
 

AGENDA 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2009 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

ROOM 113, 11:00 A.M.

I. CITY CLERK 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATION BY:
911 Department. Challenges and Objectives for 2009-2010. 

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Two arts awards added to Mayor’s annual recognition. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Schedule announced for “10 Score” Family Day.
3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference to discuss the City budget

on February 5, 2009, 10:00 a.m. on the second floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler asks for public input on goals and priorities as part of the

outcome-based budgeting process.
5. NEWS RELEASE,. Mayor Beutler’s statement on city’s economic stimulus proposal. 
6. NEWS RELEASE. Tree mulch now available. 
7. Washington Report, January 30, 2009. 

 DIRECTORS 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Lincoln-Lancaster County seeks nominations for Environmental Leadership awards. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Memorandum from Marvin Krout, Planning Director, on Change of Zone No. 08069, Bill

#09-8, and Change of Zone No. 05026B, Bill #09-9. Apple’s Way Planned Unit
Development. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Use Permit No. 08003. North 98th Street and O Street. Resolution No. PC-01155.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Director David Landis’ response to Maurice Baker (IV - Correspondence - No. 1)

regarding date Council Members learned of proposed relocation of the Matt Talbot
kitchen.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
1. Street and alley vacation No. 05007. Stockwell Street west of South 52nd Street. 

 



 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: JAVA Meeting

(RFI#19 - 01/30/09)

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. InterLinc correspondence from Maurice Baker on date Council Members learned of the

proposed relocation of the Matt Talbot kitchen. (Response under Urban Development, No. 1)
2. Letter and newspaper article from Bob and Mary Reeves regarding spending more for the

City’s infrastructure and maintenance of existing City services (police, fire) but not spending
on expensive new projects (arena) in these economic tough times.  

3. Faxed information from Don Eret on bill LB 410, requiring that election recounts be
performed manually. 

4. Revision to the Community Health Endowment of Lincoln (CHE) Bylaws. 

V. ADJOURNMENT
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TWO ARTS AWARDS ADDED TO MAYOR'S ANNUAL RECOGNITION

The Lincoln Arts Council (LAC) has announced that two new awards will be presented at the annual 
Mayor's Arts Awards ceremony in June.  The new awards for emerging artists in the visual arts and in 
writing are being sponsored by the Richard P. Kimmel and Laurine Kimmel Charitable Foundation. In 
addition to the Mayor's Arts Award, recipients will receive a stipend of $1000 and a two-week residency at 
the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for the Arts, an artists residency program located in Nebraska City. 

Nominations and self-nominations must be postmarked no later than March 1, 2009.  More information is 
available at www.khncenterforthearts.org or by e-mailing LAC at trisha@artscene.org.

The mission of the Kimmel Harding Nelson Center for the Arts is to support established and emerging 
writers, visual artists and composers by providing working and living environments that allow 
uninterrupted time for work, reflection and creative growth and to present and support arts-related 
programming that expands public awareness and appreciation of the arts.
In addition to living and studio spaces for artists, the Center houses a gallery featuring the work of regional 
visual artists. The Center is funded through the support of the Richard P. Kimmel and Laurine Kimmel 
Charitable Foundation. 

Union Bank and Trust Company is again the presenting sponsor for the 31st annual Mayor's Arts Awards.  
Nominations are due by February 23, 2009 in the following categories:
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The Arts Organization Award recognizes an arts group that has made significant contributions to
Lincoln's arts community over a period of years. (Sponsored by Runza)

The Artistic Achievement Award - Visual Arts recognizes excellence and accomplishment in any
of the visual arts. (Sponsored by Bob and Marilyn Harris)

The Artistic Achievement Award - Youth recognizes excellence and accomplishment in any arts
discipline by a young person age 18 or younger. (Sponsored by Lucy Buntain Comine)

The Artistic Achievement Award - Performing Arts recognizes excellence and accomplishment
in any of the performing arts. (Sponsored by Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of Nebraska)

Deb Weber, Lincoln Arts Council, 434-2787

- more -



Mayor's Arts Awards
February 2, 2009
Page Two

The Gladys Lux Education Award recognizes special initiatives or dedication to arts education.
(Sponsored by the Gladys Lux Foundation)

The Heart of the Arts Award recognizes an individual or organization for outstanding volunteer
dedication to the arts or for making a major overall impact on the arts in Lincoln.
(Sponsored by Talent Plus)

The Halcyon Allsman Benefactor of the Arts Award honors an individual, family, organization or
business making significant financial contributions to the arts in Lincoln.
(Sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank)

The Oliva “Arts for Kids” Award honors an individual from outside of the arts professions whose
leadership has enhanced arts activities and experiences for children.
(Sponsored by the Oliva Family)

The Literary Heritage Award recognizes a writer or individual who promotes excellence in writing
and literature in Nebraska.
(Sponsored by the Nebraska Literary Heritage Association)

The Larry Enersen Award recognizes outstanding urban design in Lincoln.
(Sponsored by Clark Enersen Partners)

The Mayor's Choice Award is sponsored by Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson and Oldfather, L.L.P.

Nomination forms are available by calling the LAC at 434-2787or printing a form from the LAC Web site: 
www.artscene.org.  A list of previous winners also is available at that Web site.

- 30 -



SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED FOR “10 SCORE” FAMILY DAY
Complete celebration program now available on City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov

The President and Mrs. Lincoln, General Ulysses S. Grant and the commander of the U.S. Civil War 
Balloon Corps will come to life at the annual Family Day event, part of “10 Score,” the City's celebration 
of Abraham Lincoln's 200th  Birthday. Family Day is set for 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, February 14 at 
Lincoln Southwest High School, 7001 S. 14th St.

The following events will take place in the auditorium:

The doors at Southwest High will open at 10:30 a.m. Dancing with the Smith Family Band and the 
Roundhouse Band is scheduled for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the commons area.  A Birthday Ceremony is set for
1 p.m. and local favorite Chris Sayre will perform in the commons from 1:30 to 5 p.m. The event also features
children's games, toys and activities; historical exhibits; books and souvenirs for sale; and free refreshments.                          

Family Day also includes the annual Abe Lincoln Impersonators Contest. Contestants can register at the 
information desk from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in one of two age categories: youth (age 16 and under) or 
adult.  Judging will take place at 12:30 p.m., and awards will be presented during the 1 p.m. Birthday 
Ceremony. 

The complete program for “10 Score” is now available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov. 
“10 Score” is supported by the Nebraska Humanities Council and local businesses and individuals.
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Noon - “Life with the General” with Dr. Tom King as General Ulysses S. Grant. King is a Professor
and Director of Secondary Education at Doane College in Crete, where he also teaches a Civil War course.

1:30 p.m. - “Thaddeus Lowe and the U.S. Balloon Corps” with Steve and Patrice Demory of Anaheim,
California as Lowe and his wife, Leontine.  The Corps was formed in 1861 and is considered the
forerunner of today's Air Force.  (See local connection at end of release.)

3 p.m. - “Visiting the Lincolns” with Michael Krebs and Debra Ann Miller as President Abraham and
Mary Todd Lincoln.  The Illinois actors have been designated as the official Lincolns for the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Museum's Bicentennial in Springfield, Illinois.

The Artistic Achievement Award - Performing Arts recognizes excellence and accomplishment
in any of the performing arts. (Sponsored by Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of Nebraska)

Wayne Boles, Celebration Chair, 434-5973

- more -



“10 Score”
February 3, 2009
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The premiere of “Looking For Lincoln,” a two-hour documentary on Lincoln's life and legacy, is set for
7 p.m. Wednesday February 11 at the Ross Media Arts Center, 313 N. 13th St.  Free tickets will be available
that night on a first-come basis.

The Jay Ungar and Molly Mason Family Band will perform at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, February 12 at the
Lied (admission charged).

“Civil War Voices,” a new musical written by Lincoln attorney Jim Harris based on Civil War
correspondence, will be presented at 7:30 p.m. Friday, February 13 at the Lied (admission charged).

A free forum with Pulitzer Prize-winning author and historian Doris Kearns Goodwin is set for 7:30 p.m
Sunday, February 15 at the Lied.

Tickets are required for all three Lied Center events, including the free Goodwin forum. They are available 
from the Lied Center box office, 12th and “R” streets (472-4747, toll-free 800-432-3231, TDD 472-4721). 
Tickets for the performances February 12 and 13 are $15 for adults and $10 for children and students (those 
over age 18 must show student identification). All tickets will be for open general admission seating. The Lied  
box office is open from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekdays.
 
The Lincoln Stamp Club will have displays at Family Day February 14 and the Goodwin forum February 15. 
The new Lincoln postage stamps will be unveiled at 10 a.m., February 9 in the Governor's Hearing Room at 
the State Capitol. 

Memorabilia from the Civil War Balloon Corps will be exhibited by Terry Lowe at three events: the February 
12 and 13 performances at the Lied Center and Family Day.  Thaddeus Lowe was the brother of the great-
great-grandfather of Terry Lowe, who works in the City of Lincoln's Information Services Division.

In addition to Family Day, the celebration includes a film premiere and three events at the Lied Center for 
Performing Arts:
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Mayor Chris Beutler will discuss the City budget at a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, February 5
in the area outside the Mayor's Office, second floor of the County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street.

Issues will include:
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Salaries for City Department Directors

The public release of a new report -- “Taking Charge: Progress Measures and Program
Prioritization.” The report is the next step in the transition to an outcome-based budget
and has been developed in preparation for the 2009-2010 City budget.



Mayor Chris Beutler today released a new budget planning document outlining City goals and priorities and 
encouraged the public to get involved in the process. The report – “Taking Charge: Progress Measures and 
Program Prioritization” – is now available on the City Web site (lincoln.ne.gov). Mayor Beutler said it is the 
next step in the City's transition to an outcome-based budgeting process.

“Outcome-based budgeting is an innovative approach to answering the big questions: what services should the 
City provide and how much should we pay?” said Mayor Beutler. “The process challenges us to consider what 
we want to be as a community.” 

Beutler said one advantage of the new process is that it is goal-oriented. “With the old budget process, the 
starting point was simply what we did last year,” he said.  “With the outcome-based approach, we start with 
ideas as to what we want to accomplish. Each year as a community, we decide what our goals are for the next 
year. Looking ahead, rather than behind, helps us provide programs that solve the most pressing problems.”

Beutler said outcome-based budgeting also breaks down barriers between departments, increases City 
government accountability and transparency, and makes is easier for the public to participate in the process. 
“Outcome-based budgeting creates an easily understood list of services, giving citizens the information they 
need to determine which programs help accomplish our community goals,” he said. 

Beutler said the process began a year ago when the public was asked to participate in PRIORITY LINCOLN. 
From that effort, the City established eight citywide “outcomes” –  Safety and Security, Economic Opportunity, 
Healthy and Productive People, Livable Neighborhoods, Effective Transportation, Environmental Quality, 
Accountable Government, and Identity Lincoln.

In “Taking Charge,” goals are identified for each outcome. Programs and services are divided into three tiers 
based on their importance in reaching the goals. Progress indicators allow citizens to easily determine whether 
the City is  meeting the goals.
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MAYOR ASKS FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON GOALS AND PRIORITIES
“Taking Charge” document part of outcome-based budgeting process

- more -



- 30 -

Taking Charge
February 5, 2009
Page Two

Cathy Beecham, past president of the Near South Neighborhood Association, was one of the private citizens 
who attended meetings to help with the process. “I found this approach extremely effective, especially in light 
of the current economic situation,” she said. “Focusing on this year's outcomes rather than last year's budget 
encouraged an important exchange of ideas between participants. The resulting dialogue really helped us 
identify and prioritize the programs we felt were vital to encouraging and maintaining livable neighborhoods in 
Lincoln.”
 
“I want every citizen in Lincoln to review the document and tell us what you think,” Beutler said. “Tell us your 
goals for Lincoln. Tell us what programs you think best help us get to where you want Lincoln to be. Take 
charge of your City's budget and tell us what you want to do.”

The Mayor is scheduled to make his decisions on the 2009-2010 City budget in May, and the budget is released 
to the public in June. The City Council votes on tentative changes to the Mayor's budget in July.   The public 
hearing and budget adoption take place in August.





The City Recycling Office said today that free wood chips from the City's annual holiday tree recycling 
program are now available at Hofeling Enterprises, 2200 S. Folsom Court, through February 28 or while 
supplies last.

This year, the City and Hofeling Enterprises collected about 8,750 trees for the annual tree recycling program. 
Since the program began in 1987, the City has recycled about 183,000 trees.

“I want to thank citizens for again taking their trees to the recycling sites,” said Gene Hanlon, City Recycling 
Coordinator. “The success of the tree recycling program depends on community cooperation and the support 
of several other organizations. Members of the Lincoln Solid Waste Management Association collect trees at 
the curb. The City's Parks and Recreation Department set up and monitored the collection sites and Hofeling 
Enterprises donated its tree-grinding services.”

Wood chips can be obtained at Hofeling Enterprises weekdays between the hours of 8 a.m. and 
5 p.m. Hofeling Enterprises will load the tree mulch in pick-up trucks upon request. 

For more information regarding the holiday tree recycling program or the City's recycling program in general, 
see the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycle), or call the City Recycling Information Hotline at 
441-8215.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 441-7043, fax 441-8735

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 2, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 441-7043
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TREE MULCH NOW AVAILABLE

Scott Hofeling, Hofeling Enterprises, 432-0806
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CONGRESS 
President Obama signs first bill into law; 
House passes $819 billion stimulus.  In a 
White House Ceremony attended by the bill’s 
namesake, President Obama signed the Lily 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act on Thursday, his first 
bill signing since taking office.  This equal 
pay legislation was approved 61-36 by the 
Senate last week.  (See the January 23 
Washington Report for bill details.)  
 
Stimulus and the week ahead: The House 
ended its legislative work early this week in 
order for Republicans to attend the House 
Republican Issues Conference.  During a 
shortened workweek the focus remained on 
the economic stimulus. (See related stories 
below.)  The House cleared HR 1 Wednesday 
evening by a vote of 244-188 with all 
Republicans and eleven Democrats voting 
“no” on the measure.   
 
On Monday, the Senators will begin 
consideration of their stimulus package (S 1), 
a debate that will likely monopolize Senate 
floor time throughout the rest of the week.  
Meanwhile, the House schedule will remain 
light as the Democrats will attend the House 
Democratic Issues Conference beginning 
Thursday, February 5.  Although House 
appropriators would like the House to 
complete work on the unfinished Fiscal Year 
2009 appropriations bills, the shortened 
workweek may delay that work until later.  
(Four months into FY 2009, the bulk of the 
federal government is currently operating 
under a continuing resolution that runs 
through March 6.) 
 
SCHIP (HR 2): On Wednesday the Senate 
voted 66-32 to reauthorize and expand the 
State Children’s Heath Insurance Program 
(SCHIP).  An additional $32.8 billion will be 
spent to cover 4 million additional children, 
paid for by raising the cigarette tax from 39 

cents a pack to $1. The bill now moves to the 
House, which plans to quickly clear the 
Senate bill after approving similar legislation 
on January 14, thus bypassing the need for a 
Conference Committee so that President 
Obama can sign a final version as early as 
next week.   
 
Digital TV: The Senate unanimously passed 
legislation (S 352) that would delay the 
transition to digital television from February 
17 to June 12, 2009.  New language in this 
modified bill would allow public safety 
officials to use the analog spectrum that will 
be freed up by the digital transition without 
further approval from the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC).  
Previously, the bill had required FCC to grant 
the authority for public safety use. Next week 
the measure is scheduled to go to the House 
floor for a vote that requires only a simple 
majority for approval.  The bill previously 
failed in the House after being considered 
under suspension of the rules, which requires 
a two-thirds vote to pass.  
 
STIMULUS 
House clears stimulus bill; Senate bill 
advances from committee.  The economic 
stimulus bill dominated action and discussion 
on Capitol Hill this week.   
 
The House cleared its $819 billion economic 
stimulus bill (HR 1) by a vote of 244-188.  
Despite a personal plea from President 
Obama, who traveled to Capitol Hill for a 
rare Presidential visit with congressional 
opposition leaders, every House Republican 
voted against the bill.   
 
The House made very few changes to the bill 
as approved last week by the Appropriations, 
Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means 
Committees.  In a victory for local 
governments, the manager’s amendment 
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offered by Appropriations Committee 
Chairman David Obey (D-WI) and 
approved by the House includes a 
provision that would waive the local match 
and the $75,000 per officer cap for the 
COPS Hiring Program.  It also includes 
language that would waive the local match 
for the SAFER Firefighter Hiring Program 
in FY 2009 and FY 2010, although the bill 
does not include additional funding for 
SAFER.   
 
The House also unanimously approved an 
amendment  offered  by House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee Chairman James Oberstar (D-
MN) that would require the states to 
obligate stimulus highway funds within 90 
days of receipt, versus 120 days in the 
committee-approved bill, and metropolitan 
areas to obligate stimulus funds within 75 
days of receipt, versus 90 days in the 
committee-approved bill.  The House also 
unanimously approved an amendment 
offered by Representative Jerrold Nadler 
(D-NY) that adds $3 billion to the bill for 
transit programs, bringing the bill total to 
$7.5 billion for transit formula grants, $2 
billion for rail transit modernization and 
$2.5 billion for new rail transit 
construction projects. 
 
The House rejected, 134-302, an 
amendment offered by Representative 
Randy Neugebauer (R-TX) to strike all 
appropriations from the bill.  The House 
also rejected, 116-320, a proposal from 
Representative Jeff Flake (R-AZ) to strike 
Amtrak funding from the bill and a 
proposal, 170-266, from Representative 
Dave Camp (R-MI), to replace the entire 
bill with a package of tax cuts. 
 
Stimulus attention now turns fully to the 
Senate, which is expected to begin debate 
on its version of the economic stimulus bill 
(S 1) on Monday.  The Senate 
Appropriations and Finance Committee 
each approved their sections of the bill 
along largely party line votes this week.  
The total price tag of the Senate bill is 
$899 billion, its larger size a reflection of 
the fact that it includes a patch to prevent 
middle-class taxpayers from paying the 
alternative minimum tax.  (See related 
story about the tax provisions of the 
stimulus bill approved by the Senate 
Finance Committee). 
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In a blow for local governments, the 
Senate bill does not include funding for 
Community Development Block Grants 
(CDBG), which the House bill would 
fund at $1 billion.  On a brighter note, 
though, the Senate bill would provide 
$2.1 billion for the new Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant (EECBG), which the House 
funded at $3.5 billion.  Either level 
would provide local governments with 
direct federal assistance by formula for a 
wide variety of energy conservation 
activities. 
 
In addition, the Senate bill includes 
funding for a number of Department of 
Homeland Security programs that the 
House chose not to fund, including $250 
million for Emergency Operation Center 
Grants, $500 million for Firefighter 
Assistance Grants specifically targeted 
towards fire station construction and 
modernization, $100 million for Rail and 
Transit Security Grants and $100 million 
for Port Security Grants. 
 
On the local law enforcement side, the 
Senate bill includes $1.5 billion for 
Byrne Justice Assistance Grants, less 
than the $3 billion in the House bill but 
considerably more than the $166 million 
appropriated in FY 2008.  Like the 
House bill, the Senate bill would provide 
$1 billion for COPS Hiring Grants and 
would waive the program’s $75,000 per 
officer cap, but not the local match as in 
the House bill.  The Senate bill also 
includes $440 million for Byrne 
Discretionary Grants, a competitive 
grant program not included in the House 
bill. 
 
Local governments also scored a victory 
on highway programs.  The Senate bill 
would direct more highway stimulus 
funding than its House counterpart to 
metropolitan areas via the Surface 
Transportation Program.  In addition, the 
Senate bill includes $5.5 billion for 
discretionary surface transportation 
grants of between $20 million and $500 
million, for which local governments 
would be eligible to apply.  In a 
disappointment for transit advocates, the 
Senate bill includes $8.4 billion for 
transit, with the entire amount directed to 
basic formula grants and no funding for 
new rail transit projects or for rail transit 

modernization. 
 
The Senate bill would provide $6 billion 
for the drinking water and wastewater 
state revolving loan funds and includes 
language that would allow the states to 
use the funds for negative-interest loans 
or loan forgiveness.  The House bill 
includes an additional $2 billion for 
those programs and would also allow the 
states to use the funds for grants to local 
governments.  Traditionally, as their 
name implies, the states must use the 
revolving loan funds to make loans for 
water and wastewater infrastructure 
projects. 
 
Other highlights of the Senate bill 
include $9 billion for a new broadband 
deployment grant program, versus $4.5 
billion in the House, $300 million for 
Diesel Emissions Reduction Grants, the 
same as the House level, and $79 billion, 
the same as the House, in general 
operating assistance to states and school 
districts to prevent tax increases and cuts 
to education programs. 
 
The Senate is expected to pass the bill 
late next week, setting up a Conference 
Committee to resolve the differences 
between the House and Senate bills and 
putting Congress on track to meeting 
President Obama’s request to have a bill 
on his desk before President’s Day. 
 
FINANCE 
Senate panel clears stimulus tax title.  
The Senate Finance Committee 
approved the tax title of the economic 
stimulus bill (S 1) that the Senate is 
scheduled to consider next week.  The 
$522 billion tax title approved by the 
Committee largely mirrors the tax title of 
the House-passed economic stimulus bill 
with the major addition of a patch 
designed to prevent middle-income 
taxpayers from paying the Alternative 
Minimum Tax. 
 
In addition to a slew of tax relief 
provisions targeted at individual 
taxpayers and businesses, the Senate bill 
includes a number of provisions 
designed to ease the municipal credit 
crisis and expand the market for 
municipal bonds.  Many of the 
provisions are exactly the same as those 
included in the House bill, including: 



 

Providing $18.3 billion to permit state and 
local governments the option of issuing tax 
credit general obligation bonds instead of 
tax-exempt general obligation bonds in 
2009 and 2010; 

 
Temporarily allowing financial institutions 
to deduct a portion of the interest they earn 
from tax-exempt municipal bonds issued in 
2009 and 2010.  Normally, financial 
institutions are not allowed to take that 
deduction; 
 
Expanding the definition of “small issuer 
of tax-exempt municipal bonds” from $10 
million to $30 million for 2009 and 2010.  
As discussed above, financial institutions 
cannot take a deduction for interest earned 
on tax-exempt municipal bonds, but the 
law makes an exception for the municipal 
bonds of “small issuers;” 
 
Creating a new category of tax credit 
bonds dubbed Recovery Zone Bonds for 
investments in infrastructure, job training, 
education and economic development in 
areas facing high rates of poverty, 
unemployment or home foreclosures, 
including Empowerment Zones and 
Renewal Communities.  The national cap 
on the bonds would be $25 billion in 2009 
and 2010, with $10 billion of that amount 
for economic development bonds and $15 
billion for facility bonds.  The national cap 
would be allocated to the states by the ratio 
that each state’s 2008 job losses bears to 
the national total of 2008 job losses.  The 
states would have to sub-allocate the cap 
to counties and to cities over 100,000 in 
population using the same job loss ratio; 
 
Authorizing $11 billion per year in 2009 
and 2010 in tax credit bonds for the 
construction, rehabilitation or repair of 
public school facilities or for the purchase 
of land for public school facilities; 
 
Expanding by $2.4 billion the national cap 
for Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds.  
Qualified Energy Conservation Bonds are 
a new category of tax credit bonds 
authorized last year to finance state and 
local programs and initiatives to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions.  The current 
national cap for these tax credit bonds is 
$800 million.  The cap is allocated to the 
states according to population; the states 
must allocate a proportional share of their 
allocations to all cities and counties with a 
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population of more than 100,000, and 
 
Expanding by $1.6 billion the cap on 
Clean Renewable Energy Bonds. 
 
The Senate bill also includes a one-year 
delay of the requirement, currently set to 
take effect in 2011, that local 
governments withhold 3 percent of all 
payments from vendors.  The House-
passed bill would repeal that provision 
entirely.   In addition, the Senate bill 
would provide an additional $3 billion 
for the New Market Tax Credit, which is 
designed to spur investment in low- and 
moderate-income neighborhoods. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Cabinet appointments move forward.  
On Thursday, the Senate confirmed 
Representative Ray LaHood (R-IL) to be 
Secretary of Transportation by voice 
vote. LaHood served on the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee from 1995 until 2000, when 
he left the panel to join the 
Appropriations Committee.  He is the 
first Republican to be confirmed as a 
member of Obama's cabinet.  (Fellow 
Cabinet Republican, Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates, was nominated by 
President Bush.)  At his hearing before 
the Senate Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation Committee, LaHood 
offered several personal policy positions, 
including his opposition to tolling all 
lanes of existing roadways and the 
auction of takeoff and landing slots at 
busy airports in the Greater New York 
Metropolitan Area. 
 
Timothy Geithner was sworn in as 
Treasury Secretary on Monday evening 
after being approved by a 60-34 vote in 
the Senate. He was previously employed 
as Undersecretary of the Treasury for 
International Affairs during the Clinton 
administration before serving as 
president of the New York Federal 
Reserve Bank.  Concerns about his tax 
delinquencies led to a delay in 
Geithner’s confirmation. 
 
David P. Agnew and Shaun McGrath 
have been appointed as Deputy Directors 
of the White House Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs.  Agnew most 
recently worked in real estate 
development and has previously worked 

for former Secretary of Labor Robert B. 
Reich and Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. of 
Charleston, SC.  McGrath was elected as 
mayor of Boulder, CO by the city 
council in 2007 after previously serving 
as a program director for the Western 
Governors’ Association. 
 
The Senate is scheduled to vote next 
week to confirm Eric H. Holder Jr. as 
Attorney General. However several other 
Cabinet confirmations are still pending.  
Republicans on the Senate Finance 
Committee have held up confirmation of 
former Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle (D-SD) as Secretary of Health 
and Human Services and Republicans on 
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions Committee have been stalling a 
vote to confirm Representative Hilda 
Solis (D-CA) as Secretary of Labor. The 
presidential administration has yet to 
name a replacement nominee for 
Commerce Secretary after New Mexico 
Governor Bill Richardson (D) withdrew 
his nomination. 
 
Michael Bennet (D) was sworn in last 
Thursday as junior senator of Colorado 
after Ken Salazar’s departure to serve as 
Secretary of the Interior and former 
Representative Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
NY) was sworn in as junior senator of 
New York after Hillary Clinton’s 
departure to serve as Secretary of State.  
With Gillibrand and Bennet taking their 
seats, the Senate now counts 99 
members.  The undecided Minnesota 
race between Senator Norm Coleman 
(R-MN) and Democratic contender Al 
Franken continues to be deliberated in 
the courts. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Department of Homeland Security 
The Department of Homeland Security 
has posted the FY2008 Fire Prevention 
and Safety (FP&S) Grants Program 
Guidance. The application period begins 
on February 2, 2009 and applications are 
due March 6, 2009. FP&S competitive 
grant funding is meant to enhance the 
safety of the public and firefighters from 
fire and related hazards, with the primary 
goal of targeting high-risk populations. 
Examples of the types of fire prevention 
projects that are supported by FP&S 
include smoke alarm installation, fire 



 

prevention and public safety education 
campaigns,  juvenile fire setter 
interventions, media campaigns, and arson 
prevention and awareness programs. For 
more information regarding FP&S Grants, 
visit: 
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/fps/. 
 
To view the Program Guidance, see: 
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/docs/200
8FPSguidance.pdf. 
 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
The Department of Veterans Affairs Health 
Care for Homeless Veterans (HCHV) is 
currently accepting applications for the 
2009 Homeless Veterans Capital Grant, 
Special Need Renewal Grant, and 
Technical Assistance Grant Programs. 
These programs are designed to promote 
the development and provision of 
supportive housing and services with the 
goal of helping homeless veterans achieve 
residential stability, increase their skill 
levels and/or income, and obtain greater 
self-determination. Funding is available for 
non-profit organizations and state, county, 
local and tribal governments. A total of 73 
awards will be given totaling $28 million. 
The deadline for applications is March 25, 
2009. Application forms and additional 
information regarding the individual grant 
opportunities can be found at: 
http://www1.va.gov/homeless/page.cfm?pg
=3. 
 
Department of Transportation 
The Department of Transportation issued a 
Federal Register notice for the solicitation 
of FY 2009 funds through the Paul 
Sarbanes Transit and Parks Program.  This 
program seeks to enhance the protection of 
national parks and Federal lands, and to 
increase the enjoyment and experience of 
park visitors.  Funds can be used for capital 
and planning expenses for buses and trams 
within federally managed parks and public 
lands.  Local governments are eligible to 
apply if they have jurisdiction over the 
land, and are acting with the consent of a 
Federal land management agency.  
Applications are due February 27, 2009.  
For more information please see the 
Federal Register Friday, January 23, 2009 
pages 4281-4284.   
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-
1258.pdf 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 4, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Renae Rief 441-4602; Gene Hanlon 441-7043

LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY 
SEEKS NOMINATIONS FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP AWARDS 

The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County are seeking nominations for the 2009 Environmental Leadership

Awards.  These prestigious awards offer recognition to outstanding businesses, organizations, and individuals

who have demonstrated environmental stewardship and dedication to sustaining and improving our

environment and public health.  This awards program is an excellent way to recognize their accomplishments,

increase awareness of environmental issues, and encourage others to take action to better our environment.

The City of Lincoln and Lancaster County Environmental Leadership Awards are given in each of the

following categories: Business and Industry, Community or Nonprofit Organization, Government, Agriculture,

Education (educating the public or providing education in schools/colleges), and Individual Citizen.

To be eligible for an award, nominees must have been instrumental in identifying, reducing, or solving an

environmental problem and/or promoting public awareness and active concern for the enhancement and

protection of the environment.  Additionally, nominees must demonstrate one or more environmental practices

in the areas of:  pollution prevention/risk reduction, waste reduction and recycling, water conservation, soil

conservation, energy conservation, cleanup and beautification, residential and commercial development, or

other environmental practices.  

Nominations may be submitted online: www.lincoln.ne.gov (Keyword:  Awards.)    Nomination deadline is

March 6, 2009.  Although submitting the nomination electronically is preferred, hard copies of the nomination form

are available by calling 441-4602 or 441-7043.  The awards luncheon will be on Thursday, June 4, 2009, from

Noon – 1:30 p.m. at the Nebraska Champions Club across from Memorial Stadium on the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln’s Campus.

 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov
































Dear Mr. Baker, Tammy in the Council office asked if I would respond to your question of today. The first

notice that I know of that was directed to Council members would be on January 15th. The previous day

the Planning Commission had acted on the issue in finding that the project was consistent with the Comp

Plan. That information is forwarded to Council members by Planning Dept staff. The Mayor's office also

sent an e-mail to Council members alerting them to the relationship of the relocation issue to the Assurity

project. That e-mail was on the 15th. I believe that neighborhood contacts with Council members predate

these contacts so it is possible that constituent calls proved to be the first source of information they

received. That actually answers the second question you propound. The first question I cannot answer.

The Assurity project predates this issue and at the time it was talked about it may have been pointed out

that Matt Talbot would need to find a new location. However, I do not know if that fact was discussed in

the deliberations by the Council or at the public hearing. This is as responsive as I can be to these two

questions because it exhausts what I know to be factual. If you have any follow up questions, my number

is 441 7126. Thank you for your interest.

David Landis, Director

Urban Development Department

808 P Street, Suite 400

Lincoln, NE 68508

(402) 441-7126

(402) 441-8711 fax





WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/02/2009 02:00 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

History: This message has been forwarded.

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Maurice Baker
Address:  3259 Starr Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone:    464-1864
Fax:      464-1864
Email:    mbaker35@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
Please provide the approximate date that each council member learned of the 
proposed relocation of Matt Talbot Kitchen.

Also provide the approximate date each council member learned that Matt Talbot 
Kitchen was seeking relocation at 2121 North 27th Street.





































 ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of
February 7 through 13, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Section Of North 27th To Close Tuesday Night
For Bridge Placement.

 

DIRECTORS - None    

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS - 

JON CAMP - 

1. E-Mail from Lou Mittan - RE: Matt Talbot.

2. E-Mail to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - 
RE: NeighborWorks Land Sale - proposed.

3. E-Mail to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Antelope
Valley Pre-Council and Questions. 

4. E-Mail to Chair Robin Eschliman - Stimulus Package Projects.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL 

1. E-Mail from Bob & Mary Lou Reeves - RE: Opposed to Matt Talbot move.



2. E-Mail - RE: Opposed to Matt Talbot Relocation to the Carnegie Library. 

3. E-Mail from Renee Malone - RE: Please vote “AGAINST” Matt Talbot’s request
for relocation to N. 27th Street. 

4. E-Mail from Amy Birky - RE: Supports the relocation of Matt Talbot.  

5. E-Mail from Maurice Baker - RE: Opposed to Matt Talbot relocation to N. 27th

Street. 

6. E-Mail from Liz Bonney - RE: Matt Talbot Kitchen.

7. Letter from Gary Blattert, President, Earl Carter Lumber Co. - RE: Matt Talbot
Kitchen.

 

daadd020909/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of February 7 through 13, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: February 6,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, February 9

Tuesday, February 10

Thursday, February 12

Friday, February 13

Unveiling of new Abraham Lincoln postage stamps, remarks - 10 a.m., State Capitol Rotunda

Joint Public Agency meeting - 8 a.m., City Council Chambers, 555 S. 10th St.

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

Lancaster County Town Hall Meeting with State Senators, remarks - noon, State Capitol, room 1023
“Civil War Voices” musical (part of City's “10 Score” celebration) - 7:30 p.m., Lied Center for
Performing Arts, 12th and “R” streets

Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach news conference, remarks - 10 a.m., 1911 “R” St.
Chamber of Commerce Annual Luncheon, remarks - 11:30 a.m., Cornhusker Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.
Mayor's Multicultural Advisory Committee meeting - 4 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room, 444 S. 10th St.
Veterans of Foreign Wars “Voice of Democracy” Award and Recognition Dinner, presentation of
National Citizenship Education Teacher Awards - 6 p.m., VFW Post 31, 5721 Johanna



SECTION OF NORTH 27TH TO CLOSE TUESDAY NIGHT
FOR BRIDGE PLACEMENT

A section of North 27th Street is scheduled to close the night of Tuesday, February 10 for the installation of 
the steel truss bridge over 27th. North 27th from Vine to “Y” streets is scheduled to close at 10 p.m. 
Tuesday and reopen by 6 a.m. Wednesday morning. Detour routes will be marked.

The bridge is part of the Mopac Trail Pedestrian Bridge Project, which is scheduled to be completed by the 
end of May.

The Great Plains Trails Network provided $125,000 in private donations for the bridge, which is estimated 
to cost about $1.9 million. The city received a federal enhancement grant for $500,000, and the rest will be 
paid for from funds received through tax increment financing.

The bridge will provide the final link in the Mopac Trail through Lincoln and will connect with the 
University of Nebraska – Lincoln downtown campus and the Antelope Valley trail system.  The Mopac trail 
also is a vital link in the future Quad States Trails network 

More information on the project is available by calling Terry Genrich in the City Parks and Recreation 
Department at 441-7939. For more information on the City's parks and trails, visit the City Web site at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: parks).

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” St., Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-8706

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 6, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

02/06/2009 09:40 AM

To <lmittan@hotmail.com>

cc <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Re: Matt Talbot

Lou:
 
Thanks for your supportive email on Matt Talbott.  Yes, this organization is providing a valuable 
service to the citizens of Lincoln.
 
Jon

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: lmittan@hotmail.com
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Fri, 6 Feb 2009 9:06 am
Subject: Matt Talbot

Dear Council Member Camp:    I want to voice my support for the 
relacation of Matt Talbot to the N. 27th St   location.  I 
believe it is an excellent location and very ironic that a 
building   funded by one of the richest families in US history 
would be of service to the   poorest of our current population.  
I don't believe the population that will be   served is dangerous 
of unstable.  If they were dangerous, why would it's current   
location be so close to students at the University of Nebraska's 
city campus.    Please feel free to contact me if you would like 
to visit further!  Respectfully, Lou Mittan  

 

Get instant access to the latest & most popular FREE games while you browse with the Games 
Toolbar - Download Now! 



Jon Camp 
<joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.
com> 

02/07/2009 11:56 AM

To <dlandis@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>, Ken Svoboda 
<ksvoboda@alltel.net>, Robin Eschliman 
<robine@neb.rr.com>, <jspatz@nasbonline.org>, 

bcc

Subject NeighborWorks Land Sale--proposed

Dave:

 

Please provide information/feedback on the following:

 

Item 1:  After reflecting on last Monday’s pre council on NeighborWorks and the City’s proposed sale of its nearly 
2 lots, I am wondering if a different appraisal approach is in order. . .an income approach, which is used by the 
CountyAssessorin much of Lincoln. 

 

Two elements of this property sale are in order, to protect the citizen-taxpayers of Lincoln:

 

1.The number of vehicles that can be parked on the property—schematics appear to show 22 spaces, not including the small northwest portion 
occupied by a house currently and not owned by the City

2.The portion of the NeighborWorks building and grass area that will situate on the City’s property

 

Both of these uses fit within the constraints of the culvert that runs beneath part of the City’s property and would 
support a commercial building.

 

The parking spaces, being in proximity to the downtown area and the new Assurity campus, should command 
approximately $40 per month/space or a total of $880 per month or $10,560 per year.  

 

The land on which the landscaping and the building will sit should be valued at least $20 per square foot since it 
involves no demolition.  The simple schematic presented at the Pre Council does not reveal the measurements of 
this portion of the City’s property.

 

Thus, the proposed sale of the nearly two lots by the City for $5-6,000, even after consideration for evening parking 
for Union Plaza and use of a conference room, appears substantially below market value when one merely looks at 
the $10,560 in annual daytime parking rents.



 

Item 2:  Please consider covenants, similar to those in Katie Halperin’s Washington Squareproject, that will require 
“home ownership”, not more rental property.  As Michael Snodgrass noted, NeighborWorks wants to increase home 
ownership to this area, which will provide a better environment, especially with the large investment the City has 
made in AntelopeValley.  I believe Mr. Snodgrass said there is approximately 13% home ownership currently 
versus leased residences.  

 

Item 3:  Have homebuilders been informed of the proposed townhomes (18 units) and condos (12 units) and the 
anticipated sales prices?  In the case of the townhomes, Mr. Snodgrass indicated three levels:  (1) $135,000, (2) 
$155,000 and (3) $175,000.  

 

Because the new home market is at an historic low (only 11 single family permits were issued in January 2009), the 
City as an obligation to work in harmony with private homebuilders.  I have not consulted any private 
homebuilders, but feel this step is very important to ensure everyone is on the same page.

 

 

Thank you for commenting/reviewing these three items.

 

 

Jon

 

ec:  LincolnCity Council

 

JON A. CAMP

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.

200 Haymarket Square

808 P Street

P.O. Box82307

Lincoln, NE  68501-2307

 

Office:        402.474.1838

Fax:           402.474.1838



Cell:           402.560.1001

 

Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com

 

"Every man is the architect of his own fortune."

- Appius Claudius Caecus

 



Jon Camp 
<joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.
com> 

02/07/2009 05:10 PM

To <gmaclean@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>, Robin Eschliman 
<robine@neb.rr.com>, Doug Emery 
<DEmery@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, Ken Svoboda 

bcc

Subject Antelope Valley Pre Council and Questions

Greg:

 

During our recent Antelope Valley Pre Council, you asked for City Council questions.

 

I would appreciate a listing of the projects you indicated comprise $71 million of private investment.  Please include

 

1.Date of project initiation, 

2.Completion date, 

3.Private funds spent

4.Public funds and source thereof

5.Number of fulltime jobs created

a.Permanent jobs created

b.Interim construction jobs created

 

Thank you,

 

Jon

 

JON A. CAMP

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.

200 Haymarket Square

808 P Street



P.O. Box82307

Lincoln, NE  68501-2307

 

Office:        402.474.1838

Fax:           402.474.1838

Cell:           402.560.1001

 

Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com

 

"Every man is the architect of his own fortune."

- Appius Claudius Caecus

 



Jon Camp 
<joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.
com> 

02/07/2009 05:22 PM

To Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>

cc <dmarvin@neb.rr.com>, Doug Emery 
<DEmery@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, Ken Svoboda 
<ksvoboda@alltel.net>, <jspatz@nasbonline.org>, 

bcc

Subject Stimulus Package Projects

Chair Eschliman:

 

The recent questioning of stimulus projects for Lincolnraises concerns on a “cooperative” and “unified” effort.  

 

Denise Pearce responded to Council Member Svoboda concerning the Wall Street Journal article on the Conference 
of Mayors list and invited individual Council members to send suggestions to Chad Blahak, who was recently 
designated by Mayor Beutler as the point person on stimulus packages.  

 

Some thoughts:  

 

1.Why not have a central pool through which the Council ideas are collected and reviewed as a group so we do not repeat the “wish list” mistake 
of the Conference of Mayors?

2.Prioritize infrastructure that will provide decades of use to the citizens and businesses in Lincoln

3.Focus on job creation—both for construction period as well as long term job creation and retention

4.Emphasize economic development to ensure we are not merely addressing short term difficulties.

 

I would also be interested in hearing more about the rumors that the Mayor is hiring a new employee to administer 
“Green initiatives”.

 

Thank you,

 

Jon

 

 



JON A. CAMP

Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd.

200 Haymarket Square

808 P Street

P.O. Box82307

Lincoln, NE  68501-2307

 

Office:        402.474.1838

Fax:           402.474.1838

Cell:           402.560.1001

 

Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com

 

"Every man is the architect of his own fortune."

- Appius Claudius Caecus

 



Robert Reeves 
<bobreeves63@yahoo.com> 

02/06/2009 06:59 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Matt Talbot move

Dear City Council members:
 
We are not opposed to Matt Talbot relocating within the Clinton Neighborhood, but we do oppose the proposal that 
Matt Talbot move to the former Carnegie Library site which currently is occupied by Neighborworks.  We believe it 
will be good for the agency to locate in our neighborhood because it will be close to where a high proportion of its  
clients live.  However, we believe the Neighborworks site is a poor choice, primarily because of the traffic and 
safety problems. 
 
Susanne Blue reports that about half (or maybe more) of Matt Talbot's clients come by car.  For that reason they 
plan to build a 200-car parking lot on the site.  The problem is, the streets serving the site are not adequate to handle 
that kind of traffic, especially since those streets also are the only access roads into the adjacent grain elevators.  
Grain trucks, especially during harvest season, use those streets throughout the day.  These trucks are huge and 
could not stop easily if a car is in the way.  They also could not maneuver if cars are parked or restricting their 
turning radius.  
 
Another problem is the volume of traffic that will be turning in and out of the street there.  There is no light -- and 
we believe adding a traffic light would actually pose a hazard to traffic on the bridge because it would be difficult to 
stop in time.  So there will continue to be an uncontrolled intersection with lots of traffic turning in and out at 
mealtimes.  The chance of an accident is very likely. 
 
Pedestrians pose another problem, because there is no traffic light immediately in front of the building.  Pedestrians 
will be expected to walk down to Fair Street to cross 27th street, but it will be very difficult to police that situation.  
Many children, and probably adults as well, will try to cross the street at that point.  The cars coming off the viaduct 
tend to speed, so the chances of a pedestrian accident are also great. 
 
Please help Matt Talbot find another site in our area that would not have these traffic and safety concerns. 
 
Sincerely,
 
Bob and Mary Lou Reeves



<xnxaxnx@aol.com> 

02/08/2009 10:59 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Matt Talbot Relocation to the Carnegie Library

NO. The neighborhood does not want it as represented at the first public meeting Feb. 2, 2009.
 
NO, NO, NO.
 
The library was for the neighborhood. What happened to the promised senior center. This is the 
wrong location. Look south of O Street and look at existing commercial buildings for sale. The 
economy cannot support building anything new. The Matt Talbot Board needs to look harder, be 
creative.

NO, NO, NO.
 

A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above.  See yours in just 2 easy steps! 



<Remalone36@aol.com> 

02/08/2009 04:06 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Please vote "AGAINST" Matt Talbot's request for relocation 
to N 27th Street

I ask for your support to DENY the request of Matt Talbot kitchen to  go into the NeighborWorks location on N. 
27th Street. 
As past president of  the Clinton Neighborhood Org and current board member and as past president of  the 27th 
Business and Civic Org, I along with many, many of my fellow neighbors  feel that the location will be a detriment 
to our neighborhood.  
We  have worked with the City and Urban development to improve the 27th street  corridor for many years.  We 
have worked to make 27th street a gateway to  the city and to the University.  We have worked on building 
standards,  median work, redevelopment of Penzer park, Northbridge, the Health Center, the  bike path bridge, and 
block by block revitalization of the area- all to improve  this area.  
 
Now we are being forced to take in Matt Talbot kitchen.  Yes there is  a need for this type of business, but not here.  
We have worked so hard to  redevelop this area and feel that this is being pushed on us. 
First it was  kept under wraps and the neighborhood was not even notified of this  possibility.  If a few of us hadn't 
gotten the Planning Dept letters of  notification - it would have been slipped past us.  Which I'm sure  that was the 
original intention. That is not a way to work with the  neighborhoods.  We feel this has been fast-forwarded to push 
this through-  as if it was a done deal. I know many in the area feel this way and feel as if  it is a battle lost, and you 
can't fight city hall.  I would hope this is  not true!  Normally we have notice of this kind of project months in  
advance- it looks like some one is trying to pull a fast one and we are outraged  by this.  Then, at an emergency 
meeting  Urban dept makes veiled  comments - stating "we've done a lot for you -so have to you take  this".  This is 
not the way to do business with anyone!  

Our outrage and concern is not for the building or the many people in  need - it's for that group of people who could 
create a danger both to  neighborhood safety and the increase in crime in our area. Matt Talbot states  they won't let 
this happen - but they have no control of what happens off of  their property.  
 
Currently around Matt Talbot ( and once the weather warms up you will see  so much more)- you see homeless 
people sleeping in the park- creating issues  such as; public intoxication, urinating in public, sleeping in parks and  
surrounding areas such as: garages, outbuildings, porches,and even empty homes.  There are the fights ( how many 
time do you hear about fights and attacks  among the homeless and other innocent people in that park across from 
Matt  Talbot's current location? In warm weather it's in the paper constantly).   Other issues are panhandling, 
miscellaneous crimes and just loitering in the  area.  

This proposed location is also on a bike path- where children ride to  go to the ball park ( Fleming Fields) and the 
play area across 27th street.  There is currently a minor problem with people hanging out under the bridge- by  the 
railroad tracks. This problem will increase immensely if more homeless are  directed here. Also they are 
found sleeping in empty buses in the lot to  the west. that StarTran parks unused buses in.  Penzer park will be  the 
new location for these types of public problems.  
 
After we have spent so much money developing this area - do we want  this to become a place for these things to 
happen?  With Salvation Army  located right beside the park and all the after school & daily  activities that happen 
there would you feel safe letting your children go to  that park?  I wouldn't.  I live one block from Penzer park, and  
use the bike path and park during the warm month.  My concern is  for my personal safety around that park, bike 
path and  also the fear of someone breaking into my house, since I live so close to  that park.  
Where do you think all of these people are going to go between  the two meals that Matt Talbot will provide?  Are 
they going  to trudge miles back downtown to turn around again a few hours later? Or  are they going to loiter 
around the 27th Street area until the next  meal?  They will stay around the park and in our neighborhoods.  Why  
would you even put this in an area that is so far from where these people are  located?  This isn't near the Mission, 



or other places they stay over  night. This is miles from those types services. 
 
 One comment was that the Health Center is near by, but are these the  people who would just drop into the Health 
Center - probably not. I think  you will find that most of the Health Center's client's are low income  residents.  
 
 Another comment is that a police station is by that area and that  will deter things from happening. 
That precinct is empty most of the time- officers are only there during  shift change and reports.  That precinct 
covers a huge area - and problems  in the park are going to be a very "low priority" call compared to other calls  
elsewhere.  
What is going to be the impression of someone driving into  Lincoln for the first time - they see homeless people 
along the street -  sleeping in the park, panhandling. Is that the impression we want to give?   I say no!!!  
Also, what new businesses are going to want to move into  this area?  That is going to be a huge concern for 
someone wanting to  invest in the area.  We have worked hard to bring more businesses into this  area. People will 
think twice before locating a new business here.  
We have also worked to bring families into this area. Would you want to  move here if this happens? 
We want to continue to develop the core of the city.  Moving more  homeless here is not going to help our 
property values - who wants to live  next to a park with vagrants sleeping in it.  This is just another thing to  keep 
values down and more absentee landlords will love this!  They can buy  even more property cheap and let the 
property go down hill.  They don't  live here so they don't care.  
Well, we live here and we  care.  
Another point they try to make is well, it has to  be somewhere - notice all the people saying this don't live here. We 
have had to  endure the half way houses, the parolees and everyone else they try to put here-  
WE HAVE ALREADY DONE OUR SHARE!!!! It's time someone else did. 
I saw in  recently that in the south part of town - the neighbors didn't want a day care  to be built and bring down 
there property values - and the City Council  agreed.  I think a business that will bring homeless into our area and  
increase our crime - will have much more of an effect on our property  values than a day care would.  
Please have as much interest and  compassion for our feelings and our neighborhood as you would the newer  
neighborhoods. 

Once again, please deny the request for Matt Talbot to be located on N.  27th street. We have done our share for 
those less fortunate, it's time another  area stepped up. Please take our feelings and the pride in our neighborhood 
into  consideration.

Thank you,
Renee Malone
Past President Clinton  Neighborhood
Past President 27th Business & Civic Org
And proud  resident of the Clinton Neighborhood
1408 N 26th Street
Lincoln, NE 68503  
 

A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above.  See yours in just 2 easy steps!



Amy Birky 
<amy1940@inebraska.com> 

02/08/2009 05:51 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Matt Talbot

I would appreciate your support for the moving of  Matt Talbot kitchen to  N.27th st. It needs to relocate and this 
place will  meet the needs of the agency and the people it serves. Thank you for thinking of  the underprivileged of 
our city. Amy Birky



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/08/2009 05:55 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Maurice Baker
Address:  3259 Starr Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68503

Phone:    464-1864
Fax:      464-1864
Email:    mbaker35@alltel.net

Comment or Question:
I am Maurice Baker.  I have lived at 3259 Starr Street for over 40 years.  I 
am opposed the relocation of the Matt Talbot Kitchen to 2121 North 27th 
Street; however, I doubt that any opposition will matter.  The steamroller 
began sometime before Assurity Life Insurance Co. announced their proposal to 
relocate their headquarters into the Antelope Valley redevelopment area.

Matt Talbot was not a good fit in the redevelopment of the Antelope Valley.  
Matt Talbot Kitchen had grown to the point that they were interested in a 
larger facility but because of their lease, they could stay in their present 
location longer than Assurity and the city wanted.  At approximately this 
time, Matt Talbot Kitchen was apparently advised not to let it be known that 
they were looking for a new location because both Matt Talbot and the Urban 
Development Department knew that one or more of their programs was problematic 
to the neighborhood.  This secrecy continued until the proposal before you 
appeared on the Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Commission’s January 14, 
2009 agenda.

Now the steam roller became known to those of us living in the Clinton 
Neighborhood and nothing was going to stop it.  The Planning Commission 
understood that a $40 million project could not be stopped by opposition from 
a neighborhood that at the last time I checked was the census trac with the 
lowest family income of any in Lincoln.  They admitted that it was normal 
procedure to require developers to meet with residents to try to resolve 
problems with  proposed developments.  However, because the developer in this 
instance was the Department of Urban Development and any delay threatened the 
$40 million project, they voted unanimously to confirm that the project was in 
conformity with the comprehensive plan with mild statements from some 
commissioners about the deviation from normal practice.  I seriously doubt any 
of the Commissioners lost a wink of sleep over the deviation from normal 
practice; however.

Urban Development hurriedly arranged a meeting with neighborhood interests on 
Friday, January 9th and a second one on Monday, January 12th, 3 and 2 working 
days before the Planning Commission meeting.  Director Landis apologized 
profusely for the failure to contact the neighborhood  organizations affected 
and the North 27th Street Business and Civic Association.  He explained that 
Urban Development’s plan was to meet with these organizations after the 
Planning Commission meeting but before the city council meeting.  In light of 
the fact that there is less than a month between these two meetings, it is 
hard for me to reject my earlier conclusion that this whole project was 



purposely secretive in order to reduce the time for any meaningful dialogue
about alternative locations.  Director Landis also has said at both the 
Planning Commission meeting and at neighborhood meetings that there will be 
other public hearings such as change of zoning, redevelopment agreement, etc. 
regarding this proposed project where the neighborhood interests can speak.  
The decisions to be made at these hearings can be equated to where will the 
guests sit at the dining room table while the important decision is, where is 
that dining room table located.

Why should the city council reject this proposed project or at least delay a 
decision until there is reasonable time to reach an alternative solution?

1. Both Matt Talbot Kitchen and Urban Development staff have admitted that 
there are neighborhood problems with one or more of Matt Talbot’s program.  
This is evidenced by the statement that the proposed location is “isolated”.  
If there are no potential neighborhood problems, why should the operation be 
isolated?  Secondly, Matt Talbot has said that one of their criteria for a new 
location was that it be close to the 27th and Holdrege Streets police station.  
If there are no neighborhood problems, why does the operation need to be close 
to the police station?  As a side note, the location not isolated since there 
are single family residences within less than one-half of a city block 
immediately to the east side of the viaduct and they are easily accessed by 
passing under the viaduct.  This is zoned R-2.  Technically there is a narrow 
strip of I-1 zoned land that abuts the viaduct left from the development of 
the viaduct.
2. The city has made or participated with the private sector in making 
significant investments along North 27th Street.  This includes major 
investments in Pentzer Park, Sterling Village, Heartland Optical and others.  
There is concern that some of Matt Talbot’s clients will see Pentzer Park as 
nice place to hang out between the noon and evening meals.  This has raised 
concern about the safety of children who now use the park.  Why would the city 
want to take an action that could significantly their previous investments?
3. The proposed location is the front door to the Clinton neighborhood and 
to one of the city’s.  People judge areas by first impressions and this 
project poses the highly probable situation of making unfavorable impression 
of our neighborhood and the city.  If I am right about this, then 
ramifications are lowering of property values, a reluctance of private 
business persons to make further investments on North 27th, and perhaps the 
lose of existing businesses because of the unwillingness of current or 
potential customers to come into the neighborhood.  All of this adds up to 
reduced tax revenues from the area.  Where is the TIF money then?
4. The Clinton neighborhood has worked long and hard to improve the area.  
Cooperation with Free to Grow has enabled us to make significant progress in 
the quality of both the physical and the sense of community environment in 
recent years.  I see the proposed project as a step back in the sense of 
community environment for our neighborhood.
5. We are told that a very desirable building will be constructed on this 
site.  I have no doubt it will be but will it meet the city requirement of 
being compatible with the existing neighborhood?  The Carnegie Library is 
unique in the area.
6. A hiker-biker trail is immediately adjacent to the property and goes 
under the viaduct.  Some residents already feel unsafe because of the people 
that sometimes congregate under the viaduct.  Matt Talbot has in my opinion a 
high probability of increasing the number of persons congregating under the 
viaduct.  Incidentally, the trail came about in part because of an earlier 
poorly planned project.
7. Build it and they will come.  Locate Matt Talbot here and those needing 
meals will come and those who have no place to go after meals will congregate 
in the area.  It is reported that currently some of the clients return back to 
the downtown area.  The greater distance from downtown will surely discourage 



some of these people from moving back to where they currently congregate.
8. While it may not be a concern to those planning this project, the 
Clinton Neighborhood Organization has, thanks to NeighborWorks, held their 
meetings at and had their mail delivered to 2121 North 27th Street at no cost 
to the organization.  There has not been an opportunity to explore whether 
similar arrangements can be made elsewhere because of the short notice given 
about this proposed project.

Neither Matt Talbot Kitchen nor Urban Development have offered any real 
answers to the above concerns.  There is much talk about the programs but 
little or no comments about the one that poses the real problems.

I can see only one reason Matt Talbot Kitchen wants to be located at this 
site.  That is $400,000 that the city proposes to provide.  It is at the edge 
of the 60503 zip code area.  It is much farther from those that I suspect make 
up the users who currently walk to the existing facility.  It is farther from 
some of the other agencies it currently works with.

Let me be very clear, I in no way want to do away with Matt Talbot Kitchen.  I 
know very little about their programs but from what the staff has described 
and what I personally know they are providing g much needed services in the 
community.  I personally am not opposed to having them in my neighborhood. 
Just not at my front door.

I grew up on farms with 3 bedrooms and a path. I am not suggesting that Matt 
Talbot Kitchen’s services are in any way related to those of that little 
building at the end of the path because both provide very important services.  
The people who selected to which door that path came chose the back door not 
the front door.  I only ask you show the same kind of common sense.



Clinton Neighborhood 
<clintonneighborhood@yahoo
.com> 

02/09/2009 08:55 AM
Please respond to

<clintonneighborhood@yahoo.
com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Matt Talbot kitchen

 

To Whom It May Concern:

 

The Clinton Neighborhood Organization, along with Clinton Residents recently had the 
opportunity to meet with members of Urban Development and the Matt Talbot Kitchen & 
Outreach to discuss the relocation of Matt Talbot from 1911 R Streetto 2121 North 27th Street.  
Although we understand that Matt Talbot offers a wide variety of services to the working poor, 
nearly homeless, and homeless resident of Lincoln, Clinton Neighborhood Organization would 
like to state, for the record, that the residents of Clinton Neighborhood are vehemently against 
the relocation for the following reasons:

 

Traffic Flow:  As a collective, we feel that the issue of increased traffic flow into our 1.
neighborhood was not properly addressed.  North 27th Streetis an extremely busy street, and 
we feel more accidents will occur during the evening rush hour, when North 27th Streetsees 
an increase in traffic flow.  Also, with the proximity of two granaries to the Kitchen, 
residents are concerned about the semi trucks’ maneuverability along Leighton Avenue, 
especially during Harvest Season, when semi traffic is at its peak.
Safety:  Clintonresidents understand that Matt Talbot does excruciating screening on its 2.
clientele.  However, with a large under-age population of toddlers, school-age children, and 
teenagers, along with two city parks in close proximity to the proposed relocation site, it 
only takes one person to destroy the innocence of a child.
Corridor to ClintonNeighborhood:  On any given home game Saturday, tens of thousands of 3.
automobiles use North 27th Streetto get to Memorial Stadium for the Nebraskafootball 
games.  We residents of Clinton Neighborhood have worked and are still working very hard 
to rid our neighborhood of the stigma that Clintonis a “bad” neighborhood.  We have set up 
neighborhood watches, an annual neighborhood cleanup event, and an upcoming 
beautification project to allow non-residents of Clintonknow we care about our community.  
We feel, as a whole, that Matt Talbot will dissuade any new potential home owners from 
purchasing a house in our quiet, proud community.

 



Again, as stated earlier, Clinton Neighborhood Organization would like to officially state that 
we unanimously voted not to have Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach relocate to our 
neighborhood at this time.

 

Liz Bonney
CNO President
 
**If you received this in error, no longer want to receive these, or moved from the Clinton 
Neighborhood please respond with remove in the subject line.**
 
Check out our Myspace page
http://www.myspace.com/clintonneighborhood  
 
All misspellings and poor grammar were put there intentionally to remind us that we are all 
human.
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