
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2007

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
11:00A.M., ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 
**1. Results of Drinking Water Samples Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli

Bacteria by Colilert®Method of Analysis.
**2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Announces Appointments to his Staff and

Administration. 
**3. NEWS RELEASE. Intersection of 13th and South Street to Close for Ten Days.  
**4. Washington Report, May 11, 2007. 
  *5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler Announces Establishment of MOVE

(Mayor’s Opportunities for a Vibrant Economy) on Thursday, May 24, 2007,
10:00 am at the County-City Building, in the Mayor’s Conference Room.

  *6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Establishes Council to Move City Economy 
Forward. 

  *7. NEWS RELEASE. Annual Report of Public Works and Utilities Department 
Available On-Line.

   *8. Washington Report, May 18, 2007. 
    9. NEW ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler News Conference, Friday, 10:00 am, County-

City Building. Announcing Technology Improvements at the Emergency
Communication/911 Center. (Council Members Received on 05/24/07)

  10. NEWS RELEASE. Local 911 Dispatchers Can Now Locate Calls from Wireless
Phones. 

  11. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of May 26
through June 1, 2007. (Distributed to Council Members on 05/25/07)

  12. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor to Present Awards for “Clean Your Files Week”. 
  13. NEWS RELEASE. Lanes to Close for short Time in 48th and “R” Area.
  14. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Open House on Roadway Improvements.
  15. NEWS RELEASE. Intersection of 9th and South to Close for Ten Days.
  16. Cable Television Advisory Board Performance Evaluation of Time Warner

Cable Service Report, May 24, 2007.
  17. Washington Report, May 25, 2007. 
    

II. DIRECTORS

CITIZEN INFORMATION CENTER
    1. Email from Herb Friedman, Member of the Lincoln Cable Television Advisory

Board, with Article Sent to the Lincoln Journal Star. 

CITY ATTORNEY
**1. Letter from Joseph Rupp, Assistant City Attorney, Responding to Mike

Morosin’s Comments Before the City Council on April 30, 2007.
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COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES
**1. Patte Newman Announced as The Substance Abuse Action Coalition (SAAC) 

Coordinator. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
 * 1. Sales Tax Report for May, Which Reflect March Sales:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2001-2002

Through 2006-2007;
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007. 

    2. Monthly City Cash Report of April, 2007. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
**1. Lancaster County Receives Ranking of “A” for Ozone Air Quality. 
  *2. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln and EPA Team Up for Clean Air.
  *3. 20th Annual Lincoln and Lancaster County Environmental Awards. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
**1. Notice of Neighborhood Meeting for Future Development at the SW Corner of

South 27th Street and Randolph Street on May 24, 2007. 
  *2. Annexation Map for Ordinance No. 18908. The Woodlands at Yankee Hill, 84th

and Yankee Hill Road. 
  *3. Response to Tony Young Regarding Alvo Road and Other Roads in the

Fallbrook Area.  
    4. Correspondence from Evelyn Fink. Construction Site Discharges Ordinance. 
    5a. 2007 Benchmark Indicators Report.
    5b. 2007 Benchmark Indicators Report Web Page Access. 
    6. Meeting Cancellation of the June 2007 Urban Design Committee. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
  *1. Planning Commission Minutes of May 16, 2007 and Action on Capital

Improvements Program and Transportation Improvement Program.  
  *2. Action by Planning Commission, May 23, 2007.
    3. Additional Information from Opposition to Change of Zone No. 07025, R-3 to

B-2 at 7951 Pioneers Boulevard, Bill #07-91.  

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
  *1. Special Permit No. 1692D, an Amendment to the Wilderness Ridge Community

Unit Plan. South 27th Street and Yankee Hill Road. Resolution No. PC-01053.
  *2. Special Permit No. 06061A, an Amendment to the Hidden Valley Estates

Community Unit Plan. South 112th Street and Pine Lake Road. Resolution No.
PC-01054. 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
**1. ADVISORY. Intersection to Close at 13th and South Streets. Project #540009.
**2. ADVISORY. Water Main Project #700298. East of North 58th Court and East

End of Johanna Road.
**3. ADVISORY. Fletcher Avenue; 1st Street to Approximately 600 Feet East of 7th    

  Street. Seventh Street; Fletcher Avenue to Morton Street. Project #76904. 
    4. ADVISORY. South Street and 9th Street Intersection to Close. Project #540009.
    5. ADVISORY. Phase II - South Street; 16th - 17th Street to Close; Phase I - South

Street; 13rd - 16th Street to Open. Project #540009.
    6. Regulations for Construction Site Discharges (E&SC Standards) 07-78, 07-79,

07-80, 07R-102. Six Motions to Amend Prepared by the Law Department in
Regard to this Legislation. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
**1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 07005. North 61st Street North of Aylesworth

Avenue.
**2. North 27th Bid Information. Assessment Resolution. Business Improvement

District Act, North 27th Street Maintenance Business Improvement District.
**3. North 27th Bid Information. Proposed Distribution of Assessment of Downtown

Maintenance District.  

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
  *1. Email from Rev. James H. Voss. Do Not Allow Talent Plus to Continue To

Build in Holmes Park. 
  *2. Emails Expressing Opposition to a Holiday Inn Express Being Built at South 27th

and Tamarin Ridge Road.
a) Tenile Fix
b) LeShara and Troy Ways-Bothe.
c) Lea Clauss
d) Karrie Rosa
e) Roger Sutliff

  *3. Email from Lori McGinnis. Approve Ordinance to Allow Dog Kennels in the
City.

    4. Response from Police Chief Casady Regarding ATV Use by Newspaper
Carriers. 

DOUG EMERY 
  *1. Request to Karl Fredrickson, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Stop Signs

- Eastridge Elementary School (Emery RFI#1 - 05/21/07)

    2. Request to Health Department/Planning Department - RE: Zoning and
prohibiting dumping of waste (Emery RFI#2 - 05/31/07)
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ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
    1. Response from Police chief Casady Regarding Proposed Holiday Inn at South

27th and Tamarin Ridge Road.

DAN MARVIN
**1. Letter to Public Works regarding Perspectives/Clarification on Road Funding.

JOHN SPATZ
   *1. Request to Public Works & Utilities/Building & Safety/Health Department-

RE: Maintenance of Lot (Spatz RFI#1 - 05/24/07) SEE RESPONSES FROM:
1)  LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT;
2) LANCASTER COUNTY WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY;
3) BUILDING AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT;
4) ANNETTE MCROY RFI#178; 
5) MCROY LETTER TO BUILDING AND SAFETY AND PUBLIC

WORKS; AND
6) LETTER FROM STEVE CHAMPOUX TO MCROY.  

   *2. Request to Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Director - RE: Highlands 
(Spatz RFI#2 - 05/24/07) SEE RESPONSE FROM JIM PORTIS, NW
DISTRICT SUPERVISOR.

V. MISCELLANEOUS
**1. Email from Ronald Case. Question or Comment Regarding Increasing Taxes to

Keep Abreast of Services.
**2. Email from Jeff Atkinson. Thank You to City Council and Mayor Beutler on

Drag Racing Proposal Support.
**3. Email from Vince Horky. Vacant Land on Northwest Corner of 84th and Cheney

Ridge Road Clean Up. 
**4. Letter from Wilderness Kennels, Henry and Judy Sader, Regarding Proposal

Allowing Dog Kennels Inside the City Limits of Lincoln. (Distributed to Council
Members on 05/16/07) 

**5. Email from Mary Kenny. Continued Problems with Time Warner. 
  *6. Emails from Shannon McGovern. 

a) Question on Drag Strip Proposal with Comments on Economic Report;
b) Economic Impact Analysis;

 c) Dealing with Economic Development;
d) Journal Star Article. Topeka Racing Complex Changes Life, Perceptions; and 
e) Racing with Biofuels. 

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIVED WEEK OF 06/04/07
1. Email from Thomas Safranek. Keep Pedestrian/Bicyclist Bridge over Highway 2

Open to Public During Summer Daytime Hours.
2. Fax received on Dog Codes, Chapter 6.08, with Added Note on Boarding Kennels. 
3. ITT (Information Technology, Inc.) Announces Expansion at Lincoln Facility. 
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4. Letter from Lower Platte South Natural Resources District, Glenn Johnson,
Manager. Proposed Text Changes Involving Regulations and Design Standards
Relating to Stormwater Quality. 

5. MEDIA RELEASE. Community Health Endowment Announces Funding Awards.
6a. Email to Jon Camp with Copy of Letter sent to Mary Strand, Planning Commission.
6b. Letter to Mary Strand, Planning Commissioner, from Dave Zeplin.
7. MEDIA RELEASE. Ruth Hill Elementary and Community Health Endowment

Team Up to Support the “Back Pack Program”.
  
**Held over from May 21, 2007.
  *Held over from May 28, 2007.

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da060407.wpd/mmm



Mayor Chris Beutler will announce technology improvements at the Emergency
Communications/911 Center at a news conference at 10 a.m. Friday, May 25.
Because the 911 Center is a secure location, members of the media are asked to
meet at 9:45 a.m. at the first floor elevators at the County-City Building,
555 South 10th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: May 24, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER



LOCAL 911 DISPATCHERS CAN NOW LOCATE
CALLS FROM WIRELESS PHONES

Mayor Chris Beutler announced today that 911 dispatchers in Lincoln and Lancaster County are now able 
to determine both the phone number and approximate location of callers using wireless phones.

“More than 60 percent of all 911 calls to the local Emergency Communications Center now come from 
wireless phones.  In 2006, the local center received more than 49,000 wireless 911 calls,” said Mayor 
Beutler.  “Callers are not always able to give dispatchers the necessary details, so the ability to locate the 
caller can make the difference between life and death.  I applaud the 911 Center for its use of new 
technology to increase the safety for all residents of our community.”

Julie Righter, 911 Communications Manager, said callers need to be aware that they may experience a 
delay of several seconds at the beginning of a call to 911.   This delay is necessary because the phone is 
sending the location information to the 911 dispatcher.  Righter also cautioned that not every wireless 
phone has the ability to send location information.  Cell phone subscribers are encouraged to check with 
their wireless carriers about the capability of a particular phone.

The City has been able to determine callers’ phone numbers for several years.  The 911 Center upgraded 
from an analog to a digital system in 2004 and installed a digital mapping system, funded by the City’s 
Capital Improvement Program.  The City also received a $77,000 grant from the Public Safety Foundation 
of America for the project.  The most recent improvements give dispatchers the ability  to plot the latitude 
and longitude of  wireless callers.  The Nebraska Public Service Commission (PSC) has been developing a 
statewide plan for deployment of  wireless locating with funding for a surcharge assessed by all wireless 
carriers.

In addition to wireless calls, the Lincoln 911 Center is in the implementation stages of accepting Internet 
phone calls (VoIP).   Righter advised those who are considering a subscription to one of the Internet 
services to research the service and understand what happens if they need to call 911. 

The Lincoln 911 Center is staffed by 35 full-time, public service dispatchers.  The Center is one of only 32 
in the country accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies.  For more 
information, see the city Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: 911).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 25, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Julie Righter, 911 Communications Manager, 441-7252
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Date: May 25, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of May 26 through June 1, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Wednesday, May 30

Thursday, May 31

Party for completion of Rose Garden - 8 a.m., Sunken Gardens, 27th Street and Capitol Parkway

Clean Your Files Week awards presentations - 1:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

Lincoln Police Department Academy graduation, presentation of awards - 7 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel,
Grand Ballroom, 333 S. 13th St.



MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

MAYOR TO PRESENT AWARDS FOR “CLEAN YOUR FILES WEEK”

Mayor Chris Beutler will present awards to the top participants in “Clean Your Files Week” at 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 31 in the Mayor’s Conference Room.  The week of April 23 through 27,  31 participants 
recycled more than 53,000 pounds of paper.  That represents an environmental savings of 450 trees, 80 
cubic yards of landfill space and more than 180,000 gallons of water.  

“In the eight years that Lincoln has sponsored Clean Your Files Week, participating businesses and 
institutions have recycled close to 328,000 pounds of paper,” said Mayor Beutler.  “This program has 
become a great tradition in our community.  By promoting the recycling of office paper, we help the 
environment and save taxpayer dollars by extending the life of the landfill.”

For the fourth year in a row, Ameritas Life Insurance Corporation collected the largest amount of any 
organization participating in the event by recycling 24,508 pounds of paper.  
Awards also will be presented to:
?  Elliott Elementary in the schools category.  Students there collected 1,000 pounds of paper or about 
three pounds of paper per student.
?  The League Association of Risk Managers in the private business category.  The group collected 715 
pounds of paper or 102 pounds of paper per employee.
?  The Mayor’s Office  in the local government category.  Former Mayor Coleen Seng and her staff 
collected 1,937 pounds of paper or 129 pounds of paper per employee.

Clean Your Files Week is organized by Recycling at Work, a campaign of the National Office Paper 
Recycling Project, a public-private partnership managed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, with the help 
of Clean Your Files Week national sponsors.  Local sponsors include the City of Lincoln, Midland 
Recycling, the Lincoln Public Schools, the University of Nebraska and WasteCap of Nebraska.  

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 30, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
                                                       Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043    
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MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

LANES TO CLOSE FOR SHORT TIME
IN 48TH AND “R” AREA

Beginning at 9 a.m. Thursday, May 31, traffic at the intersection of 48th and “R” streets will be reduced to 
one lane northbound and southbound for pavement repair.  The  northbound to westbound left-turn lane 
also will be closed.   Lanes will re-open at 3 p.m. Thursday, except for the closed left-turn lane, which 
will be reopened by 6 a.m. on Friday, June 1.

For more information, contact Larry Duensing, City Public Works and Utilities Department, at 441-8401 
or visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE  68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 29, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Larry Duensing, Engineering Services, 441-8401
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MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE ON
ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS

The public is invited to an open house on proposed roadway improvements in east Lincoln from 5:30 to 7 
p.m. Thursday, June 7 in the Kahoa Elementary School lunchroom, 7700 Leighton Ave.

The project will improve Adams Street between 75th and 90th streets, providing a paved roadway with 
curb, gutter and sidewalks as well as left-turn and right-turn lanes at intersections.  Also included in the 
project is an evaluation and potential improvement of 84th Street to a six-lane roadway from one-quarter 
mile north and to one-quarter mile south of Adams, with left-turn and right-turn lanes at intersections.  
The 84th Street work is currently in the beginning design phase, and  many options are being considered.  
Construction is expected to begin by spring of 2008.

Representatives from the City of Lincoln and HWS Consulting Group will be in attendance to answer 
questions and discuss concerns.

For more information on the open house, the public can call Dawn Steffen, HWS Consulting Group, at 
479-2200.  More information on this and other City Public Works and Utilities construction projects is 
available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7701, fax 441-8194

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 29, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kent Evans, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7583
                                                       Dawn Steffen, HWS Consulting Group, 479-2200 
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MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

INTERSECTION OF 9TH AND SOUTH TO CLOSE FOR TEN  DAYS

The intersection of 9th and South streets will be closed to traffic starting at 4 a.m., Saturday, 
June 2 for the South Street Improvements Project.  The intersection will reopen June 12, weather 
permitting.  Detour routes will be marked with signs and are available on the City Web site at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: southstreet).

On June 4, the project is scheduled to move from phase I to phase II.   South Street from 13th to 16th 
streets will reopen, with some continued lane closures.  South Street from 16th to 17th will close for about 
five weeks.

The South Street Improvements Project began in March.  Improvements include roadway resurfacing, 
replacement of medians and traffic signals, new pavement markings, new streetscape enhancements and 
replacement of the water main and storm sewers.  The entire project from 8th to 18th streets has four 
phases and is scheduled to be complete by the end of July 2007.

For more information, contact Steven Faust, City Public Works and Utilities Department, at 441-7711.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7701, fax 441-8194

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 30, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steven Faust, Engineering Services, 441-7711
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CONGRESS 
Congress breaks for week-long recess after 
clearing Iraq supplemental.  Congressional 
Democrats and the White House broke their 
logjam over FY 2007 emergency 
supplemental funding 2007 for overseas 
military activities when Democrats relented 
on their insistence that the measure contain 
language drawing a roadmap for the eventual 
withdrawal of troops from Iraq.  The $120 
billion supplemental measure was quickly 
cleared for the President by both the House 
and Senate on Thursday. 
 
Also included in the measure is additional FY 
2007 funding for emergency agricultural 
assistance, Gulf Coast recovery efforts, base 
closure activities, and the state children’s 
health insurance program.  However, 
negotiators also dropped some items from 
previous versions of the supplemental, 
including funds for the low income home 
energy assistance program and pandemic flu 
preparations.  In addition, emergency funding 
for aviation, port, and transit security was 
reduced from previous versions. 
 
Transportation assistance for Gulf Coast areas 
was increased by over $200 million in the 
bill.  However, the $871 million in 
supplemental transportation spending will be 
offset by rescissions in the same amount to 
FY 2007 highway program contract authority.  
No other spending in the $120 billion 
measure was offset. 
 
The supplemental spending bill also will raise 
the minimum wage – in three stages over the 
next two years -- from $5.15 per hour to 
$7.25 per hour. 
 
House appropriators were busy this week.  
Along with the supplemental, three 
subcommittees (Military Construction-VA, 
Interior-Environment, and Energy and Water 

Development) marked up their versions of FY 
2008 spending bills (see related stories 
below).  None of the bills contained any 
earmarks for individual Members’ projects, 
while House Appropriations Committee 
Chairman David Obey (D-WI) confirmed 
reports that have been circulating for weeks 
that he intends to wait until House-Senate 
conference committees on the FY 2008 
appropriation bills to add earmarks. 
 
These conferences are not expected to begin 
before September, and Obey claims that he 
needs that time to fully examine the 
appropriateness of the thousands of earmark 
requests his panel received. 
 
Finally, the House also approved legislation 
this week that seeks to update the rules by 
which Washington, DC lobbyists operate.  In 
addition to requiring that lobbyists report to 
Congress on their activities four times per 
year (as opposed to the current rate of twice 
per year), they will also have to report their 
political contributions on the reports.  
Lobbyists would also have to reveal on these 
reports whether they have “bundled” 
contributions from other sources and passed 
them on to Members. 
 
The Senate approved their version of lobby 
reform earlier this year, a measure that many 
observers perceive to be stricter than the 
House bill.  Those differences will have to be 
reconciled in a House-Senate conference 
committee. 
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HOMELAND SECURITY 
House bill would increase funding for state 
and local grant programs.  The Homeland 
Security Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee kicked off the 
FY 2008 appropriations process, approving 
an FY 2008 spending bill for the 
Department of Homeland Security that 
would provide $2.1 billion more for the 
Department than President Bush requested.  
In an effort to address what Democrats call 
several years of neglect for core local first 
responder programs, the bill approved by 
the Subcommittee would direct the bulk 
($1.9 billion) of that increase to state and 
local grant programs. 
 
Overall, state and local government 
programs would receive $6.4 billion, 
approximately $1 billion more than in FY 
2007.  The Subcommittee allocated the 
increased funding evenly and every state 
and local grant program would see its 
funding increase from FY 2007, including 
programs such as Metropolitan Medical 
Response and firefighter hiring that the 
Administration had proposed eliminating. 
 
Highlights (with the increase from FY 
2007) include: 
 
• $550 million – State Homeland 

Security Grants (+ $25 million) 
• $400 million – Law Enforcement 

Terrorism Prevention Grants (+ $25 
million) 

• $800 million – Urban Area Security 
Initiative (+ $30 million) 

• $400 million – Port Security Grants (+ 
$190 million) 

• $400 million – Rail & Transit Security 
Grants (+ $225 million) 

• $50 million – Metropolitan Medical 
Response (+ $17 million) 

• $50 million – Interoperable 
Communications Grants (+ $50 
million) 

• $570 million – FIRE grants (+ $23 
million) 

• $230 million – SAFER firefighter 
hiring grants (+ $115 million) 

• $300 million – Emergency 
Management Performance Grants (+ 
$100 million) 

• $1.7 billion – Disaster Relief Fund (+ 
$200 million) 

• $230 million –  Flood Map 
Modernization (+ $31 million) 

2 May 25, 2007                                   Washington Report 

• $120 million – Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation (+ $20 million) 

• $153 million – Emergency Food & 
Shelter (+ $1 million). 

 
The bill now heads to the full 
Appropriations Committee, which is 
expected to approve it immediately after 
the House returns from next week’s 
Memorial Day recess.  The full House is 
slated to consider the bill soon after that 
action. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
House panels approves EPA, Corps of 
Engineers spending bills.  The Interior 
and the Environment Subcommittee 
approved a $27.6 billion FY 2008 
spending bill for the Department of the 
Interior and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA).  Although 
details about specific programs are not 
yet available, the Subcommittee bill not 
only rejects the Administration’s 
proposal to cut overall funding for both 
agencies in FY 2008 but would 
significantly increase both. 
 
Programs at the Department of Interior 
would receive $10.2 billion in FY 2008 
under the bill, $400 million more than 
FY 2007 levels.  The National Park 
Service, including the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, would be a big 
winner in the bill.  Overall funding for 
acquisition of recreational and 
environmentally sensitive land, long a 
target of former Subcommittee 
Chairman Charles Taylor (R-NC), would 
increase by $70 million. 
 
EPA would receive $8.1 billion, a $400 
million boost form current levels, and 
the big winner would be the State Clean 
Water Revolving Loan Fund.  The bill 
would fund it at $1.125 billion, $41 
million more than FY 2007 and $437 
million more than the Administration 
proposed. 
 
In addition, the Energy and Water 
Development Subcommittee also 
approved a $36.1 billion FY 2008 
spending bill for programs at the 
Department of Energy, U.S. Army Corp 
of Engineers, and Bureau of 
Reclamation.  That figure represents an 
increase of $1.3 billion over FY 2007 
levels.  As in the case of the Interior-

EPA measure, details are limited at this 
time, but reports are that the Corps of 
Engineers would receive $713 million 
more than current year levels. 
 
No earmarks for individual Member 
projects were included in either spending 
bill, as the House appropriators will wait 
until  House-Senate conference 
committee over their bills to insert 
earmarks. 
 
The Appropriations Committee is 
scheduled to take up the bill when it 
returns from its Memorial Day recess.  
Funding levels for specific programs will 
be included in this report as they become 
available. 
 
HOUSING 
House clears GSE reform bill with 
affordable housing fund; House panel 
approves Section 8 overhaul.  By a vote 
of 313-104, the House approved 
legislation (HR 1427) that would tighten 
the regulation of mortgage giants Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac and of the twelve 
Federal Home Loan Banks.  However, 
after the House approved an amendment 
that would scale back regulation of the 
government-sponsored enterprises 
(GSE), the Administration revoked its 
support for the bill. 
 
As passed by the House, the bill would 
create an affordable housing fund of 
approximately $3 billion over five years.  
The fund would be capitalized by   
capturing a portion of Fannie and 
Freddie’s after tax profits. 
 
The amendment that raised the 
Administration’s ire was  would limit the 
ability of the new regulator to assess the 
risk posed by Fannie and Freddie’s 
portfolios.  The Administration favors a 
tough approach that would allow the 
new regulator to assess not only the risk 
that Fannie and Freddie’s portfolios pose 
to those institutions but to the economy 
as a whole. 
 
Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affa i r s  Commit tee  Chai rman 
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) praised the 
House bill and said he will advance a 
similar bill soon. 
 
 



 

In other news, the House Financial 
Services Committee approved legislation 
(HR 1851) that would expand the Section 8 
Housing Voucher Program and change 
how the vouchers are allocated.  The bill 
would allocate voucher funding using 
housing data from the most recent twelve 
months rather than the most recent census.  
Housing advocates argue that using old 
data has resulted in the loss of 150,000 
vouchers.  The FY 2007 Continuing 
Resolution included similar language for 
FY 2007 funds.  HR 1851 would extend 
the provision through FY 2012. 
 
As the result of an amendment approved 
by voice vote, the bill would also authorize 
an additional 100,000 vouchers over the 
next five years. 
 
The bill now heads to the House floor, 
though a date has not been identified. 
 
IMMIGRATION 
Se n a t o r s  c on t i nue  de b a t e  on 
comprehensive immigration reform.  The 
Senate will continue consideration of the 
immigration reform package (S 1348) upon 
returning from the Memorial Day recess 
with the goal of keeping intact a fragile 
compromise between the White House and 
Senate Democratic leaders. 
 
A bipartisan group of Senators remain 
committed to opposing any amendments 
that would significantly change the deal 
that was recently reached after two months 
of behind-the scenes negotiations.  The bill 
includes a combination of border security 
measures, a “guest worker” program, the 
creation of a path to citizenship for some 
of the estimated 12 million illegal 
immigrants currently in the country, and 
penalties for employers that do not verify 
the legal status of their workers. 
 
Debate this week exposed displeasure with 
the agreement on both sides of the aisle, 
but Senators were able to defeat two 
amendments to strip the bill of the guest 
worker program, as well as other 
amendments considered by sponsors to be 
“poison pills.”  This included an effort by 
Senator Norm Coleman (R-MN) to allow 
federal, state, or local government 
authorities to questions individuals about 
their immigration status if they have 
probable cause to believe they are illegal.  
The amendment which was defeated 48-
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49, was designed as a response to some 
communities that have “sanctuary” 
policies with regard to illegal 
immigrants. 
 
Amendments from both Democrats and 
Republicans are expected when debate 
resumes the week of June 4. 
 
CONSERVATION 
Consideration of conservation programs 
kicks off Farm Bill reauthorization.  The 
Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, 
Energy and Research of the House 
Agriculture Committee kicked of the 
Farm Bill reauthorization process this 
week when they marked up the 
conservation title of the bill. 
 
Although a coalition of water utilities, 
environmentalists and hunters is calling 
on Congress to double funding for 
conservation programs, that ambition 
met with the reality of a tight budget. 
Under current budget limitations, 
Congress has $60 billion less for this bill 
than for its predecessor.  Overall, the bill 
approved by the Subcommittee would 
boost funding for conservation programs 
by $3.8 billion over five years for an 
annual average funding level of $4.1 
billion, considerably short of the $7 
billion a year called for by the coalition. 
 
During the markup, Rep. Kristen 
Gillibrand (D-NY) offered but then 
withdrew and amendment that would 
have restored funding for the 
Conservation Security Program, which 
pays farmers to manage their farms in an 
environmentally friendly manner.  
Because of funding constraints, 
enrollment in the program is on hold 
through FY 2012 despite considerable 
demand for new enrollments. 
 
The bulk of the bill’s conservation 
funding, $2 billion a year, would be 
directed to the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), which 
provides farmers with environmental 
assistance ranging from wastewater 
management at livestock farms to paving 
roads to mitigate dust pollution.  Rep. 
Dennis Cardoza (D-CA) withdrew an 
amendment that would direct $300 
million a year of EQIP funding to air 
pollution control assistance for farms 
located in non-attainment areas. 

The bill would authorize $100 million a 
year for the Regional and Ground and 
Surface Water Enhancement Program 
and would change the focus of the 
program to cooperative agreements 
between the Department of Agriculture, 
farmers and government entities for 
meeting regional water quality goals. 
The various Agriculture Committee 
subcommittees will continue work on the 
ten titles of the bill when Congress 
returns from its Memorial Day recess.  
When that work is done, the products of 
the various subcommittees will be 
combined into a single bill for the full 
Agriculture Committee to consider. 
 
In the Senate, Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Tom Harkin (D-IA) told 
reporters that he will soon release a draft 
Farm Bill that will increase conservation 
funding to $6 billion a year.  However, 
when pressed, Harkin did not detail how 
he would pay for the increased funding. 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Streamlined sales tax, internet tax 
moratorium measures being crafted in 
the Senate.  While comprehensive 
telecommunications reform appears to 
have been shelved for the year in 
Congress, there is still activity on other 
related fronts. 
 
Senator Mike Enzi (R-WY) plans to 
reintroduce legislation that would allow 
states and local governments to collect 
sales and use taxes on remote sales for 
out-of-state merchants.  The Supreme 
Court has ruled on two occasions that 
companies must have a physical nexus in 
a state in order for them to be required to 
collect such taxes, but in those rulings 
the high court also conceded that 
Congress has the ultimate authority on 
the matter because of its jurisdiction 
over interstate commerce.  It has been 
estimated that states and local 
governments lose between $15 and $22 
billion per year in uncollected sales and 
use taxes on remote sales. 
 
The legislation requires states to comply 
with simplification measures to 
streamline the collection of sales taxes, 
bu t  i t  a l so  wou l d  sub j ec t 
telecommunications taxes to the 
streamlined procedures.  State and local 
governments strongly oppose this 



 

provision, as it would require centralized 
collection and administration of 
local telephone taxes, rights-of-way fees, 
franchise fees, and other related taxes. 
 
Meanwhile, Senators Lamar Alexander (R-
TN) and Tom Carper (D-DE) are planning 
to offer legislation soon that would extend 
the current Internet Tax Moratorium for 
four years.  The current moratorium – 
which was enacted in 1998, extended in 
2004, and expires in October 2007 -- 
prevents state and local taxation of Internet 
access fees.  Local government 
organizations have supported simple, short 
term extensions of this moratorium, but 
have opposed permanent extensions, as 
well as attempts to broaden the definition 
of Internet access. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Justice  
DOJ is accepting applications for the High 
Risk Youth Offender Reentry and Family 
Strengthening Initiative for FY 2007. The 
program is designed to fund state and local 
projects that assist with youth offenders as 
they reenter into the community, as well as 
facilitate families by focusing on 
improving economic success and family 
support systems.  A total of $15 million is 
available, $10 million is allocated to the 
High-Risk Youth Offender Reentry 
Initiative and $5 million is for the Family 
Strengthening Initiative.  The minimum 
awarded is $250,000 and the maximum is 
$1 million. No match is required.  The 
announcement may be found at: 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/F
Y2007/Reentry.pdf 
 
Department of Interior 
FY 2007 funding for the National Park 
Service Preserve America has been 
announced.  Funding will be awarded to 
programs that support communities in 
p l a n n i n g ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d 
implementation of heritage tourism.  
Funding will not be available for 
conservation, repairs and relocation 
expenses.  Eligible candidates must be 
designated within the National Heritage 
area.  A dollar for dollar match is required, 
and approximately 40 awards will be made 
between $20,000 and $150,000 each.  For 
more information see: 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/hpg/PreserveA
merica/download/2007PAguidelines.pdf 
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Jean L Walker/Notes 

05/30/2007 02:02 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Deborah L Engstrom/Notes@Notes, Trish A 
Owen/Notes@Notes, Ann Harrell/Notes@Notes, Rick 
Hoppe/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject BP:  2007 Benchmark Indicators Report

Because this is a .pdf, you will not be able to click on the link.  

Go to the Planning Department Web page, "Long Range Planning", then "2007 Community Indicators 
Report" to access the report.

--Jean Walker, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365



















Tom Casady 
<tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/29/2007 02:33 PM
Please respond to

tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

To campjon@aol.com

cc councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject RE: ATV use by newspaper carriers

Jon:
 
I think you will find that ATVs are almost universally prohibited around the country from operation on 
public streets and highways.  There appears to be a huge volume of material concerning the safety 
concerns of ATVs on public streets available on the Internet.  
 
To change the current law in order to allow ATVs, you would need to modify most of the City ordinances 
contained in Chapter 10.22.   
 
Since ATVs are prohibited by State Statute, the State Legislature would need to repeal or modify Section 
60-6,356 of the Nebraska Revised Statutes .  There is also a series of statutes in Chapter 60 that create 
requirements for horns, lights, fenders, turn signals, windshields, and so forth that would require revision 
to accommodate ATVs.  
 
My usual caution in such matters is to remember the lowest common denominator:  what sounds like a 
reasonable idea for one individual's desired use might have some unanticipated consequences when the 
use spreads to others.  
 

Tom Casady
Chief of Police
Lincoln Police Department
575 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7237
mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

 

From: campjon@aol.com [mailto:campjon@aol.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2007 7:05 PM
To: tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: litlehenry@yahoo.com
Subject: ATV use by newspaper carriers

Tom:

An interesting situation was presented to me that I would like you to consider.

Jerry Vogt called and explained that he is retired but also delivers newspapers in the 70th 
& Old Cheney area and Black Forest.  With gasoline prices steadily climbing, he 
questioned if Lincoln's ordinances could be modified to permit an ATV on the city street.  



In his case, he would deliver newsplapers early in the morning.  His route(s) would call 
for him to cross Old Cheney.  Other streets would be residential.

Jerry noted that he could take an old motorcycle and retrofit it to do the job. . .and legally 
license the motorcycle.  

With this in mind, and anticipating your concerns that this might open  the door to 
unwanted street vehicles, I would appreciate your reflection on possible solutions.  For 
example, could we create a "special and restricted class/license" that would permit this 
limited activity and/or similar limited activities?  

If, as Jerry noted, he could essentially achieve the same vehicular result by modifying a 
motorcycle, does it not seem rational to allow a properly licensed ATV to do the same 
thing?

Thanks in advance for your assistance.  I am copying Jerry on this email and you are 
more than welcome to call him.  I first met Jerry years ago when he worked at Green's 
Plumbing.  Jerry lives at 6521 S. 82nd Street, 68516, cell phone 416-6566, email 
litlehenry@yahoo.com (yes, only one "t" in little).

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



Tom Casady 
<tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/29/2007 02:45 PM
Please respond to

tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

To "'Robin Eschliman'" <robine@neb.rr.com>

cc councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject RE: Proposed Holiday Inn

Robin:  I can't think of any incidents involving registered sex offenders at motels.  I can tell you that we 
have occasional sex offenses and other crimes at motels and hotels, just like we do at other businesses, 
residences, schools, and institutions.  I have no information that would confirm or suggest that convicted 
sex offenders are using motels as "home base" for operations.  That said, it is logical that convicted sex 
offenders use hotels and motels for transient lodging just like the rest of the public does.
 
The applicable State Statute on proximity to schools is Section 53-177, reproduced in its entirety below.  
Basically, it's 150 feet from a school, with a "grandfather" clause.
 
Tom Casady
Chief of Police
Lincoln Police Department
575 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7237
mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

Section 53-177
Sale at retail; restrictions as to locality.

(1) No license shall be issued for the sale at retail of any alcoholic liquor within one hundred and fifty feet of any 
church, school, hospital, or home for aged or indigent persons or for veterans, their wives or children. This 
prohibition does not apply (a) to any location within such distance of one hundred and fifty feet for which a license 
to sell alcoholic liquor at retail has been granted by the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission for two years 
continuously prior to making of application for license and (b) to hotels offering restaurant service, to regularly 
organized clubs, or to restaurants, food shops, or other places where sale of alcoholic liquor is not the principal 
business carried on, if such place of business so exempted was established for such purposes prior to May 24, 1935.

(2) No alcoholic liquor, other than beer, shall be sold for consumption on the premises within three hundred feet 
from the campus of any college or university in the state, except that this section does not prohibit a nonpublic 
college or university from contracting with an individual or corporation holding a license to sell alcoholic liquor at 
retail for the purpose of selling alcoholic liquor at retail on the campus of such college or university at events 
sanctioned by such college or university but does prohibit the sale of alcoholic liquor at retail by such licensee on 
the campus of such nonpublic college or university at student activities or events.

From: Robin Eschliman [mailto:robine@neb.rr.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 2:32 PM
To: tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Fw: Proposed Holiday Inn

Maybe I should have asked about a different Holiday Inn Express.  There is one at 11th & 
Cornhusker, could you check that one? In regards to her question about alchohol, is the rule 300 
feet?



Robin Eschliman
 
 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Fix, Tenile 
To: Robin Eschliman 
Sent: Tuesday, May 29, 2007 10:53 AM
Subject: RE: Proposed Holiday Inn

Thanks for taking the time to do that, however I feel this is not a good comparison.  That Holiday 
Inn is located in a commercial district with no residential housing or school close.  The 
opportunity is slim.  If the elementary school was not being built at 27th and Tamrin, I would not 
have a problem with it but I feel this is just way to close to a school, especially and elementary 
one.  Our only reason is not just the predators but also the fact that the hotel will serve alcohol, 
the traffic, that it is a 24 hour facility (people going in and out at all times), and the acess to get to 
it.  Unlike most hotels the access will lead into a residential area where kids will be walking 
to/from school and playing.  If there was access off of 27th, the idea would be a little better. Could 
you check to see if there are any limitaions for alcohol being sereved so close to a school?  
 
Thanks
 
Tenile

From: Robin Eschliman [mailto:robine@neb.rr.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2007 3:46 PM
To: Fix, Tenile
Subject: Re: Proposed Holiday Inn

I have checked with the chief of police to see how many sexual predator incidents we have had 
at the other Holiday Inn Express.  His response is below.

Robin Eschliman
City Council
----------------------------
Yes,  0.  

Tom Casady
Chief of Police
Lincoln Police Department
575 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7237
mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov 

-----Original Message-----
From: Robin Eschliman [mailto:robine@neb.rr.com] 
Sent: Thursday, May 24, 2007 9:45 AM
To: tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Fw: Re: Proposed Holiday Inn Express

Tom, could you tell me how many complaints/investigations/arrests we have



had on sexual predators/sexual offenders staying at the Holiday Inn Express
at 84th & Hwy 2.

Robin Eschliman
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Fix, Tenile 
To: reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov 
Sent: Wednesday, May 23, 2007 10:22 AM
Subject: Proposed Holiday Inn

Dear Ms. Eschliman,

I am writing to you in regards to a proposed Holiday Inn Express near the intersection of S. 27th 
& Tamarin Ridge Road.  I was at a public meeting last night regarding the proposed hotel and 
wanted to write to you directly to express my opposition to any zoning changes allowing this 
hotel to be built on this particular lot.  My concern is the hotel's proximity to a proposed 
elementary school.  The hotel property would be less than 200' from the front of the school 
property.  I believe allowing this hotel to be built in this location is negligent of the safety 
measures being used by the Lincoln Public Schools for the construction of this new school.  
Chapter 9.16.250 of the Lincoln Municipal Code states, "It shall be unlawful for a sexual predator 
to reside within 500 feet of the real property comprising a school."  It also states that a 
"residence shall mean a place where the sexual predator abides, dwells, lives or sleeps, which 
may include more than one location and may be mobile or transitory."  This is a clear conflict of 
interests for the city to allow this hotel within the 500 feet "safety zone" as required by the 
Lincoln Municipal Code.  Unless the hotel were mandated to perform background checks on ALL 
guests 18 and older (not just the paying guest, but all accompanying guests within the hotel) 
before allowing a guest to stay in the hotel this would be a "safe haven" for a sexual predator to 
hide and prey on the young school children attending the school.  I was informed that this 
particular property is on the agenda for the City Council to review for zoning changes on June 6.  
Please advocate AGAINST changing the zoning of this property to allow for the Holiday Inn to be 
built.
I'm attaching two PDF's to this e-mail.  The first is the Lincoln Municipal Code 9.16.250 and the 
second is a map showing the referenced property.  The proposed site of the Holiday Inn is 
highlighted in yellow.  The proposed school is highlighted in green and the red highlighted area 
depicts a 500' safety zone around the school.
Thank you for your time and I would appreciate any response and support you could give me.

Sincerely,
Tenile Fix
(402)805-4428
 
This E-mail and any of its attachments may contain Time 
Warner
Cable proprietary information, which is privileged, 
confidential,
or subject to copyright belonging to Time Warner Cable. 
This E-mail
is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
to which
it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of 
this
E-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the 



contents
of and attachments to this E-mail is strictly prohibited 
and may be
unlawful. If you have received this E-mail in error, please 
notify
the sender immediately and permanently delete the original 
and any
copy of this E-mail and any printout.

This E-mail and any of its attachments may contain Time 
Warner
Cable proprietary information, which is privileged, 
confidential,
or subject to copyright belonging to Time Warner Cable. This 
E-mail
is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity 
to which
it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of 
this
E-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the 
contents
of and attachments to this E-mail is strictly prohibited and 
may be
unlawful. If you have received this E-mail in error, please 
notify
the sender immediately and permanently delete the original 
and any
copy of this E-mail and any printout.



Response to JSpatzRFI#1

Councilman Spatz,

We received the complaint regarding the property at 500 Sailside Drive.  While no specific health
violation was identified in the complaint, overgrowth of vegetation over a long period of time
can lead to problems with disease vectors such as insects.  Therefore, staff from Environmental
Public Health Division’s Waste Section referred the complaint to Weed Control and also did an
on-site inspection to determine whether there were any health code violations.  The primary
finding was standing water from the recent rains in the unfinished dwelling which can lead to
mosquito problems.   Staff from the Water Section will follow up to determine whether the
standing water supports mosquito breeding, and if so will notify the property owner of the
violation.

Nancy Clark, REHS
Environmental Health Supervisor
Environmental Public Health Division
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department 
441-8020
nclark@lincoln.ne.gov



JSpatzRFI#1 – Response from the Lancaster County Weed Control Authority 
 
As indicated by Mr. Wright this lot has a foundation that has set there for several years. 
We have inspected this lot as a result of complaints since 2003. 
   

Inspected   Notified   Owner Cut 
2007  21 May  22 May  
2006  18 July   18 July   15 August 
2005  9 June   10 June  27 June 
2005  9 September  13 September  18 October 
2004  8 June   9 June, 22 June 6 July 
2003  30 July   31 July   12 August 
 
Russ Shultz, Superintendent 
Lancaster County Weed Control Authority 
 



INTER-DEPARTMENT COMMUNICATION

Building & Safety Department

TO Annette McRoy

DEPARTMENT City Council

COPIES TO S. Champoux 
C. Zimmerman 
D. Stertz
L. Tolbert
R. Peo
M. Esposito
N. Flex-Tooze
B. Higgins

DATE May 3, 2007

FROM Mike Merwick

DEPARTMENT Building & Safety

SUBJECT RFI 178

Annette, Building & Safety reviewed the correspondence received from Steve Champoux about
543 Lamont.  For several years, we have had numerous meetings, have offered several solutions,
and are still at the same place we were when we started.  Building and Safety would be glad to
meet with you or any one else and discuss everything that has transpired, but we too want to find
a solution, so I will be brief.

Building and Safety did offer to extend the original building permit without impact fees and worked
for 6 months trying to get Steve Champoux to file a letter of map amendment to FEMA or to fill
in the foundation and build an above grade house.  After Building and Safety received no answer
from Steve Champoux or evidence of a map amendment, the building permit was expired on May
5, 2004.

Building and Safety does not dispute that Mark Manelli is very knowledgeable about flood plains,
and although we did meet with him and discuss this flood plain issue, no information was ever
transmitted to us that showed that 543 Lamont was out of the flood plain.  

The following documentation indicates that the property at 543 Lamont is in the Flood Plain:

A) The map that Building and Safety used to determine this is the official FEMA flood

plain map.  
B) 543 Lamont is in the flood plain with the map submitted to Building & Safety by Mr.

Champoux’s own surveyor, K&M Surveying.
C) The FEMA based elevation also shows that 543 Lamont is in the flood plain.

Building and Safety wants to resolve this issue, and the two options originally proposed to Mr.
Champoux in 2003 that could resolve this issue are: 

1) Steve Champoux files a letter of map amendment with FEMA requesting FEMA to
remove the property from the flood plain.  

2) Fill in the current foundation and build an above grade one or two story house with
the lowest finish floor at one foot above base flood elevations.  



These solutions were proposed to Mr. Champoux in 2003.  In May 2006, the City Law Department
dismissed a pending prosecution against Mr. Champoux, with the understanding he would contact
Building and Safety to commence appropriate procedures to complete construction.  The last date
Mr. Champoux met with this Department was May 19, 2006 and Building and Safety has not
received any information since that time that would resolve this issue.

Building codes in flood plains are about safety and security for the person who buys this property.
Building and Safety’s goal is to make sure that the future home owner at 543 Lamont has a safe
home to live in and that the City does not create a future liability.  

Building & Safety staff would be glad to meet with you, Mr. Champoux and his engineer to work
to resolve this issue.

Buildsaf/Mike Merwick/Lamont_434.wpd



Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

04/27/2007 08:45 AM

To Michael Merwick/Notes@Notes, Michaela A 
Hansen/Notes@Notes

cc Wilma E Mccamley/Notes@Notes, Kathleen M 
Chadwick/Notes@Notes, Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, 
Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, campjon@aol.com, 

bcc

Subject AMcRoyRFI#178

From:     Annette McRoy RFI#178

To:         Mike Merwick, Building & Safety Director
                Michaela Hansen, Public Works & Utilities/Impact Fee Administrator

Re:        Property at 543 Lamont

Attached, please find Request For Information #178 from Annette McRoy and letter from Steve 
Champoux.  Please answer the following questions and reply to Annette and Steve Champoux the final 
resolution plan for this issue.  See Attachments.              

If you will send copy of the response to the Council Office at CouncilPacket@lincoln.ne.gov, in a pdf 
format, I will distribute your response in the usual manner on the Directors' Agenda.  The Subject line 
need only read McRoyRFI#178.  Thank-you.

Tammy Grammer
City Council Office
441-6867      



FROM: Annette McRoy - RFI#178

DATE: April 27, 2007

TO: Mike Merwick - Building & Safety Director
Michaela Hansen - Public Works & Utilities/Impact Fee Administrator

RE:  Property at 543 Lamont

Please answer the following questions: - 
  

I had Steve Champoux write the attached letter outline the events that have occurred at 543
Lamont. Because of the unfinished nature of this property. I realize that there are two sides to
every story. I get calls on it frequently as it is an eyesore and it is time for this debate to end and
the house completed. 

If the house is not in the flood plain currently why have the permits not been issued to continue
the work?

If impact fees did not exist when the permits were first issued, and work was stopped at the
request of the city, why are we requiring him to pay them now I would prefer the impact fees be
waived as to me this should be grandfathered in.

Again why does he have to pay for building permits twice if they were issued before? If the
original permits have expired, why not just issue valid permits for the exact same project. 

Bottom line: A compromise is needed to get this house finished. The neighbors don’t care who is
right or wrong just that they are tired of looking at construction. Please reply to myself and Steve
the final resolution plan for this issue.

Thank you Annette McRoy







Jim Portis/Notes 

05/24/2007 03:49 PM

To jspatz@johnspatz.com

cc TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us

bcc

Subject Highlands South Park

Councilman Spatz,

     I received a copy of e-mail sent to the you from the Navratil

household at 430 W. Chanceler Drive in reference to the debris behind

their home.  The NW District of the Parks Department went into this area

last fall/winter and removed a large number of weed trees and other unwanted

plant material.  We were unable to remove all of the debris before the spring

thaw and following rains, and have been unable to finish the clean-up.  We 

do understand the neighbors situation in this matter, and have been in 

communication with several of these people as to what our situation is.  We do

plan to remove the debris some time this spring or early summer when we can

safely get equipment in and not cause any damage to the area.  

     If you would like to visit the site, I would be more than happy to meet with

you.  I can be reached at 416-1473 (city issued cell phone) most hours of the

day.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/25/2007 12:17 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Tom Safranek MD
Address:  2421 Ryons St.
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:    440 5729
Fax:      471 3601
Email:    tom.safranek@hhss.ne.gov

Comment or Question:
I'm hoping to start a campaign to keep the pedestrian/bicyclist bridge over 
Highway 27 open to the public during daytime hours this summer.  My 
recollection from my last bike trip a week ago is that a sign is posted that 
the bridge will be closed for about a month---something like June 17--July 
25---or thereabouts.

This means the bridge will be closed during the peak of summer pedestrian/bike 
traffic, with children and others trying to access both the bike trail and 
Star City Shores.  All of this traffic will be forced to negotiate crossing 
Highway 2.  This is a formula for a disaster.

Is there anything we can do to get this changed?  If the bridge needs work, 
can it be done in a way that keeps it open during this prime time:

Alternative:
1) work on the bridge after dark, or before/after pool opening hours.
2) work on the bridge in the Fall during daytime hours (eg 9 am- 3 pm) when 
traffic on the bridge is minimal and kids are back in school.

Let's help make this city safer. That's a fantastic trail and we need to keep 
it safe.

Tom

Thomas J. Safranek, M.D.
State Epidemiologist
Nebraska Health & Human Services
phone: (402) 471-0550
fax: (402) 471-3601







"jyorges@lcoc.com" 
<jyorges@lcoc.com> 

05/25/2007 03:33 PM

To "Ms. Tammy Grammer" <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject ITI Announces Expansion at Lincoln Facility

[IMAGE]

 

For Immediate Release

May 25th, 2007

 

 

ITI Announces Expansion at LincolnFacility

 

 

Lincoln, NE- Information Technology Inc., a computer software company, announced today they 
will expand their Lincolnfacility in order to accommodate future growth.

 

"This is great conclusion to what has been a major cooperative project," said Wendy Birdsall, 
President of the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development.  "We would like to thank ITI 
for their continued investment in Lincoln."

 

The Lincoln Chamber Economic Development Corporation will be providing assistance in the 
expansion from its Opportunities Fund.  The Opportunities Fund was established last year to 
assist in major job creation and capital investment projects.  The establishment of the fund was 
made possible by increased investment by both local businesses and the City of Lincolnover the 
previous three years.

 

"We place significant importance on our business retention and expansion program because of 
the importance of companies like Information Technology and their long term sustainability in 
the community," said Birdsall.

 

Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler, co-chair of the Lincoln Partnership said the expansion project will 



benefit all of Lincoln.

 

"I am extraordinarily pleased to see ITI, one our corporate citizens, continuing to grow and 
prosper in Lincoln. My administration is committed to making Lincolna place where existing 
businesses can expand and succeed and where new businesses can invest with confidence. We 
congratulate ITI on this very exciting news."

 

For more information please contact Kyle Fischer at 436-2355or kfischer@lcoc.com

JUDI YORGES
Communications Coordinator
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce
1135 M Street, Suite 300
P.O. Box 83006
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-3006
402-434-5340
402-436-2360 - fax
jyorges@LCOC.com

Protection and Privacy Notice:  This communication, along with any attachments, is covered 
by federal and state law governing electronic communications and may contain confidential and 
privileged information.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited.  If 
you have received this message in error, please reply immediately to the sender and delete this 
message.









campjon@aol.com 

05/30/2007 09:11 AM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Cc on Letter to Mary Strand, Planning Commissioner

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Dave Zeplin 
To: demery@lincoln.ne.gov; reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov; ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov; 
jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov; dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov; jcook@lincoln.ne.gov; jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Mon, 28 May 2007 11:47 am
Subject: Cc on Letter to Mary Strand, Planning Commissioner

Attached is a copy of a letter I sent to Mary Strand, Lancaster County Planning Commission, 
regarding the Commission meeting, May 23rd. 
Sincerely, 
Dave Zeplin
7800 Viburnum Drive
Lincoln, NE 68516
(402) 483-4721

Ready for the edge of your seat? Check out tonight's top picks on Yahoo! TV. 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.

 - PlanningCommission.doc



May 28, 2007 

Mary Strand, Planning Commissioner 
Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 

Dear Ms. Strand,  

I addressed the Planning Commission at last Wednesday’s (May 23) meeting.  It was regarding Change in Zone 
07025, From R-3 Residential to B-2 Planned Neighborhood Business, at approximately 78th and Pioneers Blvd.  
My residential lot abuts the lot in question.  When we bought our lot a year ago, we were told it was zoned 
residential, no plans to change, etc.  We were shown a map showing trees and walking trails through the lot in 
question, and led to believe that would be the case.  I found out about the “change in scope” just a few weeks 
ago.  

I find I must take exception to a remark you made prior to the Commission voting 8-0 to change the zoning.   
You made a statement to the effect that you have walked through the Preserve, you found it to be a very 
attractive development, similar to something one might find in Colorado, etc.  You then said you felt we just 
needed to trust that the developer would do the right thing. 

Trust the developer? 

1) The Planning Commission contacted me about the proposed change in zone, not the developer.  An 
employee of  Essex Corporation told me 2 weeks prior to my notification from the Commission that 
there were no plans in the works for a change in zone.     

2) The developer showed a picture of  the area in question during his rebuttal at the Commission 
meeting.  That picture he showed was taken from my yard.  Any and all landscaping present in that 
picture was placed there by me.  The developer did manage to mow down the 2 foot high weeds that 
were present just prior to taking his picture.  They have yet to deal with the 3 feet of  mud that has 
washed in. 

3) The homeowners will be the ones that ensure that sufficient landscaping buffers are present.  I haven’t 
been able to get the developer to commit to any landscaping.  I was recently able to get them to seed 
the berm behind my property. And that seeding occurred only 8 months after promised, yet 
coincidentally only 2 days before the Planning Commission vote. 

I find a statement such as “trust the developer” to be careless.  I don’t understand why people say it’s difficult 
to do business in Lincoln when we have Planning Commissioners who feel comfortable making such 
statements. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Zeplin 
7800 Viburnum Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68516 
(402) 483-4721 
 
Cc:  
Jon Carlson Eugene Carroll Gerry Krieser Roger Larson Dick Esseks  
Michael Cornelius Lynn Sunderman Tommy Taylor   
Doug Emery* Robin Eschliman* Jon Camp* Ken Svoboda* Dan Marvin* 
Jonathan Cook* John Spatz*    
    
*email copy  





AD D E N D U M 
T O 

 D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, JUNE 4, 2007     

I. MAYOR -

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of June 2
through June 8, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.  

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Reconstruction Of South 27th To Begin June 6th.

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Public Invited To Celebrate Peach Park Expansion. 

II. CITY CLERK - NONE 

III. CORRESPONDENCE

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - 

HEALTH 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 20TH Annual Lincoln & Lancaster County
Environmental Awards. 

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 

1. Memo from Karl Fredrickson to Dan Marvin - RE: Highway Allocation Bonds. 

C. MISCELLANEOUS - NONE

daadd060407/tjg



Date: June 1, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of June 2 through  8, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, June 2

Monday, June 4

Tuesday, June 5

Wednesday, June 6

Thursday, June 7

Friday, June 8

Celebrate Unity! - stop by between noon and 8 p.m., Sheldon Memorial Gallery garden 

City-County Common Meeting - 8:30 a.m., County-City Building, Room 113, 555 South 10th Street

Environmental Awards ceremony, remarks - noon, Champions Club, 907 Stadium Drive

NeighborWorks annual award luncheon, remarks - noon, Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” Street

People’s City Mission Centennial Champagne Reception - 5:30 p.m., Champions Club, 907 Stadium Drive

Commercial Broker Committee of Lincoln Realtors Association luncheon, remarks - 11:30 a.m.,
4010 North 27th Street

News conference on economic impact study - 2 p.m., Johnny Carson Theater, west side of the Lied Center
HUD recognition of Liberty Village, remarks and proclamation - 4 p.m., alleyway at 23rd and Vine streets
Mayor’s Arts Awards, remarks and award presentation - 5:30 p.m., Lied Center stage 

Dedication of 12th Street skywalk mural - 4 p.m., Energy Square Plaza, 12th and “Q” streets
Downtown Neighborhood Association meeting - 5:30 p.m., Lazlo’s, 710 “P” Street



MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

RECONSTRUCTION OF SOUTH 27TH TO BEGIN JUNE 6

Beginning Wednesday, June 6, work will begin on the reconstruction of South 27th Street from south of 
Porter Ridge to north of Yankee Hill Road.  That section of the street will close immediately after the 
morning rush hour and will remain closed until the project is finished in late fall or early winter.

Traffic will be re-routed to 14th Street.  The Porter Ridge intersection will remain open during 
construction, but lanes will need to be closed during part of the project for the installation of signals.  
Motorists are urged to drive with caution and allow extra time when traveling in the construction areas.

The project includes the widening of 27th Street to four lanes, the construction of raised medians and new 
turn lanes, the relocation of water mains and the addition of sidewalks, storm sewers, traffic signals and 
street lights.

For more information, contact the City Engineering Services Division at 441-7711 or see the City Web 
site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).  

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE  68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  May 31, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Charlie Wilcox, Engineering Services,  440-6067

- 30 -



PUBLIC INVITED TO CELEBRATE PEACH PARK EXPANSION

The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department invites the community to celebrate the expansion of Peach 
Park at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, June 7 at 1435 Peach Street.  City officials, representatives of the Lincoln 
Cares community donation program, and members of the Near South Neighborhood Association will sow 
grass seed to commemorate the park expansion project.
 
The City of Lincoln, Lincoln Cares and the Near South Neighborhood Association provided funding to 
acquire a lot next to the existing park for about $35,000.   Federal block grant funds were used to demolish 
a house that was damaged by fire two years ago, and the property has now been planted to grass for a play 
area.. 

The original Peach Park included two residential lots.  A few years ago, another lot was added. With this 
fourth lot, the park now totals seven-tenths of an acre.

“This is a neighborhood filled with young families, so this was a wonderful opportunity to expand the only 
park space in the area,” said Lynn Johnson, Director of the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department.  
“The fire-damaged house on the lot had a blighting influence on the neighborhood.  Removing that 
structure and converting it to park space is a great enhancement for this densely-populated neighborhood .”

“We in the Near South are very proud of our parks and excited by this opportunity to add to the green 
space within our neighborhood,” said Cathy Beecham of the Near South Neighborhood Association.  
“We’ve always had a great partnership with the Parks Department and are very grateful to the them, and to 
the Lincoln Cares Program, for their generosity in helping us expand and improve Peach Park.”
 

Lincoln Cares is a community donation program which allows customers of the Lincoln Electric System to 
voluntarily add one dollar to their bill payments each month for projects not included in the City budget.   
Lincoln Cares receives matching funds from TierOne Bank Foundation and World’s Foremost Bank 
(Cabela’s VISA Operation), which provide a 50-cent match for every dollar contributed, up to $30,000 
each.  Individual and corporate donations to Lincoln Cares since February 2003 is close to $600,000.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 1, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation Department, 441-8265

Susan Larson Rodenburg, Lincoln Cares, 421-1401

- 30 -



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 4, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Harry Heafer, 441-8035 or Gene Hanlon, 441-7043

20th ANNUAL LINCOLN & LANCASTER COUNTY 
ENVIRONMENTAL AWARDS 

The 20  annual Lincoln-Lancaster County Environmental Awards Luncheon will be held onth

Tuesday, June 5, at the Nebraska Champions Club.

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Environmental Awards honors those businesses, organizations

and individuals who have demonstrated environmental stewardship and dedication to sustaining and

improving air, land, and water quality while protecting public health. The ceremony is designed to bring

public attention to those who strive to protect and enhance the beauty and livability of our community.

The presentations are intended to inspire others to follow the models and examples set by these award

winners:

C Cleanup and Beautification B West A Neighborhood Association and the Lincoln Parks

Foundation

For over 20 years the West A Neighborhood Association has been conducting neighborhood

cleanups to help keep their neighborhood clean and family friendly.  They have planted over 700 trees

throughout the neighborhood and at nearby schools including Lakeview Elementary and Yankee Hill

School.  In addition, they helped purchase and install the Roper Elementary playground.

Lincoln Parks Foundation and the community celebrated the re-dedication of the newly

renovated historic Sunken Gardens in August 2005. The renovation project involved a $1.7 million fund-

raising effort to repair deteriorating infrastructure, enhance accessibility to individuals with mobility

20  Anniversary Environmental Awardsth

June 1, 2007
Page 1

limitations and expand seasonal interest in the gardens with additional plantings and public art.

C Environmental Education/Awareness B PRAIRIE HILL Learning Center



PRAIRIE HILL Learning Center founded in 1981, has long been focused on the goal of

promoting individual growth as well as caring for others and the Earth. A recently constructed Energy

Education Center was developed that demonstrates the use of natural energy resources in an educational

environment, preparing children to preserve their future. This building will allow the center to continue

its mission of connecting children with nature through education.

C Pollution Prevention B Lincoln Public Schools Transportation Department

The Lincoln Public Schools Transportation Department replaced the old mufflers and exhaust

systems on 101 school buses with new, diesel oxidation catalyst devices. These modifications to the

buses virtually eliminate soot and harmful exhaust gases.

C Residential and Commercial Development B Fallbrook/NEBCO Inc. development and

Lower Platte South Natural Resources District

Fallbrook, a NEBCO Inc. development, is a progressive neighborhood in northwest Lincoln that

emphasizes places to live, learn, work and play within walking distance of each other. Fallbrook utilizes

the active living by design concept and recaptures the best of the traditional neighborhood and recreates

it in a manner that fits into today’s lifestyle.

The Lower Platte South Natural Resource District office underwent a major remodeling and

7,200 square foot addition using green building materials and techniques.  The project is now a

showcase of how those materials and techniques can create a productive, attractive and healthy

workplace with minimal impact on the environment

C Waste Reduction and Recycling B Foodnet and Southeast Community College

Southeast Community College recycles a variety of material including office paper, newspaper,

magazines, cardboard, plastic food and beverage containers, tin cans, glass bottles, and aluminum cans.

20  Anniversary Environmental Awardsth

June 1, 2007 
Page 2

In 2006, Southeast Community College recycled 116,730 pounds of recyclable material.  This

represented a 41% increase over the previous year. 

Foodnet is a volunteer organization that collects wholesome food from area businesses and

distributes it to those less fortunate through 22 food distribution sites.  They distribute over two million

pounds of food annually.  An average of 1,000 families representing 4,000 people in need receive the

free food each week.



 C Water Conservation B Lincoln Composites and Pius X High School

Lincoln Composites replaced a water-cooled electric generator with an air-cooled unit and

developed systems to reuse water from several operations. These changes reduced the company’s 

water use by approximately two million gallons per year.

Pius X High School staff and students have renovated the 12-year old courtyard utilizing drought

tolerant plants, a water-wise landscaping plan, and updated irrigation management practices. These

changes have resulted in a positive effect on the local environment and the school’s aesthetics,

educational opportunities, and water bill.

This year’s ceremony will include opening comments by Bob Workman, Chair of the Lancaster

County Board of Commissioners, a keynote address by speaker Dennis Grams, past Director of Region 7

EPA and the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, and closing comments by Chris Beutler,

Mayor of Lincoln.  Past award winners will be saluted and community leaders will provide a celebratory

presentation of each winner.

-###-



M e m o r a n d u m

To: Dan Marvin, City Councilman

From: Karl A. Fredrickson, Director of Public Works &Utilities

Subject: Highway Allocation Bonds

Date: May 31, 2007

cc: City Council, Mayor Chris Beutler, Joe Hampton, Wendy Birdsall

I am in receipt of your e-mail letter dated May 14, 2007, regarding street designs and use of
highway allocation bonds.  First I appreciate your comments, your advocacy for Public Works and
Utilities, and your pursuit of funding necessary to carry out the City’s vision.  I have attached your
memo and made my comments in italics after your statements.

1. If we are not flush with road funds, then why be so quick to expand the standards on some of the
projects just because 27 million dollars in highway allocation (HAB) funds were issued?

Public Works & Utilities is not quick to expand the standards; in fact, standards we are using have
not changed.  Rather, it is how the street construction is phased-in over time that varies.  The City’s
Comprehensive Plan identifies the long-range roadway network and standards.  In some instances
we are not building four-lanes now as called for in the Comprehensive Plan, but instead we are
proposing to initially build two-lanes with turn-lanes.  Where investigation and analysis of
individual site conditions vary, we receive public and council input, we are using engineering
judgment to make design decisions to fit the conditions.  

I know that Roger is of the mind that the 27 million was an inadequate amount for the council to
raise last year. Leaving that issue aside, I think all would grant that 27 million did not give us
unlimited funding. For me, it was a question of managing the cash flow for PW, bonding what was
possible and maximizing the number of projects we could get off the ground (especially job-
producing projects).

Roger’s opinion, and mine, is not that the $27 million is inconsequential.  In fact, we are very
grateful for your efforts in securing this additional short-term funding.  We are all very frustrated
we haven’t found the long-term solution(s) that can be implemented for the needs of the City as were
identified over 7 years ago by the Infrastructure Financing Committee’s Report and subsequent
efforts.  We all look forward to working with Mayor Beutler and the City Council to find a set of
long-term solutions that benefit Lincoln.



Dan Marvin
Page 2
June 1, 2007

Consider these examples:
a. 98th Street from Highway 2 to Pine Lake
If we look at the expanded design standard and compare the pre-HAB standard to the post-HAB, one
need only look at 98th Street from Hwy 2 to Pine Lake Road. From the discussion at Public Works
on Wednesday and with those on the development end, we had a road design for that section, that
prior to the issue of HAB dollars was set at 900,000 dollars total cost, with 400,000 from the
developer and 500,000 of public funds.

Was this an ideal roadway design? No. However, apparently it was contemplated that, in a time of
tight road dollars, this was sufficient to get the project off the ground.  Post-HAB funds, this section
is now being designed to be a 2.8 million-dollar road project, with 2.4 million from the public and
400,000 dollars of developer contribution.

I believe the estimates you quote were compiled by the developers and not by Public Works/Utilities,
and when we were discussing this with the developer there was little or no engineering completed
on 98th Street.   I would suggest we meet with the developers so we all hear the same information
and what conditions are being used for the estimates before drawing firm conclusions.

Prior to the HAB, Public Works & Utilities and Planning were working diligently with the developer
to revise this annexation agreement (Ordinance 17927).  The concept was to pool the developer’s
dollars from various commitments and put them to where he could then build out his commercial
area and bring in tax revenue for the City.  This concept used private dollars to build a county
typical in roadway (98th) in the City, and in light of no public street dollars seem a reasonable
compromise.  Post HAB, it was prudent to use phased construction to give the most long-term
benefit to the public and the developer by building Phase II R.U.T.S section due to relocated
commercial development between 91st and 98th Street.  We further reduced the Phase II R.U.T.S.
cross section by not adding turn-lanes from 98th into the developer’s site due to the traffic
projections.

We are still phasing in the construction of the planned four-lane arterial by only building two lanes
on 98th.  Pine Lake from 84th to 87th was always indicated to be built to four-lane. Pine Lake from
91st to 98th is to be two-lane rather than four-lane, again phased construction.  Incorporation of a
roundabout at 98th and Pine Lake further reduces the project cost by eliminating left and right turn
lanes and traffic signals.   

b. 84th and Adams
When Annette and I went up and talked about this project we saw plans from EDC for Adams that
showed a cost of 3.4 million dollars. This broke down as 2 million dollars of directed impact fees
(dollars from the developers up front with a payback some years down the road) plus the remainder
in HAB funds. Now with HAB dollars in place we are seeing design work that adds up to nearly 7
million dollars and the breakdown is 2 million dollars of directed impact fees and potentially five
million dollars of HAB funds.  In both of these examples we see differing road standards and in
the meeting it was stated that the only difference was that HAB funds made it easier to increase the
scope of the project. 



Dan Marvin
Page 3
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I would like to add some additional information that I feel is important.  When the developer’s
engineer calculated their estimates the design was based on the original developer submittal for
Wal-Mart, which was subsequently vetoed by then Mayor Seng.  The original submittal had 300,000
sq. ft. of commercial space.  The development was to generate enough impact fees to construct all
of the Adams Street improvements as well as turn-lanes off of 84th Street.  Since that time, the
developer has added an additional 400,000 sq. ft. of commercial area above their original submittal
for a total of 600,000 sq. ft . In addition, the City approved the North Forty golf course on the
southwest corner to change zone from residential to commercial, adding an additional 140,000 sq.
ft. of commercial at this intersection.  This Department informed the Council of the needed
improvements due to these changes that significantly increased the scope and cost of the project.
The Traffic Impact Studies conducted by the developers indicate that the proposed improvements
to the intersection of 84th and Adams would be necessary in 2015, just 7 ½ years from now. When
this project was selected for HAB funds, I indicated the need to build the intersection to fit the new
conditions.  I took this position so that the City would not have to come back in a short time frame,
close the intersection, and rebuild it to add turn-lanes after the businesses open their doors to
customers.  I stated this in a meeting held on December 1, 2006, with the developer, Annette McRoy,
and yourself.  I also advised the Transportation and Public Works Subcommittee of the Lincoln
Chamber of Commerce of the projects selected and the scope of this one in particular.

 If you recall the intersections of 70th and Pioneer Boulevard, or 27th and Superior, the community
was not pleased that those intersections kept closing for reconstruction.  We heard loud and clear
the message; get in, get out, and stay out.  We continue to hear this even today (i.e. S. 27th between
Yankee Hill and Pine Lake Road including Williamson Auto, LifePointe). It is prudent that if
conditions change the City should react to the changes and design the solutions to the extent
practicable for its citizens.

c. 84th to 98th street on Yankee Hill.
While this was not an HAB funded project, it is yet another example of an expanded project cost.
In 2006, it was agreed to build that road at a cost of 2 million dollars of directed impact fees. Later
the developer was told that an additional lane of road needed to be added, increasing the cost by
700,000 dollars, and that cost is now going to be born by the community by tapping into un-pledged
impact fees in that zone.  In the first two examples we see a 300% to 500% increase in the cost to
the community to get these projects off the ground. In my opinion, these kinds of cost increases may
make sense, from an engineering point of view. However, we all agreed that we do not have an
endless supply of road dollars; so why are we expanding the scope of these projects beyond what
was acceptable just six or twelve months ago?

I believe you mean Yankee Hill from 70th to 84th Streets.  We should also remember that the
development, “Woodland Hills,” was in Tier 1B of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and beyond the
twelve year time frame for development.  The agreement was to build Yankee Hill in a R.U.T.S.
standard.  Meaning two through lanes with curb and gutter, and turn lanes at the intersections. In
2007, when the annexation finally made it to Council, the developer did not want to advance the City
the cost of the left turn-lanes.  We have some impact fees in this district that have not had projects
for them identified, and working with the developer, came to an agreement to use them for the left
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turn-lanes.  City Council approved this agreement (Ordinance 18908).  The cost of the left turn-
lanes or center turn lane is estimated to be $280,000, not $700,000.

If you will also recall the City Council and County Board approved the R.U.T.S. Agreement
(Resolution No. 83763), which outlined responsibilities and typical sections to be constructed.  In
this agreement, those roads that are in the City or imminent for annexation are to be built to the
Phase II section.  Phase II cross-section is two through lanes of curb and gutter with turn-lanes.
In our practical implementation of R.U.T.S., experience shows  us that tapering in and out is not
always cost effective or good for long-term improvements being made.  This is further complicated
when additional access points beyond the quarter and half mile access points are granted as is the
case in Yankee Hill Road.

2. Process. This is another issue that I believe is quite troubling. Where is the check on the Public Works
department? First, as I think as has been shown, the scope and cost of road projects expanded significantly
since the issuance of the HAB funds, who authorized this expansion of scope and cost?

The City, by action of Council and Mayor have installed the process.  Staff uses the City Charter,
City Ordinances, Comprehensive Plan, Capital Improvement Plan, in order to carry out the business
of the City.

The additional funding for the Yankee Hill turn lane was approved 7-0 by City Council on April 9,
2007. 

The timing of improvements and type of roadway cross section for 98th Street was defined in an
annexation agreement approved by City Council which Public Works and Utilities has agreed to be
reduced, not expanded.  

We carry out an extensive public involvement process to gather the citizens’ concerns and attempt
to solve, or mitigate impacts with the projects.  This requires design changes and cost ramifications.
Sometimes we say “no” we are not able to change a design and this unfortunately gives the
department the label of being arrogant, inflexible, and business unfriendly.

As we get more information and find we can eliminate right-of-way purchase, mitigate impacts to
front or back yards, or avoid LES power lines by designing curb and storm sewer rather than open
ditch, we strive to design what impacts our citizens as little as possible.

From the meeting it appears that in both cases the expansion of the design standard originated inside
public works and perhaps at the level below the Director of Public Works. I am troubled by the
degree we can expand our road design costs so rapidly without any input from elected officials.
Karl, I have been a friend of Public Works. I along with others developed the financing plan that has
help fund the Category Five build out of the Water and Sewer Departments.  I worked on the MIFC,
which came forward with the first Highway allocation-bonding plan, and while on the council I
came forward with this second level of financing for roads.  I have been an advocate for the RUTS
plan and even now I am working on finding ways to get additional County dollars so that the City
does not have to annex gravel as it expands. But I am very concerned about these developments and
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the direction that we are going. We are either flush with dollars to do all we want to do, or we face
a challenging road budget and we need to conserve our dollars to do as many job producing priority
projects as possible.  

Below are my estimates of what I believe are the cost increases in the CIP for HAB funded projects.
Many of these increases were obtained either from your department or outside interested parties. I
hope we can work towards a compromise. Both of the candidates for mayor identified road funding
as a critical issue and these spending increases need to be addressed.
Sincerely
Daniel K Marvin
At Large City Council Member
Cc: Mayor’s Office
City Council Office

Project No. 901769 - Pine Lake Road from 84th to
98th Streets
4,721,000 4,921,000 200,000   
Project No. 902173 - 98th St., Hwy 2 to Pine Lake Rd.
500,000 2,380,000 1,880,000  
Project No. 901906 - West Adams, NW 56th to NW 48th Sts.
700,000 3,500,000 2,800,000  
Project No. 901905 - Adams St., 75th to 84th Sts.

Dan, I am troubled that when a generic per-mile cost estimate is done on several miles of roadway
when given very little time, with no scoping or design work started, that there is no recognition of
the caveats and assumptions we note at the bottom of our estimates.  I am also troubled that there
is no appreciation for the attention we give to the public’s input and its effect on costs.  Scope
decisions, outlined in ordinances, need to be taken into account and voted on by elected officials.

I hope I have provided adequate explanation as to decisions reached by this Department and look
forward to continuing our positive relationship.

F:\FILES\INTERLNC\City\COUNCIL\AGENDA\2007\060407\daadd060407\Marvin_Highway Allocation Bonds_May 31, 2007.wpd
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