
City Council Introduction: Monday, May 5, 2008
Public Hearing: Monday, May 12, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. Bill No. 08R-105

FACTSHEET

TITLE: USE PERMIT NO. 05005A, requested by
Gregg Trautman, to reduce a portion of the front
yard setback on property generally located ½
block south of South 37th Street and O Street.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional
Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 03/12/08
Administrative Action: 03/12/08

RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval    (6-
0: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks,
Francis and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Larson and
Sunderman absent). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. This is a request to reduce a portion of the front yard setback from 25 feet to 15 feet to accommodate
a sign closer to the street, generally located ½ block south of South 37th Street and “O” Street. 

2. The staff recommendation of conditional approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3,
concluding that this minor yard adjustment should have minimal impact on the surrounding neighbors
because the majority of the yard will remain the same, but will allow the applicant to provide more
visible signage for his tenants and better parking directions for their clients. 

3. On April 23, 2008, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and
was opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak. 

4. On April 23, 2008, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 6-0
to recommend conditional approval, as set forth in the staff report dated April 7, 2008.  The conditions
of approval are found on p.4.  

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Preister DATE: April 28, 2008

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: April 28, 2008

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2008\UP.05005A
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 LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for April 23, 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

PROJECT #:  Use Permit No. 05005A

PROPOSAL: To reduce a portion of the front yard setback from 25 feet to 15 feet to
accommodate a sign closer to the street

LOCATION: ½ Block south of S. 37th Street and O Street

LAND AREA: Approximately .53 acres more or less

EXISTING ZONING: R-T Residential Transition District

CONCLUSION: The small scale of the proposed waiver suggests that this request be favorably
considered.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conditional Approval
Waivers/modifications: to reduce a portion of the front yard 

setback from 25 feet to 15 feet

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lots 18 & 19, Block 9, Young’s Hyland Park, located in the NE 1/4 of
Section 30-10-07, Lancaster County, NE

EXISTING LAND USE:  R-T Residential Transition District,  Office Building

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  
North: B-1 Local Business Office-building
South: R-4 Residential Single-family
East: R-4 Residential Single-family
West: R-4 Residential Single-family

HISTORY:
July, 25, 2005 City Council approved Resolution 18577 for change of zone #05043 from R-4

Residential to R-T Residential Transition District

June 22, 2005 Planning Commission approved Resolution # PC-00937 for Use Permit #05005
to allow for a 5,000 square foot office/ medical building in a residential area this
was contingent on the approval of change of zone #05043.
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January 22, 2003 Special Permit #1997 to operate an early childhood care facility on a portion
of Lots 18 and 19, Block 9, Young’s Hyland Park Addition was denied by the
Planning Commission.

January 22, 2003 Alley vacation #02020 to vacate the east 115' of the east-west alley from 35th

St. to 37th St. was denied by the Planning Commission.

February 1970 Special Permit #489 for a parking lot in a residential zone on a portion of Lot
19, Block 9, Young’s Hyland Park Addition was approved by the City Council.

October 13, 1969 Special Permit #480 for a parking lot in a residential district on a portion of Lots
9, 10 and 11, Block 2 Young’s Hyland Park Addition was approved by the City
Council.

This area was zoned B Two-family dwelling prior to the 1979 zoning update.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: This area is shown as Urban Residential
(19)

UTILITIES: Existing

TOPOGRAPHY:  The site has a very slight slope from east to west.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: S. 37th St. is a local street.

AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS: The proposed sign should not be intrusive to nearby residential
properties, due to its small size and proposed location.

ANALYSIS:

1. This approval permits the reduction of a portion of the front yard setback from 25 feet to 15
feet to accommodate a sign closer to the street as shown on the site plan.

2. This application would grant the reduction of a portion of the front yard setback from S. 37th

Street from 25 feet to 15 feet at the north side of the lot, in that portion of the front yard south
of the sanitary sewer easement and north of the northern most building line.  

3. The original use permit allowed for a 20 square foot illuminated ground sign with a maximum
height of 8 ft next to the building.  To better facilitate identification of the office building and
direction to the parking area the applicant requests to put the sign closer to S. 37th Street.
To do this a reduction of a portion of the front yard is necessary.  The applicant is asking for
the reduction in setback only in the area where the sign is intended to be placed.

4. This minor yard adjustment should have minimal impact on the surrounding neighbors
because the majority of the yard will remain the same, but will allow the applicant to provide
more visible signage for his tenants and better parking directions for their clients.
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:

Site Specific Conditions:

1. Upon approval of the use permit by the City Council, the developer shall cause to be
prepared and submitted to the Planning Department a revised and reproducible final plot
plan including 5 copies with all required revisions and documents as listed below before
receiving building:

Remove the language on the building showing an arrow and “20 S.F. Illuminated Ground
Sign, 8' Max Height”. 

Standard Conditions:

2. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

2.1 Before building permit all development and construction is to substantially comply with
the approved plans.

2.2 The physical location of all setbacks and yards, buildings, parking and circulation
elements, and similar matters must be in substantial compliance with the location of
said items as shown on the approved site plan.

2.3 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the permittee,
its successors and assigns.

2.4 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk within 60
days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however, said 60-day
period may be extended up to six months by administrative amendment.  The clerk
shall file a copy of the resolution approving the special permit and the letter of
acceptance with the Register of Deeds, filling fees therefor to be paid in advance by
the applicant.

3. The site plan as approved with this resolution voids and supersedes all previously approved
site plans, however all resolutions approving previous permits remain in force unless
specifically amended by this resolution.

Prepared by

Christy Eichorn
Planner

DATE: April 7, 2008
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APPLICANT /OWNER/CONTACT

Gregg Trautman
700 Lakewood Dr.
Lincoln, NE 68510
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USE PERMIT NO. 05005A

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: April 23, 2008

Members present: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis and Taylor; Larson and
Sunderman absent.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE
NO. 08005; COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE NO. 08006; COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
CONFORMANCE NO. 08007; CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 2938C; CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08015;
USE PERMIT NO. 80A; USE PERMIT NO. 05005A; SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 08019; ANNEXATION
NO. 07003, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 07060, WILDERNESS HEIGHTS PLANNED UNIT
DEVELOPMENT; and PRELIMINARY PLAT NO. 07004, WILDERNESS HEIGHTS.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Taylor moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Cornelius and carried 6-0: Gaylor
Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Larson and Sunderman absent.

Note: This is final action on Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08007, Use Permit No. 80A,
Special Permit No. 08019, and Preliminary Plat No. 07004, unless appealed to the City Council by
filing a letter of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.
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March 26, 2006 

Lincoln Planning Commission 
City of Lincoln/Lancaster County 
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE 66506 

The purpose of this letter is to request the Commission's approval to allow us 
to install signage at our new RT Zoned office building located at 127 South 
27th Street in Lincoln. We request the set-back for this property be modified 
from 25 feet to 15 feet and have attached six (6) copies of the architect's 
rendering showing the placement and size of our proposed sign. 

When we made the decision in 2006 to build a neighborhood office buiiding 
on the properties we owned at 125 & 135 South 37'h Street, we worked with 
the Witherbee Neighborhood Association to obtain not only their approval of 
the project but also to address their concerns and incorporate their 
suggestions. 

The change of zoning was approved by the Planning Commission and City 
Council. The office building is now complete and compiements the 
neighborhood very well. We have received numerous positive comments and 
compliments on the appearance of the building and how it is a big 
improvement over what previously existed on the property. 

One-half of the building is already leased and we hope to get the other half 
under lease soon. A concern of our tenant, potential tenants we have talked 
to and ours is signage. 

We believe approving the requested front yard setback for this sign would 
benefit current and future tenants. Neighborhood businesses are important 
to Lincoln and one of the ways to help these businesses grow and prosper is 
to be able to provide tasteful, unobtrusive, yet visible signage for their 
businesses. 

We respectively request approval for the instaliation of signage at 127 South 
37th Street. 

Sincerely, 

~~'A--';{'~ ...z;-.J 
~~'l'1~ 

Gregg & rautman 
Attachments \, 

',I ... ~'\ Ll:'._ ,'. i , .. " , 
l _ .'_ 009 



Memorandum
 

To: Christy Eichorn, Planning Department 

From: Charles W. Baker, Public Works and Utilities 

Subject: South 37th Street and "0" Street Use Permit #05005A 

Date: April 3, 2008 

cc: Randy Hoskins 

The City Engineer's Offiee ofthe Department ofPublie Works and Utilities has reviewed the South 
37th Street and "0" Street Use Permit #05005A to add • ground sign .t 127 South 37th Street 
requiring a set back reduction from 25' to 15'. Public Works has the following comments: 

..	 The proposed. sign location will be required to respect the sanitary sewer easement in the 
east -west alley. The site plan loeation of the sign placement is satisfactory pending 
approval of the set back reduction. 

UP05005A tdq.wpd 
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