
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2009 

I. CITY CLERK 
1. Response to Professor Harl Dalstrom regarding the City of Lincoln taking action to

adopt Central Standard Time through an ordinance of resolution. 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATIONS: None

MAYOR
 1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of February 14 through 20,

2009. (Sent to Council Members on Friday, February 13, 2009)
 2. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic condition report, February 13, 2009, 11:30 a.m.
 3. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic condition report, February 13, 2009, 4:10 p.m.
 4. Memo from Greg Key, Chair of the Citizen Police Advisory Board (CPAB) to Mayor Beutler,

City Council, & Police Chief Tom Casady - RE: Complaint #10-08 (Council received copies
in their file folders on 01/12/09) 

 5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold news conference, Thursday, February 19, 2009,
10:00 a.m. at 555 South 10th Street, on traffic statistics for 2007 and the City’s economic
stimulus package.  

 6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor targets arterial rehabilitation for stimulus street funds. 
 7. NEWS RELEASE. Snowy year leads to increase in vehicle crashes. 

        8. Washington Report, February 13, 2009.
       *9. Washington Report, February 6, 2009.

 DIRECTORS 

FINANCE/TREASURER
       *1. Monthly City Cash Report for the month of December, 2008.  

 2. City of Lincoln’s Investment Activity Report for the Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

CITY LIBRARIES 
 1. NEWS RELEASE. North Star High School Step Team. Performance at Bennett Martin Public

Library on Saturday, March 14, 2009, 2:00 p.m. 
 2. NEWS RELEASE. Jack Gladstone public performance, Tuesday, March 3, 2009 6:30 p.m. at

Eiseley Branch Library. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
 1. Residential land inventory web page address. 
 2. Answers to questions from Tom and Linda Gapp on Annexation 08010, Bill #09-16.
 3. Letter from Duane Dowd representing Dowd Grain Company in opposition to annexation No.

08016, Bill #09-20.



 

PUBLIC WORKS/WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
 1. Memo from Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Watershed Management, regarding the Little Salt Creek

Watershed Plan, including:
a) Watershed News newsletter;
b) Power Point presentation;
c) Future land use map;
d) Capital Improvement Project location map;
e) Draft floodplain map with aerial, shows current adopted and proposed update; and
f) Draft floodplain map without aerial, shows proposed update only. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
       *1. Street and alley vacation No. 08011. Tallgrass Parkway north of Aster Road. 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
    **1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: JAVA Meeting (RFI#19 -

01/30/09). - 1)   See Response from Glenn Johnson, LPSNRD, JAVA Board Chair
received on RFI#19 - 02/11/09. 

       *2. Letter & Spreadsheet of Cost Benefit For City Council Projects sent to County
Commissioners, Lincoln Public School Board Members, and State Senators - RE: Tax
Increment Financing (TIF).

DAN MARVIN
       *1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Questions on BKD

Audited statements (RFI#4-02/06/09) 1) See Response from Greg MacLean on BKD ,
including impact fee projects approved by Lincoln City Council and highway allocation
bonds reconciliation. 

       *2. E-Mail & Study - RE: Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Study.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
       *1. InterLinc Correspondence from Jim Brandle on unfair manner of distributing higher rate for

vehicle registration. 
       *2. Email opposed on Matt Talbot Kitchen moving to the Clinton neighborhood and into the

library. 
       *3. InterLinc correspondence from Janet Kolarick opposed to the Matt Talbot Kitchen moving to

the Clinton neighborhood. 
       *4. InterLinc correspondence from Laura A. Moore inquiring if library used for Matt Talbot

Kitchen will be wheelchair and scooter accessible. (Forwarded to Dave Landis, Urban
Development Director on 02/10/09)

       *5. Letter from Harl Dalstrom researching adoption of standard time. (Forwarded to City Clerk
on 02/10/09)

       *6. Letter received from LIBA regarding the status of the South and East Expressways. (Letters
placed in Council file folders on 02/11/09)



 

 7. Email from Burke Casari requesting Council approval of blight designation of the Near South
neighborhood and the Everett Neighborhood. 

 8. Email from Robert and Barbara Stock, urging Council support of item: Misc: #08015.
 9. Email from Scott Baird, President of the Near South Neighborhood Association in support of

the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination, with
neighborhood support to help with needed next steps.   

       10. Email from Wayne Boles thanking Diane Gonzolas for work on the City of Lincoln’s
Abraham Lincoln bicentennial celebration.  

       11. Letter and copy of LB 85 from Rob Schupbach on authorization of urban growth districts and
providing bond authority. 

       12. Email from Topher Hansen, CenterPointe, Inc., in support of declaring the South Capitol Area
blighted. 

       13. Email from John Heineman supporting the recommendations of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.

       14. Email from Pam Knott in support of designating the Near South Neighborhood as blighted. 
       15. Email from Mark Brohman, Nebraska Environmental Trust, supporting the South Capitol

Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.
       16. Email from Avery Klein, Near South Property Owner, in support of recommendations of the

South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 
       17. Correspondence from Robert Engel supporting recommendations of the South Capitol

Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 
       18. Email from Sue Wilson, New South neighborhood resident, in support of the

recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard
Determination. 

       19. Email from Scotte Hansen supporting recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment
Area and Substandard Determination. 

       20. Email from Cheryl Richter supporting the blight determination for the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area and voicing concern on money wasted studying an arena need plus
paying increasing taxes for impact fees.     

       21. Email from Dika Eckersley supporting recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment
Area Blight and Substandard Determination in the Near South Lincoln neighborhood. 

V. ADJOURNMENT

* Held Over from February 16, 2009
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N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of February 14 through 20, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: February 13,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Saturday, February 14

Sunday, February 15

Monday, February 16

Tuesday, February 17

Wednesday, February 18

Thursday, February 19

Friday, February 20

Abraham Lincoln “10 Score” Family Day Celebration, remarks - 1 p.m., Lincoln Southwest High School,
7001 S. 14th St. (Event is from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Abraham Lincoln “10 Score” Celebration,  Doris Kearns Goodwin Forum, introduction - 7:30 p.m.,
Lied Center for Performing Arts, 12th and “R” streets

MEDIA NOTE:  Goodwin is available to talk to the media at 4 p.m. Sunday in the Green Room at
the Lied. No recording of her 7:30 presentation will be allowed, except for NET.

PRESIDENTS' DAY HOLIDAY – CITY OFFICES CLOSED

Nebraska Power Association 2009 Winter Conference, remarks - 12:30 p.m., Cornhusker Hotel,
333 S. 13th St.

Engineers' Week proclamation signing - 1:30 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

2009 Nebraska Leadership Prayer Breakfast - 7 a.m., Cornhusker Hotel
Friendship Home Donor Recognition Luncheon - 11:30 a.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” St.

News conference - 10 a.m., location and topic to be announced



David B Norris/Notes 

02/13/2009 11:35 AM

To CIC Snow Notification

cc

bcc

Subject snow release

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITION REPORT
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 441-7783.  THIS NUMBER IS 
FOR NEWS MEDIA USE ONLY.

For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547

Date: February 13, 2009
Time: 11:30 a.m.

As a steady snowfall continues in the Capital City, street crews are in a full-scale material 
spreading operation with 20 vehicles canvassing the city’s snow emergency routes and major 
arterials.  If the snowfall continues at the present rate, 72 plows are expected to be deployed 
between noon and 1 p.m. on snow emergency routes and major arterials. 

City street crews began spreading salt brine over 1,100 miles of Lincoln streets on Wednesday in 
preparation for today’s snowfall.

LPD reports six accidents over the last hour.  Motorists are urged to use caution when driving 
and to allow for more time to reach their destination.

StarTran reports that buses are running about five minutes behind schedule.
  
Please stay informed on traffic conditions and the status of snow operations in Lincoln.  
Additional information is available on pages 48 and 49 in the blue pages of your Windstream 
phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 
441-7644.

-30-
****************************

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged

information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.



David B Norris/Notes 

02/13/2009 04:12 PM

To CIC Snow Notification

cc

bcc

Subject snow release

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITION REPORT
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 441-7783.  THIS NUMBER IS 
FOR NEWS MEDIA USE ONLY.

For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547

Date: February 13, 2009
Time: 4:10 p.m.

City street crews continue full-scale plowing efforts on snow emergency routes, major arterials 
and bus routes following the snowfall that has blanketed Lincoln today.

As crews are freed-up after work is completed on these major routes and arterials, residential 
areas will be addressed this evening, continuing into the overnight hours and tomorrow morning.  
Crews will be concentrating on clean-up work and “drift control” when they hit the residential 
areas.

Plowing efforts began today at about noon.  Street crews spread salt brine over 1,100 miles of 
Lincoln streets on Wednesday in preparation for today’s snowfall.

Over 100 accidents have been reported to LPD since this morning.  StarTran reports that buses 
are running about five to ten minutes behind schedule.

Please stay informed on traffic conditions and the status of snow operations in Lincoln.  
Additional information is available on pages 48 and 49 in the blue pages of your Windstream 
phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 
441-7644.

-30-
****************************

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged

information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.





OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  February 18, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Beutler will have a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, February 19 in the area just outside
the Mayor's Office on the second floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.   The Mayor will
discuss two topics:

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

The City's traffic crash statistics for 2007.

The projects that may be included in the City's economic stimulus package.



MAYOR TARGETS ARTERIAL REHABILITATION
 FOR STIMULUS STREET FUNDS

Mayor Chris Beutler today said the City of Lincoln expects to receive about $9.3 million in street funds alone 
from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act signed by President Obama Tuesday.  And he said the 
rehabilitation of arterial streets is the best choice for use of those economic stimulus funds.

“In every corner of the City, we have arterial streets that are in desperate need of repair,” Mayor Beutler said. 
“I am committed to street projects that create jobs quickly, provide the most bang for the buck, and impact the 
streets we drive every day.” 

Beutler said the City's list is being developed as more information is received on state and federal 
requirements.  He said some projects that go beyond rehabilitation may take more time to acquire right of way, 
conduct environmental studies or obtain further approval. The stimulus bill does not afford that kind of time 
because of the need to create jobs quickly.
“Now that the bill has passed, we need to focus on what we can do, not what we would like to do, and what we 
can do is fix the roads we already have,” Beutler said.  “In addition, rehabilitation of our streets stretches our 
stimulus dollars further then they would go with new construction. For every five-plus miles of road we can 
rehab, we could afford only one mile of newly constructed two-lane road.”

In finalizing its package, the Mayor said the City will use data from its pavement management system, which 
uses technology to identify the streets that are most in need of repair.  The Mayor directed the City Public 
Works and Utilities Department to update the data last summer. “As a result, we have current information that 
puts us ahead of the curve in identifying which streets are the best candidates to quickly, and most cost 
effectively, put the stimulus money into play and put people to work.”

Beutler thanked Senator Ben Nelson for his work on the stimulus bill. The Mayor said he will continue to 
discuss the City's stimulus package with the City Council. 

Due to budget issues, the City has been unable to take on significant street rehabilitation projects for several 
years. “With these stimulus dollars, we now have an opportunity,” Beutler said. “We can put people to work 
while protecting the largest asset the City has – our billion dollar investment in our City streets and roads.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 19, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Chad Blahak, Stimulus Project Coordinator, 309-4608

- 30 -



SNOWY YEAR LEADS TO INCREASE IN CRASHES
Number remains steady as City size increases

Mayor Chris Beutler today said increased snowfall is largely the reason for a 14 percent increase in the number 
of traffic crashes in Lincoln from 2006 to 2007. The number increased from 7,584 to 8,642. (A summary 
follows this release.)  The total monetary loss to the public from traffic crashes in 2997 is estimated at $191 
million.  But overall, the Mayor said, the number of crashes has remained fairly constant from 1988 to 2007, 
despite a 45 percent increase in the City's size over those years.

“If the number of crashes had increased at the same rate as vehicle miles traveled, the City would have 
experienced nearly 6,000 additional crashes in 2007 and nearly $133 million more in monetary loss,” Beutler 
said. “Decreasing the number of crashes is an important priority as we work to keep our citizens safe.” The 
Mayor said the number of fatal accidents has not significantly changed since 1992.

The City had 33 inches of snow in 2007 compared to 18 inches in 2006. The Mayor said the report shows that 
over time, the number of crashes is directly related to the amount of snowfall.

Beutler thanked the drivers, pedestrians and bicyclists who have helped keep crashes down by following the 
rules of the road. He said another major factor in keeping crash numbers low is the Transportation Safety 
Program the City has had in place since 1979. The Public Works and Utilities Department works with other 
City Departments to focus on the “three E's” – engineering, enforcement and education.
 
Earlier this week the City's 2006 crash study received a “Merit Award” from the American Council of 
Engineering Companies. “The annual study is important because it helps us decide where to best use the City's 
limited resources,” said City Public Works and Utilities Director Greg MacLean. “We also use the data to 
determine where to seek federal funds to implement needed safety improvement projects.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 19, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Greg MacLean, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7566
Virendra Singh, Engineering Services, 441-7711                                                        

- more -



2007 Crash Statistics
February 19, 2009
Page Two

MacLean said the City receives an average of about $600,000 in federal safety funds annually.  These funds are 
used for safety projects like the recently approved  I-180 east ramp at Superior Street, which is in the design 
phase, and a roundabout at the south ramp terminal of Cornhusker Highway and 14th Street.   

Police Chief Tom Casady said motor vehicle traffic crashes cause far more damage, injury and loss of life in 
Lincoln than all crimes combined. “Traffic law enforcement reinforces compliance to protect all citizens, and it 
is an important priority for LPD,” he said. In 2007, LPD issued 47,997 official citations and 44,089 warning 
citations for traffic law violations.

Bruce Dart, Health Director of the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD), said  injuries from 
crashes are very preventable. The Department's educational efforts on pedestrian safety are coordinated by the 
local Safe Kids Coalition, which includes a traffic specialist from Public Works and Utilities and an accident 
investigator from LPD.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2007 CRASH STUDY

                                   2007               2006               2005               2004               2003  

Fatal
Injury
Property
Non-reportable*         

11
1,803
4,269
2,559              

9
1,777
3,709
2,089              

9
1,764
4,212
2,556              

6
1,960
4,496
2,582              

19
1,983
5,728
1,670  

damage        

TOTAL                     8,642              7,584              8,541              9,044              9,400  

* Non-reportable crashes are those in which no one was killed or injured and the estimated cost of damage is 
less than $1,000 (2006). That number has been adjusted through the years for inflation.

The trend for vehicle/bicycle crashes continues to show a decrease from 166 in 1985 to 139 in 2007.
The trend for vehicle/pedestrian crashes also shows a decrease from 130 in 1985 to 84 in 2007.
Average numbers of crashes for three types of intersections:

Intersection of two arterial streets with a traffic signal - 10.7 crashes
Intersection of two arterial streets with a stop sign - 3.9 crashes
Intersection of two local streets with no control - 1.2 crashes

Most common type of crashes:
Rear end - 29 percent
Right angle - 16 percent
Parking - 14 percent

The 2007 crash report is available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov.
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STIMULUS 
Final package headed to President’s desk.  
Congress quickly finalized a $789 billion 
economic stimulus bill (HR 1) this week.  By 
a vote of 246-183, the House approved the 
Conference Report for the final bill early this 
afternoon on a largely party line vote (7 
Democrats joined all Republicans present in 
voting no).  The Senate is expected to follow 
suit this afternoon or evening and the bill may 
be ready for President Obama’s signature as 
soon as Monday, meeting the ambitious 
deadline for passage that the congressional 
leadership imposed on itself last month. 
 
The final bill largely reflects the agreement 
reached earlier this week that garnered the 
support of three moderate Republican 
senators and paved the way for approval of 
the bill in the Senate.  That agreement shifted 
the Senate bill’s balance between spending 
and tax cuts more towards the tax cut side, 
reduced funding for the State Fiscal 
Stabilization Fund designed to provide 
general public education operating support to 
states and reduced or eliminated funding for a 
number of other programs, most notably $20 
billion for school and public college 
modernization.   
 
However, although the final bill remains 
below the overall cost limit put forth by the 
moderates as a condition of their support, the 
House leadership was able to restore some 
funding championed by many rank and file 
House Democrats.  Intense House-Senate 
negotiations continued until yesterday 
evening and were largely focused on fiscal 
stabilization and school modernization pieces.   
 
Local governments scored a number of 
victories in the final bill.  In addition to a 
number of provisions designed to ease 
municipal access to the credit and bond 
markets (see the related story below about the 

tax title of HR 1), the final bill addresses a 
number of top local government initiatives.  
Most notably, the final bill includes $3.2 
billion for the new Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) and $1 
billion for Community Development Block 
Grants (CDBG), a program the Senate bill 
had left out.  The final bill will also require, 
rather than permit as in earlier versions of the 
bill, the states to make at least half of all 
water and wastewater infrastructure funds 
provided by the stimulus available to local 
governments quickly and in the form of 
grants or negative interest loans. 
 
Other local government highlights include: 
 
• $4.7 billion for Broadband Technology 

Opportunity Grants, 
• $2 billion for Byrne Justice Assistance 

Formula Grants, 
• $1 billion for COPS Hiring Grants, 
• $210 million for fire station construction 

and modernization and 
• $100 million for Brownfields, 
• $150 million for Economic Development 

Administration grants, 
• $300 million for Diesel Emission 

Reduction Grants and 
• $1.1 billion for the Airport Improvement 

Program. 
 
The bill also provides $27.5 billion for 
highways, with 30 percent of the funds sub-
allocated to metropolitan planning 
organizations, $1.5 billion for competitive 
transportation grants and $6.9 billion for 
transit formula grants. 
 
The final bill also includes $230 million for 
trade adjustment assistance for communities 
affected by plant closures that was not 
included in any previous version of the bill.  
The bill makes qualifying communities 
eligible for strategic planning grants, with 
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preference given to small and medium-
sized communities, as well as for economic 
development grants to pursue adjustment 
projects identified in the community’s 
strategic plan.  It also provides $40 million 
in grants to community colleges and other 
educational institutions to improve training 
programs.  To qualify for these grants, the 
community college or other institution 
must partner with local community 
stakeholders, including employers and 
labor unions, to determine local workforce 
needs. 
 
A complete chart showing all stimulus 
programs of interest to local governments, 
including program details, is available at: 
http://www.capitaledge.com/StimulusChart
.pdf. 
 
FINANCE 
Tax portion of stimulus includes relief for 
municipal bond market.  The House-Senate 
compromise version of the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
includes a number of provisions that may 
be of interest to local governments, 
particularly language designed to increase 
activity in the municipal bond market. 
 
The largest single component of the nearly 
$300 billion tax title of the bill is the 
“Making Work Pay” Tax Credit, which 
will provide a refundable tax credit of up 
to $400 for individuals and $800 for 
couples.  It would phase out for taxpayers 
with an adjusted gross income in excess of 
$75,000 ($150,000 for couples). The 
benefit can be received through a reduction 
in the amount of income tax that is 
withheld from paychecks, or through 
claiming the credit on tax returns. 
 
Highlights of the tax title for local 
governments include: 
 
• Language lifting exemptions that will 

expand the ability of banks and other 
financial institutions to purchase 
municipal bonds; 

 
• Eliminating costs imposed on state 

and local governments by the 
Alternative Minimum Tax on private 
activity bonds; 
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• Delaying for one year the 
application of a 3 percent 
withholding requirement on 
payments for services to federal, 
state, and local governments; 

 
• Creating a new category of tax 

credit bonds – known as “Build 
America Bonds” -- for the 
construction, rehabilitation, or repair 
of public schools or acquisition of 
land on which a public school 
facility will be constructed; 

 
• Authorizing additional clean 

renewable energy bonds (CREBs) 
and qualified energy conservation 
bonds, and 

 
• Creating “Recovery Zone Bonds,” 

or tax credit bonds for investment in 
infrastructure, job training, 
e d u ca t io n ,  an d  e co n o mi c 
development in areas with 
significant poverty, unemployment 
or home foreclosures. 

 
It should be noted that the Government 
Finance Officers Association (GFOA) 
opposed the “Build America Bonds” 
option, as the organization believes it 
“could erode the current tax-exempt 
bond market and threaten the 
independence of state and local bond 
issuers.” 
 
Details on tax provisions of the stimulus 
of interest to local governments can be 
found on our website at: 
http://www.capitaledge.com/StimTax.pd
f 
 
AVIATION 
FAA reauthorization bill introduced in 
the House.  The Chairman of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee, James Oberstar (D-MN.) 
and Aviation Subcommittee Chairman 
Jerry Costello (D-IL) introduced this 
week a four-year reauthorization (HR 
915) of programs at the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). 
 
The measure would provide the FAA 
with $69.85 billion over the next four 
years and is very similar to the FAA 
reauthorization bill that the House 
passed easily in 2007 but died in the 
Senate.  It authorizes $38.9 billion for 

FAA operations, $13.4 billion for FAA 
facilities and equipment, $16.2 billion 
for the Airport Improvement Program, 
and $1.35 billion for research and 
development.  All of those funding 
levels are subject to the annual 
appropriations process in Congress. 
 
In addition to authorizing funding levels, 
HR 915 would also increase the current 
passenger facility charge from $4.50 to 
$7, which was also a component of the 
2007 bill. These charges are assessed per 
flight to help fund airport improvements, 
but commercial aviation groups oppose 
them strongly. 
 
The FAA reauthorization legislation also 
includes a provision that passed the 
House as a standalone safety bill in 2008 
to protect whistleblowers and implement 
a two-year “cooling off” period before 
former FAA safety inspectors can work 
for an airline. The final FAA bill will 
include a separate tax piece on how to 
fund FAA activities that will be handled 
by the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 
 
House T&I Committee Ranking 
Members John Mica (R-FL) criticized 
the proposal as nothing more than a 
“regurgitation” of the bill that failed in 
the 110th Congress.  Mica and other 
Republicans have voiced opposition to 
language that would require FAA to 
renegotiate its contract with air traffic 
controllers.  Oberstar has mentioned that 
this is one of the most pressing 
transportation issues of today, and new 
Department of Transportation Secretary 
Ray LaHood alluded to its importance to 
the Obama Administration during his 
confirmation hearing. 
 
As in 2007, the Senate stands in the way 
of Oberstar’s goal to move a multi-year 
FAA authorization.  At issue is the 
funding structure of the Airport and 
Airway Trust Fund, which currently 
relies heavily on taxes on airline tickets 
and fuel cells.  There continues to be 
support in the Senate for a Bush 
Administration proposal to eliminate 
these taxes and replace them with usage 
charges, which would place a heavier 
financial burden on general aviation 
operators, but lessen the burden on 
commercial airlines. 



 

The current authorization of the FAA 
expires on March 31 of this year. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
House approves water conservation bills.  
The House approved two pieces of 
legislation this week that are designed to 
promote water conservation and reuse. 
 
The Water Use Efficiency and 
Conservation Research Act (HR 631) 
would establish a research and 
d e ve l o p me n t  p r o g r a m a t  t h e 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
to examine technologies and processes for 
collecting, storing, treating, and reusing 
rainwater, stormwater, and “graywater,” or  
wastewater from sinks, baths, dishwashers, 
and other household products. 
 
The House also approved the Produced 
Water Utilization Act (HR 469) authorizes 
$20 million per year from FY 2010 
through FY 2014 for research at EPA on 
the environmentally sustainable utilization 
of produced water for agricultural, 
irrigational, municipal, and industrial uses, 
or other environmentally sustainable 
purposes.  “Produced water” is water from 
an underground source that is brought to 
the surface as part of the process of 
exploration for or development of coalbed 
methane, oil, natural gas, or any other 
substance to be used as an energy source. 
 
Both measures were approved by voice 
vote, and neither has a Senate counterpart. 
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GRANTS AND NOTICES 
 
Department of Justice 
The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) of 
the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) is 
seeking applications for Crime and 
Justice Research Grants. This funding is 
to be used for research on crime and 
justice topics relevant to State and/or 
local criminal and juvenile justice policy 
and practice. Priority research areas for 
FY 2009 are: Predicting Crime, 
Emerging Crime, Human Trafficking, 
Re-entry, Preventing Crime Related to 
Gangs, Improving the Criminal Justice 
System: Prosecution and Defense, and 
Reduction of Correctional Populations. 
NIJ expects to award 100 research grants 
this year. Applications for the Crime and 
Justice Research funding are due April 9, 
2009 through www.grants.gov. To view 
the full announcement, see: 
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/sl000
869.pdf 
 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities 
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) is currently accepting 
applications for Preservation Assistance 
Grants. These grants help institutions 
improve their ability to preserve and care 
for their humanities collections. 
Preservation Assistance Grants may be 
used for general preservation 
assessments; consultations with 
professionals to address a specific 
preservation issue, need, or problem; 
purchase of storage furniture and 
preservation supplies; purchase of 
environmental monitoring equipment for 
humanities collections; education and 
training and previously funded projects. 
NEH will award 30 grants for up to 
$6,000 each for preservation assistance. 
Applications are due at www.grants.gov 
on May 14, 2009. The grant guidance is 
available at: 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pa
g.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony Hawk Foundation 
The Tony Hawk Foundation is currently 
accepting applications for the Spring 
2009 Skatepark Grants.  The principal 
focus of these grants is to encourage and 
facilitate the design, development, 
construction, and operation of new 
skateboard parks and facilities located in 
low-income communities in the United 
States.  The Foundation may offer 
technical assistance on design and 
construction, promotional materials, 
training materials, and safety 
information. The maximum grant award 
is $25,000 and applications are due by 
March 2, 2009. For more information 
and to view the online application, visit: 
http://www.tonyhawkfoundation.org/gra
nt_application.asp. 
 
  
  















NEWS RELEASE 
 

Lincoln City Libraries - 136 S. 14th Street - Lincoln, NE  68508 
402-441-8500; library@lincolnlibraries.org; www.lincolnlibraries.org 

 
 

FOR RELEASE: February 17, 2009 
CONTACT:  Vicki Wood, Youth Services Supervisor 
PHONE:  402-441-8565 
E-MAIL:  v.wood@lincolnlibraries.org 
 
 

 
NORTH STAR HIGH SCHOOL STEP TEAM 

Performance at Library March 14th 

 
Lincoln City Libraries invites young and old to experience the high energy presentation by the 
North Star High School  E-N-T Step Team on Saturday, March 14th  from 2 to 3 p.m. at the 
Bennett Martin Public Library, 136 So. 14th Street.   
 
In addition to performing routines, the team will provide a general history of step and the 
opportunity to learn basic steps.  The E-N-T Step Team at North Star High School was formed in 
2003 and currently has 14 members from all grade levels.  E-N-T Step Team won first place at 
the annual Wesleyan Step Show/Competition in November 2008. 
 
This program is supported by the Bennett Martin Public Library Teen Advisory Board  
 
 For additional information call Youth Services at 441-8566. 
 

### 



NEWS RELEASE 
 

Lincoln City Libraries - 136 S. 14th Street - Lincoln, NE  68508 
402-441-8500; library@lincolnlibraries.org; www.lincolnlibraries.org 

 
 
FOR RELEASE: February 17, 2009 
CONTACT:  Vicki Wood, Youth Services Supervisor 
PHONE:  402-441-8565 
E-MAIL:  v.wood@lincolnlibraries.org 
 
 

JACK GLADSTONE PUBLIC PERFORMANCE 
Blackfeet Singer, Songwriter, Storyteller 

 
 
Jack Gladstone, a Grammy-nominated Blackfeet singer/songwriter, will present his popular “Blackfeet 
Legends of Glacier National Park” program on Tuesday, March 3rd, 6:30 p.m. at Lincoln City 
Libraries’ Eiseley Branch Library, 1530 Superior Street. 
 
Jack Gladstone grew up in the rich oral tradition of the American West.  Many of the stories Jack 
shares were related to him by his Blackfeet grandmother.  She recounted the stories of her life and 
the mythology of their Blackfeet Indian people.   

In 1985, Jack founded a lecture series for Glacier National Park, organizing and delivering 
presentations focusing on Blackfeet history and culture. The interweaving of mythology and song is 
so popular that the "Native American Speaks" series has just completed its twelfth season and was 
recently presented, by The Council for American Indian Interpretation, an award for "excellence in the 
interpretation of American Indian culture." 

The library’s March 3rd program is a public performance during Mr. Gladstone’s week-long visit to 
Lincoln schools as part of Nebraska StoryArts’ StoryConnect program.  This library program is open 
to the public at no charge.  Reservations are not required.  For more information, contact Vicki Wood, 
Youth Services Supervisor, at 441-8565. 

 

### 
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Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2009 1:32 PM
Subject: Residential Land Inventory - Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department

The residential land inventory as of January 1, 2009 has been posted to our web page.  You may access this file at 
lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/databank/resland/Jan09.pdf.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the Planning Department at 402‐441‐7491 or at plan@lincoln.ne.gov. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
 



MEMORANDUM
 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DATE: 

CC: 

City Council 

Marvin Krout, Planning Director 

Questions on Annexation 08010 (Bill #09-16) 

February 18, 2009 

Tom & Linda Gapp 
Mayor Beutler, Greg Maclean, John Hendry 

Per the request from Councilman Svoboda, the following responses are to questions 
emailed by Tom & Linda Gapp regarding Annexation 08010 between 66th and 84th 

Street, south of Pine lake Road. 

1)The wordage in the staff report on a 70th street water line is "brought forward with 
renewed demand and... a 1-2 year lead time". What is renewed demand, and can I be 
assured of a water line in two years if I begin development ofmy 33 acres? 

If someone is interested in developing their property, typically the developer will 
contact Public Works and Utilities about the status of the needed improvements. 
If a needed water or sewer line is not currently in place, but is listed in the Capital 
Improvement Program, the City would work with the developer on the 
appropriate construction timing of the improvement. If the needed utility passes 
through numerous properties not controlled by the developer, it may take one to 
two years, or even more depending upon the complexity, to design and obtain all 
the easements to permit construction. In some past cases, the developer may 
have had to build the improvement initially, and then be repaid later. 

2) This water line in 70th Street, that was delayed from the 200312004 CIP, had a cost 
of $670,000 before it was dropped. Is that a cost to the city or to the annexed property 
holders by way of assessment districts? 

The water main in S. 70th Street is not planned to be constructed by assessment 
district. The intention is that the water main would be funded and built by the 
City. As stated in the staff report (pages 3 and 4 of the City Council Fact Sheet) 

Lincoln City-lancaster County Planning Department
 
555 S. 10th St., Rm. #213. Lincoln NE 68508
 
Phone: (402) 441-7491 • Fax: (402) 441-6377
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"There is a water main in South 84th Street from Yankee Hill Road extending 
north, and in South 70th Street to Pine Lake Road. Water is generally available to 
serve the area proposed for annexation, however those properties south of Pine 
Lake Road fronting South 70th Street on the west may require an extension of 
the water main in South 70th Street. The City had appropriated funds in the 2004­
2005 Capital Improvements Program to install this main, but placed the plans on 
hold pending requests from developers needing the service. Those plans could 
be brought forward with renewed demand, and would require approximately a 1­
2 year lead time." 

3) Have sewer plans for Clarendon Hills already been planned and what will the cost be 
to the city and lor to the landowners, either directly or by assessment district? How by 
area would the assessment districts be formed? 

The City is not requiring property owners to hook to City water and sewer upon 
annexation. Thus, there aren't any specific engineering plans for new sewer 
lines. As was stated in the "Common Questions About Annexation" that was 
mailed to all the property owners and is available on the web: "Any property 
owner within an area could request the City create a sanitary sewer assessment 
district for the purpose of having a sanitary sewer line constructed. However, this 
assessment district would have to first be approved by the City Council after a 
public hearing. The City Council could then approve or deny the assessment 
district. If a district is approved, the City constructs the sewer line and abutting 
property owners pay the assessment over a twenty-year period." In addition, the 
property owners benefitting from the water or sewer service would pay the 
normal semi-monthly utility fees. 

4) Why was the land south of the railroad tracks removed from this annexation as 
originally proposed? 

The land south of the railroad tracks was moved to Annexation 08029 since it 
was within the Lancaster County Rural Water District #1 (RWD) boundaries. The 
City and RWD met in the fall of 2008 to discuss a potential one-time settlement 
that would reimburse the District for land annexed within their boundaries. In 
December 2008 the RWD requested additional time to consider this matter. 
Thus, the City placed the land within the RWD in a separate annexation that will 
be forwarded to the Planning Commission and City Council as soon as the issue 
is resolved. None of the nine annexations on the City Council agenda for 
February 23 rd 

, 2009 public hearing involve land inside the RWD boundaries. 
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5) Why are properties that are under annexation agreements exempt from this process 
when they are the cause, and thus they may not be in the city for many years? 

As was also stated in the "Common Question" mailing, the annexation policy for 
the City is stated in the 2030 Lincoln/ Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan on 
page 154. Specifically in regards to annexation agreements, the Plan states: 
"Annexation generally implies the opportunity to access all City services. 
Voluntary annexation agreements may limit or otherwise outline the phasing, 
timing or installation of utility services (e.g., water, sanitary sewer), and may 
include specific or general plans for the private financing of improvements to the 
infrastructure supporting or contributing to the land uses in the annexed area. 
The annexation of large projects may be done in phases as development 
proceeds." In the past, many times the developer in an annexation agreement is 
constructing and financing one or more needed infrastructure improvements in 
multiple phases. The developer may agree to this arrangement in part because 
the annexation of their large undeveloped property is also being done in phases. 

6) The revenue and cost estimates from the draft of July 14, 2008 seem to be very 
incomplete by leaving out the actual cost to property owners of the sewer and water 
assessment districts. Could an accurate report pe made available? 

The cost estimates in the July 200B/report focus on the costs and revenue to the 
City. Any future water and sewer districts may not be requested by the property 
owners for years or decades and may not involve any cost to the City so they 
were not included. 

7) Will sidewalks, street lights, and/or curb and gutter be a requirement in the future? 

No, these items are not required with annexation. As was stated in the Common 
Questions: "Areas that do not have street lights are not required to install them 
upon annexation. Ornamental street lights can be done by an assessment district 
process that requires a majority of the affected owners to sign the requesting 
petition. The City Council then holds a public hearing on the proposed 
assessment district and would have to approve it before the ornamental lights 
could be constructed." 

"Annexation does not require the installation of sidewalks or street trees either. 
The City Council has the authority to order sidewalks constructed on any street. 
Current City policy is to focus sidewalk assessment districts in areas along 
school routes, arterial streets and areas ofsignificant pedestrian traffic. Again, 
for streets that end in cul-de-sacs oLde~d ends that receive little pedestrian 
traffic, the city has not pursued requiring sidewalk construction." If a property 
requests to subdivide or develop their property, then these improvements may 
be required. 
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8) Will the city mow the ditches as the county currently does? 

No, in general, all property owners within the city limits are required to maintain 
the land between their property line and the curb line. For example, in the City 
property owners mow the grass between the curb and sidewalk even though it is 
in the public right-of-way. Thus, in areas where there isn't a sidewalk, the 
property owners still mow the grass out to the curb or edge of the pavement. 

Q:\CC\annex 08010 questions.wpd 
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BILL #09-20 

:ANNEXATION NO. 08016 

(NW 48th & I-80) 

Law Offices
 
Duane J. Dowd
 

220 North 89th Street, Suite 201
 
Omaha, Nebraska 68114
 

402-391-5033
 

February 18,2009 

Lincoln City Council 
555 South 10th Street, #III 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Re: Annexation No. 08016 

Dear Council Members: 

I represent Dowd Grain Company, Inc. which owns approximately 25 acres in the 
Northwest quadrant of the 1-80 and 48th Street interchange. This land is included in proposed 
Annexation No. 08016. 

Dowd Grain's land, along with all of the land located north of 1-80, is 100% fann land 
and is surrounded by farmland not in nor contiguous to the City of Lincoln. There is no viable 
commercial access to Dowd Grain's land and there are no houses, people or buildings. 
Development of this land, particularly in the current economic climate, is years away. 

The cumexation of Dowd Grain's land will result in the loss of Greenbelt status and cause 
approximately $4,50000 in additional real estate taxes to be levied against the property each 
year. Since the land will not be developed for a number of years this results in a significant 
hardship. 

In summary, we believe that the non-urban character of the land, the lack of a need for 
city services, the length of time until viable development of the land is economically feasible, 
and the lack of any rational justification for what amounts to the warehousing of rural land by the 
city, creates significant legal issues that could render this annexation invalid. 

We urge you to consider the above factors and vote against the annexation of the land 
which is located north ofI-80, or, at the very least, to separate the land located north ofI-80 from 
this annexation package and lay it over for consideration in 2010 or later. 

RECEIVED
 
FEB 18 2009 

UncolnILancaster Co 
flaMIng Department 



"Nicole F. Tooze" 
<ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/19/2009 12:28 PM

To CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc Tammy J Grammer <TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, "Edwin 
X. Kouma" <ekouma@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Greg S. MacLean" 
<gmaclean@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Marvin S. Krout" 

bcc

Subject Little Salt Creek Watershed Plan

Attached is some information regarding the Little Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan.  
There is a public open house to provide an update on this plan on Tuesday February 24 
from 5:00-7:00 pm at the Lower Platte South NRD.  The Council should be receiving a 
“Watershed News” newsletter today, but it is also attached in an electronic format for 
your reference.  
 
The watershed plan is a joint project of the City of Lincoln and the NRD.  It is the 6th 
watershed plan to be completed for Lincoln and its future growth area.  Two committees 
-  a Citizen Advisory Committee and a Technical Advisory Committee - have assisted 
the project team by providing input into the development of the plan.  The plan is 
expected to be completed this summer, following which requests will be made to the 
City Council and County Board for adoption into the City-County Comprehensive Plan.  
Consistent with other watershed plans, a floodplain mapping update is also being 
completed in conjunction with the study.  
 
Attached are some materials for your review.  If there is time remaining at the end of 
your pre-councils on Monday, we would be happy to discuss it.  Otherwise, if you have 
any questions, feel free to contact me via email or at 441-6173.  
Thank you!  Nicole Fleck-Tooze
 
Attachments:
Watershed News newsletter
Power Point Presentation 
Future Land Use Map
CIP Project Location Map
Draft Floodplain Map with Aerial (shows current adopted and proposed update)
Draft Floodplain Map without Aerial (shows proposed update only)
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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 City of Lincoln and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District (NRD)
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Watershed
News

Little Salt Creek Watershed Progress Summary

(Continued on page 2)

HYDROLOGY AND HYDRAULICS
One of the components of the Little Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan is determining the location of the 100-year floodplain 
boundary and base flood elevations utilizing the most current information available. This information is necessary for future 
planning of the basin to protect future homes and businesses from flood hazards, and to provide guidance for sustainable urban 
growth in the watershed. 
The source of the current floodplain boundary is the Flood Insurance 
Rate Map (FIRM) provided by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) through the National Flood Insurance Program.  The 
current floodplain information is from the late 1970s and is now out of 
date. Through the City’s Cooperating Technical Partnership program 
with FEMA, the process required to update the FIRM has been incor-
porated into this watershed study so that the technical information for 
this study will be developed in a format ready to submit to FEMA.
This component of the study reflects strategies in the City-County 
Comprehensive Plan to continue to develop a comprehensive, water-
shed approach to floodplain mapping and to continue to improve its 
accuracy. The study uses the latest technology and data available in 
order to keep the floodplain maps as accurate and reliable as possible. 
The FEMA floodplain maps show the 100-year floodplain, or a flood 
that has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 
Preliminary 100-year floodplain limits have been prepared and are in 
the process of being refined by the project team.
The city anticipates utilizing the detailed study for the purposes of 
regulating the floodprone areas at such time as the study information 
is completed. However, the official FEMA flood status of areas within 
the Little Salt Creek Watershed will not be modified until the maps 
have been reviewed, accepted, and published by FEMA. This process 
could take a year or two following final submittal to FEMA. The process will include a public comment period and a public 
meeting before the maps become official.
Preliminary floodplain map exhibits will be available for review at the next public open house scheduled for Tuesday, February 
24, 2009, at the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District office, 3125 Portia Street in Lincoln.

PRELIMINARY WATERSHED RECOMMENDATIONS
The project team has identified 18 stream stability Capital Improvement Projects (CIPs). The general locations of the proj-
ects are shown on the Capital Improvements Project Location Map. Projects 1 through 10 are grade controls along the main 
stem immediately downstream of bridge crossings. The main stem is incising, and continued incision will cause erosion that 
could compromise bridge footings and stability. Sediment released from incision and subsequent bank failures could threaten 
property and natural resources along the channel. These grade controls will hold the profile grade of the channel, reducing 
the erosion and sediment released. 
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Projects 11 through 18 are stilling basins at the outfall of 
existing culverts. Channel erosion and incision have caused 
eight existing culvert outfalls to be perched from one to 
three feet above the channel, thereby threatening the stabil-
ity of the culverts. The stilling basin at the downstream end 
of the culvert will dissipate energy and protect the outfall. 
The watershed Master Plan also recommends implement-
ing a riparian corridor program in the watershed to protect 
and help prevent erosion of the channel bed and bank. The 
riparian corridor restoration program could be implemented 
using one of the existing volunteer tree planting programs 
available to landowners through the NRD or USDA.
Six Structural Improvement Projects are also recommended 
as part of the Master Plan study. These projects include 
existing bridges or culverts at major paved roads with in-
adequate capacities that cause water to flow over the road 
during a 10-year storm event. The recommended improve-
ments include removing the existing bridge and replacing 
it with a new bridge capable of passing a 25-year storm 
event without topping the roadway. Typically these proj-
ects would come into effect when the bridge or culvert is 
replaced due to the structural condition or due to a new road 
project. Some Natural Resource Projects are also recom-
mended as part of the Master Plan study. 

Progress Summary (cont.)

WATER QUALITY
As part of the Little Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan, both 
water quality and bio-assessment testing were performed. The 
water quality and bio-assessment sampling locations are shown 
on the Water Quality and Bio-assessment Sampling Locations 
Map. The sample locations were chosen at specific locations in 
the watershed to distinguish how the tributaries influenced the 
results. Sample locations were also matched with a previous 
bio-assessment study performed in 2000 where applicable.
The water quality assessment included collecting water qual-
ity samples at up to ten locations. Dry weather samples were 
collected at each location and analyzed for Day 5 Biological 
Oxygen Demand (BOD5), Total Suspended Solids (TSS), and 
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) or Electrical Conductivity (EC). 
The dry weather samples were collected in November 2008. 
The preliminary water quality testing results conclude that salt-
tolerant organisms (both macro-invertebrates and algae) are 
abundant in the watershed at the northern most sampling site 
(W. Rock Creek Road). Generally, the relative abundance of 
salt-tolerant organisms increased from upstream to downstream 
on the main stem. The concentration of total dissolved solids 
(TDS) increases from upstream to downstream along the main 
stem. The preliminary bio-assessment results indicate that the 
sediments are hypoxic (low oxygen), particularly at the Arbor 
Road site. This could be caused by the high nutrient loading or 
by warm water temperatures in the summer.
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The Little Salt Creek Citizens Advisory Commit-
tee represents interests from the Salt Creek water-
shed and the community as a whole and serves as 
a resource for the project team in development of 
a Master Plan for watershed management.  The 
committee serves on behalf of the citizens who 
live or work in the watershed or who may be im-
pacted by the findings of the study.
The committee provides input regarding recom-
mendations developed by the team. They are asked 
to review project study findings, raise questions 
and make recommendations and share information 
among themselves, the public they represent and 
the project team.  

Citizens Advisory 
Committee  (CAC)  

Citizens Advisory Committee 
Members

Doug Emery Don Linscott

David Grimes Jack Nagel

Gary Hellerich Gene Petersen

Don Helmuth David Potter

Chris Helzer Harold Roper

Larry Hudkins Dave Sands

Merle Jahde Vicky Wheeler

Susan Kuck Mark Whitehead

The mission of the Technical Advisory Committee is to provide techni-
cal advice and expertise to the project study team.  The TAC reviews 
project elements, findings and recommendations as provided by the 
project team during the course of the study.  TAC members are expect-
ed to provide comments at the formal meetings and through informal 
communications between meetings.

Technical Advisory 
Committee  (TAC)  

 Technical Advisory Committee Members

John Bender Nebraska Dept. of Environmental Quality

Terry Genrich City of Lincoln, Parks and Recreation

Thomas Malmstrom City of Lincoln, Parks and Recreation

Bob Harms U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Tierney Brosius University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Edwin Harvey University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Leon Higley University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Steven Spomer University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Ted LaGrange Nebraska Game and Parks Commission

John Moeschen U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Doug Pillard Lancaster County Engineering

Dennis Schroeder Natural Resource Conservation Service

Dan Schulz Lower Platte South NRD

Ed Ubben Lower Platte South NRD

Q. What is your role in the project? 

The Lower Platte South NRD and City of Lincoln jointly fund a number of natural 
resource studies and projects.  My role is to be the NRD’s representative to make sure 
the study addresses the NRD’s concerns, provide input on all phases of the process 
and provide some historical perspective that will help us jointly develop a successful 
study for the public.

Q. What got you interested in conservation and resource management? 

Growing up, I enjoyed outdoor activities such as hiking with my family, hunting 
and fishing.  I also worked for area farmers walking beans, putting up hay and about 
everything else, so I learned the importance of conservation and resource manage-
ment.  That interest led me to other conservation related part-time jobs, on to college 
to study natural resources and then working for the NRD.

Q. What are your day-to-day duties with LPSNRD?
I spend a lot of time working on projects and programs that the NRD Board of 
Directors has established to assist with conservation efforts and resource manage-
ment.  These projects, programs and responsibilities bring me in touch with a lot 
of landowners, agencies and the general public.  The NRD has a wide variety of 
responsibilities so it seems like there’s always something new going on.

Meet the Team 
Paul Zillig

Assistant Manager
Lower Platte South 

Natural Resources District
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Heartland Center for Leadership Development

650 “J” Street, Suite 305-C

Lincoln, NE  68508

City of Lincoln and Lower Platte South Natural Resources District

For more information go to the project website at: lincoln.ne.gov keyword: watershed

OPEN HOUSE 
LITTLE SALT CREEK 

WATERSHED MASTER PLAN

Tuesday, 
February 24, 2009

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Presentation at 5:30 pm

Lower Platte South NRD 
Conference Room

3125 Portia Street

Lincoln, NE  68501

The Project Team

This is a joint project led by the City of Lincoln and 
the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District 

(NRD). 
The consulting team is comprised of Intuition and 
Logic in association with PBS&J, Terracon, the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and Heartland 
Center for Leadership Development. For more 

information, contact:

Ed Kouma
Lincoln Public Works Department

Phone: (402) 441-7018  Fax: (402) 441-8609
E-mail: ekouma@lincoln.ne.gov

Paul Zillig
Lower Platte South Natural Resources District
Phone: (402) 476-2729  Fax: (402) 476-6454

E-mail: pzillig@lpsnrd.org
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Little Salt Creek Little Salt Creek 
Watershed Master PlanWatershed Master Plan

City Council City Council 
InformationInformation

February 19, 2009February 19, 2009

Watershed Master PlanningWatershed Master Planning
•• City/NRD ProjectCity/NRD Project

W t h d M tW t h d M t•• Watershed Master Watershed Master 
Plans CompletedPlans Completed
–– Beal SloughBeal Slough
–– SE Upper Salt CreekSE Upper Salt Creek
–– Stevens CreekStevens Creek

Cardwell BranchCardwell Branch–– Cardwell BranchCardwell Branch
–– Deadman’sDeadman’s RunRun
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Little Salt Creek Watershed Master PlanLittle Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan
Goals & ObjectivesGoals & Objectives

GoalGoal -- Develop longDevelop long--term planning tools and term planning tools and 
improvement projects to address water quality, improvement projects to address water quality, 
fl d t d t t bilit dfl d t d t t bilit dflood management, and stream stability and flood management, and stream stability and 
provide guidance for sustainable urban growth in provide guidance for sustainable urban growth in 
the watershedthe watershed

Study ObjectivesStudy Objectives
•• Public involvementPublic involvement
•• Update floodplain mapsUpdate floodplain mapsUpdate floodplain mapsUpdate floodplain maps
•• Identify flooding, erosion, and water quality issuesIdentify flooding, erosion, and water quality issues
•• Consider sensitive environmental resourcesConsider sensitive environmental resources
•• Recommend capital projectsRecommend capital projects
•• Develop guidelines for future development Develop guidelines for future development 

Watershed CharacteristicsWatershed Characteristics

•• Rural watershed primarily agriculturalRural watershed primarily agricultural•• Rural watershed, primarily agriculturalRural watershed, primarily agricultural
•• ~1,200 acres in Lincoln’s Future Service Limit~1,200 acres in Lincoln’s Future Service Limit
•• Incising streamsIncising streams
•• Poor water qualityPoor water quality
•• Erosive soilsErosive soils
•• Saline wetlands and seepsSaline wetlands and seeps
•• Salt Creek Tiger Beetle habitatSalt Creek Tiger Beetle habitat
•• Saltwort T&E plant speciesSaltwort T&E plant species
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Natural ResourcesNatural Resources
•• AgricultureAgriculture

CroplandCropland–– CroplandCropland
–– PasturePasture
–– Native PrairieNative Prairie

•• EnvironmentalEnvironmental
–– Tiger BeetleTiger Beetle

Saline WetlandsSaline Wetlands–– Saline WetlandsSaline Wetlands
–– SaltwortSaltwort

•• Streams/WaterwaysStreams/Waterways

USDA

Stream StabilityStream Stability
•• Geomorphic data Geomorphic data 

CollectionCollectionCollection Collection 
•• Stream Stream 

characteristicscharacteristics
•• Identify potential Identify potential 

future stream future stream 
characteristicscharacteristicscharacteristicscharacteristics
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•• Water quality Water quality 

Water QualityWater Quality

samplingsampling
–– 10 sites10 sites

•• BioBio--assessment assessment 
samplingsampling
–– 6 sites6 sites

•• Previous water Previous water 
quality samplingquality sampling

Watershed Master Plan Watershed Master Plan 
RecommendationsRecommendations

•• Capital improvement projectsCapital improvement projects•• Capital improvement projects Capital improvement projects 
•• Bridge and culvert projectsBridge and culvert projects
•• Adopt updated floodplain mappingAdopt updated floodplain mapping
•• Update drainage criteriaUpdate drainage criteria
•• Riparian corridor enhancementRiparian corridor enhancement
•• Natural resource opportunitiesNatural resource opportunities
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Capital Capital 
Improvement Improvement 

ProjectsProjects

•• 18 stream stability 18 stream stability 
improvement improvement 
projectsprojects
–– 10 grade controls10 grade controls
–– 8 culvert outflow 8 culvert outflow 

protections protections 

Bridge and Culvert ProjectsBridge and Culvert Projects

•• 6 bridge and culvert projects6 bridge and culvert projects•• 6 bridge and culvert projects6 bridge and culvert projects
• 4 bridge replacements
• 2 culvert replacements

•• For completion with other roadway For completion with other roadway 
improvements by City or Countyimprovements by City or County
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Floodplain Floodplain 
MappingMapping

•• Last updated early Last updated early 
1980’s1980’s

•• FloodproneFloodprone Area Area 
updatedupdated

•• Floodway Floodway 
delineateddelineated

•• Significant portion Significant portion 
of floodplain of floodplain 
outside Lincoln’s outside Lincoln’s 
ETJETJ

Update Drainage CriteriaUpdate Drainage Criteria

RecommendationsRecommendations•• RecommendationsRecommendations
–– Water quality BMPsWater quality BMPs
–– Dispersive soils testingDispersive soils testing
–– Conservation culvertsConservation culverts
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Riparian Riparian 
Corridor Corridor 

EnhancementEnhancement

•• Watershed Watershed 
Management Management 
ProgramProgram

•• Implemented Implemented 
using existingusing existingusing existing using existing 
programsprograms

Natural Resource OpportunitiesNatural Resource Opportunities

•• Wetland Wetland 
enhancementenhancementenhancementenhancement

•• Habitat Habitat 
enhancementenhancement

•• Wetland Wetland 
creationcreation

USDA
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Public InvolvementPublic Involvement
•• Open House Open House 
•• NewslettersNewsletters•• NewslettersNewsletters
•• WebsiteWebsite

• lincoln.ne.gov
• Keyword “watershed”

•• Citizens Advisory Citizens Advisory 
Committee Committee 

Little Salt Creek Watershed Master PlanLittle Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan
Project TimelineProject Timeline

TASKS
2008 2009

Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct NovFeb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

Floodplain Mapping

Data Gathering & 
Analysis

Master Plan Report 
Developmentp

Open Houses

Citizens Advisory 
Committee Meetings







· DRAFT FLOODPLAIN MAP UPDATES

LITTLE SALT CREEK WATERSHED

Legend
ETJ Boundary

Little Salt Creek Basin

City Limit

Draft Floodway

Draft Floodprone Area

FEMA Floodplain
Printing Date: February 18, 2009
File: D:\Requested Maps\Ed  Request\LittleSaltCreek_DraftFloodPlain_Map_8x11a.mxd

Ashland Rd
Saunders County

Lancaster County

February 18th, 2009





"Greg S. MacLean" 
<gmaclean@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/13/2009 03:56 PM

To Dan K Marvin <DMarvin@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

bcc

Subject Dan Marvin Questions:  Response

Dan,
 
This email is in response to your request for information on February 5, 2009.  Please find your original 
requests followed by our response to each.
 
Your Request 1:  "I am asking that your department provide me a list of all of the directed 
impact fee projects approved by the Lincoln City Council. I would like the list to be provided 
in the following format: "
 

Description of 
project 

Date approved by 
the Council 

Amount of 
directed impact 
fees 

For what type of 
facility (water / 
sewer/ road) 

Amount of funds 
received from 
developer 

Date 
received 

XYZ 
development 

11/02/2006 1,000,000 Water / Roads 500,000 12/01/2006 

 
•        Response:  Please see attached file – “Dan Marvin DIF Data 2-13-09.PDF”
 
Your Request 2:  "Second, prior to the use of "directed impact fees" your department 
regularly used "exactions".  I would like to know if there are any funds in escrow from prior 
"exactions". "
  
Response:  Rick Peo of the City Attorney’s Office has provided the following:

 
“Prior to the adoption of the impact fee ordinance and the Supreme Court decision upholding 
its validity, the City of Lincoln required developers seeking annexation and a change of zone 
from agricultural to a higher density residential use or commercial use to make certain 
improvements to the City’s public infrastructure necessitated by the proposed development.  
These requirements are classified under the law as exactions.  Normally, these public 
improvements were required to  be installed at the developer’s own cost and expense and 
constructed under the City’s executive order construction process.  Under the executive order 
construction process a bond, escrow or other security agreement to guarantee the 
improvement was provided to the City prior to the executive order being executed by the 
Mayor.  Upon completion of the public improvement the escrow was released.
 
On occasion, when the public improvement was constructed as a City project, the exaction 
the City required was a cash contribution to reimburse the City for the developer’s 
proportionate share of the cost of a public improvement.  If payment of the contribution was 
deferred the payment was guaranteed by the posting of a bond, escrow or other security 
agreement.  The security was released upon payment of the required contribution.  During 
the time the impact fee ordinance was being litigated, the City required developers make a 
contribution in an amount equivalent to impact fees which would have been imposed but for 
the impact fee ordinance being declared invalid.  Payment of this contribution was secured 



by an escrow agreement.  However, pursuant to the terms of those agreements the escrows
were released when the impact fee ordinance was declared valid and enforceable.”

 
•         
Your Request 3:  "Third, I would like an itemization of all of the projects and dollar amounts 
that used the 2006 Highway Allocation Bond funds (HB). The list should identify the project, 
and the amount HB funds used to build that project. I want a complete accounting of all 
funds associated with that bond issue."
 
Response:  Please see attached file –“Dan Marvin HWY Allocation Bond Data 2-13-09.PDF" 
•       
As requested in your email on February 11th, we have disregarded your request for information on 84

th
 

and Adams.
 
Please contact my office if you have any questions or require additional information.
 
Sincerely,
 
Greg MacLean
Director of Public Works & Utilities
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.



Councilman Dan Marvin - Request:  02/10/09   -   DIRECTED IMPACT FEE PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL

WATER

Description of Project Date Annexation
Approval

Resolution or
Agreement

Number
Projected Amount of Directed

Impact Fees for
Payments to Developer(s)

from Impact Fee funds
Payments to Developer(s)

from OTHER funds

Firethorn - 06/11/2007 84405 $70,035
 84th and Pioneers

Grand Terrace - 06/27/2006 18742 $0
 84th and Highway 2

84th and Rokeby - 09/11/2006 18796 $0

Highland View - 06/26/2006 18755 $269,712
NW 12 and Alvo Road

Jensen Park Estates - 09/25/2006 18812 $0
S. 84th and Yankee Hill Road

Northbank Junction - 09/25/2006 18806 $0
N 50th and Arbor Road

North Forty Golf Course - Part of Prairie Village agreement $0
N 84th and Adams (south and west) 

Prairie Village - 02/07/2007

,
18735,
18878 $0

N 84th and Adams (east and North)

Southwood Lutheran - 05/02/2006 18711 $0
S 40th and Rokeby

Southwest Village - 07/11/2006 18737 $301,636
S folsom and West Denton Road

Waterford Estates - 05/02/2006 18715 $682,670 $223,555.00
N 98th and Holdrege

Wilderness Hills 06/30/2006 82842 $0
South 27th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Commons 12/17/2008 85188 $0
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Heights 12/17/2008 85189 $0
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Woodlands at Yankee Hill Road 04/02/2007 18908 $0
East of 70th and South of YHR

Prepared by:  M.Dugan 
02/13/2009



Councilman Dan Marvin - Request:  02/10/09   -   DIRECTED IMPACT FEE PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL

WASTEWATER

Description of Project Date Annexation
Approval

Resolution or
Agreement

Number
Projected Amount of Directed

Impact Fees for
Payments to Developer(s)

from Impact Fee funds
Payments to Developer(s)

from OTHER funds

Firethorn - 06/11/2007 84405 $0
 84th and Pioneers  

Grand Terrace - 06/27/2006 18742 $0
 84th and Highway 2

84th and Rokeby - 09/11/2006 18796 $1,511,447

Highland View - 06/26/2006 18755 $281,726
NW 12 and Alvo Road

Jensen Park Estates - 09/25/2006 18812 $0
S. 84th and Yankee Hill Road

Northbank Junction - 09/25/2006 18806 $227,941
N 50th and Arbor Road

North Forty Golf Course - Part of Prairie Village agreement $0
N 84th and Adams (south and west) 

Prairie Village - 02/07/2007

,
18735,
18878 $561,819 $27,736.00

N 84th and Adams (east and North)

Southwood Lutheran - 05/02/2006 18711 $169,874
S 40th and Rokeby

Southwest Village - 07/11/2006 18737 $60,000
S folsom and West Denton Road

Waterford Estates - 05/02/2006 18715 $547,485
N 98th and Holdrege

Wilderness Hills 06/30/2006 82842 $0
South 27th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Commons 12/17/2008 85188 $0
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Heights 12/17/2008 85189 $0
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Woodlands at Yankee Hill Road 04/02/2007 18908 $606,934
East of 70th and South of YHR  

Prepared by:  M.Dugan 
02/13/2009



Councilman Dan Marvin - Request:  02/10/09   -   DIRECTED IMPACT FEE PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL

STREETS

Description of Project Date Annexation
Approval

Resolution or
Agreement

Number
Projected Amount of Directed

Impact Fees for
Payments to Developer(s)

from Impact Fee funds
Payments to Developer(s)

from OTHER funds

Firethorn - 06/11/2007 84405 $47,684
 84th and Pioneers

Grand Terrace - 06/27/2006 18742 $0
 84th and Highway 2

84th and Rokeby - 09/11/2006 18796 $5,132,475

Highland View - 06/26/2006 18755 $1,228,984
NW 12 and Alvo Road

Jensen Park Estates - 09/25/2006 18812 $281,233
S. 84th and Yankee Hill Road

Northbank Junction - 09/25/2006 18806 $1,037,168
N 50th and Arbor Road

North Forty Golf Course - Part of Prairie Village agreement $0
N 84th and Adams (south and west) 

Prairie Village - 02/07/2007

,
18735,
18878 $5,711,893

N 84th and Adams (east and North)

Southwood Lutheran - 05/02/2006 18711 $657,449
S 40th and Rokeby

Southwest Village - 07/11/2006 18737 $1,810,207

Waterford Estates - 05/02/2006 18715 $2,699,102
N 98th and Holdrege

Wilderness Hills 06/30/2006 82842 $1,060,239 $498,543.00
South 27th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Commons 12/17/2008 85188 $2,796,667
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Heights 12/17/2008 85189 $1,753,177
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Woodlands at Yankee Hill Road 04/02/2007 18908 $4,136,715
East of 70th and South of YHR

Prepared by:  M.Dugan 
02/13/2009



Councilman Dan Marvin - Request:  02/10/09   -   DIRECTED IMPACT FEE PROJECTS APPROVED BY THE LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL

PARKS

Description of Project Date Annexation
Approval

Resolution or
Agreement

Number
Projected Amount of Directed

Impact Fees for
Payments to Developer(s)

from Impact Fee funds
Payments to Developer(s)

from OTHER funds

Firethorn - 06/11/2007 84405 $244,678
 84th and Pioneers

Grand Terrace - 06/27/2006 18742 $0
 84th and Highway 2

84th and Rokeby - 09/11/2006 18796 $5,132,475

Highland View - 06/26/2006 18755 $1,228,984
NW 12 and Alvo Road

Jensen Park Estates - 09/25/2006 18812 $281,233
S. 84th and Yankee Hill Road

Northbank Junction - 09/25/2006 18806 $1,037,168
N 50th and Arbor Road

North Forty Golf Course - Part of Prairie Village agreement $0
N 84th and Adams (south and west) 

Prairie Village - 02/07/2007

,
18735,
18878 $5,711,893

N 84th and Adams (east and North)

Southwood Lutheran - 05/02/2006 18711 $657,449
S 40th and Rokeby

Southwest Village - 07/11/2006 18737 $1,810,207
S folsom and West Denton Road

Waterford Estates - 05/02/2006 18715 $2,699,102
N 98th and Holdrege

Wilderness Hills 06/30/2006 82842 $1,060,239
South 27th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Commons 12/17/2008 85188 $2,796,667
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Wilderness Heights 12/17/2008 85189 $1,753,177
South 40th and Yankee Hill Road

Woodlands at Yankee Hill Road 04/02/2007 18908 $4,136,715
East of 70th and South of YHR

Prepared by:  M.Dugan 
02/13/2009



Highway Allocation Bonds Reconciliation

Revenues

Bond Proceeds 27,267,330
Less: Bond Issuance Costs (232,610)

Net Bond Proceeds 27,034,720

Interest Income, Inception to Date 1,862,627

Total Revenues 28,897,347

Expenditures

S Yankee Hill / 40-56th Street 106,378
W Cuming (Arnold Heights School) 16,133
S 27th St/ Pine Lake/Yankee Hill 2,509,578
Pine Lake Rd, 84th to 98th 1,948,595
Adams St, 75th to 84th 3,156,005
W Adams, NW 56th to NW 48th 1,449,423
Fletcher Ave, 14th to Telluride 666,668
98th St, Swy 2 to Pine Lake Rd 23,513
W Denton, Folsom to Amaranth 114,630
Alvo Road, NW 12th to N 16th 35,303
South St, 8th to 18th St 2,199,263
ITI access off Warlick 119,138

Total CIP Projects 12,344,627
Less: Retainages (372,630)

Total Expenditures 11,971,997

Revenues less Expenditures, Inception to Date 16,925,350



<bcasari@neb.rr.com> 

02/12/2009 03:28 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <jcarlson@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject City Council Meeting, February 23, 2009 at 5:30 pm.  Re: 
Near South  and Everett Neighborhoods Blight Study.

HONORABLE LINCOLN CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

I respectfully request your approval  of the blight designation  of the Near 
South Neighborhood and the Everett Neighborhood.  Revitalization for  these 
two neighborhoods  would be an asset for the entire community and for those 
who visit the city.  These neighborhoods  proximity to the State Capitol 
Building detract from  what is considered to be one of this nation's 
outstanding architectual structures.

I believe recognition  of the centrality of the Near South Neighborhood and of 
the Everett Neighborhood to the city center  itself and to the integrity of 
the State Capitol Building goes back at least as far as the NEBRASKA CAPITOL 
ENVIRONS COMMISSION report and recommendations on this area  of approximately 
1983.

Most respectfully yours,

Burke Casari
1436 C Street
Lincoln, Ne.  68502-1429
bcasari@neb.rr.com



Robert D Stock 
<rstock2@unlnotes.unl.edu> 

02/13/2009 12:21 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject #08015

I am writing to urge support of the council for item MISC #08015.

Thank you,

Robert  and Barbara Stock,
1611 B St. 68502



Scott Baird 
<scottbaird2@gmail.com> 

02/16/2009 08:17 AM
Please respond to

<scottbaird@aya.yale.edu>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination

I am writing to support the recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight 
and Substandard Determination.
 
No one visits Lincoln, whether from other parts of Nebraska or another part of the country, 
without driving by the State Capitol.  It is the most prominent, interesting and significant 
building in town.  When they do drive by, they see run down properties.  Anyone who reads the 
paper is even more aware of the problems occurring in and near these buildings.
 
The substandard and blighted designation will help to strengthen this visible and important part 
of Lincoln.  The Near South Neighborhood Association is committed to helping improve the 
quality of life for neighbors here.  We are not just asking for the city to do something, we are 
willing to contribute too.  Volunteers from the Near South helped to create the 2006 Focus Area 
Plan which recommended a blight study for this area.  Today we have volunteers who are ready 
to help with the next steps – organizing community meetings, drafting development plans and 
encouraging private investors and developers to take advantage of the business opportunities that 
will also help to lift this neighborhood.
 
The designation recommended by this study will help to attract these investors by allowing the 
city to consider useful financing tools.  It is an important part of this effort, which is why I hope 
that you will support the recommendations of this determination.
 
Scott Baird, President
Near South Neighborhood Association



Wayne Boles 
<WBOLES@telesis-inc.com> 

02/17/2009 09:48 AM

To "'Diane K. Gonzolas'" <dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc Chris Beutler <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, Don Wesely 
<donwesely@neb.rr.com>, "gwinters@journalstar.com" 
<gwinters@journalstar.com>, 'Michael Nelson' 

bcc

Subject City of Lincoln's Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial Celebration

 
Congratulations, Diane, on a job well done, professionally, creatively, accurate historically, graciously, generously, 
honestly and heroically.  Thank you for advocating the choice of Doris Kearns Goodwin as our keynote speaker!  
Henceforth, I will never doubt your psychic powers.  Only you knew she would become America's favorite 
chronicler.
 
Very sincerely,
 
Wayne
  



























John Heineman 
<jheine@lps.org> 

02/19/2009 08:15 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination.

/I am writing to support the recommendations of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.//

The substandard and blighted designation will help to strengthen this
visible and important part of //Lincoln//. The Near South Neighborhood
Association is committed to helping improve the quality of life for
neighbors here. We are not just asking for the city to do something, we
are willing to contribute too. Volunteers from the Near South helped to
create the 2006 Focus Area Plan which recommended a blight study for
this area. Today we have volunteers who are ready to help with the next
steps – organizing community meetings, drafting development plans and
encouraging private investors and developers to take advantage of the
business opportunities that will also help to lift this neighborhood.

The designation recommended by this study will help to attract these
investors by allowing the city to consider useful financing tools. It is
an important part of this effort, which is why I hope that you will
support the recommendations of this determination.

John Heineman, home owner
1412 E Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
/

 - jheine.vcf



Pam Knott 
<PamK@abcelectric.net> 

02/19/2009 08:37 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Near South Neighborhood

Please consider designating the Near South Neighborhood as blighted. My family lives here and we love our home 
and the diversity of our neighborhood, but we see many problems that need help. The alley behind our house at 
1421 C is a good example of this but only a small part of what should be repaired. 

We are committed to doing all we can to improve our property, now the city needs to take an interest in the most 
historic part of our city and do what it can to make it shine.

Thank you

Pam Knott



"Brohman, Mark" 
<mark.brohman@nebraska.go
v> 

02/19/2009 08:50 AM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination

Council Members,

I would like to voice my personal support for the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and 
Substandard Determination.  I administer the Ferguson House at 700 South 16th Streetand see 
this neighborhood everyday.  The City needs to do everything it can to revitalize this historical 
neighborhood.

 

I hear time and again about how dangerous the surrounding neighborhood is becoming because 
of drug and prostitution arrests.  Driving through the neighborhood every day I see run down 
properties and lack of pride concerning houses, apartments and yards.  Establishing a blighted 
designation will help bring investment into the neighborhood and help turn around the 
downward spiral.

 

Thank you for your consideration.

 

mark.brohman@nebraska.gov

Mark A. Brohman

Executive Director

NebraskaEnvironmental Trust

700 S. 16th Street

P.O. Box94913

Lincoln, NE68509-4913

402-471-6795

 



Avery Klein 
<aklein@digitalriver.com> 

02/19/2009 09:31 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capital Redevelopment

 

I am writing in support of the recommendations of the South Capital Redevelopment Area Blight 
and Substandard Determination.

 

The State Capital is a focal point not just the downtown area, but all of Lincoln.  Since the 
Capital area is an obvious area of focus for both Lincoln residents and visitors, why doesn’t 
Lincoln put forth some more effort to improve the area.  This would naturally help the efforts of 
rejuvenating the downtown area as well.

 

  We need people that are willing to come in and help improve the dilapidated properties.  What 
better way to help attract investors than offering some helpful financing options.   Designating 
the area as substandard and blighted would be an important part of this effort.

 

There is also strong support from the neighborhood and nearby residents.  The Near South 
Neighborhood Association has shown that they are committed to helping improve the 
neighborhood for everyone that lives there. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration in this important issue.

 

Avery Klein

Near South NeighborhoodProperty Owner and Resident

 



<bengel12@aol.com> 

02/19/2009 09:35 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination

I am writing to support the recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight 
and Substandard Determination.

I own a converted duplex at 1244 and 1242 "C" St. in the designated area, which is one of the 
reasons I hope that you will support the recommendations of this determination. I am hoping this 
designation will help to lift the values and quality of life in this neighborhood and the city in 
general.

I believe the designation recommended by this study will help to attract more investors by 
allowing the city to consider useful financing tools. This is important to me, which is why I hope 
that you will support the recommendations of this determination.

Robert J. (Bob) Engel
1620 So. 22nd St.
Lincoln NE 68502
(402) 474 4127

 

Access 350+ FREE radio stations anytime from anywhere on the web. Get the Radio Toolbar! 



<shidobe@aol.com> 

02/19/2009 09:52 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Near South

As a resident of the Near South neighborhood of Lincoln, I've seen some promising signs as well 
as a fair number of decline in "my" area of town. I was contacted by the Near South 
Neighborhood Association President Scott Baird to support the approval of the South Capitol 
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. He also had the letter that he had 
written to you in support of this act. I agree with absolutely everything Scott said, so I am 
simplying copying his letter. I do thank you in advance for your consideration and support of this 
act.

I am writing to support the recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight
and Substandard Determination.
 
No one visits Lincoln, whether from other parts of Nebraskaor another part of the country, 
without driving by the State Capitol.  It is the most prominent, interesting and significant 
building in town.  When they do drive by, they see run down properties.  Anyone who reads the 
paper is even more aware of the problems occurring in and near these buildings.
 
The substandard and blighted designation will help to strengthen this visible and important part 
of Lincoln.  The Near South Neighborhood Assoc iation is committed to helping improve the 
quality of life for neighbors here.  We are not just asking for the city to do something, we are 
willing to contribute too.  Volunteers from the Near South helped to create the 2006 Focus Area 
Plan which recommended a blightstudy for this area.  Today we have volunteers who are ready 
to help with the next steps – organizing community meetings, drafting development plans and 
encouraging private investors and developers to take advantage of the business opportunities 
that will also help to lift this neighborhood.
 
The designation recommended by this study will help to attract these investors by allowing the 
city to consider useful financing tools.  It is an important part of this effort, which is why I hope 
that you will support the recommendations of this determination.

Sincerely,

Sue Wilson
1447 Garfield
Lincoln, NE 68502
 

A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above.  See yours in just 2 easy steps! 



Scotte Hansen 
<shansen@bslcomaha.org> 

02/19/2009 10:03 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Thank you and Note regarding upcoming vote

Thank you to you all for serving in the positions in which you serve.

 

I simply want to voice my opinion as a resident of the near south neighborhood that may aid you in a decision in an 
upcoming vote.

 

I am writing to support the recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination. I believe it will aid the residents and volunteers to better make improvements around the capital 
area, near where I live.

 

Thank you for considering my opinion in your upcoming deliberations.

 

Scotte Hansen

926 S 22nd St

Lincoln, NE 68510

 

 



Cheryl Richter 
<cherylrichter@ftandp.com> 

02/19/2009 11:03 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Blight Determination, Impact Fees, and Arena

Greetings Council,

 

We have lived in the Near South Neighborhood for 31 years.  Improving the area around the Capitol is one of the 
best things that can be done for Lincoln.  In addition to making the area more appealing to visitors it needs to be 
made safer for the people who live there.  The population density needs to be reduced.  Old apartments could be 
replaced with individual residences or town homes built in the original style of the neighborhood.  These homes can 
be built without increasing taxes for impact fees since the streets and utilities are already there.  With the housing 
market as it is it makes me angry to have my taxes subsidize builders of McMansions.  We don’t need to keep 
building further out.  This just wastes many assets including auto gas which contributes to global warming.  These 
distant subdivisions create the need for additional schools.  Its time for using common sense and this blight 
determination if handled correctly could be a start.

 

On another issue, I am appalled at the money being wasted studying the need for a 14,000 seat arena.  How could 
that make it if the LiedCentercan’t even fill 1,400 seats?  Most of Lincolncannot afford the $100 or more ticket 
price that many entertainers would be charging.  People who can afford it would rather go to Omahaor Kansas City.  
For the rest of rural Nebraska, buying the tickets, paying for gas, food, and a motel would be more than they make 
in a week.  The saying “If you build it, they will come”, just isn’t so.  A good example—the State Fair. 

 

Thanks for listening, 

Cheryl Richter   



Dika Eckersley 
<viking2@alltel.net> 

02/19/2009 10:32 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Near South

I am writing to support the recommendations of the South 
Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination. 

I have lived in the Near South Neighborhood since 1981. I 
would never entertain the idea of living somewhere else in 
Lincoln. It should be the pride of Lincoln. To my dismay it 
seems that with the expansion of Lincoln further and further 
from the center this area once the pride of Lincoln has been 
allowed to deteriorate. 
 
Your sincerely,
Dika Eckersley



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  -

1. Letter from Terry Uland, President, Downtown Lincoln Association - RE: In
Support for the approval of the South Capitol Area Blight Study. 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, Community Learning
Centers To Host Neighborhood Summit. 

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of February 21
through 27, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.  

DIRECTORS - None 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS - 

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN - 

1. E-Mail from Richard K. German - RE: Claim Against the City of Lincoln - to his
accident on January 16, 2009.  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL -  

1. E-Mail from Randy Fleming - RE: In Support of the proposed South Lincoln
Redevelopment and Blight Area.

2. E-Mail from Pam Manske - RE: In Support to blight the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area.  

3. E-Mail from Butch Rohren - RE:  Firefighters Contract/Negotiations.



-2-

4. E-Mail from Carmen Maurer - RE: In Support of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 

5. E-Mail from Kurt Wulser - RE: In Support of the South Capitol Redevelopment
Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 

6. E-Mail from Jerry Wolf - RE:  Firefighters Contract/Negotiations.

7. E-Mail from Jay Snyder - RE:  Firefighters Contract/Negotiations.

8. E-Mail and Material from Shelley R. Sahling-Zart, LES - RE: The Surface
Transportation Board (STB) Orders $345 Million in Rate Relief.   

9. E-Mail from Ron Miller - RE: In Support of the South Capitol Redevelopment
Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 

          10. E-Mail from Douglas Naegele - RE: In Support of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.

          11. William J. Wood, President, Real Estate Owners and Managers Association - 
RE: In Support of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard
Determination. 

   
          12. E-Mail from Cliff Thomas - RE: Firefighters Contract/Negotiations.    

          13. E-Mail from Deanna Turner, Director of Trinity Infant & Child Care Center - 
RE: South Capitol Blight Study.   

          14. E-Mail from Erin Glenn-Hash - RE: Support of South Capitol Blight Designation.

daadd022309/tjg  



More than 100 people representing 22 Lincoln public schools will attend a Neighborhood Summit from 8 to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, February 21 at Everett Elementary School, 1123 “C” St.  The summit is intended to 
strengthen school connections with neighborhoods and create action steps to improve the community. The 
summit is a joint project of Community Learning Centers (CLC) and Mayor Chris Beutler's Stronger Safer 
Neighborhood Initiative. 

Jon Carlson, Mayoral Aide and Stronger Safer Neighborhoods Manager, said the summit grew out of the 
working partnership with CLCs and schools. “Strong schools are critical for strong neighborhoods,” said 
Carlson. “We have been coordinating our revitalization efforts with schools and the broader efforts of the CLCs 
to improve student learning and development, strengthen families and create healthier neighborhoods.”

Carlson said the Neighborhood Summit will provide information about on-going community improvement 
resources and activities. Breakout groups will create action steps for each of the 22 groups.  The goal is for the 
groups representing the schools to develop improvement activities tailored for their specific neighborhoods.

“One of the CLCs' main goals is to strengthen neighborhoods,” said Cathie Petsch, Co-Coordinator of the CLC 
initiative. “The 22 CLC schools will team up with neighborhood families, businesses, churches and residents to 
form School Neighborhood Advisory Committees (SNAC) that will work to improve their neighborhoods.”

A SNAC includes parents, youth, neighborhood residents, educators, community-based organizations, 
businesses and service providers.  Each CLC site or pair of sites has a SNAC, which is responsible for planning 
assistance, communication and oversight.  Petsch said SNACs reflect the uniqueness and diversity of each 
school and its surrounding neighborhood.

The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods Initiative will help the CLC SNACs implement their plans.   The activities 
developed at the summit could include neighborhood clean-ups, school landscaping, crime watch and paint-a-
thons.  “We want residents to choose the improvements that will work best for them,” Carlson said. “Our goal is 
to help strengthen the people and things that make neighborhoods special places to live, work and go to school.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 20, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jon Carlson, Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, 441-7224

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

STRONGER SAFER NEIGHBORHOODS, COMMUNITY
LEARNING CENTERS TO HOST NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMIT

- 30 -



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of February 21 through 27, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: February 20,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Saturday, February 21

Wednesday, February 25

Tuesday, February 24

Monday, February 23

Thursday, February 26

Friday, February 27

Special Olympics 2010 Law Enforcement Torch Run “Polar Bear Plunge” - 11 a.m., Holmes Lake,
64th and Normal entrance
V-Day fund-raiser for domestic violence services, remarks - 7 p.m., Rococo Theater, 13th and “M” streets

Project ALL luncheon, remarks - 12:15 p.m., Lazlo's, 710 “P” St.

KFOR “Lincoln Live” - 11 a.m., Three Eagles Communications, 3800 Cornhusker Hwy.

League of Nebraska Municipalities mid-winter conference, welcome - 8 a.m., Cornhusker Marriott,
333 S. 13th St.

League of Nebraska Municipalities Senator Appreciation Luncheon - noon, Cornhusker Marriott

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
KLIN Morning Show - 8:10 a.m., Broadcast House, 4343 “O” St.
News conference - 10 a.m., topic and location to be announced

CNBC interview on Lincoln's economy with Aaron Burnett and Mark Haines - 9 a.m., NET,
33rd and Holdrege streets
Luncheon for U.S. Representative Adrian Smith - 11:30 a.m., Cornhusker Marriott



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 20, 2009 
 
 
Lincoln City Council 
555 So. 10th Street 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
 
Dear City Council Members: 
 
On behalf of the Downtown Lincoln Association (DLA) Executive Committee, I wish to 
express our support for the approval of the South Capitol Area Blight Study.  The 
condition of this area, located on the south edge of downtown, has a significant influence 
on the downtown environment.   
 
The approval of the blight study and the groundwork that it lays for enhanced community 
development efforts is significant for downtown for several reasons:   
 

• A high crime rate and dilapidated properties in this neighborhood negatively 
impact downtown businesses and perception of the downtown. 

• Nationwide, downtowns are negatively affected when communities have allowed 
neighborhoods surrounding a downtown to deteriorate. 

• Housing investment that the blight study would make possible will contribute to 
downtown vitality.   

• Increasing investment helps maintain momentum for the downtown and core 
neighborhoods and support a positive public opinion for downtown projects. 

 
We urge you to vote for the blight designation for the South Capitol Area.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Terry Uland, President 
Downtown Lincoln Association 
  



"german69@huskers.unl.edu" 
<german69@huskers.unl.edu
> 

02/21/2009 09:25 PM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Claim Against the City of Lincoln

History: This message has been forwarded.

Dear Robin Eschliman,

This is my letter addressing my claim against the City of Lincoln. In regards 
to my accident on January 16th 2009. Originally in meeting with Marcee 
Brownlee, I was instructed to file the claim for the full amount of the 
damages. That damages came out to an amount just shy of $4,000. The accident 
occurred on Trinidad Street in North Lincoln in the 14th and Humphrey 
neighborhood. As I exited the round-about to go south on Trinidad towards 
Blanca Street my truck spun out slightly sending it sideways into a light 
pole. The light pole was knocked to the ground and that is where my truck 
acquired its damage. I understand that it is the responsibility of a driver to 
keep his or her vehicle on the road and to be cognizant of the driving 
conditions. Where the discrepancy arises is that, though there was bad weather 
on the previous night. Great caution was served in my leaving and returning to 
my residence; although when I was driving back to my house at around noon the 
road conditions had greatly improved and were cleared from UNL's campus all 
the way north on 14th street to Humphrey and even down Humphrey Street. This 
is why there was really no reason to assume any additional caution in exiting 
the round-about. The lack of road maintenance in this neighborhood on this 
specific day was not up to any sort of standard. After the sun beamed down and 
the snow somewhat melted and refroze, the condition of the road was similar to 
that of a frozen lake. There was no salt, sand, plowing, or any other form of 
trying to make the roads that Lincoln citizens drive on safe and up to 
adequate standards. If this is the policy of the City of Lincoln to not take 
care of some areas of Lincoln and simply "cross its fingers" that nothing 
happens, then this is the kind of situation The City of Lincoln will have to 
accommodate. As I inquired with Ms. Brownlee, I should just request the amount 
of my deductible and rental for the week that my truck was being repaired. My 
deductible was $500.00 and the rental was $150.00. I am requesting that the 
city of Lincoln recognize that I am a college student and that kind of 
financial obligation is very much unbearable. Aside from that fact, there was 
an added degree of difficulty that I suffered from that stress and 
interference to my schedule, as a college student, from this accident. It is 
my understanding, from both Marcee Brownlee and my insurance company, that 
State Farm has the right to go back after the city to redeem its loss. A loss 
that would have been clearly prevented if the city took the proper measures 
necessary to protect its citizens in cases following poor weather conditions.
I request that the city sees fit to grant my claim for $650.00 for the January 
16th 2009 incident.

Richard K. German



RANDY FLEMING 
<auctioneer_32@msn.com> 

02/19/2009 06:36 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject SOUTH LINCOLN REDEVELOPMENT AND BLIGHT AREA

I WOULD LIKE TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED SOUTH LINCOLN REDEVELOPMENT 
BLIGHT  DETERMINATION. THIS AREA NEEDS ALL THE HELP IT CAN GET. RANDY 
FLEMING  WE  HAVE PROPERTY AT THE 23RD AND E AREA. THANKS FOR YOUR  
SUPPORT.



Pam Manske 
<pam@primesites.org> 

02/19/2009 06:55 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc "scottbaird@aya.yale.edu" <scottbaird@aya.yale.edu>

bcc

Subject So. Capitol Blight

To:  My City Council Member --
Please support the determination to blight the South Capitol Redevelopment
Area.  This determination is necessary to the long term viability of the
entire near south neighborhood.
Thank you,
Pam Manske
1832 S. 24 Street
Lincoln, NE  68502
402/438-6050



Butch Rohren 
<brohren@neb.rr.com> 

02/20/2009 12:32 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fireman Union

If the Fireman’s union refuses to have their people work, do like President Regan did with the Air Traffic 
Controllers – fire them for non performance of their duties.  There are a lot of people who are hungry and need 
work.  I would rather have beginners who are willing to learn than to have a bunch of union thugs who are trying to  
run the show .  As a tax payer, these people work for me not the union.  They can either get with the program or join 
the bread line.  

 

It appears that the tail is trying to wag the dog.

 

Thanks



Carmen Maurer 
<cmaurer@nebraska.edu> 

02/20/2009 04:41 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination

I am contacting my city council to express my support of the blighted
designation for the South Capitol Redevelopment Area.  Two years ago, I
made serious efforts to find a home and move onto Goodhue Blvd.  I looked
at properties for more than a year, hoping to be part of a serious
revitalization to a street that should be a "signature" address in Lincoln.
I found absentee owners unwilling to sell, or properties too far beyond
repair for one woman to fix on a middle-class income.  Instead, I settled
for moving into a lovely home four blocks to the east, but it is still my
hope to someday live on Goodhue.

I simply want you to know that there's a demand for owner occupied homes,
conveniently located near our city's large government and university
employers.  As people seek a simpler life-style and a shorter, more
energy-efficient commute, the demand will only grow.  I hope that this
blighted designation will provide the vision, means and incentives to meet
that demand.  Please approve the blighted designation and continue to
support revitalization at what could be the most desirable address in
Lincoln.  Thank you.
_____________________________________________
Carmen Maurer, Near South Neighborhood Resident
1929 C St.
Lincoln, Nebraska



K Wulser 
<kwulser@unlserve.unl.edu> 

02/20/2009 05:09 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Near South Blight Area

Just a note to express my support for the South Capital Redevelopment
Area Blight and Substandard Determination.

Kurt Wulser



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/20/2009 06:00 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Jerry Wolf
Address:  7711 So. 41st Stree
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:    402-488-5298
Fax:
Email:    jwolf@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
This is for the City Council as a whole regarding the Fire Dept. of Lincoln.
1.  The economy as a whole is in shambles at this time.  There are very few 
private company positions that are getting any raises at this time, some are 
taking pay cuts just to get by.
2.  Government empoployees are now paid at a much higher wage than the general 
private sector employee.  Government is to serve the people not for the people 
to serve government and this is what is happening now with wages.
3.  We should not pay any hours for Fire Dept. employees to do union work.  
This should be outside of the City employment and union members should do this 
without City pay.
4.  4% this is crazy and now I find out they are getting another 2% to 4% in 
step wages.  I can support no more than a 1 % increase.  I believe the police 
dept. settled for a little over 1%.  Why should the Fire Dept receive more?
5.  If the Fire Dept. employees do not want to work for the wages we the 
people say, then they need to find another job as there a numberous people who 
would love to take over their jobs!!!
6.  We should have no guaranteed staffing of 4 people per truck.  I know the 
police are at this time below the minimum staffing in many areas.  I would 
rather have the police dept. staffed at  full levels and have the fire dept. 
at a lesser staffing level.

I URGE YOU TO REJECT THIS CONTRACT AND OFFER NO MORE THAN
A 1% RAISE.  IF THE FIRE DEPT. DOES NOT WANT THIS, THEN THEY CAN FIND ANOTHER 
JOB!!!

JERRY WOLF



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/20/2009 06:01 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Jay Snyder
Address:  8140 Stockwell Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
I am absolutely opposed to the upcoming Lincoln Fire and Rescue Union contract 
being presented for a vote on Monday. The terms of this agreement, given their 
past increases, current pension funding levels, and current economic 
conditions, is out of line. I propose 2% maximum, eliminate any language 
relative to minimum staffing requirements, and lower the requested hours to be 
spend on union activities to 500 hrs.

Folks, we're in a recession, lower the cost of this agreement to the tax 
payers. Send it back to the mayor to renegoiate it or let it go to collective 
bargening.



<SSahling@les.com> 

02/21/2009 12:57 PM

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc <TBundy@les.com>, <DCurry@les.com>

bcc

Subject STB Orders $345 Million in Rate Relief

Mayor Beutler and Members of the Lincoln City Council:

We received word earlier this week that the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) has ruled in our favor in our rail rate case and awarded Western
Fuels and Basin Electric (the operator of the Laramie River Station) $345
million in rate relief!  The news release is attached and you have probably
seen local news reports as well.

As you are aware we have been contesting since 2004 the rates charged by
Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) to haul coal to the Laramie River
Station.  Prior to 2004 we had been under a long term contract with BNSF.
When the contract expired, BNSF was not interested in negotiating a new
contract and instead put Laramie deliveries on a common tariff which
essentially doubled the rate we had been paying.  As a captive shipper with
only one rail source to the plant, Basin Electric, on behalf of all of the
other owners of Laramie, filed a petition with the federal Surface
Transportation Board (STB) challenging that the new rates were
unreasonable.  The evidence in our case showed that BNSF was charging us a
rate that was more than 500% above BNSF's own costs of delivering the coal
which would amount to more than $1 billion in increased costs to the
Laramie owners and their ratepayers over the next 20 years.

When determining whether a rate is reasonable, the STB requires a showing
that you can design, build, and operate your own hypothetical railroad at a
lower cost than the railroad is charging you.  This requires hiring
railroad experts to help you design the imaginary railroad.  At no time is
the railroad ever required to justify its rates or prove its costs.  We had
originally concluded our case at the end of 2005.  We were awaiting a final
decision from the STB when the STB in 2006 decided to change the rules in
how it evaluates these rate cases which ultimately resulted in the STB
awarding us zero relief in 2007.  The STB acknowledged that the change in
rules may have prejudiced our case and we were allowed to resubmit a
revised case utilizing the new rules.  The final arguments in the case were
heard last fall which brings us to this week's decision.

The Laramie owners have spent more than $6.5 million on this case and have
now been awarded significant rate relief.  The STB awarded $100 million in
immediate rate relief and ordered BNSF to reduce its rates to Laramie by
more than 60% through 2024.  The STB is estimating the total value of the
relief awarded at about $345 million.  LES' share of Laramie is a little
over 10%.  While this is very good news for LES and our customers, it may
be some time before we receive a check from this award.  It's highly likely
that BNSF will appeal this decision.  Assuming we prevail in any appeal
BNSF may take, it could still be one to three years before we receive any
funds.

We are pleased that the STB has finally sent a message to BNSF that
unreasonable rates will not be tolerated.  If you have any questions about
this decision, please give me a call.



(See attached file: STB News Release.doc)

Shelley R. Sahling-Zart
Vice President & Assistant Counsel
Lincoln Electric System
Ph. (402) 473-3204
Fax (402) 475-9759

NOTE: This electronic message and attachment(s), if any, contains information 
which is intended solely for the designated recipient(s).  Unauthorized 
disclosure, copying, distribution, or other use of the contents of this 
message or attachment(s), in whole or in part, is prohibited without the 
express authorization of the author of this message.

 - STB News Release.doc



 

 
 

   
FOR RELEASE  Contact: Dennis Watson
02/18/2009 
(Wednesday) 

 (202) 245-0238

No. 09-04  FIRS 1 (800) 877-8339
  www.stb.dot.gov
 
 

  

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD ORDERS $345 MILLION IN RATE RELIEF & 
DAMAGES FOR A CAPTIVE UTILITY PLANT 

   
 
The Surface Transportation Board issued a decision today granting an estimated $345 
million in reparations and rate reductions from the BNSF Railway (BNSF) to Western Fuels 
Association, Inc. and Basin Electric Power Cooperative, Inc. (collectively, "the Utilities"). 
The Utilities had challenged the railroad transportation rates charged by BNSF to haul 8 
million tons of coal each year from mines in Wyoming's Powder River Basin to their 
electric-generating plant in Moba Junction, WY. The utility plant is captive to BNSF and 
provides electricity into grids serving consumers in Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, 
Nebraska, New Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming. 
 
 
In today's decision, the Board found the transportation rates BNSF charged the Utilities—
which are now roughly six times the variable cost of providing service—to be unlawfully 
high. BNSF was ordered to lower its transportation rates by approximately 60%, as the 
Board's stand-alone cost (SAC) test demonstrated that in 2009 the maximum lawful rate for 
this traffic cannot exceed a revenue-to-variable cost (R/VC) ratio of 240%. This results in 
the single largest award to a captive shipper by the Board. BNSF is obligated to promptly 
reimburse the Utilities for approximately $100 million in overcharges from 2004 through 
2008. The exact amount of damages due the Utilities depends upon the volume of coal 
transported from the various PRB mines between 2004 and 2008. Following its usual 
practice, the Board instructed the parties to confer and resolve the precise amount of 
damages due the Utilities, and bring any disputes to the Board's attention for resolution. In 



addition, BNSF must also immediately lower its current transportation rates to the R/VC 
levels prescribed in this decision, and keep the rates below the prescribed level through 
2024. 
 
 
In announcing today's decision, Board Chairman Charles D. Nottingham said, 
 
"Today's unanimous and bipartisan decision demonstrates the Board's commitment to 
delivering strong regulatory oversight over the freight rail market when necessary to 
protect captive shippers from monopoly pricing. The ultimate beneficiaries of this 
decision are consumers in Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Wyoming who are served by this captive 
electric utility plant. Those customers have been bearing the burden of these 
unreasonably high transportation rates in their monthly electric bills, a burden they 
should no longer be forced to bear." 
 
 
The Board issued its decision today, February 18, 2009, in Western Fuels Association, Inc., 
and Basin Electric Power Cooperative v. BNSF Railway Company, STB Docket No. 42088. 
That decision is available for viewing and downloading, via the Board's Web site at 
http://www.stb.dot.gov, under "E-LIBRARY," then under "Decisions & Notices," beneath 
the date "2/18/09." 
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ronmiller 
<RMILLER25@neb.rr.com> 

02/21/2009 07:12 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject So. Capital Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard 
Determination

As a concerned citizen of the Near South Neighborhood, I am  writing to support the recommendations of the South 
Capitol Redevelopment Area  Blight and Substandard Determination.
 
No one visits Lincoln, whether from other parts of Nebraska or  another part of the country, without driving by the 
State Capitol.  It is  the most prominent, interesting and significant building in town.  When  they do drive by, they 
see run down properties.  Anyone who reads the paper  is even more aware of the problems occurring in and near 
these  buildings.
 
The substandard and blighted designation will help to  strengthen this visible and importand part of Lincoln.  The 
Near South  Neighborhood Association is committed to helping improve the quality of life for  neighbors here.  We 
are not just asking for the City to do something, we  are willing to contribute too.  Volunteers from the Near South 
helped to  create the 2006 Focus Area Plan which recommended a blight study for this  area.  Today we have 
volunteers who are ready to help with the next steps -  organizing community meetings, drafting development plans 
and encouraging  private investors and developers to take advantage of the business opportunities  that will also 
help to lift this neighborhood.
 
The designation recommended by this study will help to attract  these investors by allowing the city to consider 
useful financing tools.   It is an importand part of this effort, which is why I hope that you will  support the 
recommendation of this determination.
 
Thank You.
 
Ron Miller
2049 South 19th Street
Lincoln, NE   68502



do Naegele 
<donaegele@yahoo.com> 

02/22/2009 03:50 PM
Please respond to

<donaegele@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Capitol Redevelopment

Dear Council members,
 
I support approval of the South Capitol Redevelopment area Blight and Substandard 
Determination.  I know it will be good for our community.
 
Douglas Naegele
1805 B St
Lincoln, NE 68502



William Wood 
<wmwood@windstream.net> 

02/23/2009 07:45 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <reomasec@aol.com>, Jon 
Carlson <jcjc@navix.net>, Jon Carlson 
<joncarlson@alltel.net>

cc

bcc

Subject South Capitol Area Blight Study

Chair Eschliman and Council Members:

I am writing in support of your adoption of the blight study and
designation for the South Captiol Area.  My association, the Real Estate
Owners and Managers Association (REOMA) is made up of approximately 135
owners and managers of rental real estate in Lincoln.  Our membership
runs from owners and managers of a few rental units to large companies
that own or manage a substantial number of units.  Our membership has a
substantial investment in the South Capitol Area.  During the past 25
years we have watched this area slip from a nice residential area where
owners and tenants stayed for decades to an area for a transient
population.  Fewer and fewer individuals wish to own and live in single
family homes in this area.  If the trend is not turned around soon it
will be too late to make a difference.  Hopefully the blight designation
will be a first step in revitalizing this area.  REOMA supports the
blight designation.

William J. Wood,
President
Real Estate Owners and Managers Association
808 "D" Street
Lincoln, NE  68502



cliff thomas 
<cwthomas92@windstream.n
et> 

02/23/2009 08:19 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject FireFighters Contract/Negotiations

To All Council Member:
 
I have been following the information provided over  the radio regarding the fire fighter 's contract that is currently 
under  discussion.  Although I have not followed the complete negotiation process,  I am concerned about 
several parts of the contract.  First, the 4%  raise it out of line, second, the hazardous pay is out of line and if part of  
the existing contract should remain unchanged.  In addition, the fire chief  needs to retain the flexibility regarding 
the number of staff on each fire  truck.  It appears that the staffing requirement was an item that was put  into the 
draft contract at time of the Mayor's and union's staff got  together and was not part of the original negotiations.  It 
needs  to be removed from the contract. 
 
Thanks 
 
Cliff Thomas
resident of Lincoln





Erin Glenn-Hash 
<eglennhash@yahoo.com> 

02/23/2009 12:31 PM
Please respond to

<eglennhash@yahoo.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Support of South Capitol Blight designation

Dear City Council Members:

I am writing to ask for your support of the South Capitol Blight designation.  It is a crucial step 
in a neighborhood central to the health and vibrancy of Lincoln.

Living at 19th and F Street, I see how the cumulative effects of substandard conditions affect 
families and create an atmosphere of neglect and despair.  The blight designation will help this 
struggling area receive structured community support, investment and reinforcement -- and it 
is sorely needed. 

The designation is an opportunity to do right by the heart of the city and create safety, order, 
community, and health.  Neighborhood groups have worked hard and will continue to make a 
difference.  Opportunities for partnership abound.  The energy is real.

Please help advance this plan into action.

Sincerely, 
Erin Glenn-Hash

  


