
CORRESPONDENCE
IN LIEU OF

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2007

I. MAYOR 

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Presents October Award Of Excellence.

*2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: CHANGE - The time and date for the news conference on
the Star City Holiday Parade has been changed from 10:00 a.m., Nov. 8th to 10:30 a.m.,
Nov. 15th. 

*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Open House Planned On Improvements To East Adams.

*4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Preliminary Statistics Show EMS To Finish Year With Small
Profit.

*5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Harris Overpass To Close Monday.

*6. Monthly Report from NHHS - State Water Tests.

*7. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Chris Beutler will make two announcements on
Thursday, November 8th at 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.   

*8. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Lincoln Named Nation’s Top Digital City - Web site
celebrates 12th anniversary ranked number one for comparable cities. 

*9. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Beutler Appoints MaClean As Director Of Public Works &
Utilities.    

      *10. Washington Report - November 2, 2007.
   

II. DIRECTORS - 

FINANCE/CITY TREASURER 

*1. Resolution - Investment Report for the year ending August 31, 2007. 

PLANNING 

*1. Letter from Tom Cajka to Lyle Loth, ESP - RE: Hartland Homes NW 6th Addition Final
Plat #07067 - Generally located at NW 48th Street and W. Madison Avenue.
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*2. Letter & Material from Brian Will to Property Owners - RE: Administrative
Amendment #07104 to The Preserve on Antelope Creek - Use Permit #125.   

III. CITY CLERK

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE  

V. MISCELLANEOUS - 

*1. E-Mail from Andrea Dickey - RE: LES rate increase.

*2. Letter from Wendy Birdsall, CCE, President, Lincoln Chamber of Commerce - 
RE: Our city living wage ordinance (Council received on 11/05/07 before Formal 
Council Meeting)     

*3. Letter & Material from Diana McGinnis to L. Lynn Rex, Executive Director,
League of Nebraska Municipalities - RE: Model Municipal Ordinance (For a
Parallel Accounting of Municipal Finances in Constitutional Dollars).  

*4. Letter from Glenn D. Johnson, General Manager, Lower Platte South Natural
Resources District - RE: North 10th Street & Military.     

*5. E-Mail from Tammy Hanel - RE:   Animal Control. 

VI. ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER UNTIL DECEMBER 3, 2007. 
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MAYOR PRESENTS OCTOBER AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Mayor Chris Beutler today presented the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for October to Associate 
Engineering Specialist Kirk Drake with the Public Works and Utilities Department.  The monthly award 
recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and work that demonstrates 
personal commitment to the City.  The award was presented at the beginning of today’s City Council 
meeting.  

Drake was nominated by Assistant City Engineer Randy Hoskins and Senior Engineering Specialist Dave 
Bernt in the categories of productivity, customer relations and loss prevention.  Drake, a City employee 
since 2004, is responsible for working with contractors who are digging or boring in the City’s rights of 
way.  He locates the City-owned fiber optic cable and traffic signal equipment that are buried 
underground.  The nominators said Drake has fostered close relationships with contractors and utility 
companies to make sure they understand the importance of being cautious when digging near 
underground City utilities to avoid damaging them.

Drake’s efforts recently averted a potential disaster.  A contractor working for Aquila called to find the 
location of underground utilities for an alley where the City’s main 911 fiber is found.  He gave an 
incorrect address south of the alley, but the digging was actually taking place north of the alley, where the 
fiber is located.  When an Aquila representative went to check the work being done, he noticed the 
address discrepancy.   Because of his past experience with Drake, he gave him a call and asked him to 
check the situation.  Drake responded, stopped the digging immediately and showed the contractors how 
close they were to hitting the 911 fiber line.  Drake then verified that the contractor had given an incorrect 
address when the location was requested.

Had the 911 fiber line been hit, the City’s emergency communications would have been severely 
hampered.  When the 911 line was hit several years ago, the damages were about $50,000
The nominators wrote that despite Drake’s heavy workload, he impresses on each digger the importance 
of avoiding underground lines.  They said his accuracy, relationship-building skills and work ethic have 
protected the City’s underground lines from damage.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 5, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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The other categories in which employees can be nominated are safety and valor.  Consideration also may be 
given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments or those completed outside of the 
nominee’s job description.  

All City employees are eligible for the Mayor’s Award of Excellence except for elected and appointed 
officials.  Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general public.  
Nomination forms are available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: personnel) or from 
department heads, employee bulletin boards or the Personnel Department, which oversees the awards 
program.

All nominations are reviewed by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a 
representative with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.  Award winners 
receive a $100 U.S. savings bond, a day off with pay and a plaque.  Monthly winners are eligible to receive 
the annual award, which comes with a $500 U.S. savings bond, two days off with pay and a plaque.
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The time and date for the news conference on the Star City Holiday Parade has been
changed from 10 a.m. Thursday, November 8 to 10:30 a.m. Thursday November 15.
This will take place at the float factory, and a map will be sent.

A group of volunteers will be working at the float factory the afternoon and evening of
Wednesday, November 14.  If you would like to cover this or any other aspect of the parade,
contact Parade Director Deb Johnson at 434-6901. 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: November 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER



OPEN HOUSE PLANNED ON IMPROVEMENTS TO EAST ADAMS

The public is invited to an open house Tuesday, Nov. 13 to discuss proposed roadway improvements to 
East Adams Street from 75th to 90th streets.  The informal meeting is from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the 
lunchroom at Kahoa Elementary School, 7700 Leighton Ave.  

The improvements include a paved roadway with curb, gutter and sidewalks as well as left-turn and right-
turn lanes at intersections.  Construction is expected to begin in 2008.

Representatives from the City of Lincoln and HWS Consulting Group will attend the open house to 
answer questions and discuss concerns.

For more information on the open house, the public can call Andrea Bopp, HWS Consulting Group, at 
479-2200.   More information on this and other City Public Works and Utilities construction projects is 
available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: projects).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE  68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 6, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kent Evans, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7583
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PRELIMINARY STATISTICS SHOW EMS 
TO FINISH YEAR WITH SMALL PROFIT

Mayor Chris Beutler today said the indication that the City’s EMS fund will finish the 2006-2007 fiscal 
year in the black “takes the City another step closer to putting the ambulance controversies of the past truly 
behind us.” In a report to the City Council, City Finance Director Don Herz said the initial analysis of the 
net income from the EMS fund shows that it will show a small profit for the year.

“The recent rate increases have been important to this turnaround, but that does not tell the whole story,” 
said Beutler.  “Very few cities across the nation – including those with private ambulance providers – are 
making any profit on EMS.  We are fortunate that the leadership of Lincoln Fire and Rescue made the 
necessary changes, including a strong effort to control costs, to put this fund in a strong financial position.   
The department has accomplished this without compromising the outstanding medical care being provided 
every day.”

Herz said a final report for the last fiscal year, which ended August 31, will be available in a few months.  
He said the delay is largely the result of insurance procedures.  Herz said he based his projections of a 
small profit on the collection rates the department has been experiencing the last few months.  

Fire Chief Niles Ford said the changes recommended by an ad hoc committee last year have been largely 
implemented and have helped bring greater financial stability to the EMS fund.  

“I am impressed with the improvement so far,” said Ford. “But we will continue to face challenges, 
including ongoing changes in the health care industry.  We must continue to work together to find long-
term solutions to those challenges.  Our goal remains the same: to provide outstanding service in a cost-
effective manner.”

Ford said one of the major issues nationwide is federal Medicaid and Medicare reimbursement rates.  
Those rates continue to fall behind the actual cost of the services, resulting in a funding gap of about $2 
million for the local EMS fund last year.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120
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Niles Ford, Fire Chief, 441-8350 
Don Herz, Finance Director, 441-7411
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The City’s response to emergencies outside City limits also is being examined. It is estimated that having the 
City ready to respond to calls in the County is costing about $180,000 per year. Beutler recently sent a letter 
to the County Board proposing that the County reimburse the City for one-third of that cost until the end of 
this fiscal year.  That would give the rural fire districts time to work out a plan for a new emergency 
response system that meets the County’s service needs and the City’s financial needs.  Beutler said efforts 
also continue to find a role for a private ambulance provider in some of the City’s ambulance stand-by 
events. 

“Throughout these changes, the men and women of Lincoln Fire and Rescue have continued to do an 
excellent job, and they deserve our appreciation,” said Mayor Beutler.



HARRIS OVERPASS TO CLOSE MONDAY

Harris Overpass, which carries “O” Street over the rail yards and the Haymarket District, is scheduled to 
close at 9 a.m. Monday, November 12 for demolition.  Construction of a new overpass is expected to take 
about one year.

Detour routes have been established:

West “O” Street will remain open to businesses between Sun Valley Boulevard and 2nd Street. 

StarTran’s weekday and Saturday routes for #12-Arnold Heights will be adjusted during construction, and 
an additional bus has been added to the route.  Detour route schedules are available on the buses; at the 
StarTran office, 710 “J” Street; at various local agencies; and on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov 
(keyword: StarTran). 

The existing overpass was built in the 1950s and named for John F. Harris of Lincoln, in gratitude for a gift 
of land that became Pioneers Park.  Over the years, the bridge has undergone significant deterioration, and 
it qualifies for federal bridge replacement funds.

For more information about the project, contact Larry Duensing or Kris Humphrey at 441-7711.  More 
information, including the detour routes and updates during construction, is available on the City Web site, 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: harris).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 7, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 441-7592

Linda Beacham, The Schemmer Associates, 488-2500

North from downtown:  I-180 north to Cornhusker Highway, west on Cornhusker  to 1st Street, south
on 1st Street (which curves into Charleston Street) to Sun Valley Boulevard, south on Sun Valley to
West “O”Street.

South from downtown:  Rosa Parks Way west to Highway 77, then north to West “O” Street

Pedestrians:  Salt Creek Trail (just east of Sun Valley) north to Haymarket Park, south on the pedestrian
bridge into the Haymarket area.
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Mayor Chris Beutler will make two announcements Thursday, November 8:

The Mayor will speak at the Nebraska Digital Government Summit shortly after 9 a.m.
at the Embassy Suites.  He will discuss the results of the 2007 Digital Cities Survey
conducted by the Center for Digital Government.

The Mayor will have a news conference at 10 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room,
555 South 10th.   The topic will be announced at that time.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: November 7, 2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

MAYOR CHRIS BEUTLER



LINCOLN NAMED NATION’S TOP DIGITAL CITY
Web site celebrates 12th anniversary ranked number one for comparable cities 

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the City of Lincoln has been named the top “digital city” in the 
nation by the Center for Digital Government.  Beutler made the announcement at the Nebraska Digital 
Government Summit in Lincoln. 

The Center for Digital Government, a national research and advisory institute on information technology in 
government and education, ranked Lincoln first among cities with populations from 125,000 to 249,000.  
Lincoln has finished in the top ten six of the last seven years.   InterLinc, the City-County Web site 
(lincoln.ne.gov and lancaster.ne.gov) marks its 12th anniversary next month.  The site averages more than 
20,000 electronic visits every day and about 5 million page hits per month.

“We continue to make great strides in using technology to improve the way government works,” said Beutler.  
“When citizens can access our services online, it’s more convenient for them and often more cost-effective for 
the City.  As our City grows, we can use technology to meet the increased demand for services and to provide 
the information citizens need to stay informed and engaged with local government.  I commend our Information 
Services Division for keeping Lincoln on the cutting edge in this area and making it possible for us to provide 
services 24 hours a day.”

Citizens can use the City-County Web site to buy season swimming pool passes, renew pet licenses, buy Husker 
parking, reload parking garage cards, conduct local criminal history checks and pay water bills and parking 
tickets.  Lancaster County offers the ability to pay property taxes online, however, a credit card fee is required.

Doug Thomas, Information Services Division Manager, said many cities require a fee for making Internet 
payments, but all of the City’s e-pay services offer an option to pay with no convenience fees added.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 8,  2007
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Terry Lowe, Information Services, 441-7113
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The County/City Building and all public libraries offer free wireless Internet capability.  Last year, the City 
equipped the new Government Square Park at 10th and “O” streets with free wireless Internet connectivity. The 
City has completed the second year of its ACTION online citizen service request system.

More than 300 cities participate in the annual study that assesses how local governments use information 
technology to streamline operations and deliver services.  The study focused on the implementation of online 
services; planning and governance; and infrastructure and architecture.

In August the City was awarded the Laureate Gold Medal by the Computerworld Honors Program for its 
development of software applications that can be accessed from Internet-enabled mobile devices.



BEUTLER APPOINTS MACLEAN AS
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORK S AND UTILITIES 

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced his appointment of Greg MacLean, a member of the senior water staff at 
HDR of Lincoln, as the new Director of the City Public Works and Utilities Department.  MacLean will join the 
City December 17.  Beutler said MacLean is an outstanding manager and experience engineer who understands 
City government and the needs of business.  

“He and I share a similar vision for Lincoln’s future and the role of Public Works and Utilities in making Lincoln 
the most competitive city for jobs and growth in the nation,” said Beutler.  “His experiences make him the best 
choice as we continue our progress in creating a development services center that will cut red tape and help our 
businesses get the job done more quickly and with less cost.”

In 2001, MacLean opened the Lincoln office of HDR, a national architectural, engineering and consulting firm 
based in Omaha.  He is currently responsible for marketing and business development and office management.  
He previously worked for Olsson Associates in Lincoln and for several firms in Texas.  He has a bachelor’s 
degree in civil engineering from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  He has worked on many projects for the 
City of Lincoln and served on Mayoral task forces on infrastructure financing, roads standards and multi-modal 
transportation.  He also has worked with UNL, the Lower Platte South NRD, the Lincoln Airport Authority, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and many other federal, state and local agencies.

“The Mayor has set the tone for teamwork, open communication, a spirit of cooperation and effective 
leadership,” said MacLean.   “As part of the team, we will embrace these ideals.  I’m honored to have this 
opportunity to serve the community.” 

Beutler thanked Karl Fredrickson, who has served as Public Works and Utilities Director since April 2005.  
“Karl assumed a tough job at a time when Lincoln’s infrastructure needs were great,” said Beutler.  “He can 
point with pride to real progress in Antelope Valley, millions of dollars in new roads and expansion into Stevens 
Creek.  We wish him well in the future.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 8,  2007
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Public Works and Utilities is the largest department in City government.   It has six divisions:

(Media note:  He pronounces his last name muh-CLANE)

The Business Office handles administrative duties for the department, including water and sewer billing,
as well as overseeing the City-owned parking garages.

Engineering Services and Street and Traffic Operations designs, oversees and maintains storm sewer,
sanitary sewer, water and streets.

Water Production and Distribution (Lincoln Water System) is responsible for production and treatment
of the City’s water supply.

Wastewater, Solid Waste and Recycling operates wastewater treatment facilities, City landfills and
recycling operations.

StarTran is the City-owned bus system.

Watershed Management works to minimize flood damage and conserve natural resources.



 

BUDGET 
Congress to send first FY 2008 spending bill 
to the President.  House and Senate 
Democratic leaders have reportedly decided 
to package their proposed FY 2008 spending 
bill for the Departments of Labor, HHS, and 
Education with the appropriations measure 
for Military Construction and the Veterans’ 
Administration and send it to the President 
for his expected veto. 
 
The House-Senate conferences reconciling 
the bills approved the package Thursday and 
will file a report for floor consideration on 
November 5.  While the House is expected to 
quickly approve the package, there may be 
procedural roadblocks in the Senate, where 
two-thirds of that body is required to approve 
of the bundling of more than one 
appropriations bill.  Republicans are expected 
to raise a point of order against the package 
and ask for the removal of the Military 
Construction-VA portion. 
 
The White House and congressional 
Democrats are still at loggerheads over $20 
billion in additional domestic discretionary 
spending proposed by the Democrats.  The 
two spending bills included in the package 
represent almost $14 billion of that 
difference, as Democrats have proposed 
increase for education programs, children’s 
health care, cancer research, and veterans’ 
health care. 
 
Meanwhile, the House-Senate conference 
committee on the FY 2008 spending bill for 
the Departments of Commerce and Justice 
may take place next week, as well as the 
conference for the Departments of 
Transportation and Housing and Urban 
Development measure.  The goal is to get 
those bills to the President prior to 
Thanksgiving. 
 

The current Continuing Resolution (CR) that 
is funding government operations in the 
absence of an FY 2008 budget expires on 
November 16.  Barring a major breakthrough, 
Congress is expected to extend that CR into 
December. 
 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
A busy week for telecommunications issues.  
Telecommunications issues took center stage 
for local governments this week as President 
Bush signed a seven-year extension of the 
Internet Tax Freedom Act, the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) moved 
to further curtail state and local franchising, 
and both the House and Senate took action on 
telecommunications bills. 
 
As widely expected, President Bush quickly 
signed legislation (HR 3678) to extend the 
moratorium on state and local taxation of 
Internet access for seven years.  As signed 
into law, the bill also extends the grandfather 
for pre-1998 taxes on Internet access for an 
additional seven years.  The bill also includes 
an expanded definition of “Internet access” 
that its sponsors claim is necessary to stop 
state and local governments from taxing e-
mail.  Local government organizations fear 
that the expanded definition may create an 
opening for legal challenges to a wide variety 
of taxes that state and local governments 
collect from business in general. 
 
In another attack on state and local 
government authority, the FCC issued a rule 
this week that immediately extends its 
previous preemption of state and local cable 
franchising authority to include incumbent 
cable providers operating under an existing 
franchise.  The original rule, issued late last 
year, preempts franchising authority for new 
cable television providers. 
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Since the FCC has not actually released its 
new rule, only a press release, it is not 
entirely clear what the impact on local 
governments will be.  However, based on 
the press release, the new rule presents a 
grave threat to local revenue and authority.   
 
According to the release, under the new 
rule  “specified costs, fees and other 
compensation required by local franchising 
authorities must be counted towards the 
statutory five-percent cap on franchise 
fees.”   It also indicates that the rule will 
limit state and local authority to require 
incumbent cable providers to provide 
public, education and governmental (PEG) 
programming and to provide service to 
schools, libraries and other public 
buildings. 
 
The press release goes on to state that the 
rule does not preempt state and local 
customer service requirements or build out 
requirements for incumbent providers but 
it does not clarify how requirements would 
be enforced absent a franchise. 
 
On a brighter note, the Senate Commerce 
Committee unanimously approved 
legislation (HR 1853) that would preempt 
state laws that prohibit the construction of 
municipal broadband networks.  Currently, 
14 states prohibit or restrict local 
governments from offering high-speed 
Internet service over municipally-built and 
owned broadband networks. 
 
The Committee approved the bill over the 
s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e 
telecommunications industry, which argues 
that the bill intrudes on state and local 
authority.  During the markup, the 
Committee approved an amendment to 
prohibit the federal government from 
bailing out a bankrupt municipal 
broadband project and another that would 
require a 30-day period after the 
announcement of a municipal broadband 
project for private sector entities to bid on 
providing Internet service. 
 
In another effort to bridge the digital 
divide, the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee approved legislation (HR 3919) 
that would require the FCC and the 
National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration (NTIA) to 
conduct an annual inventory of broadband 
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services throughout the country, 
including the speed of service and the 
type of technology used to offer the 
service, and to produce a map of 
broadband service.  In an effort to gauge 
domestic broadband deployment with 
that of other countries, the bill would 
also require that the annual report 
compare  domes t ic  b roadband 
deployment with that of 75 communities 
from 25 other countries chosen by the 
FCC.  The bill would authorize $12 
million a year to prepare the report and 
produce the map.  It would also 
authorize $275 million over three years 
for grants to state and local planning 
agencies to develop broadband 
deployment strategies. 
 
Finally, the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee unanimously 
approved legislation (HR 3403) that 
would give Voice over Internet Protocol 
(VOIP) telephone providers access to the 
911 emergency telephone systems 
controlled by local telephone companies.  
It would also give them the same 
immunity enjoyed by those companies 
when handling those emergency calls 
that local telephone companies and 
wireless telephone providers enjoy.  The 
FCC had issued a rule requiring VOIP to 
offer 911 services to its customers but 
congressional action is needed to require 
local telephone companies to provide 
access to their networks and to grant 
VOIP providers immunity. 
 
FINANCE 
House tax extenders bill includes one-
year delay of vendor withholding tax.  
The House Ways and Means Committee 
approved legislation (HR 3996) that 
would stop the expansion of the 
Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) for 
one year and extend a number of 
expiring tax provisions. 
 
The bill would also delay for one year 
the implementation of a law that requires 
state and local governments withhold 
three percent of all payments to vendors. 
 
In addition to the one-year delay of the 
vendor withholding rule, which is 
currently set to take effect in 2011, the 
bill would extend: 
 

• a provision that allows taxpayers 
who live in a state without an income tax 
to deduct state and local sales tax from 
their income; 
 
• a tax credit for creating conservation 
easements on environmentally sensitive 
land; 
 
• the New Markets Tax Credit, which 
is designed to spur investment in low- 
and moderate-income neighborhoods, 
through 2009, and 
 
• the tax credit for environmental 
remediation of brownfields. 
 
The bill would also renew a host of other 
popular tax provisions that are set to 
expire, including the Child Tax Credit 
and the deduction for higher education 
tuition expenses. 
 
The bill now heads to the House floor, 
where debate is expected to contentious.  
In addition, the White House has chimed 
in, saying that while they welcome the 
Ways and Means Committee attention to 
an AMT patch and expiring tax credits, 
the offsets would inflict serious harm on 
the economy. 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
Senate approves Amtrak bill, while 
House considers dam and bridge repair 
measures.  The Senate approved 
legislation (S 294) this week that would 
reauthorize Amtrak and provide the 
struggling railroad with $11.4 billion 
over the next six years.  The 70-22 vote 
in favor of the bill came after the Senate 
turned back a number of amendments to 
scale back assistance and/or privatize 
Amtrak. 
 
The measure would provide Amtrak with 
$4.9 billion in capital grants and $3.3 
billion in operating subsidies, as well as 
an additional $1.3 billion annually in 
bond authority.  In addition, 
approximately $1.4 billion would be 
provided for a new capital grant program 
to states to pay 80 percent of the capital 
costs related to intercity passenger rail. 
 
The bill would also implement a plan to 
revamp and restructure Amtrak 



 

accounting and financial systems, enhance 
security, establish higher quality standards, 
and reduce operating costs by 40 percent.  
It would also make certain development 
near Amtrak stations eligible for capital 
grants. 
 
Chairman James Oberstar (D-MN) of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee this week indicated that 
Amtrak was a high priority for him and the 
panel, but that the committee would not be 
considering legislation until early next year 
because of other pressing business. 
 
Meanwhile, the House this week approved 
a measure (HR 3224) that would authorize 
$201 million over five years for a new 
program for states to rehabilitate or repair 
structurally deficient dams.  The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
would administer the program, and there 
would be a 35 percent match required.  
FEMA would be required to adopt a 
rulemaking that creates a system for 
determining the severity of a deficient 
dam. 
 
In 2006, Congress approved a law that 
directs the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to keep an inventory of the nation’s dams.  
There is no Senate companion bill to HR 
3224 at this time. 
 
Finally, the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee approved 
legislation (HR 3999) this week that would 
authorize $2 billion over two years for the 
repair and rebuilding of structurally 
deficient bridges.  The funds would be 
derived directly from the federal Treasury, 
as opposed to funding the program by 
raising the federal gas tax.  The bill 
reportedly would not allow states to 
reprogram funds for any other 
transportation need, and would also tighten 
bridge inspection standards. 
 
The next step for HR 3999 is the House 
floor, although it has not been scheduled 
for a vote at this time.  There is no Senate 
companion bill to date. 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Senate subcommittee approves global 
warming bill.  A subcommittee of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee approved legislation (S 
2191) this week that would place 
restrictions on greenhouse gas emissions 
in the United States.  The action 
represents the first concrete step by 
Congress this year to address global 
warming. 
 
In its current form, the bill would require 
the electricity, transportation, and 
manufacturing sectors to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 19 percent 
below 2005 levels by 2020 and 63 
percent below 2005 levels by 2050.  
Entities that do not meet the limits could 
purchase “emissions allowances” from 
those that do, or purchase them from the 
federal government at auctions.  All 
available credits would be sold by 2036, 
and the proceeds of the sales would be 
used to invest in technologies that 
promote energy efficiency. 
 
The subcommittee approved the bill 
along party lines, 4-3, and the debate 
foreshadowed the difficulties sponsors 
will have in moving this bill forward.  
Some Democrats contended that the 
emissions restrictions in the bill are not 
strong enough to properly curb global 
warming, while Republicans complained 
that the measure was too far-reaching 
and would have negative effects on the 
economy. 
 
Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) hopes 
to bring the measure to the full 
committee in the next few weeks, but 
she must first satisfy concerns of 
members such as Senator Max Baucus 
(D-MT), who represents a heavy coal-
producing state.  Even if the bill is 
approved by the committee, it faces a 
certain filibuster by Republicans and a 
veto threat by the President. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSING 
House panel approves update to HUD 
Mark- to-Market Program.  The House 
Financial Services Committee approved 
legislation (HR 3965) that would 
reauthorize the HUD Mark-to-Market 
Program. 
 
The Mark-to-Market program was 
created in 1997 and is designed to 
encourage landlords to continue to 
participate in the Section 8 assisted 
housing program.  According to the bill 
sponsors, the program reduces Section 8 
subsidies to FHA-insured properties with 
above-market rents and restructures the 
mortgages of these properties so that 
owners can operate more effectively on 
less income and by charging more 
competitive rents.  The measure 
increases the percentage of Section 8 
units in an area that can have rents above 
120 percent of fair market value 
(exception rents) from five percent to 
nine percent. 
 
HUD was expected to run out of these 
exception rents at the end of the year and 
sponsors believe the legislation will 
provide enough until the program 
authorization expires in 2011. 
HR 3965 would expand the mark-to-
market program to include project-based 
Section 8 developments with below-
market rents, allow higher rents for 
disaster-damaged properties, and extend 
the period of debt forgiveness for 
properties acquired by a tenant or 
nonprofit organization. 
 
The bill will next be considered on the 
House floor.  A companion bill (S 131) 
has been introduced in the Senate, but 
has not been considered by the Senate 
Banking Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
National Endowment for Humanities 
Applications are now being accepted for 
Interpreting America’s Historic Places 
planning grants.  This program offers 
funding for planning projects to create 
awareness of American history for one 
historic site, a group of sites, a community, 
a neighborhood, or a geographic region.    
NEH will award a maximum of $75,000 
per grant.  There is no required cost share, 
but NEH grants usually cover a maximum 
of 50% to 60% of planning grant costs.  
Applications are due January 23, 2008.  
For more information, see: 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/IAH
P_Planning.html. 
 
Department of Energy 
DOE is looking to form partnerships with 
American cities through the FY 2008 Solar 
American Cities funding opportunity.  The 
DOE will select applicants to assist in 
integrating solar technologies into city 
energy planning, zoning and facilities; 
streamline city-level regulations and 
practices that affect solar adoption by 
residents; and promote solar technology 
among residents and local businesses 
through outreach, curriculum development, 
incentive programs, and other innovative 
approaches.  DOE will make 12 awards at 
$2.4 million per project over a two year 
period.  All applications must be submitted 
by January 10, 2008.   For more 
information, go to: 
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/solar/solar_a
merica/open_upcoming_fund_opps.html.   
 
Department of Homeland Security 
DHS has published guidance for the Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Program for FY 2008.  
Funding will be used for hazard mitigation 
planning and the implementation of 
mitigation projects prior to a disaster event.  
Local governments must apply for the 
grant through their state emergency 
management agency and must have a 
FEMA-approved mitigation plan in place 
to receive funding. Applicants may request 
up to $1 million in planning funds for new 
plans and up to $3 million in project funds.  
DHS is expected to give 80 awards from a 
total of $100 million.  The deadline for all 
applicants is January 31, 2008.  For more 
information on the grant, go to: 
www.fema.gov/government/grant/pdm/fy2
008.shtm.   
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November 5, 2007 

Lyle Loth
 
ESP
 
601 Old Cheney Rd. Suite "A"
 
Lincoln, NE 68512
 

RE:	 Hartland Homes NW 6'h Addition Final Plat #07067 Generally 
located at NW 48'h St. and W. Madison Ave. 

Dear Lyle: 

Hartland Homes NW 6~ Addition generally located west of NW 48'h Sf. 
and W. Madison Ave. was approved by the Planning Director on 
November 2, 2007. The plat and the subdivision agreement must be 
recorded in the Register of Deeds. The fee is determined at $.50 per 
existing lot and per new lot and $20.00 per plat sheet for the plat, and 
$.50 per new lot and $5.00 per page for associated documents such as 
the subdivision agreement. If you have a question about the fees, please 
contact the Register of Deeds. Please make check payable to the 
Lancaster County Register of Deeds. The Register of Deeds requests a 
list of all new lots and blocks created by the plat be attached to the 
subdivision agreement so the agreement can be recorded on each new 
lot. 

Pursuant to § 26.11.060(d) of the Lincoln Municipal Code, this approval 
may be appealed to the Planning Commission and any decision of the 
Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a letter of appeal within 
14 days of the action being appealed. The plat will be recorded with the 
Register of Deeds after the appeal period has lapsed (date + 14 days), 
and the recording fee and signed subdivision agreement have been 
received. 

Sincerely, 
~C&.7tY" 

Tom CajRa 
Planner 

CC:	 Duane Hartman, Hartland Homes
 
City Council
 
Dennis Bartels, Public Works & Utilities
 
Terry Kathe, BUilding & Safety
 
Sharon Theobald, Lincoln Electric
 
File
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WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

11/05/2007 11:04 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Andrea Dickey
Address:  7801 Lake Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506

Phone:    402-327-9555
Fax:
Email:    andreasmileon@earthlink.net

Comment or Question:
I'm writting in regards to the LES rate increase.  I hope that you will stand 
up for the people of Lincoln and deny their request.  It is getting harder and 
harder for people to make ends meet and by increasing the rate by 5 1/2 
percent will make that even harder.  It may not seem like that much but when 
you put that on top of everything else that is increasing it is.  Just like I 
have to budget my money LES needs to find a way to do the same.  I don't 
believe that the things they say they need the money for are necessary and if 
they feel they are important they need to find the money for them in their 
current budget.  I'm asking you to Please stand up for the people.  People 
have lost faith in the government and they need to feel like they have a voice 
and that there is someone looking out for them!  Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Andrea Dickey



















"Porter, Joyce" 
<Joyce.Porter@ps.net> 

11/08/2007 01:24 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <health@lincoln.ne.gov>, <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Tammy 
Hanel" <academicaccents@yahoo.com>

bcc

Subject Animal Control

The following message is from Tammy Hanel a Lincoln resident who is in China for an extended 
period of time. 
She was unable to access your website; however asked that I forward her message on to you. 

Her email address is: academicaccents@yahoo.com 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am currently living in Shanghai but am a Lincoln resident.  The news about Bob Downey and 
The Humane Society taking over the current responsibilities of Animal Control has me very 
concerned.  It is my understanding that the conditions these animals would be housed in before 
locating the owner, if they were given the chance to live at all, are not up to the standards most 
pet owners and animal lovers expect.  

These animals do not have a voice.  Be their voice! 
Do the research and don't make this a quick decision based on money.  For many people these 
animals are considered members of the family.  They should be treated as such.

Thank you for listening to my concerns.  I really do hope you take more time on this one. 

Tammy Hanel 
Lincoln Resident 


