
 

AGENDA
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2008
11:00 a.m. 

COUNTY/CITY BUILDING
CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. MAYOR -  

*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Lincoln named nation’s top digital city.
*2. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  West lane of 40th closed from Normal to Van Dorn. 
*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  “N” Street closed between 21st & 23rd Streets.
  4. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Think Lincoln for the Holidays!  List of events and package

deals available at lincoln.org - The Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) has
created event packages to attract visitors to the Capitol City over the holiday season
(Forwarded to Council on 11/21/08).

  5. NEWS ADVISORY - RE:  Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of November 22
through 28, 2008-Schedule subject to change (Forwarded to Council on 11/21/08).

  6. Memo to Mayor Beutler, City Council, Chief Tom Casady from Greg Key, Chair of the
Citizen Police Advisory Board (CPAB) - RE: Complaint #09-08. 

  7. NEWS ADVISORY - RE:  Mayor Beutler’s news conference on 11/25/08 at 10:15 a.m. at
555 S. 10th Street, to announce his action on the impact fee freeze approved by the City
Council.  

  8. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Mayor Beutler says freeze on impact fees means fewer
infrastructure projects (Forwarded to Council on 11/25/08).

  9. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Mayor Beutler forms Advisory Committee for reform of
Development Services (Forwarded to Council on 11/25/08).

10.NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Mayor Beutler issues “Mayor’s Spam® Challenge” (Forwarded
to Council on 11/25/08). 

11. NEWS RELEASE - RE: 5 City-TV’s “Live and Learn” features Ted Sorensen-Lecture and
theatre dedication also airing on channels 5 and 21.

12. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Pedestrian signal at 66th & Mopac out of operation.
13. NEWS ADVISORY - RE:  Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of November 27

through December 5, 2008 - Schedule subject to change.
14. Washington Report - November 21, 2008.  

II. DIRECTORS - 

FINANCE/BUDGET
*1. November Sales Tax Reports:

a.) Actual compared to projected sales tax collections;
b.) Gross sales tax collections (with refunds added back in) 2003-2004 through 2008-

2009;
c.) Sales tax refunds 2003-2004 through 2008-2009; and
d.) Net sales tax collections 2003-2004 through 2008-2009.



 -2-

FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report for October 2008.

LIBRARY
*1. Library Director’s Report. 

PLANNING
*1. Annexation by Ordinance Map - Ordinance #19167 - Effective:  November 11, 2008, 

5.46 acres.

PUBLIC WORKS/STARTRAN 
1. Memo from Greg MacLean - RE:  StarTran Advisory Board Actions. 

PUBLIC WORKS/WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
1. E-Mail Information - RE:  Resolution 08R-308 - Hazard Mitigation Plan for 12/08/08

Public Hearing (Forwarded to Council on 11/24/08).

III. CITY CLERK - None   

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  - None

V. MISCELLANEOUS -
 

*1. E-Mail from Peggy Struwe - RE: Information about the Whittier Building.
*2. E-Mail from Jodi Delozier - RE:  Questioning why, and if, the City Council would

approve a rate hike increase for LES. 
*3. Press Release - RE:  Community Health Endowment of Lincoln (CHE) news report. 
*4. Letter from Melinda Deinert - RE:  Suggesting consideration of an inter-city light-rail

between Lincoln and Omaha.
  5. E-Mail from William Stone - RE:  Camera enforcement on speed limits and red lights.

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER FROM NOVEMBER 24, 2008.  
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For immediate release November 21, 2008
For more information, contact Jeff Maul, Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau, 434-5343

THINK LINCOLN FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
List of events and package deals available at lincoln.org

The Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) has created new event packages to attract visitors to the 
Capitol City over the holiday season.  And the CVB is urging residents to “Think Lincoln for the Holidays” by 
inviting friends and relatives to visit and enjoy City events, attractions, restaurants and shopping.

“This is a great time to visit Lincoln for the Star City Holiday Parade, athletic events, the visual and performing 
arts and for some of the best shopping and dining around,” said Jeff Maul, CVB Executive Director.  “We’re 
asking residents to be ambassadors for our community to help us attract visitors.  The CVB is helping by 
providing a complete listing of events as well as a wide variety of event-lodging packages on our Web site, 
lincoln.org.”

“By putting together these money-saving packages, the CVB is sending the message that your entertainment 
dollar goes farther in Lincoln, “ said Mayor Chris Beutler.  “That’s especially important in these uncertain 
economic times as many families live with tight budgets.” 

Lincoln City Council Chair Robin Eschliman said attracting visitors is very important to maintaining City sales 
tax revenue, which funds more than 40 percent of the tax-supported budget.

“By helping us attract visitors to our community, you can support City services and have fun at the same time,” 
Eschliman said.  “I hope that this will be one of the biggest years that Lincoln has ever promoted itself as a 
‘Holidays in the Hometown’ destination for the Thanksgiving and Christmas season.”

Maul said an example of the packages being developed is  “Preview, Pillow, Parade.” The package include the 
Parade Preview Night festivities at Pershing Center the evening of Friday, December 5, lodging at the 
Cornhusker Marriott and VIP seating for the Star City Holiday Parade the morning of Saturday, December 6.  
The package prices is $79 (plus tax, double occupancy).
More information on the Star City Holiday Parade is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov and at 
www.starcityholidayparade.org.

Maul said the CVB is kicking off the concept over the holidays and plans to continue offering money-saving 
packages throughout the year.  The listing of events on the CVB Web site will include visual and performing 
arts, athletics, special holiday programs and schedules for local attractions and museums.

Maul also encouraged residents to BUY LINCOLN FIRST this holiday season.  Maul said the Chamber of 
Commerce initially started BUY LINCOLN FIRST as a program to encourage Lincoln businesses to buy local, 
but it has expanded to the entire community. “If residents shift even 5 percent of their purchases back to local 
vendors, it can make a big difference in our City’s economy,” he said.  

###
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Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of November 22 through 28, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: November 21,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Saturday, November 22

Tuesday, November 25

Wednesday, November 26

Thursday, November 27

Friday, November 28

Hearts of Gold Gala (Heart Association fund-raiser) - 5:30 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel,
Grand Ballroom, 333 S. 13th St.

KFOR Lincoln Live - 11 a.m., Three Eagles Communications, 3800 Cornhusker Hwy.

Lincoln Police Department Graduation and Awards Ceremony - 3 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott,
Grand Ballroom

CITY OFFICES CLOSED – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

CITY OFFICES CLOSED – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY





OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  November 24, 2008     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will announce his action on the impact fee freeze approved by the City Council
November 17 at a news conference at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday, November 25 in the Mayor’s Conference
Room, 555 South 10th Street.   The Mayor also will discuss the proposed Development Services Center.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



BEUTLER SAYS FREEZE ON IMPACT FEES
MEANS FEWER INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

Mayor Chris Beutler said today he will not veto the City Council’s November 17th action to freeze impact fees 
at the 2007 level.  But he warned that the freeze will lead to fewer needed infrastructure projects.

“We can no longer ignore road infrastructure funding in Lincoln and the role of impact fees in providing that 
infrastructure,” Beutler said.  “Infrastructure is the engine of economic development.  To continue growing, we 
need more roads.  We need more sewers.  We need more stormwater pipes.  We are behind on infrastructure 
investment and the freeze only contributes to the challenge.”

Beutler said he is comfortable allowing for some temporary relief due to the national economy and the decline 
in the home building industry. But he said the City will have to make up those lost impact fee dollars when the 
economy recovers, especially since State and Federal infrastructure funding is uncertain.

The Mayor said his Impact Fee Task Force has examined the most effective means of providing impact fee 
dollars.  He said he hopes its recommendations will lead to changes that will make impact fees less 
controversial and end the impact fee debate. 

“Our infrastructure financing challenges can’t wait,” he said.  “It’s time to roll up our sleeves, put aside our 
differences and find a way, together, to build Lincoln’s future.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 25, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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BEUTLER FORMS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
FOR REFORM OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that he is appointing an advisory committee to work on the creation of a 
Development Services Center (DSC) in City government.  The DSC will be a “one-stop shop” for the review, 
permitting and inspection of development projects.  The Development Service Reform Advisory Committee 
will provide feedback on how to best meet the needs of the industry.

“Partnership is the key to problem-solving, and the new committee will create the public-private partnership we 
need to move forward,” Beutler said.  “The concepts embodied in the Development Services Center are central 
to cutting the red tape that slows development, increases expenses, and undermines our community’s economic 
growth.”

So far, the Mayor has appointed nine people from the private sector to the committee:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 25, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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CITY OF LINCOLN

- more -

Bob Caldwell, President of Hampton Enterprises;
Kevin Clark of Sinclair Hille, President of the Association of Architects;
Tim Gergen, Olsson Associates;
Randy Harre, Schwisow Construction;
Fred Hoppe of Hoppe Homes, Vice President of National Homebuilders;
Dave Johnson, an architect with Studio 951;
Steve Peregrine, Nebraska Investment Finance Authority;
Darrick Rademacher, an engineer with Civil Design Group; and 

A lack of communication and interaction between departments would be addressed by bringing them
physically together in a cooperative environment.

John Rallis, Rallis Construction.

The DSC would increase standardization of the process.

Committee members will survey members of the organizations they represent to compile a complete inventory
of specific issues, concerns and problems they see with the current system.  The committee also will advise the
City on solutions to those problems.

Beutler said the DSC would lead to several changes:
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DSC
November 25, 2008
Page Two 

“I envision a day when homebuilders plan a single afternoon to deal with the City instead of days or weeks,”
Beutler said.  “I envision a day when going to City Hall to get permits is synonymous with progress and good
feelings, rather than delay and dread. Together, I know we can get there.”

Performance measurements to speed the process and ensure accountability would be enhanced by
additional computer software.
By reinforcing the culture of service to those investing in the community, the DSC would create a more
customer-friendly environment.



BEUTLER ISSUES “MAYOR’S SPAM® CHALLENGE”

To encourage holiday giving to non-profit agencies, Mayor Chris Beutler has pledged to match every can of 
SPAM donated to the Food Bank of Lincoln through December 15, up to 200 cans.  The Mayor said he chose 
SPAM for his challenge because it was one of his favorite treats when he was growing up.

“As it turns out, canned meat in general is one of the top needs of the Food Bank,” Beutler said.  
“As the slang term for unwanted e-mail, SPAM has kind of gotten a bad rap over the last few years.  My hope is 
the MAYOR’S SPAM CHALLENGE will restore its good name in Lincoln and help to feed many hungry 
people this holiday season.”
 
Residents can drop off cans of SPAM at any City office, including the Mayor’s Office, as well as the “F” Street 
Rec Center.  

“I believe the people of Lincoln have many reasons to be thankful this holiday season.  I know I do,” Beutler 
said.  “But as we count our blessings, I think it’s also important to consider those in our community who are 
struggling.  We are very fortunate to have outstanding agencies in Lincoln who work every day to help those in 
need.  I hope your holiday giving plans include the Food Bank, the Peoples City Mission, the Center for People 
in Need, the Lincoln Action Program, the Salvation Army, Matt Talbot and the others who do such great work 
in our community.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 25, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Scott Young, Lincoln Food Bank, 466-8170



5 CITY-TV’S “LIVE AND LEARN” FEATURES SORENSEN
Lecture and theatre dedication also airing on channels 5 and 21

Lincoln native Ted Sorensen, a speech writer and close advisor to President Kennedy, is featured on a special 
60-minute segment of “Live and Learn” on 5 CITY-TV, Lincoln’s government access channel (Time Warner 
Cable channel 5).

Sorensen was interviewed by Live and Learn co-host Ruth Ann Lyness, who was a classmate of Sorensen’s at 
Lincoln High School.  The program is scheduled to air through the month of December on Tuesdays at 8:30 
p.m., Wednesdays at 2:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 2 and 9:30 p.m.

Two other programs featuring Sorensen also are running:

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Citizen Information Center, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7375, fax 441-8653

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 25, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Bill Luxford, 5-CITY TV, 441-6688

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Sorensen’s recent lecture at the Lied Center as part of the E.N. Thompson Forum series  is running on
5 CITY-TV and 21 Educational Access.
A program on the dedication of the Ted Sorensen Theatre at Lincoln High will run from December 1
through January on 21 Educational Access on Tuesdays at 4 p.m., Fridays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 1 p.m.

Complete program schedules for 5 and 21 are available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov.  From the home
page, click on the channel icon and then on the monthly program guide.  Programs also are available through
video-on-demand on the same Web site.

Live and Learn – a program for and about older adults – is 5 CITY-TV’s longest running program, currently in
its eighth year of production.  It is produced by the Lincoln Area Agency on Aging and is made possible by the
Seniors Foundation.



PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL AT 66th AND MOPAC OUT OF OPERATION

The pedestrian crosswalk signal pole at 66th and Mopac Trail (located between 66th and “Q” and 66th and Vine 
streets) is not operating currently after it was struck by a garbage truck this morning.  The crosswalk has been 
closed and pedestrians are being detoured to “Q” Street.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 26, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kelly Sieckmeyer, Engineering Services, 441-7454

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of November 27 through December 5, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: November 26,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Tuesday, December 2

Thursday, November 27
CITY OFFICES CLOSED – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Friday, November 28
CITY OFFICES CLOSED – THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Wednesday, December 3

Thursday, December 4

Friday, December 5

Grand opening of Antelope Valley “O” Street Bridge, remarks - 6 p.m., 23rd and “O” streets
(where Old Country Buffet was located)

Community Consensus Meeting, remarks - 8 a.m., Lincoln Chamber of Commerce,
1135 “M” St., Suite 200

KFOR - 7:45 a.m.

HDR annual luncheon - noon, Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.

Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547



 

CONGRESS 
Members gather for uneventful lame duck 
session.  The House and Senate reconvened 
this week for the first time since the 
November elections for party organizational 
activities, and for the Senate, a brief session 
that was highly anticipated but ultimately fell 
short of expectations.  Among the items that 
were expected to be considered were: 
 
Economic Stimulus – plans to consider a 
second economic stimulus package during the 
lame duck session were scuttled even before 
the session started.  Both the President and 
congressional Republicans indicated their 
unwillingness to consider a stimulus that 
included infrastructure improvements, so 
congressional Democrats decided to wait 
until early next year, as President-Elect 
Obama committed to it as an immediate 
agenda item.  Congress did, however, 
approve an extension (up to 13 weeks) of 
federal unemployment benefits this week. 
(See related story below on stimulus proposal 
from Senate leaders) 
 
Lands Bill – the Senate was expected to take 
up a package of over 150 land and 
conservation-related bills that were relatively 
non-controversial but had been held up for 
various reasons by one Senator – Tom 
Coburn (R-OK).  Most of the measures in the 
package had been approved by the House 
during the current Congress, and if they were 
brought up for a vote were certain to pass.  
However, Coburn declared many of the bills 
duplicative and wasteful, and has since used 
parliamentary tactics to prevent them from 
coming up for a quick vote.  Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) announced that 
the Senate would attempt to take up the 
package again early next year. 
 
 
 

FY 2009 Appropriations – there was never 
any serious discussion that Congress would 
be able to address nine of the 12 FY 2009 
spending bills that still have not become law.  
However, there are reports that House and 
Senate appropriators are working together to 
come to agreements on FY 2009 spending 
that would also be acceptable to the new 
President.  If such agreements can be 
finalized, congressional leaders anticipate 
crafting an omnibus FY 2009 spending 
package that could be approved in early 
January and signed into law immediately after 
President Obama takes office. 
 
Detroit Bailout -- Domestic automobile 
companies lobbied hard this week for a $25 
billion bailout package, but their efforts were 
rebuffed by Members of Congress who 
appeared to be suffering from “bailout 
fatigue” after spending weeks in their districts 
hearing from constituents unhappy with the 
$700 billion bailout for Wall Street.  
Democratic leaders indicated they would 
revisit the issue – if automakers can come up 
with an acceptable package -- during the 
week of December 8, when Congress may 
reconvene. 
 
Members of both parties in both chambers did 
manage to hold leadership elections for the 
111th Congress, and while minor rungs in the 
Democratic leadership ladders did change a 
bit, the top leadership for both Senate and 
House Democrats remained the same.  House 
Republicans, stung by another set of electoral 
losses, made changes to virtually all of their 
leadership with the exception of Minority 
Leader John Boehner (R-OH), who kept his 
job.  The new House Minority Whip is Rep. 
Eric Cantor (R-VA) and the new Chair of the 
Republican Conference (the #3 leadership 
position) is Rep. Mike Pence (R-IN), both of 
whom are considered more conservative than 
their predecessors.  House GOP members 
also for the second time in the past year 
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rejected proposals by the conservative 
wing of the party to impose a moratorium 
on requesting congressional earmarks.  
Senate Republicans only made minor 
changes to their leadership. 
 
The biggest surprise may have been when 
House Energy and Commerce Committee 
Chairman John Dingell (D-MI), who next 
February will become the longest serving 
Member of the House in history, lost the 
top spot on the powerful panel to Rep. 
Henry Waxman (D-CA) in a hotly 
contested race.  Waxman is believed to be 
more in line with the Speaker on the issue 
of climate change and energy conservation, 
as opposed to Dingell, who has been a 
fierce defender of the automobile industry 
in his home state.  The committee 
chairmanship is one of the most coveted 
posts on Capitol Hill, as it has oversight 
over issues ranging from health care, 
energy,  the  envi ronment ,  and 
telecommunications.  Dingell had been 
chairman or ranking member of the 
committee since 1981. 
 
Seniority also took a hit in the Senate, 
where Senator Robert Byrd (D-WV), age 
91 and the longest serving Senator in the 
history of that chamber, relinquished his 
position as Chairman of the powerful 
Appropriations Committee.  Byrd’s health 
has been failing in recent years, and Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) had 
been angling to have him removed, as 
many believed that he no longer had the 
capacity to serve in the position.  Youth 
will not exactly be served, however, as the 
gavel at the Appropriations Committee will 
now be passed to 84-year old Senator 
Daniel Inouye (D-HI).  However, with 
Democrats gaining at least seven seats in 
the Senate (races in Minnesota and 
Georgia have yet to be decided), Reid is 
considering enforcing a rarely-used rule 
that prevents Senate committee chairmen 
from chairing more than one 
subcommittee, causing more consternation 
among the “old guard.” 
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ELECTIONS 
Democratic gains stand at seven in the 
Senate, 20 in the House.  Along with the 
election of Barack Obama as President, 
Democrats increased their majorities in 
both the House and Senate on November 
4.  In addition, President-Elect Obama 
works on his transition, with an eye 
toward assembling a Cabinet quickly. 
 
Two races are still undecided in the 
Senate and they will be crucial to the 
balance of power in that chamber.  
Senate rules provide the minority with a 
great deal of power, and in many cases, 
one senator can prevent consideration of 
a bill.  The key to breaking these holds is 
to muster the 60 votes necessary to avoid 
any threatened filibusters.  Democrats 
have complained loudly over the last two 
years that their priorities have sailed 
through the House, only to be stalled in 
the Senate, where their slim 51-49 
majority prevented them from securing 
60 votes on crucial items. 
 
If the still-undecided races in Minnesota 
and Georgia both result in Democratic 
victories, Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV) will have a 60-40 majority 
(counting the 2 Independents who 
caucus with Democrats) and the votes he 
needs to easily approve legislation.  If 
Republicans prevail, Reid will have to 
reach across the aisle more to avoid the 
gridlock that has plagued the legislative 
branch in recent years. 
 
With five races still undecided in the 
House, Democrats hold a 255-175 edge 
in that chamber.  Unlike the Senate, rules 
in the House favor the majority 
significantly, and Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) would have great leverage to 
move her priorities with either a one or 
100-vote majority.  However, the 
increased cushion gives the leadership 
more latitude.  The increased majorities 
in both chambers will also allow 
Democrats to secure a larger percentage 
of seats on committees. 
 
Meanwhile, the Obama transition team – 
led by Democratic operative and former 
White House Chief of Staff John Podesta 
– is busy “vetting” candidates for 
various offices in an effort to have a 
team in place prior to the inauguration 
with the goal of quickly move major 

legislation.  While no formal 
announcements of Cabinet positions 
have been made, reports of former 
Deputy Attorney General Eric Holder at 
the Justice Department, former Senate 
Majority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) at 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, and Arizona Governor Janet 
Napolitano at the Department of 
Homeland Security appear to be 
accurate. 
 
The Obama Transition Team has been 
faithfully posting news and other 
i n fo r ma t io n  a t  t he  we b s i t e 
www.change.gov, and a number of 
senior White House staff positions have 
been announced there.  One 
announcement that does bear a special 
mention here is Valerie Jarrett as Senior 
Advisor and Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Relations and 
Public Liaison.  Jarrett, who is currently 
a Co-Chair of the Obama Transition 
Team, is a longtime confidante of the 
Obama family and has experience as an 
executive at Habitat for Humanity, as 
Chair of the Chicago Transit Board, and 
on the staff of Mayor Richard Daley in 
Chicago.  Her position will be the main 
White House contact with state and local 
elected officials and her office is likely 
to oversee the creation of a White House 
Urban Policy staff to which Obama has 
committed. 
 
ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
Stimulus proposal stymied; Senate will 
try again December 8.  Congress 
returned to Washington for a post-
election lame duck session with many 
members determined to enact an 
economic stimulus bill and provide 
assistance to the nation’s ailing 
automakers.  However, those ambitions 
were thwarted as the Senate leadership 
once again failed to gather the 60 votes 
needed to overcome procedural obstacles 
to an economic stimulus bill. 
 
Early in the week, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) and Senator 
Robert Byrd (D-WV) unveiled an 
economic stimulus bill that combines:  
 
• $38 billion in fiscal assistance to the 

states, 
 
 



 

• $6.5 bi ll ion for  addit ional 
unemployment insurance and 

• A $25 billion bridge loan for General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler.  

 
The Reid/Byrd Economic Recovery Act 
also includes supplemental appropriations 
for a slew of domestic discretionary 
programs, including many of interest to 
local governments as follows: 
  
• WIC Nutrition Program - $445 

million, 
• E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 

Administration Public Works Grants - 
$50 million, 

• Byrne Justice Assistance Formula 
Grants - $490 million, 

• COPS Hiring Grants - $500 million, 
• Corps of Engineers Construction - 

$400 million, 
• Weatherization Assistance - $500 

million, 
• Clean Water State Revolving Loan 

Fund - $1.75 billion, 
• Drinking Water State Revolving Loan 

Fund - $750 million, 
• School Renovation - $2.5 billion, 
• Job Training - $900 million, 
• Elderly Nutrition - $60 million, 
• Airport Improvement Program - $500 

million (all funds obligated within 180 
days), 

• Highways - $10 billion (all funds 
obligated within 180 days), 

• Passenger Rail Corridor Improvement 
Grants- $100 million (all funds 
obligated within 180 days), 

• Amtrak Capital - $400 million, 
• Transit Formula Grants (maintain or 

expand service) - $2.5 billion (all 
funds obligated within 180 days), 

• Public Housing Capital - $700 million 
(obligated within 180 days), 

• Public Housing Extraordinary Energy 
Costs - $200 million and 

• Housing Assistance for Tenants 
Displaced by Foreclosure - $575 
million. 

 
The Reid/Byrd stimulus bill would direct 
highway funding through the Surface 
Transportation Program, but there does not 
appear to be a provision to require that the 
funding be sub-allocated directly to 
metropolitan areas. 
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With the Administration continuing to 
oppose a broader economic stimulus bill, 
action on that measure will probably 
have to wait until the 111th Congress and 
President-elect Obama are sworn in early 
next year.  However, Congress may 
revisit the automaker bailout during the 
week of December 8 if General Motors, 
Ford and Chrysler develop specific, 
concrete plans for how they will use a 
$25 billion federal loan while also 
limiting executive compensation and 
shareholder dividends. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Institute of Museum and Library 
Services 
IMLS is now accepting applications for 
National Leadership Grants (NLG).  
Applications may be submitted in the 
following categories: Advancing Digital 
Resources, Research, Demonstration, 
and Library and Museum Collaboration 
Grants. NLG support projects should 
have the potential to elevate museum 
and library practice. IMLS expects to 
award 45 grants that can range from 
$50,000 to $1,000,000.  For requests 
over $250,000 there is a 1:1 matching 
requirement.  Applications are due 
February 1, 2009.  For more information 
see: 
http://www.imls.gov/applicants/grants/na
tionalLeadership.shtm 
 
National Endowment for Humanities 
Applications are now being accepted for 
Interpreting America’s Historic Places 
planning grants. This program offers 
funding for planning projects to create 
awareness of American history for one 
historic site, a group of sites, a 
community, a neighborhood, or a 
geographic region. Awards usually do 
not exceed $40,000, however the 
maximum NEH awards is $75,000 per 
grant. There is no required cost share, 
but NEH grants usually cover a 
maximum of 50 percent to 60 percent of 
the project costs.  Applications are due 
January 28, 2009. Please see the 
following link for more information: 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/A
HCO_PlanningGuidelines.html 
 
 
 
 

Department of Justice 
The Office of Violence Against Women 
(OVW) is seeking applications for the 
Grants to Encourage Arrests Policies and 
Enforcement Protection Orders 
Program.  This program works to further 
the Department of Justice’s mission by 
encouraging state, local, and tribal 
governments to treat domestic violence, 
dating violence, sexual assault, and 
stalking as serious crimes that require 
coordination between the entire criminal 
justice system.  OVW expects to award 
60 grants for up to $250,000. Letters of 
intent to apply must be submitted by 
December 18, 2008 and applications are 
due on January 15, 2009.  For more 
information see: 
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/docs/fy09arre
stsolicitation.pdf 
 
Department of Labor 
The Employment and Training 
Administration announced the 
availability of $17.3 million for Young 
Offender Grants, which will be awarded 
through a competitive process. Planning 
grants allow selected localities to 
develop comprehensive plans for serving 
both juvenile and young adult offenders 
returning from correctional facilities. 
Applicants must provide one-to-one 
leveraged resources from a local or 
national foundation, local or state 
government, other federal funds, or other 
source.  Grants will fall between 
$300,000 and $5,000,000, and the 
expected number of awards is 14.  See 
the following link for additional 
information: 
http://www.doleta.gov/grants/pdf/SGA_
DFA_PY0809.pdf 
 
  
  









Nicole Tooze/Notes 

11/24/2008 02:21 PM

To CouncilPacket/Notes@Notes

cc Trish.Owen@email.ci.lincoln.ne.us, 
greg.maclean@email.ci.lincoln.ne.us, Edwin 
Kouma/Notes@Notes, Benjamin J Higgins/Notes@Notes, 

bcc

Subject Council Packet

RE:  08R-308 - HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN FOR 12/8 PUBLIC HEARING

Dear Council members:

Resolution 08R-308 will be on your agenda for Introduction on 12/1, public hearing on 
12/8 to approve the City of Lincoln portion of the Lower Platte South NRD 
Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The plan includes a section for the City of 
Lincoln which has been assembled with input and review by several City departments 
and the Emergency Management Director. 

The City has made application for approximately $6 million in federal funds for the 14th 
and Beal Slough flood reduction project -  a project that is being completed in 
partnership with the Lower Platte South NRD and the State of Nebraska, per 2007 State 
legislation and an interlocal agreement approved by the City Council in April of this year. 
However, the City of Lincoln section of the Hazard Mitigation Plan must be approved by 
resolution of the City Council before FEMA can give final approval of Lincoln's plan and 
before the flood control project can be eligible for federal project funds.  

The Plan consists of six sections that include: 1) Introduction, 2) Planning Process, 3) 
Hazard Background, 4) Mitigation Strategy, 5) Plan Implementation and Maintenance, 
and 6) Participant Sections (including City of Lincoln).  The Lincoln portion of the Plan 
identifies the hazards that exist in Lincoln, the likelihood of occurrence, and to what 
extent damage may occur.  It also lays out a mitigation strategy that includes about 40 
mitigation alternatives which are identified as potential future projects, including the 
channel improvements at 14

th
 Street and Beal Slough.  The Plan is required to be 

updated every 5 years, and can also be updated more frequently as needed.  

The City and NRD have worked hard to develop a Hazard Mitigation Plan in a short time 
frame in order to meet a deadline for the 14th and Beal Slough project to be approved 
prior to the funds expiring.  The funds expire on January 7, 2009, but the City must 
approve the Plan with adequate time for FEMA to give final approval to both the plan 
and the project prior to this date.  Thus, it is important that the Council approve the plan  
as soon as possible, preferably on 12/8, but by 12/15 at the latest to provide adequate  
time for FEMA's process.   

The purpose of this email is to make you aware of the upcoming resolution and short 
time line.  The Council will be asked to approve all of Sections 1-5, and the portion of 
Section 6 that relates to Lincoln. Prior to receiving the Plan for introduction on  12/1, it is 
available for your review at lincoln .ne.gov, keyword:  watershed.  Please feel free to 
contact us so that we can accommodate any questions or additional information that you 



need as early as possible prior to the public hearing.  

Thank you, 

Nicole Fleck-Tooze - Lincoln Public Works
441-6173 

Project Managers:
Ed Kouma - Lincoln Public Works 
441-7018

Paul Zillig - Lower Platte South NRD
476-2729

****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.



William or Louise Stone  
<stone@inebraska.com> 

11/22/2008 11:19 AM

To Dan Marvin <dmarvin@lincoln.ne.gov>, Ken Svoboda 
<ksvoboda@lincoln.ne.gov>, Robin Eschliman 
<reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov>, Jonathan Cook 

cc

bcc

Subject Camera enforcement speed limits, red lights

Ladies and Gentlemen:
 
I listened with some interest to the talk on the  radio suggesting Mayor Beutler intends to propose or has proposed 
using cameras  for traffic enforcement.
 
Contending as I have since 1971 with driving on  Lincoln's streets, often during heavy traffic hours, and contending 
as I have  since the 1960's with computers, I have some concerns about this  proposal.  The are also 
inherently thoughts as to why a number of  cities have instituted and then abandoned similar plans  
following taxpayers revolts.
 
During heavy traffic hours (and sometimes other  times as well) on arterials, O Street for example, I match my 
speed to  the general traffic flow, not the speed limit.  Often this results  in going over the posted limit at times.  
On O Street going east  approaching 70th Street, for example the speed limit is 40 MPH but  increases to 45 MPH 
not far past 70th.  Traffic speed often picks up  several blocks in advance of the signs as the last three lights are 
synchronized  and everyone knows they will not be needing to stop.  Further east, the  same thing happens as one 
approaches the next speed limit increase.  I  increase my speed at these points as well because it is safer to  match 
the flow than maintain the speed limit and impede the flow and create a  traffic hazard.  Apparently Police Officers 
agree, as I have on numerous  occasions observed squad cars going with the flow as well.
 
Also during heavy traffic hours in particular and  at some other times as well,  one can turn left from a left turn lane 
only  during a red light.  At 48th and A, for example, if one is proceeding north  on 48th Street and is in the left turn 
lane, the cross traffic is  continuous against you well into the yellow light, so you literally cannot turn  left until the 
light is actually red.  Police Officers, unlike computers,  have some judgment and realize this is what must be done 
to turn left as there  is no other choice and will not ticket such left turns.  Lincoln has many  similar intersections.
 
When traveling on arterials where the speed  limit is 35 or 40 or 45 MPH there are inevitably times when the light 
turns  yellow when you are close to the intersection and are faced with the split  second decision of whether to slam 
on the brakes and test your anti-lock braking  system to perhaps stop before the intersection, or to proceed through  
and be caught in the intersection when the light turns red.  Where  this point is varies on your speed and on the 
overall road condition.   While I usually guess right, I have erred in both directions (i.e. slamming on  the brakes 
and running the risk of being struck from behind when I  would have made it on the yellow) (proceeding and getting 
a red while still  in the intersection).  Police Officers, ulike computers, are  again capable of judgment and I have 
been observed in these errors  but never ticketed.  Less experienced drivers can be observed to make  these errors 
more frequently, of course.  I did get a warning ticket once  for having stopped but only after I was into the 
pedestrian walk  area.
 
After having traveled for a time on arterial, I  have had it happen that I will turn onto a side street and slow down 
only to  have my speed creep back up unbidden.  A good driver only glances at the  gauges once in awhile - they 
spend most of the time looking at the road,  the kids, etc.  A good driver judges speed mainly by feel, and this takes  
awhile to adjust and staring at the speedometer is not safe, so it  happens.  Especially when there are a lot of 
distractions.  The last  time I got stopped in this situation was when I turned west off 48th near Lefler  when the kids 
were just out.  I had just reached the school zone and  slowed, but then turned right and my speed coasted back up.  
I was so busy  watching for the guys who tend to wander in the road while gawking at the  girls to keep my eye on 
the speedometer.  The officer could see what  happened, so gave me a warning.  
 



When taxpayers say they want speed limits and red  lights enforced, they are assuming some sort of common sense 
enforcement.   
 
With a computer, there is the same common sense as  the light switch upon which they are based - none.  Whenever 
I deal with  computers I remember my programming efforts in the sixties and seventies.   I recall the many times I 
would tell the computer to go to a certain file  cabinet, open the file cabinet and look up a file and then get an error  
message.  Why?  Because the file was already open.  Sometimes it  would take me hours to find the program 
had gone through some earlier loop  where I opened the file for some other purpose and then neglected to close  it .  
 
Suppose you tell the dumbest  clerical worker to go to a file cabinet, open the file cabinet, look up a  record, 
etc.  If the worker goes to the cabinet and finds the  file cabinet already open they will go ahead and start looking 
for the  file.  With a computer, however, if you tell the computer  to go to the file cabinet and open the file cabinet 
and the file  cabinet is already open, the computer will either just stop with no notice at  all, or at best tell you it 
cannot open the file cabinet.  It  will never proceed  further unless specifically told to do so, and how to  do so.  So 
for a computer, you must tell it to go to the file cabinet,  check to see if the file cabinet is open, to open the file 
cabinet if  it is not open and then look (in excruciating detail of course).  You must,  of course, also tell the 
computer specifically what to do if it  finds the cabinet open.  You must, to make a long story  short, anticipate 
every contingency.  If you write a note to your  secretary to look up the Beutler file but write in your note Buetler,  
the secretary will look probably go ahead and look up Beutler when  Buetler is not found, or at least ask about it.  
The computer will  just tell you there is no Buetler and quit.
 
So. If you tell a computer 40 as a cut-off, then it  uses 40 as a cut off, whether it makes any sense or not.  Even if  
the vehicle is only going 41 and the rest of the cars are going 43.  If you  tell a computer to penalize when the light 
turns red, the poor sap sitting  through the green light to turn left will still get a ticket  when he turns in the red.  If 
the light turns yellow and I decide  that because the road is a little slick and would be better off to go, then  my 
decision will by further complicated by the fact I know if I go and  don't quite make it I will get a ticket and will 
have to add that factor into  the equation, slowing my reaction time even further.  Or if the road crews  have the ice 
off most of the street and I hit a patch of ice at an intersection  and slide into the intersection (as I have had happen 
at times when the city  works on an intersection and decides in its wisdom to save money by not salting  the new 
concrete) then the computer gives me  a ticket.
 
And after a few of these things happen to me, as  seems probable given computers are involved, I can assure you the 
only thing on  my mind when I vote is will be whether the candidate will support getting rid of  the computer 
tickets.  I won't care what their stand is on a new event  center, raising taxes, or anything else.
 
So, if you go this way and want to avoid a taxpayer  revolt, I suggest you get your IT Department to spend a couple 
of years  programming something like common sense into the system - keeping track of where  you salt, keeping 
track of where the car is when the light turns yellow, keeping  track of whether the street has a left turn light, 
keeping track of what the  general flow of the traffic is, and a few hundred other variables that do not  immediately 
come to my mind that real drivers and real cops take into account  all the time.
 
Myself, I have to confess I would just skip it and  accept the fact that some jobs just require intelligence and 
judgment and can't  be done by a machine which has neither intelligence or judgment.  Computers  were originally 
designed to do math, where there is no judgment, just precision,  and this is still what they do best.
 
William Stone
4315 A Street  
 
   




