
City Council Introduction: Monday, October 1, 2007
Public Hearing: Monday, October 8, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 07R-204

FACTSHEET
TITLE: Letter of Appeal filed by Somsri Chollett,
appealing the decision by the Historic Preservation
Commission regarding a Certificate of Appropriateness
for a sign at Magnolia Restaurant located at 301 North
8th Street in the Haymarket. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the
Certificate of Appropriateness as requested.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE: Historic Preservation
Commission:  Public Hearing: 09/20/07
Administrative Action: 09/20/07

RECOMMENDATION: Approval, upon condition that
the sign not include neon (4-0: Berggren, Francis,
Helwig and Walker voting ‘yes’; McKee, Ripley and
Young absent).  

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. Magnolia Restaurant submitted a request to the Historic Preservation Commission for a Certificate of
Appropriateness for a projecting sign at the southeast corner of the Seaton & Lea Ironworks building in
Haymarket Landmark District.  

2. The staff recommendation of approval, as requested, is based upon the “Discussion” as set forth in the staff
report on p.3-4, concluding that the proposed sign appears to offer a clear, simple design and to be consistent
with other restaurant signs approved at this intersection and throughout the district.  Its placement and scale
on the building are consistent with past approvals by the Historic Preservation Commission.  It is a matter of
interpretation for the Historic Preservation Commission as to whether this type of neon-outlined sign is
appropriate for this particular building. 

3. The minutes of the public hearing before the Historic Preservation Commission held on September 20, 2007
are found on p.7-8.  

4. On September 20, 2007, a motion to approve the sign as proposed by the applicant, with neon illumination,
failed 3-1 (Francis, Helwig and Walker voting ‘yes’; Berggren voting ‘no’; McKee, Ripley and Young absent).
By ordinance, an affirmative action of the board requires a majority of the seven members.

5. On September 20, 2007, the Historic Preservation Commission voted 4-0 to approve the Certificate of
Appropriateness for the sign, upon condition that the sign not be neon illuminated.

6. On September 26, 2007, Somsri Chollett filed a letter appealing the Historic Preservation Commission decision
that the sign not be illuminated to the City Council (See p.2).

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: September 26, 2007

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: September 26, 2007

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2007\HPC Appeal
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MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Thursday, September 20, 2007, 1:30 p.m., Conference
PLACE OF MEETING: Room 206, 2nd Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th

Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Jerry Berggren, Tim Francis, Bruce Helwig and Carol
ATTENDANCE: Walker; (Jim McKee, Bob Ripley and Terry Young

absent).  Ed Zimmer and Teresa McKinstry of the
Planning Department; and other interested citizens.

STATED PURPOSE Regular Historic Preservation Commission Meeting
OF MEETING:

Vice Chair Tim Francis called the meeting to order and requested a motion approving the
minutes for the regular meeting held July 19, 2007 and the meeting held August 16, 2007.
Motion for approval made by Helwig, seconded by Walker.  Motion for approval carried 4-0:
Berggren, Francis, Helwig and Walker voting ‘yes’; McKee, Ripley and Young absent.  
                                           
The opportunity was given for persons with limited time or with an item not appearing on
the agenda to address the Commission.  No one appeared. 

APPLICATION BY MAGNOLIA RESTAURANT FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
APPROPRIATENESS FOR WORK AT 301 N. 8TH STREET IN THE HAYMARKET
LANDMARK DISTRICT
PUBLIC HEARING: September 20, 2007

Members present: Berggren, Francis, Helwig and Walker; McKee, Ripley and Young
absent. 

Ed Zimmer presented a color drawing of the proposed sign.   

Helwig inquired how much neon is on the sign.  Zimmer replied the outline of the sign and
the outline of the flower is neon.  A previous sign at this location had approved
downlighting.  La Paloma had approval on a neon addition to their sign.  They never
followed through.   

Berggren does not care for the neon.  Neon has never been on this building.  It post dates
the age of the building.  He would approve the sign without the neon.   

Walker noted that the applicant needs to have some kind of lighting. 



Meeting Minutes Page 2

Francis would like to see the sign approved as submitted. 

Walker does not have an objection to neon.  

Berggren would like to see the lighting be consistent with what has been on the building
previously.  The applicant could do uplighting or downlighting.  

ACTION: September 20, 2007

Francis made a motion for approval of the sign as proposed by the applicant, seconded by
Walker.  Motion failed 3-1: Francis, Helwig and Walker voting ‘yes’; Berggren voting ‘no’;
McKee, Ripley and Young absent. 

Berggren made a motion to approve the sign as presented without neon illumination, plans
for future illumination to be submitted at a future meeting, seconded by Helwig.  

Berggren noted that they could construct the sign, hang it up and decide on the illumination
later.  If no sign is approved, the applicant is left without any signage.  

Zimmer does not believe the sign could easily be adapted for a different kind of illumination.
Don Denton indicated that Zimmer was correct.  Zimmer noted that temporary banners are
allowed in the Haymarket.  

Motion carried 4-0: Berggren, Francis, Helwig and Walker voting ‘yes’; McKee, Ripley and
Young absent. 

F:\FILES\PLANNING\HPC\MINUTES\2007\magnolia excerpt.wpd


