
 

AGENDA 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2009 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING PRE-COUNCILS

I. CITY CLERK 
1. Agenda Items Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 23:

a) Antelope Village;
b) Little Saigon Project; and
c) Matt Talbot.

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATIONS BY:
Lincoln Police Department. Challenges 2009 - 2010. 

MAYOR
**1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule. Week of January 10 through

January 16, 2009. (Forwarded to Council Members on 01/12/09)
**2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents December Award of Excellence to Nicholas

Wemhoff and Barbara Boggs. 
**3. NEWS RELEASE. Free tickets for Doris Kearns Goodwin Forum available Thursday.
**4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and UNL Chancellor Perlman to hold a news

conference, Tuesday, January 13, 2009, at 10:45 a.m, Room 113 at 555 S. 10th, updating
the City’s proposed arena project. 

**5. NEWS RELEASE. Arena vote delayed due to uncertain economy. 
**6. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference, Wednesday, January

14, 2009, 1:00 pm at 555 S. 10th, discussing phase one report of the Impact Fee Study
Committee. (Forwarded to Council Members on 01/14/09) 

**7. NEWS RELEASE. Impact Fee Committee issues recommendations.
  *8. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule. Week of January 17 through

January 23, 2009. (Forwarded to Council on 01/16/09)
  *9. NEWS RELEASE. Nominations now accepted for Mayor’s Arts Awards.
*10. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler available to talk to the media via conference call on

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 at 3:00 pm (CST). 5 CITY-TV, cable channel 5 will air the
conference call live. 

*11. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler and Police Chief Casady will hold a news
conference on Friday, January 23, 2009, 575 S. 10th, to release the City crime statistics
for calendar year 2008.

*12. NEWS RELEASE. Contractor to grind holiday trees. 
*13. Citizens Information Center snow notification for Friday, January 16, 2009, 4:30 a.m.

(Forwarded to Council Members on 01/16/09)
*14. Citizens Information Center snow notification for Friday, January 16, 2009, 10:00 a.m.

(Forwarded to Council members on 01/16/09) 



 

*15. NEWS RELEASE. Public invited to open house on water quality improvements in
Tierra Park.

*16. Washington Report, January 16, 2009.
  17. Washington Report, January 23, 2009. 

 DIRECTORS 

CITIZEN INFORMATION CENTER
**1. Cable TV Advisory Board Meeting Agenda of January 22, 2009.

a)  Complaints received about Time Warner.
 *2. Cable TV Advisory Board Minutes, July 24, 2008.

CITY LIBRARIES
 *1. NEWS RELEASE. African American Read-In. Readings held at Eiseley Branch

Library,
1530 Superior Street, Thursday, February 5, 2009 at 12:00 noon. 

 *2. NEWS RELEASE. Title nominations now being accepted to be read as part of the 2009
One Book - One Lincoln community reading program. 

 *3. NEWS RELEASE. Sundays at Your Library. Expanded service hours at several
locations.

FINANCE/BUDGET
   1. January Sales Tax Reports:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) City of Lincoln Gross Sales Tax Collections (With Refunds Added Back In) 2003-

2004 Through 2008-2009;
c) City of Lincoln Sales Tax Refunds 2003-2004 Through 2008-2009; and
d) City of Lincoln Net Sales Tax Collections 2003-2004 Through 2008-2009. 

PLANNING
    **1. Action by Planning Commission, January 14, 2009.

  *2. Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission January meeting cancelled.
  *3. Memorandum regarding Bill #09-6. Change of Zone No. 08063, Text amendment

relating to electronic copy signs for churches, schools and community playhouses.
    
PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
 *1. Special Permit No. 08050. Expansion of nonstandard dwelling, 827 North 33rd Street.

Resolution No. PC-01152.
  *2. Special Permit No. 08041. Stone Haven Community Unit Plan. S.W. 12th Street and

West Denton Road. Resolution No. PC-01153. 
    3. Special Permit No. 08034A, Amendment to the Whispering Meadows Community Unit

Plan. S.W. 27th Street and West A Street. Resolution No. PC-01156.
    4. Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08029. Permanent conservation easement, S.W.

1st Street and West E Street. Resolution No. PC-01154. 
    5. Action by Planning Commission, January 28, 2009. 

PUBLIC WORKS/WATER & WASTEWATER SYSTEM
    1. Lincoln Water and Wastewater Systems Fiscal Year 2007-08 Audits. (Delivered to

Council on January 23, 2009) `



 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
**1. Reply to Michael Reinmiller from Kenneth D. Smith, City Parking Manager, regarding

correspondence of January 4, 2009 on downtown parking (Correspondence included). 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING REHAB AND REAL ESTATE DIVISION
    1. Street and Alley vacation No.08012. East/West alley 26th to 27th Street, North of W

Street.   

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JON CAMP
   1. Email from Wayne and Judy Jensen voicing opposition to proposed daycare center at

29th and Porter Ridge with concerns of traffic and the waivers for the developer.
   2. Email from Michael, Chris, Colton and Addison Dinneen stating reasons they feel a

daycare of this size should not be built at this location.
   3. Email from Donald Henninger strongly opposing the proposed zone change for a

daycare center. 
   4. Email from Jan Harris and Reta Leggett protesting the zone change for a daycare center

listing reasons why the location is unsuitable for this business.
   5. Email from Tanya Colson opposed to zone change for a daycare business giving reasons

to keep residential. 
       6. Email letter from Steve Goosic listing reasons on not allowing the zoning changes and

special waivers, 29th and Porter Road, for a proposed daycare center.
       7. Email from Cyndi Miller, Knowledge Beginnings child care center director, giving

reasons to oppose the zoning change and waivers to permit a child daycare center at 29th

and Porter Ridge Road. 
       8. Email from Tim and Carol McClain with concerns regarding proposed change of zoning

at 29th and Porter Ridge Road and listing daycare centers already in the neighborhood.     
  

  ROBIN ESCHLIMAN 
 *1. Email from Richard Todd regarding railroad cars parked parallel to Highway 2 and 40th

to 48th Street for extended time period.  
        2. Response to Richard Todd on unsightly BNSF rail cars along Highway 2 from

approximately 48th to 27th Street.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
**1. Correspondence through InterLinc from Brendan Evans in support of the proposed sign

for the Lincoln Community Playhouse. (Delivered to Council Members on 01/12/09
before formal Council Meeting) 

**2. Email from Perry Haralson in support of an electronic sign for the Community
Playhouse. (Delivered to Council Members on 01/12/09 before formal Council Meeting)

**3. Email from Anthony Messineo in support of a sign proposed for the Lincoln
Community Playhouse. (Delivered to Council Members on 01/12/09 before formal
Council Meeting)

**4. Community Health Endowment (CHE) elects officers and welcomes new trustees.
**5. Letter from Joyce Richter in opposition to Doctor Johns business being permitted to

operate. 



 

**6. Letter from Bob Reeves opposing request by the Lincoln Community Playhouse for a
lighted sign. 

**7. LES Legislative Guidelines for 2009.
**8. InterLinc correspondence from Rick and Jessica Stanton regarding proposed blighted

area ownership. 
  *9. Correspondence through InterLinc. Question on Elmwood receiving ALS intercept.
*10. Letter from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies reporting

re-accredited status to the Lincoln Emergency Communications/911 Center. 
*11. Email from Gerald Brodd regarding gasoline prices set by stations.
*12. Email from Linda Witfoth regarding issues brought up at the January 12, 2009 City

Council Meeting. Change of Zone 08058 and Use Permit 08002.  

V. ADJOURNMENT

** HELD OVER FROM JANUARY 19, 2009.       

   *HELD OVER FROM JANUARY 26, 2009.             
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CONGRESS 
Obama sworn in as 44th President; Congress 
quickly begins confirming Cabinet 
appointments.  Millions of Americans this 
week withstood bone-chilling temperatures, 
long lines, long walks, and long waits to 
witness the swearing in of Barack Obama as 
President and attend the many festivities 
surrounding the event. 
 
Once the parties were over, however, both the 
new President and Congress got to work 
quickly, recognizing that the current state of 
the nation’s economy and world affairs were 
in need of immediate attention.  For example, 
a number of Obama Cabinet positions have 
been confirmed by the Senate this week: 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton; 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack; 
Education Secretary Arne Duncan; Housing 
and Urban Development Secretary Shaun 
Donovan; Interior Secretary Ken Salazar; 
Homeland Security Secretary Janet 
Napolitano; Transportation Secretary Ray 
LaHood, and Veterans’ Affairs Secretary Erik 
Shinseki.  Also approved by the Senate were 
Environmental  Protect ion Agency 
Administrator Lisa Jackson, White House 
Office of Management and Budget Director 
Peter Orszag, and United Nations 
Ambassador Susan Rice. 
 
The group that has yet to be confirmed are the 
following departmental designees: Timothy 
Geithner for Treasury; Eric Holder for 
Justice; Hilda Solis for Labor; Thomas 
Daschle for Health and Human Services, and 
Ron Kirk for U.S. Trade Representative.  All 
are expected to be approved within the next 
two weeks.  President Obama has yet to 
nominate a Commerce Secretary to replace 
Bill Richardson, and Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates did not need to be reconfirmed, 
as he was already in the position. 

Consideration of the various components of 
the economic stimulus package (see related 
story) was the focus in Congress this week, 
and those matters are expected to be on the 
fast-track again next week.  House floor 
consideration and Senate committee 
consideration of the plans are expected, and 
President Obama has scheduled a meeting 
with congressional Republicans to sell his 
plan as well. 
 
In addition, the House will consider a Senate-
approved version of wage discrimination 
legislation (S 181), while the Senate will 
continue Cabinet confirmations and the 
reauthorization of the State Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (SCHIP). 
 
STIMULUS 
House panels clear stimulus proposals.  The 
House Appropriations Committee and House 
Ways and Means Committee each approved 
their sections of the economic stimulus bill 
this week.  The party-line votes in both panels 
revealed bitter feelings on the Republican 
side of the aisle, as many in the GOP objected 
to the high pricetag ($825 billion) and the fact 
that they did not believe they had been 
properly consulted during the crafting of the 
package. 
 
Both committee chairmen maintained that 
Republicans had refused opportunities to 
contribute to the plan and defended their swift 
action as a necessary response to a faltering 
economy.  Nonetheless, President Obama 
moved swiftly to try to stem the GOP 
criticism, first with a bipartisan meeting of 
congressional leadership at the White House 
today, followed by an unprecedented meeting 
with House Republicans next week. 
 
During the markup this week, Republicans 
made several unsuccessful attempts to amend 
the House Appropriations Committee draft 
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released late last week (see January 16 
Washington Report for details) that 
included $550 billion in spending for a 
variety of domestic programs.  One 
amendment that was approved would 
prevent embattled Illinois Governor Rod 
Blagojevich (D) from directing the use of 
funds in the package. 
 
As cleared by the Ways and Means 
Committee, the $275 billion tax portion of 
the stimulus bill would institute a number 
of tax breaks aimed at stimulating the 
economy and assisting low- and moderate-
income taxpayers.  Over half of the bill’s 
cost would go to a “Making Work Pay Tax 
Credit” of $500 for individuals ($1,000 for 
married couples).  The tax credit, available 
in 2009 and 2010, would go to all 
taxpayers earning $75,000 or less 
($150,000 or less for married couples).  
The bill also includes a two-year expansion 
of the child tax credit, a higher education 
tax credit to offset tuition costs and tax 
incentives to encourage the hiring of 
unemployed veterans.  Other highlights of 
the bill include a temporary expansion of 
unemployment and welfare benefits and a 
short-term subsidy to help newly 
unemployed workers pay for health 
insurance.   
 
The package cleared by the Ways and 
Means Committee includes a number of 
provisions designed to address the fiscal 
crisis faced by state and local governments, 
restore the municipal bond market and spur 
state and local infrastructure investment.  
 
• In a victory for local governments, the 

bill would delay for one year the 
implementation of the requirement set 
to take effect in 2011 that state and 
local governments withhold three 
percent of all payments to vendors. 
 

• In an effort to spur demand for 
municipal bonds, the bill would 
provide $18.3 billion to permit state 
and local governments the option of 
issuing tax credit general obligation 
bonds instead of tax-exempt general 
obligation bonds in 2009 and 2010.   
 

• The bill would temporarily allow 
financial institutions to deduct a 
portion of the interest they earn from 
tax-exempt municipal bonds issued in 
2009 and 2010.  Normally, financial 
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institutions are not allowed to take 
that deduction. 
 

• It would expand the definition of 
“small issuer of tax-exempt 
municipal bonds” from $10 million 
to $30 million for 2009 and 2010.  
As discussed above, financial 
institutions cannot take a deduction 
for interest earned on tax-exempt 
municipal bonds, but the law makes 
an exception for the municipal 
bonds of “small issuers.” 

 
• The bill would create a new 

category of tax credit bonds dubbed 
Recovery Zone Bonds for 
investments in infrastructure, job 
training, education and economic 
development in areas facing high 
rates of poverty, unemployment or 
home foreclosures, including 
Empowerment Zones and Renewal 
Communities.  The national cap on 
the bonds would be $25 billion in 
2009 and 2010, with $10 billion of 
that amount for economic 
development bonds and $15 billion 
for facility bonds.  The national cap 
would be allocated to the states by 
the ratio that each state’s 2008 job 
losses bears to the national total of 
2008 job losses.  The states would 
have to sub-allocate the cap to 
counties and to cities over 100,000 
in population using the same job 
loss ratio.  
 

• To spur school construction and 
modernization, the bill would 
authorize $11 billion per year in 
2009 and 2010 in tax credit bonds 
for the construction, rehabilitation 
or repair of public school facilities 
or for the purchase of land for 
public school facilities. 

 
• A $2.4 billion expansion of the 

national cap for Qualified Energy 
Conservation Bonds.  Qualified 
Energy Conservation Bonds are a 
new category of tax credit bonds 
authorized last year to finance state 
and local programs and initiatives to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  
The current national cap for these 
tax credit bonds is $800 million.  
The cap is allocated to the states 
according to population; the states 

must allocate a proportional share of 
their allocations to all cities and 
counties with a population of more 
than 100,000. 

 
• A $1.6 billion expansion of the cap 

on Clean Renewable Energy Bonds. 
 
The tax title of the stimulus bill cleared 
by the Ways and Means Committee now 
heads to the House floor on Wednesday, 
where it will be combined with the 
portions of the stimulus bill that the 
Appropriations and Energy and 
Commerce Committee approved this 
week.  The House is expected to clear 
the bill easily, the only uncertainty being 
how many Republican votes it will 
garner.  The Senate Finance Committee 
is scheduled to mark up its version of the 
stimulus bill tax title next Tuesday. 
 
FINANCE 
House votes to constrain TARP.  Twice 
this week, the House voiced its 
displeasure with the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program (TARP), the $700 billion 
package designed to stave off the 
collapse of the financial industry.   
 
Yesterday, the House approved, 270-
155, a resolution (H J Res 3) that would 
block the release of the second $350 
billion installment of TARP funds.  That 
vote was largely symbolic because the 
Senate defeated a similar resolution last 
week by a vote 42-52.  The original 
TARP legislation required that approval 
of only one of the two chambers of 
Congress was necessary to release of the 
second half of the funds. 
 
Earlier in the week, the House approved, 
260-166, a bill (HR 384) that would 
impose guidelines for and restrictions on 
the use of remaining TARP funds.  The 
bill would place limits on investments 
and on the executive pay of institutions 
accepting TARP assistance.  It would 
also require institutions receive TARP 
funds to submit quarterly reports, would 
require audits of TARP recipients and 
would specifically require the Treasury 
Department to expand foreclosure 
assistance under the program to 
community banks and other small 
financial institutions at terms similar to 
those offered to their larger competitors. 
 



 

The bill also includes a number of 
provisions designed to address problems of 
state and local governments, such as 
directing $40 billion to additional 
foreclosure prevention activities and 
directing Treasury to use TARP funds to 
support issuers of municipal securities (see 
last week’s Washington Report for more 
detail about HR 384). 
 
Approval of this bill may also prove 
symbolic, as the Senate, eager to avoid 
another lengthy debate on this 
controversial issue, is unlikely to tale 
action on HR 384 bill or a similar bill in 
the coming weeks.  However, the Obama 
Administration would not need 
congressional approval to implement a 
number of the provisions of the legislation, 
and may do so in the coming weeks. 
 
EMPLOYMENT 
Senate approves wage discrimination 
measure.  The Senate approved legislation 
(S 181) this week that is designed to 
address a 2007 Supreme Court case that 
denied an Alabama woman the ability to 
sue her employer for wage discrimination 
because the statute of limitations on her 
case had run out. 
 
The High Court ruled in the case 
(Ledbetter v. Goodyear) that Lilly 
Ledbetter could not sue Goodyear because 
she had not filed the case within 180 days 
of when she received her first unfair wage.  
Lebetter did not discover that her male 
counterparts at Goodyear had been making 
higher wages until 20 years later. 
 
The Senate bill would apply the statute of 
limitations to each discriminatory 
paycheck or action, not just the first.  A 
number of Republicans argued that the 
legislation was too vague and would lead 
to increased unnecessary litigation, but 
supporters maintain that the bill simply 
reinforces the original intent of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. 
 
In order to avoid expected filibusters to the 
legislation, Senate leaders required that 60 
votes would be necessary for passage, as 
opposed to a simple majority.  The bill was 
approved 61-36, with Republicans Kay 
Bailey Hutchison of Texas, Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska, and Susan Collins 
and Olympia Snowe of Maine joining the 
Democrats. 
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The House approved a broader version 
(HR 11) of the bill last week, but there 
are reports that the chamber may simply 
approve the Senate bill next week and 
avoid a House-Senate conference 
committee on the bill. 
 
The measure stands to be the first major 
piece of legislation presented by 
Congress to President Obama. 
 
GRANTS AND NOTICES 
 
Department of Justice 
The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) is 
seeking applications for the FY 2009 
Technology Research and Development 
for Law Enforcement and Corrections 
Grant. This grant opportunity is for 
research and development of law 
enforcement technology that provides 
improvement in areas such as confirming 
an individual's identity, situational 
awareness, locating and tracking 
individuals, data analysis tools, and 
means to detect contraband.  According 
to NIJ, the funding amount and number 
of awards made will depend on the 
availability of funds and the quality of 
applications.  All applications are due 
online at www.grants.gov on March 2, 
2009.  To view the full grant 
announcement and application 
instructions, see: 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000
862.pdf. 
 
Department of Transportation 
The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) issued a notice of proposed 
rulemaking and a request for comments 
r e ga rd ing  the  T ranspo r ta t i on 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation 
Act (TIFIA).  DOT proposes to amend 
the TIFIA rule to implement recent 
statutory changes, and to incorporate 
changes to improve the efficiency of 
TIFIA and its usefulness to borrowers.  
This proposed rulemaking includes 
substantive changes that were mandated 
by SAFETEA-LU.  DOT seeks 
comments on proposed definitions, 
clarifications, and two new policies that 
will impact the project selection 
process.  Comments are due by March 
23, 2009.  For more information please 
see the Federal Register Wednesday, 
January 21, 2009 pages 3487-3508. 
 

Assistance to Firefighters Grants 
Workshops 
The Assistance to Firefighters Grants 
(AFG) Program Office at the 
Department of Homeland Security has 
posted the schedule for applicant 
workshops for the FY 2009 Assistance 
to Firefighters Grants. Applicant 
workshops are conducted by AFG 
regional staff and are free to all 
attendees. Details and regional schedules 
can be found here: 
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/worksh
op/display/workshops.aspx. 
 
  
  



             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2008-09 2008-09 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 07-08 FR. 07-08
SEPTEMBER $4,648,330 $4,377,476 ($270,854) ($144,262) -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,842,011 $4,736,074 ($105,937) ($237,187) -4.77%
NOVEMBER $4,836,314 $4,851,237 $14,923 $191,378 4.11%
DECEMBER $4,534,401 $4,336,273 ($198,128) ($387,336) -8.20%
JANUARY $4,654,027 $4,209,000 ($445,027) ($381,789) -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,930,039
MARCH $4,312,238
APRIL $4,101,468
MAY $4,785,046
JUNE $4,631,241
JULY $4,699,599

AUGUST $4,990,120

TOTAL $56,964,834 $22,510,060 ($1,005,023) ($959,196) -4.08%

 
Actual collections through January are 4.27 % below projections for the year



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84% $4,812,555 4.35%

OCTOBER $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22% $4,845,000 -4.12%

NOVEMBER $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44% $4,937,998 2.48%

DECEMBER $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92% $4,545,947 -4.37%

JANUARY $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37% $4,465,270 -3.29%

FEBRUARY $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62%

MARCH $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18%

APRIL $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19%

MAY $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 $4,664,470 2.75% $4,859,251 4.18%

JULY $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 $4,772,617 2.53% $4,983,976 4.43%

AUGUST $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 $4,887,329 -2.09% $5,026,702 2.85%

TOTAL $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 $56,302,764 0.77% $57,723,030 2.52% $23,606,769 -1.04%#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) ($90,282) 230.10% ($435,079) 381.91%

OCTOBER ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) ($79,688) -52.19% ($108,925) 36.69%

NOVEMBER ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) ($158,855) 3993.08% ($86,760) -45.38%

DECEMBER ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) ($29,848) -82.99% ($209,674) 602.47%

JANUARY ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) ($26,308) -68.79% ($256,270) 874.13%

FEBRUARY ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) ($489,939) 49.77% ($83,713) -82.91%

MARCH ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) ($325,269) 143.51%

APRIL ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) ($108,764) -16.73%

MAY ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) ($22,529) -94.10%

JUNE ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) ($478,184) 206.87%

AUGUST ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) ($43,759) -92.32%

TOTAL ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) ($1,989,734) -15.05% ($1,180,422) 34.92%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 $4,546,247 $4,521,738 -0.54% $4,377,476 -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 $4,545,825 $4,973,261 9.40% $4,736,074 -4.77%

NOVEMBER $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 $4,654,599 $4,659,859 0.11% $4,851,237 4.11%

DECEMBER $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 $4,270,321 $4,723,609 10.61% $4,336,273 -8.20%

JANUARY $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 $4,470,347 $4,590,789 2.69% $4,209,000 -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 $5,666,534 $5,106,677 -9.88%

MARCH $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 $3,991,501 $4,096,136 2.62%

APRIL $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 $3,888,098 $4,118,712 5.93%

MAY $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 $4,514,268 $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 $4,478,219 $4,722,943 5.46%

JULY $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 $4,616,793 $4,505,792 -2.40%

AUGUST $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 $4,317,734 4,982,944 15.41%

TOTAL $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 $53,960,485 $55,733,297 3.29% $22,510,060 -4.09%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION **
January 28, 2009

NOTICE: The  Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, January 28, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. in the City-
Council Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln,
Nebraska, on the following items.  For more information, call the
Planning Department, 441-7491.

** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by filing a Notice of
Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the action of the Planning
Commission.

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2009

[Commissioner Partington absent]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held January 14, 2009. **APPROVED, 7-0
(Gaylor Baird abstained; Partington absent)**

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
(Public Hearing and Action):

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:
1.1 Comprehensive Plan Conformance No. 08029, to review as to

Page conformance with the 2030 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive
01 Plan, the acquisition of a permanent conservation easement, on property

generally located at SW 1st Street and West E Street.  
*** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation:  Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan  
Staff Planner:  Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission ‘final action’: A FINDING OF CONFORMANCE
WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 8-0 (Partington absent).
Resolution No. PC-01154.



ANNEXATION:
1.2 Annexation No. 08009, to annex 150.4 acres, more or less, generally

Page located at N. 84th Street and Cornhusker Highway.
07 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

1.3 Annexation No. 08012, to annex 22.2 acres, more or less, generally
Page located at S. 27th Street and Rokeby Road.
13 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

1.4 Annexation No. 08014, to annex 145.2 acres, more or less, generally
Page located at S. 1st Street and Van Dorn Street and S. 6th Street and Pioneers
19 Boulevard. 

Staff recommendation:  Approval  
Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

1.5 Annexation No. 08017, to annex 32 acres, more or less,generally located
Page at NW 39th Street and West Adams.
25 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

1.6 Annexation No. 08018, to annex 6.8 acres, more or less, generally located
Page at NW 12th Street and Highway 34.
31 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.



1.7 Annexation No. 08021, to annex 134 acres, more or less, generally located
Page at N. 44th Street and Superior Street.
37 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

CHANGE OF ZONE: 
1.8 Change of Zone No. 08070, from I-1 Industrial District to B-3 Commercial

Page District, and to designate as a landmark, property built as the Standard Oil
43 Co. Barn and Garage, generally located at N. 14th Street and New Hampshire

Street.
Staff recommendation:  Approval   
Staff Planner:  Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

CHANGE OF ZONE WITH RELATED ITEMS:
1.9a Change of Zone No. 08073, from R-3 Residential District to O-3 Office

Page Park District, on property generally located at S. 29th Street abnd Porter
61 Ridge Road.

Staff recommendation:  Approval  
Staff Planner:  Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: DENIAL, 5-3 (Francis, Taylor,
Gaylor Baird, Cornelius and Carroll voting ‘yes’; Esseks, Sunderman
and Larson voting ‘no’; Partington absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
March 2, 2009, 1:30 p.m.

1.9b Special Permit No. 08052, for an early childhood care facility, with a
Page waiver of the requirement to be located on an arterial street, on property
61 generally located at S. 29th Street and Porter Ridge Road

Staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner:  Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: DENIAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
March 2, 2009, 1:30 p.m.



1.9c Use Permit No. 100B, an amendment to revise the boundaries and to add
Page approximately 0.98 acres to the existing South Ridge Village use permit,
61 with requests to waive the side yard and rear yard setbacks, on property

generally located at S. 27th Street and Pine Lake Road.
Staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner:  Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: DENIAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
March 2, 2009, 1:30 p.m.

PERMITS:
1.10 Special Permit No. 310D, an amendment for expansion of a health care

Page facility with waivers to setbacks and height, located on property generally
83 located at Normal Boulevard and Cotner Boulevard.

Staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Removed from Consent Agenda and had separate public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated January 14, 2009, 7-0 (Gaylor Baird
absent at time of vote; Partington absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION:

ANNEXATION: 

4.1 Annexation No. 08010, to annex 448.2 acres, more or less, generally
Page located at S. 70th Street and Pine Lake Road.
97 Staff recommendation:  Approval  

Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 8-0 (Partington
absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.



4.2 Annexation No. 08015, to annex 116.9 acres, more or less, generally
Page located at S. Folsom Street and W. Calvert Street.
105 Staff recommendation:  Approval   

Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 6-0 (Gaylor Baird
declaring a conflict of interest; Larson and Partington absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

4.3 Annexation No. 08016, to annex 243 acres, more or less, generally
Page located at NW 48th Street and Interstate 80.
113 Staff recommendation:  Approval   

Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 7-0 (Larson and
Partington absent).
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
February 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

CHANGE OF ZONE: 
4.4a County Change of Zone No. 08071, amending the Lancaster County

Page Zoning Resolution by amending Article 13, Special Permit, Section
119 13.001(14), to allow excavation and stone milling to be approved by special

permit in the AG and AGR zoning districts and to provide conditions
governing said use; and to add Section 13.017 relating to enforcement and
revocation of special permits.  
Staff recommendation:  Approval  
Staff Planner:  Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 7-0 (Larson and
Partington absent).
Public Hearing date before Lancaster County Board of Commissioners
is being requested.

4.4b City Change of Zone No. 08072, amending Title 27 of the Lincoln
Page Municipal Code relating to zoning by amending Section 27.07.040,
119 27.09.040 and 27.49.040 to add excavation and stone milling as a permitted

special use in the AG, AGR, and I-2 zoning districts, respectively; by
amending Section 27.63.160 to allow excavation and stone milling to be
approved by special permit in the AG, AGR, R-3, B-2, H-2, H-3, H-4, and I-2
zoning districts and to provide conditions governing said use; amending
Sections 27.15.040, 27.31.050, 27.35.020, 27.41.040, 27.43.040, 27.45.030,
27.47.030, and 27.51.030 to provide consistency in the terminology used in
each section relating to excavation and stone milling; by repealing Sections
27.63.310 and 27.63.360 in their entirety; and repealing Sections 27.07.040,
27.09.040,  27.15.040, 27.31.050, 27.35.020, 27.41.040, 27.43.040,



27.45.030, 27.47.030, 27.49.040, 27.51.030, and 27.63.160 of the Lincoln
Municipal Code as hitherto existing.
Staff recommendation:  Approval   
Staff Planner:  Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 7-0 (Larson and
Partington absent).
Public Hearing before the City Council will be scheduled subsequent to
the public hearing and action by the Lancaster County Board of
Commissioners on County Change of Zone No. 08071.

CHANGE OF ZONE WITH RELATED ITEMS:
4.5a Change of Zone No. 08075, from AG Agricultural District to B-2 Planned

Page Neighborhood Business District, on property generally located at N. 98th

153 Street and “O” Street.
Staff recommendation:  Approval  
Staff Planner:  Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 7-0 (Larson and
Partington absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled at a future date.

4.5b Use Permit No. 08003, for approximately 19 acres for office and retail
Page use, on property generally located at N. 98th Street and “O” Street.   
171 *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner:  Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the revised staff report submitted on 1/28/09, with the
amendments as requested by the applicant, 6-1 (Gaylor Baird
dissenting; Larson and Partington absent).
Resolution No. PC-01155.



5. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION:

5.1 Special Permit No. 08034A, an amendment to the Whispering Meadows
Community Unit Plan, for 27 single family lots and 211 attached single family
lots, together with a request to reduce the minimum lot area requirements
and to modify the height and area requirements of the Land Subdivision
Ordinance, on property generally located at S.W. 27th Street and West A
Street. 
*** FINAL ACTION *** 
Planning staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval  
Staff Planner:  Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov 
Had continued public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated January 15, 2009, 6-1 (Francis dissenting;
Larson and Partington absent).
Resolution No. PC-01156.

* * * * * * * * * *

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

PENDING LIST:

1.  Street and Alley Vacation No. 04013, to vacate all of the east-west alley in Block 65,
Original Lincoln, bounded by 13th, 14th, "M" and "N" Streets, generally located at
S. 13th Street & "M" Street.  (**Expires 01/28/09**)
(3-16-05: Planning Commission voted 9-0 to place on pending until completion
of the Downtown Master Plan at the request of the applicant.)

2. County Special Permit No. 08051, to allow a campground, on property generally
located at NW 112th Street and Interstate 80.
(1-14-09:  Planning Commission voted 8-0 to continue public hearing on
February 11, 2009 at the request of the applicant).  
*** 1-15-09:  WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT *** 



Planning Dept. staff contacts:

Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager 441-6374 shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner 441-6369 mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
Tom Cajka, Planner 441-5662 tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Long Range Planner 441-6364 dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike DeKalb, Planner 441-6370 mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov 
Christy Eichorn, Planner 441-7603 ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner 441-6373 bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov 
Rashi Jain, Planner 441-6372 rjain@lincoln.ne.gov 
Brian Will, Planner 441-6362 bwill@lincoln.ne.gov 
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner 441-6360 ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov 

* * * * * 
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5. 

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm



































Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 09:17 AM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Proposed Daycare at 29th & Porter Ridge

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: Judy Jensen <judykjensen@gmail.com>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 28 Jan 2009 6:56 am
Subject: Proposed Daycare at 29th & Porter Ridge

Dear Mr. Camp,
      We do not think that waivers should be granted for the proposed daycare center at 29th & 
Porter Ridge Road.  The setbacks should not be changed.  The developer should either adhere to 
the present setbacks and design a smaller building or find another bigger lot elsewhere.  Traffic 
is already congested on 29th St. at times due to the Starbucks Coffee Shop and shopping center 
on Pine Lake Road.  We have seen many people coming from that shopping area who do a 
U-Turn (illegally) around that island on 29th St.sometimes causing a back up of traffic flowing 
in from Pine Lake.  The presence of the hill at 29th & Porter Ridge also obstructs vision and 
drivers often pop over the hill quite rapidly.  A daycare center with more traffic on this 
residential street would further compound the  safety issue.  We believe residential zoning is 
probably a more appropriate use for property in this location.  

     Wayne and Judy Jensen
      2829 Sissel Rd.
      Lincoln, NE  68516
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 09:17 AM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: 29th pinelake daycare???

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: MICHAEL DINNEEN <md62042@gmail.com>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov <jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov>
Sent: Wed, 28 Jan 2009 8:44 am
Subject: 29th pinelake daycare???

Good morning,
 
My name is Michael Dinneen.
 
My family received a card yesterday about a proposed daycare going in south of 29th and 
Pinelake RD.
 
I am not sure if it had your email on it or not but I think that it did. If not can you forward to the 
correct persons.
 Anyway, I can not attend the meeting on such a short notice, but I would like to say that my 
family would be against a day care of this size at this location.
 
Reasons
1.  We live on 2861 Sissel Rd and the road this is proposed to be on is the way we come and go 
from our area.
2.  With that lot, it is on a curve and the road has a hill right there, making it hard to see.
3.  It is a very busy street that people already drive WAY to fast on.  Sunday on the ice we saw a 
car
    sliding out of control in a circle down that area.  Also, you can always see slide marks from 
people out of control.
4. There are alot of lots in the 14th to 40th Pinelake to Yankee Hill RD area that would be more 
acceptable to an
    11000sq foot 2 story building.  Not to mention the re-zoning.  It just sounds Way to bid for 
this lot.
5.  Seems strange that this amost pasted without any questioning or oppinions from 
neighborhood.
 
Thanks for your time



 
Michael, Chris, Colton, Addison Dinneen
 
540-8844
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:53 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: zone change at Porter Ridge Rd

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: domar2871 <domar2871@windstream.net>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 28 Jan 2009 9:19 am
Subject: zone change at Porter Ridge Rd

Due to health reasons I will be unable to attend the meeting.  I would like to have it known that I am strongly 
against this zone change. We already have a traffic problem at that area. I can see no way this area could handle the 
traffic this would cause. My name is Donald Henninger and live at 2871 Porter Ridge Rd.
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:54 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Proposed zone change at 29th & Porter Ridge Road

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: Jan Harris <gh71530@windstream.net>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: gh71530@windstream.net
Sent: Tue, 27 Jan 2009 11:06 pm
Subject: Proposed zone change at 29th & Porter Ridge Road

Mr. Camp:
 
This email is written on behalf of myself Janice Harris (2801 Sissel Road) and my sister Reta Leggett (2803 Sissel 
Road).  We are property owners in the area of the proposed zone change  (29th and Porter Ridge Road) and wish to 
protest the zone change.
 
Not only will the increased traffic be a problem, but mixing the types of traffic would not be beneficial to anyone.    
That area is largely populated with older homeowners and mixing that with young impatient parents dropping off 
children who (hopefully) would be supervised is not wise.  Safety would certainly be a major issue.  Additionally, 
none of us want our property value to decrease in a time when real estate is already dropping.  Further, there is 
already a relitavely large child care facility within the South Point area (near the round about - 34th street I believe) 
- so what would be the point of another so close in proximity - doesn't seem to be good business.  
 
It is hoped that common sense would prevail in denying this proposed zone change.
 
Thank you for your attention.
 
Jan Harris
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:52 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Planning Commission Hearing concerns

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: Tanya Colson <tcolson@madonna.org>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Wed, 28 Jan 2009 9:55 am
Subject: Planning Commission Hearing concerns

Mr. Camp, 
I am writing to let you know my concerns on one of the proposed changes you will be meeting about this afternoon 
in the planning commission hearing. My name is Tanya Colson, I own my home on 7241 So 30th Place. The empty 
lot directly behind my home is 29th and Porter Ridge Road,  is zoned residential, I would like you to help keep it 
that way. When purchasing my home, one of my major factors in buying was the lot be zoned residential, now I find 
myself fighting to see it stays that way. 
It is my understanding  there is a large childcare facility wanting to build on the lot, with a building of 11,000 sq ft. 
Does this not require it to be located on an arterial street? There are many other lots more suitable for a childcare 
facility that would not require waivers to get it done. 
I do not want the rear set-backs changed from 40 feet to 20 feet behind my home! 
I do not want my property values decreased because the lot is no longer zoned residential! 
I do not want increased noise levels in my neighborhood! 
I do not appreciate the increased traffice problems, as well as safety issues this brings about in my backyard! 
Please, please consider these factors! I'm not against new business, but there are existsing empty buildings that 
could be used for the facility, without changing zones, and adding waivers. Seems like the builders are trying to 
squeeze a big building into a lot that is too small, so as to get rid of the property and make a quick buck. 
I appreciate your support in this matter! My apologies for not being able to get to the meeting, I'm not able to take 
time away from my work to attend. Please keep me posted on this important matter, my Porter Ridge neighbors 
have my support in opposition of this zone change with waivers.
Thank you considering our opinions. 
Tanya Colson 

  
Tanya Colson 
Medical Records Assistant 
ext. 6532 
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:54 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Planning Commision - Change of Zoning and Special 
Waivers - 29th and Porter Road

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: sgoosic@hotmail.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov; ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Tue, 27 Jan 2009 10:32 pm
Subject: Planning Commision - Change of Zoning and Special Waivers - 29th and Porter Road

Change of Zone No. 08073
Special Permit No. 08052
Use Permit No. 100B
 
After having attended the presentation (1/26/2009) by Kruger Development on the proposed 131 child day care 
center, to be build on the empty lot of 29th and Porter Ridge Road, I am strongly concerned as to the impact that 
this will have on the property values abutting to the south and east side of the site as well as the increase traffic 
congestion that it will contribute to 29th and Potter Ridge Road. I strongly oppose the three request before the 
planning commission.
 
Special Permit No. 08052 seeks a waiver of the requirement to be located on an arterial street. 
This requirement is applied to early childhood care facilities of thirty-one or more children, for 
safety and traffic flow concerns. The applicant of the special waiver intends to build a early 
childhood care facility that will facilitate up to 131 children. That is in excess of 4 time the 
maximum limit allowable by city code for operating a early childhood care facility on a 
no-arterial street.
 
The location of the proposed facility is located at the junction of 29th and Porter Ridge Road. 
Both of these roads do not meet the definition of an arterial street. According to the county 
planning staff report, 29th street is considered as a collector street, but with just 32nd and 29th 
streets serving as the 2 main arteries into the area, traffic is already considerably high, especially 
congested mornings and evenings.  Notably , Porter Ridge Road, a narrow street aligned with 
townhomes many of which are owned by young families and retired residence, is used quite 
often as a short cut to 27th street. By the demographic makeup of the area south of 27th and Pine 
Lake, it is probable to say that a large portion of the traffic to the child care center would come 
from that direction and presumably use Porter Ridge Road. With the lack of adequate parking 



space available in front of the proposed building undoubtedly, parents will park along the street 
to take their child(s) up to the facility.  With the increased flow of traffic, parking on the side 
street, and the blind spot that exist between the traffic heading south up the hill towards Porter 
Ridge Road those exiting from Porter Ridge Road on to 29th street, it is presumable to expect a 
high number of traffic accidents.
 
I purchased my home at 7301 S. 30th with the assurance that the area behind my home was zoned 
R-3 Residential. If zoning should change to O-3, the property values of the homes which directly 
surround the lot to the south and east will most certainly be negatively impacted. I urge the City 
to respect the integrity of the neighborhood and restrain the encroachment of commercial 
development into our residential area. 
 
Based merely on the sizes and the placement of the proposed building, not only our property 
values will be adversely affected but, also our ability to enjoy our property. The proposed 
building covering 11,000 square feet, will stretch north to south, covering nearly 75% of the lot 
area. Taking in account the total height of the building, including the height of the roof, and the 
length of the building it will completely eliminate any view I currently have and will eliminate 
all afternoon sunshine to my back yard. My shrubbery will wither and a garden will nearly be 
impossible to keep.
 
I am also concerned by the fact the operator of the early childhood care facility currently only 
cares for 8 children in a home daycare. What expertise does she hold that suggest she will be 
successful. There is a difference between running a home daycare and operating 131 child and 
28 member staff early childhood care facility. If she is not successful what other uses would the 
building be used for? According the developer, because of the design and layout of the facilities 
within the build, it could only be used for a day care center. If this is the case then there is a 
possibility of the building sitting empty. 
 
It is evident by the number of request for special permits and zone changes that the proposed 
building of an early childhood facility is not suitable for that lot. If Use Permit 100B, which 
request a waiver on the side and rear yard setbacks is approved,  it means the building will set 
back only 20 feet from my property, with that space to be used as the play ground. Not only will 
the building be even closer to my property, more afternoon daylight will be blocked, it will not 
provide sufficient green space or vegetation to shield our properties from the sounds of the 
children, the inside/outside lighting, the drone from the AC compressors, or the heat radiating off 
the roof during the summer months. When I go to look out my back yard all I will see, will be a 
tall wooden wall the developer will erect, a few bricks, and a soaring roof. 
 
The proposed number of children(131) in the daycare easily equates to the size of a small school. 
 Taking notice from Lincoln Public schools, the distance that separates the play area of 
the20school and that of the neighboring properties is much greater than 20 feet. In this case they 
intend to squeeze a school in this little space and expecting the neighbors to make huge 
concession.    
 
The developer noted that the proposed setbacks is the same as it is between the office buildings 



north of the site and the homes located just behind. This technically may be true, but  he does not 
account for the additional space provided by the drive way behind the builds. Also those homes 
sit at a higher elevation and over look the buildings below and the lots are deeper. Finally, the 
office buildings run in an east to west direction so as to not completely block the western sky.
 
As you come to your decision on whether or not to allow the zoning changes and special 
waivers, please take in account the concerns of the homeowners the concession we are being 
asked of. Will this development, improve or enhance our neighborhood?
 
 
Steve Goosic
7301 S. 30th St.
Lincoln, NE 68516
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:56 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: 29 and Porter Ridge Road zoning

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: Grant Miller <gmiller@neb.rr.com>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Tue, 27 Jan 2009 9:02 pm
Subject: 29 and Porter Ridge Road zoning 

Hello Mr. Camp,
 
I saw there is possible zoning change for 29th and Porter Ridge Road for a 130 licensed capacity child care center.  
I have concerns about the traffic in and out of that area if it is changed from residential to commercial.  I live at 
7430 South 29th Street (29th and Katelyn Lane approximately) and I have seen an increase in traffic and excessive 
(35-40 mph) speed down our street with the Starbucks/Macaroni grill/Anytime fitness businesses going in.  I am 
concerned allowing additional commercial property would increase the constant traffic up and down our street from 
7:00-9:00 am and 4:00-6:00 p.m.  It is already unsafe for my young children to play in the front yard unsupervised.  
 
Secondly, I have been the director of Knowledge Beginnings child care center located at 6700 South 32nd street 
since it opened 8 years ago.  Our center is nationally accredited by the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children- which is the gold standard for early childhood programs.  The facility is a 10,000 sq foot building 
and is licensed for 170 children.  We have 120 children and have yet to reach capacity in the past eight years due to 
the many other child care centers in the area and the new centers that have gone up over the past few years.  
 
Just a few years ago, the Keeping Kids First child care center opened on 56th street between Old Cheney and Pine 
Lake Road.  Recently, the Academic Advantage opened at 14th and Yankee Hill Road and I believe Trinity Church 
will soon open their church and child care on approximately 58th and Pine Lake Road.  In the neighborhood, we 
also have Williamsburg Child Development Center, Little Kingdom, LaPetite, and Zac's Place.  I think most of these 
centers are licensed for about 100 children and I am pretty sure they all have openings.  
 
Many centers have openings due to Lincoln Public Schools going to all day kindergarten last fall- this created empty 
classrooms for many centers.  The economy slow down is starting to affect Lincoln.  We are having parents pull 
their children out of childcare due to job layoffs or reduction in workforce.  Many of the child care licensing 
specialists are seeing many child care centers across Lincoln about 1/4 to 1/2 empty.  
 
If the 130 capacity child care center were to go in at 29th and Porter Ridge Road, they would need to have a staff of 
about 35 teachers.  There would be a lot of traffic congestion when there are many parents dropping off or picking 
up children from 7:00-9:00 am and 4:00-6:00 p.m.  There is already a lot of traffic congestion on 29th Street at this 
time and there is a lot of traffic congestion on Pine Lake Road at those same times due to Cavett Elementary, Adams 
Elementary, Scott Middle School, and Southwest High School parents coming and going to their schools at those 
same times.  Adams Elementary isn't up to capacity yet either.  



 
The parking lot we have at Knowledge Beginnings is not sufficent for our needs. Although we have the roundabout 
to help, I see the traffic congestion my staff and customers cause at the light at 32 and Pine Lake Road and we aren't 
competing with Starbucks or Macaroni Grill (businesses with a lot of in and out traffic) or those new businesses 
going in by Anytime Fitness.  A child care center is going to want to have parent events once in awhile and that 
would causing additional parking and traffic congestion for the area as well.  
 
I enjoy watching channel 5 when I can and I appreciate the thoughtful questions I hear you ask community 
members.  Thanks for taking the time to hear my concerns as  I am unable to attend the meeting on Jan. 28th.
 
Cyndi Miller
7430 South 29th
Lincoln, NE 68516
580-1042 home
423-1188 work
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

01/28/2009 12:57 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Zone change at 29th and Porter Ridge Road

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: cent5318@aol.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Tue, 27 Jan 2009 7:36 pm
Subject: Zone change at 29th and Porter Ridge Road

Dear Mr. Camp,

As residents of the Porter Ridge neighborhood, we would like to bring to your attention some 
concerns regarding the proposed change of zoning from residential to commercial for property at 
29th and Porter Ridge Road.  We understand the purpose for the zoning change is to allow the 
construction of a childcare facility to serve up to 130 children.

Our concerns regarding this change include:

Safety for the children, parents, and neighbors  
    Both the corners of 28th and 29th St.and Porter Ridge Rd. are sharp T  intersections (less than 
90 degrees).  To turn safely, drivers must slow down or stop and look for other cars that are 
turning.  There are no stop or yield signs, and many drivers do not follow the basic rules 
for yielding. 
     With the opening of Adams Elementary School west of 27th St., there could be a considerable 
increase in traffic should parents drop off preschoolers at the proposed day care and proceed to 
Adams Elementary.  Parents will soon figure out that they can use Porter Ridge Road as a direct 
route from so. 27th to Pine Lake Road.
     There currently are many Starbucks customers who enter their drive-through, exit to the south 
onto 29th St., then make a U-turn around the median to get back onto Pine Lake Road.  the 
fitness center that recently opened is likely to add to the congestion on 29th St.  Add to the 
existing traffic 130 parents taking their children twice a day to the childcare facility and the 
potential for accidents increases significantly. 
     The only openings into a major portion of the Porter Ridge neighborhood are at 27th and 
Porter Ridge Road on the west and 29th and Porter Ridge Road to the north.  The addition 
oftraffice from the proposed childcare facility would hamper residents' access to their homes.   



Waivers
     At least three waivers have been requested including 1) facility of this size is required to be 
located on an arterial street, 2) rear setback reduced from 40 ft. to 20 ft., and 3) side setback 
changed from 15 ft. to 5 ft.  It would seem that the proposed building is too large for the lot.  
Squeezing a building of this size into the avaiable area appears to threaten the safety of children 
and parents, negatively impact the appearance of the area, and create a congestion hazard. 

      In addition, we question the need for additional childcare facilities in this area.  There 
already are two facilities, one at 32nd and Pine Lake Road and another at 15th and Garett Lane, 
in addition to home day care businesses.

     We appreciate your attention to the proposed change of zoning and consideration of the 
concerns we have expressed.  If you have any questions, please contact us; our home phone is 
432-7124 or use this e-mail address.  

Sincerely,
tim and Carol McClain
2810 Sissel Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68516.
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"Kelly K. Sieckmeyer" 
<ksieckmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov
> 

01/28/2009 01:49 PM

To "'ritualrich@windstream.net'" <ritualrich@windstream.net>

cc "Greg S. MacLean" <gmaclean@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Roger A. 
Figard" <rfigard@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Scott A. Opfer" 
<sopfer@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Karen K. Sieckmeyer" 

bcc

Subject

 
Mr. Richard Todd,
 
In response to your e‐mail sent to Councilperson Robin Eschliman, the Public Works Department has 
reviewed your concern regarding unsightly BNSF rail cars located along the Hwy. 2 corridor from 
approximately 48th Street west to 27th Street.   City Engineer Roger Figard contacted Tim Harrison 
(Assistant Terminal Superintendent) with BNSF Railroad on Monday and explained your concerns.   At 
that time, Mr. Harrison stated they would be relocated within the next 2 to 3 days.   In addition, we 
agree that rail cars in certain areas are unsightly and may have a visual affect on residential areas 
located near rail lines however, these occurrences can only be addressed by contacting BNSF and relying 
on their cooperation.   Unfortunately, these types of rail car staging problems may become more 
frequent as Hobson Yard located south of West 'O' Street continues to operate at capacity or near 
capacity.    If you have additional questions please contact me at 441‐7454.    Thank you!

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
        MONDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2009       

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of
January 31 through February 6, 2009 - Schedule subject to change -
(Forward to Council on 01/30/09).

II. CITY CLERK - None

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - None 

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS -

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 

1. Letter to Gregory S. Nielsen - RE: Lincoln North Creek LLC (LNC)
engineered and designed the Project #801752. 

  
C. MISCELLANEOUS - None

  

daadd020209/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule

Schedule subject to change
Week of January 31 through February 6, 2009

DATE: January 30,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Saturday, January 31

Wednesday, February 4

Thursday, February 5

Friday, February 6

KFOR's “Start Packing with Nebraska Home Sales” show - 7:50 a.m., Three Eagles Communications,
3800 Cornhusker Hwy.

Lincoln Public Schools Foundation “Celebration of Excellence,” remarks - 4 p.m., Adams Elementary
School, 7401 Jacobs Creek Drive (27th Street and Yankee Hill Road)

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

“Building Sustainable Partnerships” forum, remarks - 1:15 p.m., Hardin Hall, 33rd and Holdrege streets










