
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 28, 2008

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Presents June Award of Excellence to Joyce Kubicek of

Lincoln Area Agency on Aging. 
*2. Letter to Mayor Beutler from People First of Lincoln Explaining How Housing Unit

Built
for Individuals with Mobility Issues with Bus Stop in Front of Unit. Concerned with
StarTran Transition to New Routes. 

*3. Memo from Trish Owen, Aide to the Mayor, with Documentation for Agenda Items #10
and #11.
3b. Lower Platte South Natural Resources District Public Hearing on Acquisition of

Private Property (Easements) for Construction, Operation and Maintenance of
Stream Stability Measures, Known as Deadmans Run CIP Project #5. 

*4. NEWS RELEASE. Turn Lanes at 10th and Van Dorn to Open Wednesday. 
*5. Washington Report, July 11, 2008.
Received Week of July 28, 2008
  1. NEWS RELEASE. Grant provides fire safety training for blind and visually impaired

citizens.
  2. NEWS RELEASE. City Council proposes changes to Mayor’s recommended budget.
  3. NEWS RELEASE. Urban Search and Rescue Team deploys to San Antonio. 
  4. NEWS RELEASE. Construction begins on Mopac Trail Bridge.
  5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Thursday, July 24,

2008, at the Rail Joiner sculpture at the Justice and Law Center, 575 So. 10th Street to
announce plans for City’s celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday. (Delivered to
Council Members on 07/23/08)  

  6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces four-day festival to celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s
200th birthday. 

 
II. DIRECTORS

CITY ATTORNEY
*1. Letter from City Attorney, John Hendry, on Utilizing Funds Other Than, or in Addition

to, the General Fund for the Law Department. (Letter distributed to Council Members on
Tuesday, July 15, 2008) 

Received Week of July 28, 2008
 1. Minutes of Executive Session regarding labor negotiations on Monday, July 18, 2008.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. NEWS RELEASE. West Nile Virus found in Mosquitoes in Lancaster County.
Received Week of July 28, 2008
  1a. Health Department Determines Lincoln’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions.

  1b. Graph of Greenhouse Gas (CO2) Air Pollution Emissions by Sector, 2005 and 1990. 
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LIBRARY
*1. Correspondence from Carol Conner, Director, on Proposed Library Public Service

Hours.
a) Special Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at Bennett Martin

Library.
b) Public Notice of Public Service Hours, and Proposed Public Service Hours,  at

Lincoln City Libraries.    

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Waterford Estates 2nd Addition. Final Plat #07080, Generally Located at North 98th Street

and “O” Street.
*2. Memorandum of Understanding Between the City and the Lancaster County Agricultural

Society. Bill #08R-160. 
Received Week of July 28, 2008
 1. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission Agenda for July 24, 2008.
 2. City Board of Zoning Appeals cancellation of July, 2008 meeting. 
 3. Minutes of Pre-Council on Monday, July 14, 2008. Downtown/Antelope Valley Design

Standards.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION
*1. Action by Planning Commission, July 16, 2008.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
Received Week of July 28, 2008
 1. Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08014. Permanent Conservation Easement, North

27th Street and I-80. Resolution No. PC-01129.
 2. Special Permit No. 08031. Off-sale alcohol, 21st and K Streets, U-Stop convenience

store. Resolution No. PC-01131. 
 3. Special Permit No. 08029. Expansion of nonstandard single-family dwelling, 5750

Stockwell. Resolution No. PC-01130.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
        *1. ADVISORY. Sidewalk Curb Ramp Advisory. 

a. Map of Recommended One-Way Pick-Up and Drop-Off. 
Received Week of July 28, 2008
 1. ADVISORY. Water main replacement project #700308, 58th Street; Havelock Avenue -  

 Kearney Avenue

PUBLIC WORKS/STAR TRAN
Received Week of July 28, 2008
1. Memo from Beatty Brasch, Vice Chair, StarTran Advisory Board. Recommendations,

Mayor’s Proposed F.Y. 2008-09 Budget, with attachments. 
2. StarTran Advisory Board Actions

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/ HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 08002. Capitol Parkway at South 21st Street. 
2. Street and Alley Vacation No. 08003. North/South Alley north of Seward Avenue

between North 60th and North 61st Streets. 
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III. CITY CLERK

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

JON CAMP 
 1. Request to Jim Weverka, Animal Control - RE: Pit bulls outlawed in Lincoln.
 (RFI#89-07/09/08) Reply from Bruce Dart, Health Department with community

comparison data from Jim Weverka, Animal Control. (07/18/08 sent to Council
Members)  

*2. Email to Denise Pearce, Aide to the Mayor, after receipt of cover memo on homeowners
stimulus plan.  

*3. Email from Eugene R. Schiltz. Opposed to StarTran Proposal for Reduction of Hours of
Operation.

DAN MARVIN
*1. Email from Niki Svik. Concerns on Budget, Closing Elementary School CLC’s. Evaluate

Whether to Build Convention Center and Arena In This Time of Rising Financial Costs.
Young Families Think of Moving Away from Lincoln.   

V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Wilbur Dasenbrock. Appreciates Dedication and Effort. Work Together in

the Best Interest of the People of Lincoln.
*2. Email from Michael M. Bartels. Unhappy with Proposed Reduction of Branch Library

Hours. 
*3. Email from Fred Marks. LES Rate Increases. If Absolutely Necessary Lighten Burden on

Older Citizens, People on Disability, Disabled Veterans, Low Income Individuals and
Families. LES Needs to be More Creative in Solving the Electricity Problem. 

*4. Email from Mark Hupf. Citizens Depend on Bus Service, Do Not Cut Hours Between
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

*5. Email from Rachel West. Do Not Reduce Lincoln City Libraries’ Hours of Operations.
Recommended Reading of Libraries and Democracy. 

*6. Email from Jeanette Fanmeyer. Concern Over Bowling Lake. In Plan and Do Not Skip
Over Again. Unnecessary Waste Needs to Stop Now.   

*7. Email from Jodi Delozier. Do Not Approve the 12% LES Rate Hike. LES Should Cut
Internally with Either Salaries, Salary Increases, or Positions.  

*8. Email from Russell Miller. More Efficient to Prevent Crime Before Gangs are
Established.

*9. Email from Larry Jabloncki. Do Not Use TIP for the Rosewood Inn Development.
      *10. Email from Judd Smith. Words to Live By as a Council Member. 
      *11. Email from Janet Kosch. Adjustment of Library Public Service Hours.
      *12. Email from Mark Hupf. Do Not Make Cuts Proposed to StarTran. 
      *13. Letter and Newspaper Article Received from Herb Welter. Keep City Vehicles Longer

Than the Warranty.
      *14. Letter from People First of Lincoln Outlining How Members Rely on Public

Transportation, StarTran.         
      *15. Email from Sara R. Lutzi.  Do Not Cut Our Bus Routes. Agree with New Routes in

Place.
      *16. Correspondence through InterLinc from Paul Schack. Opposed to Cutting Public

Transportation and Proposed Cuts from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
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      *17. Email from Deb Quinn. Do Not Cut StarTran Bus Routes Midday Trips. 
      *18. Email from Joyce Schuette. Proposal to Reduce Four Hours of Midday Route Service

Adversely Affects Many People. 
      *19. Correspondence from Judy Schiltz. Appreciate the StarTran Bus New Schedules and

Routes.     
Received Week of July 28, 2008
 1. Letter from Sharon Aguilera. Do not shut down the Easterday Program permanently. 
 2. Letter from Janet Coleman regarding cuts to StarTran service.   
 3. Email through InterLinc from Kim Schwaninger. Do not cut back on StarTran. New

schedule is wonderful.
 4. Letter from Brian Linderholm. Do not cut mid-day city bus service. Raise revenues by

raising the fare. Do not force Lincoln citizens to use pricey alternative private
transportation services. 

 5. Email from Paula Thomassen. Recommend changing schedule so drivers take a break
throughout the day rather than take out the ride on East Avon. 

 6. Letter from Richard Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association. Supports
the rewrite of the Graffiti ordinance (8.52).

 7. Email from Tracey Hillman, Vocational Rehabilitation. Examples of situations which
may occur if StarTran cuts mid-day service.  

 8. Letter from Lincoln Electric System (LES). LES Proposed Rate Increase of 10.1%. 
 9. Email from Larry Jablonski. Do not approve Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) for the

Perot Systems development at Tech Park. 
        10. Email from Becky Ferguson. Do not pass the Mayor’s proposed homebuilding stimulus.
        11. Email from Russell Miller, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance. Chateau properties request

for Change of Zone #08033 on Deadman’s Run. 
        12. Email from Sandra Pelton. Limiting library hours is not a service to cut. 
        13. Correspondence from Pam. Terrible LES is raising rates.
        14. InterLinc correspondence from Pam.  What happened to the 10 million found weeks ago?

Use to offset City deficit. 
        15. InterLinc correspondence from Wayne Cole. Do not change current bus system hours to

cut the budget, as it will have a great impact on Lincoln citizens.    
                                               
VI.  ADJOURNMENT

*Held Over from July 21, 2008. 
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GRANT PROVIDES FIRE SAFETY TRAINING FOR 
BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED CITIZENS

Mayor Chris Beutler was joined today by members of the City’s Bureau of Fire Prevention and officials from 
the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired (NCBVI) to kick off a special fire prevention 
training session for citizens with visual impairments.

The Bureau of Fire Prevention was awarded a grant for more than $44,000 from the Federal Emergency 
Management Association (FEMA) earlier this year for a comprehensive fire safety and prevention education 
project designed to target specific groups, including those with visual impairments.

“It’s important that this kind of safety program reach the entire community,” said Mayor Beutler.  “Fighting 
fires is very difficult and dangerous work.  The best way to prevent the injuries, deaths and property losses due 
to fires is to educate the public.  I am very pleased that this project is targeting several specific groups including 
new Americans, older residents, college students and, those with visual impairments.”

Chief Fire Inspector Bill Moody said today’s training session grew out of a successful pilot program last year. 

“This fire prevention grant allows us to do some creative and innovative training, specifically today for the 
blind and visually impaired,” said Moody.  “Through today’s sessions, participants will learn to use fire 
extinguishers, fire alarm pull stations, smoke detector operation and maintenance as well as kitchen fire safety.”

“It is important for everyone to be prepared in case of an emergency,” said Nancy Flearl, Omaha District 
Supervisor for the Nebraska Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  “Our agency works with blind 
consumers on daily living skills and this program will teach them the proper techniques to employ in case of a 
fire.”

More fire prevention information is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: fire prevention).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Bill Moody, Chief Fire Inspector, 441-7791
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CITY COUNCIL PROPOSES CHANGES 
TO MAYOR’S RECOMMENDED BUDGET

The Lincoln City Council this morning proposed the following changes to Mayor Chris Beutler’s 
recommended budget for 2008-2009:

* These proposed cuts would reduce the amount of the transfer from the Special Assessment Revolving 
(SAR) Fund to the General Fund.

TAX-FUNDED BUDGET: reduction of $1,011,000 total

* Delay home ownership stimulus program - $610,000. 

* Cut consultant services and eliminate Lincoln Fire and Rescue study of coverage areas and response
time - $165,000.
* Temporarily suspend Urban Development Department commitment to downtown Lincoln retail
incentive project - $100,000.
* Cut contingency fund from $350,000 to $250,000 - $100,000.

* Reduce data processing in Planning - $20,000 total: $16,000 from SAR transfer and $4,000 from
County revenue.

* Cut all but $235,000 from Mayor’s proposed Fast Forward Fund - $6,200,000.

* Cut two new positions in Public Works and Utilities, Engineering Services Revolving Fund - $108,917.

* Cut $300 for replacement of office chair in Public Works and Utilities, Fleet Services - $300.

* Cut in Criminal Justice Information System - $16,000.

Move $10,000 special program funding (travel for Economic Development Aide) to Mayor’s budget -
no budget impact.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
                                                       Steve Hubka, City Budget Officer, 441-7698 

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

NON TAX-FUNDED BUDGET: reduction of $6,309,217 total.

The public hearing on the budget is from 2:30 to 6 p.m. and 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. Monday, August 11.
The Council votes on final changes to the Mayor’s budget at 9 a.m. Wednesday, August 13 and adopts
the budget at 5:30 p.m. Monday, August 25.  All meetings are in the City Council Chambers, first floor
of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.  They will be aired on 5 CITY-TV, the government access
cable channel.   More information on the City budget is available at lincoln.ne.gov.
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URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAM 
DEPLOYS TO SAN ANTONIO

Nebraska Task Force One (NETF-1), the Urban Search and Rescue Team based at Lincoln Fire and Rescue
(LFR), deployed a 34-member team to San Antonio, Texas Monday evening in advance of tropical storm Dolly.

The highly specialized team will serve as a supplement to local resources when needed.  The City of Lincoln
will not have any loss or disruption of emergency services during the deployment.

More information on the LFR and NETF-1 is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: USAR).

LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE
1801 “Q” St., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-8350, fax 441-7098

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 22, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Fire Chief Niles Ford, 441-8350

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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CONSTRUCTION BEGINS ON MOPAC TRAIL BRIDGE

Construction work began this week on a new Mopac Trail Bridge at 27th and “X” streets.  The new bridge will
provide a safe passage across 27th Street for pedestrians and bicyclists.  Construction is expected to be complete
in the spring of 2009.

Trail users are asked to find an alternate route around the work site during bridge construction.  A crossing signal
is available at 27th and “Y” streets.

The Great Plains Trails Network provided $125,000 in private donations for the bridge, which is estimated to
cost about $1.9 million. The city received a federal enhancement grant for $500,000, and the rest will be paid
for from funds received through tax increment financing.

The bridge is the final link in the Mopac Trail that begins near the University of Nebraska campus at 19th and
Vine streets.  The Mopac Trail extends east from UNL through the City to 84th Street and then continues east
into rural Lancaster County.

More information on the City trails system is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: trails).

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 22, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  July 23,  2008     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will announce plans for the City’s celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday in
2009 at a news conference at 10 a.m., Thursday,  July 24 at the Rail Joiner sculpture, just outside the
Justice and Law Enforcement Center, 575 South 10th Street.   In case of rain, the news conference will
be moved to the Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street. 

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



MAYOR ANNOUNCES FOUR-DAY FESTIVAL 
TO CELEBRATE ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S 200TH BIRTHDAY

Free lecture by Doris Kearns Goodwin to cap celebration

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the City is expanding its annual Abraham Lincoln Birthday 
Celebration to four days in 2009 to mark President Lincoln’s 200th birthday.   Highlights include a concert by 
the Jay Ungar and Molly Mason Family Band February 12; 
a new Civil War musical February 13; the traditional Family Day event February 14; and a lecture by author 
and historian Doris Kearns Goodwin February 15.

“As the largest city in the world to be named for this beloved leader, Lincoln, Nebraska is proud to present this 
once-in-a-lifetime festival,” Beutler said.  “I want to thank the volunteer committee for organizing a festival 
that includes favorites from past celebrations and exciting new events.  I urge the entire community to support 
this celebration.”

This will be the City’s ninth annual Abraham Lincoln Birthday Celebration.  Event Chair Wayne Boles said the 
event will be funded through grants and donations, and a small admission fee will probably be charged for the 
events on February 12 and 13.  Events on February 14 and 15 will be free.  Local advertising agency Bailey 
Lauerman has donated the services of its designers to create the celebration logo with the theme, “10 score.”

Boles said the volunteer committee began planning the 2009 event in 2007.  “Abraham Lincoln remains one of 
the most compelling figures in history, and his 200th birthday is generating renewed worldwide interest in this 
amazing man and his times,” Boles said.  “We plan to market this outstanding festival to the entire region to 
draw visitors to our community.” 

Boles said the committee hopes other community organizations will plan events or exhibits to complement the 
four main events:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 24, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Wayne Boles, Celebration Chair, 434-5973

February 12 – The Jay Ungar and Molly Mason Family Band will give a concert at the Lied Center.
This will be their third appearance in Lincoln.  They have performed on “A Prairie Home Companion”
and their own public radio specials and have worked on soundtracks for films and for Ken Burns’s
documentaries.  (More information is available at www.jayandmolly.com.)
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Abraham Lincoln Celebration
July 24, 2008
Page Two

February 13 – “Civil War Voices,” a new musical, will be presented on the Lied main stage.
The piece was written by Lincoln attorney Jim Harris based on Civil War correspondence, including 
some from the playwright’s great-great uncle.  Internationally-known composer Mark Hayes of 
Kansas City arranged the music.

February 14 - The annual free Family Day event will include music and dancing from the Smith Family
Band, which has performed for six previous celebrations.  Also returning is local favorite Chris Sayre, the
only musician who has performed at all previous eight celebrations.  Illinois actors Michael Krebs and
Debra Ann Miller will return as the President and Mary Todd Lincoln.  They performed in Lincoln in 2007.
The event also will include Civil War re-enactors, historical exhibits, children’s activities and the annual
Lincoln impersonators contest.  (Krebs’s Web site is www.abrahamlincolnperformance.com.)

February 15 – Pulitzer Prize-winning author and historian Doris Kearns Goodwin will give a free lecture
at the Lied Center.  Her latest book, “Team of Rivals: the Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln” was a
number one New York Times bestseller.  (More information is available at www.doriskearnsgoodwin.com.)

Information on the celebration will be posted on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov, beginning in September.
Those wanting to support the event can contact Boles at 434-5973 or Diane Gonzolas in the Mayor’s Office,
441-7831. 



MINUTES
Executive Session 

Re:  Labor Negotiations
Monday, July 18, 2008, 9:30 a.m. 

Council members present: Chair Robin Eschliman, Jon Camp, Jonathan Cook, Doug Emery,
Dan Marvin, John Spatz, and Ken Svoboda. 

Others present: Don Taute and John Cripe, Personnel; Don Herz and Steve
Hubka, Finance; Mayor Chris Beutler, Trish Owen and Rick
Hoppe, Mayor’s Office; John Hendry and Joe Rupp, Law.  

A motion to go into Executive Session for the protection of the public interest to discuss
labor negotiations was made by Emery and seconded by Svoboda.  On a roll call vote, the
motion carried 5-0 (Camp & Cook not present at time roll was called). The Council went into
executive session at 9:33 a.m. and, following discussion, exited executive session at 10:30 a.m. 

LAW/ce



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 21, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Scott Holmes, 441-8019

Health Department Determines
Lincoln’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Air Quality Program has

completed a comprehensive review of Lincoln’s energy consumption in residential, commercial,

industrial, transportation, and waste management sectors.  Based on this data, the Health

Department has calculated local greenhouse gas emissions for our community.  Data was

collected for a baseline year of 1990 and compared to 2005, the most recent year for which data

was available.  Data was entered into the International Council for Local Environmental

Initiatives computer modeling program, which calculates the greenhouse gas emissions as

2“equivalent carbon dioxide (CO ) emissions.”  Sources of data included the Lincoln Electric

System, Aquila, State and Federal Energy Offices, Lincoln’s Planning and Public Works &

Utilities Departments, the Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles and the Ethanol Board.

2In 1990 CO  emissions totaled 3,130,000 tons, or 17 tons per person.  Since 1990, Lincoln has

grown by about 50,000 people, and by 2005 the total emissions increased to 4,583,000 tons, or 18.3 tons

2per person.  According to the Federal Energy Administration, CO  emissions in the U.S. average 20 tons

per person per year.    

2The percent of total CO  emissions associated with transportation increased between 1990 and

2005.  This was mainly due to population growth, resulting in both more people driving vehicles and the

expansion of the city.

2“It’s time to take action together to cut our CO  emissions.  Everyone has a role to play -

individuals, businesses and government,” said Scott Holmes, Manager, Environmental Public

Health Division.  “City agencies and many local businesses have reduced their energy and gas

consumption.  Now 



- more -

2it is time for individual citizens to take action to reduce their personal CO  pollution.  Each of us

2creates CO  pollution as a result of driving cars, living in our homes (cooling, heating, lighting,

using appliances), and disposing of waste,” noted Holmes.  “What’s great is that reducing your

2CO  emissions also reduces air pollution, and may save you money and improve your health at

the same time,” said Holmes.

2Transportation is the largest source of personal CO  pollution.  Biking or walking to

work, school, or to do errands will save money on gas and improve your physical fitness, while

2at the same time reduce CO  pollution.  If you can’t bike or walk, carpool or use the bus.  If you

are going to buy a car, replacing a car that gets an average of 20 mpg with one that gets 30 mpg

2will both save you money at the gas pump and decrease your CO  emissions by about 4000

pounds (2 tons) per year. 

Setting your thermostat 2 degrees higher in the summer (and 2 degrees lower in the

2winter) can save 350 pounds of CO  per year.  Check out Lincoln Electric System’s website for

energy-reducing, money-saving tips, an on-line energy audit with a cost savings calculation tool,

and consultation with an energy advisor.  

Finally, the age-old solid waste message of “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” holds true for

reducing carbon emissions.  Buying less means less energy needed to create things and services. 

Every time you reuse something, a new “thing” does not have to be made, and every time you

recycle, less energy has to be expended to create those items from raw materials. Many options

exist for recycling plastic, glass, aluminum cans, newspapers, other paper and steel (tin) cans. 

For a list of curbside recycling options, drop off sites and other useful information, type in

“Lincoln recycles” in your favorite Internet search engine.

Holmes concluded, “I’d encourage each family and individual in Lincoln to make it a

2 2goal to reduce their CO  emissions.  Reducing CO  pollution can only be accomplished by

making lifestyle changes which lower personal energy consumption.”  

      

### 
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City of Lincoln 
Planning

Nebraska Capitol Environs
Commission Agenda

 

The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission will hold a scheduled public meeting
on Thursday, July 24, 2008. The meeting will convene at 8:00 a.m. in Room 206, 
2nd Floor, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, to
consider the following agenda. For more information, please contact the
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department at 441-7491.

Agenda of July 24, 2008

Approval of meeting notes of May 22 and June 26, 20081.
.

Public Hearings
Applications by Kaplan University (J to K Streets, east of S. 18th Street) for2.

      b) Demolition of dormitory at 18th & J Streets 
      c) Landscape plan for parking lot at 18th & J Streets 
      d) East addition to academic building on K Street
Nebraska State Education Association Building, Lincoln Mall at S. 14th Street, (Sinclair
Hille)

3.

Letter from Commission to utilities regarding overhead wires4.

Discussion
Staff report: Letter from Downtown Neighborhood Association, west extension of District.5.
Miscellaneous.6.

 History List



Michele M Abendroth/Notes 

07/18/2008 02:56 PM

To Jean L Preister/Notes@Notes, Kent R 
Morgan/Notes@Notes, Michele L Williamson/Notes@Notes, 
Ray F Hill/Notes@Notes, Terry A Kathe/Notes@Notes, 

cc

bcc

Subject City Board of Zoning Appeals - July meeting cancelled

The July 2008 City Board of Zoning Appeals  meeting has been cancelled as no applications were 
received prior to the deadline.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the Planning Department at 441-7491.

Michele Abendroth
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213
Lincoln, NE  68508
402-441-6164
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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MINUTES

PRE-COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, July 14, 2008

10:15 a.m.
Conference Room #113

Downtown/Antelope Valley Design Standards
Members present: Jon Camp, Doug Emery, Robin Eschliman, Dan Marvin, John Spatz and

Ken Svoboda

Others present: Kent Seacrest of Seacrest and Kalkowski Law Firm; Terry Uland of Downtown
Lincoln Association; Kyle Fischer of the Chamber of Commerce; John Hendry of the Law
Department; David Landis, Dallas McGee and Wynn Hjermstad of the Urban Development
Department; Steve Henrichsen, Ed Zimmer and Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department;
media and other interested parties.

The meeting was called to order at 10:18 a.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

David Landis began by stating that action on the Downtown/Antelope Valley Design Standards
will take place in 6-8 weeks.  The majority of the public input process has taken place already.

The proposals are generally public but there will be some private proposals as well.  The public
portions include text amendments to the B-4 zoning district as well as map changes.  The
private form is the Assurity project at 20th and R Streets as well as other projects.

The public process began with the 2005 Downtown Master Plan which included a set of design
standards.  It failed to get traction at that time as the standards were qualitative which are more
subjective.  They quickly learned that more quantitative standards with a checklist would get
more support.  There were six public meetings with neighborhoods and property owners.  They
also met with Downtown Lincoln Association, the Chamber of Commerce and the Lincoln
Independent Business Association.  They received many suggestions and they were able to
incorporate many of the suggestions.

Landis noted that there were many questions including whether or not there is a grandfather
clause, which there is.  Other concerns were related to parking.  

The main reason for the standards is to attract private investors.  We also want to track the
record in other communities.  Many of the cities have development plans and design standards. 
The Haymarket District is an area of successful use of design standards.  It has an identity to
itself and the standards have added to its attractiveness.  Neighborhood Design Standards have
also been implemented in Lincoln.  They have been a success and have helped to shape the
community in a positive way.  

Ed Zimmer then reviewed what will be before the Planning Commission on Wednesday, July 16. 
They envision this closely paralleling the Neighborhood Design Standards in that it will be a
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review during the building permit process.  The areas being addressed in the Downtown/
Antelope Valley Design Standards are building materials which are specifically defined, simple
and objective.  Parking is also reviewed particularly where it is positioned on a site.  Drive thrus
are also addressed in how it relates to the pedestrian.  Rooflines, windows and entrances are
also addressed.  

The appeal process is clearly defined.  The first appeal would be to the Planning Director who
could approve a project based on the fact that it meets the intent of the standards.  Neighbors
within 200 feet would also be notified.  If a project is denied by the Planning Director, the next
step would be an appeal to the body that has jurisdiction of the area, namely Urban Design
Committee, the Capitol Environs Commission or Historic Preservation Commission.  The final
appeal would be to the City Council.

Zimmer then reviewed the B-4 zoning changes.  The key changes are in prohibiting some of the
uses.  In the area east of 17th Street, primarily for the Antelope Valley area, certain uses would
be prohibited such as auto body repair, car washes and vehicle sales.  Staff is proposing a
minimum height of 20 feet with a maximum height in a few areas being revised.  The parking
requirement in Antelope Valley has been revised to allow parking to be provided within 300 feet
rather than requiring it all to be on-site.  There is still no required parking in Downtown or
between N and P Street in Antelope Valley.  In Antelope Valley, the parking requirement for
restaurants has changed from 1 space per 300 square feet to 1 space per 600 square feet. 
Text has been added to identify that all new Downtown Design Standards apply to all property
zoned B-4 and O-1.  Finally, staff is proposing map changes to several properties in the zoning
district.

In response to a question regarding the use of planned unit developments (PUDs), Zimmer
stated that staff is proposing the use of standards and not PUDs.  

Svoboda asked if Assurity supports these standards.  Landis stated that they support the
standards.  Svoboda then asked if Downtown Lincoln Association’s concerns have been
addressed.  Zimmer stated that staff has tried to address many of their concerns and has
worked very closely with DLA.

Camp asked about the parking requirement.  Zimmer stated that there has been a lot of
discussion about parking.  Staff believes this to be a conservative proposal that essentially
keeps in place what is already there.  Landis added that they want to use the right-of-way in a
proactive way that uses dense parking in a positive way.  Camp stated that he hopes
developers want to provide on-site parking.  

Emery asked if there is a concern that the standards will put an area at a disadvantage in terms
of attracting developers.  Zimmer stated that many developers have stated and experience has
shown that design standards are an advantage as developers know what will happen next to
them.  Emery questioned the appeal process in overriding a body which has already made a
decision.  Zimmer stated that past experience has shown that similar appeal processes have
been very effective.

Spatz stated that he will evaluate this item on whether the process is fair and that the public was
heard.  He asked if we are creating an identity with these standards.  Landis stated that we are
not creating an identity, but more of a feel.  
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Marvin asked if the 21st & K Street project is in the design area.  Zimmer stated that it is outside
the area.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:02 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department

Q:\CC\Precouncil Minutes\2006-2010\Pccm071408_DDS_AV_Standards.wpd







































July 21, 2008

WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT #700308
58th Street; Havelock Avenue - Kearney Avenue

On Monday, July 28, 2008, ME Collins Contracting of Wahoo, Nebraska will be starting construction

of a replacement water main for the Engineering Services Division of the Public Works and Utilities

Department.

The limits are in 58th Street from Havelock Avenue to Kearney Avenue, Ballard Avenue from 58th

Street to the dead-end west of 57th Street, Morrill Avenue from 58th Street to the dead-end west of

57th Street, Logan Avenue from 57th Street to 58th Street, and Kearney Avenue from 56th Street -

58th Street.  The construction completion date will be approximately late October 2008 barring any

weather or unforeseen conditions. 

ME Collins Contracting will not be allowed to close all intersections within the scope of this project

at the same time.  Access to local residents must be maintained at all time.  However, there will be

some disruption to vehicular and pedestrian access during construction. Temporary “no parking” signs

will be installed ahead of time to permit the contractor working room. The work areas themselves will

be barricaded and  caution should be used when using the areas under construction. 

The City of Lincoln realizes this project may temporarily inconvenience you for parking and possibly

loss of services (utility/water, etc.).  Please be patient and we will rectify the situation as quickly as

possible.

If you have any problems or questions during the construction period, please contact ME Collins

Contracting Superintendent Jerry Kabourek at (402) 443-8255 or the City of Lincoln Project Manager.

Ron Edson, Senior Engineering Specialist ME Collins Contracting

Engineering Services, Public Works and Utilities Office Hours: 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Project Manager Phone: 443-3663

Cell: 525-9294

Email: redson@lincoln.ne.gov

700308 Adv RE tdq.wpd
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Bruce D. Dan, Ph.D., Health Director
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I1AYOR CHRIS BIUTLER lincoln.ne.gov

July 17, 200E

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office

Subject: Possibility of Banning PitBulls

Dear Jon,

Anirnal Confiol staffhave been reviewing and studying the issue with Pitbull type dogs in preparation for
the August 5, 2008, Animal Control Advisory Committee meeting. Jim Weverka, Animal Control
Manager, has completed comparison data for the committee. I have attached some gra.phs which give a
snapshot ofour data regarding Pitbulls and bites. His stafrhave also been researching other community
ordinances, their success rates, and costs.

There is a misconception that a "ban" elimina&s all Pitbull type dogs from a cornmunity as they would
be grandfatherd but they would have to meet requir€ments such as spaying/neuterin8, microchiPpin&
photos, confinemen! tethering prohibited, etc. Consequently, tiere is an additional cost for enforcement
and registration. Some communities have rescinded such bans as their bite rates have not decreased.

Other communities have had more success and lower costs with ordinances that directly penalize the dog
owner for allowing his dog to endanger the health and safety ofthe community. These communities
increased fines for violations of license, rabies, at large, violations of dangerous dog rtgulations, and
prohibit ownership if a certain number of violations occur over a period of time.

We will have the Advisory Committee study the issue to determine if we do have a problem and find the
b€st and most effective solution for our community. Our community needs to evaluate our best options
based on our circumstances and not make rcactive judgements to happenings in Omaha.

Ifyou have any questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,

&* N,l
Bruce Dart, Ph.D
Health Director
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Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

07/21/2008 01:21 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: InterLinc: Council Feedback

----- Forwarded by Tammy J Grammer/Notes on 07/21/2008 01:17 PM -----

WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/21/2008 11:25 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Kim Schwaninger
Address:  3942 St. Paul Ave.
City:     Lincoln, NE 68504

Phone:    402-429-1710
Fax:
Email:    thorkim@msn.com

Comment or Question:
Since you are addressing the city budget, I wanted to comment on StarTran.  
Due to the rising gas prices, and my paycheck not going up much, I have had to 
start riding the bus again.  I am asking that you remember that a lot of folks 
may have or need in the future to do as I have.  I would think that right now 
with gas as high as it is that we would support StarTran even more, not cut 
it.  As far as afternoon runs being cut, remember a lot of folks rely on the 
bus to get them to mid-afternoon doctor appointments, etc.  Cabs are not 
always able to get you to your destination on time and are much more expensive 
than the bus.  I also have learned that since the bus changed its routes in 
June this year, the new schedule for my bus is wonderful and I enjoy riding 
the bus, while saving some money on gas. Thanks.





Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

07/22/2008 01:06 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: New bus routes for East

----- Forwarded by Tammy J Grammer/Notes on 07/22/2008 01:02 PM -----

"Thomassen, Paula" 
<pthomassen@leg.ne.gov> 

07/22/2008 12:00 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

Subject New bus routes for East

To Whom It May Concern, 

With gas prices increases so dramatically, I decided to start riding the bus.  It is an enjoyable ride 
and although the route is difficult for the drivers to make in a 30 minute time period, I would 
recommend changing the schedule so that the drivers could take a break throughout the day to 
take care of personal needs rather than take out the ride throughout the neighborhood on East 
Avon.  We pick up 2-3 riders each trip regardless of the time of day that I ride.

It needs to be a convenience for the riders so that more people ride the bus not less.  Please 
reconsider your options.  Simply have the bus go every 45 minutes during rush periods and 
during the middle of the day the one hour time allotment is manageable.  Thank you.  Paula





Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

07/23/2008 02:46 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: StarTran Budget Cuts

--

Tracey Hillman 
<tracey.hillman@vr.ne.gov> 

07/23/2008 02:15 PM

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

Subject StarTran Budget Cuts

Some of the following was also sent to the StarTran advisory board prior to the July 17th public 
hearing.

If mid-day hours are cut, anyone who rides the bus to and from work or school will be stranded 
during those hours. Some people make medical or other appointments for early morning or late 
afternoon based on the bus schedule so they don’t have to miss more work than necessary. Some 
people schedule appointments mid-day for the same reason. Part time workers and students need 
bus service mid-day so they are not stranded. Not everyone has access to a car or can afford a 
taxi. If the fee for the “free” bus service is included in the tuition cost, it would be a disservice to 
UNL students to cut the mid-day hours. Senior citizens, students, and people with disabilities 
who depend on bus service often need the mid-day service rather than the early morning or late 
afternoon. I think our city is too big to not provide all day bus service, at least hourly. How do 
you determine which mid-day routes to keep and which to cut? Not everyone who needs mid-day 
bus services rides regularly to the same places.

I would like to challenge those who are making these decisions, and have never really depended 
on bus service, to pretend the bus is their only transportation option for one week, or better one 
month. Make all appointments, etc. based on the bus schedules and routes. Maybe it would help 
the Mayor and City Council make better decisions concerning public transportation.

Imagine the following scenarios:

Your sister has lost her job, and doesn't drive. She's a single parent and has no money that isn't 
already committed to meager living expenses. She takes her two toddlers downtown to register at 
the unemployment office where she finishes at 10:15 with a very promising job interview at 
1:30. She needs to take the children to a friend's home and then get to the interview. What are 
her options without mid-day bus service?

Your daughter is a freshman at UNL, and has a job at a fast food restaurant on the other side of 
town near her home. Her UNL classes are in the morning and her job is in the afternoon. She has 
the UNL bus pass. Your family cannot afford to buy a second car. What are her options without 
mid-day bus service?



An elderly man is on a limited fixed income. He lives by himself, but cannot cook. He goes to 
Matt Talbot Kitchen for his noon meal, the one good meal each day. He sometimes spends time 
at the Senior Center for socialization and other services. What are his options without mid-day 
bus service?

You and your spouse ride the bus to work daily. You get a call at 11:00 that your young child is 
ill and must be sent home from school. You are new on this job and just moved into the 
neighborhood. What are your options without mid-day bus service?

You live in a small rural community. Your grown son has a disability and cannot drive a car. He 
needs vocational rehabilitation services to help him retrain and find a job, so he moves to the 
city. To receive services he must have transportation between home, Voc Rehab, school, job, and 
other service providers (including medical). These services are scheduled at various times during 
the day. He qualifies for the "Ride for Five" bus pass for which Voc Rehab will pay. What are 
his options without mid-day bus service?

These are just a few of innumerable situations that speak to the need for mid-day bus service.

StarTran needs to increase ridership, but cutting mid-day services will only serve to decrease 
ridership. Wouldn't it be better to increase the fare? Most people are willing to pay a slightly 
higher fare to keep or improve the services already in place. We all understand that fuel costs are 
increasing and buses run on fuel. 

Please find another way to manage the StarTran budget rather than cutting mid-day bus service: 
raising regular fares, selling advertising inside the buses, increasing advertising/PR for StarTran, 
providing incentives to attract and/or keep riders, etc. Riders and drivers have a lot of great ideas 
if anyone is listening.

Thank you.

Tracey Lee Hillman

Administrative Specialist

Vocational Rehabilitation

402-471-3654

Confidentiality Notice: Remember that the use of Email is not a secure form of communication; 
therefore, confidentiality cannot be ensured. Nebraska Vocational Rehabilitation requests you do 
not communicate confidential and/or personal identifying information with our agency through 
Email or Email attachments.

If you are not the intended recipient of this Email, please reply that you have received this 
message in error and delete it. 



July 23, 2008 
 
 
 
Chair Robin Eschliman  
Lincoln City Council  
County-City Building 
555 South 10th 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Subject:   LES Proposed Rate Increase of 10.1% 
 
Dear Chair Eschliman and Lincoln City Council Members: 
 
On Friday, July 18, the LES Board voted to proceed through the process of proposing a 
10.1% rate increase.  That process will include: 
 

• July 23:  Start notifying LES customers of the proposed increase and of 
 an August 5 public meeting by mail and the news media.   

• July 25:   Make the new rates available to the public.  
• August 5:  LES public meeting on the rate change. 
• August 8:  LES Board action on a final rate recommendation to the City 

 Council.  
• August 11:  Introduction and 1st reading at the City Council 
• August 18:  Public Hearing at the City Council 
• August 18 – 25:  City Council Action 
• September 1:  Rate increase starts 

 
This increase in rates is all about high fuel prices and low interest rates.  Of the projected 
$9.3 million shortfall, about $3.1 million is due to reduced interest income because of 
lower interest rates and $6.2 million is due to fuel costs.  On the fuel cost side, natural 
gas is the biggest factor.  Natural gas prices have been running 45% above our 2008 
budget.  These high prices impact the unhedged portion of our internal peaking unit 
generating costs and they have also caused increased costs in the wholesale market.  
The wholesale market price usually tracks fairly closely with natural gas prices. However, 
in the last few days gas prices have softened, but wholesale electric prices are still 
holding at fairly high levels.  During the day, wholesale prices can reach a level that is 
twice our average retail rate. 
 
 
 



-2- 
 
We have often shown you how LES rates have compared with the rate of inflation.  The 
attached chart also shows what has happened to the price of natural gas and gasoline.  
Electricity is the only one of the three energy sources that is still priced below the rate of 
inflation, even including this 10.1% increase.  For a typical residential household over the 
last year, the price increase for a customer heating a home with natural gas or driving 
10,000 miles a year will be much higher than the increase for electricity.   
 
Unfortunately these adverse fuel cost trends are forecast to continue and spill over to our 
coal-fired generating plants as well.  Within the last week OPPD signed new freight and 
fuel contracts that are reportedly 65% higher than the expiring contracts and will increase 
OPPD’s costs by $90 million a year starting in 2009.  While we are not expecting increases 
nearly that high for our units, we do expect double digit increases in delivered fuel prices 
for the next several years.  If customers are going to control energy costs, they will have to 
implement conservation and efficiency measures.  I think that will make our Sustainable 
Energy Program more important, but that is a discussion better left for budget.  While 
electric rate increases that exceed the rate of inflation will not be comfortable for any of us, 
LES still expects to be a low-cost provider nationally because our dependence on natural 
gas is only about half of the industry average. 
 
We certainly did not want to bring a rate increase forward at the same time the city is 
agonizing over tight budgets, but we lack the financial tools necessary to deal with these 
volatile prices on a longer term, more planned basis.  The tools that utilities can use for 
these situations consist of:  1) Rate Stabilization Fund;  2) Higher levels of debt coverage; 
and, 3) Power Cost Adjustment.  We are in the process of rebuilding the rate stabilization 
fund, but it is not large enough to completely cover this contingency. Nevertheless, the 
Board is proposing to use $1.5 million from that fund, in combination with $1.1 million in 
budget cuts to reduce the impact in 2008.  This will leave a year-end balance in the fund of 
about $2.9 million. Without these tools, the only option we have is to seek quick action by 
the City Council.  We brought this action forward as soon as we determined it was 
necessary to maintain our financial integrity. 
 
We look forward to meeting with you and discussing the need for this rate increase.  While 
you have probably received a letter at home or your business about this increase, I am 
attaching a copy for your reference. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Terry L. Bundy, P.E. 
Administrator and CEO   
 
E-mail:   Phone #:   FAX: 
tbundy@les.com  (402)473-3392  (402)475-9759 
 
Attachments        c:  Mayor Chris Beutler 
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Mary M Meyer/Notes 

07/24/2008 09:27 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Please do not approve Tax Incremental Financing For 
the Perot Systems development at the Tech Park

Mary M. Meyer, Clerk
Lancaster County Board/Lincoln City Council
(402) 441-7447  County
(402) 441-7515  City

----- Forwarded by Mary M Meyer/Notes on 07/24/2008 09:23 AM -----

Larry Jablonski 
<larry.jablonski@nifa.org> 

07/24/2008 09:07 AM

To <demery@lincoln.ne.gov>, <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<jcook@lincoln.ne.gov>, <jspatz@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov>, <ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>, <mmmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

Subject RE: Please do not approve Tax Incremental Financing For 
the Perot Systems development at the Tech Park

Please vote down any TIF on this development….
 
 
Perot Systems expanding at Tech Park
The city has estimated that the project will qualify for about $3 million 
in tax-increment financing, which allows the increase in property 
taxes created by the project to be used for public improvements to 
the area.

Perot also plans to seek state tax incentives available under the 
Nebraska Advantage Act. Because the project involves TIF, it must go 
through various city approvals, and an initial hearing is scheduled at 
the Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Commission is tentatively scheduled 
for July 30.
 

 
Lancaster Planning Commission:
 
Please do not approve Tax Incremental Financing For the Perot Systems 
development at the Tech Park.
 



TIF should not be used.

Here is how TIF works: Lawmakers issue debt, using the proceeds to subsidize 
economic development on the theory that development projects will increase future 
property tax revenue by enough to repay the debt with a profit. 

Sounds like a great deal, right? 
 
The only problem is that state and local governments almost never keep score on 
the costs and benefits of projects, which often end up a net loser for taxpayers. 

Although politicians portray TIFs as a great way to boost the local economy, there 
are hidden costs they don't want taxpayers to know about.

Cities generally assume they are not really giving anything up because the forgone 
tax revenue would not have been available in the absence of the development 
generated by the TIF. That assumption is often wrong. 

The original concept of TIFs is to help blighted areas come out of the doldrums 
and get some economic development they wouldn't [otherwise] have a chance of 
getting. But what is not talked about is the shift of taxes being paid from 
wealthy corporations to small businesses and regular people.

Special taxing districts, such as school, water and fire districts, should be 
extremely concerned with the effects of TIF on the local community. A successful 
TIF will lead to new business and residential development and thus an increase in 
population, both in the TIF district and the surrounding area. An increased 
population means a greater burden on public service delivery, which equates to an 
increase in taxes to pay for these public services to make up for the lost revenue the 
TIF authority captures. Therefore, all taxpayers end up subsidizing the public 
investment that must be made in the TIF district.

The only alternative to raising taxes in response to increased demand is cutting 
public services. Consequently, the entire community must absorb the negative 
impacts of TIF, be it increased taxes or decreased services. Either way, there is a 
large tradeoff between the development of the community and the economy. The 
citizens of the greater community, not just those within the TIF district, are forced 
to give up elements of life experienced prior to the implementation of the TIF 
district in response to increases associated with TIF-induced economic 



development. 

For Lincoln to use TIF to help finance the Perot Systems project, it must be 
determined that "but for" TIF, the project would not be undertaken.
 
We all know that Perot Systems has very deep pockets and they do not need 
government financing. 

TIFs introduce inequities and inefficiencies into local economies. Currently Perot 
Systems are spread out in various locations in Lincoln and are paying property 
taxes. Now they want to consolidate in one location and use TIF. Why would 
Lincoln want to approve this and reduce our tax base?

Nebraska cities and counties are burdened by TIF, as they primarily depend on 
property taxes to provide services. TIF should only be used in special 
circumstances, and not approved just because another corporation comes knocking 
on the City’s door. 
 
Thanks
 
Larry Jablonski

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE.  This electronic mail transmission may contain privileged 
and/or confidential information and is intended only for the review of the party to whom it is 
addressed.  If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately return it to the 
sender, delete it and destroy it without reading it.  Unintended transmission shall not constitute 
the waiver of any privilege.

This message has been scanned for malware by SurfControl plc. www.surfcontrol.com



Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

07/24/2008 09:18 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Mayor's $1,000 stimulus

becky ferguson 
<becky8675309@hotmail.com
> 

07/24/2008 09:13 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

Subject Mayor's $1,000 stimulus

Please do not pass the Mayor's proposed $1,000 homebuilding stimulus.  I am opposed to it and believe that Lincoln 
is overbuilt.  If the funds are burning a hole in his pocket, I would rather see that money go to the Salvation Army to 
help people with heating bills, food, etc., than to help someone build a house in an area that causes taxpayers to pay 
even more in infrastructure and schools costs.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Becky Ferguson
3401 South Hope Court
Lincoln, NE  68502

Keep your kids safer online with Windows Live Family Safety. Help protect your kids.



Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

07/24/2008 11:10 AM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: deadman run questions

Russell Miller 
<neb31340@alltel.net> 

07/24/2008 10:34 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

Subject deadman run questions

From : Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance

To : Lincoln City Council

Copy to : Mayor Beutler

Subject : Chateau Properties request for Change of Zone # 08033 on Deadman Mans Run

Hello,

At last Monday's (21 July ) City Council hearing Mr. Hunzeker (speaking for his employer 
Chateau Properties) made the very generous offer  of delaying 1 year before starting the building 
of their proposed units (if approved by the Council) on the proposed detention cell land.  I will 
remind the Council that this is an opportunity that Lincoln will never have again because after 
the apartments are built this opportunity  will be gone.   Please make a maximum effort to 
securing those acres that should remove over 800 downstream investors from the Deadman Run's 
floodplain.

What seems to be overlooked in floodplain discussions is "what are the legal rights of those 
investors downstream of the  development being considered? "   How are the downstream 
investments being protected?   This is not a frivolous question because huge sums of money ($50 
million in one Deadman Run’s area) have been invested that can literally be washed away 
because of government action and/or inaction.   All it takes is one lawsuit  from an investor.

Thank you,
Russell Miller
for Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance



Jim & Sandy 
<jpelton@inebraska.com> 

07/24/2008 11:42 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Adjustment of Library public service hours

Friends,
 
Of all the services to be cut, I do not believe  limiting the library hours is one of them.  
 
As a taxpayer who is often very fiscally  conservative, I feel that the city library system is an invaluable tool for  
all--NOT just the youth, or school-aged persons, and thus the hours should  remain as they are.  
 
And, just as an aside, I have also witnessed at one  of our libraries,  librarians being over run with middle-school 
children  right after school -- many parents are using this as their "baby sitter" or  "after school" program, and 
library staff are always having to keep an eye on  them.  This is NOT part of their job in my view, and staff should 
not have  to put up with rowdy, undisciplined  unsupervised children!  As a  mother of 6 children ages 9-24, my 
children and I have visited these libraries  where rowdy and disruptive kids are, and we often ask WHY are these 
rowdy  kids  allowed to return to the library?  When I was a kid, talking and  goofing around in the library was just 
not permitted, and I often wonder how  much extra staff has been hired to monitor these after school kids who  
misbehave?
 
Sincerely,
Sandra Pelton
 
 

 



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/24/2008 11:56 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     PAM
Address:  2106 OLD GLORY RD
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    PBAR107230@AOL.COM

Comment or Question:
I THINK IT IS TERRIBLE THAT LES WANTS TO RAISE RATES BECAUSE THEY HAVE A 
BUDGET SHORTFALL.. SO DO I!!  THEY COULD SAVE MONEY BY NOT ADVERTISING AS THEY 
ARE A MONOPOLY.  I THINK THEY ARE A BUNCH OF CROOKS AND YOU ARE LETTING THEM 
GET AWAY WITH IT!!!



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/24/2008 11:54 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     PAM
Address:  2106 OLD GLORY RD
City:     Lincoln, NE 68521

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    PBAR107230@AOL.COM

Comment or Question:
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 10 MILLION DOLLARS THAT WAS FOUND A COUPLE OF WEEKS 
AGO... WHY NOT USE IT TO OFFSET THE CITY DEFICIT??

FROM:  EMPTY POCKETS



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/24/2008 01:36 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Wayne L. Cole
Address:  3925 High St.
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    waynecole64@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
Please do not change the current bus system hours to cut the budget. I would 
bet that other areas than this could be reduced with a lesser impact. Many 
people I know that don't have reliable transportation or a vehicle at all 
depend on the bus to get to retail, doctors, and other services throughout the 
day.  If this is changed, the impact will be much greater than you think.  Do 
more analysis and see what this will do to the needy citizens of Lincoln.  
Thank you for your consideration!  Wayne



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, JULY 28, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of July 26
through August 1, 2008 - Schedule subject to change (Forward to Council on
07/25/08)

II. CITY CLERK - NONE

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - 

HEALTH 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Celebrating Safety!

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. Letter with attachments from Mark A. Hunzeker, For the Firm, Attorney - RE:
Chateau Development Change of Zone No. 08033/Special Permit No. 1174G
(Chateau LaFleur Community Unit Plan). 

2. Letter & Resolution from John Wood, Lincoln Airport Authority - RE: Resolution
#503. 

3. Memo & Minutes from Susan Epps, Chair, StarTran Advisory Board - RE:
StarTran Advisory Board Public Hearing & Recommendations on Mayor’s
Proposed Budget.    

 

daadd072808/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of July 26 through August 1, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: July 25,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, July 28 

Tuesday, July 29

Thursday, July 31

Lancaster County Adult Drug Court graduation - 6 p.m., Welpton Courtroom, UNL Law School,
42nd and Fair streets (East Campus)

International visitor, member of Turkish Parliament - 2:15 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, 555 S. 10th St.

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
Kindergarten Kickoff news conference, remarks - 10:30 a.m., Gere Library, 2400 S. 56th St.
Biomat USA grand opening - 11:15 a.m., 2002 “N” St.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 28, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046

Jan Ekeler, 441-7451

CELEBRATING SAFETY!

Residents at Mahoney Manor Apartments took part this spring and summer in a comprehensive
program designed to reduce the risk of falling among older adults.  Please join us as we celebrate
the completion of the program, and the start of safe practices that will enable older adults to
avoid falls, and the tragic consequences that often result.

Standing Safely Celebration
2:00 p.m., July 29, 2008

Mahoney Manor Apartments - Community Room
4241 North 61  Street, Lincoln, Nebraskast

Celebration components:
• Refreshments and Welcome
• Explanation of Program Purpose and Highlights
• Tai Chi (strength and balance improvement) Demonstration
• Participant Prize Drawing

This program is a collaborative effort of the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging, Lincoln Housing
Authority, and the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department.  Funding for this program was
provided by the Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services Injury Prevention Program.



Facts About Falls Among Older Adults

• During the 2003-2005 three year period, 6,100 Lancaster County older adults were treated
in Lincoln hospitals for fall-related injuries.  These injuries take a significant economic,
as well as physical and emotional toll on older adults in our community.  Total hospital
charges for the 16,442 days of hospital stay for these injury victims was $45,532,551.

• On average each year, over 16,400 Nebraskans age 65 and older visit an emergency room,
and 8,800 are hospitalized due to a fall-related injury.

• The National Center for Injury Prevention and Control states that the risk of falling
increases with age, and that for people 65 and older, falls are the leading cause of injury
death.

• National Safety Council data shows that each week, more than 30,000 people over the age
of 65 are seriously injured by an accidental fall; nearly 25% die from their injuries.  Of
those who do survive a fall, 20-30 percent suffer from debilitating injuries that affect
them the rest of their lives.
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