
 

IN LIEU OF A 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 26, 2008

I. MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Reservations Due Friday for Mayor’s Arts Awards.
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler Joined by Lincoln Water System Officials and Water

Conservation Task Force News Conference. Thursday, May 22, 2008, at 10:00 am at
LWS’ Well House in Antelope Park, Northeast of the Auld Rec Center, 3140 Sumner.  

3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Announces Winners of Annual Water Conservation Art
Contest. 

4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Calls for Voluntary Water Conservation.
5. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln Water, Wastewater Utilities Rate High in National Survey. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. City Receives Two Awards for Workplace Safety. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Results Announced for Clean Your Files Week. 
8. Washington Report, May 16, 2008.

II. DIRECTORS

FINANCE/BUDGET DEPARTMENT
1. May Sales Tax Reports:

(a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
(b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2002-2003 Through 2007-

2008;
(c) Sales Tax Refunds 2002-2003 Through 2007-2008; and 
(d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2002-2003 Through 2007-2008. 

FINANCE/TREASURER’S OFFICE
1. Monthly City Cash Report for April, 2008.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Minutes of Special Public Hearing Before the Planning Commission on CIP/TIP Held May

14, 2008.
2. Reply to Susan Schultz Regarding Special Permit 08015.  

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Preliminary Plat No. 08004, Superior Crescent Addition. North 35th Street and Superior

Street. Resolution No. PC-01121.
2. Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08009. Permanent Conservation Easement. S.W.

12th Street and W. Denton Road. Resolution No. PC-01120. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
1. Memorandum from Greg MacLean, Public Works/Utilities Director. 2006 Crash Report

for the City of Lincoln, Nebraska. (Report Copies Distributed to Council Members. Copy
on File in City Council Office)  

III. CITY CLERK   
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IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE

V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Email from Shannon McGovern. Examples Given for Funding New Jail with Racing

Facility. 
2. Letter from Judy Halstead, Lincoln Action Program. Resignation of Executive Director

Sue Hinrichs. (Delivered to Council Members, 05/19/08, a.m., Prior to Meetings)    
3. InterLinc Correspondence from Kaylene Martin Regarding Before and After School, and

Other Programs, Being Eliminated.  
4. InterLinc Correspondence from George Buckner. Have Option of Receiving or Declining

to Receive Phone Books. 
  

VI.  ADJOURNMENT
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RESERVATIONS DUE FRIDAY FOR MAYOR’S ARTS AWARDS

Reservations are due Friday, May 23 for the 30th annual Mayor’s Arts Awards to be presented the evening of 
Tuesday, June 3, 2008 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.   The event is produced by the Lincoln Arts 
Council (LAC), and the presenting sponsor is Union Bank.

The event begins with a reception at 5:30 p.m., and the awards presentation will begin at 7 p.m. Tickets for the 
event are $50, and reservations are required.   Checks can be sent to LAC at 920 “O” Street, Lincoln, NE 
68508. More information is available by calling 434-ARTS (2787) or on the LAC Web site at 
www.artscene.org.

The honorees: 

The Mayor’s Arts Awards ceremony also will include a tribute to those members of the Lincoln arts community 
who have died since the last awards ceremony in June 2007.  Names may be submitted to LAC.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 20, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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El Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) at Sheldon, Mayor’s Choice
The Nebraska Repertory Theatre,  Arts Organization Award
Roger Bruhn,  Artistic Achievement Award for Visual Arts
Angel M. Geller and Benito Sanchez, Artistic Achievement Award for Youth
Becky Van de Bogart, Artistic Achievement Award for Performing Arts
John Scofield,  Gladys Lux Education Award 
Douglas Campbell, Heart of the Arts Award
Mike Seacrest, Halcyon Allsman Benefactor of the Arts Award
The Train, Outstanding Event Award
Paul A. Olson, Literary Heritage Award  
The Sawmill Building, Larry Enersen Urban Design Award
James M. Cook, Oliva Family “Arts for Kids”Award



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:   
FOR MORE INFORMATION:      

May 21, 2008
Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Chris Beutler will be joined by Lincoln Water System (LWS) officials, Lincoln Wastewater System
 (LWWS) officials and members of the Mayor’s Water Conservation Task Force at a news conference at
10 a.m. Thursday, May 22 at the LWS well house in Antelope Park, northeast of the Auld Rec Center,
3140 Sumner.

Topics will include:

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

In case of inclement weather, the news conference will be moved to the nearby park shelter
located south of the well house and north of the Veterans Memorial Garden.

Winners of the Mayor’s Water Conservation Task Force’s annual poster contest for
fifth-graders.

The status of the City’s water supply and conservation efforts as the summer approaches.

The results of a national effectiveness and efficiency survey in which both LWS and
LWWS participated.



MAYOR ANNOUNCES WINNERS OF ANNUAL
WATER CONSERVATION ART CONTEST

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced the winners of the annual water conservation busboard contest.  
Lincoln fifth-graders participated in the art contest, sponsored by the Mayor’s Water Conservation Task 
Force.  The winning entry was submitted by Jazmyn Coleman from Hawthorne Elementary School.  Her 
artwork will be displayed on two StarTran busboards for two months and on a billboard for one year.

“This contest is one of the ways the Water Conservation Task Force educates the community about the 
importance of protecting our natural resources,” said Mayor Beutler.  “Through this art project, the students 
learn what they can do to conserve water, lessons we hope they will share with the rest of their families.  
The busboards and billboard remind the public that we all have a role to play in water conservation.”

Second place was awarded to Jacob Hotovy, who is home schooled.  The third-place winner was Morgan 
Swope of Morley Elementary.  Honorable mention awards were presented to Dominic Nguyen, Hawthorne 
Elementary; Erik Pawlowski, Cavett Elementary; Tierra Beard, Kahoa Elementary; Travis Henninger, 
Holmes Elementary; Jeff Gabell, North American Martyrs Catholic School; Trenton Rohde, Cavett 
Elementary; and Austin Bretting, North American Martyrs Catholic School.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 22, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547
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MAYOR CALLS FOR VOLUNTARY WATER CONSERVATION

Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged Lincoln residents to voluntarily conserve outdoor water this summer 
by following the designated day schedule for outdoor watering.

“Fortunately, we are in good shape as we begin the season,” said Mayor Beutler.  “We’ve had good 
precipitation in the winter and spring, and temperatures have been slightly below normal.
The acquifer is full, and river flows are slightly above normal.  At the same time, we need to remember that 
conditions in other parts of the state impact our water supply.  People in western Nebraska especially need 
some good rains.”

Because summer weather is unpredictable, Beutler said its important to practice water conservation all 
summer.  The City instituted the designated day schedule five years ago.

Jerry Obrist, LWS Utilities Coordinator, said the use of designated days helps to level the daily usage of 
water throughout the week.  He also said the City’s water fees are structured to encourage conservation.  The 
more water you use, the higher the rate.  The price is $1.13 per unit for the first eight units (about 6,000 
gallons).  The price increases to $1.59 per unit for the next 15 units (11,250 gallons).  It increases again to 
$2.48 per unit for every 750 gallons above 15 units.  

A complete description of water rates and the City’s Water Management Plan are available on the City Web 
site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: water).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 22, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547
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Properties with street addresses ending in even numbers, including zero, are asked to voluntarily limit
outdoor water use (watering lawns and washing vehicles) to Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Properties with addresses ending in odd numbers are asked to voluntarily limit outdoor watering to
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.

Those property owners with more than one street address at the same location can choose either daily
schedule and notify the Lincoln Water System (LWS) of their decision.

Those with automatic lawn irrigation systems are encouraged to set them to follow the designated
watering days system.
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Water Conservation
May 22, 2008
Page Two

In addition to following the designated day system, the Mayor’s Water Conservation Task Force 
recommends that citizens:

water during the cool part of the day;

install a rain sensor device on automatic sprinklers;

not water when it is windy;

adjust sprinklers to water only the lawn, and not the sidewalk or street;

use a broom, not a hose and water, for outdoor cleaning; and

wash your car with a pail of soapy water, using the hose only to rinse the car.

More information on water conservation is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: conserve).



LINCOLN WATER, WASTEWATER UTILITIES
RATE HIGH IN NATIONAL SURVEY

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the Water and Wastewater divisions of the City Public Works and 
Utilities Department received high marks in a recent survey of 180 comparable utilities from around the 
nation.  Beutler said citizens can be proud of how well the utilities scored in the 2007 American Water 
Works Association/Water Environment Federation Benchmarking Survey.  

“Providing quality water and wastewater services is a priority for the health of our citizens and the growth 
of our City,” said Mayor Beutler.  “At the same time, residents expect these services to be provided at a 
reasonable cost.  The survey shows that our systems are both effective and efficient, and I commend the City 
staff who work hard every day to provide these services.”

Of the communities surveyed, the median cost for 10 units (7,500 gallons) of water as well as wastewater 
service was $53 per month.  In Lincoln, the cost was $29 per month.  Nick McElvain, Operations Support 
Manager for the Lincoln Water System (LWS), said the division’s own surveys of other local and regional 
communities also show Lincoln’s rates to be very competitive.

“It’s important to note that the size of the City’s water and wastewater systems has grown 25 to 30 percent 
in the last 12 years,” said Beutler.  “Our divisions have been able to manage the growth and maintain the 
systems without adding additional employees.”

One of the key efficiency categories measured in the survey was the number of customer accounts per 
employee.  LWS has 658 accounts per employee compared to the national median of 456.  The Lincoln 
Wastewater System (LWWS) has 766 accounts per employee, compared to a national median of  555. 
Lincoln has fewer employees per customer than two-thirds of the utilities surveyed.

“I’m pleased to see how efficient our utility operating divisions are,” said Public Works and Utilities 
Director Greg MacLean.  “Many communities are faced with the need to hold down their costs by delaying 
infrastructure renewal and rehabilitation projects.  That’s a short-sighted approach that can often result in 
‘pay me now or pay me later’ outcomes.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 22, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Lincoln scored in the top 10 to 15 percent on the benchmarks for infrastructure renewal and replacement.   
“Lincoln has done an excellent job of balancing the capital expenditures necessary to provide service to new 
growth areas of the community with the need for maintenance programs to replace aging infrastructure,” 
said MacLean.

The City of Lincoln owns and maintains more than 11.5 million feet (2,200 miles) of water and wastewater 
mains, some of which are more than 100 years old.  It would cost more than $12 billion to replace these 
facilities.  MacLean said Public Works is developing an asset management program using Lincoln’s 
geographic information system, which will be used to analyze and prioritize maintenance and replacement 
programs in the future.

The survey also highlighted a few areas for the City to improve, such as an increased focus on preventative 
maintenance and a greater emphasis on employee safety programs.

This is the first year the City has been included in the survey, but MacLean said LWS and LWWS will 
continue to participate on an on-going basis as an essential part of the department’s ongoing efforts to  
improve service.

More information on the benchmarking survey, LWS or LWWS is available on the City Web site at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: public works).   The public also can call LWS at 441-7571 or LWWS at 441-7961.



CITY RECEIVES TWO AWARDS FOR WORKPLACE SAFETY

The City of Lincoln recently received two awards in recognition of its outstanding workplace safety program:

“Safety is a win-win solution,” said Bill Kostner, Risk Manager for the City of Lincoln.  “It results in safe and 
healthy employees, who come to work and go home daily without being injured.  They know their employer 
cares about their welfare and are therefore more productive.  Everyone wins when you have a safe workplace.”

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT
Risk Management, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7671, fax 441-6800

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 19, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Bill Kostner, Risk Manager, 441-6009
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Bob Nemecek, Safety and Training Coordinator, 441-6010
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The City received an “Award of Honor with Distinction” from the National Safety Council, 
Greater Omaha Chapter May 15.  The award was presented for outstanding occupational 
health program results and achievement for 10 consecutive years.  The presentation was 
made at the Safety Council’s Safety and Health Summit in Omaha.

The City received a 2007 Peak Performance Award at the Nebraska Safety Council Conference 
and Exposition in Lincoln April 10.  The award was presented in recognition of the City’s 
outstanding record in the areas of injury prevention and safety policies and practices.



RESULTS ANNOUNCED FOR CLEAN YOUR FILES WEEK

The City Recycling Office reports that 23 businesses and organizations combined to recycle more than 58,000 
pounds of paper during Clean Your Files Week from April 20 through April 26.  The total represents an 
environmental savings of 496 trees, 87 cubic yards of landfill space and more than 204,000 gallons of water.  

In the nine years that the City of Lincoln has sponsored Clean Your Files Week, participating organizations 
have recycled close to 386,000 pounds of paper.  The event encourages organizations and individuals to 
support Earth Day by recycling office paper.  The effort benefits the citizens of Lincoln and the environment 
by conserving resources and reducing the amount of material entering the Bluff Road Landfill.

Clean Your Files Week is organized by Recycling at Work, a campaign of the National Office Paper 
Recycling Project, a public-private partnership managed by the U.S. Conference of Mayors, with assistance 
from Clean Your Files Week national sponsors.  Local sponsors include the City of Lincoln, Midland 
Recycling, the Lincoln Public Schools and WasteCap of Nebraska.

For more information on the City recycling program, contact the Recycling Hotline at 441-8215 or visit the 
City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle).

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 19, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043
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Lincoln East High School in the “schools” category.  East High students collected 3,225 pounds of paper
(more than two pounds of paper per student).

Pegler Sysco in the “private business” category.  Workers there collected 10,515 pounds of paper or
87 pounds of paper per employee.

The Lincoln Area Agency on Aging in the “local government” category.  Workers there collected
1,960 pounds of paper (51 pounds of paper per employee).

Ameritas Life Insurance Corporation, which collected the largest amount of paper of any organization
participating in the event.  Ameritas collected about 17,560 pounds of paper.  This is the fifth year that
they have recycled the most paper.

The top recycling organizations for Clean Your Files Week 2008 are:



 

BUDGET 
Tough road ahead for war supplemental.  
Both the House and Senate considered a FY 
2008 supplemental appropriations bill for 
overseas military operations this week, but 
competing versions in the House and Senate 
and the threat of a Presidential veto will make 
for difficult negotiations next week. 
 
House leaders used an unusual method of 
bringing the supplemental to the floor as three 
separate amendments.  The first amendment 
would provide $162.5 billion through the 
spring of 2009 to fund the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan; the second would provide a set 
of war policy provisions, including a goal to 
withdraw combat troops from Iraq by the end 
of 2009, and the third would include a 
program to expand educational benefits for 
veterans, extend unemployment benefits, and 
prevent implementat ion of Bush 
Administration Medicaid regulations. 
 
During floor debate, the House actually 
rejected the first amendment that provides 
funding for the war, by a vote of 141-149.  
Most House Republicans decided to vote 
“present” on the amendment to protest the 
Democrats’ handling of the bill, and so a 
majority of anti-war Democrats provided the 
votes to defeat the amendment.  The other 
two amendments were approved, mostly 
along party lines.  While the House GOP 
efforts clearly took House Democrats by 
surprise, the move was purely symbolic, as 
the Senate version of the supplemental is 
expected to include the war funding. 
 
In that regard, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee cleared its supplemental measure 
for floor consideration next week.  It includes 
a number of differences with the House bill, 
as Senators chose to add a number of 
unrelated policy and funding provisions to the 
measure.  Most notably, an amendment to add 

$1 billion to the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) was approved 
by the panel.  Other provisions of the Senate 
bill not in the House measure include: $490 
million in additional funds for the Justice 
Department Byrne State and Local Law 
Enforcement Assistance program; $451 
million for the Federal Highway 
Administration Emergency Relief Program; 
$275 million for food safety programs; $400 
million for rural schools, and $1.2 billion for 
federal science research initiatives. 
 
Congressional leadership had hoped to send a 
supplemental to the President prior to 
adjourning for their Memorial Day recess at 
the end of next week, but the differences in 
the bills might be too much to reconcile in 
that short time.  Further complicating matters 
is the threat by the President to veto any 
supplemental that includes non-military 
items. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Public safety collective bargaining measure 
still pending in the Senate.  Legislation (HR 
980) that would mandate that states and local 
governments allow collective bargaining for 
their police, fire, and emergency medical 
services employees appeared to be heading 
toward approval in the Senate this week when 
an unrelated amendment derailed the 
measure. 
 
Senate Republicans had been holding up 
consideration of the bill ever since the 
measure was easily approved by the House 
last summer, but the landscape changed 
earlier this week when 18 Republicans (many 
facing re-election in November) joined 
Democrats in voting to proceed with debate 
on the bill.  It had been believed that once the 
bill was brought up in the Senate it would be 
approved, as Senators would not want to vote 
against politically powerful police and fire 
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unions on an issue that they have identified 
as a priority this year.  Bill sponsors were 
also boosted by the presence of hundreds 
of police officers in Washington for 
National Police Week. 
 
However, bill sponsors were caught off-
guard on Wednesday with an amendment 
by Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC) that 
would provide an expansion of educational 
benefits to veterans.  Democrats prefer 
what they believe to be a more generous 
version of that bill sponsored by Senator 
James Webb (D-VA) and voted to table the 
Graham amendment, effectively defeating 
the proposal.  Presidential politics has also 
played a role in this high profile issue, as 
Senator Barack Obama (D-IL) has been 
critical recently of Senator John McCain’s 
(R-AZ) support of the “less generous” 
Graham bill. 
 
After tabling the Graham amendment, 
Senate leaders had hoped to hold a vote 
today to cut off debate on the collective 
bargaining bill and approve it, but it 
became clear late Thursday that there were 
not 60 votes necessary to cut off a 
Republican filibuster.  While no one has 
made public claims, it may be that 
Republicans opposed to the collective 
bargaining bill now believe that the defeat 
of the Graham amendment has provided 
them with sufficient political cover to 
oppose HR 980. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-
NV) reported on Thursday that bill 
sponsors were working on a compromise 
version of the HR 980 that could be 
considered next week. 
 
TAXES 
House committee approves legislation to 
extend expiring tax credits, create new 
energy tax breaks.  The House Ways and 
Means Committee approved legislation 
(HR 6042) this week that would provide 
one-year extensions for a number of 
popular tax credits that expired at the end 
of 2007, while also providing tax 
incentives to encourage use of, and 
investment in, alternative energy sources. 
 
 In keeping with House Democratic policy, 
the $57 billion legislation would be fully 
offset by a provision to prevent certain 
executives and hedge fund managers from 
deferring compensation by using offshore 
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arrangements, as well as language to 
delay implementation of rules that give 
multinational corporations more 
flexibility in how they allocate interest 
expenses.  The bill does not include a 
“patch” to prevent an additional 21 
million taxpayers from paying the 
alternative minimum tax (AMT) in 2008. 
 
Among the popular “extenders” in the 
bill are the research and development tax 
credit; the deduction for state sales taxes 
in states with no income tax, the 
deduction for qualified educational 
expenses, and the tax credit for 
expensing Brownfields remediation 
costs.  The measure would also expand 
the child care tax credit for some low-
income families in 2008. 
 
The energy provisions in the bill include 
a new category of tax credit bonds to 
finance state and local programs 
designed to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; $2 billion in new clean 
renewable energy bonds (CREB) for the 
financing of facilities that generate 
renewable energy; an extension of the 
renewable energy production tax credit, 
and tax credits for the purchase of plug-
in vehicles, home and business energy 
efficiency measures, and green building 
and sustainable design. 
 
The extenders and energy tax package 
have been considered in both the House 
and Senate on various occasions over the 
last few months, but have not become 
law as they have been caught up in 
disagreements over how to handle the 
AMT patch and the proposed offsets.  
HR 6042 is expected to be considered on 
the House floor next week. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
House panel clears public transit 
measure.  The House Transportation and 
Infrastructure (T&I) Committee 
approved the Saving Energy Through 
Public Transportation Act of 2008 (HR 
6052) by voice vote this week.  The bill 
would authorize $1.7 billion over two 
years for grants to public transit 
agencies, if the agencies agree to use the 
funds for fare reductions or the 
expansion of services. 
 
According to the American Public 
Transit Association (APTA), transit 

ridership nationally has reached 10.3 
billion trips in 2007, a 32 percent 
increase from 1995, amounting to almost 
4 million gallons of gasoline saved per 
day.  APTA also estimates that 
households can save an average of 
$6,251 per year by choosing public 
transit over an automobile.  T&I 
Committee Chairman James Oberstar 
had these statistics in mind when he 
introduced HR 6052 as a tool to address 
the steep increases in gasoline prices. 
 
The bill would authorize an additional 
$750 million annually in FY 2008 and 
FY 2009 for the urbanized area formula 
grant program at the Federal Transit 
Administration and $100 million each 
year for the rural transit formula 
program.  While the funds would be 
distributed using the current formulas for 
the programs, use of the funds would be 
restricted to efforts that would result in 
either reduced fares for riders or 
increased transit services.  In addition, 
no local match would be required. 
 
The bill would also increase the federal 
share of the cost of clean fuel and 
alternative fuel transit projects from 90 
percent to 100 percent; extend the transit 
benefits enjoyed by federal employees in 
the Washington, DC area to all federal 
employees throughout the United States, 
and increase the federal share for 
parking garage structures at the end of 
fixed guideway lines to 100 percent. 
 
HR 6052 does not provide for any 
revenue offsetting the spending in the 
bill, and thus runs afoul of the fiscally 
conservative Blue Dog Democrats in the 
House.  While it is possible the bill 
could be called up for consideration by 
the full House at any time, its future 
remains very doubtful for this year. 
 
WATER & WASTEWATER 
House panel approves three water and 
wastewater bills.  The House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee voted this week to send three 
water-related bills to the House floor. 
 
HR 2452 would require all wastewater 
utilities to monitor and report the 
occurrence of raw sewage spills. Dubbed 
the Raw Sewage Community Right to 
Know Act, the bill would require all 



 

publicly-owned wastewater utilities to 
implement and use a technology to monitor 
the occurrence of sanitary and combined 
sewer overflows.  The bill would further 
require that all publicly-owned wastewater 
utilities must: 
 
• Notify the public within 24 hours of 

an overflow; 
 
• Immediately notify public health 

authorities of an overflow; 
 
• Report the overflow to the 

Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) or its state counterpart within 
24 hours; 

 
• Report to EPA or its state counterpart 

within 5 days on the magnitude, 
duration and suspected cause of the 
overflow, the steps being taken or 
planned to reduce, eliminate and 
prevent a recurrence of the overflow 
and the steps being taken or planned to 
mitigate the impact of the overflow; 

 
• Report all overflows to the EPA or its 

state equivalent in its monthly 
discharge monitoring report, and 

 
• Provide a yearly report to EPA or its 

state equivalent detailing the location, 
duration and volume of each overflow 
occurring in the previous year and the 
responses that the wastewater utility 
has taken or is planning to mitigate 
and prevent future overflows at each 
reported overflow site. 

 
The bill would also authorize the use of the 
Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund to 
purchase and install sanitary and combined 
sewer overflow monitoring systems and to 
cover the cost of monitoring and reporting 
those overflows. 
 
HR 135 would establish the 21st Century 
Water Commission charged with studying 
and reporting on the nation’s 50-year water 
needs and how to meet them.  The 
President would appoint five members of 
the Commission and the Speaker of the 
House and the Senate Majority Leader 
would appoint another two each.  The bill 
would require the Commission to provide 
the President and Congress a report on its 
progress every six months and to issue a 
final report within three years. 
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HR 5770 would authorize $1.5 million 
for the National Academy of Sciences to 
complete a study on the impact of 
climate change on watersheds, water 
supply and water quality. 
 
All three bills now head to the House 
floor, though the House will probably 
not consider then until after the 
Memorial Day recess.  The Senate has 
yet to take action on any similar bills. 
 
UPDATES 
Congress completes action on farm bill; 
Senate sends flood-insurance bill to 
conference; Senate negotiations continue 
on housing bill.  Congress took action 
this week on several items covered in 
previous issues of the Washington 
Report. 
 
Farm Bill 
The House and Senate both voted to 
send the President a $300 billion, five-
year bill (HR 2419) to reauthorize 
agriculture, rural development and 
nutrition programs.  The House and 
Senate approved the bill by votes of 318-
106 and 81-15, respectively.  Both 
margins are more than sufficient to 
override President Bush’s expected veto 
of the bill.  (See the May 9 Washington 
Report for details on HR 2419.) 
 
Flood Insurance 
The Senate voted 92-6 to send 
legislation (HR 3121) to reauthorize the 
National Flood Insurance Program to a 
House-Senate Conference Committee.  
Like the House-passed version of the 
bill, the Senate-passed version would 
forgive a $17.5 billion debt the flood 
insurance program owed to the federal 
treasury.  Unlike the House-passed bill, 
the Senate measure would not expand 
the program to cover wind damage.  The 
bill would also authorize $2 billion to 
update flood maps.  (See the May 9 
Washington Report for details on HR 
3121.) 
 
Housing/Foreclosure 
Senators Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and 
Richard Shelby (R-AL), the Chairman 
and Ranking Member of the Senate 
Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 
Committee, continued negotiations this 
week on legislation to overhaul the 
regulation of Fannie Mae and Freddie 

Mac and on the Senate response to the 
House-passed comprehensive housing 
and foreclosure prevention bill (HR 
3221).  (See the April 11, April 25, May 
2 and May 9 issues of the Washington 
Report for details on HR 3221 and other 
housing bills.) 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Justice 
The U.S. Department of Justice Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services 
(COPS) is accepting applications for the 
Secure Our Schools (SOS) grant 
program.  Funds are available to help 
law enforcement agencies work to 
improve security in schools.  Awards can 
be used to purchase security equipment, 
to perform security assessments, to 
conduct training for staff and students, or 
to improve communication methods 
between local law enforcement agencies 
and schools.  There is a 50 percent local 
match requirement and approximately 
$13 million is available for this 
competitive program.  Applications are 
due June 13, 2008.  For more 
information, please see: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?I
tem=240#sos. 
 
Department of Justice  
The U.S. Department of Justice 
Programs (OJP) Bureau of Justice 
Assistance (BJA) is accepting 
applications for the FY 2008 Edward 
Byrne Memorial Competitive Grant 
Program:  National Initiatives.  The five 
major categories for applications are 
Preventing Crime and Drug Abuse, 
Enhancing Local Law Enforcement, 
Enhancing Local Courts, Enhancing 
Local Corrections and Offender Reentry, 
and Facilitating Justice Information 
Sharing.  There is $15 million available 
for this program.  Applications are due 
June 11, 2008.  For more information, 
please see: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/08
ByrneCompSol.pdf. 
 
Department of Justice 
The U.S. Department of Justice Office of 
Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) is accepting applications for the 
FY 2008 Gang Prevention Coordination 
Assistance Program grants.  The purpose 
of this program is to increase and 



 

improve coordination between federal, 
state, and local resources.  Funding will be 
provided for communities to implement 
anti-gang strategies such as primary 
prevention, secondary prevention, gang 
enforcement, and gang intervention.   
There is $2.4 million available, 12 
expected awards, and a maximum of 
$200,000 per award.  There is no required 
cost share or match.  Applications are due 
June 13, 2008.  For more information, 
please see: 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/F
Y2008/Gang.pdf. 
 
Department of Justice  
DOJ is accepting applications for the Weed 
and Seed Community Program for FY 
2009.  The initial focus (“Weed”) looks to 
control crime by involving law 
enforcement and community policing.  The 
“Seed” part focuses on community 
revitalization involving prevention, 
intervent ion,  and neighborhood 
restoration.  Eligible communities must 
have a persistently high level of serious 
violent crime and have not previously been 
approved for a Weed and Seed site.  The 
DOJ will award applicants up to $1 million 
over a 5-year period. A 25 percent non-
federal match is required of all recipients.  
All final applications are due September 9, 
2008.  For more detailed information, 
please see: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ccdo/funding/CC
DO_FY09_WeedandSeedCompetitiveSoli
citation.pdf.   
 
Department of Homeland Security 
DHS will begin accepting applications, 
May 27, 2008 for the Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response 
(SAFER) grant program.  DHS will award 
funding to assist with fire department 
staffing and deployment capabilities.  
SAFER provides funding for two types of 
activities:  hiring firefighters and the 
recruitment and retention of volunteer 
firefighters.  Priority will be given to 
a p p l i c a n t s  w i t h  a  f o r m a l 
recruitment/retention plan, a plan to meet 
staffing standards, and/or a plan that has 
regional impact.  This year there is 
approximately $190 million available for 
allocation and there is no local match 
required.  The deadline for all applications 
is June 27, 2008. 
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/docs/200
8SAFERguidance.pdf 
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             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2007-08 2007-08 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 06-07 FR. 06-07
SEPTEMBER $4,547,456 $4,521,738 ($25,718) ($24,509) -0.54%

OCTOBER $4,747,528 $4,973,261 $225,733 $427,436 9.40%
NOVEMBER $4,747,528 $4,659,859 ($87,669) $5,261 0.11%
DECEMBER $4,418,533 $4,723,609 $305,076 $453,288 10.61%
JANUARY $4,529,683 $4,590,789 $61,106 $120,442 2.69%

FEBRUARY $5,752,343 $5,106,677 ($645,666) ($559,857) -9.88%
MARCH $4,189,288 $4,096,136 ($93,152) $104,635 2.62%
APRIL $3,978,102 $4,118,712 $140,610 $230,614 5.93%
MAY $4,617,219 $4,730,837 $113,618 $216,569 4.80%
JUNE $4,478,281
JULY $4,539,414

AUGUST $4,845,078

TOTAL $55,390,453 $41,521,619 ($6,061) $973,879 3.46%

 
Actual collections through the first nine months of the fiscal year are .015%
below projected collections.



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,239,938 $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 -0.39% $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84%

OCTOBER $4,464,191 $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 2.48% $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22%

NOVEMBER $4,407,744 $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 2.38% $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44%

DECEMBER $4,034,958 $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 0.25% $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92%

JANUARY $4,046,633 $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 1.85% $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37%

FEBRUARY $5,224,986 $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 -4.75% $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62%

MARCH $4,076,943 $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 2.14% $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18%

APRIL $3,711,803 $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 -2.61% $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19%

MAY $4,184,028 $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 -3.95% $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,169,550 $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 -0.40% $4,664,470 2.75%

JULY $4,105,554 $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 3.00% $4,772,617 2.53%

AUGUST $4,402,156 $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 3.91% $4,887,329 -2.09%

TOTAL $51,068,484 $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 0.20% $56,302,764 0.77% $42,853,101 2.08%#DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($48,531) ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) -66.19% ($90,282) 230.10%

OCTOBER ($64,605) ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) -53.55% ($79,688) -52.19%

NOVEMBER ($134,088) ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) -97.77% ($158,855) 3993.08%

DECEMBER ($177,459) ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) 2676.56% ($29,848) -82.99%

JANUARY ($306,467) ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) -68.75% ($26,308) -68.79%

FEBRUARY ($61,404) ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) 345.70% ($489,939) 49.77%

MARCH ($17,601) ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) -19.47% ($325,269) 143.51%

APRIL ($281,861) ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) -33.59% ($108,764) -16.73%

MAY ($275,081) ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) 129.13% ($22,529) -94.10%

JUNE ($138,914) ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) 1222.34% ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($563,339) ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) 294.58%

AUGUST ($341,868) ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) 887.17%

TOTAL ($2,411,218) ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) 46.07% ($1,467,792) -9.22%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,191,407 $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 0.82% $4,546,247 -0.07% $4,521,738 -0.54%

OCTOBER $4,399,587 $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 -1.69% $4,545,825 1.82% $4,973,261 9.40%

NOVEMBER $4,273,655 $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 0.85% $4,654,599 0.63% $4,659,859 0.11%

DECEMBER $3,857,499 $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 7.91% $4,270,321 -5.21% $4,723,609 10.61%

JANUARY $3,740,166 $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 0.75% $4,470,347 9.75% $4,590,789 2.69%

FEBRUARY $5,163,582 $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 0.56% $5,666,534 -1.01% $5,106,677 -9.88%

MARCH $4,059,342 $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 0.55% $3,991,501 -2.22% $4,096,136 2.62%

APRIL $3,429,942 $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 -5.80% $3,888,098 2.47% $4,118,712 5.93%

MAY $3,908,947 $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 -5.02% $4,514,268 3.14% $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,030,637 $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 0.06% $4,478,219 -1.05%

JULY $3,542,215 $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 5.95% $4,616,793 0.03%

AUGUST $4,060,288 $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 5.98% $4,317,734 -12.49%

TOTAL $48,657,267 $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 0.91% $53,960,485 -0.57% $41,521,619 2.40%
Year to date vs.
previous year

Page 3













































Jean L Preister/Notes

05/21/2008 08:16 AM

To Susan Schultz <sschultz50@windstream.net>

cc Marvin S Krout/Notes@Notes, Michael V 
Dekalb/Notes@Notes, Lyle@espeng.com, 
pkatt@baylorevnen.com, CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes, Joan 

bcc

Subject Re: Special permit 08015

Dear Ms. Schultz:

Thank you for submitting your comments, which have now become part of the record on this application.  
A copy is being provided to the City Council Members for their consideration.  On May19th, the City 
Council placed this application on their pending list, with no specific date for bringing it back onto the 
agenda.  I am also providing a copy of your comments to the applicant.  

The staff is scheduled to meet with various stakeholders and interested parties regarding soil mining 
policies on Thursday, May 29th, beginning at 3:00 p.m. in Room 206 of the County-City Building.  

--Jean Preister, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365

Susan Schultz <sschultz50@windstream.net>

Susan Schultz 
<sschultz50@windstream.net
> 

05/20/2008 11:07 PM

To plan@lincoln.ne.gov

cc

Subject Special permit 08015

To whom it may concern,

I have visited with Mike DeKalb about the proposed permit over the phone 
as well as members of the Emerald SID. I am very opposed to this without 
extensive research being conducted on the effect of moving that much 
dirt on the ground water, highway safety, and air pollution. I believe 
that there would also be some health issues with that much dust in the 
air, also trucks in and out of that drive, that will be very dangerous 
for drivers of Hwy 6. That area was very dangerous for a tractor getting 
in and out years ago. I plan on attending the next meeting on May 29th, 
Rm 206 at 3pm. Please contact me if the time and date differ. I will 
also be speaking for myself as well as Donald Piening who owns land just 
to the west of me.

Susan Schultz
7300 W. O St
Lincoln, Ne 68528
Ph. 742-6044

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



































SW McGovern 
<midwestminichoppers@hotm
ail.com> 

05/18/2008 04:21 PM

To <carolserv@hotmail.com>, "CBeattie@lancaster.ne.gov" 
<cbeattie@lancaster.ne.gov>, city government 
<mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov>, <commish@lancaster.ne.gov>, 

cc

bcc

Subject Funding New Jail

How to fund Lancaster County projects with tourism dollars. 
Example #1:
 
Bruton Smith's new 60 million dollar drag racing facility next to Lowes Motor Speeday which is 
also next to Concord Mills Shopping Mall, one of the largest shopping Malls in the Carolina's.
 
Note the first photo with a housing subdivision adjacent to the proposed track that was just 
approved. A National event is scheduled for this coming September.
 
The sound that people hear from these types of facilities a few times out of the year. Is the sound 
of Money rolling into there community and they love it!
 
http://www.nhra.com/content/news/28943.htm





WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/21/2008 09:52 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Kaylene Martin
Address:  401 South 84th
City:     Lincoln, NE 68510

Phone:    4024886388
Fax:
Email:    lenkay1@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
I am very unhappy to see the mayor wants to take away the before and after 
school and other programs. This is a big mistake. Why are we punishing the 
children of our city who happen to be  low income. This is going to promote 
latch key children and create problems which are needless. Why not find other 
areas to eliminate rather than the ones that provide for the children of our 
great city. It seems to me that whenever money is an issue the low and middle 
income people suffer the most.  These people are working to provide for their 
children and need the resources to help give their children a good start in 
life.
Thank you for your attention to my concern.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

05/22/2008 01:19 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     George Buckner
Address:  3468 NEERPARK DRIVE
City:     Lincoln, NE  68506-4527

Phone:    402-430-4228
Fax:
Email:    george.buckner.hjyt@statefarm.com

Comment or Question:
My thoughts on all of the telephone books that are placed onto city residents 
doorsteps.  It is my opinion that there should be a city law created that 
allows a resident to 'opt' out of having several (unwanted and unneeded) 
telephone books placed on our doorsteps each year.  I should have the option 
of requesting or declining receiving this book.  Since they wish to decline my 
request to have my name included in their book (I only have a cell phone and 
since I do not have a 'land' line, they will not add my name to the listing.  
If they can decline my request to be included, why do I not have the right to 
decline their unwanted services??


