
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2008

11:00 A.M. - ROOM 113
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Presents June Award of Excellence to Joyce Kubicek of

Lincoln Area Agency on Aging. 
*2. Letter to Mayor Beutler from People First of Lincoln Explaining How Housing Unit

Built
for Individuals with Mobility Issues with Bus Stop in Front of Unit. Concerned with
StarTran Transition to New Routes. 

*3. Memo from Trish Owen, Aide to the Mayor, with Documentation for Agenda Items #10
and #11.
3b. Lower Platte South Natural Resources District Public Hearing on Acquisition of

Private Property (Easements) for Construction, Operation and Maintenance of
Stream Stability Measures, Known as Deadmans Run CIP Project #5. 

*4. NEWS RELEASE. Turn Lanes at 10th and Van Dorn to Open Wednesday. 
*5. Washington Report, July 11, 2008.
Received Week of July 28, 2008

      **1. NEWS RELEASE. Grant provides fire safety training for blind and visually impaired
citizens.

      **2. NEWS RELEASE. City Council proposes changes to Mayor’s recommended budget.
      **3. NEWS RELEASE. Urban Search and Rescue Team deploys to San Antonio. 
      **4. NEWS RELEASE. Construction begins on Mopac Trail Bridge.
      **5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference on Thursday, July 24,

2008, at the Rail Joiner sculpture at the Justice and Law Center, 575 So. 10th Street to
announce plans for City’s celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday. (Delivered to
Council Members on 07/23/08)  

      **6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces four-day festival to celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s
200th birthday. 

Received Week of August 4, 2008 
 1. NEWS RELEASE. Federal legislation includes relief for Lincoln Fire and Rescue.

(Delivered to Council Members on 07/28/08 before formal meeting)
 2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler calls Fahey “A Great City Leader”.
 3. NEWS RELEASE. City honored with groundbreaking award at Build Nebraska Housing

Summit.
 4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler at two media events on Thursday, July 31, 2008.

First at 9:15 am with Police Chief Casady to release City crime statistics for first six
months of 2008 in the City Council Chambers, 555 South 10th Street. The second at
10:30 am to announce plans for annual Kindergarten Kickoff at the Gere Branch Library,
2400 South 56th Street. (Delivered to Council Members on 07/30/08) 

 5. NEWS RELEASE. Crime in Lincoln falls dramatically in first half of 2008. Mayor
Beutler and Chief Casady released crime statistics. 

 6 Cable TV Advisory Board Status and Plans, July 29, 2008, from Chair, Arthur
Zygielbaum.     

 7. Washington Report, July 25, 2008. 
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II. DIRECTORS

CITY ATTORNEY
*1. Letter from City Attorney, John Hendry, on Utilizing Funds Other Than, or in Addition

to, the General Fund for the Law Department. (Letter distributed to Council Members on
Tuesday, July 15, 2008) 

Received Week of July 28, 2008
       **1. Minutes of Executive Session regarding labor negotiations on Monday, July 18, 2008.

Received Weed of August 4, 2008
  1. Letter from City Attorney, John Hendry, regarding providing legal services on the new

jail construction. 

FINANCE OFFICE
  1. Correspondence regarding outstanding balance of the ambulance enterprise fund;

a) Chart of interfund loan;
b) Underlying data for chart; and 
c) History of fee changes. 

FINANCE/BUDGET OFFICE 
  1. July sales tax reports:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (with refunds added back in) 2002-2003 through 2007-

2008;
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2002-2003 through 2007-2008; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collections 2002-2203 through 2007-2008.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. NEWS RELEASE. West Nile Virus found in Mosquitoes in Lancaster County.
Received Week of July 28, 2008

       **1a. Health Department Determines Lincoln’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions.
  **  1b. Graph of Greenhouse Gas (CO2) Air Pollution Emissions by Sector, 2005 and 1990.
Received Week of August 4, 2008
  1. NEWS RELEASE. Ensuring the safety of child swimmers. 
  
LIBRARY
*1. Correspondence from Carol Conner, Director, on Proposed Library Public Service

Hours.
a) Special Board Meeting on Tuesday, July 29, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at Bennett Martin

Library.
b) Public Notice of Public Service Hours, and Proposed Public Service Hours,  at

Lincoln City Libraries.    

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
*1. Waterford Estates 2nd Addition. Final Plat #07080, Generally Located at North 98th Street

and “O” Street.
*2. Memorandum of Understanding Between the City and the Lancaster County Agricultural

Society. Bill #08R-160. 
Received Week of July 28, 2008

       **1. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission Agenda for July 24, 2008.
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       **2. City Board of Zoning Appeals cancellation of July, 2008 meeting. 
       **3. Minutes of Pre-Council on Monday, July 14, 2008. Downtown/Antelope Valley Design

Standards.

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION
*1. Action by Planning Commission, July 16, 2008.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
Received Week of July 28, 2008

       **1.  Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08014. Permanent Conservation Easement, North
27th Street and I-80. Resolution No. PC-01129.

       **2. Special Permit No. 08031. Off-sale alcohol, 21st and K Streets, U-Stop convenience
store. Resolution No. PC-01131. 

       **3. Special Permit No. 08029. Expansion of nonstandard single-family dwelling, 5750
Stockwell. Resolution No. PC-01130.

Received Week of August 4, 2008
  1. Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08017. Permanent Preservation Easement, 700

North 16th Street. Resolution No. PC-01132.
  2. Waiver No. 08003. Street lights, HiMark Estates 7th Addition, South 98th Street and

Merion Circle. Resolution No. PC-01137. 
  3. Use Permit No. 80B. Revise site plan and lot layout. N.W. 1st Street and West Highland

Boulevard. Resolution No. PC-01133. 
  4. Special permit No. 08032. Expansion of nonstandard building, 3317 C Street. Resolution

No. PC-01135.   
  5. Use Permit No. 132B, Willowbrook. Amend land use table, South 70th and Highway 2.

Resolution No. PC-01134. 
  6. Special Permit No. 08034, Whispering Meadows Community Unit Plan. S.W. 27th Street

and West A Street. Resolution No. PC-01138.
  7. Special Permit No. 08033. Expansion of nonstandard building. S.W. 56th and West Claire

Streets. Resolution No. PC-01136. 

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
        *1. ADVISORY. Sidewalk Curb Ramp Advisory. 

a. Map of Recommended One-Way Pick-Up and Drop-Off. 
Received Week of July 28, 2008

       **1. ADVISORY. Water main replacement project #700308, 58th Street; Havelock Avenue -  
 Kearney Avenue

Received Week of August 4, 2008
  1. ADVISORY. 56th Street and Elkcrest Drive, Project #700846. State Project #STPP-5241

(4). 

PUBLIC WORKS/STAR TRAN
Received Week of July 28, 2008

       **1. Memo from Beatty Brasch, Vice Chair, StarTran Advisory Board. Recommendations,
Mayor’s Proposed F.Y. 2008-09 Budget, with attachments. 

       **2. StarTran Advisory Board Actions
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT/ HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
       **1. Street and Alley Vacation No. 08002. Capitol Parkway at South 21st Street. 
       **2. Street and Alley Vacation No. 08003. North/South Alley north of Seward Avenue

between North 60th and North 61st Streets. 

III. CITY CLERK

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

JON CAMP 
       **1. Request to Jim Weverka, Animal Control - RE: Pit bulls outlawed in Lincoln.

 (RFI#89-07/09/08) Reply from Bruce Dart, Health Department with community
comparison data from Jim Weverka, Animal Control. (07/18/08 sent to Council
Members)  

*2. Email to Denise Pearce, Aide to the Mayor, after receipt of cover memo on homeowners
stimulus plan.  

*3. Email from Eugene R. Schiltz. Opposed to StarTran Proposal for Reduction of Hours of
Operation.

DAN MARVIN
*1. Email from Niki Svik. Concerns on Budget, Closing Elementary School CLC’s. Evaluate

Whether to Build Convention Center and Arena In This Time of Rising Financial Costs.
Young Families Think of Moving Away from Lincoln.   

Received Week of August 4, 2008
  1. Email from Glenda Dietrich Moore. Vote NO for a reduction, or elimination, of StarTran

bus service from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
  2. Email from Susan Melcher. Do not cut or eliminate funding for the Stronger, Safer

Neighborhoods program. 
  3. Email from Pam Baker. The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program is critical, do not

eliminate.  
  4. Email from Maurice Baker. Attest that programs such as the Stronger Safer

Neighborhoods program are effective. Do not cut from budget.   

V. MISCELLANEOUS
*1. Email from Wilbur Dasenbrock. Appreciates Dedication and Effort. Work Together in

the Best Interest of the People of Lincoln.
*2. Email from Michael M. Bartels. Unhappy with Proposed Reduction of Branch Library

Hours. 
*3. Email from Fred Marks. LES Rate Increases. If Absolutely Necessary Lighten Burden on

Older Citizens, People on Disability, Disabled Veterans, Low Income Individuals and
Families. LES Needs to be More Creative in Solving the Electricity Problem. 

*4. Email from Mark Hupf. Citizens Depend on Bus Service, Do Not Cut Hours Between
11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 

*5. Email from Rachel West. Do Not Reduce Lincoln City Libraries’ Hours of Operations.
Recommended Reading of Libraries and Democracy. 

*6. Email from Jeanette Fanmeyer. Concern Over Bowling Lake. In Plan and Do Not Skip
Over Again. Unnecessary Waste Needs to Stop Now.   

*7. Email from Jodi Delozier. Do Not Approve the 12% LES Rate Hike. LES Should Cut
Internally with Either Salaries, Salary Increases, or Positions.  
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*8. Email from Russell Miller. More Efficient to Prevent Crime Before Gangs are
Established.

*9. Email from Larry Jabloncki. Do Not Use TIP for the Rosewood Inn Development.
       *10. Email from Judd Smith. Words to Live By as a Council Member. 
       *11. Email from Janet Kosch. Adjustment of Library Public Service Hours.
       *12. Email from Mark Hupf. Do Not Make Cuts Proposed to StarTran. 
       *13. Letter and Newspaper Article Received from Herb Welter. Keep City Vehicles Longer

Than the Warranty.
       *14. Letter from People First of Lincoln Outlining How Members Rely on Public

Transportation, StarTran.         
       *15. Email from Sara R. Lutzi.  Do Not Cut Our Bus Routes. Agree with New Routes in

Place.
       *16. Correspondence through InterLinc from Paul Schack. Opposed to Cutting Public

Transportation and Proposed Cuts from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.
       *17. Email from Deb Quinn. Do Not Cut StarTran Bus Routes Midday Trips. 
       *18. Email from Joyce Schuette. Proposal to Reduce Four Hours of Midday Route Service

Adversely Affects Many People. 
       *19. Correspondence from Judy Schiltz. Appreciate the StarTran Bus New Schedules and

Routes.     
Received Week of July 28, 2008

      **1. Letter from Sharon Aguilera. Do not shut down the Easterday Program permanently. 
      **2. Letter from Janet Coleman regarding cuts to StarTran service.   
      **3. Email through InterLinc from Kim Schwaninger. Do not cut back on StarTran. New

schedule is wonderful.
      **4. Letter from Brian Linderholm. Do not cut mid-day city bus service. Raise revenues by

raising the fare. Do not force Lincoln citizens to use pricey alternative private
transportation services. 

       **5. Email from Paula Thomassen. Recommend changing schedule so drivers take a break
throughout the day rather than take out the ride on East Avon. 

       **6. Letter from Richard Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association. Supports
the rewrite of the Graffiti ordinance (8.52).

       **7. Email from Tracey Hillman, Vocational Rehabilitation. Examples of situations which
may occur if StarTran cuts mid-day service.  

       **8. Letter from Lincoln Electric System (LES). LES Proposed Rate Increase of 10.1%. 
       **9. Email from Larry Jablonski. Do not approve Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) for the

Perot Systems development at Tech Park. 
    **10. Email from Becky Ferguson. Do not pass the Mayor’s proposed homebuilding stimulus.
    **11. Email from Russell Miller, Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance. Chateau properties request

for Change of Zone #08033 on Deadman’s Run. 
    **12. Email from Sandra Pelton. Limiting library hours is not a service to cut. 
    **13. Correspondence from Pam. Terrible LES is raising rates.
    **14. InterLinc correspondence from Pam.  What happened to the 10 million found weeks ago?

Use to offset City deficit. 
    **15. InterLinc correspondence from Wayne Cole. Do not change current bus system hours to

cut the budget, as it will have a great impact on Lincoln citizens.   

Received Week of August 4, 2008
 1. Email from Paula Rhian, Everett Neighborhood Association President. Do not cut the

Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Program out of the City budget. 
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 2. Email from Larry Zink, University Place homeowner. Opposed to proposal to cut or
eliminate the Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program and staff. 

 3. Email from Cindy Huisebus. Opposed to raising property taxes. 
 4. Email from Jeanette Fanmeyer. Do randomly drug test City employees. Not a problem at

other jobs.
 5. Email from Brenda E., Jesse, and Caira West. Do not change the Bethany Library hours.
 6. Email from Sandra Lab. Do not need traffic signal at 24th and Superior Streets.  
 7. Email from Susan Klima. Opposed to proposed cut to service hours at Bennett Martin

Library. 
 8. Email from Scott Baird. Continue funding for the Stronger, Safer Neighborhood

initiative. 
 9. Email from Bradley K. Walker. Take opportunity to re-affirm support of neighborhoods

and the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative. 
10. Email from John Baylor. Continue funding for the Stronger, Safer Neighborhood

Initiative. 
11. Email from Dan Lambe. Continue support for the Stronger, Safe Neighborhoods

Initiative. 
12a. Email from Marilyn McNabb with Web site.

12b. Web site article. If You Build It, the Jobs Won’t Come. 
13. Letter from Michael McCoy, M.D.  Strongly encourage the City Council not to close

Easterday Adult Day Care. (City Council members received on July 28, 2008) 
14. Letter from H. Eugene Cook with budget comments. Congratulations on eliminating the

$1,000 Home Stimulus Package. Do not approve package of $3,000. Oppose 20 year
financing for the new jail, and not opposed to limited tax hike used for worthy purposes.
(City Council members received 07/28/08)

15. Letter from Donna Deitz. Consider financing City’s stray animal problem for having free
pets and free, or low cost) spaying. (City Council members received on 07/28/08)   

16. Note and newspaper article received from Nancy Russell. Alarming that there is an
increase in poverty and disabilities among our children. (City Council members received
on 07/28/08)      

17. Email from Laura Baker. Reconsider cutting the hours of the Bennett Martin Library. 
18. Email from Richard Moberly. Continue the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative. 
19. Email from Dr. Al Baker. Reconsider cutting the hours of Bennett Martin. 
20. Email from Russell Miller. Urge Council to restore the bus funding with money taken

from the $3 million snow removal budget. 
21. Correspondence through InterLinc from Lindsay Kruse. Strongly consider keeping The

Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Campaign. 
22a. Email from Tracy Corr regarding the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance (LNA) on The

Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods program.
22b. Letter from Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman, Russell Miller,

recommending continuation of The Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program. 
 23. Lincoln Airport Authority losing Las Vegas non-stop service.

24. Email from Mary Anne Loos. Mayor Beutler continues to be one of Lincoln’s finest
Mayors. 

25. Email from Earl Scudder. Approve Mayor Beutler’s budget.    
26. Letter, and attachment, received from Nancy Russell. Time to place TIF and West

Haymarket Development on the back burner.
27. Email from Richard L. Powell. Do not close more public swimming pools and do not

cripple the Parks and Recreation budget further.
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28. Letters received from citizens who participate in Easterday Center programs. Easterday
members who are disabled stated they want, and need, the involvement of the programs
which Easterday offers. 

29. Email from Michael P. Molvar. Support for Lincoln Lancaster County Health
Department Dental Program. 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

*Held Over from July 21, 2008. 

**Held Over from July 28, 2008.

W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA080408.wpdmmm



FEDERAL LEGISLATION INCLUDES RELIEF
 FOR LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE

Federal legislation recently enacted into law includes a provision that will provide a temporary 
2 percent increase in Medicare reimbursement rates for ambulance services in areas such as Lincoln.  The 
provision is in a law that will delay fee reductions for physicians participating in the Medicare program. 
Mayor Chris Beutler has strongly advocated for the increase in the reimbursement rates, and he said he is 
pleased Congress chose to act. 

“While the City of Lincoln is committed to providing the highest quality ambulance services, we also 
believe that the federal government has a responsibility to meet the needs of those participating in the 
Medicare program,” Mayor Beutler said.  “This legislation will provide us with some relief as we grapple 
with the soaring costs of medical care.”

Beutler thanked U.S. Senator Ben Nelson in particular for his role in ensuring that the ambulance language 
remained in the final version of the physician payment bill.  “We are grateful to Senator Nelson for his 
perseverance on our behalf,” Beutler said.  “Negotiations over this legislation were arduous, and his efforts 
to secure the ambulance language in the bill will prove invaluable not only to Lincoln, but to ambulance 
providers throughout Nebraska.”

The Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act became law July 15 after both the House and 
Senate overrode the President’s veto of the measure.  It will postpone for 18 months a planned 10.6 percent 
reduction in Medicare reimbursement fees for doctors, but also includes a host of other provisions relating 
to the Medicare and Medicaid programs.  Among those provisions is a 2 percent increase in the Medicare 
reimbursement rate for ground ambulance services in urban areas and a 3 percent increase in rural areas.  
The ambulance provision will be retroactive to July 1, 2008 and will expire on December 31, 2009.

Beutler said the ambulance provision will directly benefit Lincoln Fire and Rescue (LFR), which currently 
collects from Medicare an average of only 77 percent of the total cost of transporting a Medicare patient by 
ambulance.  The medical guidelines and protocols under which LFR must operate are among the most 
stringent in the nation.  As a result, the City spends about $362 per transport, but may collect only about 
$280 of that total from Medicare.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 28, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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BEUTLER CALLS FAHEY “A GREAT CITY LEADER”

Mayor Chris Beutler issued the following statement in response to Omaha Mayor Mike Fahey’s 
announcement that he will not seek re-election:

“Mayor Fahey has achieved the goal of great City leaders -- to leave the community much better than it 
was when you took office.  He has a record of accomplishment during a time of great growth and change 
in Omaha.  I appreciate his efforts to bring Omaha and Lincoln together to look at regional issues and ways 
we can cooperate to benefit both cities and the entire state.  I have enjoyed my working relationship with 
him and will continue to count on his counsel.  He will continue to be a force for change and improvement 
in Omaha and Nebraska.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 29, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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CITY HONORED WITH GROUNDBREAKING AWARD
AT BUILD NEBRASKA HOUSING SUMMIT

Mayor Chris Beutler and the City of Lincoln will be honored today with a Groundbreaking Award from the 
Nebraska Housing Developers Association at the inaugural Build Nebraska Housing Summit.  Lincoln is 
one of two communities to be honored with a 5 p.m. reception at the Cornhusker Marriott in Lincoln.

Lincoln was recognized for its commitment to community development and the City’s efforts in revitalizing 
neighborhoods and offering affordable housing.  Mayor Beutler said that community collaboration and 
teamwork has been a key factor in strengthening some of the city’s core neighborhoods.

“Without the involvement of so many stakeholders over so many years, Lincoln wouldn’t be what it is today 
– a community that values its neighborhoods and is a great place to live and raise a family,” said Mayor 
Beutler.  “Many people and organizations are dedicated to making sure that Lincoln continues to be a great 
city for future generations.”

Beutler said his recent initiative “Stronger Safer Neighborhoods” is an example of ongoing community 
collaboration.  The program works to improve neighborhoods and revitalize problem areas.  It is a 
partnership of government, non-profit organizations, neighborhoods, schools, and the business and 
development community. 

“Lincoln has a long history of citizen involvement,” said Beutler.  “The monthly Mayor’s Neighborhood 
Roundtable, a forum for issues of concern, began in the 1970s.  Strong, active neighborhood associations 
have been a key factor in strengthening social ties to the community, enhancing the urban environment and 
representing residents’ views.” 

In the 1980s, local landmark districts were created to help preserve historic parts of the community.  
Neighborhood Housing Services, later renamed NeighborWorks® Lincoln, also was  established to build 
and rehabilitate housing.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 30, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Jon Carlson, Aide to the Mayor, 441-7224



During the 1990s, the City’s Urban Development Department began creating “focus area plans” with 
neighborhoods to help guide public and private planning and reinvestment.  The City and 17 neighborhood 
associations worked with builders and Realtors to create neighborhood design standards to encourage 
rehabilitation of existing housing while promoting new construction compatible with the surrounding 
environment.

In the last decade, a five-year, $1 million grant from the Woods Charitable Fund to NeighborWorks® Lincoln 
has helped support affordable housing development and drive the continuing collaboration among the City, 
private non-profits and the business and development community.

The Build Nebraska Housing Summit was created to bring community leaders, legislators and policymakers 
together to address critical issues affecting housing development in the state.  More information is available 
on the Nebraska Housing Developers Association Web site at www.housingdevelopers.org.
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Groundbreaking Award
July 30, 2008
Page Two



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Chris Beutler has two media events on his schedule for Thursday, July 31:

At 9:15 a.m., the Mayor and Police Chief Tom Casady will release City crime statistics
for the first six months of 2008 in the City Council Chambers, 555 South 10th Street.

At 10:30 a.m., the Mayor will participate in a news conference to announce plans for the
annual Kindergarten Kickoff at the Gere Branch Library, 2400 South 56th Street.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: July 30, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831



CRIME IN LINCOLN FALLS DRAMATICALLY
IN FIRST HALF OF 2008

Mayor says targeted neighborhood efforts must continue

Mayor Chris Beutler and Chief of Police Tom Casady released crime statistics today showing that overall 
reported crime fell by 19.4 percent during the first six months of 2008, compared to the same period in 2007.  
The Mayor attributed the good news to smart policing and good collaboration of the Lincoln Police 
Department (LPD) with the community.

“The men and women of our outstanding Police Department are doing their work smarter and utilizing their 
resources strategically,” Beutler said.  “Our citizens also deserve a great deal of credit for this good news.  
Police are working closely with neighborhoods.  Collaborative efforts like the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods 
initiative recognize that we can’t simply arrest our way out of crime problems.  They are coordinating the 
resources of neighborhoods, rental property owners, non-profits and police to address root causes of crime.  
This comprehensive approach recognizes the connections between crime, poverty, blight and social 
behaviors to create change and stability.”

“This is the largest decline in crime I am aware of during our history,” said Casady, who began his career 
with LPD in 1974.  “If this trend holds through the second half of the year, it will be a remarkable reduction 
in the actual number of crimes during a year when the population of the City is growing.”

The crime statistics are compiled by the Lincoln Police Department as part of the FBI’s national Uniform 
Crime Reporting program which tracks murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, auto theft and 
larceny theft.  The overall number of those offenses was 1,286 fewer from January through June than it was 
for the first six months of 2007.  There were 23 more robberies and two more rapes, while the remaining five 
offenses (murder, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, and auto theft) all decreased.  

Casady said some of the decrease is due to a change in reporting practices concerning drive-offs from self-
service gas pumps.   He said that change, implemented in August 2007, could account for about 400 cases of 
the 1,286 total.  “Even factoring out the gas drive-offs, crime has decreased by 13.4 percent,” said Casady.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 31, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
                                                       Chief Tom Casady, Lincoln Police Department, 441-7237

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Decreased Crime 
July 31, 2008
Page Two

Crime rates in Lincoln peaked in 1991, and have fallen steadily since that time.  Violent crime rates have 
remained relatively stable since 1991, while property crimes have declined.  “Crime is only a small part of 
the workload of the Police Department,” said Casady, “but it is a critical part of our mission, and I am 
gratified at the continuation of a very good trend.”

To continue the positive trend, Beutler said the City must take three steps:

Crime data are reported to the FBI by more than 17,000 law enforcement agencies nationwide and serve as 
the basis for most published crime statistics, crime rate comparisons and historical comparisons of crime 
reported to the police in the U.S.

- 30 -

Reaffirm its commitment to targeted neighborhood initiatives.  “The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods
focus on a block-by-block approach to solving the problems that contribute to crime is critical.” 

Focus efforts on problem areas.  “At a time when the City budget is badly constricted, we were still
able to make dramatic impacts on the crime rate.  The police did it, not by increasing resources, but
rather by focusing on the crime problems.  A strategic approach is the most cost efficient as well as
being the most effective at reducing crime.”

Maintain other City services.  “Pools, libraries, and recreation centers keep young people busy during
the peak hours when youth crimes occur.  City programs that encourage new housing and new businesses
help reduce the blight and disorder that breeds crime.”



Cable TV Advisory Board Status and Plans 
July 29, 2008 

 
The Cable TV Advisory Board has worked to improve our interaction with Time Warner 
and has set four study goals for the current year.   
 
Planning discussions were held by the Board Chair with TWC’s CEO, Beth Scarborough 
(along with Assistant City Attorney Steve Huggenburger) and with Ann Shrewsbury.  We 
agreed that maintaining open communications and a good working relationship were in 
our mutual interest.  Although Time Warner expressed reservations about one of our 
proposed study areas (Competitiveness), they indicated that they would not oppose it.  
They will cooperate in each area and we agreed to keep them informed on our progress. 
 
Four study areas were developed by the Board.  A committee was formed for each area.  
The four are: 
 

• Competitiveness.  We have begun to look at the possibilities and problems related 
to having one or more additional cable companies in Lincoln.  We will also look 
at emerging technologies and alternative infrastructures and consider their impact 
as competition. 

• Public, Educational, and Government Access Channels.  This study focuses on 
whether PEG channels are well utilized, reaching a significant audience, and 
appropriately organized.  We will also consider the opportunities for bringing in 
additional users, such as local colleges. 

• Complaints Reporting.  We will work with the city to provide an online complaint 
form, to notify citizens about their rights – through the now approved Subscribers 
Bill of Rights, and to provide a database about complaints and their resolution 
(protecting the privacy of citizens, of course). 

• Digital Conversion.  On February 19, 2009, broadcast television will fully convert 
to digital.  While cable companies are not required to convert, there will be 
pressure to go all-digital.  This committee will work with TWC to understand 
their plans and to work with them to assure that any possible conversion is 
appropriately presented and orchestrated (to avoid a Navigator-like controversy). 

 
The Board expects that reports will be written within a year for all four areas.  We hope 
to implement the Complaints Reporting website within the year. 
 
Respectfully submitted July 29, 2008, 
 
Arthur I. Zygielbaum 
Chair, 
Cable TV Advisory Board 
 
 
 
 



 

HOUSING 
Housing and foreclosure bill headed to 
President.  By a vote of 272-152, the House 
approved a 694-page measure that is designed 
to rescue Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac and to 
generally stave off a crisis in the housing 
market.  The Senate is expected to convene 
tomorrow for a rare weekend session to clear 
the bill for President Bush’s signature.  
President Bush this week retreated from his 
earlier threats to veto the bill because of its 
inclusion of $3.9 billion in grants to state and 
local governments and now says that he will 
sign the bill. 
 
The Administration’s Fannie and Freddie 
rescue plan, added to HR 3221 prior to this 
week’s House action, would make a line of 
credit available to both corporations and 
would also authorize the Treasury 
Department to purchase equity shares of both 
firms if needed.  Although both Fannie and 
Freddie insist that they are on sound footing 
and in no need of a federal bailout, the 
Congressional Budget Office and other 
analysts estimate that the bailout of the two 
companies could cost  taxpa yers 
approximately $25 billion. 
 
The bill would also impose a new federal 
regulator on Fannie and Freddie.  Many 
critics argue that an in an effort to advance its 
goal of increased home ownership, HUD not 
only relaxed its oversight of Fannie and 
Freddie in recent years but even encouraged 
them to purchase risky mortgages. 
 
The centerpiece provisions of the measure 
would increase the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) loan limit by $300 
billion, with all of the increase specifically 
targeted towards the refinancing of mortgages 
facing foreclosure.  Under the bill, a bank 
holding the mortgage would have to agree to 
a write down of the loan to the current value 

of the house in exchange for FHA insurance 
of the mortgage.  The program would be 
limited to mortgages issued on or before 
January 1, 2008 and to owner-occupied 
homes that are a primary residence. 
 
HR 3221 would also appropriate $3.9 billion 
for grants to state and local governments for 
the purchase and rehabilitation of foreclosed 
and vacant property.  The bill calls for HUD 
to develop a formula (based on foreclosure 
rates, percentage of homes financed by a 
subprime loan, and the number of houses in 
default or delinquency) for the funds within 
60 days and to distribute the funds within 
another 30 days. 
 
Grantees would have 18 months to spend the 
funds, which would not require a match, and 
all funding would be targeted to families at or 
below 120 percent of area median, with at 
least 25 percent targeted to families at or 
below 50 percent of area median income.  
Although the bill would require that funds be 
spent in the most troubled localities, it 
appears that the bill does not include a 
requirement that HUD directly allocate funds 
to local governments. 
 
The bill would also create an Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund administered by HUD.  
The Trust Fund would be capitalized by a fee 
paid by Fannie and Freddie of 0.42 percent of 
all new mortgages they acquire.  Until FY 
2011, most of the funding would be used to 
cover expenses and losses arising from the 
FHA Hope for Homeowners Program 
referred to above. 
 
Beginning in FY 2012, the bulk of the 
funding would go to the Trust Fund and 
would be allocated to the states by formula.  
The funding would be extremely targeted, 
with at least 75 percent going to extremely 
low-income families.   The Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) estimates that the Trust 
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Fund will provide $1.6 billion in grants 
between FY 2010 and FY 2016. 
 
Other provisions of HR 3221 include: 
 
• An increase in the size of individual 

mortgages that FHA can insure and 
structural changes to FHA; 

 
• An appropriation of $180 million to 

the Neighborhood Reinvestment 
Corporation for housing and credit 
counseling services; 

 
• Expansion of veteran housing 

programs to authorize funding for the 
retrofit of housing to accommodate 
people with disabilities; 

 
• A $0.20 per capita increase in the 

Low-Income Housing Tax Credit 
(LIHTC) cap for 2008 and 2009 and 
several technical changes to the rules 
governing the LIHTC; 

 
• A $7,500 tax credit for homebuyers; 
 
• Allowing homeowners who do not 

itemize their deductions to take a $500 
($1,000 for couples) tax deduction of 
state and local property taxes; 

 
• A one-year increase in the private 

activity bond cap of $11 billion for 
housing construction and the 
refinancing of subprime loans, and 

 
• A temporary expansion of mortgage 

revenue bonds insured by Federal 
Home Loan Banks to allow their use 
on infrastructure and other non-
housing projects. 

 
TRANSPORTATION 
House approved bridge, highway trust fund 
measures.  The House this week approved 
two major transportation bills -- HR 3999 
would provide an additional $1 billion to 
states in FY 2009 to repair structurally 
deficient bridges on the National Highway 
System, and HR 6532 would infuse $8 
billion into the soon-to-be-depleted 
Highway Trust Fund. 
 
The bridge bill passed by a final vote of 
367–55, after a number of minor 
amendments were approved.  Bill sponsors 
also changed language in the bill of 
concern to Republicans that prohibited 
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states from transferring the bridge funds 
to other highway accounts.  The measure 
now allows for a transfer, but only if the 
state can prove to the Department of 
Transportation that there are no bridges 
on the National Highway System that are 
eligible for replacement. 
 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee Chairman James Oberstar 
(D-MN), introduced HR 3999 in 
response to the collapse of the I-35W 
bridge in Minneapolis last summer.  The 
bill now heads to the Senate, where it 
faces an uncertain future. 
 
The highway trust fund (HTF) measure 
was approved by a vote of 387 – 37, well 
over the necessary margin to override a 
threatened Presidential veto.  The HTF is 
funded by the federal excise tax on 
gasoline sales, which is set currently at 
18.4 cents per gallon sold.  Projections 
by the White House budget office 
indicate that the HTF will reach a zero 
balance at the end of the calendar year, 
and run a $3 billion shortfall through 
2009. 
 
Numerous transportation infrastructure 
projects that are financed with federal 
highway dollars could face extremely 
difficult challenges if the HTF goes into 
the red.  Numerous transportation 
industry representatives appear to have 
convinced Congress that such a scenario 
would be detrimental to an already 
suffering economy. 
 
Back in 1998, the HTF was in a much 
more stable financial position so $8 
billion was transferred out of the HTF 
and deposited in the general fund and 
subsequently spent on disaster 
assistance.  Sponsors of HR 6532 
maintain the bill simply restores those 
funds to the HTF. 
 
Earlier this month, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee approved the 
$8 billion transfer in its version of the 
FY 2009 DOT spending bill.  A transfer 
proposal is also expected to be included 
in a package of popular expired tax 
breaks that will be introduced next week 
by Senate Finance Committee Chairman 
Max Baucus (D-MT). 
 
 

HUMAN SERVICES 
Senate to consider increasing FY 2008 
funds for LIHEAP.  Senate leadership 
hopes to schedule a procedural vote next 
week on legislation (S 3186) designed to 
add $2.5 billion in FY 2008 emergency 
spending to the Low Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).  
LIHEAP provides grants to states to 
assist low-income residents in paying 
utility bills. 
 
Sponsors of the bill defended the need 
for such emergency spending, citing the 
significant increases in prices for 
electricity that are already causing 
problems for low-income residents this 
summer, and spikes in the price of home 
heating oil that will plague consumers 
this winter.  S 3186 would provide $1.25 
billion to the LIHEAP formula account 
in FY 2008 and another $1.25 billion to 
a LIHEAP discretionary account. 
 
The LIHEAP formula tends to favor 
cold-weather states, but when overall 
funding for the program exceeds $1.98 
billion annually, a trigger is enacted in 
the formula that treats warm weather 
states more equitably.  The current FY 
2008 level for LIHEAP formula grants is 
approximately $2.02 billion, and that 
level would rise to $3.27 billion under S 
3186.  The FY 2008 discretionary 
account – from which the Department of 
Health and Human Services can 
distribute funds in emergencies – would 
rise from $596 million to $1.846 billion. 
 
Next week the Senate plans to hold a 
cloture vote on S 3186, which requires 
60 votes to limit debate on the measure.  
Given that the Senate intends to adjourn 
at the end of next week for a summer 
recess that will last through the first 
week in September, the measure is likely 
to be pulled from floor consideration to 
avoid lengthy debate if the cloture vote 
fails. 
 
There is no House companion to S 3186 
at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
House bill would prohibit discriminatory 
taxes on satellite TV.  A subcommittee of 
the House Judiciary Committee approved 
legislation (HR 3679) this week that would 
prevent states from taxing satellite 
television providers differently than their 
cable and Internet television competitors. 
 
The “State Video Tax Fairness Act” says 
that “no State shall impose a 
discriminatory tax on any means of 
p rovid ing  mu l t i -channe l  v ideo 
programming distribution services, 
including Internet protocol (or any 
successor protocol), direct broadcast 
satellite delivery, and cable television 
services.”  “Discriminatory tax” is defined 
as any form of direct or indirect tax that 
results in different net State charges being 
imposed on substantially equivalent multi-
channel video programming services based 
on the means by which those services are 
delivered. 
 
Satellite television operators claim that 
there are a handful of states that charge 
higher taxes for their services than the 
other providers.  Cable and Internet 
providers maintain that the higher levies 
are fair because the satellite providers do 
not pay a franchise fee. Satellite companies 
counter that their service does not intrude 
on public rights-of-way and so there is no 
basis for them to pay franchise fees.  The 
satellite providers had been having little 
luck in gaining relief in statehouses, but 
have found a sympathetic ear in House 
Judiciary Committee Chairman John 
Conyers (D-MI). 
 
Conyers hopes to consider the bill in the 
full Judiciary Committee before the end of 
the year.  There is no Senate companion 
bill at this time. 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
DHS announces program allocations.  The 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
this week announced FY 2008 allocations 
for its federal grant programs. 
 
A total of $1.69 billion is available for the 
State Homeland Security Program (SHSP), 
Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI), 
Metropolitan Medical Response System 
Program, and Citizen Corps Program.  
There is also $852 million available for the 
Transit Security Grant Program, Port 
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Security Grant Program, Buffer Zone 
Protection Program, Trucking Security 
Program, and Intercity Bus Security 
Grants. 
 
In comparison to the funding for FY 
2007, the total amount of funding for the 
State Homeland Security Program 
(SHSP) and the Urban Areas Security 
Initiatives (UASI) were increased.  This 
increase was made by eliminating funds 
for the Law Enforcement Terrorism 
Prevention Program.  To make up for the 
loss of terrorism prevention programs, 
DHS will require that applicants use 25 
percent of funding from both SHSP and 
UASI towards activities for terrorism 
prevention. 
 
The DHS overview of each program 
with allocations for each state may be 
found at: 
www.capitaledge.com/homeland.doc. 
 
  
  









Donald R Herz/Notes

07/31/2008 02:40 PM

To Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>

cc CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes, Mayor/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Re: Ambulance Enterprise Fund

Jon,

  Here are three files that has the information you requested:

 

File A has a chart of the interfund loan, File B has the underlying data for the chart and File C has the 
history of  the fee changes.  Let me know if you have questions.
_____________________________________________
Don Herz
Finance Director 
City of Lincoln

Phone:  402-441-7411
Cell:       402-440-6070
Fax:       402-441-8325
E-mail:    dherz@lincoln.ne.gov
_____________________________________________

Jon Camp <joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com>

Jon Camp 
<joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.
com> 

07/30/2008 11:36 AM

To <dherz@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

Subject Ambulance Enterprise Fund

Don:
 
Would you please provide me with an update as soon as possible on the outstanding balance of the 
ambulance enterprise fund?
 
I would like to have a monthly summary for the last 24 months as well as annual balances (August 30th) 
since its inception.
 
Please also indicate the dates on which fee increases took effect.  As I recall, there have been at least 
two significant increases in the last two years amounting to 22-28%.
 
Thanks.
 
Jon
 



JON A. CAMP
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.
200 Haymarket Square
808 P Street
P.O. Box 82307
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307
 
Office:        402.474.1838
Fax:           402.474.1838
Cell:           402.560.1001
 
Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com
 
"Judge a man by his questions rather than by his answers."
- Voltaire
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.
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EMS Loan Amount
Date Amount
9/30/2000 98,308        
10/31/2000 105,411      
11/30/2000 113,612      
12/31/2000 124,361      
1/31/2001 528,391      
2/28/2001 870,767      
3/31/2001 1,141,471  
4/30/2001 1,376,063  
5/31/2001 1,605,079  
6/30/2001 1,586,666  
7/31/2001 1,805,645  
8/31/2001 1,482,950  
9/30/2001 1,428,298  
10/31/2001 1,246,095  
11/30/2001 1,054,142  
12/31/2001 980,507      
1/31/2002 1,124,171  
2/28/2002 967,293      
3/31/2002 904,077      
4/30/2002 768,018      
5/31/2002 760,789      
6/30/2002 745,205      
7/31/2002 687,241      
8/31/2002 745,088      
9/30/2002 516,227      
10/31/2002 712,047      
11/30/2002 695,687      
12/31/2002 679,519      
1/31/2003 840,150      
2/28/2003 788,675      
3/31/2003 868,346      
4/30/2003 745,794      
5/31/2003 785,545      
6/30/2003 785,947      
7/31/2003 812,715      
8/31/2003 855,535      
9/30/2003 866,308      
10/31/2003 969,415      
11/30/2003 1,085,394  
12/31/2003 1,032,000  
1/31/2004 994,765      
2/29/2004 1,151,910  
3/31/2004 1,037,625  
4/30/2004 1,005,862  
5/31/2004 967,168      
6/30/2004 961,737      
7/31/2004 1,003,141  
8/31/2004 1,030,064  



9/30/2004 1,104,655  
10/31/2004 999,928      
11/30/2004 956,458      
12/31/2004 1,016,606  
1/31/2005 1,137,604  
2/28/2005 1,159,988  
3/31/2005 1,367,087  
4/30/2005 1,266,609  
5/31/2005 1,210,104  
6/30/2005 1,222,293  
7/31/2005 1,249,948  
8/31/2005 1,391,959  
9/30/2005 1,517,430  
10/31/2005 1,584,998  
11/30/2005 1,521,395  
12/31/2005 1,543,111  
1/31/2006 1,728,475  
2/28/2006 1,705,214  
3/31/2006 1,778,185  
4/30/2006 1,694,288  
5/31/2006 1,679,209  
6/30/2006 1,663,034  
7/31/2006 1,630,007  
8/31/2006 1,749,240  
9/30/2006 1,782,618  
10/31/2006 1,750,552  
11/30/2006 1,624,542  
12/31/2006 1,641,398  
1/31/2007 1,848,876  
2/28/2007 1,808,040  
3/31/2007 1,834,570  
4/30/2007 1,902,098  
5/31/2007 1,884,043  
6/30/2007 1,901,272  
7/31/2007 1,755,182  
8/31/2007 1,821,164  
9/30/2007 1,761,358  
10/31/2007 1,830,638  
11/30/2007 1,915,277  
12/31/2007 2,015,768  
1/31/2008 2,494,310  
2/29/2008 2,149,076  
3/31/2008 2,007,055  
4/30/2008 1,628,901  
5/31/2008 1,450,149  
6/30/2008 1,350,445  



EMS Rate History

What Who Effective 
Date

Expired 
Date

 BLS NE 
A0428 

 % of 
Increase 

 BLS E 
A0429 

 % of 
Increase 

 ALS 1 E  
A0427 

 % of 
Increase 

 ALS 2 E 
A0433 

 % of 
Increase 

 ALS NE 
A0426 

 % of 
Increase 

 SCT 
A0434 

 % of 
Increase  Intercept  % of 

Increase  T&R  % of 
Increase 

 Team 
Transport 

 % of 
Increase 

 Mileage 
A0425 

 % of 
Increase 

 Amb. 
Standby 

 % of 
Increase 

 Bike 
Standby 

 % of 
Increase 

 Event 
Standby 

 % of 
Increase 

 Individual 
Standby 

 % of 
Increase 

Charges LFR 01/01/01 08/31/02  $ 300.00  $ 400.00  $ 495.00  $ 495.00  $ 495.00  $ 495.00  $   275.00  $ 250.00  $     75.00  $    8.00  $   72.00  $   55.00  $   55.00  - 

Charges LFR 09/01/02 12/31/03  $ 310.00 3%  $ 415.00 4%  $ 513.00 4%  $ 550.00 11%  $ 495.00 0%  $ 550.00 11%  $   275.00 0%  $ 250.00 0%  $     75.00 0%  $    8.25 3%  $   72.00 0%  $   55.00 0%  $   55.00 0%  -  

Charges LFR 01/01/04 08/31/04  $ 323.00 4%  $ 432.00 4%  $ 535.00 4%  $ 570.00 4%  $ 515.00 4%  $ 570.00 4%  $   275.00 0%  $ 260.00 4%  $     78.00 4%  $    8.50 3%  $   78.00 8%  $   57.00 4%  $   57.00 4%  $           -    

Charges LFR 09/01/04 11/14/06  $ 337.00 4%  $ 450.00 4%  $ 558.00 4%  $ 595.00 4%  $ 537.00 4%  $ 595.00 4%  $   275.00 0%  $ 270.00 4%  $     81.00 4%  $    8.85 4%  $   78.00 0%  $   59.00 4%  $   59.00 4%  $     50.00  

Charges LFR 11/15/06 05/31/07  $ 402.00 19%  $ 535.00 19%  $ 665.00 19%  $ 705.00 18%  $ 640.00 19%  $ 705.00 18%  $   330.00 20%  $ 325.00 20%  $     97.00 20%  $  12.50 41%  $   85.00 9%  $   65.00 10%  $   65.00 10%  $     55.00 10%

Charges LFR 06/01/07 08/31/08  $ 413.00 3%  $ 550.00 3%  $ 685.00 3%  $ 730.00 4%  $ 660.00 3%  $ 730.00 4%  $   335.00 2%  $ 330.00 2%  $     98.00 1%  $  12.50 0%  $   85.00 0%  $   65.00 0%  $   65.00 0%  $     55.00 0%

Charges LFR 09/01/08  $ 430.00 4%  $ 575.00 5%  $ 715.00 4%  $ 760.00 4%  $ 685.00 4%  $ 760.00 4%  $   345.00 3%  $ 345.00 5%  $   102.00 4%  $  13.00 4%  $   88.00 4%  $   67.00 3%  $   67.00 3%  $     57.00 4%

 



             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2007-08 2007-08 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 06-07 FR. 06-07
SEPTEMBER $4,547,456 $4,521,738 ($25,718) ($24,509) -0.54%

OCTOBER $4,747,528 $4,973,261 $225,733 $427,436 9.40%
NOVEMBER $4,747,528 $4,659,859 ($87,669) $5,261 0.11%
DECEMBER $4,418,533 $4,723,609 $305,076 $453,288 10.61%
JANUARY $4,529,683 $4,590,789 $61,106 $120,442 2.69%

FEBRUARY $5,752,343 $5,106,677 ($645,666) ($559,857) -9.88%
MARCH $4,189,288 $4,096,136 ($93,152) $104,635 2.62%
APRIL $3,978,102 $4,118,712 $140,610 $230,614 5.93%
MAY $4,617,219 $4,730,837 $113,618 $216,569 4.80%
JUNE $4,478,281 $4,722,943 $244,662 $244,724 5.46%
JULY $4,539,414 $4,505,792 ($33,622) ($111,001) -2.40%

AUGUST $4,845,078

TOTAL $55,390,453 $50,750,353 $204,978 $1,107,602 2.23%

 
Actual collections through the first eleven months of the fiscal year are .41%
above projected collections.



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,239,938 $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 -0.39% $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84%

OCTOBER $4,464,191 $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 2.48% $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22%

NOVEMBER $4,407,744 $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 2.38% $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44%

DECEMBER $4,034,958 $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 0.25% $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92%

JANUARY $4,046,633 $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 1.85% $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37%

FEBRUARY $5,224,986 $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 -4.75% $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62%

MARCH $4,076,943 $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 2.14% $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18%

APRIL $3,711,803 $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 -2.61% $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19%

MAY $4,184,028 $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 -3.95% $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,169,550 $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 -0.40% $4,664,470 2.75% $4,859,251 4.18%

JULY $4,105,554 $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 3.00% $4,772,617 2.53% $4,983,976 4.43%

AUGUST $4,402,156 $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 3.91% $4,887,329 -2.09%

TOTAL $51,068,484 $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 0.20% $56,302,764 0.77% $52,696,328 2.49%#DIV/0! #DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($48,531) ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) -66.19% ($90,282) 230.10%

OCTOBER ($64,605) ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) -53.55% ($79,688) -52.19%

NOVEMBER ($134,088) ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) -97.77% ($158,855) 3993.08%

DECEMBER ($177,459) ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) 2676.56% ($29,848) -82.99%

JANUARY ($306,467) ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) -68.75% ($26,308) -68.79%

FEBRUARY ($61,404) ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) 345.70% ($489,939) 49.77%

MARCH ($17,601) ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) -19.47% ($325,269) 143.51%

APRIL ($281,861) ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) -33.59% ($108,764) -16.73%

MAY ($275,081) ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) 129.13% ($22,529) -94.10%

JUNE ($138,914) ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) 1222.34% ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($563,339) ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) 294.58% ($478,184) 206.87%

AUGUST ($341,868) ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) 887.17% ($43,759) -92.32%

TOTAL ($2,411,218) ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) 46.07% ($1,989,734) -15.05%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2002-2003 THROUGH 2007-2008

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2002-2003 2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,191,407 $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 0.82% $4,546,247 -0.07% $4,521,738 -0.54%

OCTOBER $4,399,587 $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 -1.69% $4,545,825 1.82% $4,973,261 9.40%

NOVEMBER $4,273,655 $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 0.85% $4,654,599 0.63% $4,659,859 0.11%

DECEMBER $3,857,499 $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 7.91% $4,270,321 -5.21% $4,723,609 10.61%

JANUARY $3,740,166 $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 0.75% $4,470,347 9.75% $4,590,789 2.69%

FEBRUARY $5,163,582 $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 0.56% $5,666,534 -1.01% $5,106,677 -9.88%

MARCH $4,059,342 $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 0.55% $3,991,501 -2.22% $4,096,136 2.62%

APRIL $3,429,942 $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 -5.80% $3,888,098 2.47% $4,118,712 5.93%

MAY $3,908,947 $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 -5.02% $4,514,268 3.14% $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,030,637 $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 0.06% $4,478,219 -1.05% $4,722,943 5.46%

JULY $3,542,215 $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 5.95% $4,616,793 0.03% $4,505,792 -2.40%

AUGUST $4,060,288 $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 5.98% $4,317,734 -12.49%

TOTAL $48,657,267 $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 0.91% $53,960,485 -0.57% $50,750,353 2.23%
Year to date vs.
previous year

Page 3



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 30, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046 (LLCHD)

Melissa Pavlish, 323-6412 (YMCA)

Ensuring the Safety of Child Swimmers

The swimming season is in full swing and with August approaching, families will be taking
advantage of time to cool off in the pool or area lakes.  To ensure the safety of child swimmers,
Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County is offering a Water Watcher drowning prevention class on
Monday, August 4, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. at the YMCA Cooper Branch, 6767 South 14  Street. th

This free class is open to all Lincoln/Lancaster County families.  There will be interactive
educational sessions for all ages, and participants are encouraged to bring swim suits.

The class provides information on proper child supervision techniques, ensuring pools are
inaccessible to young children, rescue and emergency practices, and life jacket and pool safety. 
Please call the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department at 441-8045 for more information
or to register for the class.





























































































July 29, 2008

56th Street and Elkcrest Drive
Project #700846

State Project #STPP-5241 (4)

Weather permitting, 56th Street and Elkcrest Drive will be resurfaced the weekend of August 8, 2008
as part of the 56th and Elkcrest Intersection Safety Improvement Project.  This will require 56th Street
to be closed to through traffic from south of Quail Ridge to north of Vavak Place.  The contractor is
allowed to close 56th Street at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, August 8, 2008 and must complete the milling,
resurfacing, pavement marking and remaining traffic signal work and re-open 56th Street to through
traffic by 3:30 p.m. on Monday, August 11, 2008.

There will be a period of time when the contractor is preparing the area and laying the new asphalt. 56th
Street will be fully closed within the work zone to all vehicles except emergency vehicles.  Once the
asphalt has been placed, it must be allowed to cool and set up sufficiently before traffic can be allowed
to travel across it.  We expect this time period to be less than a day, weather permitting.

The City of Lincoln realizes this work may temporarily inconvenience tenants, motorists, and
pedestrians.  Temporary parking will be provided along South 56th Street at various locations for those
unable to access their street and/or driveway.  Additional parking is also available along Woodland
Avenue with pedestrian access to Quail Ridge Drive via the pedestrian trail through Larson Park.  Caution

should be used when using the areas under construction.

If weather conditions do not allow the resurfacing to be completed the weekend of August 8, 2008, the
work will be rescheduled for the weekend of August 15, 2008.

If you have any questions regarding access during the resurfacing or have special access needs, please
contact:

Constructors Inc. City of Lincoln, Engineering Services
Steve Samuelson, President Elmer Cole, Project Manager
(402) 434-1764 (402) 441-7581

700846 Adv EJC tdq 2.wpd



Dan Marvin 
<dmarvin@neb.rr.com> 

07/30/2008 04:56 PM

To Tammy Grammer <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject FW: Star Tran Bus Service

Please include in directors packet

 

From:Glenda D Moore [mailto:gmoore@unlnotes.unl.edu] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 3:50 PM
To: dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Star Tran Bus Service

 

Dear Councilman Marvin:

I work part time in downtown Lincoln and for the past 7 years have used Star Tran for 
transportation to and from work/home. Every day, I ride the 1:00/1:30 p.m. bus from downtown 
to near my home and every day there are from 8 to 20 persons on that bus. Many are using the 
bus for transportation to/from their jobs.

Please do NOT vote for a reduction of or elimination of bus service from 10 a.m. to 2 pm as the 
Mayor has proposed. Many working persons will be affected, and hence, both jobs and the 
economy of Lincoln will suffer. If anything, this is a time to provide even better bus service as 
more people wish to reduce the amount of money they spend on gasoline.

If you should need further information, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you.

Glenda Dietrich Moore
5401 Franklin St.
Lincoln NE 68506
402-483-5308
gmoore3@unl.edu



Dan Marvin 
<dmarvin@neb.rr.com> 

07/30/2008 05:01 PM

To Tammy Grammer <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject FW: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program

Please put in the directors packet

 

From:Susan Melcher [mailto:melcherj5-2@inebraska.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 2:41 PM
To: dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program

 

Councilman Marvin,

 

Please do not vote to cut or eliminate funding for the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program.   
With guidance from the SSN program, we are able to maintain our neighborhoods using our own 
funds and labor.  In the long run, funding the SSN program will pay for itself through fewer 
police calls and other city services that are typically required when an area becomes blighted.  
Much like preventive care in medicine, programs like SSN ensure healthy inner-city 
neighborhoods for future generations.

 

Thank you,

Susan Melcher

 



Dan Marvin 
<dmarvin@neb.rr.com> 

07/30/2008 05:01 PM

To Tammy Grammer <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject FW: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods

Please put in the directors packet

 

 

From:Pam Baker [mailto:pbaker@woodscharitable.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, July 30, 2008 10:48 AM
To: dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods

 

Dear Dan,

 

I am writing because I fear that the City might cut support for the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods 
program.  I believe that this program is critical to developing solutions to address the issues that 
threaten the security and viability of Lincoln’s older neighborhoods.  The program provides the 
focus required to make necessary changes to protect and improve our inner city. And the City of 
Lincoln needs to be a partner in this work.  

 

Thank you.

Pam Baker

1235 Surfside Court

Lincoln, NE  68528

 

 



Dan Marvin 
<dmarvin@neb.rr.com> 

07/31/2008 12:24 PM

To Tammy Grammer <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject FW: City Budget

Please include in the directors packet

-----Original Message-----
From: Maurice Baker [mailto:mbaker35@alltel.net]
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 12:23 PM
To: dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: mayor@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: City Budget

Councilman Marvin:

I know the council has to search for ways to balance the city budget and
even small items are being examined as to their priority.  I understand
this includes the Safe Neighborhoods program.  As an activist in the
Clinton Neighborhood, I can attest to the fact that such programs can be
effective in preserving and improving our older neighborhoods.

I have worked with the Free to Grow program in the Clinton area and have
seen great improvements.  These include the eliminating "drug houses",
improving the physical facilities by enforcing codes, making residents
aware of resources that will help them improve their properties,
developing a sense of community so people report situations that need
agency attention and the very important development of concern  for your
neighbors and the neighborhood.  During our last community cleanup, we
had the least amount of trash that I have ever seen.  This reflects the
sense of concern and not a failure to bring the trash to the rolloffs.
I personally drove the alleys of approximately one-half of the
neighborhood that day and could find little to haul to the collection site.

I see the Safe Neighborhoods program as being able to achieve many of
the same gains if it is permitted to continue.  Therefore, I urge you
not to use this program as a way of meeting your very difficult job of
balancing the budget.

Maurice Baker
464-1864
3259 Starr Street



Paula Rhian 
<travelczarina@yahoo.com> 

07/24/2008 05:32 PM
Please respond to

<travelczarina@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Stronger Safer Neighborhoods

Council Members,

 

  I know you are considering cutting the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Program out of the City 
Budget. As a person concerned about the future of our neighborhoods and our community, I 
hope you will NOT cut this important program.  As president of the Everett Neighborhood 
Association I see every day the severe need for this program.  The CORE neighborhoods have 
been ignored for so many years that they need the extra help from the Stronger, Safer 
Neighborhoods Program.  If the city does not focus on protecting what it has and only looks to 
the fringes for new construction we will soon have a black hole in the middle of Lincoln that 
people will be afraid to drive through, let alone live in.

 

Protecting neighborhoods, strengthening downtown, fighting crime, encouraging 
home-ownership, and providing safety for residents are goals that we cannot ignore. This 
proposed cut would eliminate the one city program dedicated entirely to this vision. It is a 
short-sighted cut that ignores the needs of thousands of neighborhood residents.

 

The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods project manager reports directly to the Chief of Police and 
the Mayor. That kind of chain of command ensures attention and action. The CORE 
neighborhoods need your action to help save our neighborhoods and our community.

 

Please keep the Stronger Safer Neighborhoods program in the City budget. 

 

Paula Rhian

President

Everett Neighborhood Association 



Larry Zink 
<zinklarry@gmail.com> 

07/24/2008 07:35 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Stroner Safer Neighborhoods Project

Dear Lincoln City Council Members:
 
I am writing to express my opposition to current proposals to cut and/or eliminate Mayor 
Beutler's new Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program and the staff that supports that effort.  If 
any changes are to be made to this program, I would urge you to provide it with more resources, 
NOT reduce the resources available to this valuable program.  
 
Many of the older core neighborhoods of Lincoln are under stress (increased crime, deteriorating 
buildings, low rates of home ownership and increased levels of absentee landlords, deteriorating 
infrastructure and services, etc.).  The Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program is an innovative 
effort to make limited public resources available to help coordinate efforts by neighborhoods, 
public agencies and the private sector to work together to address these issues.  If these inner city 
problems are not addressed in a timely manner, other cities have found that the long-term public 
costs will be much higher the the relatively modest cost of this program.  Efforts to cut this 
innovative program would be an excellent example of the old saying, "penny wise and pound 
foolish".  
 
The issue has also been raised as to whether the program is properly placed in the Police 
Department.  Efforts over the last few years to address these types of problems through 
collaborative efforts (e.g. problem property team) have shown that the active involvement of 
LPD is frequently a critical component of success.  I would urge that this program to left in the 
LPD, at least for the next few years until it has more of a history and then fine-tuning might 
occur.  Moving a new, limited resources program like this one around between administrative 
centers will make it much less likely to be successful. 
 
I urge your support of this valuable and innovative program.

-- 
Larry Zink 
University Place homeowner
4926 Leighton Ave
Lincoln, NE 68504
 



Cindy Hulsebus 
<CHulsebus@FirstNebTrust.C
om> 

07/25/2008 01:35 PM

To <rstevens@lancaster.ne.gov>, 
<commish@lancaster.ne.gov>, <dschorr@lancaster.ne.gov>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject New Jail Option

Great job Dan Marvin, pass of the City raising taxes to the County!  Raising property taxes to complete the City and 
County problems of managing money is NOT a good idea. Using property taxes as your money tree has got to stop.

 

Spread the tax around to ALL people of Lincoln/Lancaster County.  Raise sales tax, include a city tax on our 
payrolls or something other that property taxes!  Check your property records and see how many baby boomers and 
close to retired home owners there are.  You are forcing us to leave the state.  In my case it’s not a problem, my 
daughter lives in Omahaand Co. Bluffs is looking pretty good right now.



Jeanette Fanmeyer 
<jako@inebraska.com> 

07/26/2008 05:19 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject random drug testing.

I work for Crete Carrier and All employees are  subjected to random drug testing at any time. If you get the phone 
call you go.  Not a problem. Just part of the job. By the way Acklie is an attorney.  
It's time for the city to become part of the 21st  century reality of drug usage. If like the fire chief says, city 
employees are  part of the general population then randomly drug test All of them like the  general population.



Brenda West 
<westbre@gmail.com> 

07/26/2008 10:29 PM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Library Hours changes

Please do not change the Bethany Library hours!  If it were not for the evening hours we 
wouldn't be able to use the library!  Your are going to reduce the number of patrons, then 
reevaluate in a couple more years (if that) and decide that we don't "need" this library any longer 
due to the reduced usage.  Most of us can not use the library during the 8-5 workday hours.  

You tried to shut it down about 10-15 years ago, and we settled with the current hours.  Please 
don't do this.

Current Bethany Branch Hours:
1810 No. Cotner Blvd.
Monday - Thursday:   1 p.m. - 9 p.m.        
Friday - Saturday:   10 a.m. - 6 p.m.    
Sunday :   Closed            
Total Public Service Hours Per Week: 48 
Threatened Bethany Branch Hours:
1810 No. Cotner Blvd.
Monday - Saturday:   10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday:   Closed

Total Public Service Hours Per Week:  48

Sincerely,
Brenda E. West, Jesse West, Caira West
Library Patrons



blazingcomet45 
<blazingcomet45@yahoo.com
> 

07/27/2008 06:00 PM
Please respond to

<blazingcomet45@yahoo.com
>

To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Fw: Re:  Traffic signal at 24th& Superior

Please distribute copies to all council members except John Spatz.

--- On Sun, 7/27/08, blazingcomet45 <blazingcomet45@yahoo.com>  wrote:
From: blazingcomet45 <blazingcomet45@yahoo.com>
Subject: Re: Traffic signal at 24th& Superior
To: JSPATZ@LINCOLN.NE.GOV
Date: Sunday, July 27, 2008, 5:59 PM
The intersection I am at is 19th& Superior.  We DONOT need another traffic signal 4 blocks 
down from the one at 21st.  Talk about congestion!  All of these streets pose a problem getting 
onto Superior.  If another signal goes in, it should be at 19th& Superior where there is an 
actual intersection.  I have used 24th and know it is a problem trying to turn left.  Hey, they 
installed a traffic light at 27th and Old Dairy rd.  Use that. Since that one backs traffic up, take 
advantage of it.  I have. When traffic is heavy, I have seen it so backed up you can hardly turn 
right onto Superior.  We just don't need another signal. If you care to contact me, my phone is 
438-1452 and my name is Sandra Lab





Scott Baird 
<scottbaird2@gmail.com> 

07/28/2008 07:20 AM
Please respond to

<scottbaird@aya.yale.edu>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Initiative.

Please continue funding for the Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Initiative.  This initiaitve will help 
us to focus city, private sector and neighborhood resources to address the problems that we are 
starting to see in this neighborhood - before they become a significant financial and quality of 
life burden for our community. 
 
Scott Baird



Bradley Walker 
<bkw@nanonation.net> 

07/28/2008 07:48 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Safety is Vital

Dear Council Members:

I want to add my voice and wholehearted support of the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods 
Initiative. I grew up in the Near South and have watched it change over the years. While there 
are some positives there, it has mostly been to the detriment of the area and its residents – my 
parents still among them. Our responsibility to our entire community requires our attention, 
vigilance and investment where it is needed. I no longer live in the area, but I have seen enough 
communities who failed to protect their core neighborhoods. Lincoln has avoided some of the 
pitfalls of other areas, but this is not one we can afford to take a risk with. There are simply not 
enough resources in the tank to try to take on a more significant re-development effort down the 
road, possibly necessitated by your action to remove support for Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods. 
We need to continue our modest investment in programs that can help today and be an additive 
force for the future. Please take this opportunity to re-affirm your support of our neighborhoods 
and this program.

Yours in ensuring a bright future for ALL of Lincoln, 

Bradley

-- 

[IMAGE]

Bradley K. Walker
President and CEO,
nanonation.inc
301 South 13th Street
Suite 700
Lincoln, Nebraska  68508

(402) 323-6260 direct
(402) 770-6266 cell
(402) 323-6268 fax

bkw@nanonation.net

 



John Baylor 
<John@BaylorTestPrep.com> 

07/28/2008 08:24 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc "'Scott Baird'" <scottbaird2@gmail.com>

bcc

Subject Please continue funding for the Stronger, Safer 
Neighborhood Initiative.

Dear City Council:

 

I don't profess to have all the details, but at least one intelligent, financially savvy person 
assigned to coordinate all private, public, and non-profit initiatives in the near-South 
neighborhood makes sense to me.  That area is in decay.  If we neglect it any more now, we'll 
pay even more later.  

 

So where to cut?  Boy there seem to be a lot of layers within LFD's management hierarchy.  I 
have plenty of other ideas as well.  Contact me if you'd like.  

 

I'm sending this merely to reiterate my support for coordinated, imminent efforts to revive the 
near-South neighborhood.

 

Best:

John Baylor

Baylor Test Prep

John@BaylorTestPrep.com

402-475-PREP (7737)



Dan Lambe 
<dlambe@arborday.org> 

07/28/2008 08:41 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject The Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative

7-28-08

Council members,

Pleasecontinue support for the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative.  Regardless of which 
neighborhood we live in, we are all impacted by the strength of the city as a whole.   I encourage 
you to continue efforts to build upon the progress and commitment to making our city andall of
its neighborhoods safer, cleaner andmore inviting.

Thanks for your attention.

Dan Lambe

Vice President, Programs

Arbor Day Foundation

402-473-9573

www.arborday.org



Marilyn McNabb 
<mmcnabb1@alltel.net> 

07/24/2008 09:37 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Something to think about--7-17 Wall St. Journal

WSJ.com - Opinion: If You Build It, the Jobs Won't Come*
 
I hope this link  works.
Marilyn  McNabb





















<LBaker@Ameritas.com> 

07/28/2008 12:13 PM

To <libraryboard@lincolnlibraries.org>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject cutting Bennett Martin's hours

Dear Library Board and City Council,

I urge you to reconsider cutting the hours of the Bennett Martin branch.  I work full-time and 
have a family and the hours of 6 pm to 9 pm on the weekdays are the times I use the library.  I 
visit the library at least once a week and there are always other patrons using this branch 
including many youngsters in the youth section.  Of course the library is slower in the evening 
because the downtown office workers have gone home but there are those of us who actually live 
downtown.  It is very sad that Bennett Martin is singled out as the only library to have its hours 
reduced.  Closing the library at 6 pm during the week is just another nail in the coffin of our 
downtown.  We need more than just bars and sandwich shops open in the evening.  Please 
reconsider.

Thank you,

Laura Baker
601 S. 18th St #207
Lincoln,NE 68508

****
This message may contain confidential information intended only for the use of the 
addressee(s) named above and may contain information that is legally privileged.  
If you are not the addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the 
addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or 
copying this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this message 
by mistake, please immediately notify us by replying to the message and delete 
the original message immediately thereafter.  Thank you.
****



Richard Moberly 
<rmoberly2@unl.edu> 

07/28/2008 12:51 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative

I am writing to ask that you continue the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Initiative.  Keeping 
neighborhoods in the heart of Lincoln strong is vital to our entire community.  These inner 
neighborhoods need the city’s support in order to thrive, and this program is a great beginning.

 

Many thanks,

Richard Moberly

 

2600 Rathbone Road

Lincoln, NE  68502



"Alvin L. Baker" 
<alvinlbaker@gmail.com> 

07/28/2008 06:00 PM

To <libraryboard@lincolnlibraries.org>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject cutting the hours of Bennett Martin

Dear Library Board and City Council,
 
I am emailing you to ask that you reconsider cutting the hours of Bennett Martin. We live 
downtown and incorporate a stop at this location when we take our evening walks. Yes, you will 
be open on the weekends, but some parents who work cannot wait until that time to check out 
books for their school children. Furthermore, cutting Bennett's week day hours would continue 
the decimation of the downtown. I know of no city the size of Lincoln whose hours end at 6:00 
on a week day. Please reconsider!
 
Sincerely,
 
Dr. Al Baker
601 S. 18th St. #207
Lincoln, NE 68508



Russell Miller 
<neb31340@alltel.net> 

07/29/2008 08:26 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Street snow removal, buses and budget

From : Russell Miller
            341 S. 52

To : Lincoln City Council

Copy to : Mayor Beutler

Subject : Street snow removal, buses and budget

Hello,

It is very obvious that the elimination of midday bus operation will have a major impact on a 
group of Lincoln citizens that have few or no resources to find alternative modes of 
transportation.

I urge the Council to restore the bus funding with money taken from the $3 million snow 
removal budget.  

The streets would be plowed but allow no overtime.  In other words, clear the bus routes and 
arterials first (which would probably consume the employees’ regular work time) and the side 
streets would  be cleared in the following days (if necessary), using less expensive regular time 
wages.  Start at the City center and work out when doing the side streets.

Russell Miller



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

07/29/2008 06:02 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Lindsay Kruse
Address:  2045 D St
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    lkruse@eyecarespecialties.com

Comment or Question:
To whom this may concern:

I am writing today to ask that you not eliminate the stronger, safer, 
neighborhoods campaign. As residents of the Near South district my husband and 
I believe in this neighborhood. However, we are just two people in what often 
feels like an ocean of slum lords and junkies. This campaign offered help from 
a higher authority to change codes and create an environment that will 
encourage this neighborhood to prosper. With the beginning of this campaign 
approx 350 people joined together in the basement of the First Plymouth 
Church. Obviously, this matter is important to many! So, again I ask that you 
strongly consider keeping this campaign alive to help rejuvenate one of 
Lincoln's original neighborhoods!

Thank you.



Tracy Corr 
<tlines24@hotmail.com> 

07/29/2008 09:37 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods

City Council Members:
 
Please read the attached letter from the Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance (LNA) regarding the 
Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods progam.
 
Thank you,
Tracy Corr

 

iEMAILING FOR THE GREATER GOOD
Join me

 - Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Budget Letter.pdf



LINCOLN NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE 

 
 
341 S. 52nd Street 
Lincoln, NE  68510 
 
July 29, 2008 
 
Lincoln City Council 
555 South 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
RE:  Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods 
 
Dear City Council Members: 
 
The Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance (LNA) strongly recommends the continuation of the 
Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program. 
 
Over the previous years, established neighborhoods of Lincoln have endured a number 
of adverse economic conditions, confronted aging infrastructure and dealt with evolving 
social conditions.  All of these factors point to the need for a focused effort to assure 
the health and vitality of established neighborhoods. 
 
The Stronger, Safer Neighborhood Program offers us that hope and we encourage the 
City Council to help neighborhoods attain that goal. 
 
Regards, 
 

 
 

Russell F. Miller 
Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Chairman 
 
cc:  Mayor Beutler 
 





Mary Anne Loos 
<sewcyber99@neb.rr.com> 

07/30/2008 09:13 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Budget

Mayor Beutler:
 
You have done the very best you can with what you  had to work with for the City budget!  I am proud of you - you 
are  continuing to be one of Lincoln's finest Mayors!  Mary Anne  Loos



Earl Scudder 
<escudder@scudderlaw.com> 

07/31/2008 08:40 AM

To "'council@lincoln.ne.gov'" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Budget

City Council: Mayor Beutler’s budget makes a lot of sense, and I hope you will share that good sense and approve 
it. Earl

 

Earl Scudder
Scudder Law Firm P.C., L.L.O. 
411 South 13th Street, Second Floor * Lincoln, NE68508 
office: 402.435.3223 * fax: 402.435.4239 
www.scudderlaw.com * escudder@scudderlaw.com 
  
This email may contain confidential and privileged information for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any 
review or distribution by others is strictly prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender 
and delete all copies. 

 





Dr Richard Powell  
<dp@eyedrpowell.com> 

07/31/2008 10:50 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject proposed budget

You will be  reviewing the new budget soon.  I want to offer a couple  suggestions. 
 As a 38 yr  resident of Lincoln I have seen many budgets  and I would hope you will  give some thought to NOT 
closing any more public swimming pools and NOT further  crippling the Parks and Rec budget.
I noted last year  when one of the pools were closed it was in an area where most of the people  using it were 
minorities.  For sure, don't  close those pools.   If you want to cut out a pool, try closing the ones in Meadowlane or 
Highlands  areas before the pools in areas where most of the users are  minorities.
As far as the parks  budget.  They have taken enough hits in the past years and Lincoln deserves  at least the current 
level of maintenance and development.
You have a tough job  to do and I appreciate all of you for your service to  Lincoln.
 
Personal  regards
Dick  Powell
 

Richard L. Powell, O.D., F.A.A.O.  
3200 "O" Street, Suite A 
Lincoln, NE  68510 
phone:   402-475-9113 
fax:  402-475-8084  
email:  dp@eyedrpowell.com 
www.eyedrpowell.com 
 





















Michael P Molvar 
<mmolvar@unmc.edu> 

07/31/2008 02:46 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Support for Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department 
Dental Program

Tammy Grammer 
Secretary to the City Council, 
         
Dear Ms. Grammer, 
        The following are comments in support of the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department 
Dental Program.   Would you please forward this email to members of the City Council before 
their August 11 meeting. 

Thank You, 
Michael P Molvar, DDS, MS 

To Members of the Lincoln City Council: 
        I am writing in support of the LLCHD Dental Program.  The UNMC College of Dentistry 
and the LLCHD Dental Program have had a long collaborative history.  As an academic 
institution, we are committed to providing our students with a quality education.  Our students 
have received valuable learning experiences and a heightened awareness of the dental needs in 
our community through collaborative grant projects with and extramural rotations at the LLCHD 
Dental Program. 

        The LLCHD Dental Program provides an invaluable service for this community by 
providing outreach, screening and clinical treatment for our most vulnerable populations.  It also 
provides referral services for these populations, much like dentists in the community who refer 
patients for care they cannot provide themselves.  The College of Dentistry has benefited from 
the outreach and referral services by providing our students with learning opportunities that 
complement their academic and clinical training here at the College.  The grant funded LLCHD 
Outreach Program has been a valuable and significant source of patients for the College of 
Dentistry.  Our students have treated hundreds of patients in this program.  In the process, the 
patients have received essential care and our students have gained invaluable clinical experience 
in specific treatment areas where we have shortages of treatment needs in our normal patient 
population.  We are not well positioned to seek or administer the grants that LLCHD has 
obtained and administered to fund this program.  Moreover, the program provides ½ of our 
normal fees for the care provided to the college while providing the care at no fee to the patients 
who qualify based on federal low-income standards.  Our clinic operations are not supported by 
state funds.  They are totally funded by income generated from patient fees, and thus we are not 
able to offer routine care to these patients at no fee.  Without the LLCHD Outreach program, the 
patients would not receive the care and our students would be denied a significant number of 
patient treatment experiences. 

        The College of Dentistry has a statewide service agreement with Medicaid and provides 



other service learning experiences for students, but we do not consider ourselves to be a primary 
service provider for the local community.  We are particularly limited in our capacity to provide 
emergency dental care within the context of a balanced educational experience for students.  We 
provide emergency care for patients of record of the college, but cannot provide routine 
emergency care for other members of the community who are not already patients here. The 
LLCHD dental clinic is a primary referral source for us to send patients who need emergency 
care and are not our patients of record.  Too often, the most vulnerable populations seek 
treatment only in response to dental pain, waiting until a toothache is so severe that they no 
longer can sleep, work or go to school, with the potential that the dental infection could become 
life threatening.  The LLCHD dental clinic has the capacity for responding to such urgent dental 
care and provides case management for the indigent in a timely and efficient manner. Therefore, 
the LLCHD Dental Program is a vital and critical component to meeting the dental needs of the 
low-income, underserved, and General Assistance eligible populations in our community. 

        I encourage the City Council to work toward meeting and hopefully increasing the capacity 
for providing dental care for the most vulnerable people in our community through the LLCHD 
Dental Program. 

Sincerely, 
Dr. Michael P. Molvar 
Assistant Dean and Quality Officer 
UNMC College of Dentistry

====================================
Michael P. Molvar, DDS, MS
Assistant Dean,  UNMC College of Dentistry
mmolvar@unmc.edu
(402) 472-1339
====================================
The information in this e-mail is privileged and confidential, intended only for the use of the addressee(s) above. 
 Any unauthorized use or disclosure of this information is prohibited.  If you receive this e-mail by mistake, please 
delete it immediately and contact the sender.



 ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, AUGUST 4, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 2 
through August 8, 2008 - Schedule subject to change. 

II. CITY CLERK - NONE

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - NONE

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - 

HEALTH - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Second Bat Tests Positive For Rabies In Lincoln. 

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. E-Mail from Gilbert M. ‘Gil’ Savery - RE: Alcohol in parks. 

daadd080408/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 2 through August 8, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: August 1,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, August 4

Tuesday, August 5

Wednesday, August 6

Thursday, August 7

International visitor from the Vatican - 4 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

Sunrise Kiwanis Club, remarks - 6:45 a.m., Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital (Sheridan Room),
5401 South St.

Lincoln Public Schools New Teacher Breakfast, remarks - 7:30 a.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” St.

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

Kick-off lunch or Lancaster County Fair opening day, remarks - noon, Lancaster Event Center,
4100 N. 84th St.



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 4, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Jim Weverka, Animal Control Manager, 441-7900

SECOND BAT TESTS POSITIVE FOR RABIES IN LINCOLN

 The Animal Control division of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department picked up 80
bats for rabies testing between January 1  and July 31  of this year. Of the 80 tested, two werest st

positive for rabies.  There was no known human exposure in either case.

Jim Weverka, Animal Control manager said, “We do want the public to be aware of the health
threat bats can pose to humans and animals.  All dogs, cats and ferrets must receive their first
rabies vaccination at 3 months of age and triennially thereafter. It is the best way to reduce your
and your pet’s risk of contacting rabies. If left untreated, rabies is fatal.” Lincoln Animal Control
urges pet owners to contact their veterinarian and find out when their pet’s rabies vaccination
shot needs to be renewed. 

Like all mammals, bats can contract rabies, but less than one percent of rabid bats bite humans or
other animals. Bats are essential to controlling the insect population, including mosquitos that
may carry the West Nile Virus. To ensure safety, Lincoln Animal Control reminds citizens to
never handle or pick up any bat. Stay away from any bat that is lying on the ground or acting
strangely. If you find a bat inside your home, confine it to one room if possible, shut the door,
and call Animal Control at 441-7900 for removal. If you have had contact with a bat, or you
suspect your pet has had contact, contact Animal Control immediately.

During the late summer and fall, it’s not uncommon for residents to find bats roosting in attics or
downspouts or flying in their living space. Many older homes can have bats in the attic; owners
should contact a professional wildlife management service for removal or exclusion. These
animals can squeeze through holes as small as ½ inch in diameter, so place screens over windows
that are frequently open and cover any openings in your home or building where bats could enter.

###



<GILSAVERY@aol.com> 

08/03/2008 11:38 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject RE: Alcohol in parks

Dear Council Members:
 
    Once again, a proposal is before you to allow  alcohol for certain events in Lincoln parks. It was a bad idea in the 
past  in reference to beer at Pinewood Bowl.  And it is a bad idea for any of our  park venues. 
    Nebraska Game and Parks bans alcohol in all its  areas, knowing full well it creates enforcement problems. Past 
councils have  said NO. 
     I strongly urge each of you to listen  carefully to the pros and cons, but to say NO again. Thank you for being  
attentive to this important issue.
 
 Gilbert M. 'Gil' Savery
 3621 So. 35th St.
 Lincoln, NE 68506
 Phone: 489-7556. 

Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.
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