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FACTSHEET
TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08034, requested
by the Director of Planning, to amend Title 27 of
the Lincoln Municipal Code (the Zoning
Ordinance) relating to Sign Code Definitions by
amending the definition of a pole sign.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.  

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 07/02/08
Administrative Action: 07/02/08

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Carroll,
Cornelius, Esseks, Taylor, Larson, Partington,
Sunderman and Francis voting ‘yes’; Gaylor Baird
absent).
 

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. This a request by the Director of Planning to amend Section 27.69.020 of the Lincoln Municipal Code
relating to Sign Code Definitions by amending the definition of pole sign to delete the requirement
that the bottom edge of the sign face must be ten feet or more above grade, and to delete the
reference that a pylon sign is a pole sign.

2. The new definition of a pole sign will read simply, “a sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or
other support”.  Any freestanding sign exceeding the 10 feet height limit of a ground sign now will
qualify as a pole sign. 

3. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3, concluding
that the proposed text change will offer additional flexibility to sign contractors and business owners
in determining where best to place sign copy while maintaining the same maximum height and area
requirements provided for in each zoning district.  Specifically, the amendment would allow for the
installation of a statue of a billiards player on the site of a bowling and billiards facility that exceeds
10 feet in height, but whose “message” would be less than 10 feet above grade, and therefore does
not fit the current definition of pole sign or ground sign.  

4. On July 2, 2008, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and
was opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.  

5. On July 2, 2008, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend approval (Gaylor Baird absent).
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for July 2, 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No.08034

PROPOSAL: To revise the definition of pole sign to remove the minimum 10ft high copy
requirement.

LOCATION: Chapter 27.69.020 definition of a pole sign.

CONCLUSION: This text change will offer additional flexibility to sign contractors and business
owners in determining where best to place sign copy while maintaining the
same maximum height and area requirements provided for in each zoning
district.  

RECOMMENDATION: Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

HISTORY:  The following are text changes to Chapter 27.69.020 Definitions since the 1979 zoning
update:

December 4, 2006 CHANGE OF ZONE 06059 - Amending section 27.69.020 to add definitions
for the terms animation, dissolve, fade, nit and scroll and to revise the
definitions of the terms changeable copy sign, flashing/blinking/pulsating sign,
and illuminated . Ordinance #18857 

February 13, 1995 CHANGE OF ZONE 2863 - to amend chapter 27.69 regulating the types, size
and location of permissible signs within various zoning districts including
redefining ground and pole signs. Ordinance # 16735

August 3/1992  CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 2695 - to clarify the code as it relates to roof signs.
Ordinance # 16180

April 11, 1992 CHANGE OF ZONE 2677 - to increase the defined limit of a wall sign.
Ordinance # 16109

October 2, 1989  CHANGE OF ZONE 2491 - to clarify the definition of a wall sign. Ordinance
# 15308

July 27, 1989 CHANGE OF ZONE 2478 -Amending the definition of a marque sign. Ordinance #
15223



-3-

March 9, 1987 CHANGE OF ZONE 2282 and 2284 - to clarify language affecting temporary political
signs. Ordinance # 14539 as amended by Ordinance #14613

March 26, 1984 CHANGE OF ZONE  2041 - to allow flags in any commercial or industrial district in
lieu of a pole sign. Ordinance # 13668 as amended by Ordinance # 13790

ANALYSIS:

1. The current definitions for pole and ground signs are:
GROUND SIGN shall mean a sign, other than a pole sign, in which the entire bottom of the
sign is in contact with or is close to the ground and is independent of any other structure, and
the top edge of the sign is ten feet or less above grade.

POLE SIGN shall mean a sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or other support so that
the bottom edge of the sign face is ten feet or more above grade. A pylon sign shall also be
considered as a pole sign.

2. Strict application of these definitions prohibits any sign taller than 10 feet in height to have
any sign copy lower than 10 feet.  

3. Each zoning district has height and area restrictions.  This text change does not have an
impact on those restrictions.  It simply allows the sign owner to have more flexibility in where
they place the copy on the sign.  It is our intent to simplify the Ordinance, as part of a more
comprehensive set of sign amendments in the future, by eliminating the terms “ground” sign
and “pole” sign.

4. The new definition of a pole sign will read “a sign that is mounted on a freestanding pole or other
support.”  The language about the pylon sign was also removed because it was redundant.
The definition of a pylon sign says that a pylon sign is a pole sign.

5. Staff began examining the definition of a pole sign after it was brought to our attention that
there is a statue that a business owner would like to put on his property.  The fact that the
statue is a sign is not being disputed.  The statue must be classified as either a pole sign or
a ground sign by the current ordinance.  It is too tall to be classified as a ground sign, and
does not meet the requirement in the definition of a pole sign that the bottom of the message
be at least 10 feet.  This particular sign will still be required to meet all other requirements
of the sign ordinance including being spaced a minimum of 50 feet from any other pole or
ground sign along street frontage as required by the zoning district it is located in.

6. The problem of undefined signs also arose with the proposed signage in the redevelopment
area at the south east corner of S. 48th Street and O Street.  A special sign district was
required in that instance to allow for ground signs taller than 10 feet but had bases shorter
than 10 feet, which staff considered an attractive alternative to the standard pole signs.



-4-

Prepared by:

Christy Eichorn
Planner

DATE: June 19, 2008

APPLICANT: Planning Director
City of Lincoln Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08034

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: July 2, 2008

Members present: Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman  and Taylor;
Gaylor Baird absent.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08028, CHANGE
OF ZONE NO.  08029, CHANGE OF ZONE NO.  08034, SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 1624A, SPECIAL
PERMIT NO. 1658A AND SPECIAL PERMIT NO.  08026.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Larson moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Sunderman and carried 8-0:  Carroll,
Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Gaylor Baird
absent.

Note: This is final action on Special Permit No. 1624A, Special Permit No. 1658A and Special
Permit No. 08026, unless appealed to the City Council by filing a letter of appeal with the City Clerk
within 14 days of the action by Planning Commission.
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