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FACTSHEET

TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08064, requested
by the Director of Planning, to amend Title 27 of
the Lincoln Municipal Code related to height and
area regulations in the R-1 Residential District.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 01/14/09
Administrative Action: 01/14/09

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Carroll,
Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Cornelius,
Taylor and Sunderman voting ‘yes’; Gaylor Baird
absent).  

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. This proposed text amendment is to allow the reduction of required side yards of single family
dwelling lots with lot width of less than 100 feet and in existence on November 2, 1953, to a width of
not less than 10% of the width of the lot, but not less than 5 feet, in the R-1 Residential District. 

  
2. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.2, concluding

that this text amendment will correct an error that was created with a text change that was approved
in 2006, which inadvertently removed language regarding the adjustment of side yards in the R-1
Residential District.  

3. On January 14, 2009, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission
and was opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.  

4. On January 14, 2009, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0
to recommend approval (Gaylor Baird absent).  
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for JANUARY 14, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No. 08064

PROPOSAL: To allow, in the R-1 Residential zoning district, the reduction of required side
yards of single family dwelling lots, in existence on November 2, 1953, to a
width of not less then 10% of the width of the lot, but not less than 5 feet.

CONCLUSION: This change zone will correct an error that was created with a text change that
was approved in 2006 which inadvertently removed language regarding the
adjustment of side yards in the R-1.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:
HISTORY:
October 9, 2006 City Council approved Change of Zone # 06054 amending Section 27.11.080

eliminating subsection (d).
ANALYSIS:
1. The main purpose of the 2006 text amendment was to address some concerns about

downzoning and nonstandard uses. The text amendment revised the standards to allow
existing homes to be rebuilt or vacant lots to be built with a single family home  or a two
family home – and eliminate their categorization as “nonstandard.”  

2. During the above process the following language was removed “Wherever a lot of record
on November 2, 1953 had a width of 100 feet or less, the required side yard for a single
family dwelling may be reduced to a width of not less than ten percent of the width of the
lot, but in no instance shall it be less than five feet.”
This language had been in the Zoning Ordinance since at least 1953.

3. Putting the language back into the Zoning Ordinance will provide homeowners in the R-1
zoning district with lots that have a width smaller than the 100 feet, more flexibility to do
additional and improvements to their property based on the proportionate size of their lot.

4. Planning staff has had an inquiry from a property owner who has an 80 foot wide lot and
would like to do an expansion to their home that would require 8 foot side yards.  This
text change would allow that expansion.

Prepared by:
Christy Eichorn
Planner
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DATE: December 4, 2008

APPLICANT: Planning Director
555 S. 10th ST., Suite 213
Lincoln, NE 68508
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08064

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: January 14, 2009

Members present: Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman and Taylor;
Gaylor Baird absent.  

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE
NO. 08027, COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE NO. 08026, CHANGE OF ZONE NO.
08067, STREET AND ALLEY VACATION NO. 08012, ANNEXATION NO. 08024, ANNEXATION
NO. 08026, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08064, COUNTY CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08065, CHANGE
OF ZONE NO. 08068, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 08069, CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 05026B,
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 08050 and STREET AND ALLEY VACATION NO. 08011.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Item No. 1.1, Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08027, was removed from the Consent
Agenda and scheduled for separate public hearing.  

Item No. 1.7, Change of Zone No. 08068, was withdrawn.

Larson moved to approve the remaining Consent Agenda, seconded by Francis and carried 8-0:
Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Larson, Partington, Sunderman and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Gaylor
Baird absent.

Note: This is final action on Special Permit No. 08050, unless appealed to the City Council by filing
a letter of appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days of the action by the Planning Commission.


