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Rick Hoppe 
 
Denise:  Weighing the pro’s and cons of current things that are on the agenda. Also been 
meeting with other consolidations, some of the legislative leaders, people who we hear 
may be running for chairs of committees.  We’re trying to get their feedback on some of 
these ideas and we’re obviously interested in what you have to say, so we’ll be shaping 
the final package in the coming weeks here based on those conversations.   
 
I’m sure that we have plenty of time to talk about it if you all have ideas.  I haven’t heard 
from a lot of you this year on legislative ideas so I wanted to make sure that we had time 
here today to talk about them.  So I’ll go fairly quickly through the list.  If you have any 
questions go ahead and stop me, but then hopefully we’ll have some time at the end to 
talk to about your thoughts.   
 
The first thing on the list is a bill that we introduced last year lb813 Senator Amanda 
McGill a Lincoln Senator on our behalf went through the urban affairs  very quickly 
beginning of the session  without a negative vote speaker prioritized it. Basically ran out 
of time at the end of the session.  So it did not get debated.  Sen. McGill had to re-
introduce it again with the amendment.  Basically it would allow cities to create 
geographic districts around the edges of the city.  And then take the estimated sales tax 
revenue generated within the district and place that towards an infrastructure bond of the 
proceeds of which could be used to fund infrastructure projects. The bonds would also be 
then _____________ to these full ____________products.  
What we emphasized to the legislature last year with this is were not coming to you with 
our hands out here, we’re not asking you for additional money  from the state with this 
bill.  It’s not a turn back like the arena was where we turned back part of the state sales 
tax.   This is a local tool to help us help ourselves and this is also a tool of ___________ 
something that is already in place at the state level and that’s highway allocation bonds. 
Highway allocation bonds we have a dedicated source of incomes. Your highway 
allocation dollars and the bonds that you issue with the __________ of revenue are 
backed by the city’s full taxing authority.  Same thing like we’re talking about here.   
In your packets you’ll see the first couple of pages here I have the bill of the amendment 
that we worked on last year and then a summary of the amendment.  _______ plan on  
introducing the bill  the amendment version of the bill with maybe a few technical 
changes.  
Question:  What if any, opposition is there?   
Denise:  There was no opposition at the hearing last year.  Lincoln Chamber of commerce 
supported it, Omaha Chamber of Commerce supported it. Omaha supported it.  We had a 
number of other ________ the league supported it.  There was neutral testimony at the I 



believe from the home builders and they came back to retracted that and supported it.  So 
there was no negative testimony, no negative votes out of the committee. 
Question:  And this really was the deal where time ran out? 
Denise Time ran out. We didn’t get the time we needed. 
Next on the List-amendment one you’ll remember in May. The people in Nebraska 
adopted amendment 1 in which removed the constitutional restriction that basically 
limited what public endowments could invest in.   
It’s particularly important for Lincoln, because we have the community health 
endowment.  I believe there’s one other public endowment in the state.  North Platte is 
where I think the other one is.   
North Platte is, there is one associated with the great western heritage museum in Omaha, 
Ne.  So the constitutional amendment was not ___________ executing though, which 
means that you basically need to come back the next year with authorizing legislation 
from the legislature, so that’s what sen. Avery will be doing.  He’s kind of carried the 
torch on this effort for the last couple of years.  The language that he will be introducing  
mirrors the constitutional language.  So despite the current financial times, we’re hoping 
that this bill goes through. _____________  __________  ___________  __________ . 
Question: 
So it’s good they didn’t have this until. 
Robin’s question: 
So does this mean there has to be one final ______ by the state legislature or could it be 
that communities could opt out of it?  
Denise: 
No, the constitution just allows public endowments to invest in equities, but with the 
consent of the legislature.  So you need to come back and have the legislature give that 
consent to be a law.  So that’s what we are coming back and doing.  
Next  one is an exciting one…Special Olympics. I think at one point and time we talked 
to each of you about special Olympics generally.  They’ll be coming to town for the 
games. July 2010.  Chuck Cooper is running that effort right now, getting things together, 
organizing, we’ve been working with him, meeting with him regularly from September 
__, posting special events team, chamber of commerce and the cvb.  They have been 
working to get private contributions from within the community. We’ve also worked with 
our federal delegation, trying to see if there will be federal dollars available as there has 
been in the past for the games when they have been in other locations.  We’re also going 
to try to make and effort at the state level.   
 
Senator Fulton has basically agreed to work with _____to the probation committee and 
they will be asking for a million dollars for technical help ____________ with the 
Chamber with that one.  
 
Last one is a major category. I have listed as burn funding.  You may recall that recently 
the Federal Government has cut funding to our burn program.  We get our burn program 
funding from drug task forces.  I believe there is about 9 of them across the state.  It 
brings together FBI, other federal agencies, sheriff, University of Nebraska, which would 
affect our particular task force, together to work on drug activity.  We saw a cut of , I 
think at the max it works out between 250 and 300 thousand dollars between direct and 



indirect funding that we get. Last year there was an effort at the state legislature to try to 
get the state to restore some of those dollars.  It came fairly late in the session, because 
we weren’t sure what was going to happen at the federal level. There was still some hope 
that the federal dollars would be there.  The federal dollars weren’t there.  So we’re 
keeping a very close eye on that to see what we could do to restore some of those dollars.  
 
Question: are these having to take what the federal government is taking 
Some other communities have tried to get an amendment that allowed them to go to feed 
their lid for law enforcement purposes.  My understanding is that we don’t necessarily 
have a problem with that in our community we would support those efforts just to support 
our fellow communities on this issue. But those two things were pursued last year, 
increased state funding to make up the federal dollars and then the lid issue and neither 
one of them gained traction.  
Svoboda:  And burn dollars are not asked for dollars through the state they come directly 
through the city, correct. 
Denise:  There are two.  One comes directly to us and one of them comes through this 
fund. 
Direct and indirect. Yes and both of them were cut last year. 
Try to follow up on that bill, want the community a state leg.  Is this the direct or 
indirect?   
Denise:  We tried them to make up the lost revenue in both programs through the crime 
commission dollars.  So we’ll have to make a strategic decision there depending on how 
much money we have to work with at the state level, how much we ask for.   
Ken:  So is the state still getting offered the same burn dollars? 
Denise:  No they’re getting cut too, their portion that goes to the crime commission. 
Ken:  Would this also be something the we work with our federal delegation on?  
Denise:  Yes,  and that is what I was going to follow up with and also get on our federal 
legislative agenda.  At one point there was talk that if there was a federal stimulus bill 
that came out it may include burn funding so we did include that in our letter the 
delegation  and what we would like to sure like to see if there was a stimulus package. 
Question:  And follow up on the Special Olympics.  Are you talking about the feds may 
be quoting on some special monies.  Would that replace what the state… 
Denise:  No those would be in addition too. 
Question:  What over all in the special Olympics are we looking at the city needing?   
Denise:  I believe their last budget , and they understand that they have to work to reduce 
that budget if the funding sources do not come through.  But I believe their last budget 
was at the $9 million dollar level. Total, that is not city contributions. 
Question:  Is special Olympics every four years?: 
Denise:  Yes, I believe it’s only been, the actual 4 years events have only been held one 
other time and that was in Ames Iowa.  Were the 2nd time and we are going to learn from 
Ames, we’ve had some folks go out there already to see how things went there and to 
learn and improve . 
 
Next category: 
Red light speeding legislation, this will basically allow us to catch red light runners and 
speeders via camera enforcement.  It would set up a separate administrative system an 



issue of fees/fines.  Understand the distinction between those.  We’d like to recoup our 
cost here, we don’t have anything grafted on this yet, so I can’t talk too many specifics, 
but my understanding is that Omaha tried to do this administratively  just through their 
ordnances a couple of years ago.  They were challenged, they lost and they came to the 
legislature to try get authority.  Those bills that they introduced didn’t get through the 
legislature, didn’t even get through the committee, but of course we have a whole 
different legislature and a whole new group of folks to work with, so I have been talking 
quite a bit with Omaha about this one.  Our Public Works & Police folks are very excited 
about this, so we’ll get this one drafted.  League of Municipalities has agreed to support 
us on this one.  
Question: 
Would this be our existing cameras that we already have at intersections? 
Denise:  I believe, in part, but I believe it will take some new technology.  What research 
has shown is that people see those cameras that are already there and think that is what 
they are, so it  secondary affect of reducing red light violators at those places where those 
places where those cameras already are. But, I believe it will take some new equipment.  
And this is just authorizing legislation, again if it requires to do it.  It would allow us to 
pass an ordinance to create this new bill.   
Next one is Motor Vehicles sales.  Under current law we are required to purchase our 
motor vehicles through a dealer who is licensed in Nebraska.  Don Herz and Vince tell 
me that this is very difficult when you are talking about specialty vehicles, Like 
ambulances and fire trucks, because often we have sometimes only two, sometimes only 
one licensed vendor in the state.  So we are proposing to exempt out of the licensed deal 
requirements specialty vehicle requirement and create a laundry list there.   
Next one we’re hoping will be short and sweet.  There’s an amendment introduced during 
the session last year that had the affect of  prohibiting us from refinancing our antelope 
valley bonds that are backed by our cigarette tax revenue, if we choose to do so. So we’re 
just going to put a bill in there that would restore our ability to do that.  
Question:  What was the reason for that? 
Denise: 
Don:   I think the current was to prevent bonding of future cigarette tax bonds.  I think 
we’re getting a million dollars total.  They should have allowed us to refund existing 
bonds.  
Question about motor vehicle sales (robin) 
I would imagine it would be difficult to find fire and ambulance bidders.  This says you 
have to purchase it through your licensed in Nebraska.  How difficult is that?  How hard 
is it to find someone local? 
Don:  I think the fee to become a dealer is not significant, but if your only buying one or 
two specialty vehicles a large vendor that is not doing business in the state may 
not..interruption..next question . 
Question:  Does it prohibit you or just make it more difficult? 
I think it prohibits us from going outside, if we have to deal with a local dealer. 
Comment by council (Camp): This goes back to Nebraska auto dealers association.  I 
believe that there is legislation _having to deal with any domesticated dealers selling any 
vehicles to state.   
Don: 



The actual costs of the getting the Licenses isn’t as significant as these other 
contingencies.   
 
Public Transit: 
In Omaha the public transit system is not part of public works as it is here in Lincoln.  So 
we are exploring legislation that would allow us to create a separate transit authority, like 
Omaha.  It would not be mandatory; it would be an option for us to look at in the future, a 
tool that we could use.  
 
Question:  Is that an elected body in Omaha? 
Denise:  No. they are appointed.  I believe its mayor, council and they have county 
involved as well.  We don’t have a draft yet so, I don’t have a lot of specifics on that yet. 
But again we are looking at modeling it after Omaha and just saying Omaha has the 
option and we’ve grown to the point where we would like to have the option. 
 
Question:  
What’s the rational of having transit board for this city.  In Omaha or larger metropolitan 
area when the go over several jurisdictions that would make some sense. 
 
I know you reworked the StarTran ordinance a year or two ago but if you have a separate 
authority it takes all of those sorts of decisions off the city council agenda.  Things like 
routes, rates, fares..those sort of things, takes it off of your agenda and it puts it in this 
separate body.   
 
Question: (in audible.) so what if you make an enterprise fund.  
Denise: That’s what it is. They have their own authority to raise revenue. 
Question:  It could also be geographically overlapping a metropolitan city or county or 
other areas. 
However importance we studied needs with Waverly to improve our public transit 
system,. So there’s sharing of resources, sharing legislation, so forth this would be a good 
opportunity.  That’s one example, I’m not suggesting that’s what would happen. 
 
 
Question: How do they appoint the board up there?  
 
Denise: I believe it 5 seat board. Mayor, Council, County Board who approve and then 
there is one seat where you have to get recommendations.  This is all stuff that we can 
work with in our draft it does not necessarily have to be exactly like Omaha, because we 
aren’t exactly like Omaha in that sense.  
 
Question:  Is there language that suggested we save? 
Denise:  Working with Steve Huggenburger is working off the Omaha Model. 
Question:  So essentially the way it would work in Lincoln probably…( in audible)  I 
doubt it would be this strong in waverly.   The City Council and Mayor would be 
appointing people that would serve on this board and it would be kinda like the railroad 



transportation district where they could just raise taxes to cover the cost if needed for the 
funding of the buses. 
Question:  would it be out of the general fund and have their own budget. 
Denise/Rick: No.  they would have their own budget authority.  A separate political entity 
than. 
Question:  so we would lose money from the general fund build on maybe the first two to 
get them started? 
Denise:  Well I don’t know how you would initially get them started, but they would 
have their own taxing authority.  But then at least in Omaha, it has to be approved by the 
city council.   
Question: with this state legislation is it just a matter of being allowed.  Would we then 
perhaps through sources of legislation determine how their elected or chosen or is that 
also part of the state legislative. 
Denise:  If we do the Omaha mile, it is set up in the state statue as to how the people are 
appointed, but that’s obviously something that we can work on and negotiate on. 
Rick:  I’d be surprised if legislature wouldn’t want some input on how these board 
members are chosen.   
Council:  We got a pre-council at some point in which we can get some more information 
on ___ perhaps.  I don’t mind having it on the list like this, I think it will be helpful with 
the budget if we’re asking today to have a little more discussion on the pro’s and cons 
and different approaches. 
Denise: ok 
Council: yes, this is interesting.  I guess I included ____ when I was talking to you guys 
about this the other day.  Maybe it’s something we should talk about in the pre council, 
would they still be under public works or would they, from a personnel standpoint; they 
would be their own entity? Because the indication their still employees under public 
works.   
It would be more like being reviewed than being elected. It’s more viable for us to have 
an elected body… 
Rick: I’m not sure how Omaha’s legislation works, but I assume it falls under the hands 
of the legislature. 
Denise:  It’s be a little more expensive if you wanted it to be elected by , it would take 
quite a bit more research to make sure that we get everything covered. But it would still 
be something to talk about. 
Council: 
Certainly having the ability to do it is the primary thing we’d like to hash through the 
details of it if that got approved by the state legislature.   
Ken: How long has Omaha had their mpa. 
Denise: 
I don’t have their statutes with me now.  Been awhile Ken, I’m not sure. 
Ken: That we can cover at the pre-council.  I’m just curious if this is something that has 
been going on for decades or if this was a change within the state the last 10 years or so.   
Denise:  I think they’ve had it for a while. 
Council:  Perhaps you could have Steve get us some information in regard to this too on 
other cities.  
 



 Kinda gives a personell version of ins and outs of having public transit.  That way we 
can formulate our own questions.   
Council (inaudible) 
 Denise: 
Anything else before we move on? 
Ok on the monitor list. The first thing I have is the cir John and Ken I did get both of your 
emails and that’s fine I will plan not to attend.  I’ll let Lynn Rex know to I think was 
expecting me. So I’ll let her know that I will not be attending.  And we’ll just wait to hear 
from all of you in regards to that meeting. 
Council (Ken): 
Yes, John and I could certainly meet with the Mayor and staff, this week or next week or 
so. Give you another opportunity  to get information. 
Jon C Council:  Could we also meet on any list you have not just cir, cir/conference?   
Denise: 
Next thing is storm water grant dollars.  This program was implemented a couple of years 
ago through the appropriations process again.  You’ll see we get a fairly significant 
amount of money we’re expecting almost $550 thousand in 2008.  Our understanding is 
that the department of Environmental quality..deq has included this amount in the budget.  
In their budget and they’ve sent it to the Govenor. So we’ll just be keeping a close eye on 
that.  Make sure that it makes it into the Gov’s budget.   
Council: Why was the increase here.? 
There was a tweak to the program  in those two years.  There was a question between the 
county and city split and there was a tweak so that city gets more dollars now.  That’s 
where the increase comes in.   
Question: 
Where is the most of our share  be for?  Is it spread across border is that Antelope valley 
type of application.   
Denise:  I can’t answer that for you jon but I will find out.  
Robin:  So why did it jump up that much?  Was it because other people didn’t sign up for 
it? 
Denise:  No, there was a change in the structure of the program at the legislative level.  I 
believe sen Nantkes had a bill her first year.  That basically gives us more money in 
account if I understand right. 
Hoppe:  There’s some double counting going on in other areas.   
Denise: 
Next one  
Public transit funding Sen. Loren Cruse who’s an Omaha Senator who was always did 
the work on with this issue.  He has obviously term limited out this year.  But he had 
sponsored bills in the past that increased the amount of funding that was available for 
public transit. And also tried to change the formula so that it was more equitable for 
Lincoln and Omaha. Right now my understanding of the way the formula works is that 
50% of the _________ _________ are fully __________and what’s left over is split 
between Omaha and Lincoln.  Would use spending to bring a little, what he calls equity 
to the formula for the urban area didn’t have much luck on that fund, so again maybe 
kind a keeping an eye on this to try to at least maintain the  funding that we have.   
Question:  are any of  cities other than Omaha and Lincoln getting these funds?   



Denise: yes, the smaller communities that have public transit yes, they do like.  The one 
that comes to mind is Norfolk they have some sort of service there.   
Question:  do you know the source of this . 
Denise:  I think it’s just general funding where it comes from  _____include 
appropriations.   
State infrastructructure bank bill wanted to include this on our work because I know the 
Omaha chamber is been working very hard on this.  I’ve been meeting with folks Lincoln 
Chamber has taken an interest.  I haven’t seen a draft of this yet.  But again it would 
create a bank revolving funds to fund large scale infrastructure projects.  Requires a local 
match. That’s about all I know at this point.  I did include a fact sheet in your packet that 
I got from the Omaha Chamber.  S. Carolina I know uses it as a tool. I don’t believe 
anything has been adopted yet.   
 
EPc Funding I just want to include this on our list because you all talked about this in 
your commons meeting.  Last week or the week before.  Some of the county board 
members expressed concerns that they’re hearing that State epc funding will be cut.  
Which does not translate well for our local law enforcement.  I had somebody  over to 
testify at the hearing last week about the effects of that at the local level.   So we’ll be 
keeping an eye on that.   
 
The Last two here I’m not sure we need to touch on the numbers ______ believed . 
The area agency on Aging AARP is trying to get additional funding for our agency. 
Watch for that. 
 Denise:  Robin I did get your email from Rick on the transcribing minutes.  I talked to 
…Last year we had briefly discussed it.  I talked to Alan Peters.  He’s a lobbyist for the 
media.  His preference is that you transcribe and have an electronic version available.  If 
you want to go that route we will run into some resistence in the lobby, but  I did talk to 
the Judge about working out what you need to change to that.  So if it’s something you 
want to move forward with I will definitely work with the judge in hopes that we can get 
a few of you to testify at the hearing.  Cause we’ll need your help on that one, if you want 
to go forward.   
Question:  So who exactly objected, which lobbyist?    
Denise:  The lobbyist with the press association. 
Question (Jon):  I have a question on that regard.  I know with my cell phone exchange, 
I’m able to field all my voice mail.   it does a pretty good job.  I know there’s software 
out there too that will convert. Could we even, sitting this aside.  Perhaps could we try 
some type of limited application.  Maybe information services could get us this 
software..some trial deal.  Don’t want to spend a lot of money.  We just kinda test 
____transcribing then they could just have that done and could have some corrections on 
it.  I don’t know if that makes sense. 
Rick:  
Actually that would ___________ many areas of the city government.  We should at least 
take a look at it to see what the license cost.   
Council: 
 I appreciate you putting all this together, I think this is great. I would like to see a little 
more input this year throughout the course of the session.  One of the things that supplied 



me after I got elected was our relationship, or really lack of relationship with the Lincoln 
delegation at the legislature.  I would like to find ways to communicate with them a little 
more frequently.  I’m just throwing that out there.  I don’t have any concepts or ways we 
can set up meetings monthly.  Get together with the Lincoln delegation, have somebody 
from the Lincoln meet with us once in a while.  Just to keep in touch.  
Denise: I will try to keep you updated through the session.  I’ll let you know things move 
very, very quickly so by the time I tell you about it. It may have time for action.  
Council: 
I think you do a very good job.  I appreciate everything you do.  I would like to see a 
little more dialogue.  It may be something we need to do our selves with the Lincoln 
delegation. 
Denise: 
On that note I hope you have your calendars marked Dec 3rd is the community consensus 
meeting that the chamber’s pulling together.  That’s the first opportunity you’ll get 
together with the Lincoln delegation.   
Council: 
What if the following up of that even if we would offer to come over to that.  Is there 
anyway that we could. 
 
I would be willing to sponsor talks with the Lincoln delegation over there 7-7:30  two or 
three times.  I think that would be great. 
Another way that we could have is to ask to meet with one of them.  One of you this time 
and another next time that way you wouldn’t have to try to coordinate everyone’s 
schedules.  
Denise: it’s always a challenge trying to get them all together in one place. 
I think doing something is better than what we’ve done in the past. Like I said I was a 
little surprised to see the lack of interaction with our delegation.   
I don’t know if it’s always been that way or not. 
Ken: 
My first couple of years on council our city lobbyist attended a good share the meetings 
each week.  Jack moors was pretty much in attendance at quite a few of the meetings.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


