
IN LIEU OF THE 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 2, 2007

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler News Conference on Evaluation of Time Warner

Cable. Thursday, June 21, 2007, 10:00 a.m.,County-City Building, 555 S. 10th, in the
Mayor’s Conference Room. 

*2. NEWS ADVISORY. Correction on Time on Mayor Beutler’s New Conference on Time
Warner Cable.  Thursday, June 21, 2007, 10:30 a.m., 555 S. 10th, Mayor’s Conference
Room. 

*3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Guided Bus Tour of Antelope Valley Project’s
Developments. Friday, June 22, 2007 Meeting at 555 S. 10th, Room 113. 

*4. NEWS ADVISORY. Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s DHS-FEMA Training Exercise.
Saturday, June 23, 2007, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at the National Guard Training Site,
Three Miles South, Two Miles East of Mead, NE.

*5. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Proposes Negotiation with Time Warner.  
*6. Letter from Jerry and Shelli Dawdy. Complaints Regarding Time Warner Cable. 
*7. Email from Larry D. Maresh. Time Warner Cable Service Complaints.
*8. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Holmes Lake Watershed Meeting.
*9. NEWS RELEASE. West Denton Road to Close Thursday, June 21, 2007. 

        *10. NEWS RELEASE. City, DLA and UNL Working to Control Rose Disease. 
*11. Washington Report, June 15, 2007.
Received Week of July 2, 2007
    1. Reply to Tracey Hillman from Lin Quenzer, City Ombudsman Regarding Proposed

Changes with StarTran.
    2.  NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and the Downtown Lincoln Association News

Conference, Tuesday, June 26, 2007 at 2:00 pm at the County-City Building in the
Mayor’s Conference Room. Announcing New Retail Retention and Recruitment
Strategies. 

    3. Downtown Lincoln Association Releases Retail Retention and Recruitment Strategy.
    4. NEWS RELEASE. Senate Committee Approves Wastewater Funds for Lincoln.
    5. NEWS RELEASE. City offers New Pre-Paid Option for Downtown Parking.
    6. NEWS RELEASE. Deadline Extended for Block Party Permits. 
    7. Time Warner Cable and Cable Board Questions.  
    8. Washington Report, June 22, 2007. 

    
II. DIRECTORS

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
    1. June Sales Tax Reports Reflecting April Activity:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In);
c) Sales Tax Refunds; and 
d) Net Sales Tax Collections.

FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
    1. Monthly City Cash Report and Pledged Collateral Statement for May 2007.  
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT
    1. NEWS RELEASE. Hot Weather Alert.
    2. NEWS RELEASE. West Nile Virus Found in Mosquitoes in Lancaster County.  
    3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Fireworks Injure 4,000 Kids Each Year. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
  *1. Prairie Village North Addition, Final Plat #07014. Generally Located at North 84th

Street and Adams Street. 
Received Week of July 2, 2007
    1. Meeting Cancellation. Board of Zoning Appeals Cancelled for June, 2007.
    2. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission. Agenda for June 28, 2007.
    3. Letter to Mike Johnson, Olsson Associates - RE: Wilderness Ridge 15th Addition, Final

Plat #07034 - Generally located at Hollow Tree Drive and Rokeby Road.
    4. Letter from Tom Cajka to John Egger, HWS - RE: Arnold Heights North Final Plat

#07036 - Generally located at NW 48th Street and W. Cuming Street.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
    1. Response to Steve Anderson from Jerry Shorney, Assistant Director Parks Operations.

Report on Restroom Conditions at Lewis Ballfields. 
    2. Response to Harley Pfeiffer from Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Department

Director. Mowing in the Northern Portion of Larsen Park. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
    1. Special Permit No. 07017. Expansion of Nonconforming Use, 48th and Dudley Streets.

Resolution No. PC-01060.
    2. Special Permit No. 07016. On-and-Off Premise Alcohol Sales, 500 Westgate Boulevard.

Resolution No. PC-01058. 
    3. Special Permit No. 07020. Expansion of Nonstandard Single-Family Dwelling: 3539 So.

40th Street. Resolution No. PC-01061. 
    4. Special Permit No. 07018. Outdoor Seasonal Sales, Temporary Fireworks Stands, So.

21st and “K” Streets. Resolution No. PC-01059.    

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
    1. Response to Danny Walker from Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer. Railroad

Cleanup of Derailment in Area of 1st and J Streets.
    2. Letter from Danny Walker, South Salt Creek Community Organization. Railroad

Derailment in Area of 1st and J Streets, with Eight Photos of Concern.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
    1. Memo to Mayor Beutler, Dave Landis and Roger Figard from Clinton Thomas, Housing

Rehab and Real Estate. Parking Lot at 27th and Randolph. 
  

WEEDS DEPARTMENT
   1. Combined Weed Program, City of Lincoln. May 2007 Monthly Report. 

III. CITY CLERK 
*1. Item No. 32 on Council Agenda for 06/25/08. Bill No. 07-91.
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IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
*1. Questions from Roger Wilkening Regarding Stormwater Management with Reply from

Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities Director.
*2. Email from Janet Coleman. Concerns with Possible Bus Route Changes.
*3. Email from Mike Reinmiller. Concerns with Proposal of Changes in Bus Routes.
*4. Email to City Council from Jon Camp. Concerns of Neighbors Near 80th and Pioneers

Boulevard Rezoning. 
a) Letter Regarding Change of Zone No. 07025; So. 80th Street & Pioneers Boulevard;
b) Letter from Nebraska Nurseries, Inc. Change of Zone No. 07025.

*5. Email correspondence from Mike Reinmiller on StarTran.
Received Week of July 2, 2007
  1. Response to Mark Hesser Regarding Upcoming City Budget. 

DOUG EMERY 
*1. Request to Karl Fredrickson, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Stop Signs -

Eastridge Elementary School (Emery RFI#1 - 05/21/07)

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
              1. Request to Steve Hubka, Budget Officer - RE: Carryover CIP funds (Eschliman RFI#8 -

06/28/07)

 V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Andy Ringsmuth. Improvement of Railroad Crossing on South Street. 
*2. Letter to City Council Members Regarding City Mowing from Harley Pfeiffer. (Letters

Delivered to Council Members on 06/15/07)
*3. Email from Stanley Oswald with Concern over Man Disturbing the Peace Every

Saturday Night at 12th and P Streets. 
*4. Letter from Everett and Virginia Owens. Against Paving North 36th Street, Vine to West

Street.   
*5. Media Release. Community Health Endowment (CHE) Announces Annual Awards. 
*6. Email from Beth Whitaker, Representing Jake Whitaker. Paving on No. 36th Street

Between Vine and W. 
*7. Email from Tracey Hillman. Comments and Questions on StarTran Busses. 
*8. Letter from Timothy Deuel. Possible Safety Hazard at 48th and Normal Boulevard. 
*9. Email from Steve Anderson. Park Restroom Cleanliness at Lewis Fields.   
Received Week of July 2, 2007
  1. Email from Pat Kinney Regarding “No Open Flame Grills” Law. 
  2. Email from Maxim Mashkarin Regarding Prohibiting Grills Within Ten Feet of

Combustible Construction. 
  3. Email from Tony Miller Regarding Use and Location of Grills.  

              4 Email from Clark Youngman - RE: The restrictions on the use of propane grills in
multi-family dwellings in the Lincoln area. 

* Held over from June 25, 2007
W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da070207.wpd/mmm



Mayor@ci.lincoln.ne.us 
Sent by: 
LQuenzer@ci.lincoln.ne.us

06/21/2007 04:52 PM

To Tracey Hillman <tracey.hillman@vr.ne.gov>

cc council@lincoln.ne.gov, jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov, 
mayor@lincoln.ne.gov, reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: StarTran

Dear Tracey:

Thanks for contacting Mayor Beutler about the proposed changes at StarTran.
I appreciate the time you have taken to outline your points so thoroughly.
I am forwarding your concerns on to the mayoral aide, Trish Owen, who works
with these issues so that she can assist you.

Sincerely,

Lin Quenzer
Ombudsman, City of Lincoln
Office of the Mayor
555 South 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE  68508
(402) 441-7511
lquenzer@lincoln.ne.gov

Tracey Hillman
<tracey.hillman@v
r.ne.gov>                                                  To

mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
06/21/2007 09:48                                           cc
AM                        council@lincoln.ne.gov,

jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov,
reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov

Subject
StarTran

I wanted to be at Saturday’s meeting, but had another commitment and didn’t
see the flyer until Friday. I feel that the meeting wasn’t promoted
aggressively enough.

My husband and I have been riding the bus 33 and 43 years, respectively, to
and from work. We have always lived on the route or within 3 blocks of a
bus stop (coincidentally). The service has usually improved steadily during
those years. We see the proposed plan as going backwards, not forwards.

After reading the newspaper article, we have several questions which no one
seems to have answered.



1. What is so wrong with the current routes that they cannot simply be
fixed with a few changes? (Drivers could tell you how.) A few outlying
overlaps could be re-routed.

2. Exactly what was done to determine the numbers? I am told that a
ridership study was done during the summer when school is out, thereby
missing most of the students. How many routes; at what times; for how long?
We ride twice daily at peak times and do not take summer vacations. We do
not remember seeing anyone riding the bus to record ridership volume. We
were never given a questionnaire regarding where and when we ride.

3. Why pay so much for outside consultants? Why not use the drivers’ input?
They are the real experts. Lincoln is more a college town than a large
metropolis.

4. How can anyone know that ridership will improve with the proposed plan?
In my experience, whenever my route changed, ridership dropped and never
really recovered.

I don’t believe enough has been done through the years to promote bus
riding as a viable alternative to driving. One fellow rider told me
recently that he lived in Lincoln a long time not knowing we have bus
service until he happened to see a bus go by a short distance from his
home. He has been riding ever since. Several coworkers have begun riding
the bus because I explained the system. Otherwise they hadn't considered it
as an option.

Vocational Rehabilitation and other public service organizations provide
bus rider training to people who are disabled and people with low incomes.
Many of these offices have located on bus routes to be accessible to these
people. Will both groups be forced to move closer to downtown to take
advantage of public transportation? Are we in danger of creating
ghetto-like areas in greater downtown?

It is very convenient to have all buses follow the same downtown circuit.
This allows people to transfer between buses more easily. One can now catch
a bus to almost anywhere from several locations downtown. As it is now, one
can go to and from almost anywhere in Lincoln with one transfer. With the
proposed plan, it looks like multiple transfers will be needed to get to
many places. I am not alone in my concern that this flexibility would be
lost with the proposed plan. On behalf of all the riders who get on and off
at the Capitol, the State Office Building, and the library, I hope the
downtown circuit for all buses will continue to include that part of 14th
Street.

I know of several riders who drive in from out of town and park their cars
at a mall, or church, or along a side street in the southeast part of town
to ride the bus the remainder of the way to work. It seems that option
would be less convenient with the proposed plan.

I can’t imagine that the proposed plan is the best way to remedy the
funding problem. New shelters would need to be built; curb cuts would be
needed; current metered parking would be lost to create additional bus
stops; regular riders would be lost with no guarantee that new riders would
replace them….

Thank you.

Tracey Hillman



1221 Coachman's Drive
Lincoln  NE  68510-4433

"If the freedom of speech is taken away then dumb and silent we may be led,
like sheep to the slaughter." --George Washington

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of theoriginal message.



Mayor Chris Beutler will join the Downtown Lincoln Association in announcing a new retail
retention and recruitment strategy at a news conference at 2 p.m., Tuesday, June 26 in the
Mayor’s Conference Room at the County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: June 25, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER







SENATE COMMITTEE APPROVES WASTEWATER FUNDS FOR LINCOLN

Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler announced today that the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations has 
approved $600,000 in federal funds to improve Lincoln’s wastewater treatment plants.  The funding was 
requested by Nebraska’s Senator Ben Nelson.

“I want to thank Senator Nelson for his leadership in obtaining these important funds,” said Mayor Beutler.  
“The projects being funded will improve the quality of life for residents and allow us to plan for future 
growth.”

The federal funds will match local funds to modernize equipment to deal with odor control at the Theresa 
Street Plant and to improve the removal of grit at the Northeast Treatment Plant.   The cost of the Theresa 
Street project is about $690,000, and the cost of the Northeast project is about $3.4 million.

Other major work at the City’s two treatment plants is under way or planned.  The City is spending about $45 
million on projects to meet new, stricter discharge standards issued by federal and state regulators in January 
2004 and increase the City’s treatment capacity to keep up with the City’s growth.  These capital projects are 
being funded  by ratepayers and federal appropriations.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 27, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Steve Masters, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7588





DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR BLOCK PARTY PERMITS

Due to the increased demand, the City Public Works and Utilities Department is extending the deadline for 
residents to obtain block party permits for the 4th of July holiday.  Residents who would like to close streets 
for 4th of July block parties now have until 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 27 to get the permits.  The permits are 
available for $45 at the Public Works Engineering Services Division, 531 Westgate Boulevard.  The office 
opens at 8 a..m., and the phone number to call for information is 441-7711.

Once permits are received, the residents are required to place barricades, provided by the City, to officially 
close a residential street.  

“Some people were not granted permits because the initial deadline had passed, so we encourage those 
residents to apply again before the new deadline,” said Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities Director.  
“Our department decided to extend the deadline for these popular permits in an effort to support neighborhood 
activities, such as holiday block parties.”

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE  68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 25, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Scott Opfer or Greg Topil, Traffic Operations, 441-7711

- 30 -



CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us 

06/26/2007 08:18 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov, aiz@ctwsoft.com, 
CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us, 
DawnMorris@friedmanlaw.com, 

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: twc & cable board questions

----- Forwarded by Connie J Guilliaume/Notes on 06/26/2007 08:16 AM -----

stuartlong@inebra
ska.com

To
06/25/2007 06:47          cic@lincoln.ne.gov
PM                                                         cc

Subject
twc & cable board questions

Connie, Would you send this email on to all the City Council members with a
copy back to the board's email list as well? Thank you. Stuart

How many of the Cable Board's questions did TWC answer?

The board submitted 61 numbered questions, some of which had multiple
parts.

TWC did not completely answer 30 of them, or nearly half. In some cases
they gave a reason (we don't want to talk about Milwaukee and Kansas City
or that's proprietary business information). Sometimes they said "no" or
"unknown." Sometimes they'd answer part of the question and overlook other
parts.

But what they did provide us was useful and included in our deliberations.
TWC representatives attended all of the Cable Board's meetings except the
one May 24 (which they chose not to attend because of a scheduling
conflict). TWC reps answered many questions put to them verbally by board
members during those meetings, and also ducked a few.

For anyone at TWC to claim the company answered 97% of our written
questions defies even the most casual reading of the Q&A, which has been
included as part of the board's performance evaluation.

Thank you for the opportunity to explain the board's report.

Stuart Long, vice chair, Cable Advisory Board



 

ENERGY 
Energy efficiency measures moving in both 
chambers.  Both the Senate (on the floor) and 
House (in committee) considered 
comprehensive energy efficiency packages 
this week, with differing results.  The 
legislation is a response to the 2005 Energy 
Policy Act, which Democrats have 
complained relied too heavily on incentives 
for oil and gas production and less on 
renewable sources. 
 
The House Energy and Commerce 
Committee held a marathon markup session 
this week in which several “committee prints” 
were considered and passed individually, with 
the intent of combining them for future floor 
action.  Among the areas covered were: 
appliance and lighting efficiency; residential, 
commercial, and federal building efficiency; 
modernization of the electricity grid; 
promoting renewable fuel infrastructure, and 
promoting advanced battery and plug-in 
hybrid technologies. 
 
Not included in the legislation at this point is 
a proposal (HR 2447) by Rep. Al Wynn (D-
MD) that would create an energy and 
environment block grant for the creation and 
implementation of energy efficiency 
programs on the state and local levels. 
 
Meanwhile, the House Ways and Means 
Committee also considered a package of 
energy tax credits this week, and the measure 
included some significant items of interest for 
local governments: 
 
• A new category of tax credit bonds of up 

to $3.6 billion for “green” community 
programs and initiatives designed to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
• A new category of tax credit bonds of up 

to $2.4 billion to provide States with 

funds to implement long-term programs 
that will provide consumers with low-
interest loans and grants for energy-
efficient property and efficiency 
improvements to existing homes. 

 
• $2 billion in new clean renewable energy 

bonds (CREB) for public power 
providers and electric cooperatives.  
Qualifying projects include facilities that 
generate electricity from: wind; closed-
loop and open-loop biomass; geothermal; 
small irrigation hydropower; landfill gas; 
and trash combustion facilities. 

 
The bill also extends tax credits for: 
renewable energy production; solar energy 
and fuel cell investment, and the purchase of 
plug-in hybrid vehicles.  It also allows 
employers to provide fringe benefits to 
employees who commute by bicycle. 
 
In addition, the Senate completed action this 
week on comprehensive energy efficiency 
legislation (HR 6), but only after dropping 
two provisions that were high priorities of the 
Democratic sponsors.  The measure includes 
many of the energy efficiency measures 
included in the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee bill mentioned above, as well as 
the creation of an Energy and Environment 
Block Grant program. 
 
After two full weeks of debate, Senators were 
unable to come to an agreement on the 
creation of a renewable portfolio standard 
(RPS) for utilities.  Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee Chairman Jeff 
Bingaman (D-NM) proposed that utilities 
produce at least 15 percent of their electricity 
from renewable sources by 2020, but Senator 
Pete Domenici (R-NM) and others objected to 
the mandate and prevented it from coming up 
for a vote. 
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In addition, concerns about the tax portion 
of the bill forced sponsors to shelve those 
provisions as well.  The $32 billion 
package included many of the provisions 
of the House Ways and Means plan 
mentioned above, but a number of Senators 
balked at the revenue-raising offsets that 
increased burdens on the oil and gas 
industry.  Both the RPS amendment and 
tax package were unable to muster the 60 
votes required to cut off debate on them, 
and neither came up for a vote. 
 
The future of all of these energy measures 
is unclear.  The House is likely to pass its 
version of a comprehensive bill in the next 
few weeks, and while it has similar goals 
to the Senate bill, there are differences to 
be worked out – including the inclusion of 
a tax package.  Even if a House-Senate 
conference committee is able to reconcile 
the bills, the final product could still face a 
Presidential veto. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
House T&I Committee approves energy 
measure.  On Wednesday, the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee passed legislation (HR 2701) to 
authorize nearly $2 billion for initiatives to 
cut energy consumption and greenhouse 
gas emissions in the transportation sector. 
 
The Transportation Energy Security and 
Climate Change Mitigation Act of 2007 
would promote energy efficient 
transportation and public buildings, create 
incentives for the use of alternative fuel 
vehicles and renewable energy, and 
promote water resource and natural 
disaster preparedness planning.  Some 
particular provisions of interest in the bill 
would: 
 
• Increase the federal share for the 

purchase of alternative fuels from the 
current level of 90 percent to 100 
percent in fiscal years 2008 and 2009; 

 
• Authorize $750 million in FY 2008 

and FY 2008 for public transit 
agencies that lower their fares and/or 
expand their service; 

 
• Increase the federal share for 

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality 
(CMAQ) program grants to 100 
percent; 
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• Require that any federally-mandated 
rescissions of unobligated balances 
of state highway funds be 
distributed equally among all 
federal-aid highway programs; 

 
• Allow commuter rail properties to 

take right-of-way disputes to the 
federal Surface Transportation 
Board for mediation but would 
make any board decision 
nonbinding; 

 
• Authorize $50 million annually 

from FY 2008 through FY 2011 for 
a new “green locomotive” grant 
program for railroad carriers and 
state and local governments to buy 
or recondition locomotives to 
exceed federal emission standards; 

 
• Create a capital grant program for 

short-line and regional railroads 
authorizing $250 million annually 
from FY 2008 through FY 2011 to 
improve railroad track to handle 
286,000-pound railroad cars, and 

 
• Establish an environmental 

mitigation pilot program for 
airports. 

 
The bill now heads for the House floor 
for vote.  A Senate companion bill has 
not yet been introduced. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Senate panel clears EPA spending 
measure.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved legislation (S 
1644) this week to fund the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
in FY 2008.  In the meantime, in the 
wake of an agreement between House 
Democratic and Republican leaders to 
include earmarks in appropriations bills 
before they reach the House floor, the 
House Appropriations Committee 
revisited its version of the bill (HR 
2643) and added $119 million in 
earmarks for historic preservation, water 
and sewer, forestry, wildlife and public 
land management and environmental 
research projects. 
 
As cleared by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, S 1644 would not fund 
programs of interest to local 
governments as generously its House 

counterpart.  Overall, it would provide 
$3.18 billion for State and Tribal 
Assistance Grants, $32 million less than 
FY 2007 and $212 million less than the 
House bill but $455 million more than 
the Administration requested. 
 
The biggest difference between the 
Senate and House bills comes with the 
Clean Water State Revolving Loan 
Fund.  The Senate bill would fund it at 
$887 million, $213 million less than 
both the House and the FY 2007 level 
but $199 million more than proposed by 
the President. 
 
With the Senate set to spend the bulk of 
next week debating immigration 
legislation (S 1639), it is unlikely the full 
Senate will consider the bill until after 
the July 4 recess.  The full House is 
scheduled to consider its version of the 
bill next week. 
 
ARTS & RECREATION 
Senate panel approves FY 2008 parks 
and arts spending.  The Senate 
Appropriations Committee approved 
legislation (S 1644) this week to fund 
the Interior Department and a host of 
related agencies in FY 2008.  The House 
Appropriations Committee approved its 
version of the bill earlier this month and 
has since revisited the bill to add 
earmarks to the bill before it reaches the 
House floor next week. 
 
As cleared by Senate appropriators, the 
bill would provide $2.52 billion for the 
National Park Service, $172 million 
more than in FY 2007, $98 million more 
than the Administration requested but 
$52 million less than the House bill.  
The funding for the National Park 
Service includes $75 million for the 
Historic Preservation Fund, $3 million 
more than FY 2007, $11 million more 
than the President proposed but $27 
million less than the House bill. 
 
The Senate bill’s funding for state grants 
under the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund is not available at this time.  The 
House bill would provide $50 million for 
those grants, which received $30 million 
in FY 2007 and which the President’s 
budget would eliminate.  (The FY 2008 
Funding Chart is now available at 
www.capitaledge.com/funding.pdf. 



 

It includes House and Senate funding 
levels for most programs of interest to 
local governments and we will update it as 
the House and Senate pass FY 2008 
appropriations bills.) 
 
The bill would increase funding for both 
the National Endowment for the Arts and 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities by $5 million each from the 
FY 2007 level, bringing their funding to 
$133 million and $146 million 
respectively.  The House bill would fund 
each agency at $160 million. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
NV) says that the Senate will spend most 
of next week debating immigration 
legislation (S 1639), which means that this 
and other FY 2008 spending bills will have 
to wait until after the July 4 recess to reach 
the Senate floor. 
 
JOB TRAINING 
Senate appropriators approve FY 2008 
Labor spending measure.  The Senate 
Appropriations Committee approved the 
FY 2008 Department of Labor 
Appropriations bill yesterday; two weeks 
after a House Appropriations Committee 
subcommittee approved its version of the 
bill. 
 
As cleared by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, the bill would provide level 
funding or small increases to most 
programs of interest to local governments.  
As in the House bill, the Job Corps 
programs fares the best, with a funding 
increase of $82 million from the FY 2007 
level to $1.660 billion, $138 million more 
than the President requested and $9 million 
more than the House bill.  Other job 
training programs would not fare as well.  
The bill would provide $864 million for 
Adult Job Training, the same as last year 
and as the House but $152 million more 
than the President requested.  Youth Job 
Training would receive $941 million in the 
Senate bill, also the same as last year and 
as the House but $100 million more than 
the Administration proposed. 
 
Other highlights of the bill include $52 
million for Youthbuild, $2.5 million more 
than FY 2007, $2 million more than the 
Administration and $8 million less than the 
House bill and $75 million for Ex-
Offender Reintegration Programs, $6 
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million more than FY 2007, $35 million 
more than the Administration and $6 
million more than the House bill. 
 
The bill now heads to the Senate floor, 
but the Senate will probably not consider 
it until after the July 4 recess.  The 
House Appropriations Committee is 
scheduled to consider its version of the 
bill next week. 
 
HUMAN SERVICES 
Senate FY 2008 HHS spending bill 
would increase funding for most local 
programs.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved a FY 2008 
spending bill for the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) this 
week.  Like its House counterpart, it 
would increase funding for most 
programs of interest to local 
governments.  Both the House and 
Senate bills contrast starkly with the 
Administration’s budget proposal, which 
would reduce funding for or even 
eliminate many of those same programs. 
 
Highlights of the Senate bill (with 
comparisons to FY 2007, the House and 
the Administration’s budget proposal in 
parentheses) include: 
 
• Community Health Centers: $2.238 

billion (+$250 million, +$50 
million, +$250 million) 

 
• Ryan White AIDS Programs: 

$2.171 billion (+$33 million, -$66 
million, +$13 million) 

 
• Substance Abuse Treatment: $2.184 

billion (+$27 million, -$9 million, 
+$73 million) 

 
• Substance Abuse Prevention: $197 

million (+$4 million, +$4 million, 
+$41 million) 

 
• LIHEAP: $2.161 billion (same, -

$501 million, +$379 million) 
 
• Refugee & Entrant Assistance: $654 

million (+$66 million, +$3 million, -
$1 million) 

 
• Child Care & Development Block 

Grant: $2.062 billion (same, -$75 
million, same) 

 

• Head Start: $7.089 billion (+$200 
million, +$124 million, +$299 
million) 

 
• Community Services Block Grant: 

$670 million (+$40 million, +$10 
million, +$670 million). 

 
The Senate will probably not consider 
the bill until after the July 4 recess.  The 
House Appropriations Committee is 
scheduled to consider its version of the 
bill, which has cleared subcommittee, 
next week. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Legislation to allow for collective 
bargaining is approved by House 
committee.  The House Education and 
Labor Committee approved legislation 
(HR 980) this week that would allow 
state and local public safety employees 
to gain basic collective bargaining rights 
for hours, wages, or working conditions. 
 
The bill was approved 42-1, with 
freshman Rep. Tim Walberg (R-MI) 
representing the only vote against the 
measure.  However, several Republicans 
on the committee argued during the 
markup that the bill would intrude upon 
an area traditionally left to state and 
local governments.  Rep. Buck McKeon 
(R-CA), the senior Republican on the 
committee, expressed concern about 
“federalism, states’ rights, and the 
imposition of unfunded mandates on 
states” but voted for the bill in the end. 
 
The bill defines a public safety officer as 
a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or 
emergency medical services personnel.  
The measure also would not override 
state laws that may provide broader 
collective bargaining rights. 
 
The next step for the legislation is the 
House floor, and given its 271 bipartisan 
cosponsors, easy passage is expected.  
No companion legislation has been 
introduced in the Senate, where the bill 
is expected to have a more difficult time. 
 
  
  
 
  
  
  



 

IMMIGRATION 
Senate to try again on immigration bill.  
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
NV) announced this week that the Senate 
would again consider comprehensive 
immigration legislation (S 1639) next 
week, as sponsors attempt to refine a 
fragile compromise that could not 
withstand two weeks of floor debate earlier 
this month. 
 
Amendments from both Democrats and 
Republicans threatened the compromise 
during the last debate, and a bipartisan 
group of about a dozen Senators are trying 
to address concerns of the sponsors of such 
“poison pill” amendments.  Many of those 
amendments would alter the proposed 
“guest worker” program” and the treatment 
of the 12 million illegal immigrants 
currently in the country. 
 
Observers see about a 50-50 chance that 
the Senate will approve the measure next 
week, and Reid will keep the bill on a short 
leash.  He is facing a very busy legislative 
calendar and does not want to spend 
additional time on legislation that he 
believes Republicans have no intention of 
allowing a final vote on. 
 
Meanwhile, House leaders appear for the 
moment to be content to wait for the 
Senate situation to play out, and may not 
have a bill to be ready for consideration 
until September. 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Local government organizations seek stay 
on FCC ruling on franchising.  A coalition 
of local government organizations this 
week filed a motion in federal appeals 
court  to prevent  the Federal 
Communications Commission from 
implementing rules released earlier this 
year that severely curtails local authority 
over the process of franchising video 
service providers. 
 
The Motion to Stay was filed in the Sixth 
Court of Appeals and was backed by the 
National League of Cities, National 
Association of Counties, U.S. Conference 
of Mayors, and National Association of 
Telecommunications Officers and 
Advisors.  The motion argues that the FCC 
ruling will cause irreparable harm to local 
governments should it be implemented, 
and asks that the rules be held up pending 
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judicial review.  The organizations filed 
petitions for review of the regulations in 
April, claiming that only Congress has 
the authority to regulate the local 
franchising process. 
 
Those petitions are also pending in the 
Sixth Court of Appeals. 
 
  
  



             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2006-07 2006-07 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 05-06 FR. 05-06
SEPTEMBER $4,424,347 $4,546,247 $121,900 ($3,081) -0.07%

OCTOBER $4,619,540 $4,545,825 ($73,715) $81,321 1.82%
NOVEMBER $4,619,540 $4,654,599 $35,059 $29,295 0.63%
DECEMBER $4,321,330 $4,270,321 ($51,009) ($234,764) -5.21%
JANUARY $4,435,191 $4,470,347 $35,156 $397,158 9.75%

FEBRUARY $5,628,031 $5,666,534 $38,503 ($57,964) -1.01%
MARCH $4,115,294 $3,991,501 ($123,793) ($90,537) -2.22%
APRIL $3,909,258 $3,888,098 ($21,160) $93,621 2.47%
MAY $4,559,898 $4,514,268 ($45,630) $137,465 3.14%
JUNE $4,402,660 $4,478,219 $75,559 ($47,311) -1.05%
JULY $4,446,036

AUGUST $4,738,824

TOTAL $54,219,949 $45,025,958 ($9,131) $305,204 0.68%

 
Actual collections through June are within -0.02% of projected collections. 



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2001-2002 THROUGH 2006-2007

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 YEAR 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $3,844,150 $4,239,938 $4,453,875 $4,648,160 4.36% $4,630,210 -0.39% $4,573,597 -1.22%

OCTOBER $4,116,763 $4,464,191 $4,670,587 $4,706,690 0.77% $4,823,369 2.48% $4,712,519 -2.30%

NOVEMBER $4,125,824 $4,407,744 $4,526,166 $4,687,792 3.57% $4,799,275 2.38% $4,658,480 -2.93%

DECEMBER $3,855,906 $4,034,958 $4,314,111 $4,500,338 4.32% $4,511,403 0.25% $4,445,761 -1.46%

JANUARY $4,140,990 $4,046,633 $4,335,924 $4,264,010 -1.66% $4,342,902 1.85% $4,554,634 4.88%

FEBRUARY $4,982,568 $5,224,986 $5,531,405 $6,086,841 10.04% $5,797,893 -4.75% $5,993,653 3.38%

MARCH $3,908,567 $4,076,943 $3,980,041 $4,158,874 4.49% $4,247,908 2.14% $4,125,074 -2.89%

APRIL $3,641,403 $3,711,803 $3,889,388 $4,097,988 5.36% $3,991,159 -2.61% $4,018,709 0.69%

MAY $3,949,873 $4,184,028 $4,602,788 $4,730,317 2.77% $4,543,369 -3.95% $4,895,921 7.76%

JUNE $3,856,119 $4,169,550 $4,599,245 $4,557,735 -0.90% $4,539,614 -0.40% $4,664,470 2.75%

JULY $4,033,350 $4,105,554 $4,391,257 $4,519,466 2.92% $4,655,061 3.00%

AUGUST $4,231,174 $4,402,156 $4,893,438 $4,803,665 -1.83% $4,991,723 3.91%

TOTAL $48,686,688 $51,068,484 $54,188,225 $55,761,877 2.90% $55,873,886 0.20% $46,642,818 0.90%#DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 previous year
Page 1



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2001-2002 THROUGH 2006-2007

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 YEAR 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($646,545) ($48,531) ($69,997) ($135,858) 94.09% ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) -66.19%

OCTOBER ($379,290) ($64,605) ($110,193) ($165,219) 49.94% ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) -53.55%

NOVEMBER ($132,336) ($134,088) ($219,454) ($101,531) -53.73% ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) -97.77%

DECEMBER ($240,014) ($177,459) ($390,445) ($325,510) -16.63% ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) 2676.56%

JANUARY ($74,082) ($306,467) ($59,315) ($220,967) 272.53% ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) -68.75%

FEBRUARY ($509,277) ($61,404) ($323,218) ($394,324) 22.00% ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) 345.70%

MARCH ($428,507) ($17,601) ($22,759) ($99,240) 336.05% ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) -19.47%

APRIL ($333,878) ($281,861) ($199,018) ($69,900) -64.88% ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) -33.59%

MAY ($176,292) ($275,081) ($155,787) ($122,283) -21.51% ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) 129.13%

JUNE ($127,168) ($138,914) ($194,593) ($34,811) -82.11% ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) 1222.34%

JULY ($181,863) ($563,339) ($42,086) ($162,998) 287.30% ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) 294.58%

AUGUST ($63,949) ($341,868) ($531,884) ($148,028) -72.17% ($57,700) -61.02%

TOTAL ($3,293,201) ($2,411,218) ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) -14.58% ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($1,772,685) 14.67%
Year to date vs.
previous year

      Page 2



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2001-2002 THROUGH 2006-2007

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2001-2002 2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 YEAR 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $3,197,606 $4,191,407 $4,383,878 $4,512,303 2.93% $4,549,328 0.82% $4,546,247 -0.07%

OCTOBER $3,737,474 $4,399,587 $4,560,394 $4,541,471 -0.41% $4,464,503 -1.69% $4,545,825 1.82%

NOVEMBER $3,993,488 $4,273,655 $4,306,712 $4,586,261 6.49% $4,625,303 0.85% $4,654,599 0.63%

DECEMBER $3,615,893 $3,857,499 $3,923,666 $4,174,828 6.40% $4,505,085 7.91% $4,270,321 -5.21%

JANUARY $4,066,908 $3,740,166 $4,276,609 $4,043,044 -5.46% $4,073,189 0.75% $4,470,347 9.75%

FEBRUARY $4,473,291 $5,163,582 $5,208,187 $5,692,517 9.30% $5,724,498 0.56% $5,666,534 -1.01%

MARCH $3,480,060 $4,059,342 $3,957,283 $4,059,634 2.59% $4,082,038 0.55% $3,991,501 -2.22%

APRIL $3,307,525 $3,429,942 $3,690,371 $4,028,088 9.15% $3,794,477 -5.80% $3,888,098 2.47%

MAY $3,773,581 $3,908,947 $4,447,001 $4,608,034 3.62% $4,376,803 -5.02% $4,514,268 3.14%

JUNE $3,728,951 $4,030,637 $4,404,651 $4,522,924 2.69% $4,525,529 0.06% $4,478,219 -1.05%

JULY $3,851,488 $3,542,215 $4,349,171 $4,356,468 0.17% $4,615,569 5.95%

AUGUST $4,167,224 $4,060,288 $4,361,554 $4,655,637 6.74% $4,934,023 5.98%

TOTAL $45,393,489 $48,657,267 $51,869,477 $53,781,209 3.69% $54,270,346 0.91% $45,025,958 0.68%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 25, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046

Mike Heyl, 441-3889

HOT WEATHER ALERT

The extended forecast for temperatures to reach into the mid- to upper 90 degree range has
placed the City of Lincoln into a hot weather alert.  These temperatures, combined with
extremely high relative humidity levels, will make work and play outside dangerous and possibly
life-threatening for young children, older adults, and people with chronic illnesses such as
respiratory disease and heart conditions.

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department encourages everyone to become familiar with
the signs of heat-related illness and to practice preventive measures to reduce their chance for
heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and heat stroke.

People suffer heat-related illness when the body’s temperature rises and precautions are not taken
to prevent it, said Brian Baker, a Health Educator with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department.  With sports camps, athletic events, band camps, and vacations taking place during
this heat advisory, basic preventive measures should be followed.  These measures include:

• Drink plenty of water.  Individuals should increase their fluid intake by drinking 2-4 eight
ounce glasses of water each hour during strenuous physical activity. 

• Stay out of the direct heat of the sun as much as possible and stay in a cool environment
whenever possible.  Avoid being outside during the peak sun hours of 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
each day.  Schedule outdoor activity carefully.

• Wear appropriate clothing and sun screen.  Choose light-weight, loose-fitting, light-colored
clothing and wear a broad-brimmed hat to shade the head.  Select a sun screen SPF of at least
15, preferably a 30, to protect your skin from the ultra-violet rays of the sun.

• Never leave children and/or pets in a vehicle with the windows rolled up.

• Adjust to the environment slowly, pace your physical activity, STOP any activity and get into
a cool area away from the direct heat of the sun if you become lightheaded, confused, weak,
or faint.

-more-



Hot Weather Alert
June 25, 2007
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• Avoid alcohol, caffeine, or lots of sugar as these promote fluid loss.

• Avoid heavy meals and hot foods as they add heat to your body.

• If you do not have air conditioning or a cool place to be, consider going to a library, a movie
theater, shopping mall, or other air-conditioned public location.

“Sweating is the body’s natural mechanism to control body temperature.  Under some conditions,
sweating is not enough to cool the body, causing a person’s body temperature to rise rapidly,”
says Bruce Dart, Health Director.  “Both air temperature and humidity affect the body’s ability to
cool itself during hot weather.  When the humidity is high, sweat will not evaporate as quickly,
thus preventing the body from releasing heat quickly” Dart added.

Symptoms of heat stress include clammy, sweaty skin, light-headedness, weakness, and nausea. 
Victims of heat exhaustion should be treated by moving them to a cooler area and by removing
restrictive clothing.  If conscious, individuals with heat exhaustion can be given cold water to
drink.  Salt tablets, unless under a doctor’s orders, should be avoided.  Plenty of rest will help the
victim.

Heat Stroke is a more serious condition and should be treated as a medical emergency. 
Symptoms include hot skin, body temperatures above 103 degrees Fahrenheit, rapid breathing
and pulse, incoherent behavior, mental confusion, convulsions, or unconsciousness.  Victims of
heat stroke need to be moved to a cool place and medical assistance should be summoned
immediately.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 25, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Scott E. Holmes, Manager, Environmental Public Health

Division, 441-8634

West Nile Virus found in Mosquitoes in Lancaster County

“West Nile Virus was identified in mosquitoes trapped in Lincoln last week,” said Scott Holmes,
Manager of the Environmental Public Health Division with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department, “but there are no human cases in Lancaster County.  This is early to find the virus in
mosquitoes.  We want to encourage everyone in Lincoln and Lancaster County to “Fight the
Bite” and prevent mosquito bites by wearing repellant and avoiding being outside at dusk and
dawn.”  Only EPA registered insect repellents should be used, such as those with DEET,
Picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus. Always be sure to follow label directions.  People can also
wear lightweight long-sleeved shirts and pants outside during hours around dusk and dawn.  

In addition, the Health Department is asking for the public’s help to reduce the breeding areas for
mosquitoes.  The heavy rainfall this spring will likely increase the numbers of mosquitoes and
the risk for West Nile Disease.  People are encouraged to take the following actions:

· Store buckets, containers and tires where they cannot collect water.
· Dump small wading pools daily, and maintain swimming pools properly
· Maintain garden ponds and fountains, and always keep water flowing.
· Clear debris, weeds and litter from drainage ways.
· Change water in birdbaths weekly and pet bowls daily.
· Fill in low spots on your property.
· Keep rain gutters free of leaves and debris.
· Remove vegetation from sewage lagoons.

“We will continue to monitor mosquito numbers and the virus activity, and keep the public
informed,” said Holmes.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 27, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046

FIREWORKS INJURE 4,000 KIDS EACH YEAR

Each year, more than 4,000 children ages 14 and under are treated in U.S. emergency
departments for injuries involving fireworks.  Over the past several years, an average of 10
Lancaster County children per year received hospital treatment for fireworks-related injuries. 
Most of these injuries occur in the few weeks before and after the Fourth of July.  Children ages
5 to 9 have the highest rate of injury from fireworks.

“Don’t let kids play with fireworks, period,” says Brian Baker, Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster
County coordinator.  “They’re intended for use by adults in open spaces, with plenty of active
supervision for every child present.”

Fireworks, including sparklers and flares, can cause serious burns as well as blast injuries that
can permanently impair vision and hearing.  “Teach your children what to do if their clothing
catches on fire - ‘stop, drop, and roll’ - and how to call 911 in an emergency,” says Baker.

Where permitted by law, fireworks should be handled and used in strict accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions and all warning labels.  In addition, Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster
County recommends these precautions for adults using fireworks:

• Light fireworks only on smooth, flat surfaces, and aim them away from buildings, dry leaves,
flammable materials and spectators.

• Do not try to relight fireworks that malfunction.
• Do not carry fireworks in your pocket or hold them close to your face.
• Visit www.recalls.gov to make sure the pyrotechnic devices you are using are not subject to

any safety recalls.  Do not modify fireworks or use homemade fireworks.
• Keep a phone handy, and know first aid for burns.  Also, keep a fire extinguisher handy and

know how to use it.

Finally, as in any activity involving hazardous equipment, keep all children under active
supervision - in sight and in reach at all times, with your undivided attention focused on them -
when they’re near fireworks.  “The safest way to enjoy fireworks is to watch them at a
community display where professionals handle them, such as the Oak Lake Park event,” says
Baker.

Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County works to prevent accidental childhood injury, the leading
killer of children 14 and under.  For more information, contact Brian Baker at 441-8046.











JShorney@ci.lincoln.ne.us 

06/25/2007 03:33 PM

To Sanderson@klkn.com

cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, ljohnson@lincoln.ne.gov, 
rhoppe@lincoln.ne.gov, dbomberger@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject

Steve Anderson          Hi this is Jerry Shorney, Assistant Director of Parks Operations. I am in receipt of your email 
dated June 21 regarding conditions at the restrooms located near Lewis ballfields. I inspected this restroom today 
(6-25-07) with a staff member that maintains this area. I believe the toilet in question was damaged several years 
ago causing a hole in the porcelain bowl which was repaired with 2 rubber washers, a metal bolt and caulking. 
Given the age of this repair, the bolt has rusted and the caulking has discolored somewhat otherwise the restrooms 
were clean and presentable. Due to the heavy use of Lewis ballfields the fields are maintained everyday and the 
restrooms are checked and cleaned 2x daily during the week if morning games are scheduled and 1 to 2 times on 
weekend days depending on ball tournament schedules. We strive to keep our facilities clean and functional for 
public use. If any additional infomation is needed please contact me via email or phone (441-8259).   Jerry Shorney 







































Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes 

06/27/2007 02:02 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: 1st and J Derailment Issue at Council

Karen Sieckmeyer
Executive Secretary
Public Works/Utilities
555 South 10th
402-441-7566
sieckmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov
----- Forwarded by Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes on 06/27/2007 02:01 PM -----

Randy W Hoskins/Notes 

06/27/2007 10:38 AM To danny_1953@msn.com

cc Nicole Tooze/Notes@Notes, Karen K 
Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, 
Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Bruce W 
Sweney/Notes@Notes

Subject Fw: 1st and J Derailment Issue at Council

Mr. Walker:
The City has been monitoring the damage being caused by the railroad as they work to clean up the 
derailment that occurred in the area of 1st & J.  We are aware of the damage to the existing trail that has 
been caused by the crane being used and have been in contact with the railroad about getting this area 
restored.  Since work is continuing in this area, any attempts to fix these problems now would be 
premature and further damage may occur.

The debris that the railroad has been piling up is on their own property.  Photo #4 appears to show a 
build-up of debris against the railroad bridge from the recent heavy rains.  This is also the responsibility of 
the railroad to remove.  When the new Safe Route to School is constructed, the City will monitor the area 
to assure that it is not impacted by work being done by the railroad.

Street Maintenance has been working to deal with the issue of erosion and runoff from westbound Rosa 
Parks Way.  The voids that you noted under the pavement were in the process of being fixed when you 
took this item to the Council meeting, and those repairs have since been completed.  Additional work on 
this issue and cleaning of the trail will be continuing.

As the railroad finishes their clean up from the derailment, we will be working with them to get the trail 
cleaned and repaired and to encourage them to continue cleaning up the other areas of their property 
where they have piled debris.  If you have any questions regarding the status of the repairs, Bruce 
Sweney of Engineering Services will be working with the railroad to get them completed.  Bruce can be 
reached at 441-7711.

Randy Hoskins, P.E.
Assistant City Engineer
City of Lincoln, NE

----- Forwarded by Nicole Tooze/Notes on 06/13/2007 08:24 AM -----

Nicole Tooze/Notes 

06/11/2007 05:16 PM To Randy W Hoskins/Notes@Notes

cc Karl A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Roger A 



Figard/Notes@Notes, Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes,
Lynn Johnson/Notes@Notes

Subject 1st and J Derailment Issue at Council

Attached is a letter from Danny Walker regarding damage associated with a train derailment at 1st and J, 
which he presented to the City Council today.  The concerns he expressed related to sidewalk and trail 
damage, equipment, and ballast in the area of the 'safe route to school.'  I am copying this to Lynn 
Johnson also because there was some discussion about impact to the trail.  

Randy, could you please coordinate a response to get to Karen for Wednesday's Council packet 
regarding the timeline, process and responsibilities for clean-up.  Thanks, Nicole. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.











 
 

 Combined Weed Program 
City of Lincoln 

May 2007 Monthly Report  
 

Inspection Activity  
769 inspections on 581 sites were made 
during the month.  
1,087 inspections on 796 sites have been 
made this year. 
 
Noxious Weeds  
• Made 365 inspections on 262 sites on 

1,895 acres. 
• Found 214 violations on 441 acres. 

- 189 musk thistle 
- 25 leafy spurge 

• Found no violations on 48 sites. 
• Sent 20 notices, 149 letters, 3 trace 

cards and made 51 personal contacts. 
• 47 sites controlled by landowners. 
• Control is pending on 166 sites. 
. 
 
Weed Abatement 

Over one third of the inspections were for 
non violations. Many homeowners did not 
get their first mowings done in a timely 
manner due to the rains. Consideration  

 
 
should be given to change the height 
requirement from 6 inches to 12 inches.  
The Weed Abatement Program is a part of 
the Health chapter of the city code and 
should address situations that contribute to 
health related problems. It is impractical to 
try to use it to promote manicured lawns. 
You will note also that 43 notifications had 
to be published in the paper because 
ownership questions due to foreclosures.  
• Made 722 inspections on 534 sites on 

242 acres. 
• Found 393 violations on 141 acres. 
• Found no violations on 132 sites. 
• 371 complaints received on 324 sites. 
• Sent 86 notices, 265 letters, published 

43 notifications and made 5 personal 
contacts. 

• 77 sites cut by landowners. 
• Cutting is pending on 324 sites. 
 

May Activities 
INSPECTION SUMMARY 
722 Inspections of 534 sites

Direct 
contact

1%

None
35%

Letter
47%

Notice
11%

Published
10%

2 LB 701 signing  
14 Begin City Weed Abatement 

inspections 
10 Mgt Team Mtg 
15 Meeting w/ City Ombudsman 
16 LPWMA Mtng 10:00 AM 
17 Meeting w/ Don McCabe 
 

JUNE Planned Activities 
2 Landowners Mtng  
5 Budget hearing 9:30 Rm 113 
14 Mgt Team Mtg 
21 LPWMA Meeting 
30 Monthly activity report 
      
  
 



campjon@aol.com 

06/23/2007 03:39 PM

To mhesser@pinnbank.com, jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov, 
jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov, ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov, 
reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov, dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov, 

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Upcoming budget

Mark: 
Thank you for your email.   
During the past few days I have heard some talk of "prepaying part of the Highway Allocation 
Bonds" due to the budget challenges.  I am not sure where that originated and from my 
standpoint, it is not true.   
I pledged to the citizens that we would find other savings in the budget to ensure the Highway 
Allocation Bonds and their covenants are met.  I appreciate your willingness to incur a mil levy 
increase.  For my part, I firmly feel we can find savings elsewhere in the budget to offset the 
$667,000 required during this year to meet the interest and principal payments. 
My intermediate and long term goals are to regain voter confidence so that a bond issue may be 
put to the voters, similar to the defeated SRT Bond of two years ago.  In order to regain this 
voter confidence, the City and its elected officials need to demonstrate fiscal responsibility. 
Thank you for your many efforts on behalf of the City in so many endeavors.  You and Pinnacle 
Bank, as well as the Lincoln Chamber, have always supported responsible growth and fiscal 
prudence. 
Best regards, 
Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Mark Hesser 
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov; jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov; ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov; 
reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov; dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov; demery@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Thu, 21 Jun 2007 2:04 pm
Subject: Upcoming budget

I want thank each of you for your hard work on the upcoming City 
budget.  I just 
wanted drop you a note to reiterate that when the Highway 
Allocation Bonds were 
passed last year, my support and that of the Chamber were that an 
increase in 
the mill levy to fund them was warranted and would be forthcoming 
unless a 
serious rebound in sales tax revenues occurred.



If the next budget held the mill levy at the current level except 
for increases 
for the Highway Allocation Bonds and the Wastewater Bonds the 
voters passed, 
that would be great.  I think to force the Highway Allocation 
Bonds to be paid 
for within the existing levy could hamper future efforts to get 
Council votes 
for similar endeavors which would assist in funding our 
infrastructure 
shortfall.

I would be happy to discuss this issue in more detail at your 
convenience.  My 
direct phone line is listed below.  Thanks again for your 
consideration on this 
issue and the countless hours you give to our City.

Mark A. Hesser 
Pinnacle Bank - Lincoln 
402-434-3140 
Fax 402-434-3129 Mhesser@pinnbank.com mailto:Mhesser@pinnbank.com
> 
This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by 
federal and state 
law governing electronic communications and may contain 
confidential and legally 
privileged information. If the reader of this message is not the 
intended 
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, use or 
copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this in 
error, please reply immediately to the sender and delete this 
message. Thank 
you.

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

06/22/2007 03:45 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Pat
Address:  Kinney
City:     Lincoln, NE 68505

Phone:    402-325-9809
Fax:
Email:    pkinney@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
I'm a resident of the Chateau Apartments and we have been singled out for 
enforcement of the "no open flame grills" law. First, let me tell you that I 
don't have a grill so this doesn't affect me personally. And, I am in favor of 
restrictions on the use of open flame grills in apartment buildings. However, 
the current procedure of enforcing the law only when a complaint is made is 
ludicrous. This is like the police department deciding to enforce the traffic 
laws only if someone complains. I have absolutely no objection to enforcement 
of the law - but I do think something needs to be done to enforce it across 
the city, and regardless of complaints or not. If the City can't or won't be 
fair in its enforcement - then no enforcement under any circumstances. Thank 
you for your interest in this matter.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

06/22/2007 06:39 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Maxim Mashkarin
Address:  1025 N 63rd St Apt D63
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68505

Phone:    319.610.6557
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
My wife, Andrea Hayes-Mashkarina, and I were extremely dissappointed with the 
decision to prohibit grills within 10 feet of "combustible construction". We 
live on the second floor and use grill every day to cook our food. We also 
invested money in the grill itself last year and this year got a new LP tank. 
Now we cannot enjoy our lifestyle that we used to, because of this regulation. 
Please explain when this regulation was passed, why someone decided to enforce 
it just now, and how does it ultimately benefit us the tax payers?

It is my opinion, that the legislature, has an intent to discriminate based on 
race and national origin as it is primarily will hurt people that rent, and 
cannot afford to buy a house. This issue should be brought up to Attorney 
General of Nebraska for further investigation.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

06/24/2007 09:12 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Tony Miller
Address:  6100 Vine St. Apt. Q-81
City:     Lincoln, NE 68505

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    tmiller@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
And just where are we supposed to use our grills? Where are we supposed to 
keep the propane tanks? Chained to a tree in the front yard, so the little 
vandals and thieves in this little town with a skyrocketing crime rate can't 
steal them? If you are going to limit grill usage, it should be strictly 
enforced with a blanket policy. What's good for one, is good for all. No more 
selective enforcement. We were told when we signed our lease at Chateau, that 
gas grills were allowed.  Now what are you going to do? Leave it up to the 
owners to set the rules? I thought this was a code. All the paperwork we have 
seen, totally contrdicts itself. One line says yes, while the next says no. I 
don't think ANYONE there knows what is going on!!



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

06/27/2007 06:03 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Clark R. Youngman
Address:  1121 Salisbury Ct. #23
City:     Lincoln, NE 68505

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
Members of the Lincoln City Council:

I am writing to you because I am very disappointed, disheartened, and insulted 
by the recent enactment/enforcement regarding the restrictions on the use of 
propane grills in multi-family dwellings in the Lincoln area.

I understand the danger presented when the grill has a balcony above it and 
the use of a gas grill in this circumstance should be restricted. However, by 
telling individuals who live in a block of single bedroom town homes that they 
cannot use a propane grill is equivalent to the government overreacting in the 
same manner as an overprotective parent who does not allow her children to run 
and play outside because they might fall and scrape a knee. This regulation is 
extremely insulting to me as an individual as well.

The reason this is so insulting is because of what this regulation implies. 
Basically, this regulation shows that your Council has no faith in the 
competency of its constituency. Not having faith in one’s constituency 
presents quite a paradox. If an elected official’s constituency is, in 
reality, as incompetent as officials believe it is, then how valid is the 
power given to the officials? If the power in question is rooted in such a 
feeble source that would imply that the elected official’s authority to rule 
is not only questionable, but is tenuous at best.

While I do not expect this letter to have any concrete results that I would 
find favorable, I do hold out hope that this letter may stick in the back of 
your minds so when you are presented additional possibilities of the 
government extending itself into another facet of its citizens lives you take 
a more cautious and measured approach reflecting upon the original intentions 
of how our government was to function at all levels.

The government, not just at the federal levels, but at all levels, has grown 
into a leviathan where the individual is no longer the king of his own castle. 
How can one be the king of the castle when the government has decided how the 
king is allowed to prepare his meals? A government this large and intrusive 
was not what was imagined by the great intellects and shapers of our country 
such as Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Payne, John Adams, and the whole host of 
other patriots and philosophers, such as John Stuart Mill, who valued the 
individual’s independence from outside interference. The government’s power is 
not derived from itself, nor its existence, it was granted by the individuals 
to the government who the government was intended to serve.



If you wish to contact me I am reachable at cryoungman@hotmail.com

Best Regards,

Clark R. Youngman
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