
City Council Introduction:    August 11, 2008  Bill Number 08R-189

Public Hearing:    August 18, 2008  

F A C T   S H E E T

TITLE:  Resolution to approve Stormwater
Quality Monitoring Agreement with the
United States Geological Survey

OTHER DEPARTMENTS AFFECTED:  

APPLICANT:  Public Works & Utilities

SPONSOR:  Public Works & Utilities and
Lower Platte South NRD

OPPONENTS:  Unknown

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  For

REASON FOR LEGISLATION:  
To approve an agreement with the United States Geological Survey to conduct stormwater quality
monitoring to meet the requirement s of the City’s NPDES stormwater permit. 

D I S C U S S I O N

This agreement will allow the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to provide stormwater quality
monitoring services to the City of Lincoln to evaluate urban stormwater quality, which is a federally
required program under the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
stormwater permit.  Through this agreement, USGS will evaluate the wet weather flow contribution
of stormwater to annual pollutant loads in the streams using continuous monitoring techniques.  This
agreement is being coordinated with a previously approved wet weather monitoring agreement with
UNL (A-84937, approved July 14, 2008).

The water quality monitoring program is also being completed in partnership with the Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District and is making use of grant funds from the Nebraska Department of
Environmental Quality (NDEQ).  It reflects the City’s partnership with multiple agencies to share
resources and draw on a range of professional expertise within local and state government.  The
program will monitor on a continual basis specific pollutants during storm events at two streams
located in two different watersheds (Holmes Lake and Deadmans Run).  This monitoring will be used
to validate and compliment monitoring being done by UNL, as well as to monitor additional pollutants
and to provide more data for comparison and analysis.  This monitoring is planned to continue via
future agreements in subsequent years of the permit. 

POLICY OR PROGRAM CHANGE: No

COST OF TOTAL PROJECT:  $119,100.00

SOURCE OF FUNDS:
CITY:  $43,301

NON CITY:  LPSNRD $26,871;  USGS $19,740;  NDEQ $29,188

FACT SHEET PREPARED BY: Ben Higgins, Senior Engineer

REVIEWED BY: Director of Public Works/Utilities


