
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
ROOM 113, 11:00 A.M.

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Nebraska Task Force One Deploys to Fort Worth.
*2. NEWS RELEASE. City Asks Residents for Help to Clear Fallen Tree Limbs.
*3. NEWS RELEASE. Public Invited to Open House on Lincoln’s Public Transit-Human

Services Transportation Plan. 
*4. NEWS RELEASE. Clarifications to Release from August 21 (City Asks Residents for

Help to Clear Fallen Tree Limbs).  

  RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
      ** 1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s News Conference on Thursday, August 30, at

Pentzer Park at 10:00 am.
      **  2. NEWS RELEASE. Housing Projects Awarded Nearly $900,000 in Grants.
      **  3. NEWS RELEASE. 911 Center’s Training Program Receives National Certification.

            RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Outlines Vision in State of the City. 
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule, Week of September 1-7, 2007. 
3. Mayor Beutler’s Response Letter to Susan Epps, Chair of StarTran Advisory Board,

Regarding Proposed Changes to the Transit Development Plan. 
4. NEW RELEASE. Public Invited to Annual Patriot Day Program. Tuesday, September

11, 2007 at the Veterans Memorial Garden in Antelope Park at 11:00 a.m. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Nominations Sought for Human Rights Award. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. City Opens New Recycling Site Near North Star High School.
   

II. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/BUDGET
*1. August Sales Tax Reports:

a. Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b. Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2001-2002 Through

2006-2007;
c. Sales Tax Refunds 2002-2003 Through 2007-2008; and
d. Net Sales Tax Collections 2001-2002 Through 2006-2007.

FINANCE/TREASURER (RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2007)
** 1. Monthly City Cash Report.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Bat Tests Positive for Rabies in Lincoln. 

 RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
        **1. NEWS RELEASE. Limiting Hazards in the Home Equals Fewer Family Health Risks.
        **2. NEWS RELEASE. Flu Shot Availability for 2007. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
*1. Preliminary Plat No. 07003. Cedar Cove Townhomes. North 90th Street and Leighton

Avenue. Resolution No. PC-01070.

RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
       **1. Special Permit No. 07034. Use of Historic Landmark as a Tea Room, 1204 Peach

Street. Resolution No. PC-01071.

PLANNING 
*1. Special Permit No. 07026. AgeMark, Domiciliary Care Facility. South 25th and Old

Cheney Road. Resolution No. PC-01066.

PLANNING (RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007)
  1. The City of Lincoln’s 2007/2008 - 2012/2013 Capital Improvement Program Posted on

the Planning Department Website at
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/capital/index.htm. 

PUBLIC WORKS (WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007)
  1. ADVISORY. Water Main Replacement Project #700295. Glade Street; 56th - 58th Street.

a. Map of Project #700295. 

III. CITY CLERK (WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007)
 1. Letter and Ordinance Request for “The Safe Placement of Newborns and Infants in the

City of Lincoln”, Plus Newspaper Article and “Blog” Comments.
       

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
        **1. Correspondence from Dave Landis, Urban Development. Concerns Regarding 48th and

“O” Streets.
        **2. Housing Starts the First Half of 2007. Single Family Permits

RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007
1. Letter with Attachment of Newspaper Article from Anna Regarding Senior Service

Cuts.

V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Russell Miller. Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance thanks City Council for

Prioritizing Budget Dollars Towards Public Safety Over Funding Roads.
*2. Email from Joe Beebe Commenting on Councilman Cook’s Behavior at Meeting. 
*3. Letter from People First of Lincoln Regarding Public Transportation and Handi-Van

Services, Signed by People First of Lincoln Members. (Each Council Member Received
Letter on 08/23/07)   
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MISCELLANEOUS RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3, 2007
         **1. Correspondence from Jaime Thomas with Suggestions for Safety on City Trails.
         **2. Letter from Lancaster County Substance Abuse Action Coalition (SAAC). Lincoln City

Parks Should Be a Safe (and Alcohol-Free Place) for All Citizens, At All Times. 
         **3. Letter from Lincoln Chamber of Commerce. Support Planning Commission

Appointments of Leirion Gaylor Baird, Wendy Francis, and Robert Moline. (Distributed
to Council on August 30, 3007) 

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIVED WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 10, 2007
 1. Email from William J. Gewain Questioning the AgeMark Lincoln Proposal.

2. Email with Photos from Sharon Gewain Outlining Alltel Building and Traffic Versus 
Agemark Proposal.   

3. Email from Carol Lechner. Opposition to Special Permit Allowing Agemark to Build at
25th and Cindy Drive. 

4. Email from Susan Bohling. Oppose Special Permit Allowing Agemark to Build
Commercial Business.  

5. Faxed Correspondence Received from Unknown Constituent on Voting. 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

* Held over from August 27, 2007
** Held over from September 3, 2007

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da091007.wpdmmm



MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER

MAYOR OUTLINES VISION IN STATE OF THE CITY

In his first State of the City address today, Mayor Chris Beutler said there is a new attitude at City Hall and 
challenged citizens to join him in creating a vision of Lincoln as a “world class” city.  He thanked the members of 
the City Council for their partnership during his first few months as Mayor.

“We are working together as a team, and it is clear they share a great love of this City and a great faith in its 
possibilities,” said Beutler.  “With those things in common, we have no need to dwell on our differences.  We can 
work together.  We have worked together.   We will work together in the future.   And Lincoln will be better off for 
it.”

Beutler said the State of the City is strong and growing stronger.  “Our finances are fundamentally sound.  Our 
neighborhoods are vibrant.  Our economy is gaining momentum.  Optimism is around every corner.  But I still start 
every day asking, ‘How can we be even better?’” Beutler said he is making good on all the promises he made during 
his campaign and when he took the oath of office:

     He worked with the Council and City staff to balance the City budget with no property tax increase.
     The Mayor and Council are implementing a plan for an independent audit board to conduct performance audits of  
     City departments.
     His administration has taken the first steps to create a centralized development permitting process for business.  
     “The people who use the system every day know best what needs to change,” he said.  “We look forward to 
     continuing to work with the Chamber, LIBA, the Realtors and the Home Builders to make Lincoln the most business 
     friendly City in the State.”
     Beutler hired a “top-quality” Fire Chief, Niles Ford, who attended the address with his wife, Carrie.  Ford will begin 
     his new job October 1.
     He has taken steps to battle meth crimes by replacing federal and state funds lost to the local drug task force and 
     adding a financial investigator to put more pressure on drug dealers.
     He has strengthened the City’s partnership with Lincoln Public Schools, preserving School Resource Officers and 
     creating a community-use gym for the future Arnold Elementary.
     Beutler created a Mayor’s Opportunities for a Vibrant Economy or MOVE Council, which has already developed a 
     more useful policy on tax increment financing.
     To address the need for funds to build roads, the administration is reviewing ways to build roads more cost 
     effectively and examining modern financing tools and State law to determine how we dedicate more money to road 
     building.  

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  August 30, 2007  
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

- more -



State of the City
August 30, 2007
Page Two
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Beutler thanked City employees for increasing their productivity and for responding to the changing culture in 
local governments.  “We are asking the hard questions.  We are insisting on accountability.  We are demanding 
more,” Beutler said.

Beutler said the Lincoln can only achieve its vision with community consensus, and he asked for help in leading 
the City to “a higher and better place.”

“In the past, our visions of the future seemed fuzzy and unattainable for most people, because the challenges of 
the present obscured our vision of what we could become,” he said.  “As a result, Lincoln has been defined by 
its limitations, rather than its tremendous strengths.  The voices of obstruction have been louder than the voices 
of cooperation.  We have been forced to accept too little, and not demanded enough.  It made a hopeful vision of 
the future difficult to see and nearly impossible to reach.

“Those days are over.  A new optimism is growing in the heart of Lincoln.  People are starting to embrace a 
new, powerful vision of what we can become.  They are beginning to understand that now can be our time.”

In his vision of the future, Mayor Beutler said he sees a City where all neighborhoods are safe, where 
entrepreneurs can prosper, where young people stay after college, and “where new roads speed passengers to 
good jobs.” He said his vision includes beautiful parks and trails, a thriving downtown, a new arena and sports 
triangle and a strong arts community. 

“In short, I envision a world class city that backs down from no challenge, where we tell every potential new 
business and every potential new family, ‘We are Lincoln, Nebraska, and we are on the move.’”

Mayor Beutler’s entire speech is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov.  Click on the 5 CITY-TV icon 
for video on demand. 



Date: August 31, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Week of September 1 - 7, 2007
Schedule subject to change

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule

Monday, September 3 - Labor Day Holiday, City offices closed 

No public appearances scheduled.







The Veterans Memorial Garden in Antelope Park will again be the site of “Patriot Day – Lincoln 
Remembers,” a free community memorial to observe the sixth anniversary of the terrorist attacks on America.  
The event is at 11 a.m. Tuesday, September 11.  It is sponsored by the City of Lincoln and the Mayor’s 
Advisory Council for the Veterans Memorial Garden. 

The keynote speaker will be John Hilgert, Director of the Nebraska Department of Veterans Affairs.  Other 
speakers include Keith Fickenscher, Chairman of the  Mayor’s Advisory Council for the Veterans Memorial 
Garden, and a representative of the families who lost loved ones in the 9-11 attacks.  “The National Anthem” 
and “The Battle Hymn of the Republic” will be sung by Zuri, and Edwin Mukusha will play “Amazing 
Grace” on the bagpipes.  The program also includes a duet by Aaron Fickenscher and Brian Kohel.
 
The public is encouraged to arrive early to tour the Garden and its memorials. Bench seating will be available, 
but those attending are encouraged to bring lawn chairs.  Parking is available north and south of the Auld 
Recreation Center.  Handicapped parking is available south of Auld.   In case of rain the event will move 
inside the Auld Recreation Center.  

For more information, contact Fickenscher at 486-8570.

PUBLIC INVITED TO ANNUAL PATRIOT DAY PROGRAM 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 4, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Keith Fickenscher, Veterans Memorial Garden, 486-8570
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NOMINATIONS SOUGHT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD

The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR) is now accepting nominations for the 2007  Gerald 
Henderson Human Rights Award.  The award was established in 2000 to recognize outstanding 
achievements in furthering human rights and relations in the City of Lincoln.  In 2003, the award was 
renamed to honor and remember Mr. Henderson, first director of the LCHR and a  long-time civil rights 
activist.  The award will be presented in November.

Completed forms can be dropped off at LCHR, faxed to 441-6937 or mailed to LCHR, 440 S. 8th St., 
Lincoln, NE 68508.  Those who submitted nominations in past years are encouraged to re-submit the entries.

Nominees will be judged on their achievements in improving human rights based on activities implemented, 
services performed or programs operated in the City of Lincoln.  Previous winners have been Dan Williams; 
Cecilia Olivarez Huerta; José Soto and the Division of Affirmative Action, Equity and Diversity at Southeast 
Community College; Milo Mumgaard and the Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest, 
Inc.; Judi M. gaiashkibos, Nebraska Indian Commission; and Florine Joseph..
 
The Human Rights Commission is the primary City agency responsible for the remediation of discrimination 
complaints brought by individuals.  LCHR serves as the civil rights law enforcement agency for Lincoln.  
The Commission also provides community education and technical assistance in order for people to know 
and understand their rights and responsibilities under law.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Lincoln Comm. on Human Rights, 440 S. 8th St., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7625, fax 441-6937

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Margie Kniep, LCHR, 441-7625, TDD 441-8398
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Nominations are due by 4:30 p.m., Friday, October 12.  Individuals can get the nomination forms four ways:
Call the Commission at 441-7625 or 441-8398 (TDD).

Send an e-mail to mkniep@lincoln.ne.gov. 

Print a form from the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: rights).  

Visit LCHR during regular business hours at 440 S. 8th St.



CITY OPENS NEW RECYCLING SITE
NEAR NORTH STAR HIGH SCHOOL

The City Recycling Office today announced that a new recycling drop-off site has opened south of North 
Star High School, 5801 N. 33rd St., to serve residents in north-central Lincoln. 

The recycling site accepts newspaper; residential mixed paper such as junk mail, magazines and telephone 
directories; cardboard; aluminum and tin cans; clear, green and brown glass bottles and jars; and plastic #1 
and #2 containers.

The new site will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  It will be closed on Sunday.  
“We’re pleased that Lincoln Public Schools has agreed to host the recycling site,” said Gene Hanlon, City 
Recycling Coordinator.  “This location will give area residents and the families of students attending the 
high school a convenient location to drop-off their recyclables.”

With the opening of the North Star facility, the City now operates a network of 26 recycling drop-off sites 
in the City and County.  The City also operates five recycling sites for newspaper only.

In the 2006-2007 fiscal year, the City received 7,075 tons of recyclables through its network of recycling 
drop-off sites.  For a listing of the sites and the types of material they accept, contact the recycling hotline 
at 441-8215; visit the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle); or see pages 51 through 53 in the 
blue pages of the Windstream phone directory.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Solid Waste Operations, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043, fax 441-8735

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043
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DISTRIBUTION OF FINAL EDITION OF CIP

TO: City Council

FROM: Sara Hartzell, Planning

DATE: September 6, 2007

SUBJECT: Final Edition of CIP

COPIES: Jean Walker - File (with no attachments)

The City of Lincoln’s 2007/2008 - 2012/2013 Capital Improvement Program has been posted on
the Planning Department website at http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/capital/index.htm. 

In the past we have also distributed a paper copy to City Council Members.  In the interest of
conserving resources, we are only doing this if requested.  If you would prefer a hard copy of the
CIP, please let Sara Hartzell (441-6372) or Michele Abendroth (441-6372) in the Planning
Department know and we will get one to you as quickly as possible.

The CIP can be easily accessed by following the directions below: 

Once you have logged onto the City’s InterLinc site (<www.lincoln.ne.gov>), follow these easy
steps to view the portion of CIP document you are looking for:

• type the keyword “cip” into the Search box in the center of the page
• select “Final Edition FY 2007/08 - 2012/13" under Current Program heading
• from there you are able to link directly to the summary tables and departmental

programs by clicking the appropriate link.  

Each file has been created in a “pdf” format, which means that you and your staff will be able to
print copies of the CIP as you need them.

If you have any questions concerning how to view and print the document, or if you have
questions concerning the content of the CIP, please feel free to call Sara Hartzell at 441-6372 or
email at shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov.  Thank you.

Q:\CIP\07-2013\Final Edition\city_council_ notice_final_ed_dist.wpd



September 4, 2007

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT #700295

Glade Street; 56th - 58th Street

The week of September 10, 2007, K2 Construction of Lincoln will be starting construction of a

replacement water main for the Engineering Services Division of the Public Works and Utilities

Department.

The limits are in Glade Street from 56th to 58th Street, 58th Street to Normal Boulevard, and  west and

east of 58th in Normal Boulevard. This construction  should be completed approximately late October

2007 barring weather or unforeseen conditions (see map on back).

K2 Construction will be required to maintain two- way traffic on 56th Street and Normal Boulevard.

However, there will be disruption to vehicular and pedestrian access during construction on Glade and

58th Streets. They will have very limited access. Temporary “no-parking” signs will be installed ahead

of time to permit the contractor working room. The work areas themselves will be barricaded.  Caution

should be used when using the areas under construction. 

The City of Lincoln realizes this project may temporarily inconvenience you for parking and possibly

loss of services (utility/water, etc.). Please be patient and we will rectify the situation as quickly as

possible. 

As a general reminder, if you have landscaping in the City right-of -way which you would like to save,

please plan to relocate them as soon as practical to avoid damages. The contractor will not be

responsible for items that are within the right-of-way once work starts.

If you have any problems or questions during the construction period, please contact the K2

Construction Superintendent, Tom Rogge at (402) 770-5728 or the City of Lincoln Project Manager

listed below.

Charlie Wilcox, Senior Engineering Specialist K2 Construction

Engineering Services, Public Works and Utilities Tom Rogge, Superintendent

Project Manager Phone: (402) 770-5728

Cell:  440-6067

Email:  cwilcox@lincoln.ne.gov

700295 Adv CDW tdq.wpd

mailto:cwilcox@lincoln.ne.gov






































Carol R Lechner 
<clechner@unlnotes.unl.edu> 

09/05/2007 08:11 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Agemark Building

It seems to me that home-owners who help develop a neighborhood and are confident in their 
protective covenant should not have to worry about businesses cropping up around them.  Much 
to our dismay, that is exactly what has happened in my own neighborhood in College View.    I 
want to express my opposition to a special permit to allow Agemark to build a commercial 
business at 25th and Cindy Drive.  I understand Agemark's desire to build a "home atmosphere" 
for their clients, but I believe it would be best to build in an area that is not yet as developed for 
private residences.  

Carol Lechner
4716 Hillside St.
Lincoln, NE  68506



"Bohling Susan - sbohli" 
<Susan.Bohling@acxiom.com
> 

09/05/2007 09:14 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Oppose Special permit for Agemark

I oppose a special permit to allow Agemark to build a commercial business in the 25th and Cindy Drive
neighborhood with their only entry and exit directly in front of the 25th Streethomes.

 

___________________________________

Susan Bohling |   A c x i o m   D a t a  S a l e s

402-432-8680 wireless | 402-420-3212 office

6632 Old Dominion Rd. | Lincoln, Nebraska  68516 | susan.bohling@acxiom.com | www.acxiom.com
                                                                                                          

ACXIOM®   WE MAKE INFORMATION INTELLIGENTTM

 

*****************************************************************
**********
The information contained in this communication is confidential, 
is
intended only for the use of the recipient named above, and may 
be legally
privileged.

If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you 
are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying 
of this
communication is strictly prohibited.

If you have received this communication in error, please resend 
this
communication to the sender and delete the original message or 
any copy
of it from your computer system.

Thank You.
*****************************************************************
***********

















AD D E N D U M 
T O 

D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2007     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of September
8 through 14, 2007 - Schedule subject to change. 

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor To Introduce Ordinance Creating Audit Board.
   

II. CITY CLERK - NONE

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE -

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 

1. E-Mail from Jodi Delozier - RE:  Item #12, 07R-160 -Special Permit #07026.      

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. E-Mail from Brad Sipp - RE: Item #12, 07R-160 - Proposal for the Zone Change at
25th & Old Cheney.

2. E-Mail from Jennifer Rawlinson, President, Pine Lake Association - RE: Item #39,
07-132 Vacation #05008-Delay requested on SAV#05008.

3. E-Mail from Russell Miller, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman - RE:
Item#7, 07-142 - Conditional Support of Change of Zone #07046 sale of alcohol.  

4. E-Mail from Craig & Cathy Smith - RE: Item #12, 07R-160 -Special Permit
#07026.  

5. E-Mail from Jana Langemach - RE:   Item #12, 07R-160 -Special Permit #07026.   

6. Faxed Letters from Vicki Shank - RE: Item #12, 07R-160 - Letters she received
from Agemark at 35th & Old Cheney Road.  

7. Faxed Letter from Rick Moseman - RE: Lincoln Electric System.     

      daadd091007/ tjg



Date: September 7, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of September 8 through 14, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Thursday, September 13

Friday, September 14

Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

Child Advocacy Center open house - 4:30 p.m., 3200 Sumner Street 



MAYOR TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE CREATING AUDIT BOARD

Mayor Chris Beutler will submit an ordinance creating a City Audit Advisory Board to the City Clerk 
Monday, Sept. 10.  The Board would be empowered to contract for internal, financial, operational and 
performance audits of City government. 

“City government must have the trust and faith of its citizens in order to balance the budget, build the roads 
and set the conditions for job creation,” said Beutler.  “My proposal for a City Audit Advisory Board assures 
the public that their tax dollars are being spent wisely and efficiently.”  The ordinance is expected to be on 
the Council agenda for its September 24 meeting, and the public hearing is expected to be October 1.

An internal auditor position has been included in the City budget for two years, but the search was hampered 
by a lack of qualified applicants.  Mayor Beutler proposed the alternative of establishing an audit committee 
under the general direction of the Council.  This year’s City budget includes $100,000 to conduct audits.

Beutler said Council members were included in developing the ordinance, and  he anticipates their continued 
support.  “Council members and I have worked together.  We have compromised.  Now, we have an 
ordinance that will serve us all well,” Beutler said.

Under the proposed ordinance, the six-member Board would include three Mayoral appointees and three 
appointed by the Council.  At least two must be certified public accountants or internal auditors or have 
specialized knowledge in the conducting of performance audits.  Any action would require four votes.  The 
City Council would recommend audits.  The Board would determine if an audit is needed and its scope.  The 
City would then contract with either the State Auditor or a private auditor with expertise in the issue area 
being examined.  The Board would report the audit results to the Mayor and Council within 60 days of the 
final report.

“We cannot let political considerations dictate our public process,” Beutler said.  “An independent Board 
ensures that the City’s financial agenda is more important than any political agenda.   Performance audits 
initiated by our Council offer a meaningful look at what City departments do and how they do it.  The 
Council and I share the same goal – creating a City government that operates with greater efficiency and 
provides better service.  I am confident that the Council will pass this ordinance and create an even stronger 
budget future for Lincoln.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 7, 2007 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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 Don Herz, Finance Director, 441-7411



<tdelozier@pol.net> 

09/08/2007 08:58 AM

To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Robin Eschliman

Ms. Eschliman,

I want to make a comment on the proposed building of an Alzeimer's home at
the corner of 27th and Old Cheney.  Although I do not live in that
neighborhood I do NOT support this proposal.  I may not have the exact
legal wording of their homeowner's covenants, but if this area is zoned
for single family housing, it should remain as such.  I do not think the
city or planning commission should be rezoning neighborhood areas into
business districts.  Ms. Eschliman, put yourself in the homeowners' shoes.
These families bought their homes because they wanted to live in a
neighborhood and not across from a business.  I realize that Alltel has a
building there, but it does not generate much traffic and if one adds on
the potential existence of an Alzeimer's home, it will double the traffic
if not more.  This business is definitely going to generate more traffic
and congestion than five single family homes (not the nine which Hunzeker
suggested).  There will be delivery trucks, ambulance arrivals, visitor
and employee cars.  I know that you are smart enough to realize the
difference in impact.  I urge you not to support this plan and to allow
the homeowners' covenants to remain in effect.  It's not always about tax
dollars.  Thank-you.

Jodi Delozier
Lincoln, NE



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

09/07/2007 08:24 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Brad Sipp
Address:  2441 Bretigne Drive
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68512

Phone:    613-5150
Fax:
Email:    bsipp1@bigred.unl.edu

Comment or Question:
A PROPOSAL FOR THE ZONING CHANGE AT 25th AND OLD CHENEY
Perhaps a compromise could be made that would alleviate the fears of the 
immediate neighbors.  If the facility were to only have access from Old Cheney 
and/or 27th Street then the additional traffic from large delivery trucks, 
ambulances,personnel, etc. would be alleviated.  By structuring the traffic to 
the facility on streets that are already main traffic arteries, there would 
not be an additional traffic burden placed on the surrounding residential 
streets.  This is an extremely quiet neighborhood with children riding bikes, 
families walking together and a general level of closeness among neighbors.  
Without a limitation on where entrances to the facility can be placed, an 
undue burden will certainly be placed on those living on streets that would 
provide access to the facility. While the owners of the facility may not like 
restrictions being placed on the access to their property; their feelings 
should be balanced with the safety concerns of those who live in the 
surrounding neighborhood. Many of whom may have bought their properties with 
the belief that the property could only be used for residential housing.

Sincerely,

Brad Sipp



"Jennifer Cusick-Rawlinson" 
<jcrawlinson@bisoninc.com> 

09/07/2007 04:24 PM
Please respond to

<jcrawlinson@bisoninc.com>

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>, <mmmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc "'Jon Camp'" <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>, 
<BWill@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

bcc

Subject Delay requested on SAV#05008

Please delay action  regarding SAV#05008, the petition to vacate the portion of Pine Lake Road  between 
Westshore Drive and Eastshore Drive, until the September 17th City  Council meeting.
 
The City Council  would like clarification on Pine Lake Association's intent to purchase the  property if the value is 
not adjusted and the Pine Lake Association board of  directors will discuss the matter at their September 13th board 
meeting.  I  will communicate the Association's decision to the Council on September 14th,  allowing for a vote on 
the 17th.
 
Please confirm this  agenda item has been moved to the 17th.  Thank you for your  assistance.
 
Jennifer Rawlinson
President, Pine Lake Association
(402) 474-3353
 



Russell Miller 
<neb31340@alltel.net> 

09/09/2007 09:44 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject testimony for change of zone #07046 sale of alcohol

341 S. 52nd Street
Lincoln, NE  68510

September 10, 2007

Lincoln City Council
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE  68508

RE:  Conditional Support of Change of Zone #07046

Dear City Council Members:

The Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance (LNA) would like to offer it’s support for Change of Zone 
#07046 defining a restaurant and establishing conditions for the sale of alcohol at such 
establishments as amended at the August 15, 2007 Planning Commission public hearing.

LNA’s support is contingent upon the 60/40 split between food and alcohol sales, with no more 
than 40% of sales originating from alcohol.  This would ensure that the facility was in fact 
operating as a restaurant and not as a bar.

LNA would like to thank Mark Hunzeker and the Planning Commission staff for their diligence 
in notifying the neighborhoods of this proposed change.  We sincerely appreciate the opportunity 
to work together to make Lincoln a better city to live, work and play.

Regards,

Russell Miller
Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman

cc:  Mayor Chris Beutler



"Craig A. Smith" 
<casmith@speedwaymotors.c
om> 

09/09/2007 11:42 PM

To Council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject FW: Special Permit 07026   The Opus X Old Cheney Plan - 
from Craig Smith - Speedway

 
Lincoln City Council
Lincoln Ne 
 
Dear Council Members 
 
Item 44 07R-160   Reference:  Special Permit  07026   

Opus X plans to  construct a 31 unit  domiciliary care facility for 33 residents  on approximately 1.84 
acres generally located S.25th Street  and Old Cheney Road. Lot 2 Chez Ami Knolls  9th 
Addition, Lincoln.

In observing testimony from the  September 3rd 2007, City Council Meeting concerning the proposed  Domiciliary 
Care facility, there were several inaccuracies and concerns that  came to my attention. 

I was surprised to hear that this  facility would be serviced only by UPS styled van bodied 
vendor  trucks.  I think if you review any similar type facilities  and/or nursing homes, this is not 
the case. Suppliers such as Pegler Sysco,  Cash-Wa and others vendors are using only 
Semi-truck and pup trailer combos and  generally refrigerated full size semi trailers. 

In regards to the site plan and access,  this development should be providing adequate loading areas, site circulation  
and turning radius to handle such truck traffic on the site.   If not, how do they plan to address problems of these 
trucks blocking  access, visitor and employee parking, double parking when unloading, backing in  the drives off 
the city street.  These circulation design  elements, screening and setback requirements are expensive, however, they 
are  required for other semi-truck deliveries to hospitals and schools.   With this proposed development affecting an 
existing neighborhood, these  concerns should be increasing scrutinized.  Specific  design guidelines would be 
available from traffic engineering and/or building  and safety departments – they would outline these 24’ to 53’ 
tractor trailer  combinations requirements. The square footage of the structure would need to be  adjusted to 
accommodate adequate circulation.

In review of the revised site  plan, what provisions does the developer have to provide truly 
adequate parking  on the site?  Are 16 stalls +2 handicapped stalls for  employees, doctors, 
visitors along with sales reps adequate?   What is the employee ratios required by law for the  
patients?   Is there a permanent parking easement  attached to property owned by the insurance 
company the developers plan to use  across Old Cheney?  What about employee’s convenience 
and  distance requirements in parking across Old Cheney.  What if  this endeavor fails? What is 
the developer’s solution for parking and access in  that case?  Parking design standards for any 
type of  commercial reuse of this facility would be significantly  insignificant.  In years to come, 
we all don’t want to see  some blighted building or forced non conforming use, just because of 
inadequate  site design on the front end.  Please consider these site  limitations and easements in 
approving this special permit. 

As an owner at 5930 Norman Road, I am  very familiar with truck deliveries of this type.  Every  weekday morning, 



suppliers such as Pegler and Cash Wa along with other vendors  make their deliveries to the Knolls Restaurant. 
They unload and then travel east  past my house up Norman Road to The Knolls and back north to Old  Cheney.

The original Knolls neighborhood is  unique in the fact that much of the area does not have pedestrian sidewalks. 
You  walk in the street. On The Knolls and Norman Road you’ll see people jogging,  walking, pushing strollers, 
kids riding their bikes and people walking their  dogs in the street from early morning to late evening.  Adding  to 
these numbers are the small children walking or riding bikes to the Knolls  County Club. They are attending 
summer morning lessons or off to the pool  throughout the day.  You can see these children carrying  towels, tennis 
rackets and golf clubs. Yes, walking in the street. What is the  city’s responsibility for providing pedestrian safety 
and does this not compound  the issue.

The Knolls and Norman Road has also  become the major connector between Hill Elementary and Scott Middle 
school  neighborhoods.  Daily, you see children walking or biking,  either direction to their perspective schools. 
Norman Road, with it’s updated  stoplight at Old Cheney, has seen a dramatic increased of traffic over the past  
years.  Functioning as the shortcut access from the Ridge and  south neighborhoods, Norman Road is the only 
signaled access to go west on Old  Cheney road from 14th to 27th street. A steady stream of  vehicles in the morning, 
afternoon and evening has rushing commuters and parents  delivering their children using Norman Road to access 
Old Cheney. 

Council review should insure proper  design for realistic expectation of deliveries and site internal truck  circulation 
at this facility.  Other measures, such as  limiting truck access through the neighborhood south on 25th to Heidi  Lane 
and west bound traffic down The Knolls road and Norman Road should be  examined. Posting specific signs on 25th 
at Cindy Drive limiting  access to NO TRUCKS OVER 10-20 TONS could also be a consideration for this  
situation. Enforcement of these postings should be discussed with the police,  the developer and neighborhood 
groups. 

Development of this property has been  extremely overdue.  It is a prime site for such a medical type  of project.  
Please consider requesting further study on the  site plan to meet city standards in addressing truck deliveries and 
parking.  Simply granting approval will limit any control the council has to affect a long  term impact on the 
adjacent property owners. 

Thank you for your  consideration in this matter.  

Sincerely

Craig A. and Cathy Smith

5930 Norman Road  Lincoln NE   68512

Any Questions please call or respond  to:     Craig A.  Smith   540-3112 C  438-2424  HOME

 Email:  CASMITH@SPEEDWAYMOTORS.COM 

In discussing this matter with  D.William (Bill) and Joyce Smith of 5901 The Knolls, they concur with me on this  
matter and would like to express their concerns for safety and additional truck  traffic down The Knolls road.  Their 
house is located  4th from Old Cheney on The Knolls road. They have grandchildren  walking in the street to their 
house from Norman road and Rolling Hills. Thank  you for the consideration. 

 



5920 The Knolls 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68512 
September 7, 2007 
 
 
Members of the City Council 
City of Lincoln 
County-City Building 
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Dear Members of the City Council of Lincoln: 
 
Our quality of life and the integrity of our residential neighborhoods have long been 
regarded as important values to promote and preserve in Nebraska’s capital city. As 
leaders of our city, you have long sought to preserve existing neighborhoods and protect 
those unique features that set each apart and give our city character and beauty.  
 
Some of our neighborhoods derive their uniqueness from the historic nature of their 
houses and architecture; other neighborhoods are unique and worth preserving because of 
their diversity and variety. Still others are attractive because they offer convenience to the 
city core and promote an active, vibrant downtown. I propose to you that the 
neighborhood known as The Knolls and its surrounding streets, too, is both unique and 
worthy of preservation.  
 
Built 40-plus years ago on what once was farmland, The Knolls has maintained as best it 
can - despite two main arterials and a thriving retail center to the south - a more rural 
flavor. Its lots are large and private; its trees fully grown and in their prime; its streets 
generally reserved for residential purposes; many of its families being long-time residents 
who pay taxes and who raised their children here. While busy traffic on both Old Cheney 
Road and South 27th Street has created challenges, much of that country-like feel 
remains.  
 
I am sure you agree with me that The Knolls is one of Lincoln’s attractive 
neighborhoods, not necessarily one with the newest, most expensive, or largest homes, 
but one in which middle-class homeowners work to maintain their houses and raise their 
families and appreciate the space and privacy. For these reasons, I strongly believe that a 
proposed residential Alzheimer’s care facility is not an appropriate addition to the 
neighborhood. I understand the concept that public good and public need may outweigh 
individual homeowners’ desires; however, in this instance, I am not convinced that a 
public need exists or that the public need is great enough to disrupt families who have 
enjoyed their homes and their neighborhood for many years. I am also not convinced that 
the proposed facility represents the best use of the land. 
 
In what seems like yesterday, but actually has been more than 20 years ago, health care 
institutions planning to build or expand were required to go before a government review  



process and obtain, what was then called, a certificate of need to proceed with their plans. 
The process was designed to review the need for such a facility and the appropriateness 
of it in the location being considered. That federal-state process, which was intended to 
curb spiraling health care costs, has since been abandoned. Absent that process, we no 
longer know if a residential health care facility, like the one being proposed for 25th and 
Old Cheney Road, is even needed in our community or if it intends to deliver care that is 
reasonable in cost and consistent with the latest, best research in the field.  
 
In my limited research into the subject of Alzheimer’s care because I am power-of-
attorney for a family member who is need of care, I have found that some experts believe 
Alzheimer’s patients are best cared for in a small environment of 15 or fewer residents. 
These settings provide a family-type atmosphere in which activities are planned 
throughout the day to help delay progression of the disease. The residents live in private 
rooms. The facilities are small. While my relative lives in another state, I have found that 
she could move into an existing Alzheimer’s care facility here in Lincoln with little or no 
waiting time for a room to become available.  
 
Keeping in mind the desired goal to treasure and preserve unique neighborhoods in our 
city and the lack of documented need for such a facility as is being proposed, I urge you 
to deny the special use permit for the proposed Alzheimer’s care facility at 25th Street 
and Old Cheney Road. This proposed facility seems to be too large for this tract of land 
and possibly too large to deliver the best possible care that Alzheimer’s patients need and 
deserve. Once the peace and quiet of this neighborhood has been disrupted, it can never 
be returned. I know of no other neighborhood quite like it in the city of Lincoln. 
 
Thank you for making it possible for residents to make their views known and for 
listening. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jana Langemach 
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