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RESOLUTION NO. A-

WHEREAS, the Lincoln City Council recognizes the that in the last several years
there have been unsafe abandonments of newborns and infants in the State of
Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, the Lincoln City Council recognizes the need to curtail this unsafe
abandonment of newborns and infants; and

WHEREAS, in order to foster the safe abandonment of newborns and infants
there is a need for a law to allow a parent to give up an unwanted newborn or infant at a
designated safe surrender site such as a hospital emergency room or fire station with
no fear of arrest or prosecution for abandonment as long as the newborn or infant has
not been abused or neglected; and

WHEREAS, unless parents of newborns and infants are protected from
prosecution for their abandonment of a newborn or infant, then the incidents of
newborns and infants being left in dangerous circumstances where they could be
injured or even die will continue to occur; and

WHEREAS, forty-eight states have adopted laws providing for the safe
placement of newborns and infants also known as “Baby Safe Haven Law”; and

WHEREAS, newborns and infants of the State of Nebraska deserve at least the
same protection and consideration as provided in the other forty-eight states; and

WHEREAS, the Unicameral proposed this protection in LB 157 in the 100th
Legislature — 1st Session 2007 which was not enacted.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Lincoln, Nebraska, that the City Council goes on record in support of State legislation

which would adopt a Baby Safe Haven Law to discourage unsafe baby abandonment.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk is directed to send a copy of
this resolution to the Nebraska Legislature and urges the Nebraska Legislature to adopt

a Baby Safe Haven Law in the upcoming legislative session.
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