
 

** CORRECTION ON TIME OF MEETING

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2008

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
**11:00 A.M. - ROOM 113 

I. MAYOR
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Presents 2007 Award of Excellence to Houston Doan and

Bradley Kastl with the LIFE Office of the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging.
*2. NEWS RELEASE. Candidate Debates Set for March 31, 2008.
*3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler News Conference on Proposed Innovation Park

Scheduled for Thursday, March 27, 2008 at 10:00 am in the Mayor’s Conference Room
at 555 South 10th Street.

*4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s News Conference Cancelled as the Legislature
Took No Action on the State Fair Issue.  

Received Week of April 7, 2008
  1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s Statement on Ag Committee’s Decision.

(Distributed to Council Members before Formal Meeting on 03/31/08)
  2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s News Conference on the City’s Efforts to Gather

Public Opinion on City Budget Outcomes. Tuesday, April 1, 2008, 9:30 a.m., at 555
South 10th Street in the Mayor’s Conference Room. (Distributed to Council Members
before Formal Meeting on 03/31/08)  

  3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Announces Online Survey and Town Halls Focusing on City
Budget. 

II. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/TREASURER
  1. Monthly City Cash Report, February 29, 2008.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
  1. Help Keep Lincoln and Lancaster County Clean - Cleanup Mini-Grants Available.
  2. Health Department Urges Residents to Bring Compact Fluorescent Bulbs and Other

Household Hazardous Waste to 2008 Collections. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Annexation No. 08001, Ordinance No. 19052, Effective March 25, 2008, Map.
Received Week of April 7, 2008
  1. Pinecrest 4th Addition, Final Plat #07040. Generally Located at North 10th Street and

Morton Street. 
  2. Annexation by Ordinance No.19061. Effective: April 8, 2008, 41.01 Acres. 

PLANNING COMMISSION
*1. Action by Planning Commission, March 26, 2008. 
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
*1. Water Replacement Project #700305. “Y” Street; 22nd - 27th Street. 

III. CITY CLERK   

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Request to Rick Peo, City Attorney’s Office - RE: City employees who have contracts

with the City (RFI#15-03/17/08) SEE REPLY FROM RICK PEO, CHIEF
ASSISTANCE CITY ATTORNEY (03/26/08)

*2. Reply to R. Sutton Regarding Surplus Park Property.  

DAN MARVIN
*1. Letter from Rebecca Hasty Regarding Neighborhood Meeting Held March 18, 2008.

V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Correspondence from Steve Seidel Questioning Ordinance That Vehicles Be Moved

Every 24 Hours. 
*2a. Email from Peter W. Katt. Soil Mining Permit, Bill No. 08R-82, NW 56th and West “O”

Streets.
2b.  Requirements and Established City Policy for Soil Mining Permits.  

*3. Email from Wilbur Dasenbrock. Surplus Park Land.
*4. Letter and Memo from a Bus Rider Using the Ride for Five Program. 
*5. Email from Scott Sandquist. Costs, Comments on Keeping the State Fair.   
*6. Letter to Council Members from Alan Fosler, Union Bank, Senior Vice President.

Support Proposal of Mike and Mark Olderbak to Rebuild Kabredlo’s Convenience Store
at 4135 So. 48th Street.   (Individual Letters Distributed to Council Members on
03/27/08) 

Received Week of April 7, 2008
  1. Email from Jim Tiedeman. Questions on the Grand Theater.
  2. Letter from Lancaster County Chief Administrative Officer, Kerry P. Eagan,

Recommending Stanley a. Matzke to the Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning
Commission. (Individual Letters Delivered to Council Members on 03/28/08)

  3. Postcard from Encouragement Unlimited, Inc, John L. Harris, President, Thanking City
Council Members for Faithful Service.  

  4. Email from Steve Seidel, Omaha, NE. Have Not Received Reply on Vehicle Parking
Ticket Sent Last Week.

  5. Email from Linda. Keep State in Lincoln.  
 6. Letter from Ben Johnson. Comments on Lincoln’s Public Transportation with

Suggestions for the City Cab Company.    

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

* Carried over from March 31, 2008. 

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\da040708.wpd.mmm



MAYOR BEUTLER’S STATEMENT ON AG COMMITTEE’S DECISION

“The Agriculture Committee’s decision to allow State Fair Park to become the new Innovation Park is a 
victory for Lincoln’s economic future.  It will attract cutting edge businesses that provide good wages and 
good jobs to our children and the generations that follow.  The Innovation Park will be a shining example 
of what the State of Nebraska and Lincoln can become.

“We continue to believe Lincoln’s future has room for both the Innovation Park and the State Fair.  It is 
clear from the consultant’s report that the Fair’s future viability is best served in Lincoln.  That’s why we 
continue to push to keep the Fair in the Capital City.  

“However, the Governor and the Legislature control the situation by virtue of the State’s ownership of State 
Fair Park.  They have made their initial preferences clear.  In the event the full Legislature decides the Fair 
must go to Grand Island, we will respect that decision.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 31, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Mayor Chris Beutler will present new information on the City’s efforts to gather public opinion
on City budget outcomes at a news conference at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 1 in the Mayor’s
Conference Room,  555 South 10th Street.

Beutler will discuss the status of the scientific phone survey and announce the next steps in
the process.

Following the news conference, representatives of the University of Nebraska Public Policy
Center will brief the media on the upcoming online survey and town hall meetings.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: March 31, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831



MAYOR ANNOUNCES ONLINE SURVEY AND TOWN HALLS
FOCUSING ON CITY BUDGET

Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged citizens to give their opinions on the City budget by participating in an 
online survey and attending a town hall meeting.  The efforts are part of an effort to solicit public opinion on 
how the City should spend tax dollars called “PRIORITY LINCOLN – We’re listening.” PRIORITY 
LINCOLN began last month with a  phone survey of 600 residents, which is almost completed. 

“To make sure the telephone survey results are statistically valid, only those selected at random could 
participate in that part of the project,” said Mayor Beutler.  “We are excited about moving in to the next phase 
of PRIORITY LINCOLN which gives everyone in the community an opportunity to share their ideas with us.”

The City is partnering with the Lincoln Journal Star to launch the online survey Sunday, April 6th at 
www.journalstar.com.  The survey is designed to allow citizens to prioritize City services and provide 
comments on their decisions.  Printed copies of the online survey also will be available at all Lincoln libraries.

The City is partnering with Leadership Lincoln, Inc. on a series of town hall meetings to allow residents 
another venue to express their opinions about budget priorities.  Doors will open at 5:30 p.m., and the 
meetings will be from 6 to 8 p.m.  The schedule is:

The City is borrowing an audience response technology system from UNL to allow for instant feedback from 
those attending the town hall meetings.  At most of the meetings, up to 150 citizens will be able to participate, 
using small remote devices to register their opinions.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 1, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

- more -

April 22, Lincoln Southwest High, 7001 S. 14th Street
April 24, LPS District Offices, 5901 “O” Street (This town hall is hosted by the Mayor’s Youth
Advisory Council, and young people are encouraged to attend.)

April 29, North Star High School, 5801 North 33rd Street
May 6, Lincoln High School, 2229 “J’ Street

Alan Tomkins, Public Policy Center, 472-5678
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PRIORITY LINCOLN
April 1, 2008
Page Two

Beutler said PRIORITY LINCOLN is a necessary first step toward implementing “outcome-based budgeting,” 
a process that ties programs to the goals that citizens want local government to accomplish.  The City is 
working with the University of Nebraska Public Policy Center and the University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
Bureau of Sociological Research on the project.

Beutler thanked the Lincoln Community Foundation for funding PRIORITY LINCOLN.  “I really salute the 
community spirit and leadership exhibited by its Board and by Bob Harris, the Interim President,” he said.  
“Bob has a vision for the Foundation and is leading his group in a similar discussion of what the Foundation’s 
relationship with the City should be.  As a result, a key part of the surveys will be the exploration of what 
programs should be funded by the non-profit sector.

The results of the scientific phone survey will be announced in mid-April.  Alan Tomkins, Director of the 
Public Policy Center, said those not familiar with survey research often question how a poll of 600 can 
represent the views in a city of Lincoln’s size.  “This sample size gives us a confidence margin for the 
PRIORITY LINCOLN phone survey of plus or minus 4 percent,” Tomkins said.  “The purpose of the phone 
survey is to give the Mayor’s Office and the City Council a strong sense of the public's priorities, not a precise 
count of how citizens would vote if they were the elected leaders.” 

About 60 of those selected for the phone survey also will participate in a follow-up discussion.  Portions will 
be taped for viewing on 5 CITY-TV (cable channel 5) and through video-on-demand on the City Web site, 
lincoln.ne.gov.

The Mayor is scheduled to make his decisions on the 2008-2009 City budget in May, and the budget is released 
to the public in June.  The City Council votes on tentative changes to the Mayor’s budget in July.   The public 
hearing is scheduled for August 11, and the Council is scheduled to adopt the budget August 25.







LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 27, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Harry Heafer – 441-8035

HELP KEEP LINCOLN & LANCASTER COUNTY CLEAN
Cleanup mini-grants available

Does your group or club need some money?  Here is an exciting opportunity to help clean up litter

and earn extra money for your organization at the same time.  The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health

Department’s Keep Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful Program (KLLCB), is offering mini-grants as

an incentive for organizations, rural communities and groups to actively clean up litter and improve their

communities and the environment. 

“Hundreds of volunteers help clean up litter each year making our roadsides cleaner and

communities safer and healthier places to live,” said Harry Heafer, Coordinator of the KLLCB program.

“This is a great opportunity for youth groups or clubs to do some community service and earn some money

for their organization at the same time.”

Cleanup  mini-grants ranging from $25 -$250 are available for the cleanup of litter on public land

areas including waterways, shorelines, roadsides, community streets and alleyways in Lincoln and

Lancaster County.  Neighborhood organizations, rural communities, businesses, employee organizations,

families and organized groups such as schools and clubs are encouraged to apply. 

If your group or community is interested in applying for a cleanup mini-grant call the Keep Lincoln

& Lancaster Beautiful Program at 441-8035 or email hheafer@lincoln.ne.gov to request a cleanup mini-

grant application.  Applications are also available on-line at http://www.lincoln.ne.gov. Keyword: KLLCB. 

 Applications must be submitted and approved prior to conducting a cleanup.  Mini-grant applications

must include litter cleanup and recycling components.  Cleanup projects may not be on State or County

Adopt-A-Highway miles.  

-more-

mailto:hheafer@lincoln.ne.gov
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov,


Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
Cleanup Mini-grant cont.
Page 2

Mini-grants are available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Deadline for project completion is

November 1, 2008.  Mini-grants are awarded based on the size of the area and amount of litter to be

cleaned up. Trash bags are provided and safety vests are available for loan.  

Cleanups conducted in March, April and May are part of Keep America Beautiful’s Great

American Cleanup, the nation’s largest organized annual cleanup, beautification and community

improvement program where millions of volunteers across the nation work to create healthier, safer and

more livable community environments.  

Cleanup mini-grants are funded by a grant from the Litter Reduction and Recycling Fund

administered by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality.

###
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 31, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dan N. King, Environmental Health Specialist, 441-8084

HEALTH DEPARTMENT URGES RESIDENTS TO BRING

COMPACT FLUORESCENT BULBS AND OTHER

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE TO 2008 COLLECTIONS

Are your compact fluorescent bulbs starting to burn out? “Don’t mix them with regular household

trash. Bring them to a Household Hazardous Waste Collection,” encourages Dan King, Environmental

Health Specialist with the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department. “These bulbs contain a small

amount of mercury that needs to be kept out of the landfill,” King said. 

The bulbs can be brought to any of the Household Hazardous Waste Collections, the first of

which is scheduled for Saturday, April 12, 2008, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at State Fair Park, 4-H

Youth Complex. The event is for Lincoln and Lancaster County households (not businesses). Seven

other collections are scheduled through November 15, 2008, at convenient locations in the city and

county.  In addition, two of the events—May 17 and September 20—will feature a usable latex paint

exchange. 

Other items accepted at the HHW collection include pesticides, paint thinners, stains, polishes

and waxes, turpentine, paint, pool cleaning chemicals, flea and tick powders, rodent poison, charcoal

starter fluids, mixed or old gasoline, mercury-containing items including thermometers, upholstery

cleaners, grease removers and brake and power steering fluids.  Items that can be recycled or disposed of

locally and will not be accepted at the HHW collection include motor oil, gas grill cylinders,

pharmaceutical waste, electronics, computers and batteries. 

For more information, contact the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department at 441-8021, or

view the health department website at www.lincoln.ne.gov and type in the keyword search, “household”. 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov


[
Please join the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department in safeguarding the wellbeing of our

community and environment! 

The 2008 Lincoln-Lancaster County Household Hazardous Waste Collections are scheduled on these

dates:

· Saturday, April 12 State Fair Park, 4-H Youth Complex 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

· Saturday, May 17 Pfizer Inc, 601 W. Cornhusker Hwy. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Includes Usable Latex Paint Exchange

· Friday, June 20 Union College, 52  & Cooper Ave. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.nd

· Saturday, June 21 Nebraska Wesleyan University, 56  & Huntington 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.th

· Saturday, September 20 Veyance Tech, 4021 N. 56  St. 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.th

Includes Usable Latex Paint Exchange

· Friday, October 17 Waverly – County Shop 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

11251 N. 141 St.

· Saturday, October 18 Lincoln Industries 600 W. E Street 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

· Saturday, November 15 State Fair Park, 4-H Youth Complex 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

# # #
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WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/27/2008 04:59 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Jim Tiedeman
Address:  5600 S 73rd St
City:     Lincoln, NE 685616

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    jctiedeman@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
Please help me out.  I do not remember just how the Grand Theater deal was put 
together.  The city built the building and sold it to Douglas Theaters??  Tax 
money used/lost??  Tax increment financing, how does that work??  I see now 
that Douglas Theaters sold their holdings.  How will that effect the city?? 
Will the property go back on the tax roll at a new higher value.  Was this a 
good deal for the city?? (Did we make any money?)

I also don't remember the sale of the Federal building either.(The old Post 
Office)  The city sold it for ONE Dollar??  It to has been sold.  Will it now 
go on the tax roll at full value.

Can someone please help me out and explain?

Thanks,

Jim Tiedeman







WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/31/2008 08:44 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Steve Seidel
Address:  2619 North 123rd Circle
City:     Omaha, NE 68164

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    sseidel@cox.net

Comment or Question:
I sent a message last week about my son getting a ticket for a vehicle parking 
in one place for over 24 hours.

I HAVE YET TO RECIEVE ANY RESPONSE!!

This does not give me much confidence in the Lincoln city council!

Steve Seidel
Omaha



lmshjs@aol.com 

04/01/2008 10:33 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov, commish@co.lancaster.ne.us, 
adubas@leg.net.gov, mdierks@leg.net.gov, 
rkarpesek@leg.net.gov, dpreister@leg.net.gov, 

cc

bcc

Subject State Fair  Keep it in Lincoln

Senators, Council men, Commissioners, to all concerned:

It will be a huge loss for Lincoln and the State of Nebraska, if the
State Fair goes to Grand Island. The State Fair should stay in Lincoln,
it is the State Capital, it has been in Lincoln for all of the Life of
the State Fair and mine too.. People from Lincoln and Omaha attend the
fair for more then 1 or 2 days while it is in Lincoln. Kids and Senior
Citizens from Lincoln and the surrounding area are able to get to the
fair easily. The amount of people around Grand Island is nothing
compared to the population around Lincoln and Omaha. Bring the
machinery and the farmers interests back to the State Fair, so the
farmers will attend they will  still go to Husker Harvest days.  At
Husker Harvest days  if it rains it is a muddy mess.

Grand Island can flood more easily then the land by the Lancaster Event
Center. Lincoln should be able to have the State Fair and the Research
center, both of them. Lincoln can build up whatever land is made
available they do for any other interests they have.

People can fly in and out of Lincoln and the inter-state is close to
the city, you don't have to drive miles to get to the
State Fair or the Lancaster Events Center. At Grand Island, it is a
long drive from the inter-state, their roads are not built
to handle the traffic for the Husker Harvest days. It is always bumper
to bumper traffic going to Husker Harvest days.

I can't believe it would cost as much to move the State Fair to a spot
in Lincoln as it would to move it to Grand Island.
Think of all of the Gas costs for the regular citizen to drive to the
fair. It would cost the vendors and the exhibitors a lot more money to
drive to Grand Island. It just does not make sense to move the State
Fair out of Lincoln or the immediate area.

Perhaps the citizens of Nebraska should be able to vote on where the
State Fair should be held.

Please leave the State Fair in Lincoln.

Thank You

Linda







AD D E N D U M 
T O 

D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of April
5 through April 11, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Mayor Says Legislature’s Decision A Victory For
Innovation Park. 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Severe Weather Awareness Week Begins Monday.

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City Receives Grant For Fire Safety And
Prevention. 

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Directors and Developer Honored At Fair Housing
Conference.  

II. CITY CLERK - NONE

 
III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - 

JONATHAN COOK - 

1. E-Mail from Richard K. Sutton - RE: Surplusing Park Land. 

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - NONE

 
C. MISCELLANEOUS - NONE

 daadd040708/tjg 



Date: April 4, 2008
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of April 5 through 11, 2008

Schedule subject to change

Monday, April 7

Tuesday, April 8

Wednesday, April 9

Thursday, April 10 

Showing of Irving Middle School students’ film on bullying - 7 p.m., Ross Media Arts Center, 313 N. 13th St.

City-County Common meeting - 8:30 a.m., County-City Building, Room 113, 555 S. 10th St.

Board of Health Annual Meeting, remarks and award presentations - 11:30 p.m., BryanLGH Medical Plaza East
Conference Center, 1500 S. 48th St.

City Service Award Breakfast, remarks and award presentations - 8 a.m., Windsor Stables, 1024 “L” St.
Nebraska Safety Council awards luncheon - 11:30 a.m., Cornhusker Marriott, 333 S. 13th St.
Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable meeting - 5:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room

Speaking to students in grades two through five about citizenship - 2:15 p.m., Meadowlane Elementary School,
7200 Vine St.

KFOR Lincoln Live -12:30 p.m., Three Eagles Communications, 3800 Cornhusker Hwy.
Mayor’s Multicultural Advisory Committee meeting- 3:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



MAYOR SAYS LEGISLATURE’S DECISION 
A VICTORY FOR INNOVATION PARK 

Mayor Chris Beutler said the Legislature’s first round approval of a bill to move the State Fair to Grand 
Island and make the current fairgrounds available to the University of Nebraska takes Lincoln one step 
closer to securing its economic future with Innovation Park.

“It is a victory not only for Lincoln, but for the entire State of Nebraska,” said Beutler.  “This opportunity to 
transfer research to the marketplace through partnerships with private companies will offer the high-paying 
jobs we need to grow our economy.

“Yes, we are disappointed that the Innovation Park may come at the cost of the State Fair.  We have no doubt 
that Lincoln offers the Fair the best opportunity for a bright future.  The City and its partners worked hard to 
find the Fair Board an alternative site here in Lincoln, but the Board simply was not interested.

“The Governor, the Agriculture Committee and now the entire Legislature have spoken.  We appreciate their 
work on this difficult issue, and we thank our Lincoln delegation for their efforts on the floor today.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 3, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK BEGINS MONDAY

Lancaster County Emergency Management Director Doug Ahlberg today urged all citizens to acknowledge 
“Severe Weather Awareness Week” by creating or reviewing their plans for their families’ safety in the event 
of severe weather. Severe Weather Awareness Week – established by the National Weather Service office in 
Valley, Nebraska – runs from Monday, April 7 through Sunday, April 13.

“Individuals and families who don’t already have a specific plan in place to deal with severe weather should 
establish one immediately,” said Ahlberg. “For those who already do, reinforcing the plan on an annual basis 
is very important.” Ahlberg said plans should include a location where all family members will report in the 
event of severe weather activity such as a tornado. Items that should be part of a family’s safety plan include 
flashlights and a battery-operated radio.

“A great gift for the entire family would be a NOAA weather radio,” Ahlberg said. “It can be a great tool for 
staying abreast of potential severe weather, and it gives your family the best possible chance of reacting and 
seeking shelter in a timely manner.”

Ahlberg said a high number of unseasonable tornados have already been reported this year in the 
southeastern part of the country, but April, May and June are historically the months with the highest 
tornado activity. He said tornados are most likely to occur between the hours of 4 and 9 p.m.

Ahlberg thanked the local media outlets whose meteorologists and weather forecasters have been providing 
severe weather tips in advance of Severe Weather Awareness Week. He said that the local monthly test of the 
severe weather notification system was postponed from the standard first Wednesday of the month to the 
second Wednesday to coincide with Severe Weather Awareness Week.

For additional information on severe weather preparedness, visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov 
(keyword: emergency).

LANCASTER COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
575 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7441, fax 441-7407

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 4, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Doug Ahlberg, Emergency Management, 441-7441

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547
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CITY RECEIVES GRANT FOR FIRE SAFETY AND PREVENTION

The Lincoln Fire Prevention Bureau (LFPB) has been awarded a $44,347 grant from the U.S. Fire 
Administration for a comprehensive fire safety and prevention education project.

The LFPB education project will target children between the ages of 10 and 14 who are at risk of setting 
fires; adults ages 65 and above; college students; workplaces; and individuals with visual impairments.
The project will fund fire safety and prevention education materials, National Fire Prevention Association 
handbooks and related publications, and hardware such as a laptop computer and power point equipment 
needed to conduct presentations.

“We are always looking for ways to educate the public to prevent fire deaths and property loss,” said Bill 
Moody, LFPB Chief Fire Inspector. “We are extremely pleased to receive funding for this very worthwhile 
project and feel it will enhance overall fire safety and prevention in the City of Lincoln. We are very 
appreciative of this support that will help us continue to educate children and the general public on this
very important issue.”

The project also seeks to increase the certification level of LFPB investigators and inspectors.

For more information on fire safety and prevention, visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov
(keyword: fire prevention).

BUILDING AND SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
Bureau of Fire Prevention, 555 S. 10th St., Suite 203, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7791, fax 441-8214

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 4, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Bill Moody, Chief Fire Inspector, 441-7791

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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DIRECTOR AND DEVELOPER HONORED
AT FAIR HOUSING CONFERENCE

Larry Williams, Director of the Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR), and the Arter Group, a 
Lincoln development company, were honored at the 2008 Fair Housing Conference on March 26 in Lincoln. 
The conference, conducted by LCHR in partnership with the Realtors® Association of Lincoln and the 
Lincoln Housing Authority, celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Fair Housing Act. 

Williams was honored with a special U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Award in recognition of 
contributions made to increasing awareness of fair housing issues and other accomplishments during the past 
year. He was praised for his “commendable 23-year career in civil rights, extraordinary leadership skills and 
creativity used to develop and sponsor six annual fair housing conferences under HUD’s Fair Housing 
Assistance Program.” Williams was presented the special award by HUD Regional Director Macie Houston.

Jim Arter, President of the Arter Group, accepted the 2008 Fair Housing Award on behalf of his organization. 
The award is given in recognition of outstanding achievement in improving housing opportunities based on 
activities implemented, services performed or programs operated which demonstrate a commitment to fair 
housing.

The Arter Group (formerly Devco Investment Corp.) was recognized for its focus on downtown revitalization, 
affordable housing, concern for the elderly population and partnerships with Lincoln businesses and services. 
Arter has developed and/or constructed more than 1,000 units of affordable housing for families and the 
elderly in Nebraska and Kansas since 1970. Its first historic rehabilitation of an urban building was the former 
Capital Hotel, followed by CenterStone and Lincoln Station. In 1982, the firm converted the aging YMCA 
hotel into a condominium property, which is now listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

More information on the Human Rights Commission and the issue of fair housing is available on the City Web 
site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: rights).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 4, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Larry Williams, Commission on Human Rights, 441-7624

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Richard Sutton 
<rsutton1@unl.edu> 

03/20/2008 09:59 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Surplusing Park Land

Council Members-

Tuesday evening I attended an open house to view park land parcels
deemed “surplus”. I understand that the Parks and Recreation
Department was directed to make such a review by you, our Lincoln City
Council. It seems like every council meeting I attend or catch on
Channel 5 that Robin Eschliman (a realtor by trade) is asking about
surplus park property.

While this was an interesting exercise,

I STRONGLY DISAGREE THAT ANY PARK LAND IN THE CITY OF LINCOLN IS
SURPLUS ! ! ! SELLING PARK LAND IS SHORT-SIGHTED. SETS A DANGEROUS
PRECEDENT AND DEGRADES THE OVERALL QUALITY OF OUR COMMUNITY. IF
ANYTHING, WE NEED MORE PARKLAND.

I own property across the street from one of the affected parcels
(Nevin Park). That park happens to be a memorial to Mr. Nevin who once
served its residents as a pharmacist. That park provides much needed
open space for neighborhood children and increases my property’s
value . Studies have shown that closesness to park land increases
property values whose taxes in the long-run more than pay for it and
its upkeep. I would suggest instead of surplusing it that the city put
money into improving Nevin Park.

As seen by the recent Taylor Park detention pond controversy, our park
land is not merely wasted open space that should have been developed,
but all park land parcels provide a wide variety of benefits. Park
land soaks up and cleans storm water,provides aesthetic relief from
urban scenes, and connects us with the natural world.

To paraphrase John Muir, “There is a class of people who are
astonished that we haven’t build on every square inch of the earth.”
Let’s hope that the Lincoln City Council is not counted in that class!

Richard K. Sutton1326 N. 38th



"Robin Eschliman" 
<robine@neb.rr.com> 

03/21/2008 02:07 PM

To <tbogenreif@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Please post on Director's agenda for MARCH 27.

Thank you, Tammy
----- Original Message ----- 
From: Robin Eschliman  
To: rsutton1@unl.edu 
Sent: Friday, March 21, 2008 2:06 PM
Subject: E-mail of 3-20 regarding parks

This is to follow up on our phone conversation of  3-21 in which you confirmed that Council Member Jonathan 
Cook asked you to write  an e-mail stating, "It seems like every council meeting I attend or catch on  Channel 5 that 
Robin Eschliman (a Realtor by trade) is asking about surplus park  property."  You then presented your concerns 
about doing so.
 
We have had two times when we discussed  surplussing.  Once was at the budget hearings last summer, at which 7  
council members unanimously passed a resolution to explore surplussing a  particular piece (which was not park 
land but perhaps you were under the  impression that it was).  Then a few weeks ago and the actual piece came  
before us for disposition.  I had attempted, with Jonathan's assistance, to  put these funds into the renovation of 
Centennial Mall Park.  To our  disappointment, we found that we couldn't use it for capital improvements for a  
park, but we could use it to purchase some land for a monument at the base of  the new Harris overpass.
 
I just want to reiterate that the City Council has  been unanimous in these votes, including Councilman Cook.
 
Robin Eschliman



From: Richard Sutton <rsutton1@unl.edu>
Date: March 21, 2008 2:31:13 PM CDT
To: Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>
Subject: Re: E-mail of 3-20 regarding parks

Robin--

 You are mistaken regarding our conversation from a few minutes ago.  I have had no 
contact with Councilman Cook regarding park property.   I did mention that  Parks 
Director Lynn Johnson answered some questions I had at the Tuesday March 18 
open house on "surplus" park property.  You must have misheard me over the phone.   
By the way, Lynn did not ask me to write a letter either.   I make up my own mind about 
issues. To repeat my from my letter: I am adamantly opposed to selling park land 
because it sets a dangerous precedent .  Unanimous votes don't make it right.

Richard Sutton

On Mar 21, 2008, at 2:06 PM, Robin Eschliman wrote:

This is to follow up on our phone conversation of 3-21 in which you confirmed that 
Council Member Jonathan Cook asked you to write an e-mail stating, "It seems like 
every council meeting I attend or catch on Channel 5 that Robin Eschliman (a Realtor 
by trade) is asking about surplus park property."  You then presented your concerns 
about doing so.
 
We have had two times when we discussed surplussing.  Once was at the budget 
hearings last summer, at which 7 council members unanimously passed a resolution 
to explore surplussing a particular piece (which was not park land but perhaps you 
were under the impression that it was).  Then a few weeks ago and the actual piece 
came before us for disposition.  I had attempted, with Jonathan's assistance, to put 
these funds into the renovation of Centennial Mall Park.  To our disappointment, we 
found that we couldn't use it for capital improvements for a park, but we could use it to 
purchase some land for a monument at the base of the new Harris overpass.
 
I just want to reiterate that the City Council has been unanimous in these votes, 
including Councilman Cook.
 
Robin Eschliman

=


	AM080404-1 Mayor's Public Schedule.pdf
	AM080404-1 Mayor's Public Schedule.pdf
	Page 1


	AM080404-2 Legislature's Decision.pdf
	Page 1

	AM080404-3 Severe Weather.pdf
	Page 1

	AM080404-4 City Receives Grant.pdf
	Page 1

	AM080404-5 Fair Housing Conf..pdf
	Page 1

	Sutton e-mail.pdf
	w.pdf
	x.pdf
	y.pdf

	d040708.pdf
	AM080331-2  Ag Committee.pdf
	AM080331-2  Ag Committee.pdf
	Page 1


	AM080331-3 news conf.pdf
	Page 1

	AM080401.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2

	BH080328 Clean-Up.pdf
	Page 1
	QuickMark
	BM_1_
	BM2

	Page 2

	BH080331  Waste.pdf
	Page 1
	a6
	QuickMark
	BM1

	Page 2
	a6

	Page 3
	a6






