
City Council Introduction: Monday, October 6, 2008
Public Hearing: Monday, October 13, 2008, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 08-141

FACTSHEET
TITLE: STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 08005,
requested by Kent Seacrest on behalf of the abutting
property owners, to vacate the east-west alley in Block 21,
Original Plat, generally located between R Street and S
Street from North 8th Street to North 9th Street.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 08/13/08
Administrative Action: 08/13/08

RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance with the
Comprehensive Plan (9-0: Cornelius, Partington, Taylor,
Sunderman, Esseks, Larson, Gaylor Baird, Francis and
Carroll voting ‘yes’).

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. This is a request by Sawmill Building Partnership, Nebraska Press Advertising and the University of Nebraska Board
of Regents to vacate the east-west alley in Block 21, Original Plat, Lincoln, to allow Block 21 to be redeveloped
pursuant to the “Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan” relating to the North Haymarket Arts and Humanities Center
Block.  This alley is between North 8th Street and North 9th Street abutting Lots 1 and 2 of The Arts & Humanities
Block Addition.

2. The staff recommendation to find the proposed alley vacation in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan is based
upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3, concluding that the right-of-way is not needed provided easements are
retained for public utilities. 

3. On August 13, 2008, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and was opened
for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.  

4. On August 13, 2008, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 9-0 to find the
proposed alley vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

5. The appraisal by Clint Thomas of the Housing Rehab & Real Estate Division of the Urban Development Department
is found on p.10, finding that the proposed vacated area should be sold to the abutting property owners for $720.00.

6. The petitioners have paid the funds for the right-of-way to the City Clerk.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Preister DATE: September 29, 2008

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: September 29, 2008

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2007\SAV.08005
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

for AUGUST 13, 2008 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Street and Alley Vacation No.08005 
 
PROPOSAL: Vacate the east-west alley in Block 21, Original Plat, Lincoln. 
LOCATION: Between “R” St. and “S” St. from N. 8th St. to N. 9th St.

LAND AREA: 4,800 sq. ft., more or less

CONCLUSION: The right-of-way is not needed provided easements are retained for public
utilities.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: East-west alley between “R” St. and “S” St. from N. 8th St. to N. 9th St.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: I-1, Industrial Offices
South: B-4, Lincoln Center Business Retail/ Parking Garage
East: B-4, Lincoln Center Business Journal Star 
West: P, Public United States Post Office

HISTORY:  

July 7, 2008 Comprehensive Plan Conformance #08011, Amendment to Lincoln Center
Redevelopment Plan for the establishment of the North Haymarket Mixed-Use
Redevelopment Project Area, Phase II of the North Haymarket Arts and
Humanities Center Block was approved by the City Council. 

August 13, 2007 Comprehensive Plan Conformance #07015, Amendment to Lincoln Center
Redevelopment Plan for the establishment of the Sawmill Redevelopment
Project Area, Phase One of the North Haymarket Arts and Humanities Center
Block was approved by the City Council. 

UTILITIES: There is an existing 6" sanitary sewer main in the alley.  A permanent easement will be
required for the sanitary sewer. Lincoln Electric System has a street light in the alley. The light will
be removed after the alley is vacated. The existing LES easement must be retained for existing and
future electrical facilities.

ANALYSIS:
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1. This is an application to vacate the east-west alley between N. 8th St. and N.9th St.
abutting Lots 1 & 2, The Arts & Humanities Block Addition.

2. The petition identifies the reason to vacate is to enable Block 21 to be redeveloped
pursuant to the “Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan” in regards to the North
Haymarket Arts and Humanities Center Block.

3. A permanent easement will be required for an existing 6" sanitary sewer main in the
alley.  LES has an existing easement that must be retained.

4. Lincoln Municipal Code Chapter 14.20 requires the City to establish the proper price
to be paid for the right-of-way, as well as any amounts necessary to guarantee
required reconstruction within the right-of-way.  These values must be established
and deposited with the City Clerk prior to scheduling the vacation request with the City
Council.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA THE
FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are met.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE: July 25, 2008

APPLICANT: Kent Seacrest
1111 Lincoln mall Suite 350
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 435-6000

OWNER: Sawmill Building Partnership Nebraska Press Advertising
440 N. 8th St. Suite 160 845 “S” St. 
Lincoln, NE 68508 Lincoln, NE 68508

Board of Regents Univ. of NE
Linda Cowdin
1901 “Y” St.
Lincoln, NE 68588-0605

CONTACT: Same as applicant
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STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 08005

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: August 13, 2008

Members present: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman
and Taylor.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE
NO.  08019, COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE NO.  08020, COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
CONFORMANCE NO. 08021 and STREET AND ALLEY VACATION NO.  08005. 

Ex Parte Communications: None

Francis disclosed a meeting with NeighborWorks staff on Item No. 1.3, Comprehensive Plan
Conformance No. 08021, when she reviewed some townhome plans for this parcel.  
Larson moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Sunderman and carried 9-0: Gaylor
Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman and Taylor voting ‘yes’.
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Memorandum
 

To: Tom Cajka - Planning
 

From: Byron mum - Enginc(:ring Services
 

Subject: Alley V,cation SAV #08005
 

Date: July 16, 2008
 

CC:	 Randy Hoskins
 
Dennis Rm1e!s
 

'lfhe Department of Public Works has an existing 6" sanitary sewer in this alley. A permanent 
fasement will be required for future illQintenance or rcpl<lcement. Puhlic Works has no ohjections 
~u this vacation request. 

:-: n 7 
, . '-' 
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Ltease provide your comments below and also Identify the reservations and easements you will reqUire 
rhOUld thiS vacation be approved Complete ONLY those areas of your JUrlSdlctlon 

Loa of FaCility FaCility presently In place Facility to be bUilt When? 
\ 
Sanitary Sewer

rater Mains 

$tmm Sewer 
I 
Tlectrical, Power, Overhead 

¥Ieelrical Power, Undergiound 

$treet Lighting 

+eam Lines 

lrelephone Lines, Overhead 
, 

1elephone Lines, Underground 

Cas Mains 

~raffi,c Signal Interconnec\ 

Reconstruction of Surface Features, Cost: 

s1treet Trees 



SJCREST & KALKOWSKI, PC, LLO
 
tIl LLINI.:Ul('>" MAll, Swn l50 KENT SEACREH 

LINCOl:"', NH!P"A~I(A 685(18-}q 1(1 E-MAIL: kenr@~k-law.com 

DANAY KAlKOWSKITElEl'ilQ:"E (40l) 4}5-6000 
E-MAIL: danay@sk-taw.comFAOIMILl (40l) 4l5·6tOO 

, -
JUL 1a 2008July 9, 1008 I 

Mr. I3arnie I3lum 
Public \Vprks Departmenl- Engineering Services J 
City of Lincoln 
531 Westgate Blvd., Ste. 100 
Lincoln. NE 6851& 

Dear !vlr. Blum, 

FncJpsed, please find three executed petitions reque"ting the \i1ci1tion of all of the cast
west alley in I3loek 21, Original PIaL Lincoln, Lane<lster (ounty, Nehraska. The enclosed 
petition:> arC hum S<:l\\milJ BuilJing P<:lrLnership, Nebraska Press Advertising Service, Inc. and 
the llniversit)' of Nebraskn Bomd of Regents whose properties abut the abow named alley. 
Please do not hesitate to let me know ifwe C<ln answer any questions. 

v~rurs, 

KENT SEACREST 
For the Firm 

Cc:	 Josh Berger 
1'om Huston 
Christine Jackson 

~rn 

, "~, 



INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO:	 Mayor Beutler FROM: Clinton W. Thomas 
& Cily Council Members 

DEPjRTMENT: City Council Office DEPARTMENT: Housing Rehab & Real Estate Division 
'I 

DATE: August 21, 2008AJENTION: 

Teresa J. Meier	 SUBJECT: Streel & Alley Vacation No. 08005 C (IES TO: 
Marvin Krout EasttWest AI!ey between R & S Streets 
John Hendry from 8th to g\11 Streets 
Byron Blum, Bldg & Safety 
Jean Preister, Planning 

A request has been made to vacate the east/west alley between Rand S Streets from B',h to gll1 Streets. 
The alley was viewed and appeared as an unpaved alley with signs of deteriorated brick paving on the 
east half of tile alley while the west half is surfaced with crushed rocK. Overhead electric, telephone 
and cable lines were also observed running along the alley. While no other utilities were Visible, Public 
Works has indicated the existence of a sanitary sewer within the allay and has asked that a utility 
easement for existing and future utilities be retained if the area is to be vacated. The existence of the 
alley returns was also noted at eZlch end of lhe alley. 

Long, narruw strips such as this rarely have any value, in and of themselves, but can take on the value 
ofthe abulling property once they are assembled. However. in this case, where the zoning allows for 
100% building coverage, the retention of utility easements which preclude building overthe area to be 
vacated would render the area of little value to the adjoining property owner. This is especially true if 
the enUre area is not scheduled for redevelopment and the abutting buildings were to remain in place. 

Therefore, the alley is considered to have only a nominal value of $0.15 par square foot. The 
calculations are as follows: 

4,800 SQ, ft, X $0, 151so, ft, $7200 

Therefore, it Is recommended, if the alley be vacated, it be sold to the abutting property owners for 
$720. If the vacated alley is to be sold to more than one owner, their respective shares would be as 
follows: 

South Side - Board of Regents of the University of Nebraska $360,00 
East portion of North Side - NE Press Advertising SeNices $150,00 
West portion of North Side - Sawmill Building Partnership $210,00 

:spe~~I~y SUbmiV
~~IfYI~ 

I Clinton W. Thomas
 
Certified General Appraiser #990023
 


