
City Council Introduction: Monday, September 24, 2007
Public Hearing: Monday, October 1, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 07-154

FACTSHEET
TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07051, requested by
Lamar Outdoor Advertising, amending Title 27 of the
Lincoln Municipal Code relating to nonconforming signs
by amending Section 27.69.320 to add provisions
allowing a nonconforming off-premises sign to be
replaced without being brought into compliance with the
zoning code sign regulations under limited
circumstances; and repealing Section 27.69.320 of the
Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 09/12/07
Administrative Action: 09/12/07

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (9-0: Sunderman,
Larson, Carroll, Krieser, Esseks, Carlson, Strand,
Taylor and Cornelius voting ‘yes’).  
 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. This amendment to the zoning ordinance proposes to allow the replacement of nonconforming off-premises
signs (billboards) that have two sign faces, either side-by-side or vertically stacked, facing a direction of traffic.
Under the current language, signs that are nonconforming cannot be changed or structurally altered without
coming into conformance with the sign code.  The proposed language would allow for the replacement of a sign,
even though it does not meet all of the provisions of the current code, if it is smaller, lower, and of monopole
type construction. 

2. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.2, concluding that this
amendment should result in an improved streetscape by replacing obsolete signs with smaller and usually
shorter monopole signs, as well as decreasing the total number of sign faces and structures.  The staff
presentation is found on p.4.

3. The applicant’s testimony is found on p.4.   

4. The record consists of two letters in support (p.12-14).

5. There was no testimony in opposition.  

6. On September 12, 2007, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 9-0 to
recommend approval.  
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for September 12, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone #07051

PROPOSAL: A text amendment to 27.69.320 to allow the replacement of nonconforming off-
premise signs under certain conditions.

CONCLUSION: This Zoning Ordinance amendment should result in an improved streetscape
by replacing obsolete signs with more smaller and usually shorter monopole
signs.

          
RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

ANALYSIS:

1. Lamar Outdoor Advertising has approached the City with the proposal of being able to
replace some nonconforming off-premise signs (billboards) with a new cleaner and smaller
sign without losing the sign in total.  Under the current language, signs that are
nonconforming cannot be changed or structurally altered without coming into conformance
with the sign code. This often results in the old sign being retained long past its useful life in
order to keep a sign at a location. A unique example of this type of circumstance is on the
northeast corner of 33rd and O, where an existing double stacked billboard remains on a “hill”
because it can not be replaced.

2. The proposed language would allow for the replacement of a sign, even though it does not
meet all the provisions of the current code, if it is a smaller, lower, monopole type of
construction.  A trade-out ratio to accomplish the replacement would be at two to one, or four
to one for a digital sign. In order to but in a new sign,  two square foot of sign bank must be
removed for each one square foot of new replacement sign. If the new sign is a digital sign,
then four square foot is removed from the bank for each one square foot of new sign area.

3. This application should result in replacement of obsolete signs with smaller and shorter
signs, as well as decreasing the total number of sign faces and structures.

4. The applicant has indicated that the primary focus is to remove and replace obsolete stacked
and side-to-side double faced signs. There are about 42 locations of such sign structures
across the city. 

5. A concern of staff was the potential impact of condemning and paying for a new replacement
sign in the process of a city street project. Public Works reviewed the current locations and
indicates only a couple of signs are potentially impacted for future right of way. Discussions
regarding cost, indicate that buying a newer but smaller replacement sign for a city project
should not cost substantially more than an older but larger structure.
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Prepared by:

Michael DeKalb
441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Planner
August 22, 2007

APPLICANT: Don Deitemeyer for 
Lamar Outdoor Advertising
5201 S. 16th Street
Lincoln, NE 68512
(402) 423-0027

CONTACT: Donald Deitemeyer
5201 S. 16th Street
Lincoln, NE 68512
(308) 390-4082
ddeitemeyer@lamar.com
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07051

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: September 12, 2007

Members present: Esseks, Carlson, Cornelius, Sunderman, Strand, Larson, Krieser, Taylor and
Carroll.

Ex Parte Communications: None.  

Staff recommendation: Approval.  

Staff presentation:  Mike DeKalb of Planning staff submitted a letter in support from the Witherbee
Neighborhood Association.  

DeKalb explained that this proposal is requested by Lamar Outdoor Advertising, who worked with
staff to come up with language that is mutually acceptable and beneficial.  This will result in the
ability and incentive to remove old obsolete signs and replace them with new, more attractive and
longer lasting signs.  

Proponents

1.  Martha Lee Heyne of Lamar Outdoor Advertising, 5906 Rolling Hills Blvd., agreed that the
applicant has worked hard with the Planning Department over the last several months to anticipate
any concerns or questions about this legislation, and she believes all concerns have been
addressed with this amendment.  This legislation affects a little over 40 signs in the community.
Lamar believes that this change is not only supportive of their business and business in general,
but also the city’s aesthetic future.  She confirmed that Lamar no longer builds I-beams or stacked
units.  They only build monopole back-to-backs.  

There was no testimony in opposition.  

Esseks expressed some concern about the new sign not being in full compliance with the sign code.
We must be giving something up while gaining a smaller, lower monopole.  What are we giving up?
DeKalb suggested that the current code allows a sign to stay in place as long as it can.  The reality
is that there is no incentive to remove them, which results in a scenario like 33rd & O, where the
steel posts are standing without the faces.  If they pull the structure, they lose the site.  He
suggested that “what we are giving up” is that the sign will eventually go away.  We are gaining an
aesthetically more pleasing sign.  There are close to 12 provisions that can make a sign
nonconforming.  The benefit to the community is that it gets rid of the stacked old sign that will
attempt to be salvaged and maintained in perpetuity.  Esseks confirmed that the new sign would
be smaller, lower and have a single support.  DeKalb agreed, and the new sign would also have to
have down-lights.  

Taylor inquired about light pollution.  How does the smaller sign address that concern?  DeKalb
explained that there are three categories of signs: non-illuminated, external light sources on the
sign, and LED signs like TV screens.  The LED signs have a light level.  For those that have
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external lights, many of the older signs had lights at the base shooting up with a lot of light pollution
to the sky.  The new sign code requires down-lighting.  

ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: September 12, 2007

Larson moved approval, seconded by Strand.

Larson believes this will be a gain for the community because without it there is no incentive to
change those locations.  They won’t give them up and we will continue to have some of these ugly
side-by-side and stacked locations, whereas this will present a much more attractive sign.  

Motion for approval carried 9-0:  Esseks, Carlson, Cornelius, Sunderman, Strand, Larson, Krieser,
Taylor and Carroll voting ‘yes’.  This is a recommendation to the City Council.  
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July 6,2007 

Dear City Council, 

As the owner of the property and business Speidell 

Monuments, Inc., at 3344 "0" Street, I would like to give 

my input on the placement of the large Lamar billboard 

that currently sits at the edge of my property line 

between my business and the new Starbucks complex 

being built at 33rd and "0". The sign definitely needs to 

be relocated with a monopole structure further back from 

"0" street. I fully agree with Clay Smith, general partner 

of Speedway Motors, that a change in the city ordinance 

should allow for this sign to be relocated as it would 

benefit my business aesthetically and allow for 

landscaping to occur. Please consider this request, 

Sincerely, 

~~
 
Betty Speidell, Speidell Monuments, Inc. 

3344 "0" Street RECEIVED 
JUL 1 Q 2007 

Lincoln, I\JE 68510 
CiTY COUNCIL 

OFFICE 

, 012
 



SUPPORT ITEM NO. 4.2: R!INIGB OF ZONB NO. 07051 
(p.97 - Public Hearing - 9/12/07) 

OhoI"200oI.""" 
09/111200710:19 PM 

To 

co 

plan@lincoln.ne.gov, Ohair42@aol.com 

bee 

Subject Fwd: [WNA_Board) Change of Zone # 07051·Proposed 
ordinance change to TiUe 27... 

See whafs new at AOL.cQm and Make AOL YQur HQmecage.
 
----- Message frQm Qhair42@aQI.comQnTue, 11 Sep 2007 23:14:35 EDT ---­


To: pla@lincoln.ne.gov, WNA_Board@yahoogroups.com 
Subi_d: [WNA_Board] Change of lone # 0705 I-Proposed ordinance change to Title 27 ofLMC 

TQ LincQln-Lancaster County Planning Commission: 

The Witherbee Neighborhood Association (WNA), which encompasses the area from the south side of 0 
Street tQ Randolph and the east side of S. 33rd to N. 56th, is in support of the proPQsed amendment to 
27.69.320 Qf the ZQning Ordinance. The WNA BQard agrees this amendment would result in an improved 
streetscape by replacing obsolete non-conforming signs, such as the existing Qne at the northeast corner 
of N. 33rd and 0 (see attached), with a mQre smaller and shorter mQnQpole sign. 

The WNA Board therefQre asks that our comments in support of this proposed Qrdinance change be 
submitted for the recQrd at the September 12, 2007 Planning CQmmission Meeting. 

Steve Schwab 
WNA POresident 

See whafs new at AOL.cQm and Make AOL YQur Homepage. 
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