
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009 
COUNTY-CITY BUILDING

ROOM 113, 11:00 A.M. 

I. CITY CLERK 
    **1. Response to Professor Harl Dalstrom regarding the City of Lincoln taking action to adopt

Central Standard Time through an ordinance of resolution. 
 2. Bill No. 09-30;09R-28; and 09R-29. 

a) Cover page and petition signatures filed in City Clerk’s office by Bruce Hahn, resident
against the subject applications. (Each Council Member received copy on 02/24/09) 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATIONS: Niles Ford, Lincoln Fire and Rescue. 

MAYOR
     **1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule for Week of February 14 through

20, 2009. (Sent to Council Members on Friday, February 13, 2009)
     **2. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic condition report, February 13, 2009, 11:30 a.m.
     **3. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic condition report, February 13, 2009, 4:10 p.m.
     **4. Memo from Greg Key, Chair of the Citizen Police Advisory Board (CPAB) to Mayor

Beutler, City Council, & Police Chief Tom Casady - RE: Complaint #10-08 (Council
received copies in their file folders on 01/12/09) 

     **5. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold news conference, Thursday, February 19,
2009, 10:00 a.m. at 555 South 10th Street, on traffic statistics for 2007 and the City’s
economic stimulus package.  

     **6. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor targets arterial rehabilitation for stimulus street funds. 
     **7. NEWS RELEASE. Snowy year leads to increase in vehicle crashes. 
     **8. Washington Report, February 13, 2009.
       *9. Washington Report, February 6, 2009.
       10. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli bacteria by the Colilert®

method of analysis.
       11. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will hold a news conference Thursday, February 26,

2009, 10:00 a.m., at the Air Park West Recreation Center. (Forwarded to Council Members
on 02/25/09) 

12. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler announces new projects for “Lincoln Cares”.
13. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln student’s photo selected for international exhibit. 

 DIRECTORS 

ELECTION COMMISSION
1. Letter from David Shively, Election Commissioner, regarding voting rights if annexed into

City.  
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FINANCE/BUDGET
 1. February sales tax reports reflecting December activity:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) City of Lincoln Gross Sales Tax Collections (with refunds added back in) 2003-2004

through 2008-2009;
c) City of Lincoln Sales Tax Refunds 2003-2004 through 2008-2009; and
d) City of Lincoln Net Sales Tax Collections 2003-2004 through 2008-2009.  

FINANCE/TREASURER
       *1. Monthly City Cash Report for the month of December, 2008.  
     **2. City of Lincoln’s Investment Activity Report for the Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

CITY LIBRARIES 
     **1. NEWS RELEASE. North Star High School Step Team. Performance at Bennett Martin

Public Library on Saturday, March 14, 2009, 2:00 p.m. 
     **2. NEWS RELEASE. Jack Gladstone public performance, Tuesday, March 3, 2009 6:30 p.m.

at Eiseley Branch Library. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
     **1. Residential land inventory web page address. 
     **2. Answers to questions from Tom and Linda Gapp on Annexation 08010, Bill #09-16.
     **3. Letter from Duane Dowd representing Dowd Grain Company in opposition to annexation

No. 08016, Bill #09-20.
 4. Memo from Jean Preister, Planning Department, on annexation No. 08016 (Bill #09-20)

regarding letter sent by Duane Dowd on February 19, 2009. 
a) Letter from Duane J. Dowd regarding annexation No. 08016, opposing the annexation. 

 5. February 2009 Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission agenda website. 
 6. Action by Planning Commission, February 25, 2009. 

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
 1. Special Permit No. 1762D. Amendment to the Vintage Heights Community Unit Plan.

Bounded by S. 84th, S. 98th, Old Cheney Road and Pine Lake Road. Resolution No. PC-
01157.  

PUBLIC WORKS/ENGINEERING
 1. Response from Harry Kroos, Public Works Sidewalk Office, to Todd Cuddy regarding the

request of sidewalk construction along S. 44th Street from Calvert Street to VanDorn Street.
(Number 27 under IV. Correspondence from Citizens to Council) 

PUBLIC WORKS/WATERSHED MANAGEMENT
     **1. Memo from Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Watershed Management, regarding the Little Salt Creek

Watershed Plan, including:
a) Watershed News newsletter;
b) Power Point presentation;
c) Future land use map;
d) Capital Improvement Project location map;
e) Draft floodplain map with aerial, shows current adopted and proposed update; and
f) Draft floodplain map without aerial, shows proposed update only. 



 -3-

URBAN DEVELOPMENT/HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
       *1. Street and alley vacation No. 08011. Tallgrass Parkway north of Aster Road. 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

DOUG EMERY
 1. Letter from Raymond Danczek regarding keeping the Bethany Branch Library open. 

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
       *1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: JAVA Meeting (RFI#19

- 01/30/09). - 1)   See Response from Glenn Johnson, LPSNRD, JAVA Board Chair
received on RFI#19 - 02/11/09. 

       *2. Letter & Spreadsheet of Cost Benefit For City Council Projects sent to County
Commissioners, Lincoln Public School Board Members, and State Senators - RE: Tax
Increment Financing (TIF).

 3. Email from Michael W. Reeder. Interested in discussing his claim against the city. 

DAN MARVIN
       *1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Questions on BKD

Audited statements (RFI#4-02/06/09) 1) See Response from Greg MacLean on BKD ,
including impact fee projects approved by Lincoln City Council and highway
allocation bonds reconciliation. 

       *2. E-Mail & Study - RE: Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Study.21

JOHN SPATZ
 1. Letter from Larry Geiger regarding proposed round about at 14th and Cornhusker Streets.

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
       *1. InterLinc Correspondence from Jim Brandle on unfair manner of distributing higher rate for

vehicle registration. 
       *2. Email opposed on Matt Talbot Kitchen moving to the Clinton neighborhood and into the

library. 
       *3. InterLinc correspondence from Janet Kolarick opposed to the Matt Talbot Kitchen moving

to the Clinton neighborhood. 
       *4. InterLinc correspondence from Laura A. Moore inquiring if library used for Matt Talbot

Kitchen will be wheelchair and scooter accessible. (Forwarded to Dave Landis, Urban
Development Director on 02/10/09)

       *5. Letter from Harl Dalstrom researching adoption of standard time. (Forwarded to City Clerk
on 02/10/09)

       *6. Letter received from LIBA regarding the status of the South and East Expressways. (Letters
placed in Council file folders on 02/11/09)

     **7. Email from Burke Casari requesting Council approval of blight designation of the Near
South neighborhood and the Everett Neighborhood. 

     **8. Email from Robert and Barbara Stock, urging Council support of item: Misc: #08015.
     **9. Email from Scott Baird, President of the Near South Neighborhood Association in support

of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination, with
neighborhood support to help with needed next steps.   



 -4-

    **10. Email from Wayne Boles thanking Diane Gonzolas for work on the City of Lincoln’s
Abraham Lincoln bicentennial celebration.  

    **11. Letter and copy of LB 85 from Rob Schupbach on authorization of urban growth districts
and providing bond authority. 

    **12. Email from Topher Hansen, CenterPointe, Inc., in support of declaring the South Capitol
Area blighted. 

    **13. Email from John Heineman supporting the recommendations of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.

    **14. Email from Pam Knott in support of designating the Near South Neighborhood as blighted. 
    **15. Email from Mark Brohman, Nebraska Environmental Trust, supporting the South Capitol

Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination.
    **16. Email from Avery Klein, Near South Property Owner, in support of recommendations of the

South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 
    **17. Correspondence from Robert Engel supporting recommendations of the South Capitol

Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination. 
    **18. Email from Sue Wilson, New South neighborhood resident, in support of the

recommendations of the South Capitol Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard
Determination. 

    **19. Email from Scotte Hansen supporting recommendations of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area and Substandard Determination. 

    **20. Email from Cheryl Richter supporting the blight determination for the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area and voicing concern on money wasted studying an arena need plus
paying increasing taxes for impact fees.     

    **21. Email from Dika Eckersley supporting recommendations of the South Capitol
Redevelopment Area Blight and Substandard Determination in the Near South Lincoln
neighborhood. 

        22. Email from Kent and Mary Nobles disagreeing with closing of library branches, especially
the Bethany branch library. 

        23. Email from Sandra Dingman protesting the closing of the Bethany Library with attached
letter.
a) Letter to the Library Board of Trustees from Sandra Dingman listing reasons not to close

the Bethany Library.
        24. Email from Todd Blome regarding stimulus funds spending.   

25. Email from Michelle DeRusha. Consider keeping the South Street Branch Library open. 
26. Email from Richard Moberly, please do not close the South Branch Library, as it is a great

neighborhood resource. 
27. Email from Todd Cuddy. Consider building sidewalks on 44th Street between VanDorn and

Calvert Streets. 
28. Email from Jim Backencamp. Time Warner cable bill increased again. Open up market to 

another cable provider to give Time Warner some competition.  
29. Email from Kate Marley. Do not close the South Branch Library. The Library serves a City 

area not served by other libraries. Proposal in opposition to initiatives to improve and
stabilize the city core.  

30. Email from Christi Keim. Do not close the South Branch Library. An asset to the
neighborhood. 
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31. Email from Judy Butler, with attached letter, stating views of closing the Bethany and South
Branch Libraries.  
a) Letter from Judy Butler on not closing the smaller library systems, Bethany and the

South Branch Libraries. Listed reasons why these libraries are needed by the people of
Lincoln.  

32. Email from Nancy Hove-Graul in support of keeping the South Branch Library open as it is
a vital heartbeat of the neighborhood. 

33. Email from Garrick Dabbs. Please help make the right choice and keep the South Branch
Library open. 

34. Email from Amanda Dabbs listing reasons why the South Branch Library should remain
open.  

35. Email from Margaret and Al Blacketer voicing opposition to annexation into the City of
Lincoln. 

36. Email from Nicholas Gausling on City-Federal relations. 
37. Email from Robert and Kathleen Neugebauer. Delay property annexation south of Pine Lake

Road between S. 70th and S. 84th until water lines and fire hydrants are in place for fire
protection. 

38. Correspondence from Mary Appleget listing reasons to keep the South Branch Library open.
39. Email from Kerry Knight with questions on tailgaters under the 9th Street bridge at Husker

games. Operating a business without proper licensing? 
40. Email from Mark Bigham, Mickle School teacher, giving reasons to keep the Bethany

Branch Library open.
41. Email from Kaelynn Wilger, age 10. Find a way to keep the South Branch Library open.
42. Email from Judy Pfeifer. Keep the South Branch Library open as adults and children need

the many services provided.  
43. Letter, map and financial benefits for proposed daycare from Richard C. Krueger, South

Ridge Village, L.L.C.  
44. Email from Cliff and Toby DeBoer listing reasons they oppose the proposed South Ridge

Village Day Care, Change of Zone No. 08073, Special Permit No. 08052; and Use Permit
No. 100B.

45. Formal protest against the development of an early childhood care facility at 29th Street and
Porter Ridge Road from Bruce Hahn. (Item #3 under I. City Clerk)     

V. ADJOURNMENT

* Held Over from February 16, 2009
** Held Over from February 23, 2009        

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA030209.wpdmmm



"Joan E. Ross" 
<jross@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/24/2009 01:33 PM

To CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject S 29th/Porter Ridge Road - COZ 08073; SP 08052; UP 100B

Bill No. 09‐30; 09R‐28; and 09R‐29
Attached is a cover page and Petition signatures filed in the City Clerk's by Bruce Hahn, resident against 
the subject applications.
 
 
Joan E. Ross, CMC
City Clerk
(402) 441‐7438
(402) 441‐8325 (Fax)
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 

not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.











































































OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  February 25, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will have a news conference at 10 a.m. Thursday, February 26 at the Air Park
West Recreation Center, 3720 N.W. 46th Street.  He will discuss three topics:

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

The parks projects to be funded with Lincoln Cares donations in 2009. One of the projects,
a new portable interactive play center, will be demonstrated.

A Lincoln student's photo on pedestrian safety being included in an international exhibition.

Activities of the Mayor's Commission on Women.



Mayor Chris Beutler today announced that the Lincoln Cares program will help fund six projects and programs 
across the community in 2009.  Lincoln Cares is a community donation program, which allows Lincoln Electric 
System (LES) customers to voluntarily add one dollar to their bill payments each month for projects not 
included in the City budget. 

The Mayor made the announcement at the Air Park West Recreation Center, where the NEOS play center was on 
display. The high-tech, interactive, portable play tower is one of the items to be funded by Lincoln Cares this 
year. The 2009 Lincoln Cares project list also includes the development of the Witherbee Park playground; a 
solar-heated pool and bathhouse demonstration project at Woods Pool; Union Plaza; and Boosalis Trail 
renovation from 17th to 20th streets. (More details on the projects are attached.)

Mayor Beutler also announced that Lincoln Cares has a new lineup of matching sponsors. Lincoln Parks 
Foundation will provide a 50-cent match for every dollar contributed, up to $15,000, for the next year. The 
Foundation joins Time Warner Cable (TWC), which is in its second year of sponsorship. TWC will provide 
$30,000 in matching dollars and another $30,000 for on-air promotion of Lincoln Cares. 

“In the past six years, that small monthly donation from many people has added up to some big improvements 
for our City parks system,” said Mayor Beutler. “I want to thank LES customers for continuing to support our 
parks through Lincoln Cares.  And I commend Lincoln Parks Foundation and Time Warner Cable for helping us 
stretch those dollars even farther. In these tough economic times, this public-private partnership gives everyone 
in Lincoln an easy way to do their part for our parks.”

“We're very grateful to the Lincoln community and are proud to be able to support this project and make Lincoln 
an even better place to live and do business,” said Ann Shrewsbury, Director of Public Affairs for TWC. “We 
have nearly 300 employees who are proud to call Lincoln home, and this was another great way for us to give 
back to them as well as show our appreciation to customers here.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 26, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jon Carlson, Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, 441-7224

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

NEW PROJECTS ANNOUNCED FOR “LINCOLN CARES”
Community donation program has new corporate matching sponsor

- more -

Lynn Johnson, Parks and Recreation, 441-8265
Susan Larson Rodenburg, Lincoln Cares 421-1401
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Lincoln Cares
February 26, 2009
Page Two

From its inception in February 2003 through January 2009, Lincoln Cares has collected $435,891 from LES 
customers adding a dollar to their bill payments and through direct payments to Lincoln Parks Foundation.  An 
average of 4,974 LES customers donate to the program every month. Another $5,264 has been contributed 
through partnerships with Pepsi, Lincoln Benefit Life, Olsson Associates and Culver's Restaurants.  The 
corporate contribution to Lincoln Cares now totals $390,000 for a total collection of $831,233.

Other projects funded in the first six years of the program include air conditioning at Antelope Park enclosed 
shelter; the acquisition of prairie and grasslands at Pioneers Park; the Nebraska State Liberty Bell Shelter in 
Antelope Park; restoration of the Four Wars Memorial and Pioneer Woman sculptures; the Sunken Gardens 
renovation; an addition to the Nature Center Prairie Building; the Park Middle School Teen Center; benches 
along the Holmes Lake Trail Loop; a shelter at Woods Park; the Bethany Park Shelter; the Green Team Youth 
Employment Program; the Youth Outdoor Adventure Program; Peach Park expansion; Pioneers Park Nature 
Center art work; the Jamaica North Trail Bridge; Bountiful Prairie sculpture renovation; historic lighting at 
Sunken Gardens; picnic tables at Bowling Lake; Trago Park Sprayground; lighting at Pocras Park; an upgraded 
toddler play area at the Ager Play Center; Lincoln Safari program; shooting sports facility; and Parker's Pals 
swim and recreation program scholarships for low-income youth.

“Lincoln Cares is a perfect fit for the mission of the Lincoln Parks Foundation, which is to provide funds to help 
enhance our parks and recreation opportunities above and beyond what the City should budget for each year,” 
said Christie Dionisopoulos, President of the Lincoln Parks Foundation. “As Lincoln grows, so do the demands 
on our parks system. We believe strongly that Lincoln parks and recreation programs and facilities are 
fundamental to our community and we are excited to be a new partner with Lincoln Cares.”

 “We are very thankful for everyone who supports this program,” said Lynn Johnson, Director of the Lincoln 
Parks and Recreation Department. “With our tight budget, this program allows us to go the extra mile to keep 
the parks system one of the jewels of Lincoln.”

To donate to Lincoln Cares, LES customers can add one dollar to their bill payments each month. Those who 
pay LES through automatic bank billing can add Lincoln Cares to their payments each month by calling LES at 
475-4211.

For more information on Lincoln Cares, contact the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department at 441-8264 or 
see the City's Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: cares).



2009 Lincoln Care Projects

The Lincoln Cares Advisory Board approved the following projects to be funded in 2009:

Witherbee Park Play Area – $25,000
Research shows the important benefits that play in natural settings has on children's social, physical and 
cognitive development. A continuing emphasis in the development of Lincoln's park system is providing outdoor 
play and activity areas within neighborhoods. Lincoln Cares funds will be used to develop a new outdoor play 
area in Witherbee Park at 46th and “O” streets to serve children and families living in mid-town neighborhoods.

NEOS Play Tower – $24,000
NEOS is a high-tech, interactive, portable game tower that the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department will 
place at pools, recreation centers and community events for everyone to enjoy. The NEOS game system features 
four sleek towers with flashing lights, music and sound effects.  Players run back and forth, racing the clock and 
each other to slap blinking lights. The system includes nine games for all ages encouraging physical activity, 
social interaction and fun. NEOS is weather-proof and vandalism-proof.  

Solar-Heated Pool and Bathhouse Demonstration Project – $20,000
Lincoln's public outdoor pools are heated with natural gas. Lincoln Cares funds will be used to develop a 
demonstration project harnessing the energy of the sun with solar panels to heat pool water and to provide 
heated water for bathhouse showers at Woods Pool. 

Union Plaza – $20,000
Union Plaza, a six acre park planned for the three-block area between 21st, 22nd, “O” and “R” streets, is a 
centerpiece of the Antelope Valley Project. Features will include fountains, seating areas, an outdoor 
amphitheater, an overlook area, a children's play area, public art and a plaza walkway suitable for events and 
festivals. The estimated cost of this project and a maintenance fund is $6.4 million, which includes public and 
private funding.

Boosalis Trail Renovation – $10,000
Lincoln's 128 miles of trails provide significant recreational opportunities for Lincoln residents. Residents also 
are increasingly using trails to commute to work, school and other daily activities. The section of the Helen 
Boosalis Trail along the north side of Highway 2 between 20th and 27th Streets is currently under renovation. 
The aging asphalt surface is being replaced with concrete.  Lincoln Cares funds will help fund the renovation of 
the remaining portion of the Boosalis Trail from 17th to 20th streets.

Parker's Pals Swim and Recreation Program Scholarships – $10,000 
Funds are used to provide scholarships to children from low-income families for swimming lessons through a 
partnership with the Red Cross and Lincoln Parks and Recreation.  In 2008, Lincoln Cares provided 293 pool 
admission fee waivers, 169 scholarships for swim lessons and nine scholarships for swimming and diving team; 
five scholarships for Wilderness Park day camp; 26 scholarships for girls' basketball program and 47 before- and 
after-school program scholarships. 



Mayor Chris Beutler today recognized a Lincoln student whose photograph was selected from more than 4,300 
photographs to appear in an international exhibit.  Juanita Cobb, a sixth-grader at Park Middle School was a 
fifth-grader at Everett Elementary when she took the photo as part of PHOTOVOICE, a photojournalism project 
conducted by Safe Kids Worldwide.

Safe Kids Worldwide provided groups like Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County with program curriculum as 
well as cameras so students could take pictures of their pedestrian environments.  The main goal of this project 
was to give children the opportunity to document and explain behaviors and environmental obstacles they 
encounter as pedestrians in their daily lives. The project was made possible through a grant from FedEx. 

Juanita's photo shows a woman crossing the street who has to go around an illegally parked vehicle in a 
crosswalk. It was chosen to be among 11 in the U.S. exhibit. It then became part of the international exhibit with 
photos taken by children from Brazil, Canada, China, India, South Korea, and the Philippines. The photos are 
being displayed in the capital cities of those countries and at The World Bank in Washington, D.C. 

“Juanita engaged herself 100 percent in this safety effort,” said Brian Baker, Co-Chair of Safe Kids Lincoln-
Lancaster County. “Her ability to understand pedestrian safety issues as well as technical aspects of photography 
are reflected in this discerning picture. Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County will continue to use this photo along 
with several others to increase public awareness of pedestrian safety concerns.”

Juanita's photos and the other selected can be seen at www.usa.safekids.org. The local Safe Kids Web site is at 
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: safekids).

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 26, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jon Carlson, Stronger Safer Neighborhoods, 441-7224

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

LINCOLN STUDENT'S PHOTO SELECTED FOR
 INTERNATIONAL EXHIBIT

Brian Baker, Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster Co., 441-8046
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             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2008-09 2008-09 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 07-08 FR. 07-08
SEPTEMBER $4,648,330 $4,377,476 ($270,854) ($144,262) -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,842,011 $4,736,074 ($105,937) ($237,187) -4.77%
NOVEMBER $4,836,314 $4,851,237 $14,923 $191,378 4.11%
DECEMBER $4,534,401 $4,336,273 ($198,128) ($387,336) -8.20%
JANUARY $4,654,027 $4,209,000 ($445,027) ($381,789) -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,930,039 $5,691,880 ($238,159) $585,203 11.46%
MARCH $4,312,238
APRIL $4,101,468
MAY $4,785,046
JUNE $4,631,241
JULY $4,699,599

AUGUST $4,990,120

TOTAL $56,964,834 $28,201,940 ($1,243,182) ($373,993) -1.31%

 
Actual collections through February are 4.22 % below projections for the year



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84% $4,812,555 4.35%

OCTOBER $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22% $4,845,000 -4.12%

NOVEMBER $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44% $4,937,998 2.48%

DECEMBER $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92% $4,545,947 -4.37%

JANUARY $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37% $4,465,270 -3.29%

FEBRUARY $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62% $5,775,594 3.20%

MARCH $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18%

APRIL $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19%

MAY $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 $4,664,470 2.75% $4,859,251 4.18%

JULY $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 $4,772,617 2.53% $4,983,976 4.43%

AUGUST $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 $4,887,329 -2.09% $5,026,702 2.85%

TOTAL $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 $56,302,764 0.77% $57,723,030 2.52% $29,382,363 -0.23%#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) ($90,282) 230.10% ($435,079) 381.91%

OCTOBER ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) ($79,688) -52.19% ($108,925) 36.69%

NOVEMBER ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) ($158,855) 3993.08% ($86,760) -45.38%

DECEMBER ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) ($29,848) -82.99% ($209,674) 602.47%

JANUARY ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) ($26,308) -68.79% ($256,270) 874.13%

FEBRUARY ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) ($489,939) 49.77% ($83,713) -82.91%

MARCH ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) ($325,269) 143.51% ($73,785) -77.32%

APRIL ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) ($108,764) -16.73%

MAY ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) ($22,529) -94.10%

JUNE ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) ($478,184) 206.87%

AUGUST ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) ($43,759) -92.32%

TOTAL ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) ($1,989,734) -15.05% ($1,254,207) 4.50%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 $4,546,247 $4,521,738 -0.54% $4,377,476 -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 $4,545,825 $4,973,261 9.40% $4,736,074 -4.77%

NOVEMBER $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 $4,654,599 $4,659,859 0.11% $4,851,237 4.11%

DECEMBER $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 $4,270,321 $4,723,609 10.61% $4,336,273 -8.20%

JANUARY $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 $4,470,347 $4,590,789 2.69% $4,209,000 -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 $5,666,534 $5,106,677 -9.88% $5,691,881 11.46%

MARCH $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 $3,991,501 $4,096,136 2.62%

APRIL $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 $3,888,098 $4,118,712 5.93%

MAY $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 $4,514,268 $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 $4,478,219 $4,722,943 5.46%

JULY $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 $4,616,793 $4,505,792 -2.40%

AUGUST $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 $4,317,734 4,982,944 15.41%

TOTAL $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 $53,960,485 $55,733,297 3.29% $28,201,941 -1.31%
Year to date vs.
previous year

Page 3



Jean Preister 
<jpreister@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/24/2009 08:10 AM

To CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>, "Joan E. 
Ross" <jross@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc "Marvin S. Krout" <mkrout@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Steve S. 
Henrichsen" <shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Tom J. Cajka" 
<tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov>

bcc

Subject Annexation No. 08016 (Bill #09-20)

Joan:  
 
(cc:  CouncilPackets)
 
I noted during Duane Dowd's testimony on 2/23/09 that Council did not acknowledge receipt of his 
letter written to the City Council dated February 18, 2009.  Mr. Dowd faxed his letter to the Planning 
Department after 4:30 p.m. on February 18th and I submitted it to CouncilPackets the morning of 
February 19th.  It was listed as #3 under "Planning Department" in the CouncilPacket "In Lieu of 
Directors' Meeting, Monday, February 23, 2009".  I am attaching another copy for your and Council 
information.  
 
(If I should have done this differently, please let me know).
 
‐‐Jean Preister, Administrative Officer
Planning Department
441‐6365
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.



p.2 Feb 18 OS 05:4?p 

BILL #09-20 

:ANNEXATION NO. 08016 

(NW 48th & I-80) 

Law Offices
 
Duane J. Dowd
 

220 North 89th Street, Suite 201
 
Omaha, Nebraska 68114
 

402-391-5033
 

February 18,2009 

Lincoln City Council 
555 South 10th Street, #III 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Re: Annexation No. 08016 

Dear Council Members: 

I represent Dowd Grain Company, Inc. which owns approximately 25 acres in the 
Northwest quadrant of the 1-80 and 48th Street interchange. This land is included in proposed 
Annexation No. 08016. 

Dowd Grain's land, along with all of the land located north of 1-80, is 100% fann land 
and is surrounded by farmland not in nor contiguous to the City of Lincoln. There is no viable 
commercial access to Dowd Grain's land and there are no houses, people or buildings. 
Development of this land, particularly in the current economic climate, is years away. 

The cumexation of Dowd Grain's land will result in the loss of Greenbelt status and cause 
approximately $4,50000 in additional real estate taxes to be levied against the property each 
year. Since the land will not be developed for a number of years this results in a significant 
hardship. 

In summary, we believe that the non-urban character of the land, the lack of a need for 
city services, the length of time until viable development of the land is economically feasible, 
and the lack of any rational justification for what amounts to the warehousing of rural land by the 
city, creates significant legal issues that could render this annexation invalid. 

We urge you to consider the above factors and vote against the annexation of the land 
which is located north ofI-80, or, at the very least, to separate the land located north ofI-80 from 
this annexation package and lay it over for consideration in 2010 or later. 

RECEIVED
 
FEB 18 2009 

UncolnILancaster Co 
flaMIng Department 



1

Jean Preister

From: Michele M. Abendroth
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2009 2:27 PM
To: Jean Preister; Jerry J Shorney; Kent R. Morgan; Lynn Johnson; robert.ripley@nebraska.gov; 

tlorenz@pershingcenter.com; tstickney@pershingcenter.com; csteward1@unl.edu; 
jeff@searcyteam.com; jhewitt@nebrwesleyan.edu; jkay@sinclairhille.com; ktodd2@unl.edu; 
larry@atwoodhouse.com; tlaging1@unl.edu

Subject: Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission Agenda

The February 2009 Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission agenda and supporting materials have been posted to our web 
page.  The files may be accessed at lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/ncec/index.htm.   
 
If you have any questions regarding this agenda, please feel free to call the Planning Department at 441‐7491. 
 
Michele Abendroth 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
555 South 10th Street, Suite 213 
Lincoln, NE  68508 
402‐441‐6164 
 



*** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION ***
February 25, 2009

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a
public hearing on Wednesday, February 25, 2009, at 1:00 p.m., in the
City-Council Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.,
Lincoln, Nebraska, on the following items.  For more information, call
the Planning Department, 441-7491.

** PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any
item with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may
appeal Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council by
filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk within 14 days following the
action of the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2009

[Commissioners Larson and Taylor absent]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held February 11, 2009. **APPROVED, 6-0
(Cornelius abstained; Larson and Taylor absent)**

1. CONSENT AGENDA
Public Hearing and Action:

MISCELLANEOUS:

1.1 Street & Alley Vacation No. 08009, to vacate a portion of the east-west
Page alley between S. 18th Street and S. 19th Street, and J Street to K Street.
01 Staff recommendation:  Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan  

Staff Planner:  Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF
CONFORMANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 7-0 (Larson
and Taylor absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the
provisions of Chapter 14.20 have been satisfied.



1.2 Street & Alley Vacation No. 09001, to vacate N. 20th Street between Q
Page Street and S Street; N. 21st Street between Q Street and R Street; R
07 Street between proposed Antelope Valley Parkway and N. 21st Street; S

Street between proposed Antelope Valley Parkway and N. 20th Street; a
portion of the east-west alley, Block 4, Lincoln Driving Park Companys 2nd

Subdivision; and the east-west alley, in Blocks 7 and 8, Kinney’s “O”
Street Addition.
Staff recommendation:  Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan  
Staff Planner:  Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF
CONFORMANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 7-0 (Larson
and Taylor absent).
Public Hearing before City Council will be scheduled when the
provisions of Chapter 14.20 have been satisfied and a final plat has
been submitted and completed.

2.  REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL:    **None**

4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION:

PERMITS: 

4.1 Special Permit No. 1762D, an amendment to the Vintage Heights
Page Community Unit Plan, to adjust setbacks adjacent to arterial streets when
17 right-of-way is acquired for streets, on property generally located in the

section bounded by South 84th and South 98th Streets, and Old Cheney
Road and Pine Lake Road.  *** FINAL ACTION ***
Staff recommendation:  Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner:  Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated February 9, 2009, as revised on
February 23, 2009, 7-0 (Larson and Taylor absent).
Resolution No. PC-01157.

* * * * * * * * * *

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *



PENDING LIST:

1. Change of Zone No. 09002, from AG Agricultural District to AGR Agricultural
Residential District, on property generally located at S. 96th Street and Saltillo
Road.
(2-11-09:  Planning Commission voted 7-0 to continue public hearing on
March 25, 2009 at the request of the applicant.)

Planning Dept. staff contacts: 

Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager 441-6374 . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . . 441-6369 . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-5662 . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Long Range Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6364 . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike DeKalb, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6370 . . mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7603 . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6373 . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Rashi Jain, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6372 . . rjain@lincoln.ne.gov
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6362 . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . 441-6360 . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov

* * * * *
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City-TV, Cable Channel 5.

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm 























"Reeder, Michael W MSgt 
USAF ANG 155 LRS/LGSD" 
<Michael.Reeder@ang.af.mil> 

02/26/2009 08:06 AM

To "council@lincoln.ne.gov" <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Claim against the city of Lincoln

History: This message has been forwarded.

 
To:  The Honorable Robin Eschliman 
 
I am interested in discussing my claim against the city on March 2, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  I have some information that 
may have not made it to all parties concerned.  I do not know what information/documentation has been forwarded 
to the City Council in regards to my claim with the recommendation “to deny the claim”.    I will bring all that has 
been submitted to date, but I do not want to take up any more of the Council’s time than is absolutely necessary.
 
Sincerely,
 
Michael W. Reeder, MSGT.,NEANG
Combat Operations Support NCOIC
 
ALT Email address: emreeder@ aol.com       
  





kent nobles 
<knob@earthlink.net> 

02/20/2009 09:03 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Closing of library branches newspaper article

I read about the possible closing of two city branch libraries in the
newspaper this morning. It made me very sad. The Bethany branch is
especially important to my family as we use it constantly. The
Bethany branch location saves on driving for us as we can combine the
trip with shopping. It would also be a real shame to lose this
valuable cultural feature of our part of Lincoln. We would definitely
make less use of the library system if the convenience this location
were taken away from us. If Bethany is closed, then the Anderson
branch would become the closest. We seldom drive that direction (NW)
from our home - no real reason to - so our library use would be
greatly reduced and missed.

Kent and Mary Nobles

2440 N. 78th St.
Lincoln, NE. 68507



Sandy Dingman 
<sd@nebrwesleyan.edu> 

02/20/2009 10:00 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Bethany Library Closure

I am attaching a letter which I have sent to the Library Board of Trustees protesting the closing 
of the Bethany Library.

I would appreciate any support you have to prevent this from happening.

Thank you.
-- 
Sandra Dingman
Admissions
Nebraska Wesleyan University  
sd@nebrwesleyan.edu   402 465-2142   800 541-3818

 - Bethany Library-Closure.doc



February 20, 2009 
 
To the Library Board of Trustees 
 
Re:  Closing of Bethany Branch Library 
 
I am writing to you as I will not have the opportunity to attend your meeting because of 
work responsibilities. 
 
Our family has loyally supported the Bethany Library for 40 years.  We do not live in the 
area but we are only 10-15 minutes away drive time.  We could use other branches but 
we found over the years that Bethany’s size was more acommodating and comfortable 
for us – like putting on a pair of old shoes.  The library staff is more than just staff—they 
are friends who go out of their way to make visiting Bethany an experience that is both 
informative and pleasant. 
 
I check out and return books at least once or twice a week all year long.  Every time I 
visit I notice that this is a library which encompasses a population from little children thru 
high school, young families, middle-aged and elderly.  Many of the people walk to the 
library because they have no other transportation.   
 
It was mentioned in the Lincoln Journal-Star article that Bethany is not able to offer as 
many services; however, when I am there my observations of the library are people 
using it in many ways:  using the computers, tutors helping people to read, using the 
copy machine, sitting and reading the newspapers and magazines, children deciding 
what books or DVD’s they would like to check out.  The building is not large but it is 
adequate to handle the needs of the Bethany community. 
 
I would consider the community of Bethany a thriving environment of hard-working 
people, many who have low incomes.   I don’t understand how you could consider 
closing a branch library at this time when so many people have so little.  The loss of this 
library would take away the most wonderful opportunity to learn and enjoy one of the 
greatest gifts on earth—reading!  
 
The effect of the closing Bethany Library for our family would not cause a hardship for us 
because we could put up with the inconvenience and we do have transportation to 
drive to another branch but the loss of the branch for the people I have mentioned 
would be a travesty. 
 
My suggestion is instead of closing Bethany and South, look at the other branches, cut 
back on their hours, don’t overstock on books, encourage volunteers to help at the 
library and encourage the public to make suggestions for your budget cuts.  You will be 
astounded what our City can do! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandra Dingman 
312 Park Vista 
Lincoln NE  68510 



Todd Blome 
<tblome@bmgcpas.com> 

02/20/2009 12:03 PM
Please respond to

<tblome@bmgcpas.com>

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>, <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Stimulus Funds

Dear Mayor Beutler  and Lincoln City Council Members,
 
Today's Lincoln  Journal Star had an article that noted that Lincoln may receive $9M in federal  stimulus funds & 
and those funds would be used for road improvements.   The article also noted that $5M of those funds may be 
spent  on Antelope Valley.   
 
I am excited to hear  that road improvements are on the horizon, although I think new road  construction would be a 
much better use of the Stimulus money.   My  most grave concern however, is Antelope Valley.   Not one penny of 
the  $9M should be spent on Antelope Valley.  The Antelope Valley project  has already consumed absurd amounts 
of Lincoln taxpayer money and  caused the City to postpone, cancel, or change plans for other much  
needed infrastucture projects.  Additionally, due to the  well documented special interest nature of this project it 
would seem  that these federal funds should be used for other well deserving  projects around the City.  
 
Mr. Mayor - I urge you to reconsider your proposal to spend  stimulus money on anything that has to do with 
Antelope Valley.   
 
Mr. Mayor & City  Council - I urge all of you to consider using the stimulus money for new road  construction in 
areas of Lincoln where new property taxes and sales taxes could  be generated.   $9M in federal money doesn't head 
our direction every  day.  I encourage all of you to consider how these funds could be best used  in Lincoln to not 
only get our infrastructure improved, but to improve the  long-term financial health of our City by making these 
federal  funds put more homes on the tax rolls and increase our sales tax  revenues.  
 
Todd  Blome



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/20/2009 06:42 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Michelle DeRusha
Address:  3448 Franklin Street
City:     Lincoln, NE 68506

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
I am writing this note in response to a piece about the possible closing of 
the South Street Branch Library that I read in the Lincoln Journal Star today. 
My two children and I love that library -- it is the quintessential small town 
library, small and intimate, with friendly, helpful staff. We even walk there 
from our house on warm spring and summer days. My son also attends preschool 
at Westminster Church, which is right next door. Every week they make a trip 
down to the library, to listen to Mr. Greg read a book. My older son still 
remembers doing that when he was a preschooler at Westminster. The school 
would surely miss that wonderful opportunity -- to share the library and the 
endless treasures a library can offer with their burgeoning readers. I hope 
you consider keeping the South Street Branch open, even at reduced hours. It 
is a neighborhood treasure, and it would be a shame to lose a piece of "small 
town" Nebraska in the midst of Lincoln. Thank you for your consideration.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/21/2009 08:53 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Richard Moberly
Address:  2600 Rathbone Road
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:    402-488-0777
Fax:
Email:    rmoberly2@unl.edu

Comment or Question:
Please do not close the South branch library - it is a great neighborhood 
resource.  We frequently go with our children and they love having so many 
books so close to our house!
Many thanks,
Richard Moberly



t cuddy 
<tcuddy1@gmail.com> 

02/21/2009 12:52 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Sidewalks

Dear City Council:

I would like you to consider building sidewalks on 44th street between
Van Dorn and Calvert streets in Lincoln.  There are many families in
this neighborhood, who are forced to walk down this busy street with
their children and families.  It is not very safe.  There is
considerable foot traffic in this neighborhood, and it would be
wonderful if people did not have to walk in the street.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Todd Cuddy
4400 High Street
Lincoln, NE 68506



Jim Backencamp 
<hduster58@inebraska.com> 

02/21/2009 07:50 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Attention:  All Council Members

I received my Time Warner cable bill due in  February.  Wow, was I surprised--it was $108.22 per month and 
increased to  $123.85 per month.  That is a 14.4% increase.  I have basic cable,  telephone  and high speed internet 
services.
 
With the tough economic times we are facing, it  doesn't seem quite right for the cable company to have that much 
of an  increase.  But then again, it seems that each year the cable company  increases our monthly bill by a large 
amount.
 
Does the city council have any power or influence  over this monopoly which I assume was granted the right to do 
business in  Lincoln by the city council?
 
Isn't it time that the city council open our market  up to another cable provider to give Time Warner some  
competion?



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/22/2009 11:46 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Kate Marley
Address:  1915 D Street
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502

Phone:    (402) 476-8667
Fax:
Email:    kate.marley@doane.edu

Comment or Question:
I understand that the council is considering closing the South Branch Library.  
I strenuously urge you to reconsider this as a budget saving option.  The 
South Branch library serves a large area of the city not served by other 
fancier libraries.  We love going to the South branch - it is close by and has 
intimate, accessible areas for me and my children.  We sometimes go to other 
libraries, when we are in those parts of the city, like Gere and Walt, but the 
downtown library is not a realistic option due to parking and the other 
libraries require a significant drive.  The South Branch is accessible to 
residents of the Near South and other neighborhoods with lower average income 
- it is these city residents who need the services of a library even more than 
residents of higher average incomes at the periphery of the city.  Please 
don't cut a library that serves a community that desperately needs it.  This 
proposal is in direct opposition to initiatives supported by the Mayor to 
improve and stabilize the city core.  Neighborhoods need institutions like 
churches, businesses, schools and LIBRARIES to remain vital, keep crime down 
and maintain property values. It undermines your own interests to reduce the 
quality of life and vitality in the center of the city.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/22/2009 01:59 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     christi keim
Address:  1940 S 25th St
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68502

Phone:    438-9796
Fax:
Email:    christi@keim-web.com

Comment or Question:
I would be SO sad to see the South branch library close.  Our kids have been 
going there weekly, and we would miss that library terribly.  It is a big 
asset to our neighborhood, and we really need it.  Limit hours if you have to 
for budget reasons, but please don't close it!

Christi Keim



Dave Butler 
<btlrdj94@yahoo.com> 

02/23/2009 09:55 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Libraries

Dear Council members,
I have also sent a letter by mail also to make sure that my views of the 
closing of the Bethany and South branch libraries are known.
Thank you
Judy Butler

 - Letter



2/23/09

Dear City Council Members,
I am writing to plead for the smaller library systems, Bethany and South Branch.  I am employed

by the Lincoln City Library system as a shelver at Bethany and Anderson after 33 years as a Media
Specialist in various high schools in Nebraska.  I have seen first hand how these libraries are used.

As an employee, I have seen that libraries are so much more than being able to have access to
computers.  At Bethany, particularly, the residents of the Cotner Center make wonderful use of this library.
Useful to them are the large print area, the compact books on disc area, the magazines and the newspapers.
This neighborhood library also provides nearby families the access to children’s books, story time, DVD’s
and video tapes and books on CD’s and audio tapes.  Without these resources available to them, people
who walk to the libraries or drive short distances to make use of these materials would be forced to drive to
another library to check materials out.  The residents of the Cotner Center would be forced to either go
without reading materials or have to make arrangements to ride a van to another library.  This would cost
them money that they do not have.

I understand the economic times that we are in, but please consider what you are doing.  Libraries
are so much more than technology.  They are places where people can come and check out books and
materials.   They are places that provide peaceful, safe environments where people can come take
advantage of the many resources available to them.  They are places where people can come and discuss
books and participate in the activities the libraries create such as book talks and clubs.  These libraries are
indeed needed by the people of the city of Lincoln.

Thank you for you consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,
Judy Butler

 



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/23/2009 11:23 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Tom & Nancy Graul
Address:  2525 South 24th Street
City:     Lincoln

Phone:    402-474-2557
Fax:
Email:    tngraul@neb.rr.com

Comment or Question:
The South Branch library is a vital heart beat of our neighborhood.  Closing 
the branch would eliminate a meeting place socially and academically for our 
community and leave us with libraries in proximity of two miles or greater.  
With the pedestrian and bike traffic utilizing the South Branch library, it 
would be a deficit in our neighborhood that another facility cannot replace.
Perhaps reduction of hours would be a compromise for such a detrimental 
proposition.
Nancy Hove-Graul



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/23/2009 11:28 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Garrick Dabbs
Address:  3027 Sewell St.
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502

Phone:    617-7615
Fax:
Email:    garrick.dabbs@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:

To the City Council of Lincoln:

I am writing to ask you to support the South Branch of the Lincoln Public 
Library and, in doing so, maintain a fundamental component of a great Lincoln 
neighborhood.

The South Branch is indispensible for families who live in the surrounding 
community.  The location is easily accessible to mass transit, bicycle, foot, 
and car. It is the main educational and creative resource for one of the most 
socially and economically diverse areas in Lincoln.

I understand that in difficult financial times hard choices must be made. You 
have been tasked, as our representatives, to always seek the best use of the 
resources that we have. It is a tremendous responsibility and we appreciate 
your service to our city.

This is an important choice for our community.  Please help make the right 
choice:  keep the South Branch open.

Sincerely,

Garrick Dabbs
3027 Sewell St.
617-7615



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/23/2009 09:20 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Amanda Dabbs
Address:  3027 Sewell St
City:     Lincoln, NE, 68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    amgardabbs@yahoo.com

Comment or Question:
My comment is in regards to the proposal to close the South Branch library.  I 
do not support the idea of a complete closure of this facility.  While a need 
to reduce spending should always be of concern, the benefits gained from this 
library cannot all be measured monetarily.  This library provides for a sense 
of community to the Near South and surrounding neighborhoods.  This area 
struggles with urban problems and the library provides a kind of oasis and 
meeting point that we can all come together on. As mentioned in the newspaper 
article it has become a place for people to access the internet not only for 
entertainment but job searches and academic research.  For my family it has 
provided a great close location for us to participate in summer activities 
without having to drive to further away locations.  This not only helps 
environmentally but also gets us out walking and exercising, which Lincoln has 
put much effort into, and closure of this facility would seem to be a 
contradictory measure.



Margaret J Blacketer  
<amblacketer@juno.com> 

02/24/2009 10:00 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Yankee Hill Annexation

My husband and I were in attendance at Monday's council meeting and we
are opposed to the annexation of our area into the city of Lincoln.  We
have lived at 835 W Burnham for 53 years and my husband has lived in the
area all of his life and we like the rural feel to this neighborhood.

Our home is one of the few that sets too low to connect to the sewer line
so we would not be able to use this service without going to a lot of
expense to put in a pumping system.  We currently have our own well and
septic system.  We certainly don't look forward to paying out a lot of
money for something we will not benefit from.

We notice that a lot of the city's comments stem from the fact that we
use the city streets without paying towards them.  Since we have no
retail out here, most everything we purchase is from the city and we then
pay a sales tax.  We would suggest that a county wheel tax be looked at
for more revenue.  No matter where you put a boundary line, someone is
always going to live on the other side and use the services of Lincoln.
There are many people that commute from Beatrice, Seward and other
communities and they also use the streets of Lincoln.

Thank you for your time in dealing with this concern.

Margaret & Al Blacketer
835 W Burnham Street
Lincoln Ne 68522
402/423-6727



Nicholas Gausling 
<ngausling@gmail.com> 

02/25/2009 01:35 AM

To <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject City-Federal Relations

Honorable Mayor and City Council Members:

 

I must say that to hear about President Obama and Vice-president Biden meeting with mayors 
representing the U.S. Conference of Mayors was indeed unsettling news. An excellent, short 
analysis by one Gary Wood at 
http://www.examiner.com/x-4285-Salt-Lake-Libertarian-Examiner~y2009m2d21-Obama-meetin
g-with-mayors-should-concern-us explains why this is the case.

 

The Founding Fathers created the United States to be a Constitutional republic operating on the 
principles of federalism, where sovereign states have collectively hired a federal government to 
be their servant in order to accomplish a defined, highly-limited set of tasks. The Founding 
Father Edmund Randolph, remarking on the purpose of the Constitutional Convention, said that 
"The general object was to produce a cure for the evils under which the United States labored; 
that in tracing these evils to their origins, every man had found it in the turbulence and follies of 
democracy." ( see http://quotes.liberty-tree.ca/quote/edmund_randolph_quote_7e59 ) 

 

The Founders understood that democracy --- or rule by majority --- was a danger to liberty and 
to peoples' natural rights, as is a strong central government. Yet ever since the Civil War, the 
Founders' wisdom has being ignored as states' authority has been sacrificed more and more on 
the high altar of federal supremacy. This recent effort involving the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
to cut the state authorities out of the loop and instead have the federal government deal directly 
with the cities is just another example of our nation heading down the wrong path. When this 
sort of thing happens, the will of the masses --- including the 'will' of a populace that has been 
deceived by the federal government in order to pacify their calls for liberty --- becomes the 
all-important goal, rather than following the rule of law and preserving freedom for all people.

 

Our nation is indeed in a crisis, but few realize what the true crisis is. The real problem is that 
globalism is destroying U.S. national sovereignty, and that the federal government is both 
infringing on peoples' rights and being directed behind the curtains by powerful elites who are 
consolidating power here and around the world. For proof of this, I invite you to watch three 
extremely important documentaries for free online.



 

First, "America: Freedom to Fascism" by the late Aaron Russo (who was a prominent movie 
producer, music promoter and a 1998 candidate for governor of Nevada) at 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-1656880303867390173 This film discusses the 
corruption of the IRS and the banking system, rigged elections, RFID computer chips being 
implanted in human beings and other 'Big Brother' issues. Second, and more specifically about 
the banking system, "Fiat Empire" at 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5232639329002339531 explains the true heart of our 
nation's economic crisis: the Federal Reserve. And lastly, "Endgame" by Alex Jones at 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=1070329053600562261focuses more on the big 
picture of globalism and its threat to our freedoms. I caution that some of Jones' conclusions may 
be a bit far-fetched (and that some content in both "Endgame" and "America: Freedom to 
Fascism" may be considered offensive), but the information is superb. I can assure you that 
watching this material will not be a waste of your time, and it will help explain what is going on 
in our country and how to fix it.

 

As city officials, you are in a strategic position to help your city, your state and the entire 
country by working with and under your state government (rather than dangerously 
circumventing it and going directly to the federal government) to restore the United States 
Constitutional republic. You should be lobbying your state's legislature and governor to consider 
the material that is covered in the videos linked above, and urge them to therefore do something 
to resist the growing federal machine and restore state sovereignty under the 10th amendment. 
And if you want to help save your state's economy from the collapsing value of the dollar, then 
urge the legislature to pass an honest money bill; you can read about this idea at 
http://indianahonestmoney.com/

 

If you want to truly help your city, your state and our entire nation, this is the way to do it. I hope 
you take this information to heart and ponder it carefully.

 

Sincerely,

Nicholas Gausling

4903 Monterrey Avenue

Las Vegas, NV 89121-6813



Kathy Neugebauer 
<kneugeba@gmail.com> 

02/25/2009 10:29 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Annexation

I'm writing in regard to the annexation of properties south of Pine
Lake Rd between S 70th  and S 84th St.  Please vote to delay this
action until water lines and fire hydrants are in place for fire
protection of these residents. At the present time in the event of a
house fire in Clarendon Hills the City Fire Dept would not have a
source of water to save the home or a life. Please also consider the cost if
these acreages are divided and developed.  Thank you.

Sincerely,

Robert & Kathleen Neugebauer
7000 S 75 St
Lincoln, NE



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/25/2009 11:02 AM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Mary Appleget
Address:  2844 South 11th Street
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502

Phone:
Fax:
Email:    mappleg@lps.org

Comment or Question:
I would like to see the library stay open for those students and community 
members who live close to and attend Irving Middle School.  As a teacher at 
Irving I often access the public library for resources and support.  My 
students are encouraged to go to the south branch library for resources.  
Please keep the South Branch open.  Thanks.



kerry knight 
<kerry@breadandcup.com> 

08/25/2008 12:31 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject husker tailgate.com

I am curious about this group that tailgates under the 9th street
bridge at husker games.  You can find out information at
huskertailgate.com  They say they do not sell alcohol, and that
people are paying $20 a person, but not for the alcohol.  Something
does not seem right here.  As a business, I have to fill out forms,
have a license and go to the city council.  But they don''t have to
do any of that?  How is this reasonable?  Plus they claim the beer is
donated to them.  Who is donating the beer?  I talked with someone
form K&Z distributing who said that the beer is bought buy a bar and
then donated to the tailgate (and then the bar is reimbursed for the
beer).  Plus we collect sales tax for the city and state.  Are they
collecting sales tax?  It seems they are providing taxable items.

Can you investigate this?  I have a business three blocks from this
location and it seems they are operating a business without proper
licensing.

kerry knight
bread&cup



Mark Bigham 
<mbigham@lps.org> 

02/25/2009 03:43 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Libraries

City Council Members,
As a teacher at Mickle Middle School in Northeast Lincoln and resident
of the quadrant, I strongly urge you to resist the temptation to close
the Bethany Library. Many of our students use the library for after
school research, reading, or fellowship. It is the only library in this
area of the city that our students can easily walk or bike to and
regardless of its lack of shelf space, it is utilized by the community.
One way to get more traffic through it might be to change the library
hours to better reflect when it might have the most use. Changing
several days to an afternoon to late evening schedule might give more
people in the area time after work to visit it. For too many years,
Northeast Lincoln has been treated as a "second class citizen"
pertaining to city services. With the continuing growth around 84th,
Adams, Holdrege, and Leighton Streets, if the city doesn't have a new
library in its plans for these areas, Bethany will be the closest city
library. The Bethany Senior Center is also within walking distance of
the library and its closure would dramatically affect the Seniors there.
Please consider keeping it open.     Mark Bigham



Wilger <lwilger@neb.rr.com> 

02/25/2009 06:29 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Library!

Dear City Council members:
 
My name is Kaelynn Wilger I am ten years old in 5th  grade at Blessed Sacrament School. My school library is 
rather small. My dad  says it"s because it does not get tax money. Because of this I use the  library at 27th and South 
St.allot.  Please,if possible ,find a way to keep  the library open.
  Thank you for reading this  email
 
             Sincerely,Kaelynn Wilger
           2319 S.  19th
          Dads phone # is  416-3612
         



Judy Pfeifer 
<jjp6@earthlink.net> 

02/25/2009 07:53 PM
Please respond to

<jjp6@earthlink.net>

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject South Branch Library

Please keep this small library open for the many patrons it serves.   Adults and children need the 
many services provided.  It is a great resource and especially convenient for patrons 
who can walk there and not have to rely on transportation of any kind.
 
Thank you for your consideration in this important matter.
 
 
Judy Pfeifer
jjp6@earthlink.net
EarthLink Revolves Around You.
 









<Crtwd2005@aol.com> 

02/26/2009 12:34 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Council meeting 1:30 pm March 2, 2009

Ms. Grammer, please email or give a hard copy to interested parties.   Thank you.
 
 
February 26, 2009
 
Lincoln City Council
Lincoln, Nebraska
 
Re:   Public Hearing 1:30 p.m. on March 2,  2009
        South Ridge Village Day  Care
        Change of Zone No. 08073,  Special Permit No. 08052, Use Permit No. 100B
 
We are Cliff and Toby DeBoer, property owners bordering just south of the  proposed Day Care at 7310 South 29th 
Street.   We also own office  Suite B just north of the proposed Day Care, 7160 South 29th.
 
We object to the Change of Zone No. 08073.  This area was zoned R-3 at  the time we purchased 7310 South 29th 
with the expectation that it would stay  residential.  We object to any business encroaching into a residential  area.
 
Special permit.  - Arterial street.  An early childhood care  facility is to be located on an arterial street.  South 29th is 
not an  arterial street.  
 
Issues concerning:
 
- Even though the new plan states 100 children will be housed there, they  are not counting how many children they 
are planning on having for eating/after  school care.
 
- Noise Level.  Home owners near Knowledge Beginnings Day Care on 32nd  Street can attest to the high noise 
level.
 
- Increase in traffic flow and congestion.  Safety of children with a  connecting arterial of Pine Lake Road and the 
congestion of traffic at that  location is of great concern.  Not only day care children but children  walking to Scott 
Middle school and South Pointe Mall.  Traffic will be  increased during drop off and pick up times as well as special 
day care events,  traffic can pile up in a long waiting line, and the increased congestion may  cause traffic flow to be 
diverted through the residential area to access main  arterials thus increasing residential traffic.
 
- Parking issues.  South 29th will be used for parking during day care  events involving family members as a 
convenience for their parking needs.
 
- Property values and cosmetic views.  An obvious concern to our  neighborhood.
 
Please accept our apologies for not being at this meeting.  We are  wintering in Arizona.  Thank you.
 

A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above.  See yours in just 2 easy steps!





















































ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
      MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of February 28
through March 6, 2009 - Schedule subject to change. 

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will be joined by City Councilman Ken
Svoboda, Lincoln Fire & Rescue Chief Niles Ford and LPD Chief Tom Casady at
a news conference on 03/02/09 at 10:00 a.m. 

3. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic Condition Report - 02/28/09 - 5:30 a.m. 

4. City of Lincoln Snow/Traffic Condition Report - 02/28/09 - 11:00 a.m. 

DIRECTORS - None 

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -   None

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL -  

1. E-Mail from Robin Hadfield - RE: Opposed to the change of zone, special use
permit, and use permit at 29th & Porter Ridge Road.

2. E-Mail from LeRoy E. Ernst - RE: The entrance to the proposed child day care
center near 29th & Porter Ridge Road does not appear to be a safe location.

3. E-Mail Letter from Susan Kirkpatrick & Signatures from the majority of home
owners within the annexation area known as #08010.       

 
daadd030209/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of February 28 through March 6, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: February 27,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Monday, March 2

Wednesday, March 4

Tuesday, March 3

Thursday, March 5

Friday, March 6

News conference on ambulance response - 10 a.m., Fire Station #1, 1801 “Q” St.
Mayor's Award of Excellence - 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

Lincoln Independent Business Association Free Enterprise Celebration and Awards Banquet - 6 p.m.,
Cornhusker Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.

City-County Common Meeting - 8:30 a.m., County-City Building, room 113
Leadership Lincoln – Lincoln Executive Series government session, remarks - 5 p.m., State Capitol,
Warner Chamber

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

Lincoln Downtown Athletic Club, remarks - 11:15 a.m., Nebraska Club, US Bank Building,
233 S. 13th St. (20th floor)



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  February 27, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

Mayor Chris Beutler will be joined by City Councilman Ken Svoboda, Lincoln Fire & Rescue Chief
Niles Ford and LPD Chief Tom Casady and to discuss ambulance response at a news conference at
10 a.m. Monday, March 2 at Fire Station #1, 1801 “Q” St.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



David B Norris/Notes 

02/28/2009 05:35 AM

To CIC Snow Notification

cc

bcc

Subject snow release - 5:30 a.m. Sat., Feb. 28

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITION REPORT
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 441-7783.  THIS NUMBER IS 
FOR NEWS MEDIA USE ONLY.

For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547 (voice mail checked periodically on Saturday)

Date: February 28, 2009
Time: 5:30 a.m.

The light-to-heavy snowfall that began yesterday in the late afternoon/early evening hours 
continues today and so do the plowing and sanding efforts of City Public Works street crews.  A 
team of 57 plows and sanders began work Friday night at about 6:30 p.m. working on Lincoln’s 
snow emergency routes and major arterials to address the three-to-five inches of accumulation 
we’ve seen thus far.  Street crews are currently beginning to address the snow emergency routes 
and major arterials for a second time and will continue to monitor the storm as the morning 
progresses.

LPD reports 15 accidents since 6 p.m. Friday evening.  StarTran buses will be dispatched on 
time this morning, but there could be delays from 10 to 15 minutes in length as drivers carefully 
make their way along Lincoln streets later this morning.

Please stay informed on traffic conditions and the status of snow operations in Lincoln.  
Additional information is available on pages 48 and 49 in the blue pages of your Windstream 
phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 
441-7644.

-30-
****************************

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged

information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.



David B Norris/Notes 

02/28/2009 11:09 AM

To CIC Snow Notification

cc

bcc

Subject snow release - 11 a.m. 2-28-09

CITY OF LINCOLN
SNOW/TRAFFIC CONDITION REPORT
A COMPLETE VOICE REPORT IS AVAILABLE AT 441-7783.  THIS NUMBER IS 
FOR NEWS MEDIA USE ONLY.

For more information:
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547

Date: Saturday, February 28, 2009
Time: 11 a.m.

The snowfall has stopped in Lincoln, topping off at about five to six inches of accumulation, and 
Lincoln City Public Works street crews are now plowing in residential areas doing cleanup and 
drift-control work.  They will continue in the residential areas until about 9 or 10 p.m. tonight.  
At about 11 p.m. this evening, street crews will engage in a snow-blowing operation in the 
various business districts throughout the city including the downtown area.  A snow-blowing 
operation is the pick-up and removal of accumulated plowed snow.  Beginning Sunday at 8 a.m., 
street crews will head back into the residential areas for cleanup work and to address areas they 
couldn’t get to today. 

Parking bans are not in effect at this time.

LPD says there have been 18 reported accidents between midnight and 10 a.m. today.  Some 
StarTran buses are running on time with others experiencing five minute delays.  

Please stay informed on traffic conditions and the status of snow operations in Lincoln.  
Additional information is available on pages 48 and 49 in the blue pages of your Windstream 
phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the Public Works Snow Center at 
441-7644.

-30-
****************************

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged

information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the

original message.



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

02/27/2009 12:19 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Robin Hadfield
Address:  2801 Brummond
City:     Lincoln, NE 68516

Phone:    420-2702
Fax:
Email:    robinhad@gmail.com

Comment or Question:
I am writing in opposition to the change of zone, special use permit, and use 
permit at 29th and Porter Ridge Road, which is on the agenda for the March 2, 
2009, City Council meeting. The Planning Commission recommended denial of 
these requests, and I ask the City Council to take the same action.

I live at 2801 Brummond Drive, which is in the Porter Ridge neighborhood, 
several blocks from the proposed day care. But the entire neighborhood will be 
affected by this change of zone if it is granted. The only access to the 
neighborhood is from Porter Ridge at 27th Street or
29th Street at Pine Lake.  The proposed child care facility is on 29th Street 
about 3 blocks from Pine Lake.  I have several concerns about the proposal:

1.  Traffic:  Both 29th Street and Porter Ridge carry a great deal of traffic 
from people coming into the neighborhood and from those who cut through the 
neighborhood. A child care facility with 120 children and 30
staff will greatly add to this traffic.  On 29th Street at Pine Lake, a number 
of cars make u-turns to get to Starbucks. The minutes of the Planning 
Commission indicate that they were told the street is wide enough for traffic 
and for parking on both sides of the street. This intersection is blind for 
traffic from Porter Ridge Road, and parked cars would increase the difficulty 
in seeing oncoming traffic. The child care facility would be right in the 
middle of the T intersection of 29th and Porter Ridge. In fact, one of the 
townhouses at that intersection has had its fence knocked down by someone 
driving off the street.

Before the Planning Commission, Rick Krueger, the developer, stated he 
believed most of the traffic would come from 29th and Pine Lake. I know from 
experience that if drivers can find a shorter route they will use it, even if 
it means driving through a neighborhood. When 27th Street was under 
construction south of Pine Lake, traffic increased in the neighborhood because 
drivers found it to be a short cut. Some of this traffic continues today.

2.  Safety:  The traffic would not only create problems for other drivers, but 
would affect the safety of the children in the facility.  In addition, young 
people walk through the neighborhood to go to Scott Middle School or Adams 
Elementary.

3. Zoning:  The area is currently zoned as residential for a reason.  There is 
a business development immediately to the north and residences immediately to 
the south and east.  Those homeowners purchased their homes believing they 



would be next to residences, not a 2-story child care
facility.  The neighborhood was previously misled when DuTeau's Chevrolet was 
allowed to build at 27th and Porter Ridge in an area originally zoned for 
offices.  If the child care facility fails, any manner of businesses would be 
allowed to take over the building because the zoning
has already been changed.  It seems the zoning laws mean little.  There must 
be a reason that a child care facility with that many children is required to 
be on an arterial street.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robin Hadfield



LeRoy Ernst 
<leedme@alltel.net> 

02/28/2009 03:44 PM

To <Council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Meeting Agenda Item for Monday

Dear Members of the Lincoln City Council,

As a former school administrator (for 20 years), the safety of our children  was and still is of extreme importance to 
me and my fellow administrators. The  entrance to the proposed child day care center near 29th and Porter  Ridge 
Road does not appear to be a safe location.

South of the proposed child day care center on 29th street is the  peak of a hill. Vehicles traveling north will come 
over the crest of this hill  on a downhill slope as cars and vans will be attempting to make a left turn into  the day 
care center. This would not be safe on a dry surface. On an ice or snow  covered street, it would be very dangerous 
as vehicles turn in front of the  northbound traffic. (Examples of this danger: On February 13, 2009, a person  
driving a Honda Pilot attempted to slow down and turn on a snow covered street  near the proposed entrance to the  
day care center. She lost control and hit the  fire hydrant on the northwest corner of the intersection causing 
extensive  damage to her car and the fire hydrant. Also, the first townhouse on the north  side of Porter Ridge Road 
has had to replace four mail boxes due to people  losing control as they try to turn onto Porter Ridge Road.)

Another foreseeable danger at or near the entrance would be vehicles  traveling south up this hill on 29th street. If the 
south bound  traffic would have to stop to allow oncoming traffic pass, a snow or ice covered  street would make it 
very difficult if not impossible to start moving up the  hill after stopping. Can you imagine the traffic jam during 
peak rush hour  traffic? People in a hurry drop off their children and get to work, caught in a  dangerous traffic 
jam.)

Two other potential dangers at this location: Many of the vehicles from the  south, traveling north during rush hour 
traffic are often traveling at a high  rate of speed as they come over the crest of this hill near the proposed  entrance 
will be a hazard. Also, the heavy traffic entering or crossing  29th street from Porter Ridge Road would only increase 
an already  dangerous situation.

Please consider the safety of the children and the adults that may be  traveling on this street. As of now, it does not 
seem like a safe place to  travel. Add the congestion of parents dropping off or picking up 100 children  and 21 
employees coming and going to or from work every day. Please help keep  all of Lincoln a safe place to live and 
vote no on this proposed site. I hope  that you will consider my concerns and the concerns of the many people who  
travel these streets. Thank you.

Respectfully submitted,

LeRoy E. Ernst

2875 Porter Ridge Rd.






























