
 

AGENDA   
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113

11:00 A.M. 

I. MAYOR 
1. Special Olympics Release. Harrison Ford to chair Cessna 2010 Special Olympics airlift.
2. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will proclaim October 7, 2008 as “Joseph Hall

Day”(Elvis impersonator) at 4:00 pm today at 555 South 10th Street in the Mayor’s Office.
Hall will help City promote their annual charitable giving campaign.

3. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler to participate in international “Walk to School Day”.
4. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E coli bacteria by the Colilert®

method of analysis. 
5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will officially open the new Harris overpass with a

ceremony at 10:00 a.m., Friday, October 10th at 9th and O Streets. 
6. Washington Report. October 3, 2008.   

II. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Clean out hazardous waste before upcoming holidays. 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT/ANIMAL CONTROL 
1. Response to Kelli Hogeland on dangerous dogs. (Also listed under miscellaneous 4)  

LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES 
1. NEWS RELEASE. “Read to a Dog this Fall” story time returns to Lincoln City Libraries. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Email from Connie Sykes relating to Special Permit #08038, Bill #08R-249, schedule for

public hearing on October 13, 2008. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Special Permit No. 08042. Expansion of nonconforming dwelling, 302 North 30th Street.

Resolution No. PC-01144.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES/ENGINEERING
1. ADVISORY. Paving Project #701906. West Adams Street and Northwest 56th Street. 

WEED CONTROL
1. City of Lincoln combined weed program, September, 2008 monthly report.    
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III. CITY CLERK 
1. Letter from Mark Ottemann, State of Nebraska, Department of Roads, Noise and

Air/Utilities Engineer regarding Stone Bridge View Community Unit Plan. North 14th

Street and Humphrey Drive.  

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE    

V. MISCELLANEOUS 
1. Email from Mike Muehling. Need to have lower speed limit on Highway 2 as there are

too many terrible accidents. 
2. Email from Katherine Sedlacek. Suggestion to help with discarded couches resulting

from the no couch on the porch ordinance. 
3. Letter and documentation from Victor E. Covalt III on pension benefits and the IRS

standard for acceptable living expenses in bankruptcy for a single person over age 65. 
4. Email from Kelli Hogeland regarding dangerous dogs in city. (Also refer to answer from

Animal Control under Health/Animal Control)
5. Email from Shandra and Jim Bescheinen. Request Area 12 be deleted from proposed

annexations for 1009. 

VI.  ADJOURNMENT
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

October 6, 2008 
 

Harrison Ford to chair Cessna 2010 
Special Olympics Airlift 

At a press conference here yesterday, actor/pilot Harrison Ford 
accepted the appointment of honorary chairman of Cessna’s 2010 
Special Olympics Airlift.  

“It is an opportunity for the athletes, an opportunity for Cessna to 
demonstrate their community-minded approach, and an opportunity 
for all of us in aviation to do something positive and high-profile to 
promote aviation at a time when aviation faces some difficulties,”  
Ford said. 
 
Cessna is seeking volunteers to transport some 2,000 athletes to the 
next Special Olympics, which will be held July 17 to 24, 2010, in 
Lincoln, Neb. The company would like to secure at least 325 Citations 
to support the effort.  
 
Cessna began transporting Special Olympics athletes and coaches in 
1985 with two company aircraft. Since then, the airlift has grown to a 
volunteer effort that includes hundreds of Citation owners who make 
their aircraft and crews available to provide Special Olympians and 
their coaches and sponsors with transportation to the International 
and National Special Olympics Games. In 2006, 235 Citations 
transported 1,500 athletes and coaches to the Games in Des Moines, 
Iowa.  
 
“The Citation Special Olympics Airlift is a unique event that brings 
together the general aviation community to carry out the largest 
peacetime airlift in the world,” Ford said.  
 
The Special Olympics were created in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver for people with intellectual disabilities. 
 
Owners wishing to donate use of their aircraft for the event are 
encouraged to register online at www.airlift.cessna.com.  

 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  October 7,  2008     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will proclaim today as “Joseph Hall Day” at 4 p.m TODAY in the Mayor’s Office,
555 South 10th Street.   Hall, who has been portraying Elvis for just two years, recently finished third in
an international competition and in the top ten in “America’s Got Talent” on NBC.  Hall is helping the
City of Lincoln promote its annual charitable giving campaign and will participate in a photo shoot after
the proclamation signing.

The media is invited to cover the event, but please do not announce this to the general public until after
his visit today.  Elvis has lots of fans who tend to get “all shook  up,” and we don’t have the staff for
crowd control!

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

ELVIS IS IN THE BUILDING!



MAYOR TO PARTICIPATE IN 
 INTERNATIONAL “WALK TO SCHOOL DAY”

Mayor Chris Beutler will join Police Chief Tom Casady, Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) Superintendent Susan 
Gourley, City Council members and other public officials Wednesday, October 8 to celebrate “International 
Walk To School Day.” The event is scheduled for 2:15 p.m. at an all-school assembly at Everett Elementary, 
1123 “C” St.  The event promotes physical activity, safety, health and concern for the environment.

“About 20 children are injured in pedestrian accidents each year in Lincoln,” said Mayor Beutler.  “We need 
everyone’s help to accomplish our goal of getting all children to and from school safely.  We are asking children 
and adults to be responsible and respectful of others and to make safety a top priority.”

Walk to School Day is sponsored locally by the Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County Coalition.  More 
information on Safe Kids is available on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (safekids). Federal Express is a 
national sponsor for Walk to School Day.

As part of the event, Mayor Beutler will unveil the local PHOTOVOICE display, which gave students 
worldwide the opportunity to take photos and write about the safe and unsafe behaviors they see or encounter as 
they walk to school.  Selected photos from Lincoln students will be on display at Everett through October 24.  
The Mayor also will issue a proclamation for Walk to School Day, and some guests will serve as honorary 
crossing guards following the assembly.

Recommended walking routes are available from school principals; the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: 
schools); and the LPS Web site at lps.org.  Parents are encouraged to contact the principal if a plan has not been 
developed for their school.  The City also works with LPS every year on the “Safe Walk and Safe Ride to 
School Night” in August, and the Police Department conducts a back-to-school enforcement project at the 
beginning of every school year.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 7, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Brian Baker, Lincoln-Lancaster Co. Health Dept., 441-8046



















OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  October 9,  2008     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will officially open the new Harris Overpass with a ceremony at 10 a.m. Friday,
October 10 at 9th and “O” streets.  Following the ceremony, Mayor Beutler will ride in the first car to
cross the new bridge.

If the weather is bad, the event will be held at the Lincoln Action Program, 210 West “O” Street.  

Information on the Harris Overpass is available at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: harris).

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



 

CONGRESS 
Congress clears and the President signs CR; 
stimulus falters; Reid outlines plans for lame 
duck session.  Washington leaders spent 
much of the past week scrambling to finalize 
the $700 billion plan to address the financial 
crisis that was approved by the House today 
and sent to the President.  However, Congress 
did continue to work on other fronts, 
finalizing some issues while punting others to 
a lame duck session or to the 111th Congress 
that will convene next year. 
 
Working into last weekend, the Senate 
cleared legislation (HR 2638) that includes 
the entire FY 2009 funding for the Defense 
and Homeland Security Departments and also 
includes a Continuing Resolution that will 
keep the rest of the federal government (with 
some exceptions) operating at FY 2008 
funding levels through March 6 (see 
September 26 Washington Report for details).  
President Bush quickly signed the measure 
into law, thereby leaving it to the 111th 
Congress and his successor to finalize FY 
2009 funding early next year. 
 
Efforts to enact an economic stimulus bill, 
however, were not as successful.  Although 
the House passed its version of a stimulus bill 
(HR 7110) last week, the Senate defeated its 
stimulus bill (S 3064) on a failed procedural 
motion last weekend.  Even if the Senate 
leadership had obtained the 60 votes needed 
to advance the bill, President Bush made it 
clear that he would veto either version of the 
stimulus bill should it reach his desk. 
 
With the Wall Street bailout legislation 
approved, Members may now return to the 
campaign trail for the next month.  However, 
neither the House nor the Senate will adjourn 
sine die.  Instead, they will remain in pro 
forma session so that committees can hold 
hearings on the financial crisis and also to 

prevent President Bush from making any 
recess appointments. 
 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) 
said late this week that he will convene a 
lame duck session of the Senate the week of 
November 17, in conjunction with the 
previously planned organizational meetings 
for the next Congress.  In that session, the 
Senate will consider an omnibus package of 
150 land, park, forest and recreation bills that 
the Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee has approved but that Senator 
Tom Coburn (R-OK) has prevented from 
coming to the floor.  Reid says he is confident 
that the bill, dubbed the “Tomnibus” by 
Capitol Hill observers in honor of its foe, can 
garner the 60 votes it needs to overcome the 
procedural obstacle erected by Coburn.  The 
House leadership has yet to reveal their plans 
for a lame duck session after the election. 
 
The Senate may also use the lame duck 
session to consider an extension of federal 
unemployment benefits.  The House today 
approved a seven-week extension. 
 
FINANCE 
New bailout bill includes popular tax 
package.  The Wall Street bailout legislation 
approved by the House and Senate this week 
includes a package of popular tax provisions 
that have been approved on various levels this 
year but have yet to become law. 
 
The plan includes an $18.2 billion series of 
energy-related tax incentives such as: an 
extension and expansion of the renewable 
energy production tax credit; $800 million in 
new clean renewable energy bonds (CREBs); 
new tax credits for plug-in hybrid 
automobiles; a new tax credit for cellulosic 
biofuels facilities, and an extension of a 
number of energy efficiency tax breaks for 
homeowners and commercial buildings. 
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The energy package would be fully offset 
by rolling back some tax breaks for the oil 
and gas industry, particularly regarding 
overseas income. However, to the dismay 
of environmental organizations, the bill 
also includes financial incentives for some 
nonrenewable industries such as oil shale, 
tar sands, and liquid coal refining.  Those 
benefits were included to gain the approval 
of senators from coal producing states. 
 
The plan also includes a one year “patch” 
for the alternative minimum tax (AMT), in 
order to prevent it from affecting millions 
of middle-income taxpayers that Congress 
maintains were not the intended target of 
the tax.  This provision would not be offset 
 
Finally, the tax portion of the bailout bill 
includes $67.6 billion (with $25 billion 
being offset) in extensions of popular 
expired tax breaks such as: the research 
and development tax credit; the 
Brownfields remediation tax credit; 
deductions for teachers’ out-of-pocket 
expenses; the sales tax deduction for states 
without income taxes; the college tuition 
reduction, and the New Markets Tax 
Credit.  This third package will also 
include tax breaks for those individuals 
who suffered natural disasters this year in 
the Midwest and Gulf Coast. 
 
These tax provisions have widespread 
support but had been held up by objections 
from budget-conscious House Democrats, 
whose support hinged on the tax breaks 
being fully offset.  Now that they have 
been rolled into the bailout package, a 
number of the House “Blue Dogs,” as they 
are known, chose to support the bailout 
over their “pay-as-you-go” objections to 
the tax breaks. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
Congres s  c lea rs  f i r s t  Amtra k 
reauthorization since 1997.  The Senate 
this week passed the Rail Safety 
Enhancement Act of 2008 (HR 2095) by a 
vote of 74–24, clearing Amtrak 
reauthorization legislation that was thought 
to be dead as recently as a month ago.  
Though, the White House has expressed 
reservations about some provisions 
included in the measure, the President is 
expected to sign it into law. 
 
HR 2095 would authorize Amtrak for five 
years, and provide $13.1 billion over that 

2 October 3, 2008                                   Washington 

period for passenger rail, including $2.95 
billion for operations and $5.315 billion 
for capital expenses.  The bill also 
authorizes $1.5 billion for high-speed 
route upgrades, $1.4 billion to help 
reduce Amtrak’s debt, and $325 million 
for congestion reduction activities.  It 
should be noted that all funding levels in 
this bill are authorizations only and 
subject to annual appropriations by 
Congress. 
 
The bill includes a controversial 
provision that would require the 
Secretary of Transportation to issue 
requests for proposals for the 
construction and operation of high speed 
rail for 11 Amtrak routes, beginning with 
the Boston to Washington, DC corridor.  
Separate commissions then would be 
formed to analyze the private bids on 
each of the routes, and each proposal 
would require approval by Congress 
before it could be implemented. 
 
Opponents of privatization have 
expressed concerns about this aspect of 
the bill but did not voice serious 
opposition to it, which allowed it to sail 
through the Senate easily.  The House of 
Representatives approved HR 2095 on 
September 24 by a wide margin. 
 
Also included in the rail package are 
several provisions addressing rail safety, 
solid waste transportation, and $1.5 
billion over the next ten years for the 
Washington, DC Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority. 
 
The provisions to address rail safety 
issues would require railroads to 
implement fatigue management plans, 
including new hours-of service 
requirements.  Carriers that transport 
hazardous materials would be subject to 
new, additional requirements; and the 
bill also includes whistleblower 
protections for workers who submit 
complaints about safety or health 
concerns. 
 
Finally, oversight of solid waste 
facilities would be removed from the 
j u r i s d i c t i on  o f  th e  Su r face 
Transportation Board, which often 
preempts State regulations. 
 
 

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
As reported last week, HUD has recently 
announced allocations for the $3.9 
billion Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program that is designed to assist states 
and local government in purchasing and 
renovating abandoned and foreclosed 
homes in their communities.  Since the 
announcement last Friday, HUD has 
added a number of useful items to its 
website regarding the program, including 
the raw data used to determine 
allocations for each community, as well 
as guidelines on how the funds are to be 
used. 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/commu
nitydevelopment/programs/neighborhoo
dspg/ 
 
Department of Transportation 
DOT released a joint notice today 
seeking comments on implementing 
regulations for the E-911 Grant Program.  
The deadline to submit comments is 
December 2, 2008, and may be 
s u b m i t t e d  o n l i n e  a t 
http://www.regulations.gov.  Comments 
must be identified by DOT Docket ID 
Number: NHTSA-2008-0142.  To view 
the full notice, please see: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/
E8-23266.pdf. 
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FOR RELEASE: October 6, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Dan N. King, 441-8084 or Laurel Erickson, 441-8047

Clean out Hazardous Waste before Upcoming Holidays

Lincoln or Lancaster County residents can dispose of their hazardous waste at two Household

Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collections held in October:

1) Friday, October 17, 2008, from 3 to 7 p.m. at the County Shop in Waverly (11251 N. 141 St.)

and

2) Saturday, October 18, 2008, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Lincoln Industries, 600 West E St. in

Lincoln. 

Only one additional HHW Collection remains in 2008: November 15, 2008, at State Fair Park.

The HHW Collections are for households only, not businesses. Residents are encouraged to clean out

their cupboards, garages and basements to make them safer before the upcoming holidays, when more

young children may be gathered. 

Accepted items include pesticides and poisons, weed killer, lawn and garden chemicals,

transmission and brake fluid, Compact Fluorescent Light bulbs (CFLs), drain and oven cleaners, furniture

stripper, and a variety of other items. For a complete list of accepted items contact the Lincoln-Lancaster

County Health Department at 441-8021, www.lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: “household”). 

Items not accepted at the HHW collections include motor oil, antifreeze, gas grill cylinders,

pharmaceutical waste, electronics, computers, ammunition, and batteries. Recycling information for these

items can be also be found on the website.

Latex paint will NOT be accepted at any of the remaining 2008 HHW Collections. For a

flyer on how to dry out latex paint, contact LLCHD or check the website. 

# # #

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov


James Weverka/Notes

10/08/2008 09:43 AM

To Kelli Hogeland <khogeland@gmail.com>

cc BDart@lincoln.ne.gov, ESevere@lincoln.ne.gov, 
TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us, Robert J 
Westfall/Notes@Notes, Denise S Bollwitt/Notes@Notes

bcc

Subject Re: dangerous dogs - Emailing: Z4080922

Ms. Hogeland,
The Animal Control Advisory Committee reviewed a draft of the Omaha adopted ordinance.  Several 
amendments were added by the Omaha City Council during the ordinance revision adoption process.  ( 
We are waiting for the final copy.)    The Committee discussed the Omaha draft ordinance and Animal 
Control staff are to make recommendations of those sections that are appropriate and include those with 
the Lincoln draft ordinances at Law Department.    There are sections in existing Lincoln draft that would 
penalize owners of potentially dangerous dogs and dangerous dogs.    Sections in the Omaha ordinance 
are similar to our ordinance and there is a section that we are to recommend to the City Attorney.    We 
will ask the City Attorney about restricting dogs near specific areas.   However, I'm not aware of any 
municipal government in the nation having such a restriction.   Enforcement may be an issue.
Thanks for your input.

Jim

Jim Weverka
Animal Control Chief
3140 N Street
Lincoln, Nebraska  68510
Phone  402-441-7900     Fax   402-441-8626

Animal Control - Protecting People and Animals
Kelli Hogeland <khogeland@gmail.com>

Kelli Hogeland 
<khogeland@gmail.com> 

10/08/2008 09:12 AM

To <JWeverka@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <BDart@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<ESevere@lincoln.ne.gov>

Subject Re: dangerous dogs - Emailing: Z4080922

Good morning,
 
Thank you for your response. Per your e-mail, the Animal Control Advisory Committee met 
yesterday and I am inquiring if further action has been taken to adjust the Lincoln dangerous dog 
directives. 
 
Several friends / neighbors and I have discussed this response and is there anything we can do to 
move forward with the "directly penalize the dog owner for allowing his dog to endanger the 
health and safety of the community" ordinance? Also, is there anything that can be done to 
restrict pit bulls from being near day cares, park play areas, etc? 
 
Thank you,



Kelli
On Wed, Sep 24, 2008 at 7:51 AM, <JWeverka@lincoln.ne.gov> wrote:

Dear Ms.Hogeland,

Lincoln does have a dangerous dog municipal chapter, which applies to all
breeds of dogs, that is in the process of being reviewed and revised to
meet the updated requirements of state statutes by the City Law Department.
Our dangerous dog ordinance has worked well in Lincoln and the Animal
Control Advisory has made some suggestion for improvements.  Jim Weverka,
Animal Control Manager, and his staff have also been researching other
community ordinances, their successes, and costs.

There is a misconception that a "ban" eliminates all Pitbull type dogs from
a community as they are grandfathered and must be kept under some
requirements such as spaying/neutering, microchip, photos, confinement,
tethering prohibited, etc.  Consequently, there is an additional cost for
enforcement and registration.   Some communities have rescinded such bans
as their bite rates have not decreased.

Other communities have had more success and lower costs with ordinances
that directly penalize the dog owner for allowing his dog to endanger the
health and safety of the community.   These communities have increased
fines for violations of license, rabies, at large, dangerous dog
regulations, and by prohibiting ownership if a certain number of violations
occur over a period of time.  This is the approach the Omaha City Council
is currently proposing.

We will have the Animal Control Advisory Committee continue their on going
study of the issue to determine if we do have a problem and find the best
and  most effective solution for our community.   The next meeting is
October 7, 2008.  Our community needs to evaluate our best options based on
our circumstances and not make reactive judgements to media stories.   I do
appreciate your input for improvements in our community.  If you have any
questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Jim Weverka
Animal Control Chief
3140 N Street
Lincoln, Nebraska  68510
Phone  402-441-7900     Fax   402-441-8626

Animal Control - Protecting People and Animals
****************************



 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Lincoln City Libraries - 136 S. 14th Street - Lincoln, NE  68508 
402-441-8500; library@lincolnlibraries.org; www.lincolnlibraries.org 

 
 
FOR RELEASE: October 8, 2008 
CONTACT:  Vicki Wood, Youth Services Librarian 
PHONE:  402-441-8566 
E-MAIL:  v.wood@lincolnlibraries.org 
 
 

READ TO A DOG THIS FALL 
@ the Library  

 
A popular kind of story time returns again to Lincoln City Libraries—the kind where kids do the reading aloud, 
and the audience has four legs. 
 
Local therapy dog organization Healing Heart Therapy Dogs will provide this wonderful opportunity for 
children ages 6 to 12 who have experienced reading difficulties, or who just need to practice their reading.  
Therapy teams are partnered with children who polish their skills by reading aloud to a dog.  Children read to 
dogs in 20-minute shifts, once a week for six weeks. 
 
Children who would like to register for this program may call the branch library to schedule a shift.  Pre-
registration is required.   Locations and schedules are as follows: 
 
Gere Branch Library 
2400 South 56th Street 
441-8560 
Sundays – 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
October 19 through November 23 
 
South Branch Library 
2675 South Street 
441-8570 
Thursdays – 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
October 16 through November 20 
 
Walt Branch Library 
6701 S. 14th Street 
441-4460 
Sundays – 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
October 19 through November 23 
 

### 



Connie Sykes 
<conniesykes49@yahoo.com
> 

10/07/2008 11:40 AM
Please respond to

<conniesykes49@yahoo.com>

To <JPreister@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Re: Appeal of Special Permit No. 08038 - Council Hearing 
Notice

History: This message has been replied to.

Dear Ms. Preister,
I appreciate you keeping me updated on the hearings on Special Permit No. 08038.  I still strongly 
believe that if Mr. Madsen is going to add a patio type addition to his business it should be a deck 
with high fencing and no outdoor entrance( I do realize that smokers need an area to consume their 
alcohol) High fencing will keep the noise factor and the temptation to wander off the patio with 
alcohol in hand or pass it through the fence,  Isn't Madsen's liquor license an on premise liquor 
license only?  I see in the photograph that there is a gate and stairs leading down to the ground area.  
I find it interesting that East Campus UNL and East Campus Community Org. does not have an 
interest in confining the consumption of alcohol in an outside area accessible by the public in a State 
where the legal drinking age is 21. Quite a few of UNL's students under the age of 21 reside in this 
area.  I guess they don't care about the young adults anymore than the children and elderly in the 
neighborhood.
 
Thank you once again and I do hope The Lincoln City - Lancaster County Planning Commission 
will once again rule against Mr. Madsen's proposal.  I am now over in Houston cleaning and 
repairing our office space from damage from Hurricane Ike.  I just can't seem to get away from the 
hurricanes.  We live in Florida but my Husband's law firm is still located in Houston.
 
Sincerely,
 
Connie L Sykes
conniesykes49@yahoo.com

--- On Tue, 9/30/08, JPreister@ci.lincoln.ne.us <JPreister@ci.lincoln.ne.us>  wrote:
From: JPreister@ci.lincoln.ne.us <JPreister@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
Subject: Appeal of Special Permit No. 08038 - Council Hearing Notice
To: Conniesykes49@yahoo.com
Date: Tuesday, September 30, 2008, 11:09 AM

(See attached file: Council Hearing Notice SP08038.pdf)

--Jean Preister, Administrative Officer
City-County Planning Department
441-6365
****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any 
attachments, is















October 8, 2008

PAVING PROJECT #701906
West Adams Street and Northwest 56th Street

On November 1, 2008, Dobson Brothers Construction of Lincoln will be starting construction (weather

permitting) of a water main for the Engineering Services Division of the Public Works and Utilities

Department as part of the current West Adams/Northwest 56th Street project.

This phase of the work involves installing a replacement water main on the north side of West Adams

Street from Northwest 48th to Northwest 56th Streets.  We are installing the pipe approximately 4'

south of your south property line.  There are some private improvements in the public right-of-way that

will need to be moved by the homeowner before November 1, 2008. If these items are not moved by

then, the City’s contractor will remove them and they will not be replaced.  The water main

construction is anticipated to be complete in February 2009 barring weather or unforeseen conditions.

If you have any problems or questions during the construction period, please contact Dobson Brothers

Construction Superintendent, Darren Duffy at (402) 429-7614 or the City of Lincoln Project Manager,

Warren Wondercheck.

Warren Wondercheck, Senior Engineering Specialist Darren Duffy

Engineering Services, Public Works and Utilities Dobson Brothers Construction

Phone: (402) 441-7014 Phone:  (402) 429-7614

Cell: (402) 540-2750

Email: wwondercheck@lincoln.ne.gov

701906 Adv WLW tdq.wpd

mailto:wwondercheck@lincoln.ne.gov


 
 

 City of Lincoln Combined Weed Program 
September 2008 Monthly Report  

Phragmites 

Phragmites in upper portion of Holmes Lake 

A total of 12 sites of phragmites (the newly 
designated noxious weed have been found in 
Lincoln. 

 

Inspection Activity  
A total of 5,019 inspections on 2,426 sites have 
been made this year. 

Noxious Weeds 
• Made 731 inspections on 367 sites on 1,876 

acres. 

• Found 301 violations on 318 acres. 
- 250 musk thistle 
- 29 leafy spurge 
- 12 phragmites 
- 11 purple loosestrife 

• Found no violations on 67 sites. 

• Sent 53 notices, 176 letters, 24 trace cards 
and made 63 personal contacts. 

• 114 sites controlled by landowners. 

• Control is pending on 16 sites. 

Weed Abatement 
The number of inspections and sites inspected 
are similar to September of 2007. The number of 
forced cuttings went from 91 to 135 (up by 
almost 70%).  I suspect that the increased 
number of foreclosures contributed to this higher 
number of forced cuttings. 

• Made 4,288 inspections on 2,059 sites on 
891 acres. 

• Found 1,608 violations on 596 acres. 

• Found no violations on 441 sites. 

• Sent 781 notices, 720 letters, published 58 
notifications, and made 243 personal 
contacts. 

• Received 1,872 complaints on 1,789 sites. 

• Owners cut 1,276 sites 

• Contractors cut 135 sites  

• Cutting is pending on 204 sites. 
 

September Activities 
3 Budget hearing  
12 Mgt Team Mtg 
12 Streambed Ownership Work Group 
16 LPWMA Meeting 
17 Riparian Veg Mgt Task Force 
18-25 Vacation 
 

October Planned 
Activities 
2 Phragmites field trip UNL class 
6 Weed Mg Assoc Meeting 
16-22 Vacation 
27 2009 Nawma planning committee 
28-29 Fall training 
23 LPWMA Meeting 
24 Riparian Veg Management TF 

INSPECTION SUMMARY   
4,288 Inspections of 2,059 sites

Direct 

contact

11%

None

20%

Letter

32%

Notice

34%

Published
3%





mrmuehling 
<mrmuehling@earthlink.net> 

10/03/2008 10:21 AM
Please respond to

mrmuehling 
<mrmuehling@earthlink.net>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Traffic safety on HWY 2

To Whom It May Concern,

Once again there was a terrible acccident this am on HWY 2, this time at 56th 
street.  My question is how many accidents and lives lost do we need to have 
on this HWY before someone tries to get the State of Nebraska to lower the 
speed limit.  This accident involved a small compact car and a semi fully 
loaded.  Having a 55 MPH speed limit out between 70th & Walmart and 45 through 
the city is way to fast for traffic to stop in a timely manner if the light 
turns red faster than the driver anticipated or for them to stop or avoid an 
accident if someone blows through a red light.

I must commend you all for focusing on public safety but I must also say why 
isn't more being done on a HWY where there is a very high volume of traffic 
with very large semi traffic?

Thanks for your attention to this issue.

Mike Muehling
613-2975



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

10/06/2008 08:21 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Katherine Sedlacek
Address:  17001 South 72nd Street
City:     Hickman, NE  68372

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    grandson@windstream.net

Comment or Question:
This is in regard to the new "no couch on the porch" ordinance that will be 
going into effect soon.  After seeing the news story on what this ordinance is 
doing to the City Mission and probably Good Will as well -- I have a 
suggestion.

Why not have a 2-week period of time where people can take their couches to 
the dump free of charge so that the City Mission is not taking on the extra 
work and cost of couches being dumped.  This would be similar to at Christmas 
when there is no charge for taking trees to certain sites - for a period of 
time following the holiday.

This would help people get rid of their couches and not have the City Mission 
take on added burden.

FYI - Until 5 years ago - I had been a Lincoln resident for about 27 years.

Thank you.





































Kelli Hogeland 
<khogeland@gmail.com> 

10/08/2008 09:12 AM

To <JWeverka@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, <BDart@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<ESevere@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Re: dangerous dogs - Emailing: Z4080922

Good morning,
 
Thank you for your response. Per your e-mail, the Animal Control Advisory Committee met 
yesterday and I am inquiring if further action has been taken to adjust the Lincoln dangerous dog 
directives. 
 
Several friends / neighbors and I have discussed this response and is there anything we can do to 
move forward with the "directly penalize the dog owner for allowing his dog to endanger the 
health and safety of the community" ordinance? Also, is there anything that can be done to 
restrict pit bulls from being near day cares, park play areas, etc? 
 
Thank you,
Kelli
On Wed, Sep 24, 2008 at 7:51 AM, <JWeverka@lincoln.ne.gov>wrote:

Dear Ms.Hogeland,

Lincoln does have a dangerous dog municipal chapter, which applies to all
breeds of dogs, that is in the process of being reviewed and revised to
meet the updated requirements of state statutes by the City Law Department.
Our dangerous dog ordinance has worked well in Lincoln and the Animal
Control Advisory has made some suggestion for improvements.  Jim Weverka,
Animal Control Manager, and his staff have also been researching other
community ordinances, their successes, and costs.

There is a misconception that a "ban" eliminates all Pitbull type dogs from
a community as they are grandfathered and must be kept under some
requirements such as spaying/neutering, microchip, photos, confinement,
tethering prohibited, etc.  Consequently, there is an additional cost for
enforcement and registration.   Some communities have rescinded such bans
as their bite rates have not decreased.

Other communities have had more success and lower costs with ordinances
that directly penalize the dog owner for allowing his dog to endanger the
health and safety of the community.   These communities have increased
fines for violations of license, rabies, at large, dangerous dog
regulations, and by prohibiting ownership if a certain number of violations
occur over a period of time.  This is the approach the Omaha City Council
is currently proposing.



We will have the Animal Control Advisory Committee continue their on going
study of the issue to determine if we do have a problem and find the best
and  most effective solution for our community.   The next meeting is
October 7, 2008.  Our community needs to evaluate our best options based on
our circumstances and not make reactive judgements to media stories.   I do
appreciate your input for improvements in our community.  If you have any
questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Jim Weverka
Animal Control Chief
3140 N Street
Lincoln, Nebraska  68510
Phone  402-441-7900     Fax   402-441-8626

Animal Control - Protecting People and Animals
****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential
and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is
prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and
destroy all copies of the
original message.



shan bescheinen 
<shanbescheinen@gmail.com
> 

10/08/2008 12:01 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject annexation area 12

To Whom it May Concern:
My letter is sent to request that you delete Area 12 from your proposed annexations for 2009.
Nearly all of this land is in acreages and is the intent of most to keep it this way.  During the 
September 25th Open House, Steve Hendrichsen repeatedlyh commented that "the developer" 
could do this or that.  Considering the attitude of the land owners, the city is not going to gain 
the additional revenue they are hoping for.
Many acreage owners are retired and live on fixed incomes.  With the econonomy in a state of 
devestation right now this would be an unfair finanical hardship for anyone.
Mr. Krout of the Planning Commission stated that the city had enough land to develop for the 
next 8 to 10 years.
It is with our deepest hope that you will not put such a deep hardship on these residents by 
annexing them into the city limits.  
We respectful ask that you delay the processing of annexing area 12 at this time.
 
Thank you,
Shandra and Jim Bescheinen



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of October
11 through October 17, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.

 
2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: New Harris Overpass Open. 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Volunteers Invited To “Help Out” With Fall Park
Projects.     

II. CITY CLERK - None 

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - None

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - None

C. MISCELLANEOUS - None 
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N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of October 11 through October 17, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: October 10,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, October 13

Sunday, October 12

Saturday, October 11

Tuesday, October 14

Wednesday, October 15

Thursday, October 16

Mayor’s Award of Excellence presentation, remarks - 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers,
County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

Helen Hyatt Elementary and Middle School 50th anniversary, remarks and proclamation - 4 p.m.,
5240 Calvert St.

Ribbon-cutting for NEBCO retail building in Fallbrook, remarks - 9:30 a.m., 570 Fallbrook Road

Lincoln SCORE Chapter’s Small Business of the Year luncheon, remarks - 12:15 p.m.,
Southeast Community College, 8800 “O” St., room E2 (south entrance)

Mayor’s Multicultural Advisory Committee meeting- 3:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room,
County-City Building

Clyde Malone Community Center’s annual membership meeting - 5:30 p.m., 2032 “U” St.

KFOR - 7:45 a.m.
News conference on Nature Center’s LEED certification and recognition of Union College’s
Project Impact - 11 a.m., Pioneers Park Nature Center, 3201 S. Coddington Ave.

Community Learning Centers’ “Lights On,” remarks and proclamation - 5:30 p.m.,
McPhee Elementary, 820 S. 15th St.

Voices of Hope Vigil, remarks and proclamation - 7:30 p.m., 2545 “N” St.



NEW HARRIS OVERPASS OPEN
Mayor Chris Beutler today officially opened the new Harris Overpass to traffic.  The bridge has been closed 
since November 12, 2007 for reconstruction.  Two lanes of vehicle traffic in each direction are now open, 
about one month ahead of schedule. 

“This past year has not been easy for businesses and residents, but it was a project that had to be done,” 
Mayor Beutler said.  “I appreciate everyone’s patience, and I am delighted that this beautiful new bridge is 
opening ahead of schedule.  The Harris Overpass is an important link in our City, and we now have a safe 
bridge that will serve our needs far into the future.”

Pedestrian and bicycle access also is open today.   The project is expected to be substantially finished in mid-
November, except for landscaping and railyard work.  Some lane closures may be necessary over the next 
month.

The new bridge is 1,883 feet long, 16 feet longer than the original.  The new structure features decorative 
lighting and a flat bottom to prevent pigeons from perching.  Greg MacLean, Director of the City Public 
Works and Utilities Department said the new overpass has 14 concrete piers compared to the original’s 28, 
which will aid in the development of the area under the bridge.

“Two new safety features are the infrared camera and the permanent message signs,” MacLean said.  “The 
camera can detect ice forming on the bridge, and the signs on both ends will keep motorists advised of the 
road conditions.”

The original viaduct was completed in 1955 and is named in honor of John F. Harris, who donated the land 
for Pioneers Park.  Deteriorating steel girders and concrete created the need to replace the overpass, which 
carries “O” Street traffic over the rail yards from 3rd to 9th streets.  Its last inspection in 2005 resulted in a 
rating of “structurally deficient,” qualifying the bridge for Federal Highway Bridge Rehabilitation and 
Replacement Program.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 10, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

- more -

Kris Humphrey, Public Works,  441-7592
Linda Beacham, The Schemmer Associates, 488-2500



Harris Overpass Open
October 10, 2008
Page Two

The total cost of the project was $23.5 million.  About $10 million came from the  Railroad Transportation 
Safety District, and another $13.3 million came from federal funds, which are administered locally by the 
Nebraska Department of Roads.  

After an extensive public opinion process, the City opted in 2005 for a one-year total closure of the bridge 
rather than a two-year project that would have allowed limited traffic.  The total closure saved the City about $5 
million in construction costs.  MacLean said change orders amounted to less than one percent of the project 
cost, well below industry standards.

The main contractor on the project is Cramer & Associates of Des Moines, which will receive some incentives 
for the early opening.  The Schemmer Associates of Lincoln conducted the public outreach efforts, 
environmental studies, preliminary and final structural design, roadway design, bridge lighting and surveying.  
Sinclair Hille assisted in the structure finish, color and lighting.

Additional information on the Harris Overpass project is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov 
(keyword: harris).http://www.harrisoverpass.com.

- 30 -



VOLUNTEERS INVITED TO “HELP OUT”
WITH FALL PARK PROJECTS

Mayor Chris Beutler today invited the community to lend a hand in caring for Lincoln’s parks and trails by 
participating in the second annual “Hands On/Help Out” volunteer effort. Volunteers are needed to help clean 
up and prepare parks and trails for the winter.  Last year, more than 60 of the City’s 124 park areas were 
adopted for one-day volunteer projects.

“I want to again thank the 634 volunteers who gave 1,341 hours of their time during the 2007 Hands On/Help 
Out project,” Mayor Beutler said.  “Parks and trails are important community assets, and assistance from 
community volunteers helps us keep them in good shape.”

Businesses, organizations and families are asked to call the Parks and Recreation office at 441-7035 to find 
out where volunteer assistance is needed.  One-time projects suited to a variety of group sizes have been 
identified throughout Lincoln.  The time commitment to complete a project ranges from a few hours to a full 
day.  Projects are to be completed before the end of November and may be scheduled any time during the 
week.

The Hands On/Help Out initiative is a cooperative effort between the Parks and Recreation Department and 
the Lincoln Parks Foundation.  The mission of the Lincoln Parks Foundation is to assist in securing resources 
for Parks and Recreation facilities and programs.  Earlier this year, the Lincoln Parks Foundation launched a 
“Friends of Lincoln’s Parks” program.

“Hands On/Help Out is part of the Lincoln Parks Foundation’s effort to encourage Lincoln residents to give 
of their time, talents and treasure to enhance Lincoln’s enviable Parks and Recreation system,” said Christie 
Dionisopoulos, Lincoln Parks Foundation President. 

More information on the City Parks and Recreation facilities and program is available on the City Web site at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: parks).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: October 10, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

- 30 -

Lynn Johnson, Director of Parks and Recreation, 441-8265
Jerry Shorney, Assistant Parks and Rec Director, 441-8259
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