 for 
construction of the South Street Improvements Project.  The intersection will reopen May 29, weather 
permitting. 

Phase I of the project on South Street from 8th to 18th streets began in March.  Improvements include  
roadway resurfacing, replacement of medians and traffic signals, new pavement markings, new streetscape 
enhancements and replacement the water main and storm sewers.  The entire project has four phases total 
and is scheduled to be complete by the end of July 2007.

For more information, visit the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: southstreet), or contact Steven 
Faust, City Public Works and Utilities Department, at 441-7711.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE  68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 16, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steven Faust, Engineering Services,  441-7711
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BUDGET 
House approves second FY 2007 
supplemental funding bill.  The House 
approved legislation (HR 2206) last night that 
would provide for a phasing in of funds 
requested by the President for continuing 
military operations in Iraq.  However, the 
measure continues to contain “benchmarks” 
for withdrawal from Iraq and the White 
House indicated its intention to veto the 
measure should it reach the President’s desk. 
 
Under the bill, $43 billion of the $96 billion 
requested by the President would be released 
immediately, with a requirement that the 
President submit progress reports to Congress 
by July 13.  Within 10 days of the progress 
report, the House would vote again, first on 
whether to cut off funding for further combat 
in Iraq, and then on whether to release the 
remaining $53 billion.  The Senate must still 
take up this bill, and there are reports that 
some Senate Democrats object to this phased 
approach. 
 
The bill approved by the House also includes 
some non-military items, such as $3.1 billion 
for base closure activities, $6.8 billion for 
Gulf Coast hurricane relief, $663 million for 
avian flu preparedness, and $400 million for 
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP). 
 
The longer the debate over the war funding 
drags out, the less likely Congress is to 
complete its FY 2008 appropriations bills 
prior to the start of the new fiscal year on 
October 1.  Reports are that House and Senate 
negotiators are close to completing a 
conference report on the FY 2008 budget 
resolution, and once that is complete (it does 
not require Presidential approval), 
Appropriations Committee leadership can 
formally allocate funds to each of the 12 
subcommittees. 

However, the House Department of 
Homeland Securi ty appropriat ions 
subcommittee may begin its work without 
their formal allocation as early as next week, 
and other House subcommittees that have less 
contentious jurisdictions may follow suit.  No 
timetable for Senate consideration of FY 
2008 spending bills has been set. 
 
WATER RESOURCES 
Senate begins consideration of WRDA.  The 
Senate began consideration of legislation (HR 
1495) that would authorize approximately 
$14 billion for hundreds of Army Corps of 
Engineers flood control, navigation, beach 
restoration and environmental restoration 
projects.  The House passed its version of the 
legislation, dubbed the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA), last month.   
 
Although the Senate voted overwhelmingly to 
limit debate on the bill, it did not do so 
unanimously, meaning that there will be 30 
hours of debate on it before Senators can 
offer, debate and vote on amendments to the 
bill.  Facing a crowded floor schedule that 
includes an immigration bill and the need to 
broker agreements on judicial nominations, 
the leadership postponed final debate on the 
measure until next week. 
 
 As cleared by the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, the bill would have 
authorized more than $31 billion for Corps 
projects.  In the face of a revolt by budget 
hawks and Corps critics, Senators Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA) and James Inhofe (R-OK), the 
Chairman and Ranking Member of the 
Environment and Public Works Committee, 
reduced the bill’s price tag by $17 billion, 
mostly by removing language that would 
have expedited projects to provide category 
five hurricane protection to Louisiana. 
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When consideration of the bill resumes 
next week, the Senate will debate a number 
of amendments.  A disparate group of 
liberal environmentalists and conservative 
budget hawks that includes Senators 
Russell Feingold (D-WI), Tom Carper (D-
DE), John McCain (R-AZ), Tom Coburn 
(R-OK) and Judd Gregg (R-NH) are 
preparing an amendment that would create 
a temporary bipartisan commission to 
report to Congress on how Corps projects 
should be prioritized.  Speaking for the 
group, Feingold said that, with a backlog 
of currently authorized Corps projects of 
$58 billion and Congress annually 
spending approximately $2 billion a year 
on the Corps, priorities must be set. 
 
Inhofe countered those plans with a speech 
on the Senate floor touting his recent rating 
as the Senate’s most conservative member.  
He went on to say that national defense 
and infrastructure are legitimate and 
necessary federal investments and that he 
will always support the maximum amount 
of spending for such programs. 
 
Senators John Kerry (D-MA), Bernard 
Sanders (I-VT) and Carper plan to offer an 
amendment that would require the Corps to 
consider the effects of global warming 
when designing projects.  In addition, 
Senators David Vitter (R-LA) and Mary 
Landrieu (D-LA) plan to offer and 
amendment to restore $15 billion for the 
expedited protection of Louisiana from a 
category five hurricane. 
 
Both Boxer and Inhofe have pledged to 
oppose these and any amendments that 
might scuttle the bill’s chance for final 
passage.  If they succeed, they and their 
House counterparts will look to conference 
the bill as quickly as possible with the goal 
of sending a final bill to the President 
before the August recess. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Senate introduces moderate FAA 
reauthorization bill.  Last week, leaders of 
the Aviation Subcommittee of the Senate 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee introduced the “Aviation 
Investment and Modernization Act of 
2007” (S 1300). 
 
The measure to reauthorize programs at the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
largely ignores the White House proposal 

2 May 11, 2007                                   Washington Report 

(HR 1356) to eliminate the tax on the 
price of a plane ticket and replace it with 
a fee based largely on plane size, in 
addition to other factors.  The 
Administration bill would also reduce jet 
fuel taxes for commercial planes by 
almost half, while nearly tripling the fuel 
tax on general aviation aircraft. 
 
Conversely, S 1300 seeks to increase the 
current mix of excise and fuel taxes and 
general fund contributions.  The bill, 
introduced by Senators John Rockefeller 
(D-WV) and Trent Lott (R-MS), would 
maintain the current financing system 
while adding a $25-per-flight surcharge 
on all domestic flights. 
 
Support for the two bills is split, with 
commercial airlines favoring the 
Administration bill and general aviation 
siding with the Senate version. 
 
The Senate Finance Committee, which 
shares jurisdiction over tax-related 
portions of the reauthorization, is 
expected to release legislation similar to 
the Senate Commerce bill.  Both 
Rockefeller and Lott sit on the Senate 
Finance Committee, so major changes 
are not anticipated. 
 
The Senate Commerce Committee has 
not yet scheduled a markup for S 1300. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
HUD has announced technical changes 
and supplemental information to its 
March 13 “SuperNOFA” announcement. 
Additional information and technical 
changes were made to the general 
section and to several programs 
including: Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Control Grant Program, Lead Hazard 
Reduction Grant Program, Housing 
Opportunities for Persons with AIDS 
(HOPWA), and Elderly/Persons with 
Disabilities. Several dates have been 
extended for NOFA programs whose 
deadlines have already passed, exact 
dates of all changes are in the 
announcement.  The announcement can 
be found in the May 11, 2007 Federal 
Register, page 27032. 



May 16, 2007

To: Chair of the City Council

RE: “Acquisition Regulations” document.

I write this in response to Mike Morosin’s comments before the City Council at the open mic
session on April 30, 2007.  In his comments, Mr. Morosin incorrectly alleges the above
described document was improperly withheld from him.  In fact, Mr. Morosin was well aware of
this document and has had ready access to it since January of 2002. 

The Acquisition Regulations were adopted by the JAVA Board as a guideline in a package
known as the “Phase 1 Logistical Acquisition Guidelines and Forms” on January 15, 2002.  The
document is a public record and has been readily available since January 15, 2002.  The
document is also available on the Antelope Valley Project section of the City’s website:
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/antelope/backgrnd/acquisit/pdf/jvacqpol.pdf

I checked with the website technicians and verified that this link has been posted and available to
the public since at least November of 2003.  For persons that do not have computers, there is a
computer in the hallway outside the City Council chambers that has access to this link, and every
public library has a suite of computers with able assistance from staff, if needed.

If that were not enough to discredit Mr. Morosin’s claims, Mr. Morosin was also in attendance at
the January 15, 2002 JAVA board meeting where the very document in question was acted on by
the JAVA Board.  Moreover, Mr. Morosin spoke on the guidelines and engaged the board in
some depth about the documents as shown in the following excerpt of the meeting minutes:

“Order No. 02-04 Comments from the public:
Mike Morosin would like those documents made available so that he can obtain a copy for
reviewing. Morosin inquired as to why doesn’t the Department of Roads do the acquisition?
Morosion submitted a packet to the Board entitled Relocation Notes. He wished to update the
Board on this matter so that they could see what types of questions that are being asked. He also
requested that the Board be more up-front with the relocation process. Citizens have decisions to
make and need enough notice to plan. 
Figard responded to Morosin’s question on NDOR doing the acquisition. Figard indicated that
NDOR would not be interested in such a project unless it had a tie to a U.S. Highway or had
more financial involvement.
Figard thought that the City Departments and sponsors were better postured to do it well and
with the community. The Board will continue to monitor the area."



Minutes from this meeting as well as all JAVA Board meetings are available from the City Clerk
or online though the City’s website. I also draw attention to the following JAVA Board  meeting
as Mr. Morosin was also in attendance at that meeting.  There is no mention that Mr. Morosin
had any difficulty obtaining the documents, and he also made other comments in the “Comments
from the public” section of the Agenda at that meeting on April 16, 2002, where he presumably
would have complained had he not been able to review the documents as requested. 

Mr. Morosin also incorrectly implied that the document was not available to the City Council.
The facts are quite contrary as the document was referenced as background material in
correspondence from JAVA legal counsel to all the City Council members prior to a December
1, 2003 pre-council meeting on the subject of “Antelope Valley Property Acquisition”.  That pre-
council meeting was nearly an hour long, where the guidelines and correspondence were the
main presentation items.  Minutes from this meeting are available from the City Clerk.

Most importantly, Mr. Morosin does not recognize that the right of appeal is created by state
statute -  not the document he incorrectly claims was bravely provided to him only “recently.”
The thirty day period for appeal cited in the Acquisition Regulations is a reference to the time
period allowed by state statute. (Neb. Rev. Stat. section 76-715.01).  Real property acquisition
through eminent domain is a formal process.  While every effort is made to provide property
owners adequate time and pertinent information, the government lawyers involved are prohibited
from providing legal counsel to the property owner being condemned.  The property owner is
given ample time to hire their own appraiser and attorney. 

Further, JAVA held a separate public hearing on the acquisition of Mr. Morosin’s property on
May 19, 2003.  At the hearing, JAVA, as required by statute (Neb. Rev. Stat. Sections 25-2501
et. Seq.), explained the nature of and the necessity for the project, the reasons for selecting the
particular location or route, the right of each property owner to be represented by an attorney and
the right to negotiate and accept or reject the offer of damages for the acquisition, and the right
to require that such damages be determined pursuant to the procedures for acquisition by
eminent domain. (25-2504).  The public hearing was noticed as provided by law and Mr.
Morosin attended.

I have reviewed the minutes of that meeting and JAVA legal counsel advised not less than 3
separate times that property owners had the right to be represented by counsel.  While no
property owner is expected to understand all of the details of the formal process of eminent
domain, two things are clear: government attorneys cannot represent the property owners, and
Mr. Morosin was clearly advised that he could hire his own attorney.  Simply put, Mr. Morosin
by his comments on April 30, 2007, is now attempting to manufacture an issue that does not
exist and is best described as confusing the role of the government attorney with his own
attorney.

In addition to the public hearing on May 19, 2003, the JAVA Acquisition Regulations were
discussed at two JAVA Board meetings with Mr. Morosin in attendance (not to mention before
the City Council again in December of 2003).  Despite his protestations, Mr. Morosin had more
than a fair opportunity to inform himself of the eminent domain process and the ability to hire his
own attorney. 



Lastly, although the related appeal time has now passed, it is unclear what an appeal would have
accomplished.  At the condemnation hearing Mr. Morosin presented the Board of Appraisers
with an appraisal from an appraiser he hired.  The Board of Appraisers awarded the amount of
Mr. Morosin’s appraisal.  Since Mr. Morosin received the award he requested, an appeal, though
technically possible, would be most unusual.  In addition, Mr. Morosin had already instituted a
separate lawsuit challenging that the condemnation was not for a public purpose. 

Sincerely,

Joseph J. Rupp
Assistant City Attorney 

cc: Mike Morosin





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 16, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Rick Thorson, 441-6236

Lancaster County Gets an “A”

The American Lung Association has given Lancaster County its highest ranking of “A” for 
ozone air quality and rated Lincoln among the cleanest cities across the country for ozone air
pollution.  Again this year, there were no days with monitored levels in unhealthy ranges.  This
achievement is due to the dedication of local businesses and industries that have significantly
reduced their emissions of Volatile Organic Compounds and Nitrogen Oxides, which combine
with sunlight to form ozone.  The Health Department will continue to work with businesses to
maintain these low levels of ozone.

The report also noted that particulate matter (PM) concentrations increased slightly.  There were
three days of PM levels that were in the moderate or sensitive categories.  This does not represent
a significant health risk for most of the population, but those with asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (i.e. chronic bronchitis and emphysema) and/or heart disease should be aware
that elevated levels of PM may trigger asthma attacks, or cause wheezing, coughing, and
respiratory irritation. 

The American Lung Association reports, “over half of the U.S. population lives in counties
which have unhealthy levels of either ozone or particle pollution.” Lincoln residents are fortunate
to be able to enjoy good air quality and the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department will
continue to partner with businesses to keep it that way.  The Health Department encourages
Lancaster County residents to get involved in keeping the air clean.  Some simple ways to protect
the air include:

- keep your tires inflated
- walk, bike, or car pool
- use hand powered or electric lawn care equipment rather than gasoline powered   
 items





























 
Wednesday, May 14, 2007 
 
 
Karl, Roger, and Margaret 
 
Thank you for your time on Wednesday May 9th.  I appreciate getting some clarification 
on a number of issues.  I will be asked to vote on a number of these items as they come 
forward.  It is helpful to get your perspectives on road funding. 
 
I think the key points that I would like Public Works to think about are the following: 
 
1. If we are not flush with road funds, then why be so quick to expand the standards on 

some of the projects just because 27 million dollars in highway allocation (HAB) 
funds were issued?   
 
I know, that Roger is of the mind that the 27 million was an inadequate amount for 
the council to raise last year.  Leaving that issue aside, I think all would grant that 27 
million did not give us unlimited funding.  For me, it was a question of managing the 
cash flow for PW, bonding what was possible and maximizing the number of 
projects we could get off the ground (especially job-producing projects). 
 
Consider these examples: 
 

a. 98th Street from Highway 2 to Pine Lake 
 
If we look at the expanded design standard and compare the pre-HAB 
standard to the post-HAB, one need only look at 98th street from Hwy 2 to 
Pine Lake Road.  From the discussion at Public Works on Wednesday and 
with those on the development end, we had a road design for that section, that 
prior to the issue of HAB dollars was set at 900,000 dollars total cost, with 
400,000 from the developer and 500,000 of public funds. 
 
Was this an ideal roadway design?  No.  However, apparently it was 
contemplated that, in a time of tight road dollars, this was sufficient to get the 
project off the ground. 
 
Post-HAB funds, this section is now being designed to be a 2.8 million-dollar 
road project, with 2.4 million from the public and 400,000 dollars of 
developer contribution. 
 



b. 84th and Adams 
 
When Annette and I went up and talked about this project we saw plans from 
EDC for Adams that showed a cost of 3.4 million dollars.  This broke down as 
2 million dollars of directed impact fees (dollars from the developers up front 
with a payback some years down the road) plus the remainder in HAB funds. 
 
Now with HAB dollars in place we are seeing design work that adds up to 
nearly 7 million dollars and the breakdown is 2 million dollars of directed 
impact fees and potentially five million dollars of HAB funds.   
 
In both of these examples we see differing road standards and in the meeting it 
was stated that the only difference was that HAB funds made it easier to 
increase the scope of the project. 
 

c. 84th to 98th street on Yankee Hill. 
 
While this was not an HAB funded project, it is yet another example of an 
expanded project cost.  In 2006, it was agreed to build that road at a cost of 2 
million dollars of directed impact fees.  Later the developer was told that an 
additional lane of road needed to be added, increasing the cost by 700,000 
dollars, and that cost is now going to be born by the community by tapping 
into un-pledged impact fees in that zone. 

 
In the first two examples we see a 300% to 500% increase in the cost to the community to 
get these projects off the ground.  In my opinion, these kinds of cost increases may make 
sense, from an engineering point of view. However, we all agreed that we do not have an 
endless supply of road dollars; so why are we expanding the scope of these projects 
beyond what was acceptable just six or twelve months ago? 
 
2. Process.  This is another issue that I believe is quite troubling.  Where is the check on 

the Public Works department?  First, as I think as has been shown, the scope and cost 
of road projects expanded significantly since the issuance of the HAB funds, who 
authorized this expansion of scope and cost?   
 
From the meeting it appears that in both cases the expansion of the design standard 
originated inside public works and perhaps at the level below the Director of Public 
Works.  I am troubled by the degree we can expand our road design costs so 
rapidly without any input from elected officials.   

 
Karl, I have been a friend of Public Works.  I along with others developed the financing 
plan that has help fund the Category Five build out of the Water and Sewer Departments.  
I worked on the MIFC, which came forward with the first Highway allocation-bonding 
plan, and while on the council I came forward with this second level of financing for 
roads.   
 
I have been an advocate for the RUTS plan and even now I am working on finding ways 
to get additional County dollars so that the City does not have to annex gravel as it 
expands.  But I am very concerned about these developments and the direction that we 



are going.  We are either flush with dollars to do all we want to do, or we face a 
challenging road budget and we need to conserve our dollars to do as many job producing 
priority projects as possible. 
 
Below are my estimates of what I believe are the cost increases in the CIP for HAB 
funded projects.  Many of these increases were obtained either from your department or 
outside interested parties.  I hope we can work towards a compromise.  Both of the 
candidates for mayor identified road funding as a critical issue and these spending 
increases need to be addressed. 
 
 
Sincerely 

 
 
Daniel K Marvin 
At Large City Council Member 
 
Cc: Mayor’s Office 
 City Council Office 
 
 

Project 

Original 
estimated 

cost 
Current total 

cost 
Expanded 

cost 
Project No. 901769 - Pine Lake Road from 84th to 
98th Streets 

        
4,721,000          4,921,000  

           
200,000 

Project No. 902173 - 98th St., Hwy 2 to Pine Lake Rd. 
           

500,000          2,380,000  
        

1,880,000 
    
Project No. 901906 - West Adams, NW 56th to NW 
48th Sts.  

           
700,000          3,500,000  

        
2,800,000 

Project No. 901905 - Adams St., 75th to 84th Sts.  
        

1,378,000          3,978,000  
        

2,600,000 

Total project cost 7,379,000         14,779,000 
        

7,480,000 
    
 
 



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/15/2007 12:52 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Ronald Case
Address:  2420 North 78th Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68507

Phone:    464-8969
Fax:
Email:    rc85325@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
I hope all of you have read CurtDonaldson's Local View (LJS 14 May).  In 
addition to the obvious point that Curt makes about the reluctance of 
increasing taxes to keep abreast of services, there are related issues that he 
raised.

1) I know this has been addressed, but apparently not answered, why have 
revenues increased at such a paltry rate?

2) How much more room is there to increase efficiency?  Curt pointed out that 
the number of tax funded employees (outside of those involved in public 
safety) has actually decreased by 4% since 1990.  That is remarkable when one 
considers that the city has grown by 25% in population and 34% in area.

3) For those of you who hang your hat on growth paying its way and increasing 
the tax base--see above.  We have added a great deal of property to the tax 
roles and increased the population by 25% and yet we are faced with a $9 
million shortfall and a suffering infrastructure problem.

4) We have significant payments due for Antelope Valley, public schools, and 
lesser amounts for storm sewer improvements.  It will be hard to continue 
cutting and maintaining services and a the quality of life that we expect in 
Lincol.

Now is the time to think creatively rather than the old saws that haven't 
worked, let's grow, grow, grow.



JEFF ATKINSON 
<jladavey@yahoo.com> 

05/15/2007 03:51 PM

To pnewman@lincoln.ne.gov, jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov, 
jcook@lincoln.ne.gov, amcroy@lincoln.ne.gov, 
reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov, ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov, 

cc

bcc

Subject Thank you Council/New Mayor on Drag Racing Proposal 
Support

History: This message has been forwarded.

Mayor Beutler, Past and Present City Council Members, 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of the previous Council Member’s 
interest and efforts on the support of the proposal to build a Drag Racing facility in Lancaster
Countyunder special permit SP06051. Many of you are aware of the passion, the importance, and 
the support by the community for this proposal demonstrated by the large number of emails, 
phone calls and media coverage.  Speaking for thousands of motorsports and car enthusiasts 
across our community and state, we appreciate the Council’s efforts and support to once again 
bring sanctioned Drag Racing to Lincolnand Eastern Nebraska.
 
In reviewing Mayor Beutler’s inaugural comments to the City Council, it is very important for 
the benefit of our city and state that we have a native Lincolnbusinessman especially from the 
private sector with the support of thousands of motorsports enthusiasts and many local 
businesses to build a Drag Racing Facility in LancasterCounty.  These are some of the comments 
from his address that I would like to share with you.
-“ Everyone I’ve met believes that Lincolnis a good place ... a good place to live, work and 
raise a family. That’s not all – we all share a vision of the even better world-class City that 
Lincolncan become. Lincolnis ready for Mayoral leadership and City Council leadership that 
will make our vision become our reality.”
.- “Lincolnvoters voted for change. They want progress, now. And they want all of us, the 
Council, the Mayor and everyone who works for the City, to get to work and get the job done. 
The voters are going to hold all of us accountable ... and let me assure you, I will hold myself, 
my staff, my directors and my departments accountable.”
-“ It’s time – working with the Council – to solve the budget problem and fix the budget’s 
structural defects. I want to let all citizens know right now that this will be a difficult, difficult 
process. The scale of the deficit is huge. But we must persevere so that our house is at last in 
order.”
-“ As your Mayor, I will set the tone. And I am inviting everyone, every organization and every 
institution to join in being part of this change.”
 
-“ Finally, we will make Lincoln an easier place to do business – so that we can expand 
homegrown businesses, bring in new businesses and create the good, high-paying jobs that are 
the hallmark of a world-class City.”
 
                                                                                          Chris Beutler, Mayor of Lincoln
 
In reviewing these comments, it is very apparent that Mayor Beutler is very interested in 
revitalizing Lincoln. Business growth, job opportunities, tourism, and the direction of inviting all 



opportunities to improve our quality of life in Lincolnwill benefit all of us. The opportunity of a 
Drag Racing Facility presents a unique opportunity to benefit our community and state. Tourism 
dollars, new businesses, jobs, educational purposes and family entertainment destinations are just 
a few of the opportunities a motorsports facility could provide.
 
In closing, I would invite you to read through the Nebraska Motorplex’s vision for Lincolnand 
the community and how it mirrors the vision of our newly elected Mayor and the direction for 
our City. This vision of the Motorplex represents thousands of people and families in the racing 
community throughout the Midwest. We hopefully can look forward to a new era of leadership 
that will introduce new businesses and entertainment venues such as a Motorsports Facility to 
help create Mayor Beutler’s “WorldClassCity” vision for our community.
 
 
THE NEW NEBRASKAMOTORPLEX
 
For over 25 years the Nebraska Motorplex drag racing facility in Scribner provided Eastern 
Nebraska with some of the fastest drag racing in the Midwest. Now the Lincolnmetropolitan area 
has a huge opportunity to continue this legacy of racing with the potential to build the most 
spectator and participant friendly motorsports facility in the Midwest.
 
Nebraska Motorplex is proposing to build a drag racing themed, family recreation and 
entertainment center just outside the capital city of Lincoln.  The proposed site is approximately 
160 acres of ground on north Hwy77 between Branched Oak Roadand Davey Road, just 5 miles 
north of the Hwy 77 and the I-80 interchange. Property dimensions are 1 mile long by ¼ mile 
wide - perfect to build a first class drag racing surface with ample shutdown area for even the 
fastest class of cars. In addition, the facility will feature a landscaped environment complete with 
hard surface spectator and pit parking, picnic area, food and vendor booths, permanent 
concession stand and restrooms, fenced playground, state of the art Musco lighting for night 
events and many other features to provide a recreational destination for racers, fans and families 
in the Midwest and across the United States.
 
While the facility will provide many diverse racing programs and special events (such as car 
shows, etc) its main role will be to provide fun, affordable family entertainment that will attract 
many new visitors to the facility and more importantly to the community every year. Drag racing 
is a very family oriented sport with racing opportunities for hot rod enthusiasts of all levels, from 
kids ages 8-17 in the NHRA O’Reilly Auto Parts Jr. Drag Racing series, high school and 
sportsman classes, all the way to the professional ranks. 
 
The Nebraska Motorplex will not only provide an entertainment venue, but also provide 
economic benefit to Lincolnand Nebraska. According to a Universityof Nebraska Impact Study, 
the racetrack is expected to bring $10 to $ 23 million to the local economy. Tourism is the third 
largest earner of revenue in Nebraskawith visitors spending over $ 3.1 billion each year on 
hotels, restaurants, attractions, and businesses.
 
The facility will become a new source of pride for the city of Lincolnand the state of Nebraska. 
Previous national and divisional events in Scribner have been televised on ESPN. The 



opportunity to bring this venue to a large metropolitan area such as Lincoln will invite a host of 
new events that will not only provide entertainment and economic benefit to our community, but 
will bring national and regional attention that showcases the city of Lincoln, its businesses and 
sponsors in a positive and exciting manner making Lincoln even more of a visitor destination.
 
The National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) is very excited about the prospect of having a 
facility built in the Lincolnarea to continue to offer sanctioned drag racing in Nebraska. NHRA 
Division Director Rob Park has been very active in supporting the Nebraska Motorplex by 
attending the planning commission meeting and providing assistance from NHRA’s National 
Headquarters in Glendora, California. The Motorplex and its extended family of racers and fans 
are very appreciative of the dedication and efforts of Rob Park, along with the support of the 
NHRA and their desire to bring the fastest and most spectacular form of entertainment on wheels 
to Lincoln.
 
"NHRA is very excited with the Motorplex's efforts to build a facility in the Lincolnarea.  The 
Division V region represents thousands of sportsman racers throughout the Midwest and adding 
Lincoln as a membership track will not only benefit these racers and fans, but will provide the 
opportunity to bring NHRA Championship Drag Racing to a new an exciting market in the 
Lincoln and Omaha area."
 
Rob Park, NHRA Division V Director 
 
 
 
Nebraska Motorplex would like to thank everyone for the continued overwhelming support 
received via your letters, emails, letters to the editor of the Lincoln Journal Star and phone calls. 
This support has come not only from racers, fans and their families, but also from business 
owners and citizens of LancasterCounty, who see the tremendous need for economic growth and 
revenue for our community and state. With the support of all of you, we hope that the new 
Nebraska Motorplex drag racing facility can make Lincolna more exciting place to live and visit. 

   
Thanks again for your time and more importantly your support.
 
Jeff Atkinson
1800 Branched Oak Rd
Davey, NE68336

  

 Get your own web address.
Have a HUGE year through Yahoo! Small Business.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/16/2007 02:38 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Vince Horky
Address:  8121 Cheney Ridge Rd
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:    402 327 2772
Fax:
Email:    vh83956@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
How do we get the vacant land on the northwest corner of 84th and Cheney Ridge 
Rd cleaned up.

Thank You









"Mary Kenny" 
<ml@kennytree.com> 

05/17/2007 03:05 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Time Warner

I have not been able to attend any of the  meetings due to my work schedule.  Although I feel some improvement 
has  been made in dealing with the DVR issues, I continue to have problems.   Programs just do not record even if 
they are highlighted and scheduled to  record.  I've said all along if Time Warner would have just leveled with  us, 
letting us know we were a test site for the new Navigator, I think people  would have been much more 
understanding.  Instead, when calling with a  problem we were led to believe we were the only people in the city 
having the  problem.  I was given 6 months of free HBO as compensation. This would be  great if everything was 
working smoothly now...but it's not.  I say it's  time to get a new cable company in Lincoln.



AD D E N D U M 
T O 

 D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, MAY 21, 2007     

I. MAYOR -
 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Reservations Due May 23 For Mayor’s Arts Awards.    

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of May 19
through May 25, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.  

II. CITY CLERK - NONE 

III. CORRESPONDENCE

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE -

JON CAMP 

1. E-Mail from Lincoln 55+ - RE: Camp Bow Wow. 

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. Letter from Kent Forney, D.V.M., Nebraska Animal Medical Center - 
RE: Change of Zone #06084 - Opposed to allow commercial boarding
kennels in additional zoning districts before all applicable boards and committees. 
 

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - 

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES/WATER SYSTEM

1. 3 Letters from Donald J. Nordell, Operations Manager, Aquila; Jim Manthey,
President, Lincoln Association of PHCC; Al Schroeder, Manager-OSP
Engineering, Windstream brought to Council Office by Jerry Obrist, Lincoln
Water System - RE: Item #3, 07-66 - Letters of Support for Title 14 Amendments. 
      

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. E-Mail from Marla King - RE:  In Support of Camp Bow Wow. 

daadd052107/tjg



RESERVATIONS DUE MAY 23 FOR MAYOR’S ARTS AWARDS

Reservations are due May 23 for the 29th annual Mayor’s Arts Awards to be presented the evening of 
Wednesday, June 6, 2007 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.   The event is sponsored by the 
Lincoln Arts Council (LAC), and this year’s presenting sponsor is Union Bank. The awards program 
recognizes artistic contributions and achievements in the Lincoln area.

The event begins with a reception at 5:30 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 6:30 p.m., and the awards 
presentation will begin at 7:15 p.m.  Tickets for the event are $50, and reservations are required.   Checks 
can be sent to LAC at 920 “O” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. More information is available by calling 434-
ARTS (2787) or on the LAC Web site at www.artscene.org.

The Mayor’s Arts Awards ceremony also will include a tribute to those members of the Lincoln arts 
community who have died since the last awards ceremony in June 2006.  Names may be submitted to LAC

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 18, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

- more -

Rose Ann Dowty and Peter Heckman, who led the LAC’s Stories of Home public art project, will
receive the Mayor’s Choice Award (sponsored by Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather, L.L.P.).

Frameworks and owner Lynne Boyer will receive the Oliva Family “Arts for Kids”Award
(sponsored by Jack and Dottie Oliva), which honors an individual or organization from outside of the
arts professions whose leadership has enhanced arts activities and experiences for children.

The Nebraska Jazz Orchestra will receive the Artistic Achievement Award for Performing Arts
(sponsored by Farmers Mutual Insurance Company).

Sydney Lynch, a studio jeweler with work in 70 galleries and shops in the U.S. will receive the
Artistic Achievement Award for Visual Arts (sponsored by A to Z Printing).

The Lincoln High School Theatre and its production, “This Unsafe Star: The Emmitt Till Story,” 
will receive the Artistic Achievement Award for Youth (sponsored by Lincoln Benefit Life).

Deb Weber, Lincoln Arts Council, 434-2787



Mayor’s Arts Awards
May 18, 2007
Page Two

- 30 -

(PHOTOGRAPHS OF ALL AWARD WINNERS ARE AVAILABLE ON 
REQUEST BY CONTACTING DIANE GONZOLAS AT 441-7831)

The YWCA of Lincoln and its Star Art Project will receive the Event of the Year Award
(sponsored by Union Bank).

Walker and Dianne Kennedy will receive the Halcyon Allsman Benefactor of the Arts Award
(sponsored by TierOne Bank) for their significant financial contributions to the arts in Lincoln.

The Nebraska Art Association, the support organization for the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery,
will receive the Arts Organization Award (sponsored by the Lincoln Arts Council).

TierOne Bank will receive the Leadership Award (sponsored by Talent Plus).

Gerry Cox, a retired teacher who has co-produced a map and books on Nebraska authors and
literary figures, will receive the Literary Heritage Award (sponsored by the Nebraska Literary
Heritage Association).  

Government Square Park at 9th and “O” streets, which includes the Acklie Fountain, will receive
the Larry Enersen Urban Design Award (sponsored by The Clark Enersen Partners).

David Buntain, an attorney and immediate past president of the Lincoln Symphony Orchestra
Board, will receive the Heart of the Arts Award (sponsored by Runza Restaurants) for outstanding
volunteer service.

Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra and its Young People’s Concerts will receive the Gladys Lux
Education Award (endowed by the Gladys Lux Foundation). 



Date: May 18, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of May 19 through May 25, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, May 19

Sunday, May 20

Tuesday, May 22

“Stand for Children”event - 10:15 a.m., Lincoln Children’s Museum, 1420 “P” St.

Celebration for Tuskegee Airman Lt. Col. Paul Adams - 4 p.m., UNL Champions Club, 907 Stadium Dr.

International Visitors (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, Moldova, Rwanda,
Slovak Republic and Sweden) - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.



campjon@aol.com 

05/19/2007 11:22 AM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Camp Bow Wow

Tammy:
 
Share with Council.
 
Jon
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: info@Lincoln55Plus.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Thu, 17 May 2007 11:31 PM
Subject: Camp Bow Wow

Hi Jon,
I understand there is discussion on whether to allow an upscale pet boarding facility (Camp 
Bow Wow)inside the usual limits.
I hope the council can find a new way to determine what is right for Lincoln.
If Vets offices can have animals and the sound is not too bad, I think a kennel would be just fine.
Provided:
 

the sound quality of the facility is adequate to block the sound to an agreed on level.  1.
The folks walking the pets be asked to pick up any residue  2.
The dogs be duly secured by strong leashes3.

4.

I don’t know every angle that needs to be controlled.
I just know that the difference between a vets office and a kennel is not so great to prevent new 
businesses in Lincoln from reaching their potential..

Thanks for thinking of Lincoln 55+  Our History, Our Future, Our Experience
Keith Larsen - Editor and Publisher
Lincoln 55+ Seniors Paper,   PO Box 94755, Lincoln NE 68509
email:   Info@Lincoln55Plus.com
Web:     www.Lincoln55Plus.com     Phone: (402) 742-0132   















Marlajoy55@aol.com 

05/18/2007 06:48 AM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Re:Camp Bow Wow

   
Dear Ms. Grammer,
 
I am writing on the behalf of Camp Bow Wow.  I am a resident of  Lincoln, but am currently living temporarily in 
Topeka KS while my husband is  working on contract.  In Topeka, we have a place to take our dog that is  similar to 
Camp Bow Wow--and we (and our dog) love it!
 
It is so nice to take your dog somewhere where you how they will be able to  run and play with other dogs all day, 
and not be confined to a kennel.  My  dog has someone with him all day--he is not isolated, therefore I feel he is  
much safer.
 
My dog loves it, and when we return to Lincoln in a few months, we will  miss that kind of place to leave our dog 
when we cannot be with him.   That's why I was so excited to hear about Camp Bow Wow coming to Lincoln.   I 
had no idea that they would have to jump through so many fences of red tape to  get established.
 
I hope you will consider what a business like this could mean to Lincoln  and how it would help to keep Lincoln up 
with other cities who have also seen  what a business like this can do for their community.  I have shared with  
people outside of Lincoln about the possibility of Camp Bow Wow coming and they  are looking forward to 
bringing their dogs (and their dollars) to Lincoln.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Marla King
402-890-9713

See what's free at AOL.com. 
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