
IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2007

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of July 21 through July

27, 2007.  (Distributed to City Council on 07/20/07)
*2. NEWS ADVISORY. City Council Tentative Changes to Recommended Budget Available

on 5CITY-TV (Time Warner Cable Channel 5)
*3. Petition on Retaining Services of Lifetime Health in City Budget. 
*4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Calls for Continued Voluntary Water Conservation.  
*5. NEWS ADVISORY. News Conference, 9:45 am Thursday, July 26, 2007, at the Blood

Bank’s Downtown Facility, 131 South 13th Street. Mayor Beutler and Representatives of
the Community Blood Bank Will Discuss Recent Blood Shortage.  

*6. Response from Lin Quenzer, Ombudsman, to Rob Schupbach’s Email (Attached) 
Regarding Paint Fumes.

*7. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Thanks Blood Donors for Response to Emergency.
*8. Washington Post, July 20, 2007.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
 1. Receipt of email from Rev. Hughes B. Morris on Financial Cutbacks Requested from the

Lincoln Area Agency on Aging.
 2. Response to Rev. Morris from Mayor Chris Beutler. 
 3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Appoints Three to Planning Commission.  
 4. NEWS RELEASE. Upgrading of Peter Pan Skate Park Under Way. 
 5. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Lincoln Fire and Rescue Badge Ceremony.
 6. NEWS RELEASE. StarTran Introduces New Fare Cards.
 7. Washington Report, July 27, 2007.
   

II. DIRECTORS

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
*1. Letter from Bob Workman, Chairman, to Lincoln-Lancaster County Public Building

Commission. Expansion of Smoke-Free Policy to Include Building Grounds.  

FINANCE BUDGET DEPARTMENT
*1. July Sales Tax Reports:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2001-2002 Through

2006-2007;
c) Sales Tax Refunds, 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007.

FINANCE TREASURER DEPARTMENT
*1. Monthly City Cash Report. 
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LIBRARIES
*1. Letter from Carol Connor, Library Director, with Attachments of Letters and Resumes of

Six Persons Interested in Being Appointed to the Library Board. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
  1. Special Permit No. 07028. Nonprofit Educational and Philanthropic Institution -

Nebraska Family Council - Northeast Corner of So. 11th Street and “E” Street.
Resolution No. PC-01065.

  2. Special Permit No. 07022. Expansion of Nonstandard Single-Family Dwelling, 4040 “C”
Street. Resolution No. PC-01067.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Annexation by Ordinance, No. 18937. Effective June 26, 2007, 309.37 Acres.
*2. Sterling Hills 2nd Addition. Final Plat No. 07010. Generally Located at South 37th Street

and Yankee Hill Road. 
*3. Charleston Heights Addition Final Plat No. 06083. Generally Located at North 14th Street

and Humphrey Avenue.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES 
*    1. ADVISORY. 56th Street and Elkcrest Drive Intersection Safety Improvement Project.

Project No. 700846.   
*2. ADVISORY. Water Main Project No. 700294. St. Paul Avenue; 42nd - 47th Street.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
 1. Reply from Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer, Regarding Lincoln North Creek

Street Lighting.
 a) Letter from Gregory S. Nielsen, Lincoln North Creek LLC. Letter Regarding

Concerns  With Street Lighting in the North Creek Development.  

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

JON CAMP
*1. Response from Dan Wright, Interim Fire Chief, Regarding the EMS Enterprise Fund

Utilities and Explanation Regarding Workers Comp with EMS and General Fund.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Email from, and Response to, Andrea Dickey Regarding Cutting Firefighters Budget. 
  2. Email from, and Response to, Norma Kamtz Regarding Continuing to Fund Lifetime

Health for Senior Citizens. 
  3. Email from, and Response to, Marlys French Regarding City Budget Cut on the Lifetime

Health Program of the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging. 
  4. Email from, and Response to, Bob Cunningham Regarding Budgets on Firefighters and

County Receiving City Taxes. 
  5. Response to Email from Interim Fire Chief Danny D. Wright to Council Chair Marvin on

LFR Budget. 
  6. Email from, and Response to, Reba Schafer, Director for Lincoln Area Agency on

Agency Prior to Retirement in 2000 Regarding Maintaining Services to Older Adults and
Final Budget Cuts. 
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  7. Email from, and Response to, Pat Scott. Find Funding to Continue the Life Time Health
Program’s Care and Services to the Elderly in Lincoln.    

  8. Response from Public Works and Utilities to Don Wright’s Concern on the Railroad
Crossing at South 56th Street and Old Cheney Road.   

  9. Email from Bob Kacvinsky on Requiring Talent Plus to Use Pollution Free Lighting in
Expansion Plans, Giving Consideration to Neighbors, Hyde Observatory and the City. 

10. Email from Norma Kamtz. Agree with User Fee Idea to Keep Lifetime Health
Operational, with Fee Determined by Income.

11. Email from Marlys French. User Fee Program Could Work, Not Being Too Expensive for
Seniors on a Fixed Income.

12. Email from Ken Ring Agreeing With a User Fee for the Lifetime Health Program,
Structured for Everyone to Pay According to Income.    

 
JONATHAN COOK
*1. Letter from Sharon Fry. Thanks for Supporting our Fire Department.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Letter from Mrs. Abe B. Sidiki. Do Not Allow Senior Services to be Cut. Do not Make

the Seniors Responsible for Mismanagement of City Funds. Perhaps an Appropriate Fee
Could be Charged to Keep Program.

  2. Letter from Charlotte D. Frank. Reconsider Proposed Budget Cuts to Lincoln Area
Agency on Aging.    

DOUG EMERY
*1. Letter from Sharon Fry. Thank you for Supporting the Fire Department.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
1. Letter from Lina Driscoll Requesting the Belmont Aging Center Remain Open.

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Response from Dan Wright, Interim Fire Chief, Regarding Proposed Ethics Education and

Proposed Cost for Ethics Training.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
1. Letter from Tracie Foreman, Aging Specialist/LAAA/Lifetime Health, Stating Facts in

Response to Comments Made About the Lifetime Health Program. (Received for, and
Distributed to Other Council Members on 08/02/07)   

DAN MARVIN
*1. Memo from Dan Wright, Interim Fire Chief, Regarding Impact on Lincoln Fire and

Rescue if Another $250,000 is Reduced from the Fiscal Year 07-08 Budget.
*2. Letter from Sharon Fry. Thank you for Supporting our Fire Department.

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Letter from a Concerned Citizen Regarding Lincoln Fire Department Supervisory

Employees.
  2. Letter from Theresa Hohmeie. Oppose Elimination of Lincoln Area Agency Lifetime

Health Program.
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JOHN SPATZ
Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Letter from Alice Stillahn. Do Not Close Belmont Active Age Services.
  2. Letter from Arlene and Herman Gerlach. Reconsider Closing the Active Age Center at

Belmont Senior Center. Would be Unable to Attend Another Center.  
  3. Letter from Donald L. Jewell. Keep Center Open. Live at Malone Manor.
  4. Letter from Wallace Gant. Need Maxey Center, Do Not Close.
  5. Letter from Kent H. Bankson. Keep Maxey Center Open. 
  6. Letter from Roberta Malolen. Keep Senior Centers Open.
  7. Letter from Iren Hraban. Keep Maxey Center Open.
  8. Letter from Harlan Chamberlain. Support Keeping the Maxey Senior Center Open.
  9. Letter from Juanita McWilliams. Keep Open the Senior Maxey Center Located at the

Malone Community Center.
10. Letter from Joy Snell. Keep the Maxey Center Open.

 
KEN SVOBODA
*1. Response from Dan Wright, Interim Fire Chief, Regarding Question of FEMA Grant, the

Cooperative Agreement Reimbursement to General Fund for Assistant Chief Huff.   

Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Letter from a Concerned Citizen Regarding Lincoln Fire Department Supervisory

Employees. 

 V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Russell Miller on Police and Taxes.
*2. Correspondence from Dana Roper, City Attorney. Consequences for Allowing Propane

Tanks on Balconies. 
*3. Letter from Nan Graf.  Eliminate Expensive Fireworks Display, and Keep Kuklin Pool

Open.
*4. Letter from Phyllis Roehl. Suggestions/Comments on City Budget. 
*5. Email from Paul Haith. Comments on Budget, and Councilman Cooks’ Comment on the

Lincoln Fire Department. 
*6. Comments from Jason Stege on City Council Actions at Meeting on 07-23-07. 
*7. Forwarded Email. Budget Priorities, Taking care of Elderly Not Commercially

Desirable/Profitable. 
*8. Email from G. Fisher. Understanding Fire Department’s Needs to Operate and Required

Needs.  
*9. Correspondence from Neighbors of Talent Plus to Comply with Written Requests if Talent

Plus is Allowed to Expand. (Distributed to Council Members on 07/26/07) 
      *10. Email from Bob Norris. Comments, Suggestions on the Budget.

Emails Received Week of July 30, 2007 Regarding Keeping the Senior Lifetime Health 
Program and Senior Centers Open
*1. Phone call from Melva Buhrdorf.
*2. Message Sent to Action Center.
*3. Letters From the Word Weaver’s Calvert Writing Group. Explanation of Participation in

Various Programs/Activities at the Calvert Senior Center.
*4. Letter sent to Councilmen Jonathan Cook and Dan Marvin from Frances Bockelman.

Continue to fund the Lifetime Health Program. 
*5. Letter from Cy Miller. Keep the Calvert Senior Center Open, Plus Suggestions on Budget.
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*6. Email from Lisa Henning. Very Saddened and Concerned with Ending the Lifetime Health
Program.   

*7. Email from Gerald D. Poppe. Use Lifetime Health Programs, Consider Keeping in Budget. 
*8. Letter from Lavaughn Oorlog. With Different Location for Calvert Senior Center Keep Fee

Paid Previously to Parks and Recreation Department. 
*9. Email from Shirley Maly. Abolishment of the Lifetime Health in Aging Services seems to

lack foresight and common sense. Lifetime Health offers affordable preventative care.  
      *10. Letter from Lisa A. Taylor. Do not eliminate Lifetime Health.

 *11. Note from Berena Snyder. Need the Calvert Center.
 *12. Letter from Gertrude N. Involved in ActivAge Programs for 28 Years. 
 *13. Letter from Adolph L. Attending Belmont ActivAge Program Since Inception.
 *14. Letter from Ann Yeager. Seriously Against Budget Cuts Closing Senior Centers.
 *15. Letter from Jennie Tesch. Do Not Close the Senior Centers.

  *16. Letter from Sam B. Cuts from Seniors and Youth Programs Absurd. 
 *17. Letter from Lincoln Citizen. Do Not Close Belmont ActivAge Program. 
 *18. Letter from Henry T. Upset at Closing Senior Centers, Especially the Belmont Center.
 *19. Letter from Effie J. Depend on Belmont Rec Center for Resources.
 *20. Letter from John B. Disappointed Belmont Senior Center is Closing.
 *21. Letter from a Concerned Lincolnite. Use the Belmont ActivAge Program after Surgery.
 *22. Letter from Lyle and Shirley. Upset on the Closing of the Belmont Senior Center. 
 *23. Letter from Ann Yeager. Concerned on Cutting Aging Programs.
 *24. Letter from Connie B. Father Uses Belmont Senior Center.
 *25. Letter from Charlotte Macku. Sad to Take Away Services for the Elderly.
 *26. Letter from Mark F. Need to Keep Services at Belmont Center in Place.   
 *27. Letter from Concerned Citizen of Lincoln with Concern for the Lifetime Health Program.

(Distributed to Council Members on 07/26/07)
 *28. Email from Joyce Morgan. Keep the Calvert Center Open. Deeply Offended if Maintaining

a Golf Course over Senior Centers.  
*29. Email from Patricia Lehecka. Do Not Cut Lifetime Health Budget. Vote in the Best

Interests of Lincoln Senior Citizens.      

Miscellaneous Correspondence Received Week of August 6, 2007
  1. Email from Teri Bullock. Very Disappointed in Proposed Cuts Affecting the Youngest and

Oldest Members of our City. 
  2. Email from Bob And Barbara Boyce. Proposed Sewage Treatment Plant, SW Wastewater

Facility, by Wilderness Park Again in the CIP Budget at a Cost of $5.6 Million. 
  3. Email from Sara Friedman. Reasons to Vote to Remove the Entire Entry of the SW

Wastewater Facility Improvements from the Budget. 
  4. Email from Coby Mach, Executive Director of Lincoln Independent Business Association

(LIBA) Responding to Russell Miller’s Letter to the Mayor and City Council Regarding
the Lancaster Event Center.

  5. Position Statement from LIBA Regarding the Storm Water Bond Issue. 
  6. Letter from Kathryn Westwood Giving Suggestions for the Lincoln City Budget. 
  7. Email from Pam James. Preserve Wilderness Park as a Natural Heritage Sight. 
  8. Email from M. Harvey Regarding Maintenance of Trees Along Winthrop Road.
  9. Email from Steve Crouch with Suggestions.
 10. Email from Josh Mehlin Thoughts on Returning to Lincoln.  
 11. Letter from Dr. Theresa de Langis on the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission.
 12. Letter and Resolution No. 490 from the Airport Authority. 
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 13. Email from Kathy Pauley, National Association of Commissions for Women, Regarding
the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission.

 14. Letter from Kathy Pauley, National Association of Commissions for Women, State of
West Virginia, Department of Health and Human Resources, Regarding Lincoln-Lancaster
Women’s Commission. 

 15. Letter from Robert Garrison Regarding the Homestead Tax Exemption Program Being
Capped and Seeking Answers.

 16. Email from Sam Johnson. Think of Residents at 70th and Pioneers and Deny the Land Sale
to Talent Plus.  

 17. Letter from Erik Hubl, Hyde Memorial Observatory. For Land Sale to Talent Plus have
Written Terms of Sale on Lighting Cutoff Times, Minimum Amount of Lighting, and
Reflective Surfaces. 

Emails Received Week of August 6, 2007 Regarding Keeping the Senior Lifetime Health 
Program and Senior Centers Open
  1. Letter from Lisa A. Taylor. Mother Uses Programs and Also Gives Back to Community.
  2. Email from Margaret Elley Distressed over Cuts Asked of the Lincoln Area Agency on

Aging Members.
  3. Email from Rev. Hughes B. Morris. Dismayed on Financial Cutback Requested from the

Lincoln Area Agency on Aging.  
  4. Email from Theresa Parker. Vote No to mayor Beutler’s Proposed Budget Cut for the

Lincoln Area Agency on Aging. 
  5. Letter from Frank Coyne. Keep Maxey Center Open. 
  6. Letter from Josephine Foutz. Do Not Close Senior Centers. 
  7. Letter from Florence Joseph. Keep Senior Maxey Center Open.  
  8. Letter from Maggie Whirl. Allow Consideration for Keeping the Maxey Center Senior

Program. 
  9. Letter from Donna Busch. Programs Like Lifetime Health Needed in Our Community. 
10. Letter from Jo Wallick. Do Not Eliminate the Calvert ActivAge Center. Come and

Personally Visit the Class. 
11. Letter from Betty Wilken. Do Not Eliminate the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging Lifetime

Health Program. This Community Should Serve People of All Ages.  
12. Letter from J. Houk. Volunteer at the Maxey Senior Center which Provides Individuals in

Wheelchairs, with Canes, Walkers a Balanced Meal and Socialization. Give Consideration
to Keep Open. (Council Members Received Individual Copies on 08/02/07)

13. Statement from Senior Citizens and Other Citizens and Five (5) Pages of Signatures
Asking for Continued Funding for the Maxey Senior Diner Program at the Malone
Community Center. (Council Members Received Individual Copies on 08/02/07)  

  
* HELD OVER FROM JULY 30, 2007.

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da080607.wpd/mmm



Mayor@ci.lincoln.ne.us 
Sent by: 
LQuenzer@ci.lincoln.ne.us

07/27/2007 04:41 PM

To OPENEAR2@aol.com

cc Council@lincoln.ne.gov, mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: Life Time Health Program

Thanks for coming forward with your perspective on the City budget.  Your
comments about the reductions in services provided by the Lincoln Area
Agency on Aging are appreciated.  I'm forwarding your comments to Rick
Hoppe, the mayoral aide who deals with budget policies for Mayor Beutler.

Sincerely,

Lin Quenzer
Ombudsman, City of Lincoln
Office of the Mayor
555 South 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE  68508
(402) 441-7511
lquenzer@lincoln.ne.gov

OPENEAR2@aol.com

07/27/2007 04:22                                           To
PM                        mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

cc
Council@lincoln.ne.gov

Subject
Life Time Health Program

Good Morning, Mayor and Council,

During the past year I have been a part of the LAAA WPS here in Lincoln.  I
have been impressed in the variety of services which Lincoln has provided
for senior citizens.  However, I was dismayed when I read/heard that
financial cutbacks have been requested from the Lincoln Area Agency on
Aging.  I would join in the concern expressed by my friend and colleague,
Rev. Robert Neben.

I am very distressed over the amount of money this agency is being asked
to reduce in the recent budget proposal.  The senior citizens of our
community are being asked to give up some very important services; services
that are needed to help them maintain good health through nutritional
meals, exercise programs, foot care, blood pressure checks, and social



interactions that many of them do not get elsewhere.  These are people who
are on limited incomes and cannot always afford to receive these services
in other places, because they do not have the funds to do so.  It would
seem inevitable that many of this group would have no option other than to
be placed on the welfare roles in order to obtain the type of care they now
have available at the senior centers.

I sincerely hope that you will reconsider the cuts you are asking for from
the LAAA, that seniors will not be put in a position of sacrificing their
health status because the facilities they have had open to them are no
longer there.  These people, who have given so much over the years to our
community, deserve better!

Sincerely,

Rev. Hughes B. Morris, Jr.
1919 So 50th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the
original message.



Mayor@ci.lincoln.ne.us 
Sent by: 
LQuenzer@ci.lincoln.ne.us

07/27/2007 04:44 PM

To OPENEAR2@aol.com

cc Council@lincoln.ne.gov, mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: Life Time Health Program

July 27, 2007

Dear Rev. Morris:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding proposed cuts to the budget of
the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging.  I appreciate hearing from constituents
about issues important to them.

This year’s budget process was particularly difficult.  When I entered
office two months ago, I faced a $9 million gap between revenues and
expenditures.  I asked all departments to submit a budget that was 94% of
their respective current budgets.  Working from that baseline, I then
focused on core city services–services like police, fire and 911, which
benefit every member of our community.  Public safety requires that these
services be maintained.  The budget shortfall therefore required that the
other city departments suffer a loss.

These are cuts that I did not want to make.  I understand the value of
programs like Lifetime Health.  But during these times of decreasing
revenues and increasing costs, I was forced to make very difficult
decisions with respect to every department.

I look forward to an on-going discussion with the community throughout the
next four years as we formulate our vision for Lincoln’s future.  To that
end, I thank you, again, for your letter, and I invite your continued
participation in this discussion.

Sincerely,

Chris Beutler
Mayor of Lincoln

OPENEAR2@aol.com

07/27/2007 04:22                                           To
PM                        mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

cc
Council@lincoln.ne.gov

Subject
Life Time Health Program



Good Morning, Mayor and Council,

During the past year I have been a part of the LAAA WPS here in Lincoln.  I
have been impressed in the variety of services which Lincoln has provided
for senior citizens.  However, I was dismayed when I read/heard that
financial cutbacks have been requested from the Lincoln Area Agency on
Aging.  I would join in the concern expressed by my friend and colleague,
Rev. Robert Neben.

I am very distressed over the amount of money this agency is being asked
to reduce in the recent budget proposal.  The senior citizens of our
community are being asked to give up some very important services; services
that are needed to help them maintain good health through nutritional
meals, exercise programs, foot care, blood pressure checks, and social
interactions that many of them do not get elsewhere.  These are people who
are on limited incomes and cannot always afford to receive these services
in other places, because they do not have the funds to do so.  It would
seem inevitable that many of this group would have no option other than to
be placed on the welfare roles in order to obtain the type of care they now
have available at the senior centers.

I sincerely hope that you will reconsider the cuts you are asking for from
the LAAA, that seniors will not be put in a position of sacrificing their
health status because the facilities they have had open to them are no
longer there.  These people, who have given so much over the years to our
community, deserve better!

Sincerely,

Rev. Hughes B. Morris, Jr.
1919 So 50th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of theoriginal message.



MAYOR APPOINTS THREE TO PLANNING COMMISSION

Mayor Chris Beutler today appointed Leirion Gaylor Baird, Wendy Francis and Robert Moline to the 
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission.   The appointments must be approved by the City Council 
and County Board.  They will replace Jon Carlson, Gerry Krieser and Mary Strand, whose terms expire in this 
month.   Planning Commissioners serve six-year terms.

“The Planning Commission plays an important role in the development of our city, and I am pleased that these 
three outstanding individuals have agreed to serve the community in this way,” said Mayor Beutler.

Gaylor Baird has a bachelor’s degree in history from Yale University and master’s degree in comparative 
social research and social policy from the University of Oxford in England.   Before moving to Lincoln, she 
was the Director of the Center for a New Generation at the Boys and Girls Club of the Peninsula in Menlo 
Park and East Palo Alto, California.  She also served as a fiscal and policy analyst in the San Francisco 
Mayor’s Office of Finance and Legislative Affairs.  In Lincoln, she has been active in Friends of the Lincoln 
Children’s Museum, Friends of Pioneers Park Nature Center Board and the Friendship Home.

Francis is a Realtor® with Woods Brothers Realty.   She is active in the REALTORS® Association of 
Lincoln, serving as a Director and as Chair of the Affordable Housing Committee.  She also serves on the 
police/neighborhood task force and is a member of the Public Policy and Governmental Affairs committees.  
In the Nebraska REALTORS® Association, she is chair of the Equal Opportunity and Diversity Advisory 
Council Committee and of the Professional Standards Review Committee.   She is on the Lincoln 
Commission on Human Rights and on the Board of the NE American Civil Liberties Union and has served on 
the Lincoln YWCA Board.  

Moline is CEO and President of HomeServices of Nebraska, the holding company for HOME Real Estate, 
Woods Bros. Realty and several other business in the field of real estate.   He has a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration and accounting from the University of Nebraska - Lincoln and has been a CPA since 
1983.   He is a member of the National, Nebraska and Lincoln REALTORS® Associations and other trade 
organizations.  He is on the Nebraska Educational Telecommunications Commission and is a past member of 
the Nebraska Real Estate Commission.  He is active on the boards of Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra and the 
Boy Scouts – Cornhusker Council.

The nine-member Planning Commission is responsible for helping to develop a comprehensive land use plan 
for Lancaster County and for making policy recommendations to the City Council and County Board.   State 
statute requires counties to form planning commissions if a primary class city (population 100,000 to 300,000) 
is located in the county.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 2, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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UPGRADING OF PETER PAN SKATE PARK UNDER WAY

The upgrading of the Peter Pan skate park at 32nd and “W” streets began this week.  The   equipment 
installed in 2001 was removed today.  A perimeter fence is scheduled to be installed tomorrow, and the 
installation of the new equipment will begin this week, weather permitting.  The City Parks and 
Recreation Department said the new equipment is expected to be open for use on Tuesday, August 21.

The wood-framed skate park equipment at the park had reached the end of its useful life.  It is being 
replaced with new steel-framed equipment in a similar configuration to the current layout. 

For more information, contact J.J. Yost at Parks and Recreation at 441-8255.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 31, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: J.J. Yost, Parks and Recreation, 441-8255
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PUBLIC INVITED TO BADGE CEREMONY

The public is invited to welcome the newest members of Lincoln Fire and Rescue at a ceremony at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, August 2 at the Firefighter Reception Hall, 241 Victory Lane.  Mayor Chris Beutler and Interim 
Fire Chief Danny Wright will present badges to five recruits who have completed the department’s training 
requirements: Nic Cunningham, Mark DeForge, Dave Keber, Ryan Moser and Jason Urkoski.

LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE
1801 “Q” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-8350, fax 441-7098

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 1, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Acting Deputy Chief Kim McKay,  441-8356
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CONGRESS 
Focus is on FY 2008 budget as Members look 
to August recess.  Both the House and Senate 
spent virtually the entire week on FY 2008 
budget bills, as leaders looked to wrap up as 
much of the spending debate as possible 
before returning home for a month-long 
recess at the end of next week. 
 
The House engaged in several hours of debate 
this week over the FY 2008 appropriations 
bills for the Departments of Transportation, 
Housing and Urban Development (THUD) 
and Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS).  
Democratic leaders were able to turn back 
dozens of Republican amendments to alter the 
bills -- including the now requisite attempts 
by Rep. Jeff Flake (R-AZ) to remove selected 
earmarks -- and each bill was ultimately 
approved by wide margins.  Details on each 
of the spending bills may be found in the July 
13 Washington Report. 
 
Meanwhile, the Senate began floor debate on 
its first FY 2008 spending bill, for the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS).  
As has been the case in the Senate much of 
the year, debate has been slow, but the 
measure was approved late Thursday.  
Partisan rhetoric in that chamber has 
increased in recent weeks to levels normally 
only seen in the House, with Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-NV) accusing his GOP 
colleagues of slowing floor activity for 
political purposes, while Republicans claim 
that Reid could accelerate things by not 
forcing issues that have no chance of passage 
(such as Iraq withdrawal measures) to gain a 
political advantage. 
 
Reid has also made threats that the long 
August recess for Senators could be in 
jeopardy if they do not make progress on a 
number of items.  He listed four “essential 
items” that must be completed before the 

break could begin: the DHS appropriations 
bill (which was completed), lobbying and 
e t h i c s  r e f o r m s ,  i m p l e m e n t i n g 
recommendations of the 9-11 Commission, 
and expanding the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP). 
 
Meanwhile, House members will take up 
appropriations bills for the Department of 
Agriculture and Defense next week, and 
likely a conference report on the Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA) as well 
as comprehensive energy legislation.  There 
have been no threats to shorten the House 
recess, and Members are expected to 
complete their business by Friday August 3 
and return to Washington on September 4. 
 
FARM BILL 
House approves Farm Bill.  The House today 
approved legislation (HR 2419) that would 
reauthorize farm subsidy, agricultural 
research, rural development and nutrition 
programs through FY 2012 at a cost of $286 
billion. 
 
The defeat last night of an amendment 
(known as the Kind Amendment) that would 
have significantly scaled back traditional 
subsidy programs cleared the way for passage 
today by a vote of 231-191.  Nineteen 
Republicans from farm states voted for the 
bill while 14 liberal Democrats voted against 
the measure. 
 
The sound defeat (117-309) of the Kind 
Amendment was a victory for Democratic 
leadership, who feared that such substantial 
changes to farm policy would have divided 
their caucus, stymied the farm bill and 
complicated the reelection efforts of farm 
state Democrats from conservative-leaning 
districts.  Passage of HR 2419 will allow 
those lawmakers to head home for the August 
recess with a major accomplishment. 

CITY OF 
LINCOLN 
Washington 

Office 

Volume 13, Issue 25 
July 27, 2007 

WASHINGTON REPORT 

CONGRESS FOCUSES ON BUDGET ISSUES 

FARM BILL ................................1 

WATER RESOURCES ...............2 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS.......2 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES........2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRESS.................................1 

INSIDE: 

_________ 
 

Washington Report 
_________ 

 
Archived at: 

www.capitaledege.com/
archive.html  
_________ 

 
 
 

Carolyn C. Chaney 
chaney@capitaledge.com  

 
Christopher F. Giglio 

giglio@capitaledge.com 
 

Amanda Carvajal 
acarvajal@capitaledge.com 

 
 

Chaney & Associates 
1212 New York Ave., NW 

Suite 250 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
(202) 842-4930 

Fax: (202) 842-5051 
www.capitaledge.com 

 



 

However, the demise of the Kind 
Amendment was a blow to urban areas, 
environmental organizations, anti-hunger 
organizations, budget hawks and 
proponents of free trade.  The amendment 
united those strange bedfellows because it 
would have significantly scaled back farm 
subsidies, limited those subsidies to 
farmers earning $250,000 or less and 
directed the resulting savings towards 
conservation programs, nutrition programs, 
rural development programs, fruit and 
vegetable growers, locally-based 
agriculture programs and deficit reduction. 
 
The bill approved by the House would 
limit subsidies to farmers earning $1 
million or less, substantially increase 
support for fruit and vegetable growers and 
for locally-based agriculture, increase 
funding for nutrition programs, including 
Food Stamps, and modestly increase 
funding for conservation programs.  
Without the specter of the Kind 
Amendment, the Agriculture Committee 
would likely not have made even those 
modest changes to farm policy. 
 
The House ultimately approved HR 2419 
today despite a White House veto threat 
and Republican objections to language in 
the bill written by Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-
TX) that would offset $7.5 billion of the 
spending in the bill by eliminating a tax 
benefit for foreign-owned companies with 
operations in the United States. 
 
WATER RESOURCES 
Conferees complete water resources 
measure.   After working late into the 
night, House-Senate conferees finalized 
legislation (HR 1495) to reauthorize the 
Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) for the first time since 2000.  The 
bill would authorize hundreds of Army 
Corps of Engineers flood control, 
navigation and environmental restoration 
projects. 
 
While the conference report is not yet 
available, both House and Senate 
negotiators were preparing to cut dozens of 
projects from the final bill in order to 
reduce the overall cost of the bill.  The 
House-approved version totaled $14 billion 
while the Senate version would cost $13.2 
billion, but since each bill contains 
different projects conferees could not “split 
the difference” and the final price tag is 
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expected to be approximately $21 
billion. 
 
House and Senate conferees expressed 
hope that their respective chambers 
could clear the final bill for the 
President’s signature before the 
congressional recess begins on August 3.  
However, it remains unclear whether 
that signature will be forthcoming.  The 
White House has expressed concern 
about the cost of the bill but a formal 
veto threat has not been made.  The 
absence of such a threat makes conferees 
optimistic about enactment of the bill in 
the next few weeks. 
  
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Congress considering extension of 
moratorium on state and local taxation of 
Internet access.  With the current 
moratorium, which was first enacted in 
1998, set to expire later this year, a 
debate over whether to make the ban 
permanent has begun. 
 
The telecommunications industry has 
long sought a permanent extension, but 
state and local government organizations 
counter that constant changes in 
technology would make permanency 
short-sighted.  The organizations point to 
earlier attempts by the industry to 
change the definition of Internet access 
in previous moratorium extensions 
a l l o w i n g  a l m o s t  a l l  l o c a l 
telecommunications fees and taxes to be 
included under the ban. 
 
Bills in both the House and Senate to 
enact a permanent moratorium were 
introduced earlier this year and have 
significant bipartisan support.  Some of 
those bills would also eliminate a 
grandfather clause that allows 
communities that were taxing Internet 
access prior to 1998 to continue to do so.  
However, Senator Lamar Alexander (R-
TN) and Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) have 
introduced a measure (S 1435) that 
would extend the current moratorium for 
four years and keep the grandfather 
clause intact. 
 
No companion bill to Alexander-
Feinstein has been introduced n the 
House, but Rep. Linda Sanchez (D-CA) 
is considering proposing a six or eight 
year extension that also reportedly may 

make some changes to the definition of 
Internet access.  State and local 
government organizations are working 
with Sanchez to ensure that franchise 
fees and other telecommunications fees 
that help maintain local rights-of-way 
are protected. 
 
Sanchez held a hearing on the 
moratorium issue this week in a 
subcommittee of the House Judiciary 
Committee.  With the exception of 
testimony from the National Governors’ 
Association, there was little to no 
opposition to a permanent extension of 
the moratorium, even from committee 
members with a local government 
background. 
 
No formal action on any of these bills 
has been scheduled to date in either the 
House or Senate. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Justice 
The DOJ has announced the Sex 
Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, 
Apprehending, Registering, and 
Tracking (SMART) Office Support 
Grant Program for FY 2007.  Funding 
will be provided to enhance sex offender 
registration and notification programs. 
$12.8 million is available and a 
maximum of $300,000 will be awarded.  
The deadline for applications is 
September 4, 2007.  For more 
information see: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/07S
MARTttaSol.pdf. 
 
Department of Homeland Security 
DHS will be accepting applications for 
the $115 million Staffing for Adequate 
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) 
Grant for FY 2007.  Funding will be 
awarded to agencies to assist with 
increasing staffing and deployment 
capabilities.  The deadline for all 
applications is August 31, 2007.  For 
more information on the program and 
applicant tutorials, go to: 
www.firegrantsupport.com. 
 
  
  



















Maggie Kellner/Notes 

07/27/2007 03:50 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Lincoln North Creek Street Lighting

Maggie Kellner
Administrative Aide I
City of Lincoln Engineering Services
531 Westgate Blvd., Suite 100
Lincoln, NE  68528
402-441-7456
----- Forwarded by Maggie Kellner/Notes on 07/27/2007 03:48 PM -----

Randy W Hoskins/Notes 
Sent by: Maggie Kellner

07/27/2007 03:32 PM

To "Greg Nielsen" <GNielsen@NEB.RR.com>

cc Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Linda K Quenzer/Notes@Notes, 
Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Maggie 
Kellner/Notes@Notes, Dennis D Bartels/Notes@Notes, Scott 
A Opfer/Notes@Notes, Thomas S Shafer/Notes@Notes

Subject Fw: Lincoln North Creek Street Lighting

The City's policy on lighting arterial streets has changed in response to funding needs and the way that 
streets are being built.  As we try to stretch our limited road building dollars, it has become necessary for 
us to reduce our standards for lighting streets during the temporary phase before the entire street is 
constructed.  When an ultimate 4 through lane street is built initially with only 2 lanes, street lighting is now 
only being installed at intersections.  This is partly due to the fact that the first two lanes built are offset 
from the centerline of the street.  In order to effectively light these two lanes, twice as many poles need to 
be installed along the side that is built.  This creates not only a higher up-front cost of construction, but the 
ongoing costs of maintenance and electricity are also a drain on the City's budget.  Half of those poles 
would then need to be removed when the other two lanes are built and moved to the other side of the 
street.  The removal of the poles represents yet another cost to the project.

Many of the problems you note will be largely eliminated when Fletcher is connected through to 14th St.  
Concerns with vandalism and dumping will be greatly diminished when through traffic starts using this 
street on a regular basis.  As it is now, people are committing these crimes because of the lack of traffic, 
which means little chance that they will be caught.  When traffic is consistently moving through this area, it 
will become less attractive for these types of activities.

We anticipate that Fletcher Ave will be extended through from 27th to 14th St yet this year.  The only 
lighting that will be installed at this time will be at the intersections, but again, we feel that the presence of 
traffic moving through this area will help to minimize some of the concerns you have.

Randy Hoskins, P.E.
Assistant City Engineer
City of Lincoln, NE

----- Forwarded by Linda K Quenzer/Notes on 07/19/2007 04:56 PM -----

Mayor/Notes
Sent by: Linda K Quenzer

07/11/2007 10:02 AM

To <GNielsen@NEB.RR.com>

cc "Robert Lewis" <BLewis@Stonestrong.com>, 
council@lincoln.ne.gov, mayor@lincoln.ne.gov, 



sknobel@lps.org, "'Larry Talbott'" <talbott@pctcnet.net>, Karl
A Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Trish A Owen/Notes@Notes

Subject Re: Lincoln North Creek Street Lighting

Mr. Nielsen,

Mayor Beutler has asked that I assist you with your concerns.  Please see the below attached letter.

Thanks for contacting the Mayor's office.

Lin Quenzer
Ombudsman, City of Lincoln
Office of the Mayor
555 South 10th Street, Suite 208
Lincoln, NE  68508
(402) 441-7511
lquenzer@lincoln.ne.gov

"Greg Nielsen" <GNielsen@NEB.RR.com>

"Greg Nielsen" 
<GNielsen@NEB.RR.com> 

07/10/2007 01:58 PM
Please respond to

<GNielsen@NEB.RR.com>

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <sknobel@lps.org>, "'Larry Talbott'" <talbott@pctcnet.net>, 
"Robert Lewis" <BLewis@Stonestrong.com>

Subject Lincoln North Creek Street Lighting

Mayor and Council:

Attached is a letter regarding Lincoln North Creek’s concern regarding safety and completion of the city 
obligation to install street lights on Fletcher Avenue. Please see attachment. <<...>> 

Lincoln North Creek LLC

c/o DeCameron Group, Inc.

6701 Northfork Circle

Lincoln, NE 68516

GNielsen@neb.rr.com

402-540-5600



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is

for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged

information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not

the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.







campjon@aol.com 

07/27/2007 07:04 PM

To andreasmileon@earthlink.net

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Fire dept.

Andrea:

Thank you for your email and concerns.

First, let me explain my goal:  "efficient, effective and economical deployment of fire 
department personnel and equipment."

Perhaps I did not fully explain my concerns.  

The Nebraska legislature enacted a law that "requires" 24-hour work schedules, primarily with 
heavy lobbying by the fire union.  Thus, cities have no choice but to have firefighters serve a 
continuous 24 hours.  However, they do NOT work several days in a row for 24 hours per day.  

Changing the 24 hour mandate is something that needs to be considered so that cities can 
individually determine what is best for their citizens.  For example, perhaps it would be more 
efficient to have some firefighters work 24 hour shifts and other work 8 or 10 hour shifts.

Other comments you made concerning eating, buying groceries, and exercising, need scrutiny.  I 
have no problem with firefighters eating during their work schedule. . .however, driving 
expensive and fuel-consuming firetrucks during their work time does concern me.  Former Chief 
Mike Spadt changed procedures to allow this. . .previously firefighters purchased food on their 
own time just like all other working citizens do.

Regarding the weightlifting. . .my point was that paying a workers injury claims of $52,600 for a 
weightlifting accident on the job needs to be reivisited.  The same goes for playing basketball, 
volleyball and jogging.  There have been tens of thousands of dollars paid by the city for such 
injuries, which raises your taxes.

Again, I ask that you consider my initial goal stated above.

Thank you,

Jon Camp

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793



Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
To: Jon Camp <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wed, 25 Jul 2007 10:34 pm
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
  Jon Camp

Name:     Andrea Dickey
Address:  7801 Lake Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506

Phone:    402-327-9555
Fax:      
Email:    andreasmileon@earthlink.netComment or Question:
I was listening to the news tonight and they were talking about 
the city budget.  
I did not hear the whole thing but I heard something about you 
having a problem 
with the firefighters lifting weights while on duty.  I may have 
misunderstood 
but I don't understand how that has anything to do with the 
budget and why you 
would even consider cutting their budget.  Firefighters have a 
very unique job 
that requires them to sleep while on duty as well as buy 
groceries and cook 
meals.  They have to work 24 hr periods several days in a row, so 
are they not 
suppose to sleep and eat either?  I am very disappointed in your 
judgement and I 
think there are other areas to consider cutting before you even 
think about 
putting public safety at risk!

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 12:12 PM

To KamtzN@aol.com

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: SAVE LINCOLN AREA AGENCY--LIFETIME HEALTH 
PROGRAM

Norma:

Thank you for your email.  

As we review this proposal from Mayor Beutler, I am interested in the opinion of you and other 
citizens on the idea of trying to continue the programs with "user fees".

May I have your response?

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: KamtzN@aol.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Thu, 26 Jul 2007 6:38 pm
Subject: SAVE LINCOLN AREA AGENCY--LIFETIME HEALTH PROGRAM

How can you city officials consider eliminating the department and the valuable preventive health services for 
seniors?  Where will Lincoln seniors turn  for such services?  We realize that there is a great need to cut the budget, 
but this is the most unfair place to cut.  If this preventative service is eliminated, it will end up costing much more in 
the "long-run" to fund health concerns that could have been prevented.  
PLEASE vote against this cut!   Lifetime Health does such a terrific job--so please continue funding it.   A 
concerned citizen, Norma Kamtz

**************************************
Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 12:21 PM

To mfrench6241@hotmail.com

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program

Marlys:

Thank you for your email and thoughts on the Lifetime program.

As we  review this proposed budget change, I am interested in your input on the possibility of 
refocusing this as a "user fee" based program that is supported through user fees.  

Would you please provide your input on this?

Thank you,

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: marlys french <mfrench6241@hotmail.com>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 25 Jul 2007 8:37 pm
Subject: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program 

July 25, 2007 
 
Jon Camp 
Council Member Lincoln Ne. 
 
Dear Councilman Camp: 
 
According to the Mayor's proposed 2007-2008 City Budget, the entire Lifetime Health Program 
of the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging may be eliminated. 
 
As a senior citizen of Lincoln, I am requesting that you thoroughly study the information 
available regarding the many facets of the Lifetime Health Program that is offered to the Lincoln 
area. The many exercise classes, nursing/nutritional assessments, cargiver support, health 
educational programs, health screenings, as well as a lot of individual specialized assistance that 
is provided. 
 
After reviewing this further, I believe you will want to disagree with the elimination of the 



Lifetime Health Program. Thanking you in advance for taking time to consider this issue 
 
Marlys French 6241 Benjamin Place Lincoln, Ne 68516 402-421-2520 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Need a brain boost? Recharge with a stimulating game. Play now!  
http://club.live.com/home.aspx?icid=club_hotmailtextlink1 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 04:32 PM

To rcunningham@neb.rr.com

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: fire dept cuts

Bob:

Thank you for your email.  I apologize for not responding sooner but my schedule has been very 
busy this week.

I respect your opinions on the County .  

As I reread your email, it appears we are very much in agreement.  Let me address a few items.

First and foremost, you say I "have a thing aout the firefighters and it is because of the union."  
Well, you are partially right.  If you have followed my 8+ years on the City Council you may 
recall I have both questioned and supported LFR.  But, the Fire Union leadership has taken every 
opportunity to criticize me, so perhaps your statement should be reversed and stated "the union 
has a thing about Jon Camp and it is because he asks questions."  

Accountability is very important in all areas of the City and County  governments.  I ask 
questions of all departments.  I care about being fiscally responsible and supporting economic 
growth.  

Bob, not knowing for sure what your preferences are, let me summarize that I put the people of 
Lincoln first and believe very much in governments being fiscal responsible.  I also like to 
be proactive and look ahead 5 - 10 - 20 years, as well as globally.  Our daily actions lay the 
groundwork and foundation for the future.  Budgets are constrained and priorities must be set.  
At times, this means that certain groups express concerns that their favorite programs may not 
receive the funding those groups want.  It falls upon the elected officials to prioritize. . .to make 
tough decisions. . .to take the heat.

In conclusion, I welcome "constructive criticism" as long as all parties stick to the facts.  Public 
safety is a high priority for City government. . .it is our major mission.  But, to achieve that 
mission, we must act prudently and stretch our taxpayers' dollars.  I will always seek government 
that is efficient, effective and economical.

Best regards,

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793



-----Original Message-----
From: rcunningham@neb.rr.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: rcunningham@neb.rr.com
Sent: Mon, 23 Jul 2007 11:08 pm
Subject: fire dept cuts

Grow up John Camp. You are right, we probably do not have the amount of fires that we use to have and that is 
good. We do have more and more people requiring health needs. Working a full code would be bad if you only had 
a few people at the scene. Get real. You know that you do have a thing about the firefighters and it is because of the 
union. My name is Bob Cunningham. You are my councilman. I live at 9130 Foxtail Drive and pay plenty of 
property tax. Why don't you spend your time finding out why the county gets almost as much of my taxes as the city 
does. That is ludicris. We should get at least 80% of the county money for our city. County people pimp this city out 
big time. They work here, use our streets and infrastructure, make their money here and then run home and spend it. 
And we foot a big share of their bill. That is bogus. It is taxation without representation. The county commissioners 
seem to always squash things that will benefit th! e city because it may negativly affect 20 people or so. I think I 
need to move away from all of this

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 04:54 PM

To DWright@ci.lincoln.ne.us

cc dmarvin@neb.rr.com, CAMPJON@aol.com, 
dougemerypm@aol.com, jspatz@johnspatz.com, 
JCookcc@aol.com, KSvoboda@ci.lincoln.ne.us, 

bcc

Subject Re: Memo to Chairman Marvin.

Danny:

I am a bit behind in my email and just read your memo to Dan Marvin.  By now, we all know 
that 4 of us on the City Council supported an additional $175,000 in the LFR budget.   

As you review areas to cut, please be mindful that the citizens of Lincoln have been very 
supportive of LFR and its budget has seen consistent annual increases in funding.  At the same 
time, I want to relay to you and your command staff at LFR that since my proposal last Monday, 
I have literally been besieged by communications from citizens seconding this modification to 
the LFR budget.

I ask that you wisely review areas than can provide savings, such as 

1.  more 3 firefighter crews on fire apparatus staffing (you have stated that 7 trucks or fewer 
typically have 3-person crews)
2.  reduce overtime 
3.  adjust the supply budget
4.  work injury program--reduce risks by reducing activities like volleyball, basketball, 
weightlifting, jogging
5.  deployment of fire trucks and engines for QRT--further review of not sending so many 
personnel and equipment
6.  shift services to the private sector

The LFR budget will still increase under the Mayor's $250,000 proposal and my $175,000 
proposal.  Actually, LFR gets a larger increase than LPD even though LFR has fewer personnel.  

All Lincolnites will appreciate your help in this budget.  

Thank you,

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: DWright@ci.lincoln.ne.us
To: dmarvin@neb.rr.com; CAMPJON@aol.com; dougemerypm@aol.com; 



jspatz@johnspatz.com; JCookcc@aol.com; KSvoboda@ci.lincoln.ne.us; robine@neb.rr.com; 
TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Sent: Sun, 22 Jul 2007 7:52 pm
Subject: Memo to Chairman Marvin. 

Chairman Marvin, Attached you will find my memo regarding the 
budget. dw

(See attached file: Marvin re budget and personnel 072207DM.pdf)
“Training provides Knowledge, Skills and Abilities. Incidents 
provide
opportunities to perform. Courage enables you to act”. dw
                Danny D. Wright
            Interim Fire Chief
            Lincoln Fire and Rescue
            Fire Administration
            1801 Q Street
            Lincoln NE, 68521
            Work, 402-441-8350              Cell, 402-430-6023       
Fax,
            402-441-8798
            (Note: Email address change, dwright@lincoln.ne.gov)

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any 
attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain 
confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or 
distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail 
and
destroy all copies of the
original message.

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 04:56 PM

To rs55003@alltel.net

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: Proposed Budget for Lincoln Area Agency on Aging

Reba:

Thank you for your thoughtful and passionate email. . .and dedication during your years as 
Director.

Question:  can you suggest ways that Aging programs can be structured more to be supported by 
"user fees"?

Thanks,

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Reba Schafer <rs55003@alltel.net>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Sun, 22 Jul 2007 7:34 pm
Subject: Proposed Budget for Lincoln Area Agency on Aging

Dear Jon:

I am writing to you as a citizen of this community, but with a 
background of
30 years experience in the field of aging, 27 of those with the 
Lincoln Area
Agency on Aging.  The last seven years of my career I was the 
Director for
the LAAA, retiring in 2000.

I am greatly concerned by the proposed budget put forth by Mayor 
Chris
Beutler, which proposes severe cuts to the Lincoln Area Agency on 
Aging.
This agency has been taking cuts as long as I can remember in 
order to
increase or maintain the numbers of staff in other Departments, 
considered
of more vital importance to our city.  But with the hard-working 
and



dedicated staff at the agency, they have been able to maintain a 
wide
variety of support services to the older adults of our community.

This budget proposal goes way beyond anything that has ever been 
asked of
this Division or any other Department in the City.  It leaves 
others
affected in much smaller ways by a much smaller percentage 
reduction in city
funding.  This proposed budget will require the agency to 
completely drop a
number of important services to the older adults of this 
community.  At the
point I write this, the final budget cuts are not public.

Lincoln has been known to have a model Area Agency on Agency, 
with Lincoln
and Lancaster County known nationwide as a model for the 
comprehensiveness
and coordinated services that it provides.  Cities and counties 
across the
nation are the major providers of aging services, supplementing 
the small
federal and state budgets for older adults.  But area agencies 
were designed
to be able to pool federal, state and local dollars to build a 
system for
older adults.

We now face a situation where we have elected officials who don’t 
understand
the need for a system of preventative, educational and supportive 
services
for older adults.  Where without these services, older persons 
begin to fall
through the cracks because they are sent here and there to 
attempt to
receive services.

I maintain that services to older adults are as important as most 
of our
other city services and I resent them being relegated to the 
scrap heap as
being less important.

I will be out of town from July 12 - August 1st.  When I return I 
would like
to meet with you, if possible.  The final proposed budget cuts 
will be



public and I could answer any questions you might have.  You know 
that I
care greatly about this agency and about the older people of our 
community.

I can be reached at 402-450-2856.  Reba

Reba Schafer
4840 S. 65th St.
Lincoln, NE 68516

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

07/28/2007 04:59 PM

To pat.scott@licor.com

cc tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Re: Budget cuts - Life Time Health Program

Pat:

Thank you for you email.

Do you have any thoughts on ways the restructure the Lifetime program to be financially based 
on "user fees", even if that meant some users would pay more to help subsidize less afflurent and 
economically challenged individuals?

Thank you,

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Pat Scott <pat.scott@licor.com>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wed, 18 Jul 2007 10:01 am
Subject: Budget cuts - Life Time Health Program

[Unable to display image] [IMAGE]

 Dear Mr. Camp,
I am writing this to plead my case NOT to cut the Life Time Health Program.  My father, Iven 
May, depends on the services; having his feet and toenails cared for, and the transportation 
provided to him to get to the downtown Senior Center.  My father is legally blind, and lives 
alone since my mother's death 3 years ago.  He will be 90 years old in November, and this 
program offers him a great service.  When my mother was still alive, they both used the services.
So please, find the funding to continue the Life Time Health Program which has provided so 
much wonderful care, and services to the elderly in Lincoln.
Thank you for your support.
Family of Iven May
Pat Scott
Daughter of Ive May
 
phone:  402-476-0590
 
email:  pat.scott@licor.com
 



Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes 

07/30/2007 12:04 PM

To CAMPJON@AOL.COM

cc CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Fw: Treat as RFI?  Fw: S 56th Street

Dear Jon:

RE:  Don Wright's Complaint on Railroad Crossing at S 56th St and Old Cheney Rd

Public Works and Utilities is aware of the rough surface condition at the subject railroad crossing. While it 
is a nuisance to those using this crossing, surface conditions do not warrant immediate action.  We will 
plan to grind the edges in the near future as workload allows. The Street Maintenance Division is currently 
operating with eight fewer employees due to the hiring freeze and injury leave and our response to 
maintenance issues will need be prioritized accordingly.

Sincerely,

 
Karl A. Fredrickson, P.E.
Director Public Works & Utilities

campjon@aol.com 

06/21/2007 09:21 AM To tshafer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc dm-wright@msn.com

Subject Fwd: S 56th Street

Thomas:

Please see Mr. Wright's thoughts below.  How about this as a simple, inexpensive solution?

Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Don Wright 
To: campjon@aol.com
Sent: Wed, 20 Jun 2007 5:25 pm
Subject: Re: S 56th Street

Jon:  The department response concerning the 56th Street RR crossing problem is unsatisfactory.
 



This does NOT require a 'project' or a big budget outlay.  Just simply grind down the asphalt 
up-thrust that was a problem some 3-4 years ago.  The same problem was finally taken care of at 
the crossing on Pine Lake Road (in that case, repair was made in anticipating heavier PLR traffic 
once the widening project was finished).
I can guarantee you there will be serious accident at the rail crossing caused by the angled ridges 
that many drivers are not anticipating.
 
Just grind down the ridges.
 
Thanks and regards,   Don Wright, 423-2530 
----- Original Message ----- 
From: campjon@aol.com 
To: dm-wright@msn.com 
Sent: Thursday, May 17, 2007 8:48 AM
Subject: S 56th Street

Don:
 
Just an update. . .the recent email responses by Thomas Schafer are not totally what I know you 
wanted to hear.  The railroad crossing appears to be less than a "top" priority right now.  
 
The tree situation appears to be in the hands of the adjacent property owners.
 
But, the good news is that the City is still engaged on the S. 56th project.  
 
I will keep your concerns in mind.  And you are welcome to keep me posted on your concerns.
 
Best regards,
 
Jon
 
 
Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.

= 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



campjon@aol.com 

08/01/2007 10:51 AM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Talent Plus Building near Hyde

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: bob.kacvinsky@syngenta.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: parks@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 1 Aug 2007 10:07 am
Subject: Talent Plus Building near Hyde

Dear Councilman Jon Camp,
I am a volunteer at the Hyde Observatory in Pioneer Park and also
frequent family participant in the free Saturday night sky 
observing
program at Hyde Observatory. As a volunteer, each Saturday night 
we have
from 50-200 families attend the open observing at Hyde. I deeply 
enjoy
this activity, especially the smiles and "oow and ahhs" of the 
children
as they get the chance to view the moon, planets, and other star
formations. This is one of many activities that makes Lincoln the 
family
friendly city it is so well known for. 

I realize that progress is a fact of life, and the recent 
proposed
expansion of the Talent Plus facility just a few blocks from Hyde 
may be
part of that progress. Yet, with a little consideration, both the 
local
residents, Talent Plus, and the users of Pioneer Park including 
the
public use of Hyde Observatory can be accomplished.

Please consider requiring Talent Plus to install pollution free 
lighting
on any expansion project. This lighting is very accessible, is of
similar costs, and can reduce light pollution significantly. Open



lighting that flows into the sky and surrounding area is not 
efficient,
does not add to security, is energy wasteful, and obtrusive to 
the
businesses surrounding neighbors. 

As a part of our good neighbor city, Talent Plus should be 
considerate
of their impact on the local citizens and those that use the park 
system
that they are requesting to reduce. I urge you to consider the 
needs of
the public by requiring Talent Plus to use pollution free 
lighting in
any expansion plans.

Thanks you for your consideration and helping to protect the 
citizens of
our great city.

Bob Kacvinsky
Syngenta Crop Protection
2915 Tennyson Street
Lincoln, NE  68516
402-423-4967
402-499-1816bob.kacvinsky@syngenta.comCC: Lynn Johnson, Director 
of Lincoln Parks, parks@lincoln.ne.gov

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

08/01/2007 12:54 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: SAVE LINCOLN AREA AGENCY--LIFETIME HEALTH 
PROGRAM

For Council

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: KamtzN@aol.com
To: CAMPJON@aol.com
Sent: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 7:08 pm
Subject: Re: SAVE LINCOLN AREA AGENCY--LIFETIME HEALTH PROGRAM

Dear Sir:  I think the user fee idea may be okay---I assume that would be fees according to income.  It would be 
better than getting rid of Lifetime Health completely.  

Norma Kamtz

**************************************
Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

08/01/2007 12:54 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: marlys french <mfrench6241@hotmail.com>
To: campjon@aol.com
Cc: mfrench6241@hotmail.com
Sent: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 7:52 pm
Subject: Re: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program

Dear Jon: 
 
Thanking you for the response. Yes, I think a "user fee" based program could work. As long as it 
is not too expensive, as you are dealing with Seniors on a fixed income. I have never felt they 
should have anything for free with no charge for the use. 
 
Let me know the outcome, or wherever else I can be of help. 
 
Marlys 
 
>From: campjon@aol.com 
>To: mfrench6241@hotmail.com 
>CC: tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov 
>Subject: Re: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program Date: Sat, 28 Jul 2007 >13:21:48 -0400 
> 
>Marlys: 
> 
>Thank you for your email and thoughts on the Lifetime program. 
> 
>As we? review this proposed budget change, I am interested in your input on >the possibility of 
refocusing this as a "user fee" based program that is >supported through user fees.? 
> 
>Would you please provide your input on this? 
> 
>Thank you, 
> 
>Jon 



> 
> 
> 
>Jon Camp 
>Lincoln City Council 
>City Council Office: ?441-8793 
> 
> 
> 
>-----Original Message----- 
>From: marlys french <mfrench6241@hotmail.com> 
>To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov 
>Sent: Wed, 25 Jul 2007 8:37 pm 
>Subject: Elimination of Lifetime Health Program 
> 
> 
>July 25, 2007? 
>? 
>Jon Camp? 
>Council Member Lincoln Ne.? 
>? 
>Dear Councilman Camp:? 
>? 
>According to the Mayor's proposed 2007-2008 City Budget, the entire >Lifetime Health 
Program of the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging may be >eliminated.? 
>? 
>As a senior citizen of Lincoln, I am requesting that you thoroughly study >the information 
available regarding the many facets of the Lifetime Health >Program that is offered to the 
Lincoln area. The many exercise classes, >nursing/nutritional assessments, cargiver support, 
health educational >programs, health screenings, as well as a lot of individual specialized 
>assistance that is provided.? 
>? 
>After reviewing this further, I believe you will want to disagree with the >elimination of the 
Lifetime Health Program. Thanking you in advance for >taking time to consider this issue? 
>? 
>Marlys French 6241 Benjamin Place Lincoln, Ne 68516 402-421-2520? 
>? 
>_________________________________________________________________? 
>Need a brain boost? Recharge with a stimulating game. Play now!? >
http://club.live.com/home.aspx?icid=club_hotmailtextlink1? 
> 
> 
>________________________________________________________________________ 
>AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free >from AOL at 
AOL.com. 
 



_________________________________________________________________ 
http://liveearth.msn.com 
 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.



campjon@aol.com 

08/01/2007 12:57 PM

To tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: InterLinc: Council Feedback

For Council

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-8793

-----Original Message-----
From: Ken Ring <ktring@alltel.net>
To: campjon@aol.com
Sent: Mon, 30 Jul 2007 9:28 am
Subject: Re: Re: InterLinc: Council Feedback

Your user fee approach is good especially taking the poor into 
account.  Thanks 
for your work.
> 
> From: campjon@aol.com> Date: 2007/07/29 Sun PM 03:45:50 CDT
> To: ktring@alltel.net> Subject: Re: InterLinc: Council Feedback
> 
> Ken:
> 
> Well stated.? I purposely did not comment before getting your 
response.? A 
user fee approach should incorporate a structure under which 
those who could 
afford the service would pay a "bit more" to offset a "subsidy" 
for those who 
can least afford the service.? However, I would like all users to 
pay something 
for two reasons:? (1) they will appreciate service if they are 
paying at least a 
portion and (2) by having to pay something, we can best judge 
whether people are 
just using a service when totally "free" versus how much they 
value service when 
they have to pay at least "something."? 
> 
> My experience has found that when consumers have to pay 
something for a 
service or product, they appreciate it more and the free-loaders 
are quickly 
sorted out.



> 
> Jon
> 
> 
> Jon Camp
> Lincoln City Council
> City Council Office: ?441-8793
> 
> 
> 
> -----Original Message-----
> From: Ken Ring <ktring@alltel.net>
> To: campjon@aol.com> Sent: Sun, 29 Jul 2007 3:30 pm
> Subject: Re: Re: InterLinc: Council Feedback
> 
> 
> 
> I think user fees are always a possible or partial way to solve 
funding 
problems 
> in areas where citizens benefit.  I would be concerned about 
the users who are 

> very poor which would be many of the elderly users in the 
programs of Lincolns 

> Area on Aging.  I would hope you would make your user fees more 
public for a 
> review of all citizens.  Thank you for your response to my 
first email, and 
good 
> luck on the difficult budget.
> > 
> > From: campjon@aol.com> > Date: 2007/07/28 Sat PM 04:34:57 CDT
> > To: ktring@alltel.net> > Subject: Re: InterLinc: Council 
Feedback
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > Ken:
> > 
> > Thank you for your email.? 
> > 
> > If I may, let me ask you a question:? how do you feel about 



restructuring 
this 
> program to be paid for through "user fees"?
> > 
> > Thanks,
> > 
> > Jon
> > 
> > Jon Camp
> > Lincoln City Council
> > City Council Office: ?441-8793
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > -----Original Message-----
> > From: WebForm <none@lincoln.ne.gov>
> > To: Jon Camp <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>
> > Sent: Mon, 23 Jul 2007 3:57 pm
> > Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback
> > 
> > 
> > 
> > InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
> >   Jon Camp
> > 
> > Name:     Ken Ring
> > Address:  6010 South 72nd Street
> > City:     Lincoln, NE. 68516
> > 
> > Phone:    402-489-7078
> > Fax:      
> > Email:    ktring@alltel.net> > 
> > Comment or Question:
> > I think as a resident of your district you should be cautious 
in cutting 
> > programs of care for the elderly since they have a tendency 
to show up under 

> > different conditions and more costly later.  I appreciate the 
effort at 
> > controlling the budget, but certain cuts like health issues 
for the elderly 
> does 
> > not really save money.  Thanks for your attention.   Ken Ring
> > 
> > 
> > 
_________________________________________________________________
_______
> > AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about 



what's free from 

> AOL at AOL.com.
> > 
> > 
> 
> 
> 
> 
_________________________________________________________________
_______
> AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about 
what's free from 
AOL at AOL.com.
> 
> 

AOL now offers free email to everyone.  Find out more about what's free from AOL at 
AOL.com.











































"Teri Bullock" 
<BULLOCKT@assurity.com> 

07/27/2007 02:20 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Elderly and Park Recreation Budget Cuts

July 27,  2007
 
Special Attention:  Councilman John Spatz
 
Hello Councilman  Spatz,
 
I want to voice my  concern to the Council and Representative from my district.  My  Parents are 83 and 78 years of 
age, and trying their best to enjoy these Senior  years.  I am very disappointed in the proposed cut which seem to 
effect the  youngest members of our city and the oldest.  Please reconsider these  changes so we may keep our 
Youth active in positive activities and appreciate  our elderly for what they have given to our City.  The Maxey and 
Belmont  Centers provide an positive outlet for our Seniors.  My  Mother and Father, my Uncle and other members 
of the  community reap many rewards from the centers.  We shouldn't  forget those who have done so much and 
asked so little in return.  
 
 I also want to  mention how much J.Jacox has helped me and the teams I coach in the Park and  Recreation 
leagues.  He really cares about our Youth and deserves to  continue as Youth Director.
 
Thanks for your time  and attention,
 
Teri  Bullock



"Bob and Barbara Boyce" 
<rboyce@inetnebr.com> 

07/28/2007 11:24 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Fw: Sewage Treatment Plant by Wilderness Park?

 
City Council members--
   Last year the City Council voted to  remove a proposed sewage treatment plant by Wilderness Park from the CIP  
budget, and to request a comprehensive cost/benefit study first. Although that  study has not been done, this year 
that sewage plant--SW Wastewater Facility--is  once again in the CIP budget, at a cost of $5.6 million.
   City Council members, please remove  that item from the CIP budget and insist that that study be done. Let's  find 
out--Would it be better to expand one or both of the other two  sewage treatment facilities we already have in 
Lincoln, and not build a third  facility? 
   Would it not be better to avoid raw  sewage flowing through downtown Lincoln at times of peak rain? Would it 
not  be better to avoid a sewage plant near Wilderness Park, one of Lincoln's  treasures? 
   Stick to your guns, Council  members--insist on that study, done by an independent entity and overseen by the  
Council, without bias, before going ahead with the SW Wastewater  Facility.
   Robert Boyce
735 South 37th Street
Lincoln NE 68510
770-6865
 



"Sara Friedman" 
<sfriedman@neb.rr.com> 

07/29/2007 11:28 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject reasons to vote to remove the  entire entry #070725000291, 
SW Wastewater Facility  Improvements from the budget.

 
To the City Council

 Thank you for your vote last year to remove the Southwest  Sewage  Plant from the CIP and to 
replace it with a
 comprehensive  study.  This study has  not been completed yet.  The study should  have 
oversight by the City Council
 to  insure that it is properly  done without bias toward a third plant. It should be done by an  
independent
 entity which has not been involved in previous work   to establish a SW sewage plant  and 
should  include: 

*  a cost/benefit analysis to  include an itemized  estimate of expansion,operation, and 
maintenance   costs  of expanded  current 
    Northeast ( near North 70th and  I-80) and/or  Theresa Facilities over a 30-50 year  period, 
    versus costs of building, operation,  and  maintaining an additional facility. 
 
* an analysis  of potential future capacities and  service areas of the two current  sites.
 
* piping  options. (To have a SW Wastewater Facility in  the CIP will affect piping  decisions 
toward building  a  SW facility)
 
Remember: 
   * Sewage discharge should not have  to  flow through the downtown area.
     In times of  peak  rain,  raw sewage would be dumped into Salt Creek at  Wilderness Park 
from the Southwest Plant
     and  then  flow  through the downtown  area. 
 
   *Creek flows are much higher at the Theresa and  Northeast facilities than at the proposed 
S.W. location, thereby diluting the  discharge.
 
    *Resources should be put into state of the art  equipment  in a  regional facility 
    rather than spending  financial  resources on building an additional  site.
 It is entirely  inappropriate that a Southwest Sewage  Plant  should  be  in the  CIP 
budget. 
Please  vote to remove the  entire entry #070725000291,  SW Wastewater Facility  
Improvements from the budget.
 
Thanking you all  for the time you give to  make Lincoln a better place to live. 



 
Respectfully,
 
Sara Friedman
1990 Ryons Street
Lincoln, NE, 68502-3863



"Coby Mach - LIBA" 
<cm@liba.org> 

07/30/2007 08:51 AM

To <neb31340@alltel.net>

cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Letter to Council

Russell Miller,
 
Good morning!  I read your letter to the Mayor and  City Council regarding the Lancaster Event 
Center.
 
LIBA takes each item before elected officials  and studies it, then judges the item on it's own  
merit.  Yes, we did endorse the scaled-down expansion of the Event  Center.  We also endorsed 
the scaled-down version of the Storm Water Bond  issue.  Let me clarify a few other things from 
your letter:
 

The hearing produced LIBA and others claiming the  taxpayers could not afford this.....(
please see the  attachment, your statement is not accurate, LIBA did not say this)

.....and everybody would move out of  town......(again, this statement is not accurate, LIBA did 
not say  this)

......grandmothers would have to leave their  homes......(again, LIBA did not say this)

LIBA did identify it's "issues" with the  bond and the City Council made an appropriate decision 
to lower the bond  amount.  As for the Event Center being "economic development", we can 
agree  to disagree on that issue.  

Regards, Coby
Coby Mach
Executive Director
Lincoln Independent  Business Association
620 No. 48th St., Suite 205
Lincoln, NE  68504
402-466-3419 - Office
402-430-5554 - Cell
402-466-7926 -  Fax
www.liba.org

 - Storm Water Bond 2007.pdf



Position Statement 
For Immediate Release 

 
Contact:   Coby Mach 
 Executive Director 
 466-3419 
 
 
 
The Lincoln Independent Business Association (LIBA) would like to thank the City Council 
for delaying action on the Storm Water Bond issue for one week.   
 
LIBA would like to provide three observations and a solution. 
 
Our first observation is that the proposed spending for preliminary engineering and/or 
design fees with bond funds is excessive.  The reason, in our opinion, is that a significant 
amount of this spending would be more accurately described as being spent on studies 
and conceptual plan development rather than engineering fees.  The watershed models 
and studies that have been developed to date do not have a 20 year life span.  At best, 
watershed plans are like the Comprehensive Plan, they have a life cycle of about 5 years.  
The City’s experience with the two Beal’s Slough watershed studies in less than five 
years demonstrates this fact.   This expenditure pattern is also demonstrated with the 
2005 Bond funds as well.  In round numbers, the city has spent to date $4.1 Million of the 
2005 bond.  $1.97 Million of that $4.1 Million has gone to private engineering consultants 
and $258,000 has gone to city engineers.  That is 54% of the “spent” funds going to 
engineering and more still needs to be done.  These “engineering” fees are being spent 
to do more than just design specific construction projects.  We must stop using bond 
funds to pay for studies and plans that do not have 20 or more years of value.  We paid 
city staff a quarter of a million dollars that will take the taxpayers 20 years to pay-off.  This 
is like paying 6 police officers to work in 2007, but bonding their salary for the next 20 
years. 
 
A second observation is that the public assumes these bonds are to fix existing problems, 
not pay more than a million dollars simply to acquire conservation easements on flood 
prone/plain land well outside the existing City limits.  The taxpayers said no in the last 
elections to bonds to acquire green space easements along the South beltway.  LIBA 
believes it is hard to distinguish that green space from conservation easements.  We do 
not believe that most citizens are in favor of paying a property tax for 20 years to acquire 
open areas in the country that by definition are not in the flood plain and are not needed 
for any flood protection purpose.  Watershed Management has said that using bond 
funds for conservation easements is an opportunity to create a significant green belt for 
the city of Lincoln.  If that is the goal, please state this in the bond language. 
 
Our third observation is that the city has started down the path of using bond proceeds to 
engineer projects that will not be completed with the same bond funds.  While 
occasionally investing in engineering work on major projects in advance may be prudent, 
making this a routine practice is not fiscally sound given the fact that future funds are 
subject to taxpayer approval of future bond issues.  LIBA encourages the city to stop 
engineering projects that will not be constructed with funds available from the same bond 



issue.  We risk having projects “engineered” that can not be completed if the voters were 
to vote down future bonds.   
 
To improve upon the current proposal, we would suggest that the Council consider doing 
the following: First, lower the bond amount to no more than $6 million dollars and impose 
the following restrictions on the use of the bond funds: 
 

A. No bond funds shall be spent on watershed master plans or concepts. 
B. All engineering and design fees shall be spent for work on specific, 

identifiable projects that have as their primary purpose protecting the 
public from flood and storm water damage. 

C. No bond funds shall be used to acquire more land or conservation 
easements in either flood prone areas or any flood plain, except as 
may be necessary to construct improvements to protect the public from 
actual flood and storm water damage. 

 
LIBA further proposes the following specific line item reductions from the proposed 
project list and suggests that the City Council scrutinize the list to find and remove 
additional projects that are “desires” rather than true “needs” to reduce the projects to the 
requested bond amount.   The Council should also determine if any of these projects 
should fall under the responsibility of the NRD.  This is imperative at a time when property 
tax tolerance appears to be at an all-time low. 
 
Remove all projects outside the Lincoln city limits    $1,145,000 
Remove all BMP projects              $250,000 
Remove all proposed project designs with construction in a future bond $1,150,000  
 
In order for LIBA to consider supporting this property tax increase, we feel these changes 
need to be made.   
 
If you would like more information, LIBA is willing to sit down with Council members and 
the Storm Water Department to discuss this bond. 
 
 





"Pamela James" 
<pamjames@hotmail.com> 

07/30/2007 03:23 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Save Wilderness Park.  Again. And once and for all.

Dear honorable public servants and esteemed leaders:

I am writing to ask you to consider a critical move as a leader of our community.

I join many other Linolnites in opposing the building of anything that would affect the natural 
beauty and ambience of Wilderness Park.  Rather than comsidering a SW Sewage Treatment 
plant again, please propose and support immutable protection for this park from development 
and intrusion by adverse impact of nearby development.  

Lincolnites  have to go to battle frequently to fight off some new proposal or other, and it has 
gone on for years.  Enough is enough.    The time has come to preserve Wilderness Park as a 
natural heritage sight in Lincoln.  So much else is under assault by urban sprawl.  Let's preserve 
this unique place in Lincoln and make it a permanent wildlife sanctuary.  It serves as a singular 
wild oasis to our city.

Years from now you could be appreciated for being a leader with vision.  Please put a stop to this 
persistant annoyance by considering long-term conservation for this precious acreage.  Please 
save Wilderness Park.  Again. . . And once and for all.

Pam James

139 North 11th Street

Georgian Place #1004

Lincoln, NE 68508

 

 

i'm making a difference. Make every IM count for the cause of your choice. Join Now.   



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/23/2007 11:38 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     M. Harvey
Address:  3100 Puritan Avenue
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502

Phone:    489-8760
Fax:
Email:    prairie13us@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
Not too long ago, approximately a dozen small street trees were planted along 
Winthrop Road in the area of Leon's Food Mart and other Rathbone neighborhood 
businesses.  I was pleased to see them and envisioned how, with time, these 
trees would improve the area.  Today I noticed many of them appear to be 
turning brown and may be dying.  Perhaps from a lack of water??  I was 
wondering who paid to plant these trees and whose responsibility it is to see 
they are maintained.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/23/2007 06:07 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Steve Crouch
Address:  3100 Q  Str.
City:     Lincoln, NE. 68503

Phone:    402 770 2987
Fax:
Email:    lnskages@winstream.com

Comment or Question:
Save money by getting ride of bad cop's 910 Y St. they came into my house 
because a bank robber who went back to prison for attempted arm robbery told 
them I was chasing him with a shot gun. I was at the V.A. because my hand was 
numb. At at that same house a friend left my house was put in jail and held 
for one year for shooting my neighbor it turned out she shot her self. I was 
being harassed at a  peace rally because I have a Department of defense 
sticker so I can go on Offutt Air force base (I am retired Medically)and the 
Defence department does monitor those people I had nothing to do with it and I 
received a disturbing the peace ticket. A man I was going to rent a room to 
put shit on his ass and sat on my bed they gave me a trespassing ticket and a 
lot more I was pissed. Sexual harassment in the work place down town at main 
street the owner and male workers have committed every act there is when 
asking the police about this they said they did not enforce that. In 1992 I 
helped the Secret Service with building information toward the safety of Mrs. 
Dan Quayle I have remand friends with this agent and have recommended no one 
comes to this place I asked the Chief Federal Judge to look into all those 
things some time ago like May. I know a lot of agents and they call the 
Lincoln police a public nuisance and a menace to society. If you need to take 
money from some were take it from them they don't do anything right any way. I 
am sick of getting attorney's. Hire cops that can do there jobs. And fire the 
ones that believe people that should be in prison. Give the firemen the money 
they need at least the do there job.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/28/2007 05:38 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Josh Mehlin
Address:  Near South
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    josh.mehlin@gmail.com

Comment or Question:
Lincoln City Council,

I just wanted to write a quick note to let you know that I've been keeping up 
on local happenings back home since I left for military service in 2000, and 
that I can't wait to get back home this September.  One of the first things I 
plan on doing is heading to DaVinci's down on 9th and getting a cheese steak - 
it was the last thing I ate before I got on the bus and went to boot camp, and 
I've been thinking about that meal since.  Right after that, I'm headed down 
register back in Nebraska - and then to Mr. Shively's office to file recall 
paperwork on every single one of you (as many as I'm able any way) - I'm bound 
to get at least one.  As an outsider looking into your fishbowl - you have 
completely ignored common sense for years, to the point of it becoming 
comical.  I'm not going to go into detailed complaints and individual 
situations, you'd only disagree with me anyway.  A lot of people are of the 
opinion that we should just vote you out when the time comes - my problem is 
that most of you aren't up for re-election until 2011 - Lord knows what you'll 
do between now and then.  If you've read the Journal Star lately, especially 
online, you know that the political lynch mob is gathering in the virtual town 
square - all they need is someone to lead them... and I just volunteered.



 
 
 
TO:   City Council Members, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
FROM:  Theresa de Langis, Ph.D. 
  Executive Director, New Hampshire Commission on the Status of Women 
  Associate Director, National Association of Women’s Commissions 
 
RE:   Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission 
 
DATE:  July 31, 2007 
 
I write in response to the current consideration of eliminating the budget of the Lincoln-Lancaster 
Women’s Commission (LLWC), headed by Director Bonnie Coffey, and urge you to not only support the 
$82,000 proposed for LLWC in Mayor Chris Beutler’s budget, but to increase this funding to ensure the 
agency operates at full capacity. 
 
The Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission is a central part of a national tradition of rectifying long-
standing societal gender inequality in the United States. The first Women’s Commission was established 
by President Kennedy in 1961, with Eleanor Roosevelt serving as Chair. As its first order of business, the 
Commission released a report recommending that each state establish its own Commission to study at the 
local level the status of women in all areas of life and to advance changes to help women achieve their 
basic rights. The Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission, itself founded in 1976, is part of this global 
historical movement. 
 
In the spirit of Eleanor Roosevelt, and in what has become an international model, it is vitally important 
for state, county, and city governments to demonstrate a commitment to gender equality by supporting to 
full capacity the official mechanisms designed to rectify discrimination against women. Women’s 
Commissions are not analogous to other non-profit organizations and, by definition, cannot and should 
not be wholly privately funded. Rather, their role as part of government ensures that sustainable 
institutional change is braided with the political will of elected representatives. As governmental 
agencies, Women’s Commissions are an indispensable component of a functional democracy, working to 
actualize equality for all regardless of gender. Taxpayers not only contribute via funding to this 
democratic commitment, but also benefit greatly from the outcomes and impacts that Women’s 
Commissions realize. Above all, Women’s Commissions aim to achieve women’s full and productive 
membership in societal and economic development, enhancing the capacity of communities and 
strengthening the public good. 
 
Although decades have passed since Ms. Roosevelt’s charge, and although much has been accomplished, 
the relevance of Women’s Commission’s is as urgent as ever. Women continue to suffer from domestic 
and sexual violence at epidemic levels. The earning’s gap between men and women currently stands at 75 
percent nationally. Sexual harassment in the schools continues to have a negative impact on girls’ 
educational experiences and outcomes, while the glass ceiling in employment prevents women from fully 
realizing their professional aspirations.  In turn, Women’s Commissions remain as passionate as ever in 



raising public awareness of these issues and in educating stakeholders about proactive solutions. Director 
Coffey—and the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission—is, quite literally, at the head of this effort. 
 
Re-elected as President at the recent annual convention of the National Association of Women’s 
Commission (NACW), Ms. Coffey heads the only national organization to convene Women’s 
Commissions in the United States. Under her direction, NACW has experienced tremendous growth, 
strengthening its membership, financial sustainability, and coordinated approach to providing 
opportunities to advance women’s status.  In 2005, President Coffey hosted the annual NACW 
convention in Lincoln. In 2006, she assisted in launching an inaugural presentation by NACW at the 
United Nations. In 2007, under the director of Ms. Coffey, NACW will revitalize an annual gathering at 
the Capitol to meet with federal delegates of Congress. These achievements have far-reaching impact on 
the status of women locally, nationally, and globally. They also bring considerable honor and prestige to 
the State of Nebraska. 
 
I urge you, in considering Mayor Beutler’s budget, to support the proposed $82,000 and to increase these 
funds to bring the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission to full capacity in order to enable Director 
Coffey to continue her exemplary and commendable work.  
 
I encourage you to contact me if you have questions or should need any other information.  
 









"Kathy Pauley" 
<kathypauley@wvdhhr.org> 

07/31/2007 04:11 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission

 

 

TO:   City Council Members, City of Lincoln, Nebraska

 

The Honorable Dan Marvin, Council Chair

The Honorable Robin Eschliman, Vice-Chair

The Honorable Jonathan Cook

The Honorable Ken Svoboda

The Honorable Jon Camp

The Honorable Doug Emery

The Honorable John Spatz

 

SUBJECT: Lincoln-Lancaster Women's Commission

 

The City of Lincoln, Nebraska has prominence in the mind of women leaders across the nation 
not only as the host of the 2006 National Meeting and Convention of the National Association of 
Commissions for Women (NACW) but also as the home base of the newly re-elected President 
of NACW, Bonnie Coffey.  The issues and projects of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women's 
Commission have served as a model for commissions for women nationwide.  Bonnie Coffey, as 
the director of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women's Commission and as president of the National 
Association of Commissions for Women serves as a visionary and innovative leader with 
integrity and commitment.

 

Lincoln, Nebraska- seat for Nebraska's state government, home of the only one-house, 
non-partisan governing body in the United States, whose capitol building stands tall and has 



been recognized as the Fourth Architectural Wonder of the World, has the opportunity now, to 
stand tall for the thousands of women who benefit from the resources and services of the 
Lincoln-Lancaster Women's Commission.

 

The Board of Directors of the National Association of Commissions for Women urges the 
re-funding of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women's Commission.  To act to the contrary would be 
detrimental to the women of Lincolnand to our national organization of which Bonnie Coffey is 
president.

 

Women leaders and corporate friends and sponsors of NACW are watchful and hopeful that the 
thoughtful deliberations of the Lincoln City Council will result in the re-funding of the 
Lincoln-Lancaster Women's Commission. 

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

 

Kathy Pauley, Board Member

National Association of Commissions for Women 

 

Kathy Pauley, Executive Director
West Virginia Women's Commission
State Capitol Complex
Bldg. 6, Room 850
Charleston, WV 25305
304-558-0070
304--558-0071
Fax 558-5167



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Joe Manchin III 
 Governor 

  

 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN RESOURCES 
 

West Virginia Women’s Commission 
State Capitol Complex, Building 6, Room 850 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305 
Telephone: (304-558-0070)   Fax: (304)558-5167 

E-Mail Address:  www.wvdhhr.org/women 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Martha Yeager Walker 

Secretary 
 

 
July 31, 2007 

 
City Council Members,  
City of Lincoln, Nebraska 
The Honorable Dan Marvin, Council Chair 
The Honorable Robin Eschliman, Vice-Chair 
The Honorable Jonathan Cook 
The Honorable Ken Svoboda 
The Honorable Jon Camp 
The Honorable Doug Emery 
The Honorable John Spatz 
 
SUBJECT: Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission 

 
The City of Lincoln, Nebraska has prominence in the mind of women leaders 

across the nation not only as the host of the 2006 National Meeting and Convention 
of the National Association of Commissions for Women (NACW) but also as the 
home base of the newly re-elected President of NACW, Bonnie Coffey.  The issues 
and projects of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission have served as a model 
for commissions for women nationwide.  Bonnie Coffey, as the director of the 
Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission and as president of the National 
Association of Commissions for Women serves as a visionary and innovative leader 
with integrity and commitment. 

 
Lincoln, Nebraska- seat for Nebraska’s state government, home of the only one-

house, non-partisan governing body in the United States, whose capitol building 
stands tall and has been recognized as the Fourth Architectural Wonder of the 
World, has the opportunity now, to stand tall for the thousands of women who benefit 
from the resources and services of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission. 

 
The Board of Directors of the National Association of Commissions for Women 

urges the re-funding of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission.  To act to the 
contrary would be detrimental to the women of Lincoln and to our national 
organization of which Bonnie Coffey is president. 

 
Women leaders and corporate friends and sponsors of NACW are watchful and 

hopeful that the thoughtful deliberations of the Lincoln City Council will result in the 
re-funding of the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Kathy Pauley, Board Member 
National Association of Commissions for Women  

 

Commissioners 

 
Chair 

Wendy D. Thomas 
Cabell County 
Vice Chair 
Elaine Harris 

Kanawha County 
Ellen Allen 

Mercer County 
Kelly Davis 

Upshur County 
Cheri Heflin 

Kanawha County 
Carmen Hutchins 

Ohio County 
Margaret Jarvis 
Putnam County 
Heather Johnson 

Fayette County 
Betty Ramsey 

Kanawha County 
Robin Stultz 
Lewis County 

 

Ex-Officio 
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Sally Brown 
Human Rights 
Commission 

Jennifer Burgess 
Division of Labor 
Tari Crouse 

Division of Personnel 
Joyce Daniels 

Higher Education 
Policy Commission 
Sallie Harrington 

Department of  
Education 

Jerry Roueche 
Department of Health 
& Human Resources 
Dawn Warfield 

Office of the 
Attorney General 

 

Staff 
 

Kathy Pauley 
Executive Director 
Mary Ann Bennett 

Administrative 
Secretary 





Sam Johnson 
<samj134679@yahoo.com> 

08/01/2007 08:10 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Talent Plus

I would just like to ask the council members to please consider the neighborhood and its 
residents @ 70th and Pioneers when they vote about selling extra park land to T+.  If you read 
the comments on www.journalstar.com in regards to the last 2 news articles about T+ you can 
see that the majority of those commenting are against the sale. Plus, many of  those comments 
voice a discontent with city government and big business. Again, please think of the residents of 
Lincoln and deny the sale of the land to Talent Plus. The city has given enough tax payer dollars 
to this company.

Boardwalk for $500? In 2007? Ha! 
Play Monopoly Here and Now (it's updated for today's economy) at Yahoo! Games.

  

Building a website is a piece of cake. 
Yahoo! Small Business gives you all the tools to get online. 







melley8@aol.com 

07/27/2007 04:21 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Lincoln Area Agency on Aging                   ATTN:   All Council 
Members

-----Original Message-----
From: melley8@aol.com
To: Council@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Fri, 27 Jul 2007 3:54 pm
Subject: Lincoln Area Agency on Aging

Good Morning,

I am writing concerning the financial cutbacks requested from the Lincoln Area Agency on 
Aging.  I am quite distressed over the amount of money this agency is being asked to do without 
in the recent budget proposal.  The senior citizens of our community are being asked to give up 
some very important services; services that are needed to help them maintain good health 
through nutritional meals, exercise programs, foot care, blood pressure checks, and social 
interactions that many of them do not get elsewhere.  These are people who are on limited 
incomes and cannot always afford to have these services in other places, because they do not 
have the funds to do so.  It would seem inevitable that many of this group would have no option 
other than to be placed on the welfare roles in order to obtain the type of care they now have 
available at the senior centers.

I sincerely hope that you will reconsider the cuts you are asking for from the LAAA, that our 
seniors will not be put in a position of sacrificing their health status because the facilities they 
have had open to them are no longer there.  These people, who have given so much over the 
years to our community, deserve better!

With great concern,

Margaret Elley
1919 So. 50th St.
Lincoln, NE  68506

AOL now offers free email to everyone. Find out more about what's free from AOL at AOL.com
.



OPENEAR2@aol.com 

07/27/2007 04:22 PM

To mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

cc Council@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Life Time Health Program

Good Morning, Mayor and Council, 

During the past year I have been a part of the LAAA WPS here in  Lincoln.  I have been impressed in the variety of 
services which Lincoln  has provided for senior citizens.  However, I was dismayed when I  read/heard 
that financial cutbacks have been requested from the Lincoln  Area Agency on Aging.  I would join in the concern 
expressed by my friend  and colleague, Rev. Robert Neben. 
 
 I am very distressed over the amount of money this agency is  being asked to reduce in the recent budget proposal.  
The senior  citizens of our community are being asked to give up some very important  services; services that are 
needed to help them maintain good health  through nutritional meals, exercise programs, foot care, blood pressure 
checks,  and social interactions that many of them do not get elsewhere.  These are  people who are on limited 
incomes and cannot always afford to receive these  services in other places, because they do not have the funds to 
do so.  It  would seem inevitable that many of this group would have no option other  than to be placed on the 
welfare roles in order to obtain the type of care they  now have available at the senior centers.

I sincerely hope that you will  reconsider the cuts you are asking for from the LAAA, that seniors will not be  put in 
a position of sacrificing their health status because the facilities  they have had open to them are no longer there.  
These people,  who have given so much over the years to our community, deserve  better!
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Rev. Hughes B. Morris, Jr.
1919 So 50th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/22/2007 02:27 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Theresa Parker
Address:  1139 Clearview Blvd
City:     Lincoln, NE 68512

Phone:    4024213361
Fax:
Email:    mtparker81@hotmail.com

Comment or Question:
Dear Councilmember,

I have chosen to send this email to each of you because of the importance of 
this issue.

I understand that Mayor Beutler has asked LAAA to cut their budget 22% 
(approximately $750,000).  This proposed cut could include the Lifetime Health 
Program and closure of some Senior Centers, as well as other programs.

I have worked with the elderly since I have been 16 years old and my current 
age is 44.  One of the goals of the Federal Government (CMS) is to keep the 
elder person in their home as long as possible.  The LAAA for many years has 
worked on this goal long before CMS wrote it into law.  This cut would be 
detrimental to many elderly.

If Senior Centers and other programs are closed, where will the elderly go 
during the day?  The Senior Centers provide at least 1 – 2 good meals for the 
elderly that they may otherwise not get.  Socialization is extremely important 
to keeping elders active not only physically, but mentally.

I believe that making these cuts that many elders will fall through the cracks 
and will be forced into Assisted Living or Nursing Facilities sooner.  I 
believe that many elders would be self negligent and will not eat properly 
which will lead to medically problems sooner.

I am asking for you to vote no against Mayor Beutler proposed budget cut.

Thank you,
Theresa Parker
Concerned Citizen





























AD D E N D U M 
T O 

D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2007     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: “P” and “Q” Streets To Close Briefly Saturday 
(Forwarded to Council on 08/03/07)

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 4
through 10, 2007-Schedule subject to change. 

II. CITY CLERK - 

1. Petition signatures of individuals who are against the elimination of the Lincoln
Parks & Recreation Youth Sports Director, along with 18 youth sports programs. 

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - 

JONATHAN COOK 

1. Letter from Harriet Ruebsamen - RE: Please reconsider the decision to eliminate
the Lifetime Health Program.  

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. Letter from Rixte Geitzenauer - RE: Against closing the Lifetime Health program
for seniors. 

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C. MISCELLANEOUS - 

1. E-Mail from Mike Carlin, Member, Friends of Wilderness Park - 
RE: CIP Public Hearing - Against proposed SW Wastewater Treatment Facility.  

2. Letter from Darrell Brown - RE: Continue to fund the Lifetime Health exercise
programs at the Forever Strong Health Club.

3.  Letter from Mylon Weyers - RE: Keep the Senior Centers open.



-2-

4. Letter from Martha Countryman - RE: Keep the Calvert Senior Center open. 

5. Letter from Leola Bullock - RE: Opposed to cut the Affirmative Action Office.    

6. Letter from Gil Savery - RE: The Lifetime Health funding. 

7. Letter from Glenda Woods, Vice-President, National Association of Commissions
for Women-Rockville, MD - RE: Keep funding the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s
Commission. 

8. Letter from Shirley Rinne - RE: The budget cuts to the L.A.A.A. Seniors Program.  
       

9. Letter from Ellie Archer, Executive Director, Women’s Fund of Greater Omaha -
RE: Preserve funding for the Lincoln-Lancaster Women’s Commission.

          10. Letter from Lori SchraderBachar, Interim Executive Director, Iowa Commission
On The Status Of Women - RE: In strong support of full funding of the Lincoln-
Lancaster Women’s Commission.

          11. E-Mail from Tim K. Johnson - RE: The Southwest Sewage Plant. 

          12. E-Mail from Shirley Portis - RE: Opposed-closing center.

          13. E-Mail Letter from Tracy Corr, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman 
Pro-temp - RE: City of Lincoln Budget. 

          14. E-Mail from Peggy Forcier - RE:  Budget cuts - Opposed to closing park
restrooms. 

          15. E-Mail from Linda Schrock - RE: The sewage plant being proposed near
Wilderness Park. 

          16. E-Mail from Dave & Susan Krenk - RE: Sewage Treatment Plant by Wilderness
Park.      

          17. E-Mail from Justin Jones - RE: The Southwest Sewage Plant. 

          18. E-Mail from Mary Jane Winquest - RE: The additional land sale to Talent +.

          19. E-Mail from Michelle Kalin - RE: The closing of the Belmont Senior Center. 

          20. Letter from John & Delores Meyerhoff - RE: Opposed cutting the Lifetime Health
Programs.  



-3-

          21. Letter from Del Ridder - RE: Opposed cutting the Lifetime Health Programs. 

          22. Letter from Rudge & Dottie Vifquain - RE: Please support the Lifetime Health
Programs.

          23. Letter from Jan Gradwohl - RE: The proposed City budget cuts-Senior Centers.

          24. Letter from Richard Skerbitz, League of Human Dignity - RE: In Opposition to the
proposal of cutting the night services of Handi-Van. 

          25. E-Mail from Joyce Morgan - RE: In Opposition of closing the Calvert ActivAge
Center. 

          26. E-Mail from Becky Martin - RE: Comp. Plan #07016 - Opposing the mixed-use
office/retail development on “O” Street, between 25th & 26th. 

           27. Petitions signatures - RE: Strongly Against the closing of the Belmont Active Age
Center. 

   

    

                
  

            

daadd080607/tjg  



“P” AND “Q” STREETS TO CLOSE BRIEFLY SATURDAY

Beginning at 3 a.m. Saturday, August 4, “P” Street from 20th to 22nd Street will close until about 8 a.m. for 
pavement milling work.  Also on Saturday, “Q” Street will close beginning at 6 a.m. until about 1 p.m. for a 
similar milling project.

Motorists are encouraged to utilize “O” Street during these brief “P” and “Q” Street closures.

These projects are in conjunction with the Antelope Valley Project.

For more information on Public Works construction projects, visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov 
(keyword: projects).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 2, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kelly Sieckmeyer, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7711

- 30 -



Date: August 3, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 4 through 10, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Sunday, August 5

Monday, August 6

Tuesday, August 7

Wednesday, August 8

Thursday, August 9

Friday, August 10

Northeast United Church of Christ groundbreaking - 10:35 a.m., 6200 Adams St.

Lincoln Public Schools Leadership Conference, remarks - 8:30 a.m., Nebraska Union Auditorium,
14th and “R” streets

Lincoln REALTORS® Association monthly membership meeting, remarks - 11:30 a.m.,
Hillcrest Country Club, 9401 “O” St.

New Teacher Orientation Breakfast, remarks - 7:30 a.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” St.

Independent Insurance Agents of Nebraska’s 100-year anniversary tribute luncheon, remarks and proclamation -
11:30 a.m., Hillcrest Country Club, 9401 “O” St.

League of Nebraska Municipalities meeting - 8 a.m. breakfast, 9 a.m. budget meeting, noon lunch, Lied Lodge
and Conference Center in Nebraska City

Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St., second floor

Kindergarten Kickoff reception - 5:30 p.m., Children’s Museum, 1420 “P” St.

Nebraska Housing Developers Association legislative forum and awards reception, remarks - 5:30 p.m.,
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.

National Night Out Clinton neighborhood party (with “dunk tank” featuring Urban Development Director
Dave Landis and City Councilman John Spatz) - 6 p.m., 1335 N. 30th St.

































"Mike Carlin" 
<mcarlin@neb.rr.com> 

08/02/2007 03:45 PM

To "Lincoln City Council" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject CIP PUBLIC HEARING  - AGAINST PROPOSED SW 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY

August 2, 2007

 

City of LincolnCity Council

555 S 10th St, Room 111

Lincoln, NE68508

 

Members of the City Council,

 

I am writing in opposition to the inclusion of Public Works Project #070725000291 in the 
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).  The project would allocate $5.6 Million for “SW Wastewater 
Treatment Facility (SWWTF) Improvements.”  The cost/benefit study that the City Council 
funded with $500,000 and directed Public Works to conduct during last year’s CIP process has 
yet to be completed and the promised public meeting has yet to be scheduled.  To allow Public 
Works to slip a $5.6 million project into the CIP without first doing what they were told last year 
would undermine the authority of the City Council while allowing a potentially unnecessary and 
expensive project to begin its journey down the bureaucratic road to reality.

 

It would seem that one year would be an adequate amount of time for Public Works to comply 
with the City Council’s directive, particularly on a project that they were so insistent was already 
well-researched and justified.  This apparent “slow-rolling” of the study is consistent with events 
to date concerning the proposed SWWTF.  

 

It is important to note that the SWWFTSteering Committee was tasked with making a 
recommendation on where  to build a third sewage treatment plant; they were not tasked with 
determining if  a third sewage treatment plant was necessary.  Apparently, the decision to build 
had been made long before the public or our elected leadership had an opportunity to review our 
options. 



 

Being a career Military and Federal bureaucrat myself, I recognize the bureaucratic snowball 
effect when I see it.  When I met with members of the steering committee on February 23, 2006, 
it became quickly apparent that they were so absorbed in producing the best site selection report 
possible (as they had been tasked) that they had not stepped back (or possibly, been allowed to 
step back) to look at the big picture and seriously question the need for a third site.

 

The reality is there is serious disagreement within the City’s Wastewater Treatment staff that a 
third sewage treatment plant is needed and if the need is justified, where it should be built.  
Correspondence obtained though the Freedom of Information Act reveals that the Superintendent 
of Water Pollution Control questioned the need for a third plant and felt that the four preliminary 
sewage treatment plant sites under consideration are too far upstream in the Salt Creek drainage 
basin to provide enough natural water flow to accommodate the additional sewage discharge.

 

Before you approve any additional funding pertaining to the proposed SWWTF, you should 
insist that Public Works provide you with the results of the study that you funded them to 
complete.  Questions you might ask:

-        Who is conducting the study?  If it was not contracted out to an impartial consultant, why 
not?  

-        When will it be complete?

-        How was the $500,000 spent?  

-        How can a member of the public obtain a copy of the study?

-        When is the public hearing/meeting that has been postponed several times since June 
2006?

 

Either through design or through inefficiency, Public Works is again asking you to commit funds 
without providing adequate data with which to make a decision.  Please, hold firm and hold them 
accountable.

 

Sincerely,

 

Mike Carlin



Member, Friends of WildernessPark

2700 West Paddock Road

Lincoln, NE68523

(402) 420-9092

MCarlin@neb.rr.com

 



























"timkjohnson1947@juno.com" 
<timkjohnson1947@juno.com
> 

08/03/2007 04:11 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc mayor@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject Sewage plant

Dear Council Members,

Thank you for your vote last year removing the Southwest Sewage Plant from the CIP without 
first doing a comprehensive study.  This has not been completed and yet it has been re-inserted 
in the CIP.  Please remove the entire entry #070725000291 from the budget untire it is proven 
necessary and safe.  You should have oversight authority to insure some appearance  of 
neutrality and lack of bias towards a third plant.  This certainly needs to be done by an 
independent third party not previously involved in this issue.

Please include a cost/benefit analysis and include an itemized estimate of expansion, operation 
and maintenance costs over several decades.  Chances of sewage discharge in the downtown area 
during peak rainfall and discharge into Salt Creek at Wilderness Park are unacceptable risks.

Resources  should be put into state of the art equipment  in a regional facility rather than 
spending financial resources on building an additional site.  Thank you for cafefully considering 
these needed safeguards for our future safety and enjoyment.

Tim K Johnsom
4333 E
Lincoln, NE  68510
483-0425

 



ShiJeanPo@aol.com 

08/03/2007 08:00 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc jspatz@johnspatz.com, jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject closing center

[IMAGE]  [IMAGE]     John and anyone else who will read this.   Do you not think you will ever 
be old and like to have some place to go to see  and talk to other people maybe even have a 
good hot meal at a reasonable  price,because it is no fun to cook and eat alone all the 
time.What if you need  to exercise but to drive out to Life Point is to far and costly.  Maybe 
you  would like to go shopping but can't drive a bus would be nice right.  How  about a fun 
night with other older folks, Oh wait you did away with that also  .Think any of the people 
you are shutting off pay taxes to the city and where  does you paycheck come from the 
closed programs.  Please think before you  take every thing away from us who have cared 
for you over the years thank you  for you time Why not drop up to Belmont and eat and 
spend some time with us we  are faces not just old people Shirley  Portis

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com.





"Peggy Forcier" 
<peggy.forcier@lincoln-title.co
m> 

08/05/2007 02:44 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject budget cuts, park restrooms

    I  don't see how closing park restrooms will save enough money to warrant the  inconvience and mess it will 
cause.  I have notice in the spring before the  restrooms are opened for the season that the doorways are often 
urinated and  defecated in, this will only increase if the restrooms are locked when the parks  are in use.  I'm sure 
kids (and adults) will be using bushes and trees to  relieve themselves because the bathrooms are locked.  If you 
want the parks  to be used and keep people healthy by being outdoors and utilizing our great  parks and trails  
system, bathrooms are a necessity.
   Having park personnel going out to parks just for  ballgames and shelter rental (probably more than once a day) 
will in my view  keep any real savings at a minimum.
 
Please reconsider  the closing of our park restrooms.  As an afterthought, where do you think  all the homeless 
people are suppose to go?  Business won't let them use  theirs and the city mission and daywatch/soup kitchen can't 
handle them  all.



"Linda Schrock" 
<lindaschrock@windstream.n
et> 

08/05/2007 04:08 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Budget - Public Works - Wilderness Park

I am again voicing my concerns regarding the sewage plant  beingproposed near WildernessPark.  Last year, it 
was removed from the budget with the understanding that a complete study would be done 
including a cost-benefit analysis before going forward.  I understand the study is not yet 
complete, but there is currently $5.6 million in the Public Works Budget  tobuild a holding cell 
preparatory to the construction of the sewage plant.

 

WildernessParkis a unique area and there is a growing body of evidence that contact with nature 
has benefits for children.   The children of Lincolnneed to have a place where they can 
experience and enjoy nature.  I would again urge you to await a very comprehensive analysis 
before going forward. 

Thank you.

Linda Schrock



"D & S Krenk" 
<dkrenk@inebraska.com> 

08/05/2007 09:58 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Sewage Treatment Plant by Wilderness Park

To the Council and Mayor Beutler:
 
We would first like to thank the council for their vote  last year to remove the Southwest Sewage Plant from the 
budget and to conduct a  comprehensive study on this plan.  However, we now find out that this  has been inserted 
back into the budget as the Southwest Wastewater Facility  Improvement.  The comprehensive study has not even 
yet been completed and  we do not see how it can be determined that there is a need for a Southwest  sewage plant.  
I would like to ask that this Southwest Wastewater Facility  Improvement be removed from the budget.  With a 
Southwest wastewater area,  it stands to reason that the sewage would be dumped into Salt Creek which flows  near 
the downtown area.  The city has done a great job of creating  wonderful trails in the Wildnerness Park area and 
these are used by many, many  people and we would hate to see a wastewater treatment area at this  location.  This 
needs to be studied further before voting to proceed with  this SW facility.  It makes more economical sense to look 
into the  expansion and growth of the current facility in Northeast Lincoln near 70th and  I-80 or the facility at 
Theresa street rather than spend the dollars to build a  new sewage plant by Wilderness Park.  We don't understand 
how the council  can insert this item back into the budget without further study.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this  issue.
 
Dave and Susan Krenk
1500 Xavier Circle



"Justin G. Jones" 
<justingjones@earthlink.net> 

08/05/2007 10:07 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc mayor@lincoln.ne.gov, Mary Roseberry-Brown 
<mroseberrybrown@yahoo.com>

bcc

Subject sewage plant

Council members:
I am writing to ask you to take action again on the proposed southwest
sewage treatment plant.  Last year, after extensive citizen input, you
voted to conduct a study on the issue, but now the study has been
removed from the budget. Please vote to reauthorize the study, and
prevent any further action on the plant until impartial information is
in hand.  Thank you.

Justin G. Jones
1321 B St.
Lincoln



"Rod Johnson" 
<RJOHNSON31@neb.rr.com
> 

08/02/2007 06:04 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Talent +

Dear Lincoln Council Members,
 
I imagine that approval of the additional land sale  to Talent + is a foregone conclusion, but I would like to 
encourage you to  consider the following:
 
1) Ask for a building design that is less obtrusive  than the current white gaudy design that does not fit in with the 
natural Holmes  Park setting
2) Insist that lighting be much different for  future construction to minimize the extensive light pollution that Talent 
+ has  imposed on the neighborhood
3) Ask that they plan foliage and trees to improve  views for the neighbors
 
Thank you for your consideration of the  above.  Although I do not live in that neighborhood, I feel for those  
homeowners that live directly east of the current Talent + location.  I  also visit Hyde Observatory regularly and 
value dark skies.  Talent + will  be expanding directly south of the planetarium and it would be very unfortunate  for 
the thousands that visit this planetarium to be stuck with more light  pollution.
 
Thanks for your concern and work!
 
Mary Jane Winquest
6815 Northridge Rd.
Lincoln, NE  68516
 
 



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

08/06/2007 10:41 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Michelle Kalin
Address:  665 L.A. Bates St.
City:     Springfield, NE  68059

Phone:    (402) 253-3164
Fax:
Email:    kalinmm@aol.com

Comment or Question:
Dear Mayor Beutler and Lincoln City Council,

I have a HUGE concern regarding a news story (Channel 10/11) that I saw last 
week regarding the proposed budget cuts, specifically regarding the closing of 
the Belmont Senior Center.  I am unable to attend the public hearing this 
afternoon or I would certainly voice my opinion there.

My father attends the Belmont Senior Center and he NEEDS that Center!  I am 
positive that MANY others need that Center as much as he does but I will only 
speak to my personal facts.  My father has Alzheimer's Disease (not severe 
enough yet to require total care) and he goes to the Belmont Senior Center 
almost daily for socialization and a meal. (he also gets his blood pressure 
checked periodically).  My dad depends on that Center and, oftentimes, when I 
ask him what he did "today", the only thing he remembers is that he was with 
his friends and played cards "at the Center".  He can't tell me what he ate 
necessarily but he can remember something funny that one of his friends did.  
He needs routine and this Center provides it for him.  Going to an Adult Day 
Care (such as Madonna) is just not a financial option for my parents.  
However, my poor mother needs the services of the Center just as much as my 
father does.  It gives her a break from my dad (to run errands, have a mental 
break, etc.) and, research has proven that Alzheimer's caregivers need the 
break.

Please reconsider the budget!  Ironically, in the same newscast that I saw 
from my home in Springfield, there was also a story on the rebuilding of the 
skateboard park in Lincoln and how much that costs.  I have nothing against 
skateboarding but I think there is a little mixed up priorities in your 
office.

I am sorry that I am unable to attend today's hearing.  However, I would 
welcome further discussion on this issue and invite you to contact me if you 
have any questions.

Sincerely,
Michelle Kalin
665 L.A. Bates St.
Springfield, NE  68059
(402) 253-3164



















"joycelmorgan" 
<joycelmorgan@alltel.net> 

08/06/2007 11:23 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject

Dear City Council Members:
 
Again, I wish to reiterate, do not close  the Calvert ActivAge Center.  It is the only one located on the south 
side  of Lincoln.  Not everyone can ride a bus to one of the other  ones.  If necessary, close one of those downtown 
or in north Lincoln,  as there are duplicate sites at those centers.    
 
Some seniors live in south Lincoln and  prefer to do so, but want the same privileges given the other  sites.  
 
Joyce Morgan     



<rjmartin2@windstream.net> 

08/06/2007 11:50 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Comp Plan No. 07016

Lincoln City Council
Re:  Comp Plan Conformance No. 07016

This letter is confirm my earlier letter to the Planning Commission opposing 
the "mixed-use office/retail development on "O" Street, between 25th and 
26th."   My opposition is not for the zoning use as it is the fact we as a 
city encourage and reward people to let older home run down and then we can 
use this as an excuse to tear them down.  When hearing the testimony presented 
to the Planning Commission I understood that they were in need of foundation 
repair and generally were just run down.  It is run down because owners did 
not take care of it.  Foundation repairs can be expensive but not as much as 
building new.  A new building will not provide the same character and be 
reflective the of the surrounding neighborhoods.  The three older homes would 
make a lovely retail/business area especially in conjunction with the older 
homes across the alley on the north side facing "P" Street.

Thank you for considering this when making your decision not only on this 
particular situation but when making policy in general.  Lincoln needs to 
encourage enforcement of codes, policy and any other strategies to keep our 
older structures from being demolished.

Becky Martin
338 South 29th
Lincoln, NE 68510
402-435-0740
















