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ORDINANCE NO. _________________

AN ORDINANCE amending Section 27.11.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code1

relating to height and area regulations in the R-1 Residential District to reduce required side yards2

of single-family dwelling lots in existence on November 2, 1953 to a width of not less than ten3

percent of the width of the lot, but not less than five feet; and repealing Section 27.11.080 of the4

Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing.5

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:6

Section 1.  That Section 27.11.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to7

read as follows:8

27.11.080 Height and Area Regulations.  9

The maximum height and minimum lot requirements within the R-1 Residential District shall10

be as follows:11

(a) General requirements:12

Table 27.11.080(a)13

Lot Area
(Sq. ft.)

Avg. Lot
Width

Req'd Front
Yard

Req'd Side
Yard

Req'd Rear
Yard Height

Dwelling,14
single-15
family16

9,000** 60'** 30'* 10'*** Smaller

of 30'

or

20%

of depth

35'

Dwelling,17
two-family18

7,200 per
family**

48' per
family**

30'* 20', 0' if
party

wall***

35'

Other19
permitted20

uses21
9,000 60' 30'* 10'*** 35'

*     See subparagraphs (b) and (c)22
**   See subparagraphs (e) and (h)23
*** See subparagraph (h)24
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(b) There shall be a required front yard on each street side of a double-frontage lot. 1

(c) There shall be a required front yard on each street side of a corner lot; provided,2

however, that the buildable width of a lot of record on November 2, 1953, need not be reduced to3

less than thirty-five feet except where necessary to provide a required side yard of not less than five4

feet in place of one of the required front yards.5

(d) Wherever a lot of record on November 2, 1953, had a width of 100 feet or less, the6

required side yard for a single-family dwelling may be reduced to a width of not less than ten7

percent of the width of the lot, but in no instance shall it be less than five feet.8

(d e) Accessory buildings which are attached to or not located more than six feet from the9

main structure shall be considered a part of the main structure and shall comply with the height,10

front, side, and rear yard requirements of the main building.11

(i) Accessory buildings not a part of the main structure may be located in the12

required rear yard, but such accessory buildings may not occupy more than forty percent of the13

required rear yard and shall not be closer than two feet to any side or rear lot line nor more than14

fifteen feet in height. Accessory buildings not a part of the main structure, if located not less than15

sixty feet from the front lot line, may extend into the required side yard though not closer than two16

feet to the side lot line.  A garage which is entered from an alley shall not be located closer than ten17

feet to the alley line.18

(ii) Accessory buildings or structures not a part of the main structure may be lo-19

cated in the required front yard on double-frontage lots where at least one frontage is along a major20

street, provided: 21

(1) Accessory buildings or structures shall not occupy any portions of any22

required front yard along the local street. 23
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(2) Accessory buildings or structures shall not be closer than two feet to1

the side lot line, closer than two feet to the front lot line along the major street, or closer than two2

feet to an area specified as a building line district. 3

(3) Accessory buildings or structures, if located not less than sixty feet4

from the front lot line, may extend into the required side yard though not closer than two feet to the5

side lot line. 6

(4) Accessory buildings or structures shall not occupy any portion of the7

required front yard along any major street except when a landscape screen is located along all front8

lot lines of such lot adjacent to any major street in conformance with the "Design Standards for9

Screening and Landscaping" adopted by the City of Lincoln. 10

(5) Direct vehicular access shall not be available from any major street11

along any major street frontage in the block. 12

(6) Accessory buildings and structures shall not occupy more than 10013

square feet and 600 square feet, respectively, of the required front yard along the major street. 14

(7) Accessory buildings or structures shall not exceed fifteen feet in height15

and any accessory building or structure or portion thereof within twenty feet of the front lot line16

along the major street shall not exceed eight feet in height. 17

(e f) If a vacant lot or tract has less area or width or both less area and width than herein18

required and its boundary lines along their entire length abutted lands under other ownership on19

November 2, 1953, and have not since been changed, such parcel of land may be used for a single-20

family dwelling, as long as a side yard of at least five feet is provided. 21

If such vacant lot or tract comes under common ownership with an abutting lot or22

tract, such vacant lot or tract may continue to be used for a single-family dwelling provided said23
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abutting lot or tract was occupied by a dwelling unit on the date such vacant lot or tract and the1

abutting lot or tract came under common ownership.2

If such vacant lot or tract comes under common ownership with an abutting vacant3

lot or tract which has less area or width or both less area and width than herein required, such lots4

and tracts shall be merged together and constitute a single premise.5

If an existing lot or tract lawfully occupied by a single-family or two-family dwelling6

on the effective date of this title or on the effective date of a change in district boundaries from7

another zoning district to this district has less area or width or both less area and width than herein8

required, such lot or tract shall not be considered nonstandard due to this condition.9

(f g) In those locations in the R-1 Residential District where, on November 2, 1953, and10

continuing thereafter, forty percent or more of the frontage on the same side of a street between two11

street intersections is lawfully occupied by two or more buildings consisting of two-family dwellings12

or two-family and multiple family dwellings, two-family dwellings may be erected in conformance13

with the height, minimum lot requirements, and parking regulations of the R-4 Residential District.14

(g h) Multiple dwellings lawfully existing in this district on the effective date of this title15

or on the effective date of a change of district boundaries from another zoning district to this district16

shall be considered nonstandard uses in conformance with the provisions of Chapter 27.61.17

Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary, any enlargement, extension or reconstruction of such18

multiple dwellings shall be limited to no more than the number of dwelling units licensed with19

Building and Safety on the effective date of this title or on the effective date of the change in district20

boundaries.  21

(h i) If an existing lot or tract is lawfully occupied by a two-family dwelling which has22

a side yard setback of less than twenty feet and said use becomes nonstandard through a change in23
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district boundaries from another zoning district to this district, the two-family dwelling may be1

enlarged, extended or reconstructed as long as the existing side yard or a ten-foot side yard,2

whichever is greater, is provided.  3

Section 2.  That Section 27.11.080 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto existing4

be and the same is hereby repealed.5

Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its6

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the7

City, according to law.8

Introduced by:

____________________________________

Approved as to Form & Legality:

_________________________________
City Attorney

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2009:

_______________________________________
Mayor


