
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 9, 2007

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

MAYOR BEUTLER’S BUDGET PRESENTATION

I. MAYOR 
**1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler News Conference on Evaluation of Time Warner

Cable. Thursday, June 21, 2007, 10:00 a.m.,County-City Building, 555 S. 10th, in the
Mayor’s Conference Room. 

**2. NEWS ADVISORY. Correction on Time on Mayor Beutler’s New Conference on Time
Warner Cable.  Thursday, June 21, 2007, 10:30 a.m., 555 S. 10th, Mayor’s Conference
Room. 

**3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Guided Bus Tour of Antelope Valley Project’s
Developments. Friday, June 22, 2007 Meeting at 555 S. 10th, Room 113. 

**4. NEWS ADVISORY. Lincoln Fire and Rescue’s DHS-FEMA Training Exercise.
Saturday, June 23, 2007, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm at the National Guard Training Site,
Three Miles South, Two Miles East of Mead, NE.

**5. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler Proposes Negotiation with Time Warner.  
**6. Letter from Jerry and Shelli Dawdy. Complaints Regarding Time Warner Cable. 
**7. Email from Larry D. Maresh. Time Warner Cable Service Complaints.
**8. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Holmes Lake Watershed Meeting.
**9. NEWS RELEASE. West Denton Road to Close Thursday, June 21, 2007. 

        **10. NEWS RELEASE. City, DLA and UNL Working to Control Rose Disease. 
**11. Washington Report, June 15, 2007.
Received Week of July 2, 2007
    *1. Reply to Tracey Hillman from Lin Quenzer, City Ombudsman Regarding Proposed

Changes with StarTran.
    *2.  NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and the Downtown Lincoln Association News

Conference, Tuesday, June 26, 2007 at 2:00 pm at the County-City Building in the
Mayor’s Conference Room. Announcing New Retail Retention and Recruitment
Strategies. 

    *3. Downtown Lincoln Association Releases Retail Retention and Recruitment Strategy.
    *4. NEWS RELEASE. Senate Committee Approves Wastewater Funds for Lincoln.
    *5. NEWS RELEASE. City offers New Pre-Paid Option for Downtown Parking.
    *6. NEWS RELEASE. Deadline Extended for Block Party Permits. 
    *7. Time Warner Cable and Cable Board Questions.  
    *8. Washington Report, June 22, 2007. 
Received Week of July 9, 2007

1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule, June 30 - July 6, 2007.
(Distributed to City Council on June 29, 2007)

2. Email from Alisha Knapp. Time Warner Complaints.
3. Email Reply from Time Warner on Knapp Complaints. 
4. NEWS ADVISORY. “Uncle Sam Jam 2007", 4th of July Celebration. Wednesday, July

4, 2007 at Oak Lake Park. (Distributed to City Council on July 3, 2007)
5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule, July 5 - July 9, 2007.

(Distributed to City Council on July 3, 2007) 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Proposed Creation of City Audit Board.
7. Washington Report, June 29, 2007.
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II. DIRECTORS

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
1. Memorandum from Roger Figard, City Engineer. Correction to Item 07-103, 27th and

Randolph Streets.
a) Photo of 27th and Randolph Streets.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT
    *1. June Sales Tax Reports Reflecting April Activity:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In);
c) Sales Tax Refunds; and

 d) Net Sales Tax Collections.

FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
    *1. Monthly City Cash Report and Pledged Collateral Statement for May 2007.  

 HEALTH DEPARTMENT
    *1. NEWS RELEASE. Hot Weather Alert.
    *2. NEWS RELEASE. West Nile Virus Found in Mosquitoes in Lancaster County.  
    *3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Fireworks Injure 4,000 Kids Each Year. 
Received Week of July 9, 2007

1. NEWS RELEASE. Fourth of July Patriotism Also Means Cleaning Up Your
Fireworks.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
 **1. Prairie Village North Addition, Final Plat #07014. Generally Located at North 84th

Street and Adams Street. 
Received Week of July 2, 2007
    *1. Meeting Cancellation. Board of Zoning Appeals Cancelled for June, 2007.
    *2. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission. Agenda for June 28, 2007.
    *3. Letter to Mike Johnson, Olsson Associates - RE: Wilderness Ridge 15th Addition, Final

Plat #07034 - Generally located at Hollow Tree Drive and Rokeby Road.
    *4. Letter from Tom Cajka to John Egger, HWS - RE: Arnold Heights North Final Plat

#07036 - Generally located at NW 48th Street and W. Cuming Street.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
    *1. Response to Steve Anderson from Jerry Shorney, Assistant Director Parks Operations.

Report on Restroom Conditions at Lewis Ballfields. 
    *2. Response to Harley Pfeiffer from Lynn Johnson, Parks & Recreation Department

Director. Mowing in the Northern Portion of Larsen Park. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
    *1. Special Permit No. 07017. Expansion of Nonconforming Use, 48th and Dudley Streets.

Resolution No. PC-01060.
    *2. Special Permit No. 07016. On-and-Off Premise Alcohol Sales, 500 Westgate

Boulevard. Resolution No. PC-01058. 
    *3. Special Permit No. 07020. Expansion of Nonstandard Single-Family Dwelling: 3539

So. 40th Street. Resolution No. PC-01061. 
    *4. Special Permit No. 07018. Outdoor Seasonal Sales, Temporary Fireworks Stands, So.

21st and “K” Streets. Resolution No. PC-01059.    
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
1. Chief Casady’s Response to Email Forwarded to Councilman Cook from Kevin and

Karen Jensen Regarding Illegal Fireworks.
2. Chief Casady’s Response to email Forwarded to Councilman Spatz from David Jean

Regarding Night Club in Residential Area. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
    *1. Response to Danny Walker from Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer. Railroad

Cleanup of Derailment in Area of 1st and J Streets.
    *2. Letter from Danny Walker, South Salt Creek Community Organization. Railroad

Derailment in Area of 1st and J Streets, with Eight Photos of Concern.
Received Week of July 9, 2007

1. ADVISORY. Storm Drainage Project #702381. Water Main Project #700277. Updated
07/02/07.
a) Map on Projects #702381 and #700277.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
    *1. Memo to Mayor Beutler, Dave Landis and Roger Figard from Clinton Thomas,

Housing Rehab and Real Estate. Parking Lot at 27th and Randolph. 
  

WEEDS DEPARTMENT
   *1. Combined Weed Program, City of Lincoln. May 2007 Monthly Report. 

III. CITY CLERK 
**1.  Item No. 32 on Council Agenda for 06/25/08. Bill No. 07-91.

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
**1. Questions from Roger Wilkening Regarding Stormwater Management with Reply from

Karl Fredrickson, Public Works and Utilities Director.
**2. Email from Janet Coleman. Concerns with Possible Bus Route Changes.
**3. Email from Mike Reinmiller. Concerns with Proposal of Changes in Bus Routes.
**4. Email to City Council from Jon Camp. Concerns of Neighbors Near 80th and Pioneers

Boulevard Rezoning. 
a)  Letter Regarding Change of Zone No. 07025; So. 80th Street & Pioneers Boulevard;
b)  Letter from Nebraska Nurseries, Inc. Change of Zone No. 07025.

**5. Email correspondence from Mike Reinmiller on StarTran.
Received Week of July 2, 2007
  *1. Response to Mark Hesser Regarding Upcoming City Budget. 

DOUG EMERY 
**1. Request to Karl Fredrickson, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Stop Signs -

Eastridge Elementary School (Emery RFI#1 - 05/21/07)

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
  *1. Request to Steve Hubka, Budget Officer - RE: Carryover CIP funds (Eschliman RFI#8 -

06/28/07) SEE RESPONSE FROM STEVE HUBKA ON 07/05/07. 
OUTSTANDING CITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS. 
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 V. MISCELLANEOUS
**1. Email from Andy Ringsmuth. Improvement of Railroad Crossing on South Street. 
**2. Letter to City Council Members Regarding City Mowing from Harley Pfeiffer. (Letters

Delivered to Council Members on 06/15/07)
**3. Email from Stanley Oswald with Concern over Man Disturbing the Peace Every 

Saturday Night at 12th and P Streets. 
**4. Letter from Everett and Virginia Owens. Against Paving North 36th Street, Vine to West

Street.   
**5. Media Release. Community Health Endowment (CHE) Announces Annual Awards. 
**6. Email from Beth Whitaker, Representing Jake Whitaker. Paving on No. 36th Street 

Between Vine and W. 
**7. Email from Tracey Hillman. Comments and Questions on StarTran Busses. 
**8. Letter from Timothy Deuel. Possible Safety Hazard at 48th and Normal Boulevard. 
**9. Email from Steve Anderson. Park Restroom Cleanliness at Lewis Fields.   
Received Week of July 2, 2007
  *1. Email from Pat Kinney Regarding “No Open Flame Grills” Law. 
  *2. Email from Maxim Mashkarin Regarding Prohibiting Grills Within Ten Feet of

Combustible Construction. 
  *3. Email from Tony Miller Regarding Use and Location of Grills.  

          *4. Email from Clark Youngman - RE: The restrictions on the use of propane grills in
multi-family dwellings in the Lincoln area. 

Received Week of July 9, 2007
 1. Email from Kathy Hardy. Location of Lincoln City Parks.

2. Email from Robert Frerichs. Position on City Parking Lot at 27th and Randolph Streets.
(Distributed to Council Members on 07/02/07)

3. Email from bluevortex07. Downtown Parking Issues. 

** Held over from June 25, 2007

*Held over from July 2, 2007 
W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da070907.wpd/mmm



Date: June 29, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of June 30 through July 6, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, June 30

Wednesday, July 4 - 4th of July Holiday - City offices closed

Friday, July 6

Ribbon-cutting for Seventh-Day Adventist Spanish Church - 9 a.m., 5701 S.W. 12th Street

Uncle Sam Jam - evening, Oak Lake Park

Budget briefing for media - 10 a.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 555 South 10th Street
(Information is embargoed until Sunday, July 8)

Speedway Motors ice cream social and museum tour - 6 p.m., off Victory Lane



CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us 

07/03/2007 08:21 AM

To aiz@ctwsoft.com, CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us, 
DawnMorris@friedmanlaw.com, 
DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us, dbehlen@yahoo.com, 

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Time Warner complaint

----- Forwarded by Connie J Guilliaume/Notes on 07/03/2007 08:20 AM -----

Alisha Knapp
<alishaknapp@hotm
ail.com>                                                   To

<cic@lincoln.ne.gov>
07/03/2007 12:14                                           cc
AM

Subject
Time Warner complaint

Hi, my name is Alisha Knapp and I am one of the many "valued" Time Warner
customers in Lincoln, Ne.

We have been customers for years and have never had any reason to be upset,
until they started to test mystro and then switch over to that system.
Since they have switched, we have had more problems than I can remember. I
know that Time Warner has records of every time we have called in with a
problem, and if needed I would have my records available for the cable
advisory board.

In a little over the past six months we have had at least three, possibly
four, service technicians come to try and fix our cable. The first couple
of times the cable was okay for a couple of days, but then went back to all
the same old problems. Then, when they had fixed the old problems new ones
would arise after they would do late night rebooting and updating. Once
again I would call in, receive the run around and on a couple of occasions
have them accuse of me/my tv being the problem. Truthfully, I don't think
they know what's going wrong and have run out of options of what to blame
and therefore fix, so now their solution is that I am the problem.

To be fair I have received a couple of reimbursements, but I had to fight
for both of them with supervisors over many phone calls. One time after I
had spoken with a supervisor he had sent out a technician to fix our
problem. The very next day, I believe, the problem was back. So I called TW
and they wanted me to wait another week for someone to come back. I felt
that this was ridiculous, being as someone was just at my house and hadn't
done the job right the first time. I was told to call the super back. I did
and left a message. He failed to return my calls, so I called customer
service whom transferred me directly to him. I could hear in his voice that
after many service calls, and upset phone calls to his staff he finally



believed that I truly had a problem, and he sent someone out the next day.

I wish that I could say that that was the end to my problems, but that is
not the case. Now that TW is proceeding with updates we are finding many
more small, but just as annoying problems. Such as passwords that we never
set, volume problems, remote problems, guide and selection problems.

All we want to do when we come home from working long days and doing
housework is be able to sit down and watch the shows we have recorded or
have been looking forward to all day. We pay dearly for a service that we
are not fully receiving. We don't want to switch to dish, and being as
there isn't any other cable alternatives in Lincoln we feel trapped. When
you get a sour gallon of milk from the grocery store, you get a new one
that is good. If you go to your favorite steak house and spend $30 on a
steak and it comes out cooked wrong, you send it back for a new one and
more than likely they will fully compensate you by taking it off your bill
and APOLOGIZE. If you buy a fan from Wal-Mart and it doesn't oscillate they
exchange it for a new one, free of charge. These are just some simple
examples of companies fixing wrongs.

Many successful businesses accept the blame when a product of any kind is
sent out or bought in a damaged matter, why shouldn't TW be held to the
same standards? I think it is because they are hiding behind a wall of
politics. We should hold them responsible for all of their wrong doings.

As I said to one of Time Warner's customer service representatives, I am
mentally exhausted with having to deal with them. Thank you for reading
this long e-mail, even though it isn't close to half of the whole story. If
at any time anyone would like to contact me about any of this here is my
information:

Alisha Knapp
1117 North 30th
Lincoln, Ne  68503
(402) 304-7477

Sincerely,
Alisha Knapp

Play free games, earn tickets, get cool prizes! Join Live Search Club.
Join Live Search Club!
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the
original message.



"Shrewsbury, Ann" 
<ann.shrewsbury@twcable.c
om> 

07/03/2007 11:31 AM

To <CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <aiz@ctwsoft.com>, 
<DawnMorris@friedmanlaw.com>, 
<DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <dbehlen@yahoo.com>, 

cc

bcc

Subject Alisha Knapp response

I asked our Technical Service Supervisor to contact this customer. He left a 
message for her to contact him on his direct line to address any technical of 
billing issues she may have but has not heard back.

Our records indicate the customer has called us three times in the past six 
months with technical issues related to her cable and Internet service.

We sent a technician to her home on 2/1/07 for "freezing picture" and "reboot" 
issues and found her signal was weak. The tech replaced wiring in the home, 
which fixed the problem.

We sent another technician out on 3/14/07 to address modem issues. At that 
time, they did work on the ground block outside and switched out equipment, 
which solved that issue.

She had another technical service call scheduled for 7/2/07, but canceled the 
appointment.

The customer has been given significant credits.

Sincerely,

Ann Shrewsbury
Director of Public Affairs & Community Programming
Time Warner Cable - Nebraska Division
5400 S. 16th St., Lincoln, NE  68512
(ph) 402.421.0378

If you haven't switched already, be sure to check out Time Warner Cable's 
digital phone service and pay one low price for unlimited local and 
long-distance calling (plus free caller ID, call waiting, and more)! Feel free 
to call me if you have any questions, or sign up now at:

http://www.twcdigitalphone.com/nebraska/signup.htm

-----Original Message-----
From: CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us [mailto:CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us]
Sent: Tuesday, July 03, 2007 8:22 AM
To: aiz@ctwsoft.com; CGuilliaume@ci.lincoln.ne.us; DawnMorris@friedmanlaw.com; 
DGonzolas@ci.lincoln.ne.us; dbehlen@yahoo.com; hfriedman@friedmanlaw.com; 
hschimek@nsea.org; jerrod@jaegerlawoffice.com; JimJohnson@neb.rr.com; 
jcookcc@aol.com; jvr7275@hotmail.com; llee1@unl.edu; maryherres@aol.com; 
nlarimer@lps.org; scottyoung@lincolnfoodbank.org; 
SHuggenberger@ci.lincoln.ne.us; stuartlong@inebraska.com; 
WLuxford@ci.lincoln.ne.us; Shrewsbury, Ann; council@lincoln.ne.gov



Subject: Fw: Time Warner complaint

----- Forwarded by Connie J Guilliaume/Notes on 07/03/2007 08:20 AM -----

Alisha Knapp
<alishaknapp@hotm
ail.com>                                                   To

<cic@lincoln.ne.gov>
07/03/2007 12:14                                           cc
AM

Subject
Time Warner complaint

Hi, my name is Alisha Knapp and I am one of the many "valued" Time Warner
customers in Lincoln, Ne.

We have been customers for years and have never had any reason to be upset,
until they started to test mystro and then switch over to that system.
Since they have switched, we have had more problems than I can remember. I
know that Time Warner has records of every time we have called in with a
problem, and if needed I would have my records available for the cable
advisory board.

In a little over the past six months we have had at least three, possibly
four, service technicians come to try and fix our cable. The first couple
of times the cable was okay for a couple of days, but then went back to all
the same old problems. Then, when they had fixed the old problems new ones
would arise after they would do late night rebooting and updating. Once
again I would call in, receive the run around and on a couple of occasions
have them accuse of me/my tv being the problem. Truthfully, I don't think
they know what's going wrong and have run out of options of what to blame
and therefore fix, so now their solution is that I am the problem.

To be fair I have received a couple of reimbursements, but I had to fight
for both of them with supervisors over many phone calls. One time after I
had spoken with a supervisor he had sent out a technician to fix our
problem. The very next day, I believe, the problem was back. So I called TW
and they wanted me to wait another week for someone to come back. I felt
that this was ridiculous, being as someone was just at my house and hadn't
done the job right the first time. I was told to call the super back. I did
and left a message. He failed to return my calls, so I called customer
service whom transferred me directly to him. I could hear in his voice that
after many service calls, and upset phone calls to his staff he finally
believed that I truly had a problem, and he sent someone out the next day.

I wish that I could say that that was the end to my problems, but that is
not the case. Now that TW is proceeding with updates we are finding many
more small, but just as annoying problems. Such as passwords that we never
set, volume problems, remote problems, guide and selection problems.



All we want to do when we come home from working long days and doing
housework is be able to sit down and watch the shows we have recorded or
have been looking forward to all day. We pay dearly for a service that we
are not fully receiving. We don't want to switch to dish, and being as
there isn't any other cable alternatives in Lincoln we feel trapped. When
you get a sour gallon of milk from the grocery store, you get a new one
that is good. If you go to your favorite steak house and spend $30 on a
steak and it comes out cooked wrong, you send it back for a new one and
more than likely they will fully compensate you by taking it off your bill
and APOLOGIZE. If you buy a fan from Wal-Mart and it doesn't oscillate they
exchange it for a new one, free of charge. These are just some simple
examples of companies fixing wrongs.

Many successful businesses accept the blame when a product of any kind is
sent out or bought in a damaged matter, why shouldn't TW be held to the
same standards? I think it is because they are hiding behind a wall of
politics. We should hold them responsible for all of their wrong doings.

As I said to one of Time Warner's customer service representatives, I am
mentally exhausted with having to deal with them. Thank you for reading
this long e-mail, even though it isn't close to half of the whole story. If
at any time anyone would like to contact me about any of this here is my
information:

Alisha Knapp
1117 North 30th
Lincoln, Ne  68503
(402) 304-7477

Sincerely,
Alisha Knapp

Play free games, earn tickets, get cool prizes! Join Live Search Club.
Join Live Search Club!
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the
original message.
This E-mail and any of its attachments may contain Time Warner
Cable proprietary information, which is privileged, confidential,
or subject to copyright belonging to Time Warner Cable. This E-mail
is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which
it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient of this
E-mail, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, copying, or action taken in relation to the contents
of and attachments to this E-mail is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful. If you have received this E-mail in error, please notify
the sender immediately and permanently delete the original and any
copy of this E-mail and any printout.



“Uncle Sam Jam 2007,” the City’s official 4th of July celebration, will take place
Wednesday, July 4 at Oak Lake Park in the area of Charleston Street and Sun Valley Blvd.

The celebration is a day-long event culminating with a 10 p.m. live performance by
Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra synchronized to the Zambelli Internationale fireworks display.
The Orchestra also will perform at 9:20 p.m.   Both concerts are free to the public.

Dave Norris of CIC is the City contact at the park.  He can be reached via cell phone
at 499-4818.

For more information on the celebration, visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: 4th).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: July 3, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 499-4818

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: July 3, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

Mayor Chris Beutler’s schedule includes the following events (all are at the County-City
Building, 555 South 10th Street):

Thursday, July 5
10 a.m. - News conference, topic to be announced, Mayor’s Conference Room.

Friday, July 6
2 p.m. - Media briefing on the Mayor’s recommended City budget for 2007-2008 in the
Mayor’s Conference Room.  (This was listed at 10 a.m. on the public schedule sent out last
Friday, but has been rescheduled.)   Those attending must agree to delay reporting the
information until Sunday, July 8.

Monday, July 9
10 a.m. - Mayor’s budget presentation to the City Council in the Council Chambers.
This will be carried live on 5 CITY-TV.   The City Council will begin its regular meeting
at 1:30 p.m.

Mayor Beutler will deliver the State of the City address in late August or early September
to coincide with the beginning of the new fiscal year September 1.



MAYOR PROPOSES CREATION OF CITY AUDIT BOARD

Mayor Chris Beutler today said he is proposing an ordinance to create an audit board to assist the City in 
managing performance and internal audits.  The Mayor’s proposal is in response to the City Council passage 
of a resolution offered by Council member Robin Eschliman in April calling for the hiring of an internal 
auditor for the City by July 1.  

“The hiring of an auditor was called for to help restore public trust in City government and help us find 
savings to the taxpayers, goals that I share,” Mayor Beutler said.  “I greatly respect the Council and its attempt 
to make changes in this area, and I want to cooperate with them in going a step further.  I want to suggest an 
alternative to meet these goals.  I want to change the internal auditor under the Mayor’s office into an audit 
committee under the general direction of the Council, empowered to effectuate performance audits as well as 
internal or financial audits.”

Beutler said performance audits give the City a way to measure performance against the mission and goals of 
City government.   “Performance audits offer us the potential for a government that is more efficient and more 
effective,” he said.   “Performance audits will give us more ideas, more solutions and save more money.  This 
new concept allows us to broaden our approach and implement performance as well as other kinds of audits.” 

The board would contract with performance auditing experts in the field or department chosen for 
examination.  About $100,000 was budgeted by the Council for an internal auditor, and those funds would be 
used by the Board to contract for performance auditors.  The board would have seven members:

Each year, the board would receive auditing suggestions from the City Council, and the board would decide 
how to conduct the audits.  “This independent approach is critical to ensuring public confidence in the 
auditing process,” said Beutler.  “Citizens must be convinced beyond a shadow of a doubt that the board is 
operating in the public interest.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

- more -

Don Herz, Finance Director, 441-7411

three members nominated by the Mayor and approved by the City Council;

three members nominated and approved by the City Council; and

an ex-officio, non-voting member who has an auditing background in order to maintain continuity.



City Audit Board
July 5, 2007
Page Two

Beutler had experience with performance audits as Chair of the State Legislature’s Performance Audit 
Committee.  He said the committee found millions in savings after examinations of the Lincoln Regional 
Center’s billing process and departments.  “Performance audits provided the expertise and focus we needed 
to make real, long-lasting change in government.”

Beutler thanked Eschliman for her willingness to consider the proposal and Council member Jon Camp for 
his advocacy for a City auditor.  He said the new proposal is closer to the original concept of performance 
audits envisioned by both the Lincoln Independent Business Association and the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce.  He said he’s also discussed the proposal with other leaders in the community, who support 
performance auditing as a way to restore confidence in local government.

The internal auditor has been included in the City budget for two years, but the search was hampered by a 
lack of qualified applicants.  The April Council resolution increased the pay range for the position.

- 30 -



 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
Senate panel clears Justice spending measure.  
The Senate Appropriations Committee easily 
approved the FY 2008 Department of Justice 
spending bill this week. 
 
The bill as approved would fund state and 
local law enforcement assistance at $2.66 
billion, not as generous as the House bill’s 
$3.2 billion but $177 million above the FY 
2007 level.  More details on specific 
programs will be reported as they are 
available. 
 
Most of the debate during the markup was 
focused on the extent to which the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) should share gun trace data with state 
and local law enforcement agencies. 
 
Since FY 2003, the Justice Appropriations 
bill has included language limiting ATF 
sharing of that data to “legitimate criminal 
investigations.”  Supporters of that language, 
commonly referred to as the “Tiahrt 
Amendment” after its lead sponsor, Rep. 
Todd Tiahrt (R-KS), argue that ATF gun 
trace data should only be used in criminal 
investigations, not to help local governments 
sue gun dealers and manufacturers. 
 
The Senate bill in its original form did not 
include the Tiahrt Amendment language, but 
the Committee easily approved an 
amendment to add language to the bill.  The 
House version of the bill also includes the 
Tiahrt Amendment language. 
 
The bill now heads to the Senate floor, where 
it will likely be considered later in July.  In 
the House, the bill has cleared subcommittee 
and is awaiting consideration by the full 
Appropriations Committee. 
 
 

ENERGY 
House panel adds EEBG to comprehensive 
energy bill.  The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee completed a marathon 
markup of comprehensive energy efficiency 
and conservation legislation that began last 
week.  The legislation is a response to the 
2005 Energy Act, which Democrats criticize 
as focusing too much on oil and gas 
production at the expense of renewable 
energy and energy efficiency and 
conservation. 
 
In a victory for local governments, the 
Committee approved, 34-23, an amendment 
offered by Rep. Albert Wynn (D-MD) that 
would create an Energy and Environment 
Block Grant (EEBG) providing direct funding 
to cities and urban counties for energy 
efficiency and conservation programs.  The 
funding level is $2 billion, one-half of what 
was initially sought.  The comprehensive 
energy bill (HR 6) passed by the Senate last 
week includes similar language, but with no 
specific authorized amount, making it likely 
that if a final bill is sent to the President, it 
will include language authorizing EEBG. 
 
The bills approved by the Energy and 
Commerce Committee now go to the House 
floor, where they will be combined with the 
tax package approved by the Ways and 
Means Committee, a transportation energy 
conservation package approved last week by 
the Transportation & Infrastructure 
Committee (see last week’s Washington 
Report for details on both bills) and several 
energy efficiency and renewable fuel research 
bills approved this week by the Science 
Committee. 
 
Although a comprehensive energy bill is a 
priority for House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA), it faces a tough road due to ongoing 
disagreements about automobile fuel 
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efficiency, coal-to-liquid subsidies and 
other similarly thorny issues.  Should the 
House pass a comprehensive energy bill, a 
White House veto threat will likely hang 
over House-Senate conference negotiations 
as well. 
  
ARTS & RECREATION 
House passes Interior Department 
spending bill.  By a vote of 272-155, the 
House passed legislation (HR 2643) to 
fund the Department of the Interior and a 
slew of related independent agencies in FY 
2008.  
 
As cleared by the House, the bill would 
provide increases for most programs of 
interest to local governments.  It would 
fund the Historic Preservation Fund at $82 
million, a $10 million increase from FY 
2007.  State grants under the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which 
have been targeted for elimination and 
seen their funding drop precipitously, 
would receive $50 million, $20 million 
more than in FY 2007.  North American 
Wetlands Conservation Grants would also 
see an increase, growing by $4 million to 
$43 million. 
 
The National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) would receive $160 million in the 
bill, a $35 million increase from FY 2007.  
Its sister agency, the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH), would also 
receive $160 million, a $19 million 
increase. 
 
At the same time, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee released details 
about its bill (S 1696), which it approved 
late last week.  Highlights of the Senate 
bill include: 
 
• Historic Preservation Fund - $75 

million, 
• LWCF State Grants - $30 million, 
• N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  W e t l a n d s 

Conservation Fund - $43 million, 
• NEA - $133 million and 
• NEH - $146 million. 
 
The Senate will consider its version of the 
bill sometime after the July 4 recess.  The 
Administration has said it will veto the bill 
both because of what it views as its 
excessive spending and because the bill 
places restrictions on oil and gas 
exploration and roads in national forests. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
House clears EPA spending bill.  The 
House approved the FY 2008 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
appropriations bill (HR 2643) this week. 
 
As passed by the House, most programs 
of interest to local governments would 
fare better than in recent years.  Most 
notably, the bill would provide $1.125 
billion for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Loan Fund, a $41 million 
increase from FY 2007.  The Drinking 
Water State Revolving Loan Fund would 
receive $842 million, a $5 million 
increase.  The bill would increase 
funding for the Brownfields Program by 
$11 million to $100 million. 
 
Also this week, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee released 
details about its version of the bill (S 
1696), which it approved late last week.  
Highlights of that bill include: 
 
• Clean Water State Revolving Loan 

Fund - $887 million, 
• Drinking Water State Revolving 

Loan Fund - $842 million and 
• Brownfields - $89 million. 
 
The Senate will consider its version of 
the bill sometime after the July 4 recess.  
The Administration has said it will veto 
the bill because of what it views as 
excessive spending. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Federal Highway Administration 
rescinds $871 million FY 2007 federal-
aid highway funds.  The Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) 
recently notified States that over $871 
million unobligated federal-aid highway 
funds have been rescinded as required by 
FY 2007 Supplemental Appropriations 
Act (PL 110-28). 
 
The  re sc i s s ion  wa s  appl ied 
proportionately to States based upon the 
FY 2007 apportionments for the core 
FHWA programs, excluding the 
Highway Safety Improvement Program.  
State cuts are based upon FY 2007 
apportionments for the Interstate 
Maintenance, National Highway System, 
Bridge, Surface Transportation Program, 
and the Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality Improvement program.  States 

must identify the amounts to be 
rescinded from each program by July 30. 
 
In addition to FY 2007 cuts, States are 
encouraged to review projects funded 
from the older apportionment categories 
to determine if any of the funds can be 
de-obligated and applied to the 
rescission. 
 
To visit the full notice, visit FHWA’s 
website at: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directi
ves/notices/n4510647.htm. 
 
AVIATION 
House Committee passes FAA 
Reauthorization Bill.  On Thursday, the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee approved the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2007 (HR 2881).  
The bill would authorize nearly $66 
billion for the FAA over four years.  The 
FAA current authorization (PL 108-176) 
expires in September. 
 
The bill would authorize $15.8 billion 
for the Airport Improvement Program 
(AIP), which provides grants to update 
runways and other airport infrastructure.  
The legislation would also authorize 
almost $13 billion for the FAA’s 
facilities and equipment account and 
$37.2 billion for FAA operations. 
 
Unlike the Bush Administration’s 
proposal, the legislation recommends to 
the House Ways & Means Committee 
that the general aviation jet fuel tax rate 
be adjusted for inflation from 21.8 cents 
per gallon to 30.7 cents per gallon, and 
that the aviation gasoline tax rate be 
increased from 19.3 cents per gallon to 
24.1 cents per gallon. Ways and Means, 
which has jurisdiction over taxes, will 
get the bill before it goes to the floor 
after the Fourth of July Congressional 
Recess. 
 
To address inflation and to help airports 
meet increased capital needs, HR 2881 
would increase the Passenger Facility 
Charge (PFC) cap from $4.50 to $7.00. 
According to FAA, if every airport 
currently collecting a $4.00 or $4.50 
PFC raised its PFC to $7.00, it would 
generate approximately $1.1 billion in 
additional revenue for airport 
development each year. The bill also 



 

provides significant increases in AIP 
funding for smaller airports, which are 
particularly reliant on AIP for capital 
financing. 
 
The Senate FAA Reauthorization Bill (S 
1300), was recently reported out of the 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee.  S 1300 should come to the 
Senate floor before Congress breaks for its 
month-long recess in August. 
 
IMMIGRATION 
Senate fails on second attempt to approve 
immigration bill.  Chances of approving 
comprehensive immigration legislation this 
year disappeared this week when a vote to 
cut off debate on the measure failed in the 
Senate.  Following the vote, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) pulled 
the bill from floor consideration. 
 
A bipartisan group of Senators that had 
crafted a fragile compromise held out hope 
that they could broker a deal that would 
allow for a final vote on the measure.  
However, as debate progressed through the 
week, it became clear that both liberal 
Democrats and conservative Republicans 
were not pleased with the compromise and 
Senators from those two camps offered 
dozens of amendments that served the 
same purpose as a filibuster.  Ultimately, 
the vote to cut off debate and vote on the 
bill failed 46-53, well short of the 60 votes 
needed. 
 
The main points of contention revolved 
around provisions of the bill that would 
allow for a path to citizenship for some of 
the 12 million illegal immigrants currently 
in the country, as well as the creation of a 
guest worker program.  Conservatives 
maintained that the bill should focus on 
border security and opposed anything 
resembling amnesty for illegal immigrants, 
while some Democrats have expressed 
concerns about the guest worker program 
and the bill’s effect on keeping immigrant 
families together. 
 
Most observers believe that the Senate 
action has ended any possibility of 
immigration reform until after the 
November 2008 Presidential election. 
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JOB TRAINING 
House committee would reauthorize 
AmeriCorps, create training program for 
“green collar” workers.  The House 
Education and Labor Committee 
approved legislation (HR 2857) this 
week that would expand the national 
volunteer service program known as 
AmeriCorps and proposed a new 
program geared at preparing workers for 
the renewable fuels industry. 
 
The AmeriCorps program, administered 
by the Corporation for National and 
Community Service, places youth in 
community service jobs.  Created during 
the Clinton Administration, the program 
faced threats of elimination in the early 
years of the Bush Administration, but 
has since gained some momentum.  The 
measure would expand the number of 
AmeriCorps volunteers by 25,000 to 
100,000 and gradually increase their 
stipend from $4,725 to $5,225 by FY 
2012.  Other programs reauthorized by 
the legislation include the VISTA 
program, Learn and Serve America, and 
Senior Corps. 
 
The legislation would also authorize 
$125 million for the creation of a 
program at the Department of Labor to 
address worker shortages in “green” 
industries such as energy efficient 
building and construction, renewable 
electric power, energy efficient vehicles, 
and biofuels development.  The funding 
for the new program would not run 
through the traditional federal job 
training system – local workforce 
investment boards – which was the chief 
complaint of Republicans on the 
committee. 
 
GOP objections aside, the bill was 
ultimately approved unanimously by the 
committee, and moves to the House 
floor.  No Senate companion has been 
introduced. 
 
EMERG. MANAGEMENT 
House panel would authorize FEMA 
grant program.  The House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee approved legislation (HR 
2775) this week that would reauthorize 
t h e  E me r ge n c y M a n a ge me n t 
Performance Grant (EMPG) program, 
which provides formula grants to states 

to sustain and enhance state and local 
emergency management capabilities. 
 
The program has existed under several 
different forms since the 1950s, but the 
program in its current form has never 
been officially authorized.  The 
legislation is the response to attempts in 
recent years by the Bush Administration 
and the September 11 Commission to 
move the focus of the program away 
from all-hazards mitigation and toward 
terrorism preparedness.  Senate 
legislation (S 4) to implement some of 
the 9-11 Commission recommendations 
included the changes to the program, but 
HR 2775 would maintain the focus of 
the program and authorize it as an 
amendment to the Stafford Act. 
 
The legislation would authorize $400 
million for the EMPG program in FY 
2009, $450 million in FY 2010, and 
$500 million in FY 2011.  Congress 
appropriated $194 million for the 
program in FY 2007. 
 
The next step for the legislation is 
consideration on the House floor. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
HHS is accepting applications for the 
HIV/AIDS Health Promotion and 
Education Program for FY 2007.  Young 
minority populations are currently at the 
center of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  HHS 
will award funding to projects that aim 
to educate communities about 
HIV/AIDS risk factors with the intent of 
positively altering the future course of 
HIV/AIDS among young adult minority 
populations.  An estimated $2.3 million 
is available and $200,000 is the 
maximum amount that will be funded.  
HHS expects to award 12 applicants.  
The deadline for all applicants is July 30, 
2007.  For more information see June 
28th Federal Register notice, pages 
35477-35484. 
 
  







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 2, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Harry Heafer:  441-8035

FOURTH  OF  JULY  PATRIOTISM  ALSO  MEANS 
CLEANING  UP  YOUR  FIREWORKS

Along with the fun of celebrating the 4  of July comes a great deal of litter.  Fireworks leave ath

lot of debris behind after their flashy displays and sharp retorts.  Help keep your street, neighborhood

and Lincoln clean by picking up your firework debris. 

Besides being unsightly, the leftover debris gets washed down storm drains polluting our

streams and lakes.  “Picking up your firework leftovers should be done as soon as safely possible to

keep them from becoming litter,” said Harry Heafer, coordinator of the Keep Lincoln & Lancaster

County Beautiful program at the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  “At the very least, be

sure to sweep up all firework debris the next morning,” Heafer said. 

Remember, always practice safety first.  Allow duds to sit for several minutes and consider

wetting them with water to ensure they are completely extinguished before picking them up.  A metal

bucket or a bucket with sand or water works well as a temporary trash can.  Be sure all fireworks are

completely out before putting them with your regular trash. 

Have a fun, safe and clean 4  of July and help keep America beautiful.  It’s the patriotic thingth

to do.  

###



Tom Casady 
<tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/05/2007 11:44 AM
Please respond to

tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

To councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject FW: Fireworks

Ms. Jensen:
 
Councilman Cook asked me to respond to your email.
 
This is a citywide problem, and one that is long standing.  The prevalence of illegal fireworks and 
violation is so great, that it is virtually impossible for the police to stop the avalanche--particularly 
when a large percentage of the violators are otherwise solid citizens who obey the law.  It's 
simply a cultural phenomenon that exceeds our limited ability to respond effectively.  You may 
have noted my attempts to get some advance publicity on this issue, in the hopes of driving the 
problem down somewhat:
 
http://journalstar.com/articles/2007/06/30/news/local/doc4685854bcf606387055703.txt
 
http://lpd304.blogspot.com/2007/06/let-games-begin.html
 
Needless to say, these were about as ineffective this year as they have been in the past.  I think it 
would take a monumental shift in public attitudes to reign this back in.  About the only thing I can 
think of that might cause a deeper community discussion of this would be a proposal for a 
significant ordinance change--either completely banning all fireworks, or reverting to the more 
liberal State statute.  Either of those options would be easier to enforce.  At present, the local 
ordinance is not effective, and I am afraid that nothing short of a huge infusion of police 
enforcement efforts would make it effective.  Even if we had sufficient officers and funds to afford 
that (which we do not), the cost in police-community relations wood be even greater without a 
much stronger community consensus on this issue.
 
Rest assured, I , too was disturbed by this.  I picked hundreds of sticks from illegal bottle rockets 
out of my lawn, endured a night of combat in Cripple Creek, and was forced to avoid attending 
either of the block parties (I have a corner lot) because I knew it would put me in the untenable 
position of watching all the good neighbors setting off blatantly illegal fireworks.  
 
Regards,

Tom Casady
Chief of Police
Lincoln Police Department
575 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7237
mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

 

From: Kevin and Karen Jensen [mailto:kkjensen@neb.rr.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 04, 2007 10:35 PM



To: jcook@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Fireworks

Dear Mr. Cook,
 
As a resident in your district I would like to share with you some concerns I have about 
the fireworks policy in Lincoln and its enforcement.  I live on SW 33rd Street.  I'm quite 
surprised and rather alarmed by the types of fireworks that people are allowed to fire off 
in the city limits of Lincoln.  While we have large (deep) yards in this neighborhood, the 
streets are narrow and people's houses are close to the street and rather close together.  
As a result firework debris ends up all over the yards including in the yards of those 
people who are doing nothing with the fireworks.  The other concern I have the size of 
the fireworks that are being shot off.  High flying ones that are launched with such great 
force that if they went off incorrectly, they could cause serious injury or property damage.  
Also, the volume at which they go off is very great.  I don't feel that my house walls 
should shake due to neighborhood fireworks.  What I see being shot off are fireworks that 
I see in city displays where they are shot off away from people.  Why are they being 
allowed to be shot off in close proximity to people?  If some of these truly are illegal, then 
I would like to see more of a presence from the police department as they patrol.  If 
nothing else, the very loud ones are breaking sound ordinances and those need to be 
enforced.  If these aren't illegal, then I think some new guidelines need to be made.  We 
are in a city and there have to be limitations for safety and comfort of those in the area.  It 
is getting drier now and while the fireworks should be dead and not smoldering there is 
still a chance that a hot piece of debris could land somewhere that could start a fire.
 
The other thing that I would like to see being enforced is the days that fireworks are 
allowed to be shot off.  I had people on the block firing them off on July 2.  While I enjoy 
the 4th of July, I don't like being so startled by loud booms that aren't a necessary part of 
the day.  Plus, as a soon to be parent, I'm really hoping that my daughter is not to readily 
frightened by all of this, but babies often are afraid of loud noises.  They should be able 
to feel safe and calm in their own home.
 
Thank you for taking time to read my concerns.
 
Sincerely,
 
Karen Jensen



Tom Casady 
<tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/05/2007 11:44 AM
Please respond to

tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

To "'David Jean'" <cebucats2@yahoo.com>

cc jspatz@johnspatz.com, rhoppe@lincoln.ne.gov, 
councilpacket@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject RE: Night Club in Residential Area

Mr. Jean:
 
Councilman Spatz forwarded your concern to me.  Rest assured we have made many arrests in and 
around Club Opulence.  It is one of several downtown headaches for us, and we have also written liquor 
commission violation reports, as well.  If our officers ignored somebody with a loud automotive stereo, 
please accept my apology.  We are stretched for manpower downtown, and sometimes you have to make 
a strategic decision not to cause a more serious problem, or put yourself out-of-service when remaining 
vigilant for more serious things is important.  
 
We try to keep a low-key and non-aggressive presence around the downtown bars so as to prevent 
problems and to avoid being the triggering event for the kinds of alcohol-fueled riots that have plagued 
many communities. Do not mistake this for condoning this--we have expressed our concerns to the City 
Council, State Legislature, and Liquor Commission consistently and for many years about the 
proliferation of liquor licenses, the laxity of disciplinary action for violations, and the overwhelming crowds 
we are forced to deal with as the smallest police force per capita in the State.  
 
If we failed to meet your expectations on this one, I regret the failing.  I think any member of the Citizen 
Police Advisory Board could tell you that the most common complaint they deal with comes from these 
bar break police confrontations in the downtown area--normally, the complaints we are receiving are the 
exact opposite of yours--people complaining that they were being picked on or singled out by 
overly-aggressive officers, while minding their own business and doing nothing wrong.  
 
I promise we will keep trying, within the limits of our finite resources, to control the most outrageous 
behavior that is occurring around closing time near these establishments.  But this cultural and social 
phenomenon is not of our making, and we cannot reverse it without strong support by the entire 
community and by all our elected and appointed officials.  
 
Tom Casady
Chief of Police
Lincoln Police Department
575 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.441.7237
mailto:tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

 

From: David Jean [mailto:cebucats2@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 04, 2007 11:19 AM
To: tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Fw: Night Club in Residencial Area



----- Forwarded Message ----
From: John Spatz <jspatz@johnspatz.com>
To: David Jean <cebucats2@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 4, 2007 9:01:47 AM
Subject: RE: Night Club in Residencial Area

David,  

 

I am still reading your e-mails.  The Chief is frustrated by this type of stuff as well.  We had a long 
conversation about this.  Please forward your complaint to him and let me know what you hear.  
His e-mail is tcasady@lincoln.ne.gov

Stay in touch.

 

John

 

From: David Jean [mailto:cebucats2@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 04, 2007 2:48 AM
To: jspatz@johnspatz.com
Subject: Night Club in Residencial Area

 

ENOUGH!!!!
 
We here at the Crossroads Apartment complex have had enough. If that night club across the street here on 
O street is not removed from this block, either closed or relocated, than all the video and pictures we are 
taking each night when we are disturbed WILL go to the media outlets and our attorneys with the 

question; WHY?
 
You saw the pictures I emailed about the car driving on the sidewalk. I would include some from tonight 
but I'm too tire and don't want to take the time to download my camera phone pictures to the computer 
right now. Also my web cam is not close enough to my window for video from the computer..
 
Tonight I awoke to the blasting bass sounds of a car stereo and the yelling of over a couple hundred 

people hanging around outside this night club. Maybe because of the car's "music".
 
When I looked out the window thinking I should call the police I discovered that a couple of officers 
were already "on the scene" STANDING BY WATCHING AND LISTENING TO THE NOISE and 
NOT doing a thing about the car stereo!!!
 
Instead the police seem to react as "good old buddies" with the crowd and bar security. In fact, the car 



stereo appeared to be one of the bar security personnel's own cars. I didn't see one ticket issued OR any 
arrests. Cars were blocking the street and people were jay walking or else just standing in the traffic lanes.
 
It looks like the issuance of this bar permit was made without consideration for the IMPACT to our senior 
citizens who very soon will OUT NUMBER the irresponsibly youth of this city (and country). What 
level of city corruption is taking place here?
 

Such incidents threaten both public health and faith in the government's ability to control 
crime and corruption.
 
The arrogance of both the crowd and the police is unbelievable. I moved to this apartment because it was 
close to downtown, BUT there was NO bar nearby and the nights were Quiet!!
 
NO MORE.
 
You may not yet realize it John, but the American People are not going to put up with this kind of 
ineffective government on any level. Maybe my vote and those of my friends were ill casted.
 
What's YOUR home phone number so you and the Chief can share in our early morning "WAKE-UP" 
calls here on O Street . This does not seem to be the Police Department I knew and so proudly served with 
when I volunteered for them back in the mid 1990's before I went to Southeast Asia .
 
Maybe you are not reading these emails anymore. What's the Chief's direct personal email and I'll send 
copies directly to him too.
 
David

 

Moody friends. Drama queens. Your life? Nope! - their life, your story.
Play Sims Stories at Yahoo! Games. 

Yahoo! oneSearch: Finally, mobile search that gives answers, not web links. 



































































































































WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/01/2007 08:45 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Kathy Hardy
Address:  3111 North Hill Road Apt 101
City:     Lincoln, NE 68504

Phone:    402-438-3284
Fax:
Email:    katkat@windstream.net

Comment or Question:
Why isn't something being done to address the disproportionate amount of parks 
concentrated in the higher income part of town. It needs to be based equally. 
This is discrimination based on income. When newer parks are built they need 
to all incorporate items for the disabled children and adults that may be 
disabled. I live at 27th just north of Superior there are no parks out here. 
The one at 14th and Superior has no close parking and no trees.

Parks some are golf courses
Northwest-20
Northeast-29
Southwest-14
Southeast-43***

How about a water park in north Lincoln? Make it Handicapped Accessible for 
children and adults. With plenty of places in the shade. I have MS and use 
alot of cooling techniques as the elderly also try and do. The addition of 
shady spots would sure help.

Thank you
Support Representative for MSAA
(Multiple Sclerosis Association of America)
Kathy Hardy









bluevortex07 
<bluevortex07@yahoo.com> 

07/02/2007 03:25 PM

To council@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc

bcc

Subject Re:  Downtown---Attention all members

An open letter to all council persons:
It never ceases to amaze me the length of time and money this city spends concerning the 
downtown.  I was employed in the 60's at Miller&Paine.  At that time people were whining 
about dowtown and the parking problem.  So, how many years has this been going on and people 
still complain about the parking.  But some people just won't give it up.  They still think they can 
"save" downtown.  Lets see now, that is about 40 years.  They the city wants to attract more 
people to the area and congest it more.  On thing for sure......this city sure provides alot of 
entertainment on how they plan to "revitilize" downtown.   But I think it is getting way out of 
hand and extremely expensive to continue this ongoing problem.

  

TV dinner still cooling?
Check out "Tonight's Picks" on Yahoo! TV. 



AD D E N D U M 
T O 

 D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, JULY 9, 2007     

I. MAYOR -

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of July 7
through July 13, 2007 - Schedule subject to change.  

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Flags To Be Flown At Half Staff In Honor Of Cpl.
Workman.

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Scheduled On Railroad Quiet Zone Study.

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Scheduled On Water Main Improvements. 

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler Makes Budget Cuts To Hold City
Property Tax Steady.    

II. CITY CLERK -

1. Response E-Mail from Joan Ross to Rita Imlay - RE: Item #4, 07R-122 - On the
Agenda for 07/09/07 - Pending claims.     

III. CORRESPONDENCE

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS -

PLANNING

1. Memo from Sara Hartzell - RE: Availability of City Council Review Edition of
CIP (Council received copies of Report in their packets on 07/05/07).    

C. MISCELLANEOUS - NONE

daadd070907/ tjg



Date: July 6, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of July 7 through July 13, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, July 7

Monday, July 9

Wednesday, July 11

Thursday, July 12

Friday, July 13

Ribbon-cutting for Family Christian Stores, remarks - 8:20 a.m., Edgewood Shopping Center, entrance off 56th Street,
north of Highway 2

Presentation of 2007-2008 City budget - 10 a.m., City Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street

Nebraska Heart Institute 20th anniversary open house - 5 p.m., 7440 South 91st Street

Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 555 South 10th

Lincoln Young Professionals Group luncheon, remarks - 11:30 a.m., Ameritas, 5900 “O” Street
International visitor from Brussels, Belgium - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Office, 555 South 10th Street



FLAGS TO BE FLOWN AT HALF STAFF
 IN HONOR OF CPL. WORKMAN 

Governor Dave Heineman has granted the request of Mayor Chris Beutler for flags to be flown at half staff in 
Lincoln Saturday, July 7 until sunset in honor of Cpl. Dustin Lee Workman II of Greenwood, who was killed 
June 28 while on duty in Iraq.  Services are scheduled for 10 a.m. tomorrow at the New Covenant Community 
Church in Lincoln.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

- 30 -



OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULED ON RAILROAD QUIET ZONE STUDY

The public is invited to an open house Thursday, July 12 on a plan to create a railroad quiet zone along the 
BNSF Railway through the South Salt Creek neighborhood in southwest Lincoln.  The open house is from 5 
to 7 p.m. at Park Middle School, 855 South 8th Street.  Participants should use the south entrance.  A brief 
presentation will begin at 5:30 p.m., followed by an opportunity to discuss the project with the engineers 
working on the proposed quiet zone. 

Information will be available on the preliminary plans for the improvements necessary to create the quiet 
zone.  The following at-grade railroad crossings are included within the proposed quiet zone:

The potential safety measures that would allow for the silencing of train horns could include raised medians, 
one-way streets, four quadrant gates, temporary or permanent street closures and wayside horns.

For more information, contact Alicea McCluskey or Roger Figard with City Public Works and Utilities at 441-
7711 or Rick Haden with Kirkham Michael Consulting Engineers at 477-4240.  Information also is available 
on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: RTSD).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Roger Figard or Alicea McCluskey, Public Works, 441-7711

Rick Haden, Kirkham Michael Consulting Engineers, 477-4240

Park Boulevard near 3rd Street

South Street near 3rd Street

“D” Street at 3rd Street

“J” Street west of 4th Street

2nd Street at “J” Street

1st Street at “J” Street 
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OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULED ON WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS

The public is invited to an open house Thursday, July 12 on a water main improvement project in the area of 
Holdrege Street and Carlos Drive.  The open house is from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the Atrium at Capitol City 
Christian Church, 7800 Holdrege.  Those attending may park in the church lot and use the northwest entrance.  

The purpose of the project is to meet the increasing demand for water infrastructure as the City grows.  The 
project involves the installation of a 54-inch diameter water transmission main along Holdrege Street from 
about 87th Street west to Carlos Drive and along Carlos Drive connecting to the existing water main at the 
intersection with East Avon Lane.  It also includes additional sanitary sewer construction along Carlos Drive 
from East Avon Lane to Starr Street. 

Holdrege Street will have lane restrictions during construction, and it will be closed for a period of time at the 
intersection at Carlos Drive.  Portions of Carlos Drive will be closed as construction proceeds through the 
area.  Construction is anticipated to begin in late July. 

Representatives from the City Public Works and Utilities Department, Judds Brothers Construction and The 
Schemmer Associates will be available to discuss the construction schedule and coordination with residents in 
the area of the project area.

For more information, contact Kris Humphrey or Brian Dittman with Public Works and Utilities at 441-7711 
or Reggi Carlson with the Schemmer Associates at 488-2500.  Information on this and other City construction 
projects can be found on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 441-7592

Brian Dittmann, Engineering Services., 441-8326
Reggi Carlson, The Schemmer Associates, 488-2500
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Joan E Ross/Notes

07/09/2007 09:12 AM

To "Rita Imlay" <jazztap44@hotmail.com>

cc Tammy J Grammer/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Re: Presentation for City Council on Monday 7/9/07

Rita,
I am confirming receipt of your e-mail.  Thank you for sending this message in such a timely manner.  I am 
copying this response and your e-mail to the 
Council's secretary, Tammy Grammer.  She will ensure that all Council members receive this message 
prior to their 1:30 p.m. meeting today.

Joan Ross,  CMC
City Clerk
402/441-7438
Fax: 402/441-8325

"Rita Imlay" <jazztap44@hotmail.com>

"Rita Imlay" 
<jazztap44@hotmail.com> 

07/07/2007 03:46 PM

To <jross@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

Subject Presentation for City Council on Monday 7/9/07

I spoke to Assistant City Attorney Connor Reuter and was advised if I wished to have the 
City Council hear my request and I wasn't able to make the meeting I should write to you.  
I have also written to Jonathan Cook my Councilman.  This is the information I wrote to 
Mr. Cook and to you I'm attaching a photo.  Thank you for all your assistance & time in 
this matter.
 
My mailbox was hit,  broken and knocked down by a city snowplow on February 13, 2007.  
I called the City Attorney and was instructed to write the incident down and send an 
estimate. As you can see by the photo you should have been provided I have to totally 
replace the unit.  The 4x4 post was completely split in half and the box bent so it won't 
close adequately.  There isn’t any way it can be repaired.  Also, being a widow I can not do 
this myself.  My only option is to hire someone to do the work of replacing it after I 
purchase the products.
 
Cost of post ______ $39.00
Cost of mailbox ___ $10.00
Cost of labor _____ $75.00
Total:   $124.00
As you can see by the photo I hope you have been provided, I even have reflectors on the 
post to help others see it.  I also snowblow clear out into the street and streetside along 
the curb to help out the snowplows as well as the mailman for ease in getting to the mail 



box. I feel I have done everything I an possibly do to assist the city to see & avoid possible 
errors/destruction as well as the post office in taking care of their tasks.  I have been 
turned down in my quest to get reimbursed for the damage and now I'm appealing their 
decision.  I've been told I need to seek redress from the City Council which is why I'm 
referring this request to you.  Thank you very much for your time in address this issue.  
Mrs. Bud Imlay
 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



DISTRIBUTION OF CITY COUNCIL EDITION OF CIP

TO: City Council Members

FROM: Sara Hartzell, Planning

DATE: July 6, 2007

SUBJECT: Availability of City Council Review Edition of CIP

COPIES: File

Enclosed please find a copy of the City Council Review Edition of the FY 2007/08 - 2012/13. Please
use this version of the CIP as a reference during the upcoming budget review period. 

You may also access the City Council Review Edition of the FY 2007/08-2012/13 online. Once you
have logged onto the City’s InterLinc site (<www.lincoln.ne.gov>), follow these easy steps to view the
CIP document:

• In the box labeled “Search” type the letters CIP
• When you have reached the CIP page, select  City Council Review Edition FY 2007/08

- 2012/13
• Once you are on the City Council Review Edition page you can select the appropriate

chapters of the CIP

Each file has been created in a “pdf” format, which means that you and your staff will be able to print
copies of the CIP as you need them.

We would also request that you make this procedure known to members of your staff who may have a
need to have a copy of the CIP.

If you have any questions before July 23rd concerning the draft CIP document, how to view and print the
document, please call Michele Abendroth at 441-6164, or mabendroth@lincoln.ne.gov.  If you have
questions regarding CIP process or content please contact Kent Morgan at 441-7491 or
kmorgan@lincoln.ne.gov .   July 23rd, I will return to the office and you may contact me at 441-6372 or
shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov.  Thanks.

Q:\CIP\07-2013\City Council Review Ed\CC_cced_ltr.wpd
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