
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2008

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING
11:00 A.M. - ROOM 113 

I. MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Praises Lawmakers for Passing Arena Funding Bill.
2. Drinking Water Samples Tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli Bacteria by the Colilert®

Method of Analysis.
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Media Invited to Cover Follow-Up Discussion on the City’s Budget

Survey, Saturday, April 12, 2008 at the Cornhusker Hotel.
4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor’s Committee for International Friendship to Host Governors

from Afghanistan.
5. Washington Report. April 4, 2008.

II. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. NEWS RELEASE. Air Quality Watch Affects of Burning in Nebraska, Kansas and

Oklahoma.
2. Physician Advisory. Rise in Unrelated Hepatitis A Cases.
3. Board of Health Minutes of Meeting on March 11, 2008.
4. Health Department Report for March, 2008.

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by Planning Commission, April 9, 2008.
2. Special Permit No. 08017. Mining/Extraction of Soil, 1/4 Mile North of the Intersection of

North 56th Street/Highway 77 and Bluff Road. Resolution No. PC-01113.

III. CITY CLERK   

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Sarah Bauman. Suggestions for Environmental Protection.
2. Letter from Larry worth, Transit Manager of StarTran, Replying to Mr. Johnson’s

Questions in Correspondence of April 3, 2008.
3. Letter Robert L. Boyce Regarding Bike Lanes in Downtown Lincoln.   
4a Email from Steve Bowen on Consolidation of the City of Jacksonville, FL.
4b Letter to Steve Bowen from Kevin Hyde, Councilman in Jacksonville, FL.
  

VI.  ADJOURNMENT
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MAYOR PRAISES LAWMAKERS FOR 
PASSING ARENA FUNDING BILL 

“Our first piece of the arena financing package is now in place,” said Mayor Chris Beutler after the 
Nebraska Legislature today passed an arena funding bill and sent it to Governor Heineman for his signature.  
The bill, LB 912, was sponsored by  Lincoln Senator Bill Avery and is expected to  “turn back” about 
$700,000 per year in state sales tax revenues for the proposed arena project. 

“The arena project offers us an opportunity to create new jobs and increase our sales tax revenues in ways 
that ultimately benefit the entire city,” said Beutler.  “The question that we, as a community, may need to ask 
ourselves is not whether we can afford to build an arena, but whether we can afford not to.”

Mayor Beutler said last fall that the voters of Lincoln would ultimately decide whether an arena is built.  
Beutler said the City will continue gathering information to ensure that when voters go to the polls next 
spring, a solid financing plan is in place.   

“The City of Lincoln is grateful to Senator Avery for his excellent work on LB 912,” Mayor Beutler added.  
“In my experience, bills of this magnitude take several years to work their way through the legislative 
process and into law.  Senator Avery was essentially able to get it done in one session, and we certainly 
appreciate his efforts.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 7, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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BUDGET 
Congress looks to approve FY 2009 budget 
resolution.  Both the House and Senate 
returned to Washington from a two-week 
spring recess and leaders hoped to prove 
observers wrong by keeping the FY 2009 
budget process on track. 
 
House-Senate negotiations over a FY 2009 
budget resolution are ongoing, and Democrats 
hope to complete the measure prior to the 
April 15 deadline.  The odds are stacked 
against them however, as Congress has failed 
to approve a resolution – which sets broad 
outlines for spending and tax bills and does 
not require Presidential approval – in the last 
three election years.  House and Senate 
negotiators are working on issues such as the 
size of a potential new economic stimulus 
package that would include an extension of 
unemployment benefits as well as some 
infrastructure funding. 
 
In addition, they are debating whether to use 
a process, known as “budget reconciliation,” 
that would protect some Democratic priorities 
from Senate filibusters.  Protected items 
would include a “patch” for the Alternative 
Minimum Tax (AMT) and a package of tax 
breaks for renewable energy. 
 
Meanwhile, appropriations subcommittees in 
both chambers have been conducting hearings 
on the proposed FY 2009 budget and House 
appropriators appear to be serious about 
gaining floor approval of all 12 of their FY 
2009 spending bills prior to the August 
recess.  The Senate schedule may not be as 
ambitious, however, and most believe that 
partisan differences will prevent the budget 
from being completed prior to the November 
election, let alone the October 1 start of the 
new fiscal year. 
 
 

The continuation of the budget process also 
brought more discussion of congressional 
earmarking.  This week, the group Citizens 
Against Government Waste published its 
annual “Pig Book” (www.cagw.org), in 
which it highlights what it perceives to be the 
most egregious examples of the practice.  
Senate Republicans then used the opportunity 
to highlight their recent proposal to inject 
greater transparency into the earmarking 
process, although that falls far short of the 
one-year moratorium proposed by Senator 
Jim DeMint (R-SC) and rejected by the 
Senate last month. 
 
Virtually everyone in Washington believes 
that prior to October 1, Congress will 
ultimately approve a Continuing Resolution 
(CR) that funds federal agencies at or near 
their FY 2008 levels.  The length of that CR 
will be debated, but many Democrats are said 
to prefer a long-term CR that would delay a 
final budget until after a new President takes 
office in 2009. 
 
HOUSING & CD 
Senate poised to pass foreclosure prevention 
bill.  The Senate is expected to 
overwhelmingly approve foreclosure 
prevention legislation (HR 3221) that less 
than a month ago failed on a routine 
procedural vote.  Many Senators indicated to 
the press that the dramatic change in the bill’s 
fortunes resulted from their encounters with 
constituents during the recent two-week 
congressional recess, which gave them an 
opportunity to appreciate the depth of the 
crisis and voter concern about it. 
 
Most notable for local governments, the 
compromise includes a $4 billion emergency 
appropriation for Community Development 
Block Grants (CDBG) for state and local 
governments to purchase and rehabilitate 
vacant and foreclosed homes.  The bill would 
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require the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) to develop a 
formula for distributing the funds within 
60 days of the bill’s passage and to 
distribute the funds to state and local 
governments no later 90 days after the 
bill’s passage.  The formula developed by 
HUD for the emergency CDBG funding 
would have to include the following 
factors: 
 
• the number and percentage of 

foreclosed homes; 
 
• the number and percentage of homes 

financed by a sub-prime mortgage, 
and 

 
• and the number and percentage of 

homes in default or delinquency. 
 
Priority would be given to those 
communities with the highest percentage 
of the above factors as compared to the 
nation.  The bill would waive all matching 
requirements for the emergency CDBG 
funds.  It would require state and local 
governments to spend all of their 
emergency CDBG funds within 18 months 
of receiving them. 
 
Eligible uses of the funds would include: 
purchasing and rehabilitating abandoned or 
foreclosed homes; establishing land banks 
for foreclosed homes and demolishing 
blighted structures. 
 
All of the emergency CDBG funding 
would have to benefit households with an 
income of less than 120 percent of area 
median income, with at least 25 percent 
benefiting households with less than 50 
percent of area median income.  Any 
income from the sale of homes 
rehabilitated with these funds would have 
to be used to purchase, rehabilitate or 
demolish abandoned or foreclosed homes. 
 
On a less positive note for local 
governments, the compromise bill includes 
a provision that would allow homeowners 
who do not itemize their deductions on 
their federal tax return to take a $500 
($1,000 for couples) tax deduction for state 
and local property taxes in 2008.   
 
However, the deduction would not be 
available to taxpayers living in a 
jurisdiction that increases property tax 
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rates between April 2, 2008 and 
January 1, 2009. 
 
The exception was added at the 
insistence of Finance Committee 
Republicans concerned that state and 
local governments might use the 
provision, which would generally benefit 
seniors who have paid off their 
mortgage, as a pretext to raise property 
tax rates.  The action represents a 
dangerous intrusion by the federal 
government into local taxing authority.  
Other highlights of the compromise bill 
include.   
 
• $10 billion increase in the mortgage 

revenue bond cap for 2008 to 
refinance sub-prime loans, assist 
first-time homebuyers and construct 
affordable rental housing; 

 
• $ 1 0 0  m i l l i o n  e m e r g e n c y 

appropriation for the Neighborhood 
Reinvestment Corporation for 
housing counseling, and 

 
• more stringent mortgage disclosure 

requirements. 
 
The bill also includes an overhaul of the 
Federal Housing Administration (FHA) 
similar to House- and Senate-passed 
legislation (HR 1852/S 2338) that would 
streamline FHA operations and increase 
the size of loans that FHA can insure. 
   
After the Senate clears the bill, the 
House is expected to take it up quickly.  
However, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) and House Financial Services 
Committee Chairman Barney Frank (D-
MA) both say that they want to add more 
resources to help homeowners and state 
and local governments address the 
foreclosure crisis.  In addition, both 
Pelosi and Frank support the bankruptcy 
provision dropped from the Senate bill 
and say that they are not yet ready to 
concede that point. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
EPA, Corps of Engineers issue final rule 
regarding wetlands mitigation.  The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
released a final rule this week that 
revises  regulat ions  governing 
compensatory mitigation for impacts to 
wetlands, streams, and other waters of 
the U.S. under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act.  The agencies issued a 
proposed rule on the subject on March 
27, 2006. 
 
According to EPA, the new rule is 
designed to ensure a “no net loss” of 
wetlands by improving the planning, 
implementation, and management of 
projects that are to replace aquatic 
resources affected when activities such 
as construction, mining, and farming 
disturb a half-acre or more of wetlands.  
The rule establishes standards for three 
types of wetlands mitigation: 
 
• mitigation banks that allow 

developers to buy credits for new 
wetlands; 

 
• in-lieu programs in which a permit 

applicant can make a payment into a 
fund that will restore wetlands, and 

 
• mitigation where the entity applying 

for the permit is directly responsible 
for the restoration, creation, 
enhancement, or preservation of 
wetlands. 

 
Environmental groups were quick to 
criticize the final rule, claiming that 
there is no scientific proof that the 
aquatic resources of a particular wetland 
can actually be recreated elsewhere.  
These groups were also disappointed that 
the regulations only suggest that states 
and local governments use watershed 
plans to evaluate wetlands mitigation 
projects, they do not require it. 
 
The final rule is expected to be published 
in the Federal Register on April 10, 
2008.  A pre-published version of the 
rule can be found on the EPA website at: 
http://www.epa.gov/wetlandsmitigation/ 
 
 
 
 



 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Environmental Protection Agency  
EPA is accepting applications for the 
Brownfields Training, Research, and 
Technical Assistance Grants.  The purpose 
of this program is to provide funding to 
support projects that involve training, 
research, and technical assistance for 
brownfields revitalization.  Projects should 
use these methods to focus on human 
health, environment and sustainable and 
equitable development.  There will be $10 
million available for 10 awards with a 
maximum $1.5 million per award.  
Applications are due May 1, 2008.  For 
more information, see: 
http://www.epa.gov/oswer/docs/grants/epa
-oswer-obl-08-02.pdf. 
 
National Endowment for the Arts 
NEA is accepting applications for the FY 
2008 Creativity and Aging in America 
program.  The program is designed to 
engage older Americans in quality arts 
programs, specifically literature and 
music.  Funding will be awarded to 15 
projects and will be from $15,000 to 
$25,000 with a dollar for dollar match 
required.  The deadline for all 
applications is May 23, 2008.  For more 
information, see: 
http://www.nea.gov/grants/apply/Creativit
yAging.html 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 4, 2008 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Rick Thorson: 402-441-6236 
 

 
Air Quality Watch  

Affects of Burning in Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma 
 
 

 “Due to extensive agricultural burning in southeast Nebraska and the Midwest, people may be exposed to 

smoke and elevated levels of particulate matter in the air in Lincoln and Lancaster County.  Agricultural 

burning commonly occurs in the spring,”  said Rick Thorson, Air Quality Supervisor, with the Lincoln 

Lancaster County Health Department.     

 The majority of people will not be affected; however, individuals with asthma, allergies, lung disorders, or 

other respiratory conditions may need to take extra precautions, such as avoiding extensive physical activity 

outdoors.  Keeping windows and doors closed if smoke is in the air can reduce the impact in the home.  If 

health effects are experienced, remain indoors, and consult your primary health care provider. 

 The Health Department monitors air quality 24 hours a day for Carbon Monoxide and fine particles, high 

levels of which can affect people’s health.  If air quality conditions present a health risk to the public, the 

Health Director will issue a health advisory. 

### 



April 4, 2008

To: All Physicians, Administrators and Laboratory Personnel

From: Bruce Dart, PhD, Health Director

Subject: Physician Advisory

RISE IN UNRELATED HEPATITIS  A CASES

Since December of 2007, the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
has received reports on five cases of hepatitis A in Lancaster County. A total
of four cases of hepatitis A were reported in Lancaster County in 2007.  In
2008, four hepatitis A cases have been reported through April 1 .  Among thest

combined 2007 and 2008 cases, only one of these individuals indicated a risk
history for hepatitis A (exposure to a family member with lab confirmed
hepatitis A). None of the cases traveled outside the country and only the
above mentioned case had a known contact with a symptomatic individual or
a confirmed case.  All cases were anti-HAV IgM positive, had a elevated
ALT (range: 112-7485) and a elevated AST (range: 49-5065). Except for one
individual, all were symptomatic. The asymptomatic case was an adult with a
mildly elevated ALT (49) and AST (112), total anti-HAV was positive and a
repeat anti-HAV IgM remained positive. Anti-HCV was negative, as was
anti-HBV core IgM.  The cases ranged in age from 4 years to 79 years of age.
Seven of the cases were in adults with 71 percent of those being 50 years of
age or older. Four of the cases were hospitalized, with one death occurring
that appears to have resulted from the hepatitis A infection.

No chronic infection develops after hepatitis A and reported cases of acute
disease provide a measure of ongoing transmission. Investigation of reported
cases to determine their characteristics and source for infection provides
information for monitoring trends in transmission patterns. Timely
identification of persons with acute hepatitis A allows exposed contacts to
receive effective prophylaxis to prevent secondary spread of HAV. This is
important in preventing outbreaks and to prevent person-to person
transmission in households and extended family settings. It also provides a
means of identifying a potential common source for transmission that may
have put others at risk for infection.



Person-to-person contact is the most common means of transmission and is generally limited to
close contacts. The period of greatest shedding of virus is during the anicteric prodrome of
infection and corresponds to the time when transmission is highest. The incubation period
usually lasts 2-6 weeks, and the time to onset of symptoms may be dose related. The presence of
disease manifestations and the severity of symptoms following infection directly correlate with
patient age.  Jaundice is less likely to occur in young children and is uncommon in infants.
Among older children and adults, infection typically is symptomatic, with jaundice occurring in
greater than 70 percent of patients.

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department asks that local health care providers consider
obtaining ALT and aspartate aminotransferase (AST) assay levels  in patients presenting with the
following symptoms:

mild flulike symptoms of anorexia, nausea and vomiting, fatigue, malaise, low-grade
fever (usually less than 39.5°C), myalgia, and mild headache. 

and
dark urine (bilirubinuria) and/or pale stools 

any patient presenting with jaundice of unknown etiology.

If not already obtained, an elevated transaminase in these patients should be followed up with a
hepatitis panel that includes a anti-HAV IgM, anti-HBV core IgM and anti-HCV AB. 

Based on local cases, a negative risk history, should not eliminate hepatitis A from the list of
differential diagnoses in a patient who would otherwise be considered a possible case.  Please
report any suspect or lab- confirmed hepatitis A cases to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department’s Communicable Disease Program at 441-8053, Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. After 4:30 p.m. and anytime Saturday, Sunday and holidays call 441-8000 and ask
for the Communicable Disease Program.

ACIP ISSUES UPDATED HEPATITIS A POST-EXPOSURE RECOMMENDATIONS
Summary of Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices(ACIP) on post-exposure
prophylaxis. For full text see CDC MMWR, October 19, 2007 / 56(41); 1080-1084.
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5641a3.htm

Persons who recently have been exposed to HAV and who previously have not received hepatitis
A vaccine should be administered a single dose of single-antigen hepatitis A vaccine or immune
globulin(IG) (0.02 ml/kg) as soon as possible. For healthy persons aged 12 months to 40 years,
single-antigen hepatitis A vaccine at the age-appropriate dose is preferred. Person greater than
40 years, IG is preferred. IG should be used on children under 12 months, immunocompromised
persons, those with chronic liver disease and persons for whom vaccine is contra-indicated.

PC  Mayor Chris Beutler  

       Board of Health

             Steven Rademacher, MD, Medical Consultant

             Thomas Stalder, MD,  Medical Consultant

             James Nora, MD, Medical Consultant

       Shelley Jones, M.D., Medical Consultant

       Richard Morin, M.D,   Medical Consultant

             Joan Anderson, Executive Director, Lancaster County Medical Society

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5641a3.htm


 LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Board of Health
March 11, 2008

I. ROLL CALL

The meeting of the Board of Health was called to order at 6:32 PM by Lisa Peterson at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Members present were: Rodrigo Cantarero, Deb
Humphrey, Tony Messineo, Ed Schneider, Heidi Stark, Ken Svoboda, Rick Hoppe (ex-officio)
and Lisa Peterson. 

Members Absent: Hena Roy, Deb Schorr, Tom Fox (ex-officio), and Tonya Skinner (ex-officio).

Staff Present: Bruce Dart, Steve Beal, Judy Halstead, Steve Frederick, John Chess, Charlotte
Burke, Scott Holmes, Nate Hartmann, Jim Weverka, Kathy Cook, Gwendy Meginnis, Rick
Thorson, Jim Newman, Leon Marquart and Elaine Severe.

                                         
Dr. Peterson introduced Heidi Stark, DDS, as a new member of the Board of Health.  Dr. Stark 
represents the Lincoln District Dental Association.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Dr. Peterson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Agenda.  

Motion: Moved by Dr. Schneider  that the Agenda be approved as mailed.  Second by Mr.
Svoboda.  Motion carried by acclamation.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Dr. Peterson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the Minutes.

Motion: Moved by Mr. Svoboda  that the February 12, 2008  Minutes be approved as mailed. 
Second by Dr. Humphrey.  Motion carried by acclamation. 

III. PUBLIC SESSION

IV. DEPARTMENT REPORTS

A. Health Director Update

Dr. Dart stated the monthly highlights were mailed to the Board members.  The highlights
were formatted to accommodate Board of Health members preferences.  Board members
expressed their appreciation for the new format.   Dr. Dart reported the Department’s
budget request was submitted to the Finance Department on February 29 .  The kennelth

contract with the Capital Humane Society will receive 1  reading before the City Councilst

on March 17 .   th
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Dr. Dart reported he and Dr. Schneider attended the NACCHO Leadership Conference in
Washington, DC March 5-7, 2008.  The conference was very informative.  Dr. Dart and
other members of NACCHO also visited with congressional members regarding public
health issues.

Mr. Messineo asked about the status of the NACCHO Accreditation Project.   Dr. Dart
stated staff are working on the operational definition indicators that received a low score
as part of the self assessment process.  These areas of weakness will be areas for
improvement.

VI. CURRENT BUSINESS

Dr. Peterson distributed a copy of a letter she received from Dr. Michael Molvar from the
UNMC College of Dentistry expressing the Dental College’s support for the Health
Department’s Dental Division and the services they provide.   Mr. Svoboda asked that a
copy of the letter be sent to The City Council members and County Commissioners.

VII.      NEW BUSINESS

A. Environmental Public Health Division Presentation

Mr. Holmes and Mr. Chess provided a presentation the Environmental Public Health
Division and the Water Program.  Mr. Holmes presented information on the Division’s
Vision, Mission Statement, shared values, organizational chart and guiding principles. 
Mr. Chess provided information on the Water Quality Program.  He introduced Mr.
Hartman, Mr. Newman and Mr. Marquart, Water Program staff members.  The Water
Program Section includes the On-Site Wastewater Program, Educational Programs, Pools
& Spas, West Nile Virus Program, Property Transfer Code, and the Illicit Discharge
Program.   

Mr. Chess reviewed an example of a Giardia Investigation and how staff respond to such
disease outbreaks.  Board members thanked staff for the presentations and asked that the
power point presentation be sent to them.

B. Proposed Revisions to the Lincoln-Lancaster County Air Pollution Control Program
Regulations and Standards

Mr. Thorson reviewed the proposed revisions to the Air Pollution Control Program
Regulations and Standards.  He stated the changes involve operating permits for
temporary sources, construction permits and construction permit fees.  He noted all of the
revisions clarify existing regulations.   If approved, the revisions will be presented to the
Lincoln City Council and County Board for their approval.

Motion:    Moved by Dr. Schneider that the Board of Health approve the revisions to the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Air Pollution Control Program Regulations and Standards and
forward them to the City Council and County Board of Commissioners for their approval. 
 Second by Mr. Messineo .  Motion carried by a 7-0 roll call vote.
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C. Board of Health 2008 Work Plan

Dr. Dart reviewed the Board of Health’s Work Plan for 2008.   He recently attended a
NACCHO Leadership Conference where information was presented on how a Board of
Health should function.   He reviewed the timeline, activities and the Board members
responsibilities.

Dr. Schneider reported on his recent visit with the Community Health Services Division. 
He provided an update to the Board regarding the Clinic, Access Medicaid Program,
Customer Relations, and Maternal & Child Health Services Section.  He will continue to
meet with the Division and provide periodic updates to the Board of Health.

         
   VIII.      FUTURE BUSINESS

     IX.       ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next meeting is April 8, 2008 at 6:30 PM.
Annual Luncheon Meeting and Awards Ceremony - April 9, 2008 at 11:30 AM -
BryanLGH Medical Plaza.

      X.        ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:38  PM.

Elaine Severe
Recording Secretary

Tony Messineo
Vice-President



DEPARTMENT REPORT
MARCH, 2008

HEALTH DIRECTOR

- The Health Director and Division Managers reviewed the Department’s FY08-09 budget
request with the Finance Department on March 28 .   The request will be reviewed by theth

Mayor on April 24 .th

- The kennel contract with the Capital Humane Society was approved by the City Council
on March 24 .  The contract is a four year contract with an option to renew for anth

additional four years.

- Employee of the Month - Gina Egenberger - Environmental Public Health Division

ASSISTANT HEALTH  DIRECTOR

- Dr. Lisa Peterson, Bruce Dart and Steve Beal were invited to present on the subject of
public health and health data to the resident physicians at the Lincoln Medical Education
Partnership.  The Department has a new power point presentation that can be used with a
variety of audiences.  We are currently planning a presentation in Waverly with their
service clubs and city administrators.  Board member Deb Humphrey has been assisting
with the scheduling of this presentation.

- The Governor’s Award for Health and Safety is being presented to the AED Consortium
of Lincoln and Lancaster County on April 10 .  Joan Anderson and Steve Beal chair theth

Consortium and Dr. Andrew Merliss, AED Consortium Medical Director, along with
seven other Consortium members will be attending the Awards Ceremony on April 10 .h

RESOURCE & PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR

- The Nebraska Legislature has concluded Committee hearings on Legislative Bills and
Resolutions.  The Legislature has taken action on a number of health related bills.  Bills
of priority interest to the Health Department from the previous report are updated below
as of March 17, 2008: 

LB 722 Change Tax on Tobacco Products (Oppose taxing based on weight – encourages
youth use of chewing tobacco) – Advanced from Committee – Chambers motion to Kill
pending

LB 966 Increases Appropriation for Tobacco Program from $2.5 Million to $7 Million (Support)

– In Committee (an additional $500,000 – not the additional $4.5 million requested - is
included in the Appropriations budget bill)
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LB 1055 Dangerous Dogs and Dogs Running at Large (Some provisions would be
positive, some would be problematic – may have preemption concerns) – On Select File
with amendments.  Lincoln’s Asst City Attorney has been providing information to
Senator McDonald’s staff on this bill. 

LB 1122 Require Dental Services for Adults Eligible for Medicaid (Support) – In 
Committee

LB 1176 Limit Medicaid Services for Adults (Oppose some provisions of this bill) – In 
Committee  Working with the federal lobbyist in Washington DC on the federal Medicaid
language impacting Access Medicaid contract issues, in anticipation of the future RFP
from the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services.  

ANIMAL CONTROL

March Service Statistics
FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 Feb.     Feb. 

        YTD 2007 2008

Pet licenses sold 53,857           54,942 28,082 4,891 4.936
Cases dispatched 18,278           17,443   7,051 1,054    885
   Investigations 20,647           20,327   8,732 1,247 1,042

Animals Impounded   4,065 3,623               1,776      185      235
   Dogs   2,294 1,954                  899                119    131
   Cats   1,648 1,559      837       63    100

Court Citations Issued      523    353      115                  13        9
Warning/Defects Issued   4,041 6,969   1,886     588    156

Bite Cases Reported      543    525      159           20      17
Attacks Reported       41    127        44        3          4

Dogs Declared (PPD, DD, V)      152    148         66        4        4

Animal neglect investigations    1,001    879       358       51      45
Injured animal rescue       949    798       272                  31       29
Wildlife removal       396    394       138                    9        8
Dead animal pickup    2,188 1,620                   621       72      74

Lost and Found Reports     1,649    798       466       73      91
Phone Calls                                           45,263         41,887  16,843  2,544  2,074  
Average Response Time (min.)          36       31         32                  33      32  
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- On March 17, 2008, Animal Control Officer DeMon Wimes received the Mayor’s Award
of Excellence for the month of February 2008 for the categories of Valor and Customer
Relations prior to the regular City Council meeting.  He was the February LLCHD
Employee of the Month for assisting an elderly blind woman with whom he and another
officer had been assisting.   Checking on the status of traps, he noticed smoke coming
from the house from a grease fire on the stove.  Officer Wimes contacted LFD and her
case worker after verifying the fire was out.  

- Council Person Robin Eschliman conducted a meeting/presentation with the Animal
Control Advisory Committee on March 4, 2008.  LLCHD staff responded to questions
regarding ordinances and provided information on the spay/neuter grant including two
video clips.  Additionally attendees discussed educational approaches and the
development of a video on spaying/neutering of pets. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

Presumptive Eligibility

- The Presumptive Eligibility Program is the entry point to multiple prenatal services for
approximately 1,200 women living in Lancaster County each year, or about 25% of all
births in the county.  Pregnant women qualify for Medicaid if their family income is at or
below 185% of the federal poverty rate.  Families are assessed for risk and are connected
to a medical home, dental services, home visitation services, WIC, and other needed
services.  

- Beginning in September of 2007, the process of Presumptive Eligibility changed from a
walk-in service to a scheduled appointment service.  This resulted in additional
interaction time over the telephone between nurses and clients to assess need and connect
to services as soon as possible.  The amount of time to complete the entire assessment
and referral process was significantly reduced - in some instances, by 2/3rds.  Connection
to home visitation services was also enhanced with the new process in that only families
of highest need and who were willing to participate were referred for PHN case
management.  This allowed for a more efficient use a limited resource - PHN case
managers’ time with the highest-need families.

- Late entry to prenatal care was tracked to assure that process changes did not result in
negative outcomes for families served.  The first six months of the new process
(September 2007-February 2008) was compared to the six months before the process
change (March 2007-August 2007).  The chart below highlights a 60% reduction in the
number of women entering prenatal care late (13 weeks gestation or later) after the
process was changed.  The reduction of a major risk factor for preterm birth - late entry to
prenatal care - among an at-risk population (all have at least one major risk factor -
poverty), is a major accomplishment for the Presumptive Eligibility Program.  We will
continue to monitor this particular outcome measure over time.  
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DENTAL HEALTH & NUTRITION

- The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children - better
known as the WIC Program - serves to safeguard the health of low-income women,
infants, & childrenup to age 5 who are at nutritional risk.  WIC does so by providing
nutritious foods to supplement diets, information on health and healthy eating, and
referrals to health care and other community resources.

- The U.S. Department of Agriculture is responsible for administering the WIC Program at
the national and regional levels.  The Nebraska Department of Health and Human
Services is responsible for administering the program at the state level.  Administering
the program and providing direct services to clients within the state are 14 local WIC
agencies serving all 93 counties.  Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department WIC
program has been operating since December 1992 and currently serves over 3600 clients
each month.  LLCHD WIC is funded entirely by USDA dollars.

- Over the next several months we will share with you how the program works, the
research documenting health outcomes, cost benefit of the program and specifics on what
makes LLCHD WIC a model program for the state and region.

- During the month of February, the Community Outreach Team provided adult health and
dental health screenings to 69 clients at eight community sites (53 clients screened for
cardiovascular disease and 16 clients screened for dental needs).    The community sites
included MBA Poultry, Fresh Start, El Centro De Las Americas, Cristo Rey Church, and
Matt Talbot Kitchen.  

- Of the 53 clients screened for cardiovascular disease, 48 clients had abnormal screening
esults or elevated risk factors (91%).   Of these clients screened, 58% reported having a
doctor and  only 17% reported having a dentist.    Of the 16 clients screened for dental



Department Report - March, 2008 Page 5

needs, 12 clients were in need of treatment services and referred for a dental home.    Of
the 69 total clients screened in the community, 52 clients or 75% were of racial and ethnic 
minorities.   

 ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH

Hazardous Waste Collections 

- Household Hazardous Waste Collections have been held for local residents for 22 years. 
In the past 3 years, over 200,000 pounds of hazardous waste, including pesticides,
solvents, oil based paint, mercury, and fluorescent lights, were collected.  

- Hazardous waste which can be recycled locally, such as used oil and lead acid and nickel-
cadmium batteries, is not accepted at the collections.  

- Small businesses are offered an opportunity to economically dispose of hazardous waste
twice a year.  In the last three years, 150 businesses and agencies brought in over 15,000
pounds of hazardous waste.  This Health Department coordinated collection saves each
business between $500 to $1000.

- Each spring a Paint Exchange is offered for residents to bring good, useable latex paint
which others can take home for reuse.  In 2006 and 2007, 1000 cans of paint were
brought in and 818 were picked up for reuse.  In 2008, a second Paint Exchange is
planned for the fall.  
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Farmers’ Markets, Temporary Food Establishments and Event Markets

- Spring is very busy for the Food Safety Program as we provide training to approximately
150 Farmers’ Market vendors and we begin receiving seasonal applications for
Temporary Food Establishment, Farmers’ Market and Event Market permits.  Farmer’s
Market vendors are allowed to sell non-potentially hazardous food, such as breads, which
has been prepared in the home.  This requires special training to address the unique risks. 
Farmers’ Markets are growing in number and the variety of food permits needed.  In all
cases if the public is purchasing food other than fresh produce from any vendor, they
should look for a Health Department permit or placard.

On the Horizon

- Child Care Providers will be offered a unique training in emergency preparedness in
April.  Topics will include: helping children stay calm, fire drills, tornado safety, handling
disease outbreaks, and “sheltering in place”.

- The first Household Hazardous Waste Collection will be held on April 12 at State Fair Park.
The Small Business Hazardous Waste Collection will be held on April 11.

- Permit renewal notices will be sent to over 900 Lincoln food establishments in April. The
base renewal fee is $280.  Over $325,000 in fees will be collected to support the work of 
Food Safety Program which focuses on protecting you and me from foodborne illness.

- Public swimming pool permits will be sent out in April to over 200 hotels, apartment
houses, etc.  The permit cost is $305.  The first Certified Pool Operator course will be
offered in April.  Last year over 350 people were trained in how to protect people from
water-borne illness and injury.

HEALTH DATA & EVALUATION

- This week the Census Bureau published the estimated 2007 population for Lancaster
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County, and revised the 2006 estimate. The numbers are as follows: 2006 – 271,8000 and
2007 – 275,665. The original estimate for 2006 had been 267,135. The change in
estimates may have been expected by local leaders who are aware of the growth in the
community. Much of the growth is due to immigration of persons of Hispanic origin.

- Another set of county population estimates hasn’t gotten quite the attention that the recent
press release has, but is certainly expected. These estimates, should they be accurate,
potentially have a much bigger impact on health and the demand for health services as we
look to 2020. The Center for Public Affairs Research at UNO (the State Data Center),
estimated the elderly population (those 65 and older) for all counties in the fall. While
most of us know that the “baby boomers” (those born between 1946 and 1964) are
approaching retirement, the dimensions of the change may surprise many. Please note that
the estimates are based on the assumption that there is a net neutral effect of migration.

HEALTH PROMOTION AND OUTREACH

Physical Activity

- One of the projects of the Lincoln on the Move program, headed by Mike Heyl, has been
to develop and implement a walkability audit for residents to use in their neighborhoods
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to assess the environment for walking.  There are multiple reasons to perform such an
audit including assessing safety, promoting physical activity, and helping raise a feeling
of “community” in the neighborhoods.  This audit will be performed in census tracts 20
and 21 which is A to O streets and 1  to 17  Streets (basically, the core area that has beenst th

identified by the mayor and others).  Results of the audit will be used to identify and,
hopefully, correct areas of safety concern.  University of Nebraska students in
Community and Urban Planning helped develop the tool with assistance from the city’s
Planning, Public Works, and Urban Development departments.  A test run of the audit
has been completed by select neighborhood residents and others interested in the project. 
Recruitment of individuals and groups to help complete a minimum of 1,500 audits is in
full swing.  In addition, work is being done with schools and youth centers in the target
area to have youth complete simple audits.  The F Street Recreation Center has already
launched an effort with the children in the after school program to lead the children
through walks to complete their audits.  This project is generating much interest among a
variety of individuals and groups and is expected to yield results that can be effectively
used by decision makers and city departments to promote positive change in the area.  

Tobacco

- Nebraska will be a smokefree state on June 1, 2009.  The bill that was passed (and signed
by the Governor) was based on the Lincoln ordinance.  Certainly, the Lincoln experience
played a significant role in passage of the state law.  Nebraska’s law is considered one of
the strongest in the nation because it includes gaming facilities.   Smokefree legislation is
considered one of the most effective public health policies.   

Worksite Health Promotion

- More than 70 business leaders, CEO’s and senior managers attended a WorkWell
meeting to hear from Hank Orme, President of Lincoln Industries, and Mark Matthes,
COO of Duncan Aviation, about the need for effective wellness programs at the worksite,
the importance of senior management support, and the reasons that these two businesses
are so committed to employee health.  Mayor Chris Beutler also presented Duncan
Aviation with the Well Workplace Platinum Award.  Only 23 companies nationwide have
received the Platinum designation.  Lincoln Industries is also a Platinum company. 

INFORMATION AND FISCAL MANAGEMENT

- The Fiscal Operations Section Supervisor and her staff are developing a standardized
approach to documentation and procedure for all accounts payable forms and activities. 
This is one of the recommendations that identified in the initial review of Fiscal
Operations last fall.  They are collaborating with City Accounting staff in this project.

- Information Management staff are developing additional documentation and training for
staff using the dental clinical software.  The Dental staff have implemented and are using
the software on a daily basis.  Current targets for support are improving the usefulness of
the scheduling component and training staff to use Perio charting.

- Fiscal reports are attached for December, January and February.













** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION **
April 9, 2008

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. in the City-Council
Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska,
on the following items.  For more information, call the Planning
Department, 441-7491.

NOTICE:  The Planning Commission will hold a Retreat on Friday,
April 11, 2008, 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., at the Lower Platte South
Natural Resources District Board Room, 3125 Portia Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska.  The agenda will be available on the Planning Department
Web site at www.lincoln.ne.gov and in the Planning Department
office on Friday, April 4, 2008.  

** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any
item with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may
appeal Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by
filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the
action of the Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 2008

[All members present]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held March 26, 2008. **APPROVED, 6-0
(Cornelius and Gaylor Baird abstaining)**



1. CONSENT AGENDA
(Public Hearing and Action):

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:

1.1 Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08003, to review a proposed
Page amendment to the Antelope Valley Redevelopment Plan as to conformance
01 with the 2030 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, adding the

Antelope Valley Parkway - WJS Redevelopment Project, generally located
between S. 19th Street and S. 20th Street and between K Street and L Street.
Staff recommendation: A finding of Conformance  
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF
CONFORMANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
May 5, 2008, 1:30 p.m.

1.2 Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08004, to review a proposed
Page amendment to the 2007-08 - 2012-13 Capital Improvements Program as to
11 conformance with the 2030 Lincoln City/Lancaster County Comprehensive

Plan. The proposed amendment involves reconstruction of the Boosalis Trail
between 17th and Burnham Streets, and 27th Street and Highway 2. 
Staff recommendation: A finding of Conformance  
Staff Planner: Sara Hartzell, 441-6372, shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’:  A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0.

CHANGE OF ZONE: 

1.3 Change of Zone No. 2751B, an amendment to the Van Dorn Acres Planned
Page Unit Development, to amend the sign regulations for the commercial portion
17 of the PUD to allow an additional ground sign and a free-standing menu

board, on property generally located at S. 84th Street and Van Dorn Street.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated March 26, 2008, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
April 28, 2008, 5:30 p.m.



1.4 Change of Zone No. 08011, Cedars Home For Children Planned Unit
Page Development, from R-1 Residential District to R-1 Residential District PUD,
31 on property generally located at S. 66th Street and Pioneers Boulevard; for

a Planned Unit Development District designation of said property; and for
approval of a development plan which proposes modifications to the Zoning
Ordinance and the Land Subdivision Ordinance to allow a nonprofit religious,
educational and philanthropic institution, domestic shelter, and children's
home on the underlying R-1 zoning.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated March 26, 2008, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
May 5, 2008, 1:30 p.m.

2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: **NONE**

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION: 

CHANGE OF ZONE: 

4.1 Change of Zone No. 08012HP, to designate a historic landmark, known as
Page the Lewis Syford House, on property located at 700 N 16th Street.
47 Staff recommendation: Approval   

Staff Planner: Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
April 28, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

4.2 Change of Zone No. 08013HP, to designate a historic landmark, known as
Page Sigma Chi Fraternity House, on property located at 1510 Vine Street.
75 Staff recommendation: Approval   

Staff Planner: Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
April 28, 2008, 5:30 p.m.



4.3 Change of Zone No. 08014HP, to designate a historic landmark, known
Page as Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity House, on property located at 1548 S Street.
97 Staff recommendation: Approval    

Staff Planner: Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
April 28, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

5. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION: 

(See 3-26-08 agenda for staff reports on the following items.)

CHANGE OF ZONE:

5.1 Change of Zone No. 08010, Hub Hall Commercial Center Planned Unit
Page Development, for a change of zone from R-3 Residential District to B-2
51 Planned Neighborhood Business District PUD, on property generally located

at NW 48th Street and W. Holdrege Street; for a Planned Unit Development
District designation of said property; and for approval of a development plan
which proposes a waiver of the required preliminary plat process, to develop
a commercial center in the underlying R-3 zoned area.
Staff recommendation: Denial   
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had continued public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, with conditions
as set forth in the staff report dated March 13, 2008, with amendments,
5-3 (Larson, Taylor, Esseks, Cornelius and Francis voting ‘yes’;
Sunderman, Gaylor Baird and Carroll voting ‘no’).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
April 28, 2008, 5:30 p.m.

PERMITS: 

5.2 Special Permit No. 08017, for extraction of soil, on property generally located
Page at N. 56th Street (Highway 77) and Bluff Road. *** FINAL ACTION ***
85 Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   

Staff Planner: Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Had continued public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated March 17, 2008, 7-1 (Larson dissenting).
Resolution No. PC-01113.



MISCELLANEOUS: 

5.3 Waiver No. 08001, to waive the pedestrian easements, on property
Page generally located at NW 56th Street and West Adams Street. 
101 *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Approval   
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had continued public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: APPROVED waiver of the
construction of the sidewalk, but retained the pedestrian easement,  
8-0.
Resolution No. PC-01114.

* * * * * * * * * *

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

PENDING LIST:

1. Change of Zone No. 3321, requested by Michael T. Johnson, on behalf of West
Gate, inc., from R-7 Residential District to B-4 Lincoln Center Business District, on
property generally located at 1729 “M” Street.
(6-13-01: Planning Commission voted 6-0 to place on pending at the request
of the applicant.)

2.  Street and Alley Vacation No. 04013, to vacate all of the east-west alley in Block 65,
Original Lincoln, bounded by 13th, 14th, "M" and "N" Streets, generally located at
S. 13th Street & "M" Street.
(3-16-05: Planning Commission voted 9-0 to place on pending until completion
of the Downtown Master Plan at the request of the applicant.)

3a. Change of Zone No. 06082, from AGR Agricultural Residential District to R-3
Residential District, on property generally located at SW 40th Street and West A
Street.
(8-15-07:  Planning Commission voted 8-0 to place on pending at the request
of the applicant.)

3b. Preliminary Plat No. 06011, Woodland View 1st Addition, for 25 single family lots and
4 outlots, on property generally located at SW 40th Street and West A Street.  The
Planning Commission action on the plat is final, unless appealed to the City Council.
The following waivers are also being requested: a) to allow sanitary sewer to run
against the street grade and b) to allow sanitary sewer to be deeper than 15 feet.



Any waiver requests that are recommended for denial by the Planning Department
will be forwarded to the City Council for public hearing.  If all waiver requests are
recommended for approval, the Planning Commission action is final, unless
appealed to the City Council. *** FINAL ACTION ***  
(8-15-07:  Planning Commission voted 8-0 to place on pending at the request
of the applicant.)

Planning Dept. staff contacts:

Ray Hill, Development Review Manager 441-6371 rhill@lincoln.ne.gov
Steve Henrichsen, Special Projects Manager 441-6374 shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner 441-6369 mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
Tom Cajka, Planner 441-5662 tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Transportation Planner 441-6364 dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike DeKalb, Planner 441-6370 mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov 
Christy Eichorn, Planner 441-7603 ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner 441-6373 bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov 
Sara Hartzell, Planner 441-6372 shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Brian Will, Planner 441-6362 bwill@lincoln.ne.gov 
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner 441-6360 ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov 

* * * * * 
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5. 

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm



Sarah Bauman 
<sarahweilbauman@hotmail.c
om> 

04/04/2008 01:00 PM

To Lincolncity Council <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, Lincoln Mayor 
<mayor@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Request for Consideration

Dear Mayor Beutler and City Council Members;

It is pleasing to know that Lincoln took the Nebraska lead in legislating smoke free public 
environments.  I note in the morning paper that the Seattle mayor and council are considering a 
20 cent fee on disposable shopping bags at grocery , drug and convenience stores and a ban on 
foam take-home containers, plates and cups at restaurants.  I feel that this would be a reasonable 
law here, and would invigorate greener activity city wide.  As a longtime member of Open 
Harvest, I have requested that they charge for paper and plastic bags.  The reply is that too many 
people were offended when they tried it, and they fear loss of business.  Legislating such a thing 
could make it easier for all stores to leave less of a carbon footprint and save them  the expense 
of ordering and buying these items.

I am not familiar with how such an idea could be introduced for consideration.  If a person is 
needed to appear at a meeting or make a formal request, I am most willing to be proactive for 
this.

Thank you for your consideration, AND for all of the time and effort you all put in on behalf of 
Lincoln.

Sincerely,

Sarah Bauman
2035 B ST.
Lincoln, NE  68502

Going green? See the top 12 foods to eat organic.













 AD D E N D U M 
T O 

D I R E C T O R S’  A G E N D A
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of April 12
through April 18, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City Environmental Project Receives Grant Funding -
Wetlands project also receives state award. 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Public Invited To Open House On Design Principles
For West Haymarket.  

4. RELEASE - RE: Tickets Available For Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast.  

II. CITY CLERK - NONE
 

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - 

HEALTH - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Local Safe Kids Coalition Focuses On Choking
Prevention During “Week Of The Young Child”, April 13-19, 2008.  

C. MISCELLANEOUS - 

1. E-Mail from Rick Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association - 
RE: Proposed Weed Ordinance.

2. E-Mail Letters & Material from Mary Woltemath - RE: Item on the Council
Agenda of April 14th - Claim against the City of Lincoln.

3. E-Mail from Kevin Johnson - RE: Mayor’s interfaith prayer breakfast-just hoping
no public funds are going to support this event.      

4. E-Mail from Keith Sackschewsky - RE: Item 25, 08R-65, 4718 Meredeth - there
has been no deal made on purchase of his property.   

daadd041408/tjg 



Date: 
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

April 11, 2008

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of April 12 through 18, 2008

Schedule subject to change

Saturday, April 12

Monday, April 14

Wednesday, April 16

Thursday, April 17

Friday, April 18

“PRIORITY LINCOLN: We’re listening.” Follow up meeting with phone survey participants - 9:30 a.m. media
availability, 9:50 a.m. remarks, Arbor Room, lower level of Cornhusker Marriott, 333 S. 13th

International visitors, Governors from Afghanistan - 9 a.m., Mayor’s Conference Room,
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

Nebraskans for Research luncheon honoring Richard Holland - 11:30 a.m., Happy Hollow Club,
1701 S. 105th St., Omaha

International visitor from Khujand, Tajikistan - 2:45 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room

Lunch with Governors from Afghanistan - 12:15 p.m., Nebraska Club, 233 S. 13th St., Suite 2000

KFOR Morning Show call-in - 7:45 a.m.

Nebraska Press Association state conference, remarks - noon, Cornhusker Marriott.
National Infant Immunization Week, proclamation signing - 1:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room

International visitor from China - 9 a.m., Mayor’s Conference Room
Lincoln Parks Foundation annual meeting, remarks - Country Club of Lincoln

Nebraska Art Association fund-raising dinner - 6:30 p.m., Country Club of Lincoln, 3200 S. 24th St.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



CITY ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT RECEIVES GRANT FUNDING 
Wetlands project also receives state award

Mayor Chris Beutler announced today that a $800,000 grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) 
will help preserve and protect the most imperiled natural community in the state – the Eastern Saline 
Wetlands area.  Located primarily in the Salt Creek watershed in northern Lancaster and southern Saunders 
counties, the area is home to two endangered species (the Salt Creek tiger beetle and the saltwort plant) as 
well as other rare animal and plant life.

The funding is for the first year of a three-year, $1.2 million NET grant for the acquisition, restoration and 
the purchase of easements in cooperation with local landowners.  The land acquired or protected by 
conservation easements also will provide flood control and water quality protection.

“The Trust is a great partner on these important environmental projects that the City is unable to fund on its 
own,” said Mayor Beutler.   The NET is funded by proceeds from the Nebraska Lottery and private 
donations.  This year, the Trust is awarding more than $14 million to 77 projects.

The City is partnering in the project with Lancaster County, the Lower Platte South NRD, the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, USDA-Natural Resources and Conservation Service, the Home Builders 
Association of Lincoln, The Nature Conservancy and the Wachiska Audubon Society.

In March, the Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership received the Nebraska Partnership for All-Bird 
Conservation (NPABC) Outstanding Bird Conservation Award at the 38th Annual Rivers and Wildlife 
Celebration.  The event is co-hosted by Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary, Audubon Nebraska and the NPABC.  
Other partners joining the City in accepting this award were Lancaster County, the Lower Platte South NRD, 
The Nature Conservancy and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission.

More information about the project, the Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership and the 2007 Progress 
Report is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: wetland).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 11, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939
Tom Malmstrom, Parks and Recreation, 476-2729



PUBLIC INVITED TO OPEN HOUSE ON 
DESIGN PRINCIPLES FOR WEST HAYMARKET

The public is invited to an open house Thursday April 17 on the development design principles for the West 
Haymarket area, which includes the proposed site of a new arena-conference center complex.   The meeting 
is from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Ridnour Room, 809 “P” Street.  

The open house is sponsored by the West Haymarket Action Team (WHAT), a 15-member citizen group 
established by the Mayor and 2015 Vision to oversee the proposed redevelopment of the area.

Discussion will focus on incorporating design principles such as respect for history, environmental 
stewardship and economic vitality into any future project in the area.

For more information, contact the Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department at 441-7491 or visit the 
City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: whatdesign).

LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7491, fax 441-6377

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 11, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kent Morgan, Planning Department, 441-7491

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 10, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046

LOCAL SAFE KIDS COALITION FOCUSES ON CHOKING
PREVENTION DURING “WEEK OF THE YOUNG CHILD”

April 13 - 19, 2008

Each year in the U.S., approximately 870 children ages 14 and under die from airway obstruction
injuries.  More than 19,000 children were treated in hospital emergency departments for choking-
related episodes in 2005.  The majority of childhood choking injuries are associated with food
items, including hot dogs, candies, nuts, grapes, carrots, and popcorn.  Non-food choking hazards
tend to be round in nature such as coins, small balls, and/or objects that can conform, like
balloons.

Children ages 4 and under are at greatest risk of choking.  From 2003-2005, ninety-seven
Lancaster County children 14 years and under were treated in local hospital emergency
departments for choking-related injuries.  Eighty-nine of these children were 4 years old or
younger.

-more-

Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County and BryanLGH Medical Center are providing free “Small
Parts Testers” to local families while supplies last.  These small parts testers make it simple
for parents to determine if a toy is too small for a young child to play with.

Small parts testers will be available while supplies last, during the Week of the Young Child,
April 13 - 19, in the main lobbies of BryanLGH East, 1600 South 48  Street, and BryanLGHth

West, 2300 South 16  Street, and the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department, 3140 ‘N’th

Street.
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Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County is committed to preventing injuries among children and
offers these simple tips to reduce the chance of your child suffering a potentially tragic choking-
related injury:

• Always supervise young children while they are eating and playing.  Keep small
objects that are potential choking hazards out of their reach.

• Do not allow children under age 3 to eat small, round or hard foods including hot
dogs, hard candy, nuts, grapes, and popcorn.

• Get on the floor, on your hands and knees, so that you are at your child’s eye level. 
Look for and remove small items such as jewelry, coins, balloons, pins, rocks and
stones.

• Ensure children play with age appropriate toys, as indicated by choking hazard safety
labels.  Inspect old and new toys regularly for damage that may cause small pieces to
break off.

The mission of Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County is to prevent accidental injuries among
children birth to 14 years old in our community. 



Rick A Noyes/Notes 

04/11/2008 03:46 PM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Proposed Weed Ordinance

Members of the City Council:

My understanding is that you will be considering an amendment to the existing 
Weed Control Ordinance (8.46).  I would ask that action be deferred until 
Neighborhood Associations have more time to be involved in this issue.  
I have sent this same information to Russ Shultz.

 During the Mayor's Roundtable last night, I asked how everyone felt about
> the proposed Weed Ordinance. The unanimous response was "thumbs down".
> 
> 
> My personal preference would be to find a "win win" situation. However,
> there wasn't any interest in changing the language to 12" without some
> assurance that somehow the process would be expedited.
> 
> Your email.suggested that the issue to "speed up" notification is rooted in
> state law. I have talked to an attorney and we are hoping to come up with
> some ideas. Therefore, we may want to take you up on your offer to visit
> with a Legislator.
> 

> Rick Noyes, President
> Downtown Neighborhood Association
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



Mary Woltemath 
<mjwoltemath@yahoo.com> 

04/12/2008 11:00 PM

To jcook@lincoln.ne.gov

cc jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov, council@lincoln.ne.gov

bcc

Subject claim against city of Lincoln

Dear Mr. Cook, 
Please consider paying me for the claim of $125.00 for a plumber. It is being scheduled at the 
meeting on the 14th. The cause of the problem was considered vandalism in the city attorney 
report to me. They stated that with out me telling them about it they would not know. The end of 
the sewer line is at the end of my block. How would I know this. First if I could get the heavy lid 
open I could not see down in to see the blockage. A neighbor that lives on the end of the street 
stated that they had to but on suits to go down in to pull out a chunk of concrete the size of a 
bowling ball. He said the men working that day said that cement trucks clean out thier trucks into 
the sewer lines at times. Do you go look at the end of the sewer line when your drains are 
backing up?
Please consider paying me the $125.00 I spent on a plumber. I need the money! Attached is the 
correspondense.
Thank you.
Mary Woltemath
1841 Brower Rd
Lincoln, Ne. 68502

 __________________________________________________
Do You Yahoo!?
Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com  

 - letter to city.pdf

 - letter 2.pdf

 - letter3.pdf



March 10, 2008
Dear Roger Krutt,

On Feb. 26, 2008 the drains at our house were not working. The stool overflowed
and the shower backed up. All the basement drains were having huge bubbles coming up
in them. We called a plumber to come look at the situation. He came on the 27thand
angered the drains but could not find any plugs. At that time he told us that our stool was
shot. After he left we were still having large bubbles come up in the stool regularly and
whenever any water was being used in the rest of the house the basement drains would
overflow.

We called the plumber back on the 28th.He brought a longer auger and augured
all our drains again. He said we had no clog. He told us the stool was our problem again.
On the evening of the 29ththe next-door neighbor on the left asked if we were having
drain problems. He stated that their basement was flooding.

On¥ar. 1st I talkedto the neighboron the rightof us to see if shehadproblems.
She said her drains were backing up also. That she was getting ready to call a plumber.
The neighbor on the left said he was calling the city to come out and look at the problem.

The city sewer crew came out in the afternoon and stated they had been on our
street in the morning and unclogged the sewer at the end of our street. They also checked
with the neighbor on the-right also to see if she was still having problems. Our drains are
working fme now. The stool is working fine now also. .

I would like to be reimbursed for the money I paid to have my drains augured. I
am enclosing the bill of$125.00 that I paid to Lovell Excavating.

Sincerely,
Mary Woltemath
1841 Brower Road
Lincoln, Nebr.
68502
40?-4?0-Ql04



Lincoln Wast~water System

Report of Property Damage. Filingof Claims
If you believe that the City of Lin~s at fault and caused damage to

yourproperty because of asanitary sewer backup, you mayfile aclaim inwriting
with either the City Clerk's Office or the City Attorney's Office at 555 So. 10th
Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. You should provide the following information:

1. Indicate the exact date of the claimed incident and address of the
alleged occurence.

2. Describe the circumstances to support your claim.

3. Itemize any and all claims for reimbursement due to property damage.

Your claim should be filed in a timely manner. If you have any questions
regarding sewer service or the sewer backup, contact Roger Krull, Assistant
Superintendent of Wastewater Service, Lincoln Wastewater System, 2400
Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521 (phone: 441-7985).

'R~ KrulL
Asst. Supt. of Wastewater Service .c
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-.i) FORM 36-32 4-93
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To:

~ \ Lovell Excavating
-. 12350 So. 162nd

. .. .' Bennet, NE 68317
. H. (402) 782-2027 . C. (402) 890-8321
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lawDepartment
DanaW.Roper,CityAttorney

575South10thStreet
Suite4201

lincoln,Nebraska68508

402-441-7281
Civilfax:

402-441-8812
Pros.fax:

402-441-8813

ErnestR.(Rick)PeoIII, ChiefAssistantJohnC.McQuinnII, ChiefProsecutor
RichardC.Anderson,PoliceLegalAdvisor

CivilDivision ProsecutionDivision
StevenJ.HuggenbergerConnorl. Reuter PatrickA.CampbellChristineA.Loseke
MargaretM.BlatchfordTonyal. Skinner RobE.CaplesMarceeABrownlee

JoeJ.RuppMikiEsposito JessicaKerkhofs LI NC0 LN
rAeco "~ 0{°ffort"~

MAYORCHRISBEUTlER lincoln.ne.gov

April 2, 2008

Mary Woltemath
1841 Brower Road
Lincoln, NE 68502

RE: Claim against the City of Lincoln in the amount of $125.00-
"

Dear Ms. Woltemath:

This is in reference to your letter received March 12, 2008, wherein you presented a claim
to the City of Lincoln. In o~derfor your claim to be authorized for paYmentfrom public funds, it
must be shown that there exists a legal basis for such authorization. In this instance, it must be
shown that the proximate cause of your expense was the result of some act or omission on the
part of the City of Lincoln or its agents. Unfortunately, the foreign debris, concrete, found in the
City's sanitary sewer main was the result of vandalism, of which the City of Lincoln had no
knowledge or control until reported by you. Accordingly, I must inform you that your claim will
be forwarded to the City Council with a recommendation that they deny the claim.

The Lincoln City Council will consider your claim at its regularly scheduled meeting on
April 14, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 555 South 10thStreet, Suite 112. You may
appear in person at that date and time to discuss your claim and/or you may contact the City
Council in writing prior to that date by emailingtheChairoftheCityCouncil.DanMarvin.at
council@lincoln.ne.Q:ov, or by contacting your individual councilperson.

Si7l-
Connor L. Reuter
Assistant City Attorney

CLRlskb



"kevin johnson" 
<kjddrp@earthlink.net> 

04/13/2008 08:59 AM
Please respond to

kjddrp@earthlink.net

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Mayor's interfaith prayer breakfast

Councilmembers,
 
Just hoping no public funds are going to support this event. While it may seem to be a 
worthwhile cause, and the Mayor, personally has every right to attend and participate, any public 
funding would clearly be a violation of the US Constitution. 
 
I have forwarded my concern to ACLU Nebraska. 
 
Republicans, I realize it may take some time to run this through LIBA but the event is only a 
couple of weeks away, so would appreciate your prompt consideration.
 
 
Peace
Kevin Johnson
kjddrp@earthlink.net
 
 



ksackschewsky@aol.com 

04/14/2008 08:46 AM

To council@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

bcc

Subject Keith Sackschewsky

I'm Keith Sackschewsky at 4718 Meredeth, There has been no deal made on purchase of my 
property. I would prefer to live here the rest of my life. I offered to sell if a like property could 
be found i.e. new furnace, garage that i could move my garage into, gutter gaurds, fenced yard 
etc., but cannot find anything at the price Mr Olderbak is willing to give. My question to you all 
is how many of you would like to live ten feet from a convience store? If the city had to buy my 
property what would the city expect to pay to relocate me? I hope you vote no on this zoning 
change and site plan today, as the building is way too close.  Yours respectfully, Keith 
Sackschewsky

Get the M! apQuest Toolbar, Maps, Traffic, Directions & More! 
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