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FACTSHEET
TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08012 HP, requested
by the Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation, to
designate the Lewis-Syford House located at 700 North
16th Street as a Historic Landmark. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.  

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 04/09/08
Administrative Action: 04/09/08

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Larson, Taylor,
Sunderman, Esseks, Gaylor Baird, Cornelius, Francis
and Carroll voting ‘yes’).
 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. The Lewis-Syford house is a rare example of the French Second Empire Style in Lincoln and is a unique
remnant of a residential neighborhood on the north edge of early Lincoln, preceding the growth of the University.

2. The staff recommendation to approve this Landmark designation is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on
p.3, concluding that designation of the Lewis-Syford House as a Landmark appears to be consistent with the
Comprehensive Plan and with Chapter 27.57 of the Zoning Code (Historic Preservation District).  The staff
presentation is found on p.5.

3. There was no testimony in opposition.

4. The Historic Preservation Commission held public hearing on this request on February 21, 2008, and
unanimously recommended that the Lewis-Syford House be recognized as a Lincoln Landmark for its
architectural character and unique presence on the City Campus.  

5. The Preservation Guidelines are found on p.8-18, and the recent update of the National Register nomination
is found on p.19-26.  

6. On April 9, 2008, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to recommend
approval.  

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Preister DATE: April 15, 2008

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: April 15, 2008

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2008\CZ.08012HP
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
W44444444444444444444444444444444444444

P.A.S.: Change of Zone #08012HP DATE: March 26, 2008
Landmark Designation

SCHEDULED PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING: April 9, 2008

PROPOSAL: Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation requests landmark designation
for the Lewis-Syford House at 700 North 16th Street. 

CONCLUSION: Designation of the Lewis-Syford House as a Landmark appears to be
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and with Chapter 27.57 of the Zoning
Code (Historic Preservation District). 

RECOMMENDATION:   Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:   

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The west half of Lots J and K of Tuttle et al’s Subdivision of Lot 1,
Little’s Subdivision, in the southwest quarter of Section 24-10-6,
Lancaster County, Nebraska.

LOCATION: East side of N. 16th between U and Vine Streets.

EXISTING ZONING: R-7 Residential District.

SIZE: 18,176 square feet, more or less. 

EXISTING LAND USE: Offices.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: R-7 residential to north, south, and west, occupied by
fraternity and sorority houses and a chapel; ,P Public Use to the east, occupied by University of
Nebraska dormitory.

HISTORY: Rev. Elisha Lewis developed this house, circa 1878. It was occupied by the Syford family
from 1904 to 1965, then bequeathed to the Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation.  The
house was individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1971 and included as a
contributing property in the “Greek Row Historic District” on the National Register of Historic Places
in 1997.

UTILITIES: This area is served by all City utilities.

PUBLIC SERVICE: This area is served by all City public services.
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AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS:
The Lewis-Syford House is a rare example of the French Second Empire Style in Lincoln and is a
unique remnant of a residential neighborhood on the north edge of early Lincoln, preceding the
growth of the University.

ALTERATIVE USES:
Landmark designation does not change the permitted uses in the R-7 District.

ANALYSIS:  

1. Lincoln Municipal Code, section
27.57.120 provides for designation of
landmarks that are “Associated with
events, person, or persons who have
made a significant contribution to the
history, heritage, or culture of the City of
Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the
State of Nebraska, or the United States"
or that “Represent a distinctive
architectural style or innovation..."

2. The Histor ic Preservat ion
Commission held a public hearing on this
matter and voted unanimously to
recommend that the Lewis-Syford House be recognized as a Lincoln Landmark for its architectural
character and unique presence on the City Campus. 

3. Preservation guidelines for the proposed landmark are attached.  They are based on the
typical landmark guidelines for “Greek” chapter houses in the vicinity.  The Foundation is also
offering a preservation easement to the City on this property for additional protection.

4. The recent update of the National Register nomination for the property is enclosed.  

5. The 2030 Comprehensive Plan includes a strategy to “Continue efforts to inventory,
research, evaluate and celebrate the full range of historic resources throughout Lancaster
County, collaborating with individuals, associations, and institutions, and designating
landmarks and districts through the local preservation ordinance and the National Register
of Historic Places.”  

Prepared by:

Edward F. Zimmer, Ph. D.
Historic Preservation Planner
441-6360
ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
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APPLICANT: Historic Preservation Commission and

Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation
Suite 1010, 128 North 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402)435-3535

OWNER: Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation

CONTACT: Diane Rolfsmeyer, Executive Director
Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation
Suite 1010, 128 North 13th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402)435-3535
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08012 HP,
CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08013 HP

and
CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08014 HP

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: April 9, 2008

Members present: Larson, Taylor, Sunderman, Esseks, Gaylor Baird, Cornelius, Francis and
Carroll.  

Ex Parte Communications: None.

Staff presentation:  Ed Zimmer of the Planning Department gave the presentation on these three
different applications and three different properties, all applying for landmark designation under
Chapter 27.57 of the zoning code.  Each of these properties are seeking designation for the purpose
of fund-raising and tax deductibility.  

Change of Zone No. 08012 HP, involves the Lewis Syford house located at 700 N. 16th Street,
owned by Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation, which intends to convey this property to
others.  The landmark designation will add protection for the property in the future.  There are two
outbuildings in the rear of the property.  This property is important and unique and is on the National
Register of Historic Places.  

Change of Zone No. 08013 HP, involves the Sigma Chi Fraternity House located at 1510 Vine
Street, and is typical of what we have seen in the Greek Row area of fraternity and sorority houses.
This whole area on R Street was designated in the National Register of Historic Places in 1977,
giving it recognition and a certain measure of protection, but it does not give additional city
protection without the landmark designation.  The Sigma Chi house was built in 1931, with additions
in 1946 and l965.  

Change of Zone No. 08014 HP, involves the Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity House located at 1548 S
Street.  It was built in 1917, the earliest by several years of any of the Greek houses built for Greek
Chapter houses in the proximity of the University.  It was listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in 1977.  It is a red brick house which has been painted white.  It has had some additions,
but the 1917 property is still visible and in place with mantel pieces and the main staircase on the
interior.  

All of these landmarks are being recommended by the Historic Preservation Commission.

Esseks asked Zimmer to summarize the advantage to the public and community at large that is
achieved by landmark designations.  Zimmer suggested that it recognizes and celebrates a unique
element of Lincoln’s heritage, and by cooperating with these houses and their fund-raising efforts,
the landmark designation gives these properties a  level of supervision.  

There was no testimony in opposition.
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08012 HP
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 9, 2008

Larson moved approval, seconded by Francis.  

Carroll believes the landmark designation is important from a planning standpoint and preserving
the city’s landmarks gives good status to the historic part of the city.  He appreciates that the city
is helping the foundations to do this.

Motion for approval carried 8-0:  Larson, Taylor, Sunderman, Esseks, Gaylor Baird, Cornelius,
Francis and Carroll voting ‘yes’.  This is a recommendation to the City Council.

CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08013 HP
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 9, 2008

Larson moved approval, seconded by Francis.  

Carroll believes the landmark designation is important from a planning standpoint and preserving
the city’s landmarks gives good status to the historic part of the city.  He appreciates that the city
is helping the foundations to do this.

Motion for approval carried 8-0:  Larson, Taylor, Sunderman, Esseks, Gaylor Baird, Cornelius,
Francis and Carroll voting ‘yes’.  This is a recommendation to the City Council.

CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08013 HP
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 9, 2008

Larson moved approval, seconded by Francis.  

Carroll believes the landmark designation is important from a planning standpoint and preserving
the city’s landmarks gives good status to the historic part of the city.  He appreciates that the city
is helping the foundations to do this.

Motion for approval carried 8-0:  Larson, Taylor, Sunderman, Esseks, Gaylor Baird, Cornelius,
Francis and Carroll voting ‘yes’.  This is a recommendation to the City Council.
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City Council, .,.,......, 
(dale) 

IP'lRJESIERVATION Gl[J][DIELINlES FOR
 
L""'is-Sy]ford HOlis.
 
711l) NOM 16~ Slreel
 

1.	 Arthitedural Review or Landmark: 

a.	 Photographs: On file in Planning Department. 
b.	 Important architectural features; 

E:lterior: one and one-half story height, clapboard siding and wooden trim, mansard roof, iron 
roof cresting. 

c.	 Important landscape features: stone and wrought iron fence, west lawn area, driveway to 
carriage house; carriage house, potting shed. 

d.	 Architectural style and date: French Second Empire style, ca. 1878 
c.	 Additions and modifications: 

2.	 Notice or Work Needing Certificate: 
A.	 A Certificate for Certain Work can be granted by the Preservation Commission or, in certain 

instances, by the Director of Planning. The application for the Certificate can be obtained from 
and should be filed with the Building and Safety Department. The following work to be 
conducted on the Landmark requires the procurement of a Certificate for Certain Work: 

I.	 Exterior work requiring a Building Penn it as defined in the Lincoln Building Code. 
Before conducting exterior work, cheek with the City Building and Safety Department to 
determine whether a Building Pennit is necessary; 

2.	 Demolition ofa structure or portion ofa structure as defined in the Lincoln Building 
Code; 

3.	 Work involving; 
a.	 Reduction of front yard; 
b.	 Addition of fencing and walls visible from N. 161h Street; 
c.	 Replacement of exterior material and trim or visible roofing materials; 
d.	 Cleaning and maintenance of exterior masonry; 
e.	 Replacement of doors, storm doors, door frames, windows, stann windows, and 

screens (excluding seasonal) on facades visible from N. 16th Street; 
f.	 Addition of awnings; 
g.	 Placement of mechanical systems, such as but not limited to, window air 

conditioners. solar collectors, elc.: 
h.	 The addition or replacement of signs: 
I.	 Moving structures on or off the site; 
J.	 Installation of eJectricaI, utility, and communications services visible from North 16U1 

Street; 
k.	 Placement of high intensity overhead lighting, antennae, and utility poles visible 

from North J6111 Street. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis-Syjord House, 700 North 16th Street 

B.	 The following work to be conducted on the Landmark does not require the procurement of a 
Certificate for Certain Work: 

I.	 Changes invoh,ing routine maintenance and repair for the general cleaning and upkeep of 
the building but which include no direct physical change in design or material; 

2.	 Changes involving eolor and landscaping, except as previously noted; 
3.	 Interior changes involving no exterior alteration. 

C.	 The penalty upon convietion for eondueting work which requires a Certificate for Certain Work 
without proeuring the Certificate or for doing work contrary to an issued Certificate is a fine 
not to exceed $100.00. Each and every day that sueh violation continues after notification may 
constitute a separate offense. The City ofLinco!n may also pursue the remedies ofinjunclion, 
mandamus. or other appropriate action to correct a violation. 

3.	 Standards ror Owner and Preservation Commission: 

The following standards serve as a guide to the Landmark property owner in the preservation of their 
building. It is also intended that these Standards will aid the Commission in making decisions 
regarding issuance or denial of a Certifieate. 

When a decision on issuing or denying a Certificate is requested, the more definitive the presentation 
by the applicant, the easier it will be to eonvey and comprehend the effect of the proposed change. 
The owner or representative should plan to attend the public hearing to discuss the proposed work. 
When an applieation is bcing reviewed, it will be the responsibility ofthc applicant to demonstrate 
that the new work is compatible with these Standards. 

A strict interpretation of these guidelines may be waived by the Preservation Commission if the 
applicant develops a design solution which meets the spirit and intent of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. In addition, although the owner of the landmark must receive Certificates for work 
identified above, a broader interpretation of the Guidelines for this property may be allowed by the 
Preservation Commission. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis~Syford House, 700 North /6'11 Street 
P. ] 

(Based on the Seeretary of the Interior's Standards
 
for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings)
 

I.	 Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property which requires 
minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and its environment. or to use a property for its 
originally intended purpose. 

2.	 The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, or site and its environment 
shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historie material or distinetive architeetural 
features should be avoided when possible. 

3.	 All buildings. structures, and sites shall be reeognized as products of their own time. Alterations that 
have no historical basis and which seek to create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged. 

4.	 Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and 
development of a building, structure, or site and its environment. These changes may have acquired 
significance in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected. 

5.	 Distinctive stylistic features or cxamplcs of skillcd craftsmanship which characterize a building, 
structurc, or site shall be treated with sensitivity. 

6.	 Deteriorated architcctural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible. In the 
cvcnt replacement is neccssary, thc ncw matcrial should match thc material bcing rcplaced in 
composition, dcsign, color, texturc, and other visual qualities. Repair or rcplacement of missing 
architectural fcatures should be physical, based on accuratc duplications of features, substantiated by 
historic, physical, or pictorial evidence rather than on conjcctural designs or the availability of 
different architectural elements from other buildings or structures. 

7.	 The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the gentlest means possible. 
Sandblasting and othcr cleaning mcthods that will damagc the historic building material shall not be 
undertaken. 

8.	 Evcry rcasonablc effort shall be made to protect and preserve archeological resources affectcd by, or 
adjacent to any project. 

9.	 Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged 
when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural or cultural 
material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the 
property, neighborhood or cnvironment. 

10.	 Whcrcver possiblc, ncw additions or alterations to structures shall be done in such a manner that if 
such additions or alterations werc to bc rcmovcd in the future the essential form and integrity of the 
structure would be unimpaired. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis-Syford House, 700 North 16th Street 

GUIDELINES FOR APPLYING THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR'S STANDARDS FOR 
REHABILITATION 

THE ENVIRONMENT 

Recommended 

Retaining distinctive features such as the size. 
scale, mass, coJor. and materials of buildings, 
ineluding roofs. porches, and stail"W'uys that give 
a neighborhood its distinguishing character. 

Retaining landscape features such as parks, 
gardens. street lights, signs, benches, walkways, 
streets, alleys and building set-backs that have 
traditionally linked buildings to their 
environment. 

Using new plant materials, fencing, walkways, 
street lights, signs and benches that 8re 
compatible with the character of the 
neighborhood in size, seale, material and color. 

Not Recommended 

Introducing new construction into 
neighborhoods that is incompatible with the 
eharacter of the district because of size, scale, 
color, and materials. 

Destroying the relationship of buildings and their 
environment by widening existing streets, 
changing paving material, or by introducing 
inappropriately located new streets and parking 
lots that are incompatible with the character of 
the neighborhood. 

Introducing signs, street lighting, benches, new 
plant materials, feneing, walkways and paving 
materials that are out of scale or inappropriate to 
the neighborhood. 

BUILDING SITE 

Reeommended Not Recommended 

Identifying plants, trees, fencing, walkways, 
outbuildings, and other elements that might be 
an important part of the property's history and 
development. 

Retaining plants, trees, fencing, walkways, street Making changes to the appearance of the site by 
lights, signs, and benches that refleet the removing old plants, trees, fencing, walkways, 
property's history and development. outbuildings, and other elements before 

evaluating their importanee in the property's 
history and development. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis·Syford House, 700 North 16'h Street 

BUILDING SITE --~-- continued 

Recommended Not recommended 

Basing decisions for new site work. on actual Leaving plant materials and trees in close 
k.nowledge of the past appearance of the proximity to the building that may be causing 
property found in photographs, drawings, deterioration of the historic fabric. 
newspapers, and tax records. If changes are 
made, they should be carefully evaluated in light 
of the past appearance of the site. 

Providing proper site and roof drainage to assure 
that water does not splash against building or 
foundation walls, nor drain toward the building. 

BUILDING: STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS
 

Recommended 

Recognizing the special problems inherent in the 
structural systems of historic buildings, 
especially where there are visible signs of 
cracking, deflection, or failure. 

Undertaking stabilization and repair of 
weakened structural members and systems. 

Replacing historically important structural 
members only when necessary. Supplementing 
existing structural systems when damaged or 
inadequate. 

Not Recommended 

Disturbing existing foundations with new 
excavations that undermine the structural 
stability of the building. 

Leaving known structural problems untreated 
that will cause continuing deterioration and will 
shorten the life of the structure. 

BUILDING: EXTERIOR FEATURES 

Masonry: Adobe. brick. stone. terra corta. concrete. stucco and mortar 

Recommended· Not Recommended 

Retaining original masonry and mortar, Applying waterproof or water repellent coatings 
whenever possible, without the application of or surface consolidation treatments unless 
any surface treatment. required to solve a specific technical problem 

012 



P.6 

PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis-Syford House. 700 North 16'~ Street 

Masonry: Adobe. brick. stone, terra cotta, concrete. stucco and mortar ----- Continued 

Repainting only those mortar joints where there 
is evidence of moisture problems or when 
sufficient mortar is missing to allow water 10 
stand in the mortar joint. 

Duplicating old mortar in composition, color and 
texture. 

Duplicating old mortar in joint size, method of 
application, and joint profile. 

Repairing stucco with a stucco mixture that 
duplicates the original as closely as possible in 
appearance and texture. 

Cleaning masonry only when necessary to halt 
deterioration or to remove graffiti and stains and 
always with the gentlest method possible, such 
as low pressure water and soft natural bristle 
brushes. 

Repairing or replacing, where necessary, 
deteriorated material with new material that 
duplicates the old as closcly as possible. 

Replacing missing significant architectural 
features, such as comiees, brackets, railings, and 
shutters. 

that has been studied and identified. Coatings 
are frequently unnecessary, expensive, and can 
accelerate deterioration of the masonry. 

Repointing mortar joints that do not need 
repointing. Using electric saws and hammers to 
remove mortar can seriously damage the 
adjacent brick. 

Repointing with mortar of high Portland cement 
content can often create a bond that is stronger 
than the building material. This can cause 
deterioration as a result of the differing 
coefficient of expansion and the differing 
porosity of the material and the mortar. 

Repointing with mortar joints ofa differing size 
or joint profile, texture or color. 

Sandblasting, including dry and wet grit and 
other abrasives, brick or stone surfaces; this 
method of cleaning erodes the surface of the 
material and acecleratcs deterioration. Using 
chemical cleaning produets that would have an 
adverse chemical reaction with the masonry 
materials, Le., acid on limestone or marble. 

Applying new material which is inappropriate or 
was unavailable when the building was 
construeted, such as artificial brick siding. 
artificial cast stone or brick veneer. 

Removing architectural features such as 
cornices. brackets, railings, shutters, window 
arehitravcs and doorway pediments. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis~Syford House, 700 North 16,h Street 

Masonry: Adobe. brick. stone. terra cotta. concrete. stucco and mortarnmConlinued 

Retaining the original or early color and texture Removing paint from masonry surfaces 
of masonry surfaces. including early signage indiscriminately. This may subject the building 
wherever possible. Brick or stone surfaces may to damage and change its appearance. 
have been painted or whitewashed for practical 
and aesthetic reasons. 

*For more information consult Preservation Briefs: 1: "The Cleaning and Waterproof Coating of Masonry 
Buildings" and Preservation Briefs: 2: "Repainting Mortar Joints in Historic Brick Buildings," Both are 
available from Technical Preservation Services Division, Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service, 
U. S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240 

Wood: Clapboard, weatherboard. shingles and other wooden siding 

Recommended	 Nol Recommended 

Retaining and preserving signifieant	 Removing architectural features such as siding. 
architectural features, whenever possible.	 cornices, brackets, window architraves, and 

doorway pediments. These are, in most cases, 
an essential part ofa building's character and 
appearance that illustrates the eontinuity of 
growth and change. 

Repairing or replacing, where necessary, Resurfacing frame buildings with new material 
deteriorated material that duplicates in size, that is inappropriate or was unavailable when the 
shape and texture the old as closely as possible. building was constructed such as artificial stone, 

briek veneer, asbestos or asphalt shingles. and 
plastic or aluminum siding. Such material can 
also contribute to the deterioration of the 
strueture from moisture and insects. 

Architectural Metals: Cast iron, steel. pressed tin. aluminum. zinc 

Recommended	 Not Recommended 

Retaining original material, whenever possible.	 Removing architectural features that are an 
essential part of a building's character and 
appearance, illustrating the continuity of growth 
and change. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis-Syford House, 700 North /6'h Street 

Architectural Metals: Cast iron, steel. pressed tin. aluminum. zinc ---- Continued 

Cleaning when necessary with the appropriate 
method. Metals should be cleaned by methods 
that do not abrade the surface. 

Roofs and Roofing 

Recommended 

Preserving the original roof shape. 

Retaining the original roofing material, 
whenever possible. 

Providing adequate roof drainage and insuring 
that the roofing materials provide a weather-tight 
covering for the structure. 

Replacing deteriorated roof coverings with new 
material that matches the old in composition, 
size, shape, color, and texture. 

Preserving or replacing, where necessary, all 
architectural features that give the roof its 
essential character, such as donner windows, 
cupolas, cornices, brackets, chimneys, cresting, 
and weather vanes. 

Windows and Doors 

Recommended 

Retaining and repairing existing window and 
door openings including window sash, glass, 
lintels, sills. architraves, shutters, doors, 
pediments, hoods, steps, and all hardware 

Exposing metals which were intended to be 
protected from the environment. Do not use 
cleaning methods which alter the color, texture, 
and tone of the metal. 

Not Recommended 

Changing the essential character of the roofby 
adding inappropriate features such as dormer 
windows, vents, or skylights. 

Applying new roofing material that is 
inappropriate to the style and period of the 
building and neighborhood. 

Replacing deteriorated roof coverings with new 
materials that differ to such an exlent from the 
old in composition, size, shape, color, and 
texture that the appearance of the building is 
altered. 

Stripping the roof of architectural features 
important to its character. 

Not Recommended 

Introducing new window and door openings into 
the principal elevations, or enlarging or reducing 
window or door openings to fit new stock 
window sash or new stock door sizes. 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lew;s~Syford House, 700 North /61A Streel 

Windows and Doors ----- Continued 

Duplicating the material, design, and the 
hardware of the older window sash and doors if 
new sash and doors are used. 

Installing visually unobtrusive storm windows 
and doors. where needed, that do not damage 
existing frames and that can be removed in the 
future. 

Using original doors and door hardware when 
they can be repaired and reused in place. 

Entrances, Porches. and Steps 

Recommended 

Retaining porches and steps that are appropriate 
to the building and its development. Porches or 
additions reflecting later architectural styles are 
often important to the building's historical 
integrity and, wherever possible, should be 
retained. 

Repairing or replacing, where necessary, 
deteriorated architcctural features of wood, iron, 
cast iron, terra cotta, tile, and brick. 

Altering the size of window panes or sash. Such 
changes destroy the scale and proportion of the 
building. 

Installing inappropriate new window or door 
features such as aluminum storm and screen 
window insulating glass combinations that 
require the removal of original windows and 
doors. 

Installing plastic, canvas, or metal strip awnings 
or fake shutters that detract from the character 
and appearance of the building. 

Discarding original doors and door hardware 
when they can be repaired and reused in place. 

Not Recommended 

Removing or altering porches and steps that are 
appropriate to the building's development and 
style. 

Stripping porches and steps of original material 
and architectural features, such as handrails, 
balusters, columns, brackets, and roof decoration 
of wood, iron, cast iron, terra colta, tile and 
brick. 

Enclosing porches and steps in a manner that 
destroys their intended appearance. . 

01S
 



PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
LewiJ-Syjord House. 700 North 16th Street 
P.IO 

Exterior Finishes 

Recommended 

Discovering the historic paint colors and finishes 
of the structure and repainting with those colors 
to illustrate the distinctive character of the 
property. 

Not Recommended 

Removing paint and finishes down to the bare 
surface; strong paint strippers whether chemical 
or mechanical can permanently damage the 
surface. Also, stripping obliterates evidence of 
the historical paint finishes. 

Repainting with colors that cannot be 
documented through research and investigation 
to be appropriate to the building and 
neighborhood. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION 

Recommended Not Recommended 

Keeping new additions and adjacent new 
construction to a minimum. making them 
compatible in scale, building materials, and 
texture. 

Designing new work to be compatible in Designing new work which is incompatible with 
materials, size, scale, color, and texture with the the earlier building and the neighborhood in 
earlier building and the neighborhood. materials, size. scale. and texture. 

Using contemporary designs compatible with the Imitating an carlier style or period of 
character and mood of the building or the architecture in new additions, except in rare 
neighborhood. cases where a contemporary design would 

detract from the architectural unity ofan 
ensemble or group. Especially avoid imitating 
an earlier style of architecture in new additions 
that have a completely contemporary function 
such as a drive-in bank or garagc. 

Adding new height to the building that changes 
the scale and character of the building. 
Additions in height should not be visible when 
viewing the principal facades. 

Adding new floors or removing existing floors 
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PRESERVATION GUIDELINES FOR 
Lewis-Syford House, 700 North 16'h Street 
P.1I 

that destroy important architectural details, 
features and spaces of the building. 

Protecting architectural details and features that 
contribute to the character of the building. 

Placing television antennas and mechanical Placing television antennas and mechanical 
equipment, such as air conditioners, in an equipment, such as air conditioners where they 
inconspicuous location. can be seen from the streel. 

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS: Heating and Air Conditioning. Electrical, Plumbing, Fire Protection 

Recommended 

Installing necessary mechanical systems in areas 
and spaces that will require the least possible 
alteration to the structural integrity and physical 
appearance of the building. 

Utilizing early mechanical systems, including 
plumbing and early lighting fixtures, where 
possible. 

Installing the vertical runs of ducts, pipes, and 
cables in closets, service rooms, and wall 
cavities. 

Insuring adequate ventilation of attics, 
crawlspaces, and cellars to prevent moisture 
problems. 

Installing thermal insulation in attics and in 
unheated cellars and crawlspaces to conserve 
energy. 

Not Recommended 

Causing unnecessary damage to the plan, 
materials, and appearance of the building when 
installing mechanical system. 

Attaching exterior electrical and telephone 
cables to the principal elevations of the building. 

Installing the vertical runs of ducts, pipes, and 
cables in places where they will be a visual 
intrusion. 

Concealing or "making invisible" mechanical 
equipment in historic walls or ceilings. 
Frequently this concealment requires the 
removal of historic fabric. 

Installing "dropped" acoustical ceilings to hide 
mechanical equipment. This destroys the 
proportions and character of the rooms. 

Installing foam, glass fiber, or cellulose 
insulation into wall cavities of either wooden or 
masonry construction. This has been found to 
cause moisture problems when there is no 
adequate moisture barrier. 

Q\HPClLMARKS\GDLINES\GuideLewisSyford, wpd 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 
Th.. lorm 'S '0< usa in nom'o&,,"S Or reQU"",ng dele'''''"'',on. lor ,nd,,,.d,,,1 proporhe.' 'no a,,"'<" See 1O"rucl,oo' ,n Ho", 10 Comple,. lne N~"onal Re9'lr., of HoSIOtIC Pl3ce< ReglSlrallOn Fo<m 
{N.lt""~ Rag,,,,,, Bullel'n 16A) CernplelO "OCh ,Iem by m.,'ing "," ,., Iha awroon~l. bo, or b••,1IOfing Ihe ,nlom'OI,oo reque'led If ~n, "em does nol appl~ \0 Ihe propen~ being documenled, .nl., 
"NIA" for -nol appl".~I.· For funcl'DM .•"h,lecIU,"1 db."kalion. malori.ls, .no ..aas o( Slgn,""n,;". enle, O~ly '.I"g""., ,,~d ,ubcal.g~n" 1'0m Ihe m'lrutl'''"' olace addilional onl"., and 
n",,",". Ilems on oon~nual'on ,hea" II'PS FOt~, 10·9000) Ii'.". lype"'t1ler, ..ord pfOce<sor. or COm pc'" '0 GomplOle "1 "em, 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name Lewis-Syford"-"H~o~u~s~e _
 

Other names/site number -'L"'C'-1,,3"':O,,0,,9"'-,,0,,0'c'. _
 

2. Location 

Street & number 700 North 16lh Street No! for publication [] 

City or town Lincoln Vicinity I J 

State -"N"'e!'.bc"a."s"ka"--__ Code NE County Lancaster Code 109 Zip code 68508 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As Ihe designaled aUlhority under Ihe Nalional Historic Preservation Acl of 1986. as amended. I hereby cerlify lhat this [X] nomination Drequest 
for determination of eti9ibitity meets the documentalion standards for legislering properties in the Nal101al Regisler of Historic Places and meels 
the procedllral and professional requirements SOli forth in 36 CFR Par! BC In my oplnion.lhe property [X] meets 0 does not meet the Nalional 
Register Crrteria, I recommenr:llhat this properly be considered signiflcanl 0 naljonally Dslalewide [Xl locally ((J See conlinualion sheel for 
additionat comments.) 

Jjb 17, -l "",7 __ 
Dale I) 

DirectOr. NebraSka State Historical Sociely 
~le or Federili agency ilnd bureilu 

Fy opinion the properly II meels [] does nol meet the National ReglstBl Criteria (0 See continuation sheet for additional comments) 

r -Signature of certifying offlclallTille Dale 

~,ocF'd"" ,g,coy "d bee"" 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I. hereby, cerllfy Ihal thiS properly IS 

r] enlered In the National Register ---- 
[I see continuation sheel. 

[J delermjnecl eligible ror the Nalional RegjSler, 

[J see continuation sheet. 

[ J delermlned nol eligib',e for Ihe Nalior,al Reglsler 

(I removecllfom Ihe Nalloni, Reglsler, 

[J other. (expiain) 

---  ---._---.._- Signa',ure of Keepel ------- Date 0' Acrl~in ., 019 



Lewis·Syford House Lancaster County, Nebraska 
Naml! 01 Property CouNy and Slate 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many tlDxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do nol Include previously listed resources in Ihe counl.) 

X Private X Building(sJ Contribullng Noncontributing 

Public-local District 3 Buildlrlgs 

Public-slale Sile Sites 

Public-federal Structure Structures 

Object Objects 

4 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "NIA" it property is not part of a multiple prope,(y Iisling.) 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 

3 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions Current Functions
 
(Enter calegories lrom inslructions.) (Enler calegories from inslruc!Jons )
 

DOMESTIC/single dwelling OTHER 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enler ca(egones from inslructions,) 

LATE VICTORIAN/Second Empire 

Materials 
(Enter calegories Irom InstrucIIOnS.) 

Foundation L~;,m""e~s~to~n~e,,--

Walls Clapboard 

_ 

Roof 

Other 

Wood shingle 

_ 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the histone and current condition of Ihe properly on one or more conlinuation stleats.) 
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Lewis-Syford House Lancaster County, Nebraska 
Name of Properly Counly and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Regisler Criteria 
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes 10' the criteria quallfymg Ihe properly 
lor National Register listmg ) 

A Property is associated with events Ihat have 
made a significant contribulion to tile broad 
patterns of our history_ 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our pas!. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, 
or possesses high artistic values, or represents 
a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

o	 Property has yielded, or is likely \0 yield 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark ·X" in all '.he bo~es lhat apply.) 

Property is: 

A Owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

B Removed from its original location. 

C A birthplace or a grave 

o A cemetery,
 

E A reconstructed building, object, or structure,
 

F A commemoralive property.
 

G Less than 50 years of age or achieved
 
significance within the past SO years, 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the signlncance 01 \he properly on one or more conlinuation 
sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enler categorl~S from Instructions) 

Architecture 

Period of Significance 

c. 187B-1 B91 

Significant Dates 

c, 1B78 

1898
 

Significant Person 
{Comptete if Criterion B is marked abov~,} 

NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA 

Architect/Builder 

NIA 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography
 
(Cile the books, articles, and olher sources used in preflaring this form on on~ or more conlinuatlon shee'.s)
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location for additional data: 
Preliminary delennination of individual listing (36 CFR 57) has 
been requested SlaLe Historic Preservation Office 

X Previously listed in the National RegisLer Other Stale agency 
Previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency 
DesignaLed a National Historic Landmark Local Government 
Recorded by Historic American BUildings Survey 
Recorded by Hisloric American Engineering 

--"# _ University 
Other -~ '"' 021 

Record #!L__ Name or reposilory: 
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Lewis-Syford House 
Name of Property 

Section 7 Page 1 

Lancaster County, Nebraska 
Counly ~f1d Sliite 

The Lewis-Syford house is located on the east side of North 16t~ Streel, amidsllarger and more recenl/y buill sororities, 
fraternities and dorms, and other university support buildings, The property is the oldest in an area thai used 10 have 
many houses that dated to the earliest days of the University of Nebraska in Lincoln. The house currenlly serves as an 
office for counseling services for the University of Nebraska, and remains relatively unaltered to serve its current use. II 
retains excellent integrity. The property consists of three buildings; the house, potting shed or outhouse, and the garage. 
and one structure; the limestone retaining wall. 

This Second Empire residence is an L-shaped, one and a half story, wood frame structure with a wood shingle mansard 
roof. The silhouette of this mansard roof is concave, punctuated by dormers with either one or two single-light casement 
windows with original slorms. The house features two corbelled chimneys; the larger one faces front and serves the 
parlor fireplace, and the smaller is located toward the back of the house and served the kitchen. It has a rough~cut 

limestone foundation and clapboard siding. The fa<;:ade contains a central entrance on its asymmetrical fa<;:ade, bordered 
on one side by a porch and the other by the projecting leg of the L with a can led bay. The entrance is a pair of eight-light 
French storm doors and a pair of French doors with lwo arched and etched glass windows with a star pattern. The doors 
have the original turning doorbell and hardware. A glass transom above Ihe door is etched with lhe house number. 

Two different sizes of elaborate brackets are located under the eaves m a rotating pattern. Two different styles of Iron 
cresting are present on the house, one style is found on the ridge of the mansard roof. The other is found on the first levet 
atop the front porch, the front entrance and the canted bay. The front porch also has some decorative scrollwork 
elements under its roofline. 

The fenestration of the Lewis-Syford house is largely consistent by floor. Almost all of [he windows on the first floor are 
taJl, narrow, two over two doubie-hung windows, and all of the original glass storm windows are present. The only 
exceptions to this size of window are the two that are half-width windows that form a square projecting bay on the south 
side of the building, in the second parlor. The windows on the second floor are all Single light, casement windows that 
open on the side, althOugh these may be arranged singly or in pairs. These windows also still utilize their original glass 
storms. All of the windows also have functioning shutters. 

A sidewalk leads from the western fa~ade to the north elevation. A secondary open porch is located along this side of the 
building, with wooden steps and limestone raits on both sides, and scrollwork under the porch roof. The door is solid oak, 
but the panels incised in the wood mimic the two arched windows of the front door. Continuing around the back of the 
house on the east elevation, there is a full width addition thai does not lie underneath the mansard roofline. Another 
smaller addition was buill onto the first, and houses an enclosed porch entrance. This entrance has a substantial oak, 
Craftsman-era door. 

Entering the house from the front doors, one enters a small vestibule with a door mto the formal parlor, and an oak door 
directly ahead that leads to the stairs to the second story and the hallway to the second parior. The formal parlor has a 
canted bay window that looks toward the front yard, as well as the marble fireplace. The fireplace has designs etched into 
its marbte surround, an Iron insert for gas, and a hearth of geometric tile. The stair in the front hallway has a large round 
newel post and octagonal spindtes. There are many different styles of woodwork present in tne house. The woodwork 
not only becomes less formal as the rooms become less formal, but the partors' woodwork is made of different kinds of 
wood The formal parlor utilizes oak woodwork, with rosettes on the doorframes and broad baseboards, while the second 
parlor is construcled in pine The French doors between the rooms are oak on one side and pine on the other. The 
second parlor has a squared projecting bay and a doorway into an additional room at the back of the house, which could 
have been a silting room or office ThiS room has a doorway that leads into a pantry space with the Craftsman back door. 

022 



NPS Form 10·900a 
(8·66l 

OMS No 1024-001 B 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Lewis-Syford House 
Name or Properly 

Section 8 Page 1 

Lancaster County, Nebraska 
County and Stat", 

The Lewis-Syford House was buill sometime around 1878, during the apex of the Second Empire style. The property is 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its architectural significance. The house 
is an excellent example of the Second Empire style of the Lale Victorian period, particularly for Lincoln, Nebraska, where 
the style is extremely rare, 

History and Background 

The Lewis-Syford House is a rare remnant of Lincoln's original residential development and is one of the last examples of 
a first generation house in Lincoln. The lewis-Syford House is one of the five oldest known homes remaining in the city of 
Lincoln, The others are the Guy Brown House, 219-221 South 27th (c. 1874); lhe Miller House, 1029 "E" Street (1874); the 
Kennard House, 1627 "H" Sireet (1869), and; the Filley-Burnham House, 905 "E" Street (c. 1875). Additionally, the Lewis
Syford House is one of the lasl surviving first generation suburban houses In Lincoln, as reflected in its location just 
outside lhe original plat of the city. At the time Ihe Lewis-Syford House was constructed, c. 1878, ample house lots 
remained within lhe original pial, and land prices were depressed in the early 1870s due 10 Governor Buller's 
''Tlpeachmenl and other challenges 10 the placement of the capital city, As a result, landowners beyond the city were 
Actively promoting their property for house sites. 2 While the Lewis-Syford House represents this construction 
phenomenon, it also is an example of the construction boom Lincoln experienced from the mid-1870s to the lale 1880s as 
the population exploded from 8,000 to 48,0003 The Lewis-Syford House is an excellent representation of the early 
settlement pattern of Lincoln. 

Elisha M. Lewis 

Elisha M. Lewis was born c. 1825 in New York State. Informa.tion concerning his childhood, early adult life, and education 
are not available. However, in 1863 at the age of 37 he was living in Hudson, Michigan. In thai year, he received an offer 
from a Congregational Church in Nebraska City to become its new pastor. Lewis accepted the posilion and began his 
new duties on December 25,1863. He remained allhis Congregational Church until resigning on September 24, 1865.~ 

From Nebraska Cily he moved 10 Omaha. s II is not known whal he did there, bul he did nol slay in Omaha long. In 
October 1865 he was invited to be the pastor at the new Congregational Society in Columbus. This appears to be an 
organizarional position because according to Andreas "In October 1866 the church (in Columbus) was organized by Rev. 
Reuben Gaylord of Omaha. "BAner time spent in Columbus, according 10 his obituary, Lewis moved back to Michigan 10 
take care of an ailing relative, This appears to have occupied his time for the next ten years. 

Reverend LeWIS does not perform any more duties in Nebraska, according to Andreas, until 1876. On June 1, 1876 he 
became pas lor of the First Presbyterian Church in Falls City. He held this position for about one year. While performing 
his pastoral duties he also joined the Falls Cily Lodge No.1 06 of lhe International Order of Good Templars. He was not 
only a member of this organization but held the position of Lodge Pastor and Lodge Depuly. II appears he stayed in Falls 
City until 1877. 

Chase, Elizabeth Guy Brown House National Regi5ter of Hi510ric Places nomination form On tile, Nebraska State Hlslonc Preservation Office, 1997. 
J McKee. James L. and Arlhur Duerschner AlA. Unwin A Phorograph1c HlslOry Salt Valley Press, Lincoln NE, 1976. 
• Andreas, A.T, History of Ihe Stale of Nebraska, Vol 1 Chicago The Weslern Histoncal Co. 1se2 

5 Ibid 02~ 
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The Lewis-Syford House conforms to the strictures of the Second Empire slyle completely. It features a concave 
mansard roof punctuated by elaborate dormers with a miniature pediment. The windows on the first floor are all tall, 
narrow windows that are double-hung. Two different sizes of brackets are located under the narrow eave of the mansard 
roof. The building is elaborated upon with details of the romantic period, such as iron cresting and scrolled woodwork on 
the porches. Canted and projecting bays break up the flat planes of the surfaces of the facades. 

The historic integrity of the Lewis-Syford House is largely intacl. There is a historic addition to the rear of the property that 
provided a pantry/kitchen space and two additional rooms. Another addition provided an enclosed entrance into the 
kitchen area. More recently, a modern partition wall was created in the kitchenfpantry space that allowed room for a 
modern bathroom. Its setting and association are the aspects of integrity LhaL is most compromised in this case. The 
Lewis-Syford was only one of several houses from the same period that lined the east side of North 16lh Street. Those 
houses are long non-extant. replaced by sorority and fraternity houses. and a 1960s era church. All of its other aspects of 
integrity, location, materials, workmanship, design, and feeling are very much SLIIl intact. 

Archeological deposits may be present at this early house sile. Artifacts consistenL with domestic habiLation are present 
on the ground surface. However, no formal archeological investigations have been conducted and the nature of and the 
integrity of archeological deposits have not been evaluated. At this writing, whether or not these potential archeological 
deposits are likely to yield important information in history is unknown. Therefore, this properly is not nominated under 
Criterion 0 at this time. 
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DRAFT 

THIS DEED OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION RIGHT ("Easement") is made this __ day of 
2008, by and between the Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation ("Grantor") and the Ci'~tyC:O:;f;-Li=n=CO:-;ln::-,-' 
("Grantee"), 

WITNESSETH: 
WHEREAS the subject real estate is commonly known as the Lewis·Syford House at 700 North16th 

Street, more particulany described below; and 
WHEREAS, the real property is improved with a residence, garage and shed, hereinafter referred to as 

"Premises:" and 
WHEREAS, the Premises has been included in the National Register of Historic Places, a designation 

maintained by the U.S. Department of the Interior; and 
WHEREAS, the Premises has been designated a local landmark under ordinance of the City of Lincoln, 

Nebraska; and 
WHEREAS, the Premises.is significant in Nebraska architecture, history and CUlture; and 

WHEREAS, the Grantor is the owner in fee simple of real property and has the legal ability to grant this 
easement; and 

WHEREAS, the grant of this historic preservation easement by Grantor to Grantee on the real property 
referred to herein will assist in preserving and maintaining the Premises and its architectural, historical and 
cultural features; and 

WHEREAS, the Grantee has the legal ability to accept this easement by nature of its Home Rule Charter; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Nebrasl(a State Legislature has duly enacted the "Conservation and Preservation 
Easements Act," Nebraska Revised Statute 76-2,111 through 76-2,117, enabling a governmental body to hold 
preservation easements: and 

WHEREAS, to these ends, Grantor desires to grant to Grantee, and Grantee desires to accept this 
easement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration, 
receipt of which by Grantor is hereby acknowledged, Grantor does hereby grant and convey unto Grantee 
irrevocably an easement in gross and right in perpetuity, binding on all future owners in any subsequent deed or 
other legal instrument by which Grantor's fee simple title to the Premises or any other possessory interest in the 
Premises, or any part thereof, may be divested or conveyed. The real property is described as follows: 

Tuttle etal. Subdivision, L1 Little's Subdivision. 24-10-6, LotJ-K, W1J2 

which real property and appurtenances constitutes the Premises. In furtherance of this grant and conveyance, 
Grantor and Grantee further covenant and agree as follows: 

1. The exterior features of the Premises are documented at the time registered in the National Register of 
Historic Places. SUCh registration, dated July 3, 2007 is attached as Exhibit "A." Documentation of the 
Premises are those depicted in the photographs incorporated therein. Without the express written permission of 
the Grantee, its successors or assigns, signed by a duly authorized representative thereof, no construction, 
alteration, improvement, demolition or remodeling shall be undertal(en or permitted to be undertal(en on the 
Premises which would affect either the setting, exterior sur1aces herein described, or increase the height, or 
alter the exterior facade (including, without limitation, exterior walls, roofs and chimneys) or the appearance of 
the buildings located thereon, insofar as they are depicted in the photographs attached hereto and incorporated 
herein as Exhibit "A," or which would adversely affect the structural soundness of the Premises; provided, 
however, Ihat the reconstruction, repair, repainting or refinishing of presently existing parts or elements of the Jot 
and buildings subject to this historic preservation easement, damage to which has resulted from casualty loss, 
deterioration or wear and tear, shall be permitted, so long as such reconstruction, repair, repainting or 
refinishing is performed in a manner which would not alter the appearance of those elements of the lot or 
buildings subject 10 this historic preservation easement as they are as of this date. Grantors may restore to its 
original condition and appearance the exterior trim and woodwork, to the extent that the original condition and 
appearance can be determined. In all events, the Grantors agree to obtain the prior written consent of Grantee, 
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its successors or assigns, signed by a dUly authorized representative thereof. 

2. Without the express written permission of the Grantee, its successors or assigns, signed by a dUly
 
authorized representative thereof, no construction, alteration, improvement, demolition or remodeling shall be
 
undertaken or permitted to be undertaken which would affect its interior features documented at the time
 
registered in the National Register of Historic Places. The reconstruction, repair, repainting or refinishing of
 
presently existing parts or elements of the interior subject to this historic preservation easement, damage to
 
which has resulted from casualty loss, deterioration or wear and tear, shall be permitted, so long as such
 
reconstruction, repair, repainting or refinishing is per10rmed in a manner which would not alter the appearance
 
of those elements of the house subject to this historic preservation easement as they are as of this date.
 
Grantors may restore to its Original condition and appearance the interior trim and woodwork, to the extent that
 
the original condition and appearance can be determined. In all events, the Grantors agree to obtain the prior
 
written consent of Grantee, irs successors or assigns, signed by a duly authorized representative thereof.
 

3. Proposed restoration, alterations, construction, improvement, and landscaping will be reviewed by the 
Grantee's Historic Preservation Commission, as established by Chapter 27.57 of the Lincoln Municipal Code, as 
amended, for compliance with the "Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation" and "Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings: In the event of a conflict, hO"Never, this easement shall govern. 

4. Grantor agrees, at its own cost and expense, to undertake all normal maintenance and repairs and will et 
all times maintain the Premises in a good and sound state of repair and structural integrity. 

5. The Premises shall be used only according to appropriate zoning and special permit process(es) of City of 
Lincoln ordinance(s) and consistent with this Easement. 

6. The Premises shall not be SUbdivided, nor shall it ever be devised or conveyed except as a unit. 

7. No erection of new structures shall be permitted, except that in the event of damage resulting from 
casualty loss to an extent rendering repair or reconstruction of the existing improvements impracticable, erection 
of a new structure of comparable size, scale, materials, and setting shall be permitted. 

8. No utility transmission lines, except those required for the eXisting residence, garage and shed, may be 
created on the Premises. 

9. No dumping of ashes, sawdust. bark, trash, rubbish or any other unsightly or offensive materials which are 
visible from public roads or streets shall be permitted on the Premises. 

10. No topographical changes, inCluding but not limited to excavation, land leveling, and the cutting of trees 
greater than eight inches in diameter (except when dead or dangerously decayed), shall occur upon the 
property without written permission of the Grantee. 

11. Nothing may be erected on the Premises which would obscure the view from street level of any part of the 
facades shown in Exhibit A, except tor temporary structures, such as scaffolds needed to assist workmen, and 
except for vegetation of the quantity (with allowance tor managed growth) and type now on the Premises. 

12. Grantor hereby agrees that representatives and agents of Grantee shall be permitted at all reasonable 
times to inspect the Premises. Inspections will normally take place from the street; however, Grantor agrees that 
representatives of Grantee shall be permitted to enter and inspect the exterior and interior upon reasonable 
advance notice to Grantor. Inspection of the interior wili not, in the absence of evidence of noncompliance with 
any covenant or restriction herein, take place more often than annually. Inspection will be made at times 
mulually agreed upon by Grantor and Grantee, but Grantor covenants not to withhold unreasonably its consent 
in determining a date and time for inspection of the interior. 

13. In the event of a violation of any covenant or restriction herein, in addition to any remedies now or 
hereafter provided by law: 

(a) Grantee may, following reasonable notice to Grantor, institute a suit to enjoin by temporary restraining 
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order, preliminary injunction, and permanent injunction, such violation and to require Ihe restoration of the 
f=lremises to its condition prior to the actions which gave rise to the suit; or 
(b) Representatives of Grantee may enter upon the Premises, correct any such violation, hold Grantor 
responsible for the cost thereof, and such cost until repaid shall constilute a lien on the Premises.
 

Grantee shall also have available all legal and equitable remedies to enforce Grantor's obligations hereunder,
 
and in the event Grantor is found to have violated any of its obligations, Grantor shall reimburse Grantee for any
 
costs or expenses incurred in connection therewith, including court costs and architect's fees. The exercise by
 
Grantee of one remedy and the failure 10 exercise any remedy shaJl not have Ihe effect of waiving or limiting the
 
use of any other remedy or the use of such remedy at any other time.
 

14. Grantor agrees that restrictions contained in this instrument will be inserted, verbatim or by express 
reference, in any subsequent deed or other legal instrument by which Grantor's fee simple title to the Premises 
or any other possessory interest in the Premises, or any part thereof, is divested or conveyed. 

15. Grantee shall do and perform at its own cost all acts necessary to the prompt recording of this instrument 
among the land records of the County of Lancaster, State of Nebraska, in the Office of the Register of Deeds. 

16. This instrument is executed in five counterparts, each page of which (excluding exhibits) has been initialed 
by Grantor and Grantee for purposes of identification. In the event of any disparity between the counterparts 
produced, the recorded counterpart shall in all cases govern. Except as provided above, each counterpart shall 
constitute the agreement of the parties. Immediately after execution thereof, one counterpart shall be held by 
each of Grantor, Grantee, the preparer of this instrument, the Nebraska State Historical Society and one 
counterpart shall be recorded as provided above. 

17. Any rule of strict construction designed to limit the breadth of restrictions on alienation or use of property 
shall not apply in the construction or interpretation of this instrument and this instrument shall be interpreted 
broadly to affect the transfer of rights and the restrictions on use herein contained. 

18. This instrument shall extend to and be binding upon Grantor and all persons hereafter claiming under or 
through Grantor, and the word "Grantor" when used herein shall include all such persons, whether or not such 
persons have signed this instrument or then have an interest in the Premises. Anything contained herein to the 
contrary notwithstanding, a person shall have no obligation pursuant to this instrument where such person shall 
cease to have any interest (present, partial, contingent. coUateral or future) in the Premises by reason of a bona 
fide transfer for full value. Any right, title or interest herein granted to Grantee shaJJ be deemed granted to each 
successor and assign of Grantee and such following successor and assign thereof. 

19. Transfer of development rights shall not be exercisable on, above, or below the Premises during the term 
of this instrument. 

20. The following provisions shalf govem the effectiveness, interpretation and duration of this instrument. 
(a)	 This instrument is effective only after recording among the land records of the County of Lancaster, 

State of Nebraska, in the Office of the Register of Deeds. 
(b) Nothing contained in this instrument grants, nor shall be interpreted to grant- to the pUblic-any right to 

enler the Premises. 
(c)	 For purposes of furthering the preservation of the Premises and of furthering the other purposes of 

this instrument, and to meet changing conditions, Grantor and Grantee are free to amend the terms of 
this instrument by mutual COnsent in writing without notice 10 any other party, and such amendment 
shall become effective upon recording. 

21. Grantor shall pay immediately, when first due and owing, all general taxes, special taxes, special 
assessments, utility charges and other charges which may become a lien on the Premises. 

22. Grantor at its expense shall keep the Premises insured against casualty loss or damage and against 
liability for injury or damage to persons or property according to terms as may be reasonably required by 
Grantee. Grantee shall be named as an additional insured party under the liability policy. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, on the date first shown above, Grantor has caused this Deed of Historic 
Preservation Right to be executed, sealed and delivered; and Grantee has caused this instrument to be 
accepted, sealed and executed. 

Grantor 

Grantee 

STATE OF NEBRASKA 
SS 

COUNTY OF LANCASTER 

1, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that 

___--') personally known to me to be the same person(s) whose names sub6cribed to the foregoing 

instrument appeared before me this day in person, and severaJly acknowledged that as Grantor signed, sealed 

and delivered the said in6trument as a free and voluntary act, for the uses and purposes therein set forth. 

Given my hand and official seal, this __ day of , 2008. 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: 

STATE OF NEBRASKA ) 
) SS 

COUNTY OF LANCASTER ) 

I, the undersigned, a Notary Public appointed in Lancaster County tor the State of Nebraska, do hereby 

certify that ( ), personally known to me to be the same persons(s) whose names are 6ubscribed to 

the foregoing instrument appeared before me this day in person, and severally acknowledged that as Grantee 

signed, sealed and delivered the said instrument as a free and voluntary act, for the uses and purposes therein 

set forth. 

Given my hand and official seal this __ day of , 2008. 

Notary Public 

My commission expires: 
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