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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Section 27.63.400 of the Lincoln Municipal Code1

relating to the preservation of a historic structure or site and reuse thereof as a permitted special use2

to allow the City Council to grant adjustments to the height and area regulations of the district in3

which a historic structure is located; and repealing Section 27.63.400 of the Lincoln Municipal Code4

as hitherto existing.5

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:6

Section 1.  That Section 27.63.400 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to7

read as follows:8

27.63.400 Permitted Special Use: Historic Preservation.  9

In any zoning district a special permit may be granted to allow the preservation of a historic10

structure or site and the reuse thereof.  This permit shall be limited to structures or sites designated11

as landmarks under Chapter 27.57. 12

(a) The Planning Commission may approve, by special permit, any use of a historic13

structure or site in any zoning district after review and consideration of the following: 14

(1) The significance of the historic structure or site and the degree of variation15

sought from the permitted uses of the district; 16

(2) The extent to which economic factors necessitate the change in use; 17

(3) The extent of proposed exterior change to the structure or site; 18

(4) The impact on the surrounding area; 19
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(5) The compatibility of the proposed use to the structure or site and the sur-1

rounding area; and 2

(6) The manner in which the public will be benefitted by such proposed use. 3

(b) The applicant shall submit with the application for a special permit the following: 4

(1) A plan of the existing and proposed grounds surrounding the structure or site,5

including outdoor furniture and plant material; 6

(2) A parking layout; 7

(3) Details regarding all proposed exterior modifications of the structure or site;8

(4) Details of how the preservation of the structure or site is to be accomplished;9

(5) Signs proposed for the structure or site; and 10

(6) Information concerning the economic use of the property. 11

(c) The City Council may decrease the area regulations and/or increase height12

regulations with consideration given to both the proposed use and the adjacent environment.13

(c) (d) The Historic Preservation Commission shall review the proposal for reuse for the14

structure and/or site for adjustments to the applicable height and area regulations, including15

information regarding the above criteria, and for compliance with the guidelines developed for that16

landmark.  The Preservation Commission shall make its recommendation to the Planning17

Commission prior to the public hearing required under Section 27.63.020.  Upon approval of the18

special permit by the Planning Commission, a certificate of appropriateness shall be deemed to have19

been granted for any changes needing a certificate under Chapter 27.57 and shown in the application20

for special permit. 21
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(d) (e) The parking requirements of Chapter 27.67 may be modified for a structure1

designated as a landmark under Chapter 27.57, where modifications to the requirements of Chapter2

27.67 are necessary to ensure preservation of the landmark.  3

(e) The sign requirements of Chapter 27.69 may be modified as described in Section4

27.69.160 of the Lincoln Municipal Code, varying yard requirements and permitted number of signs,5

provided the Historic Preservation Commission has granted a certificate of appropriateness for the6

proposed signs, and the Planning Commission has considered the following:7

(1) The impact of the sign or signs and their illumination, if any, on the8

surrounding area;9

(2) The appropriateness of the sign or signs and their locations for the landmark10

and its site; and11

(3) The necessity of the sign or signs for the proposed uses.  12

Section  2.  That Section 27.63.400 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto13

existing be and the same is hereby repealed.14

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its15

passage and publication according to law.16
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