
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2007 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 
ROOM 113, 11:00 A.M

I. MAYOR 
1. Drinking Water Samples Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli Bateria by the

Colilert®Method of Analysis.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln Fire and Rescue Reminds Residents to Practice Fire Escape

Plans. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Public Hearing Set on Cardwell Branch Watershed. 
4. Washington Report, September 28, 2007.

   
II. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report, August 2007.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Special permit No. 07037. (Off-Sale Alcohol, 1930 West “O” Street) Resolution No. PC-

01079.
2. City Special Permit No. 07041. Fox Trail Estates Community Unit Plan. (S.W. 56th and W.

Old Cheney Road - Split Jurisdiction) Resolution No. PC-01080. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Correspondence Received in Opposition to Special Permit No. 1685A, Located at South

12th and D Streets

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
1. Correspondence from Nicole Tooze Regarding Striping Complaint in the 70th and Pioneers

Streets Area. 
2. Correspondence from Nicole Tooze Regarding Claim Filed for Damage Caused by Street

Striping in the 70th and Pioneers Streets Area. 

III. CITY CLERK
       

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
1. Request to Public Works & Utilities Dept. - RE: Bus System (RFI#10 - 10/02/07)

V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Correspondence from John E. Cederberg, CPA, on Ordinance Creating the City Audit

Advisory Board and Related Matters. (Distributed to Council Members on 10/01/07
before Formal Council Meeting) 

2. Correspondence from Jason Stege Regarding StarTran Proposed Routes.  

VI.  ADJOURNMENT         
      W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da100807.wpd         





















PUBLIC HEARING SET ON CARDWELL BRANCH WATERSHED

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission meeting Wednesday, October 10 will include a public 
hearing on the Cardwell Branch Watershed Master Plan.  A proposed amendment to the Comprehensive Plan 
would incorporate the master plan as a subarea plan.  The Planning Commission meeting begins at 1 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers, 555 South 10th Street.

The Cardwell Branch Watershed is southwest of Lincoln.  The master plan  addresses flood issues, stormwater 
quality and stream stability and includes long-term planning tools and improvement projects to guide 
sustainable growth in the region.  

After action by the Planning Commission the master plan will have public hearings before the City Council 
and County Board.

For more information, call Devin Biesecker with the City Public Works and Utilities Department at 441-4955 
or Ed Ubben with the Lower Platte South NRD at 476-2729.  More information on the project is available at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: watershed).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Watershed Management, 901 North 6th Street, Lincoln, NE  68508, 441-7701, fax 441-8194

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 3, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Devin Biesecker, Public Works and Utilities, 441-4955
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Ed Ubben, Lower Platte South NRD, 476-2729



 

BUDGET 
Congress clears temporary measure to fund 
federal programs into FY 2008.  Both the 
House and Senate this week approved a 
Continuing Resolution (CR) that will fund 
federal programs until November 16. 
 
The CR was necessary because with the new 
fiscal year set to begin on October 1, 
Congress has yet to send any of the 12 FY 
2008 appropriations bills to the President.  
The measure will fund programs at their FY 
2007 levels, while also extending the State 
Childrens’ Health Insurance (SCHIP) 
program, Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) programs, and the food stamps 
program.  Those initiatives are expected to 
expire on October 1 without a 
congressionally-approved reauthorization. 
 
While the House has approved all 12 of its 
FY 2008 spending bills, the Senate has been 
slower to approve the measures on its side.  
Hanging over the process is the threat of 
vetoes by the President if the appropriations 
bills exceed his recommended spending limit.  
Currently, congressional Democrats have 
pledged to spend about $20 billion (less than 
2 percent overall) more in domestic 
discretionary spending than the President 
would, directing the majority of those 
additional funds to health insurance for 
children and veterans, education programs, 
and cancer and other disease research. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 
said this week that Congress will soon see 
how serious the President is about the vetoes 
by sending him three bills as a test.  While 
Reid did not indicate which three would be 
chosen, they would likely come from the 
group of four that have been approved by 
both the House and Senate – Homeland 
Security; Military Construction-Veterans’ 
Affairs;  State Department-Foreign 

Operations, and Transportation-Housing and 
Urban Development. 
 
Reid also indicated that he thought that 
Congress could complete action on no more 
than seven or eight of the 12 spending bills, 
with the remainder being rolled into one 
“omnibus” measure to smooth passage. 
 
The Senate is expected to debate the FY 2008 
appropriations bill for the Departments of 
Commerce and Justice next week.  That 
measure also funds programs at the National 
Science Foundation and NASA. 
 
INTERNET TAX 
Senate panel postpones markup, will consider 
a six-year extension.  Senate Commerce 
Committee Chairman Daniel Inouye (D-HI) 
delayed consideration of legislation (S 1453) 
that would extend the moratorium on state 
and local taxation of Internet taxes. 
 
The moratorium, first enacted in 1998, is set 
to expire on November 1.  State and local 
governments have rallied behind S 1453, 
which would extend the moratorium, and its 
related grandfather for pre-1998 taxes, for 
four years.  The measure also includes a 
definition of Internet access that was 
negotiated with state and local government 
organizations. 
 
Reportedly, in the face of bipartisan support 
for a permanent moratorium, Commerce 
Committee members agreed that the 
Committee will mark up the legislation next 
week and amend it to extend the moratorium 
for six years.  However, it remains unclear if 
a six-year moratorium will suffice to stave off 
attacks by proponents of a broader and 
permanent moratorium. 
 
In the House, Judiciary Committee John 
Conyers (D-MI) has introduced legislation 
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(HR 3678) to extend the moratorium for 
four years and says that his Committee 
may take it up as soon as next week.  The 
bill would also change the definition of 
Internet access and includes language 
designed to exempt from the moratorium a 
wide array of taxes, such as property, 
income and business activity taxes, that 
state and local government levy on most 
businesses.   State and local government 
are concerned that by specifically 
exempting specific categories of taxes, the 
bill could open the door to legal challenges 
to all taxes that the bill does not exempt 
from the moratorium. 
 
WATER RESOURCES 
Senate sends WRDA to President for likely 
veto.  By a vote of 81-12, the Senate 
cleared for the President’s consideration 
legislation (HR 1495) that would authorize 
a wide array of Army Corps of Engineers 
f lood cont ro l ,  naviga t ion  and 
environmental restoration projects.  The 
House cleared the bill in August by a vote 
of 381-40.  President Bush has indicated he 
we will veto the bill despite its passage by 
wide veto-proof margins in both chambers. 
 
President Bush has until October 6 to 
either sign or veto the bill.  If he vetoes the 
bill as expected, the House and Senate 
would likely attempt to override the veto 
soon after.  Bush objects to what he terms 
the bill’s excessive spending, arguing that 
the Corps needs to address a backlog of 
projects before Congress authorizes new 
ones. 
 
However, the overwhelming votes in favor 
of the bill indicate strong rank and file 
desire to move projects forward.  Congress 
last enacted a similar bill in 2000 and a 
large list of projects awaiting authorization 
or modification has built up since then. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Senate approves gang prevention measure.  
The Senate approved a measure (S 456) 
last Friday that would increase federal 
penalties to discourage illegal gang 
activities and authorize over $1 billion for 
gang prevention activities.  Senator Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA) and Orrin Hatch (R-UT) 
have been promoting this legislation for 
over a decade, so the voice vote approval 
with little debate was somewhat anti-
climatic. 
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Some of the highlights of the bill 
include: 
 
• $187 million over five years for 

activities for High Intensity Gang 
Activity Areas designated by the 
Justice Department; 

 
• $175 million over five years for a 

Justice Department gang prevention 
block grant program for states and 
local governments to create 
communi ty-based  ant i -gang 
initiatives; 

 
• $270 million over three years for 

federal, state, and local witness 
protection programs; 

 
• $100 million over five years for the 

Project Safe Neighborhood program 
where U.S. Attorneys partner with 
local law enforcement to reduce 
violence and gun crimes; 

 
• $50 million over five years for job 

training programs for violent youth 
offenders; 

 
• making a federal crime to recruit of 

criminal street gang members; 
engage in illegal activities of 
criminal street gangs, and commit 
crimes in furtherance of gangs, and 

 
• increasing penalties for existing 

racketeering and other violent 
crimes. 

 
A companion bill (HR 3547) has been 
introduced in the House by Rep. Adam 
Schiff (D-CA), but there has been no 
action on the measure to date. 
 
Meanwhile, the House approved 
legislation that would make AIDS 
testing for federal prisoners optional.  
The measure (HR 1943) would require 
AIDS testing only for prisoners who are 
reasonably believed to have been 
involved in an “exposure incident.”  The 
bill would allow inmates to request 
testing once a year and require 
confidential counseling for inmates 
before and after testing for HIV. 
 
Under current federal law and Bureau of 
Prison guidelines, inmates sentenced to 
six months or more in prison are 

required to be tested if determined to be 
at risk for HIV infection.  The 
Department of Justice reports that the 
rate of confirmed AIDS cases in prisons 
is three times the rate of the general 
population. 
 
The legislation also would require that 
HIV-positive inmates scheduled for 
release receive counseling, treatment 
referrals, and a 30-day supply of any 
pertinent medications they were already 
taking. 
 
The legislation now moves to the Senate, 
where there is currently no Senate 
companion to the measure. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
FAA funding extended by CR; House 
panel grills FTA about proposed changes 
to New Starts.  The mechanisms that 
provide funding for programs at the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
were extended until November 16 by 
Congress this week.  The extension was 
included as a provision of a Continuing 
Resolution (CR) to fund federal agencies 
in the absence of a completed FY 2008 
budget. 
 
The current FAA funding package 
expires on September 30 so the 
congressional action will keep programs 
operating while lawmakers finish work 
on a proposed four-year reauthorization 
bill.  The House approved its version 
(HR 2881) of a reauthorization bill last 
week, while floor action is still pending 
on a Senate version (S 1300) that was 
approved on the committee level earlier 
this year. 
 
Neither the House nor the Senate 
versions include recommendations by 
the Bush Administration to replace the 
current airline ticket tax with a user fee 
assessed on airlines based on the size of 
the plane.  As a result, the White House 
has threatened to veto the measure in its 
current form. 
 
Meanwhile, the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Highways and Transit 
held a hearing this week concerning the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
proposed rulemaking on New Starts and 
Small Starts rail projects. 



 

The majority of witnesses that testified 
before the subcommittee said that the 
proposed rulemaking went beyond 
congressional intent by making project 
requirements more stringent than intended 
in the 2005 SAFETEA-LU law.  Chairman 
James Oberstar (D-MN) expressed concern 
that FTA is not currently incorporating all 
of the congressionally mandated criteria 
into either the New Starts or Small Starts 
evaluation process. Rather, FTA gives 
undue weight to a single criterion – cost 
effectiveness – effectively trumping all the 
others. 
 
Members also questioned whether FTA has 
statutory authority to change the definition 
of “fixed guideway” to allow New Starts 
and Small Starts funds to be used for high 
occupancy toll (HOT) lanes.  Several 
witnesses also challenged whether FTA 
has statutory authority to create a new 
category for “very small” starts projects 
under $50 million cost. 
 
PUBLIC HOUSING 
House panel clears reauthorization of 
HOPE VI.  The House Financial Services 
Committee approved legislation (HR 3524) 
that would authorize $800 million a year 
through FY 2015 for the HOPE VI 
program, which funds the replacement of 
severely distressed public housing with 
new, mixed-income housing developments.   
 
The Bush Administration has repeatedly 
targeted the program for elimination, 
arguing that it has already met its goal of 
replacing 100,000 units of severely 
distressed public housing.  Proponents of 
the program, which received $99 million in 
FY 2007, argue that the program continues 
to address a compelling need. 
 
As cleared by the Committee, the bill 
would require a one-for-one replacement 
of all public housing units demolished as 
part of a HOPE VI project.  It would also 
require that HOPE VI projects be 
completed within one year and that 
housing authorities provide relocation 
plans and comparable replacement housing 
for all residents displaced by a HOPE VI 
project. 
 
Bill sponsors expect the House to take up 
the bill soon.   Senator Barbara Mikulski 
(D-MD) has introduced bipartisan 
legislation (S 829) to reauthorize HOPE VI 
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at $600 million a year through FY 2013 
but the Senate Banking Committee has 
yet to consider it. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development:  HUD is accepting 
applications for the FY 2007 
Brownfields Economic Development 
Initiative (BEDI).  The BEDI program is 
designed to assist with the 
redevelopment of Brownfield sites and 
grants must be used in conjunction with 
a HUD Section 108-guaranteed loan.  
HUD also emphasizes that applicants 
should have current redevelopment or 
expansion plans to apply. The BEDI 
Program has $32.9 million available for 
FY 2007 with maximum award of $2 
million.  The deadline for all 
applications is December 24, 2007.  For 
more information go to the September 
27 Federal Register pages, 54324-
54339. 
 
  
  

































Jean L Walker/Notes 

10/04/2007 01:21 PM

To City Council Chambers/City County Building

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Opposition:  Item No. 1.3:  Special Permit No. 1685A, S. 
12th & D Streets

City Council Members:  

Mr. Thomalla requested that his comments be forwarded to the City Council (see below).  Special Permit 
No. 1685A is an amendment to the existing special permit to increase the number of children and staff at 
the child care facility, and to waive the requirement that such facility shall be located on an arterial street 
and the requirement to provide a conversion plan, on property generally located at South 12th and D 
Streets.  The Planning Commission will hold public hearing on October 10, 2007.  The Planning 
Commission action is a recommendation to the City Council.  

--Jean Walker, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365
----- Forwarded by Jean L Walker/Notes on 10/04/2007 01:19 PM -----

Jean L Walker/Notes 

10/04/2007 01:20 PM To Jean L Walker/Notes@Notes

cc

Subject Fw: Opposition:  Item No. 1.3:  Special Permit No. 1685A, S. 
12th & D Streets

--Jean Walker, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365
----- Forwarded by Jean L Walker/Notes on 10/04/2007 01:18 PM -----

Jean L Walker/Notes

10/04/2007 01:15 PM To "Mike Thomalla" <mike.thomalla@woodsbros.com>

cc Marvin S Krout/Notes@Notes, Christy J 
Eichorn/Notes@Notes, Ray F Hill/Notes@Notes, 
gus@regaengineering.com

Subject Opposition:  Item No. 1.3:  Special Permit No. 1685A, S. 12th 
& D Streets

Dear Mr. Thomalla:

Thank you for submitting your comments, which have now become part of the record on this application.  
A copy is being submitted to each Planning Commission member for their consideration prior to the public 
hearing, which is scheduled for next Wednesday, October 10th.  The meeting begins at 1:00 p.m.  I am 
also providing a copy of your comments to the applicant's representative.  

If you have any questions about this process or the public hearing, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

--Jean Walker, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365



"Mike Thomalla" <mike.thomalla@woodsbros.com>

"Mike Thomalla" 
<mike.thomalla@woodsbros.
com> 

10/04/2007 12:35 PM

To <ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <plan@lincoln.ne.gov>

Subject Special Permit No1685A-Day Care

I do not believe we should increase the size of facilities for young children in this nieborhood until there is 
a commitment to reduce crime and prostitution and other unwanted elements in this area.
 
We spent the time to have a rec center down here so the teenagers can be and learn trades that are not 
valuable to our community. 
More efforts should be placed in making this area safe and should not encourage additional children until 
a plan is in place and action has been taken to bring this area of wide streets and close proximity to 
downtown back to a normal and respectable part of this community.
 
I would request that you pass this on to the city council and chief of police. I have been an owner in this 
area for over 16 years and have not been impressed with public works or our law enforcement in caring 
for this area as it were an important part of our great inner city that leads to downtown and the Capitol.
 
Thank you for the time you have spent in reading and forwarding this response from a concerned citizen 
and taxpayer. 
 
 
Mike Thomalla
Southpointe Office
434-3600 Office
434-3677 Direct Line
430-8122 Cellular
434-3605 Fax
www.mikethomalla.woodsbros.com
 
 
If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click ‘reply’ and add the text 
‘remove’ to the subject line. The information contained in this email is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the  
individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of 
this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please immediately notify the sender via return email 
and permanently delete the original message from your system. Thank you

 



Nicole Tooze/Notes 

10/02/2007 01:52 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Trish A Owen/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, 
Scott A Opfer/Notes@Notes, Randy W 

bcc

Subject Fw: 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Please see Scott Opfer's email below regarding Jon Camp's question about the 70th and Pioneers area 
striping complaint during Monday's meeting with Directors.  As a clarification, my understanding from 
Dana Roper is that no formal claim has been submitted to the Law Dept. 

Nicole
  
----- Forwarded by Nicole Tooze/Notes on 10/02/2007 01:46 PM -----

Scott A Opfer/Notes

10/02/2007 01:22 PM To Nicole Tooze/Notes@Notes

cc KFredrickson@ci.lincoln.ne.us, rfigard@ci.lincoln.ne.us, 
RHoskins@ci.lincoln.ne.us

Subject Re: 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Nicole,

First and as far as information regarding this claim, we have checked with our pavement marking 
contractor who was in town on the night of Aug. 9th doing crosswalks, we've checked with my shop who 
paint lane lines with our striper and with the pavement marking contractor for the Pioneers Project (Stacy 
to 82nd St.) and we cannot find anything which would lead us to believe any of them got pavement 
marking material on this guy's truck.  Our pavement marking contractor doing crosswalks, was working at 
70th & Lincolnshire on the night of August 9th and neither my shop nor the Pioneers Project marking 
contractor were working that night.  This is the reason, I assume, that the City Attorney's office denied this 
gentleman's claim.  As far as Jon' concern for proper barricading, coning, etc.  Either the marking is coned 
off until the material is dry or in the case of my crews striping the streets with paint, a chase truck is used, 
complete with flashing lights and an electronic message sign warning motorists of the wet paint.  
Typically, this paint dries within a minute, but if a driver is not paying attention or is in a hurry, it's not 
unusual for them to drive across wet paint.  The bright side is that street paint is a water based paint and 
does not require any special cleaning.  Soap and water will take it off.  

Let me know if I need to be present for any questions the council might have.  I drove the paint striper and 
put down other pavement markings for over 6 years, so I know what stupid things drivers do when they 
are in a hurry and I've witness several people drive past construction signs and through cones only to ruin 
new pavement marking and nearly run over City employees. 

Scott O.

Nicole Tooze/Notes

Nicole Tooze/Notes 

10/01/2007 04:43 PM To Scott A Opfer/Notes@Notes

cc Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes

Subject 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint



Hi, Scott.  Today at the Director's meeting with Council, Jon Camp mentioned a call he received regarding 
alleged damage to a truck as a result of striping in the 70th and Pioneers area.  It sounded like there must 
have already been some discussion betwen this person and our department.  Jon indicated this person 
was told we had no contractor doing striping in that area.  He was interested in any information on this 
particular circumstance, but also on how we insure that we have ample barricades, etc. on striping 
projects to prevent damages to people driving (lack of barricades was apparently a reason cited).  

If you have some information on this, could you please get it to me so that I can get it to the Council.  
Thanks, Nicole.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



Nicole Tooze/Notes

10/03/2007 10:20 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Dana W Roper/Notes@Notes, Karen K 
Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Randy W Hoskins/Notes@Notes, 

bcc

Subject Re: Fw: 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Correction:  a claim was submitted by Randy Timm.  It was denied and referred to the contractor.  It is not 
yet scheduled on the Council agenda.  

Nicole Tooze/Notes

Nicole Tooze/Notes 

10/02/2007 01:52 PM To CouncilPacket/Notes

cc Trish A Owen/Notes@Notes, Karl A 
Fredrickson/Notes@Notes, Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, 
Scott A Opfer/Notes@Notes, Randy W 
Hoskins/Notes@Notes, Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, 
Dana W Roper/Notes@Notes

Subject Fw: 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Please see Scott Opfer's email below regarding Jon Camp's question about the 70th and Pioneers area 
striping complaint during Monday's meeting with Directors.  As a clarification, my understanding from 
Dana Roper is that no formal claim has been submitted to the Law Dept. 

Nicole
  
----- Forwarded by Nicole Tooze/Notes on 10/02/2007 01:46 PM -----

Scott A Opfer/Notes

10/02/2007 01:22 PM To Nicole Tooze/Notes@Notes

cc KFredrickson@ci.lincoln.ne.us, rfigard@ci.lincoln.ne.us, 
RHoskins@ci.lincoln.ne.us

Subject Re: 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Nicole,

First and as far as information regarding this claim, we have checked with our pavement marking 
contractor who was in town on the night of Aug. 9th doing crosswalks, we've checked with my shop who 
paint lane lines with our striper and with the pavement marking contractor for the Pioneers Project (Stacy 
to 82nd St.) and we cannot find anything which would lead us to believe any of them got pavement 
marking material on this guy's truck.  Our pavement marking contractor doing crosswalks, was working at 
70th & Lincolnshire on the night of August 9th and neither my shop nor the Pioneers Project marking 
contractor were working that night.  This is the reason, I assume, that the City Attorney's office denied this 
gentleman's claim.  As far as Jon' concern for proper barricading, coning, etc.  Either the marking is coned 
off until the material is dry or in the case of my crews striping the streets with paint, a chase truck is used, 
complete with flashing lights and an electronic message sign warning motorists of the wet paint.  
Typically, this paint dries within a minute, but if a driver is not paying attention or is in a hurry, it's not 
unusual for them to drive across wet paint.  The bright side is that street paint is a water based paint and 
does not require any special cleaning.  Soap and water will take it off.  



Let me know if I need to be present for any questions the council might have.  I drove the paint striper and 
put down other pavement markings for over 6 years, so I know what stupid things drivers do when they 
are in a hurry and I've witness several people drive past construction signs and through cones only to ruin 
new pavement marking and nearly run over City employees. 

Scott O.

Nicole Tooze/Notes

Nicole Tooze/Notes 

10/01/2007 04:43 PM To Scott A Opfer/Notes@Notes

cc Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes

Subject 70th and Pioneers Area Striping Complaint

Hi, Scott.  Today at the Director's meeting with Council, Jon Camp mentioned a call he received regarding 
alleged damage to a truck as a result of striping in the 70th and Pioneers area.  It sounded like there must 
have already been some discussion betwen this person and our department.  Jon indicated this person 
was told we had no contractor doing striping in that area.  He was interested in any information on this 
particular circumstance, but also on how we insure that we have ample barricades, etc. on striping 
projects to prevent damages to people driving (lack of barricades was apparently a reason cited).  

If you have some information on this, could you please get it to me so that I can get it to the Council.  
Thanks, Nicole.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.











WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

10/04/2007 02:25 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Jason Stege
Address:  7001 Seward Avenue
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68507

Phone:    325-8966
Fax:
Email:    jasonstege@windstream.net

Comment or Question:
My name is Jason Stege and I have been a Star Tran Operator for three years.  
I would like to express my opinion about the proposed new routes.  I'm sorry I 
can't do it in person but I will be working at the time of the meeting.

I recognize the need for new routes but I believe what is before you now is 
not the answer.

I have not chosen to be on a fixed route since I have started because I like 
driving something different everyday.  During the Transit Study process it has 
given me the chance to hear feedback from every route.

The main reasons against the new routes are:

-Elderly and people with disabilities have chosen where to live based on the 
current routes.

-The elimination of the 27th Street Shuttle, which is the most efficient 
route.

-The lack of north-south route in tandem with a east-west route.(Suggestion a 
route that runs south along 56th from Adams to Pioneers then returns north 
along 48th to Adams.  The east-west route could be the O street shuttle as it 
is now)

Thank you

I can be reached at jasonstege@windstream.net or 325-8966 for further 
explanation.



  AD D E N D U M 
T O 

D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2007     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of October 6 
through October 12, 2007 - Schedule subject to change. 

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City To Install Skid-Resistant Road Covering On Rosa
Parks Way. 

II. CITY CLERK - NONE

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

C. MISCELLANEOUS - 

1. E-Mail from Dana Fritz - RE: Item #5, Proposed changes to the StarTran bus
routes.

2. E-Mail from Emily Zimmer, ASUN  - RE: Item #5, ASUN testimony for public
hearing of the Transit Development Plan (TDP) on Oct. 8th.  

3. Letters & Pictures from Gregg L. Trautman - RE: Item #3 -Claim against the City
of Lincoln to be reimbursed for the damage that was done to the water line
between the sidewalk and the street in front of his house at 2710 Arlington
Avenue.  

4. E-Mail from Bob Norris, Nebraska Neon Sign Company - RE: Item #9-The sign
for a new restaurant in the Haymarket .. Magnolia.        

5. Letter from Polly M.   McMullen, President, Downtown Lincoln Association - 
RE: Item #5, Transit Plan Support Letter.
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Date: October 5, 2007
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of October 6 through October 12, 2007

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, October 6

Sunday, October 7

Tuesday, October 9

Wednesday, October 10

Friday, October 12

Thursday, October 11

St. Monica’s Amazing Chase awards breakfast, remarks - 8:30 a.m., Broadcast House, 4343 “O” St.

Grand re-opening of Eastridge Elementary School, remarks and proclamation - 2:30 p.m., 6245 “L” St.

KLIN Morning Show - 8:10 a.m., Broadcast House

Child Guidance Center’s Fifth Annual Children’s Mental Health Award Breakfast - 7:30 a.m., Nebraska Club,
233 S. 13th St., 20th floor
Starbucks ribbon-cutting, remarks - 10 a.m., 33rd and “O” streets
Legal Aid of Nebraska Community Conversation, remarks - 4 p.m., Terminal Building, 941 “O” St., eighth floor

Friendship Force Visitors from Russia - 9 a.m., Mayor’s Conference Room 555 S. 10th St.
Hispanic Heritage Month State Commemoration, remarks and proclamation - 11:45 a.m., State Capitol Rotunda
Book launch party for Kelly Madigan Erlandson, author of “Getting Sober” - 6 p.m., Antlers Center, 2501 Sheridan Blvd.
Dedication dinner for Johnny Carson School of Theatre and Film at UNL - 7 p.m., Temple Building, 12th and “R” streets

Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 555 S. 10th St.

KFOR “Lincoln Live” - 12:30 p.m., Three Eagles Communications, 3800 Cornhusker Hwy.
Multicultural Advisory Committee meeting - 3:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 555 S. 10th



CITY TO INSTALL SKID-RESISTANT ROAD COVERING
ON ROSA PARKS WAY

The City of Lincoln is participating in a pilot project to install a skid-resistant road covering on a portion of  
Rosa Parks Way (formerly “K” Street).   “Tyregrip,” distributed by Ennis Paint Company in Ennis, Texas 
will be applied Monday, October 8 on a 100-foot section just west of 9th Street.  The work will take place 
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., weather permitting. Work may continue on Tuesday, October 9.  Rosa Parks Way 
will remain open, but single-lane closures will be needed during the installation process.    

The distributor approached the City to do the pilot project.  The company said Tyregrip has a proven track 
record of reducing crashes on wet and dry pavement. 

“If the product performs as advertised, this will be a great way to reduce the number of crashes related to 
slick pavement conditions,” said Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer.  “We will continue to look 
beyond the traditional crash reduction measures used in the past and implement those that are proven 
effective.”

Hoskins said the City will do a before-and-after study to determine if Tyregrip is effective in reducing the 
number of weather-related crashes.  The Public Works and Utilities Department will then determine if the 
road covering is cost effective and if it will be installed at other locations with high rates of weather-related 
crashes.    

The Tyregrip product costs $12 to $15 per square yard.  For the pilot project, the City is paying only for the 
barricades, and the Ennis Paint Company is paying all other costs.

Hoskins said the City has placed portable message boards at locations where icing problems have occurred 
in the past, such as the 27th Street overpass south of Cornhusker Highway and the I-180 bridges into 
downtown.  

“Message boards are helpful during inclement weather, but they only warn drivers,” said Hoskins.   
“Tyregrip may give us the opportunity to greatly reduce or eliminate the problem.”

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Al Lee, Engineering Services, 441-6092
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Randy Hoskins, Assistant City Engineer, 441-7570



"Dana Fritz" 
<dfritz2@unl.edu> 
Sent by: 
danabfritz@gmail.com

10/06/2007 03:01 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Proposed changes to the StarTran bus routes

Dear Council Members, 

I was hopeful when I learned that the city of Lincoln would be evaluating our public transit 
system to look for ways to improve it. Although I have been unable to attend the meetings, I 
have remained informed and have sent comments when requested. My suggestions included 
more frequent service and night service because both would enable me to ride the bus more 
frequently that I currently do.  

Today I was frustrated and disappointed to learn that the proposed route changes will not 
improve service for me at all. On the contrary, they will make it nearly impossible for me to take 
the bus to work. The current route (15/Eastridge) is extremely convenient in terms of location of 
stops and somewhat convenient in terms of frequency/travel time/hours. From my current stop 
near 56th and Eastridge Drive, very near my home, I can get to UNL in about 30 minutes 
(sometimes less) without a transfer. The proposed route will have me walking 10-15 minutes to 
the stop and transferring at Westfield/Gateway to another bus with no indication of how long I 
will have to wait for the transfer. There is no way this change will make my journey faster than 
30 minutes and the hassles of extra walking with heavy bags and transferring buses are more of a 
sacrifice that I'm willing to make on my way to work at 7:30 am.  I am one of the "choice" riders 
that the transit study authors want to bring on board. I buy an expensive parking pass at UNL so 
I can drive to work on days that I will need to leave later than the bus runs or on days that I need 
to run errands on my way in or out. I try to take the bus on "normal" days when my schedule 
conforms to the limited bus service. I choose to take the bus even though my journey is 10-15 
minutes longer each way because I want to reduce pollution and live a greener life. We even 
bought a house in this location partially because of the current bus route. I am deeply disturbed 
by the proposed changes that eliminate me as a rider as I have greatly altered my lifestyle to 
lower my energy consumption including taking the bus more frequently.  

I know it is unreasonable to change the bus route for one person who doesn't use it every day but 
I hope the proposed changes will be carefully scrutinized to reveal the riders, like me, who will 
be eliminated. Please contact me if I can answer any questions or provide further testimony. I 
regret that I am unable to attend Monday's meeting due to my teaching schedule. 

Sincerely,

Dana Fritz

-- 
Dana Fritz
Associate Professor
Dept. of Art & Art History



   Visual Literacy Program Coordinator
   Peer Review of Teaching Project Leader 
120 Richards Hall
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, NE 68588-0114

phone 402/472-5920
www.unl.edu/fritz 



"Emily Zimmer" 
<ekzimmer@gmail.com> 

10/08/2007 06:37 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject ASUN testimony for Public Hearing of the TDP on Oct. 8th

Dear City Councilors:

Please consider a student perspective in regards to your October 8th agenda item, the StarTran 
route changes and the Transit Development Plan (TDP).  The Association of Students of the 
University of Nebraska (ASUN), the voice of the student body, is generally in support of public 
transportation.  We have been following the study and the development of the TDP and are 
excited about the updated service.  In particular, we are enthusiastic about the free Downtown 
daytime and evening shuttle.  We are hesitant to any budget cuts before this long overdue and 
much needed study is given a chance to be completely implemented and the appropriate time 
frame is allowed for it to be utilized and reasonably evaluated.   
Respectfully,
Emily Zimmer
ASUN Senator for the College of Arts and Sciences
Government Liaison Committee, Local subcommittee











"Bob Norris" 
<bnorris@nebraskasign.com> 

10/08/2007 09:29 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Today's agenda Item #9

Members of the City Council-
I was planning on appearing this afternoon at the  public hearing concerning the sign for a new restaurant in the  
Haymarket...Magnolia.  However, I notice that comes after the bus route  discussion on your agenda and I am not 
sure I will be able to stay long...thus  this email. (I will be there if my schedule permits)
 
We applied for the sign permit for this restaurant  on August 23; the restaurant was scheduled to open for business 
the first week  in October.  Were informed by Building and Safety staff that the sign met  the criteria of the sign 
ordinance and would be routed to the Planning  Department's historic preservation personnel for their information.  
It was  scheduled for review by the Historic Preservation Commission at their September  meeting.
 
We put the sign into production so we could meet  the scheduled opening, as it met sign ordinance requirements and 
the general  guidelines of the Haymarket district...which state that signs with exposed neon  illumination would be 
reviewed.  We anticipated no problem since the  Haymarket district already has many signs with exposed neon(ten 
that I can  think of) including one on the City's parking garage. Also, the guidelines  for signs in the Haymarket state 
that signs should be similar to those that  would have been used in the 50 years that the district was originally  
developed-1880-1930.  Neon began to be used as a light source for signs in  the early 1920's.
 
Only four of the seven members of the Historic  Preservation Commission were in attendance at the September 
meeting and only  three voted approval...four votes for approval are required.  We were told  that perhaps approval 
could be achieved at the October meeting.  We could  not wait and put the sign up, and our customer cannot turn it 
on.  The  commission only had three members in attendance at their August meeting, and we  had no idea how many 
would attend the October meeting, so we asked for help from  Mayor Beutler's staff and they arranged the appeal at 
this meeting.
 
I am asking that you approve the sign's exposed  neon illumination.
 
I also ask that you recognize this process as an  example (small and anecdotal as it may be) of a larger problem ...too 
many  layers of bureaucracy that delay and stifle attempts to do business in  Lincoln.  When a large significant 
project surfaces(Verizon etc.) all of  the parties that affect the project get together and see that it happens  
efficiently; that's good. But, there are many small projects, like this one,  that do not warrant the attention given 
larger projects, that get to be time  consuming and costly because our systems are not set up to be efficient and  
business friendly. This is a very good example of why, from time to time, you  hear that Lincoln is a hard place to 
do business. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments.
Bob Norris
Nebraska Neon Sign Company
bnorris@nebraskasign.com
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
October 8, 2007 
 
 
Lincoln City Council 
555 So. 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Dear City Council Members: 
 
On behalf of the Downtown Lincoln Association (DLA) board of directors, I wish to 
express our strong support for the proposed Transit Development Plan, especially the 
revamped downtown shuttle proposals.  The DLA board was briefed on the Transit 
Development Plan in February, 2007 and unanimously endorsed it. 
 
The concept of the revamped downtown shuttle first emerged in the 2005 Downtown 
Master Plan as a key to strengthening P and Q streets as retail corridors, linking the 
Haymarket with the downtown core and UNL campus.  The proposed evening shuttle is 
especially important in encouraging downtown visitors to park once in a downtown 
garage and visit several downtown and Haymarket attractions such as restaurants, 
performing arts, galleries and shops in our 66-block downtown area.  The revamped 
shuttle is very much an economic development initiative which supports many of the 
Downtown Master Plan strategies and Vision 2015 “Pillars”, thereby increasing 
private investment, sales tax and tourism revenues in the downtown. 
 
In order to be successful, this new shuttle needs to be easy to use, distinctive and free, all 
elements of the new proposed Transit Development Plan.  DLA is currently working with 
the UNL College of Journalism and StarTran to create a branding and promotional 
strategy to support the introduction of the new shuttle. 
 
We urge your support of a Transit Development Plan that stimulates increased business 
activity and utilization of public transportation by downtown visitors. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Polly M. McMullen, President 
Downtown Lincoln Association  


