
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2009 

I. CITY CLERK 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATIONS - None 

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor presents 2008 Award of Excellence to police officer Cynthia

Koenig-Warnke.
2. NEWS RELEASE. Census workers set to canvass community. 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Fair Housing Conference planned for April in Lincoln. 
4. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor will attend the Lincoln Police Department’s media briefing on

Thursday, March 26, 2009, 8:45 a.m. at LPD, 575 South 10th Street, to announce how LPD will
use federal Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant. 

5. NEWS RELEASE. West Stanton to be renamed “Mike Scholl Street” to honor fallen marine. 
6. Response to question from Outcomes Pre-Council on March 23, 2009 submitted by Diane

Gonzolas. 
7. NEWS RELEASE. Community to receive increased grant funding for public safety. 
8. Washington Report, March 20, 2009.

 DIRECTORS: 

BUILDING AND SAFETY
1. Response to Mike Terrell on the removal of campaign signs for Mr. John Haltom. 

FINANCE/BUDGET
1. March sales tax reports reflecting January activity:

a) Actual compared to projected sales tax collections;
b) Gross sales tax collections (with refunds added back in), 2003-2004 through 2008-2009;
c) Sales tax refunds, 2003-2004 through 2008-2009; and
d) Net sales tax collections, 2003-2004 through 2008-2009.

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City cash report and pledged collateral statement as of February 28, 2009.  

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
1. Special Permit No. 09003. On-sale alcohol, 5800 Cornhusker Highway. Resolution No. PC-

01159.
2. Use Permit No. 105A. Expansion of commercial floor area, No. 84th and Holdrege Streets.

Resolution No. PC-01160. 
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III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS

JONATHAN COOK
Letter from Carolyn and Dave Nelson stating reasons to keep the South Branch Library open.

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
1. Letter from Darrel and Isabel Diedrichs, retired, requesting the Bethany Library be kept open.

Possibly shorten the hours or open on fewer days. 
2. Letter from Linda Rizbe giving reasons to keep the Bethany Library open, with background of

Bethany Library use.  

KEN SVOBODA 
1. Letter from Barb requesting fund be provided for the Lincoln Municipal Bank and the Arts

Programs. Attending the Municipal Band concerts since 1993, which are enjoyable for young
and old alike.  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
1. Email from Melissa M. Mosier. Concerned with the possible closing of two Lincoln City

Library branches. Consider all alternatives such as community members willing to staff the
branches as volunteers.

2. Email from Mark Terrell on Dr. John’s campaign signs. (Refer to reply under Building and
Safety)

3. Email from Ardiss Cederholm. Do not cut funding to the Lincoln Arts Council, including the
Lincoln Municipal Band which is largely attended and supported by the community. 

4. Letter to Council on dangerous driving situations at some drive-in restaurants in Lincoln. (Each
Council member received individual letter)    

     
V. ADJOURNMENT
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Mayor Chris Beutler today presented the Mayor's Award of Excellence for 2008 to Police Officer Cynthia 
Koenig-Warnke. The award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and work 
that demonstrates personal commitment to the City. It was presented at the beginning of today's City Council 
meeting. 

All monthly award winners are eligible to receive the annual award. Koenig-Warnke was the monthly award 
winner in July 2008. She previously received the 2007 honorable mention award for her work involving identity 
theft. In 2008, she was nominated by the category of productivity by Sergeant Sandra Myers for her work on 
the case of a missing elderly woman.

Koenig-Warnke had a new conservator appointed for the woman, so the flow of money from her bank account 
could be stopped. At that point, the loss totaled $70,000. Koenig-Warnke tracked the missing woman and a 
female suspect to a small town in Mexico. The victim had many health problems, and Koenig-Warnke 
suspected she was unaware of her circumstances. With funding from the National White Collar Crime Center, 
she led a team to Mexico, where the victim was happy to see them.  She returned with the team, and Koenig-
Warnke arranged for home health care for her. Myers said Cindy's genuine concern and her desire to help kept 
the investigation alive.

As a monthly winner, Koenig-Warnke received a $100 U.S. savings bond, a day off with pay and a plaque. The 
annual award comes with a $500 U.S. savings bond, two days off with pay and a plaque.
Engineering Specialist Greg Topil received the 2008 Honorable Mention Award for his work on the City's 4th of 
July celebration. He was the monthly winner in October 2008.

The other categories in which employees can be nominated are customer service, safety, valor and loss 
prevention. Consideration also may be given to nominations that demonstrate self-initiated accomplishments or 
those completed outside of the nominee's job description. 

All City employees are eligible for the Mayor's Award of Excellence except for elected and appointed officials. 
Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the general public.  Nomination 
forms are available on the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: personnel) or from department heads, 
employee bulletin boards or the Personnel Department, which oversees the awards program.  All nominations 
are reviewed by the Mayor's Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a representative with each union 
and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 23, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

MAYOR PRESENTS 2008 AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

- 30 -



Mayor Chris Beutler today encouraged residents to cooperate with canvassing operations scheduled to start 
Thursday by U.S. Census Bureau. About 20 Census workers will walk and driving through Lincoln 
neighborhoods as part of the Bureau's address canvassing operations program. The canvassing effort is expected 
to take five to ten weeks and is part of the advance work leading up to the spring 2010 U.S. Census.

“Having a complete count of our community's population is absolutely vital to the future economic and social 
well-being of the City,” said Mayor Beutler. “The City receives millions of dollars of public funds each year 
based on Census data. Local residents help themselves and their wallets by fully cooperating with the Bureau's 
efforts now and next spring.”

Population figures from the Census will be used primarily for the redrawing of U.S. House of Representatives 
districts. The figures also will be used by the State and local jurisdictions to set new boundaries for all officials 
elected on a district basis. Census population figures are also used to allocate hundreds of billions of dollars in 
federal and State funds. 

The purpose of the national canvassing operations program is to verify that the mailing addresses for all 
dwelling units are in the Bureau's database to ensure a complete and accurate population count.  The address 
information gathered will be used to mail Census survey forms to every American household in March 2010. 
The canvassers will use handheld computers and maps to verify and list all residential structures.  They also 
will use GIS technology to collect GPS coordinates for each location. 

All information collected by the Census is kept strictly confidential and cannot be shared with any other 
persons, institutions or agencies. Information on the 2010 Census can be obtained from the Bureau's Web site at 

. More information about the canvassing operation program can be obtained by calling the 
Lincoln Census office at 479-2320.
www.census.gov

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 23, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Kent Morgan, City-County Planning Department, 441-7491

http://www.census.gov


FAIR HOUSING CONFERENCE PLANNED FOR APRIL

In observance of National Fair Housing Month, the Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR) will 
present its annual Fair Housing Conference April 21 and 22 at the Cornhusker Marriott in Lincoln. This year's 
focus is on public housing with a session targeted at the needs of public housing authorities. There is no 
registration fee to attend the conference, however, there is a charge of $25 to attend the Awards Luncheon April 
22.  The registration deadline is April 6.

On April 21, the Realtors® Association of Lincoln is sponsoring a session for Realtors® called “Fair Housing 
Law: A Legal Update.” The presenter will be John Relman, an attorney with Relman and Dane Law Firm, 
Washington, D.C.  The seminar is available for three continuing education hours for .Realtors® , however all 
those interested are welcome to attend. 

Wednesday's sessions begin at 10 a.m. with a welcome from actress Elena Dodd portraying Eleanor Roosevelt. 
After a plenary session on diversity, participants will break for the Fair Housing Awards luncheon.  Breakout 
sessions set for the afternoon include: Fair Housing for Community and Nonprofit Organizations, Immigration 
and Fair Housing, Fair Housing and Disability Modifications and the Foreclosure Crisis in Nebraska.

Registration brochures are available by calling 441-7624, e-mailing  or visiting the City 
Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:: human). Realtors® attending the Tuesday session must register with Liz 
Bruce, Realtors Association of Lincoln, at 441-3621 or 

LCHR is sponsoring the 2009 Fair Housing Conference in partnership with the Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development, Nebraska Housing Developers Association, Nebraska Realtors® Association and the 
Realtors® Association of Lincoln. The conference is funded in part through an HUD Capacity Building Grant.

lchr@lincoln.ne.gov

lizb@lincolnrealtors.com.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Lincoln Comm. on Human Rights, 440 S. 8th St., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7624, fax 441-6937

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 24, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Mary Reece, Human Rights Commission, 441-7625, TDD 441-8398
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  March 25, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will attend the Lincoln Police Department's regular morning media briefing at 9 a.m.
Thursday, March 26 to announce how LPD will use about $1.4 million in federal Byrne Memorial Justice
Assistance Grants.   The briefing begins at 8:45 a.m. at LPD headquarters, 575 S. 10th.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



The public is invited to a ceremony Sunday, March 29 to rename West Stanton Street in northwest Lincoln in 
honor of Marine Lance Cpl. Michael D. Scholl, who died November 14, 2006 from wounds sustained during 
combat in Iraq. Scholl's family and friends will be joined by Mayor Chris Beutler, U.S. Representative Jeff 
Fortenberry and City Council Member John Spatz for the ceremony at 1 p.m. at the Air Park West Recreation 
Center, 3720 N.W. 46th St. A reception will follow.

West Stanton Street was chosen for re-naming because it is in the area where Scholl grew up. He graduated from 
Lincoln High in 2002. His mother and stepfather still live in Lincoln, and his father and stepmother live in 
Friend.  His wife and daughter live in Washington state. Scholl was 21 when he died of injuries caused by a 
roadside bomb in Al Anbar province.

Other speakers at the event include Marine Sergeant John Hunsberger who served with Scholl in Afghanistan 
and Iraq; Arnold Elementary Principal Kathy Honeycutt; and Cliff Leach, a former State Captain of the Patriot 
Guard Riders.

To reach the Air Park West Recreation Center from N.W. 48th Street, take W. Seward Street east and turn right 
onto N.W. 46th.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 25, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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"Diane K. Gonzolas" 
<dgonzolas@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/23/2009 11:35 AM

To CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Priority Lincoln survey

City Council Members:
 
Response to question from Outcomes precouncil March 23 ‐‐
 
In the scienfic random survey conducted last spring for the Priority Lincoln process, only about 21 
percent of the respondents answered correctly that the City's share of the property tax is less than 15 
percent.  About 40 percent answered 15 to 24 percent; about 28 percent answered 25 to 49 percent, 
and 11 percent answered more than 50 percent.
 
Diane

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 

not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.



COMMUNITY TO RECEIVE INCREASED GRANT FUNDING FOR PUBLIC SAFETY

Mayor Chris Beutler announced today that the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act includes $1.4 million 
to support local criminal justice and law enforcement efforts. The money is available through the Byrne 
Memorial Justice Assistance Grant program. The funding is about 15.6 times more than the $90,000 Lincoln 
received through the program in 2008.

“These funds will help us improve public safety and officer safety without impacting operating budgets,” 
Beutler said. “The primary use for the City portion of these funds will be to update the computer-aided dispatch 
system in the City's Emergency Communications 911 Center.”

The 911 Center takes calls and provides dispatching for the Police and Fire and Rescue departments as well as 
the Lancaster County Sheriff's Office. The current dispatch system was acquired in 1994. By using about 
$700,000 of grant  funds for upgrades, the City will avoid the need for a long-term lease-purchase arrangement, 
which would have required about $120,000 in lease payments each year for seven years. 

Police Chief Tom Casady said these are formula grants, which means they are based on crime rates and 
population. The grants require a joint application with Lancaster County, and the Police and Sheriff's offices 
have historically collaborated in the allocation of these dollars.

Casady said the remainder of the City's portion will help address equipment and technology needs that could 
not be met otherwise. Those include the purchase of about 12 ballistic shields that officers use to protect 
themselves when approaching an armed suspect; the purchase of 14 more TASERs; and the deployment of 
more broadband hot spots that will enable officers to complete reports in the field. 

Although the use of the funds does not require City Council approval, Casady said the plan is scheduled to be 
presented at the Council meeting April 6, and the public would have an opportunity to comment at that time.  
He expects the funds to be available by mid-summer.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 26, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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Chief Tom Casady, Lincoln Police Department, 441-7237
Julie Righter, 911 Emergency Communications, 441-7252



 

CONGRESS 
Federal bailouts continue to vex Capitol Hill.  
Questions about the economy and federal 
infusion of capital into the nation’s banking, 
mortgage, and insurance sectors are keeping 
Members of Congress busy, and news that 
insurance giant AIG would be doling out 
large bonuses only intensified the debate. 
 
A high profile House vote yesterday on 
legislation that would place a heavy tax on 
bonuses received by employees of the bailed-
out institutions was fast-tracked in that 
chamber, but the future of the measure is 
unclear.  An attempt to bring up the bill in the 
Senate shortly after it was approved in the 
House was blocked, and a number of 
Republican Senators intend to at least slow 
the pace of the legislation until its 
ramifications can be fully understood. 
 
Also on Capitol Hill this week, Congress 
continued to wrestle with an omnibus lands 
bill (S 22) that includes over 150 pieces of 
public lands and wilderness legislation that 
were approved by the House in the 110th 
Congress but did not make it through to a 
Senate vote.  The Senate approved the 
measure earlier this year, but in a rare case of 
the Senate moving faster than its counterpart, 
parliamentary tactics have held it up in the 
House.  This week, the Senate approved a 
slightly altered version of the bill that is 
designed to smooth passage in the House next 
week. 
 
The House next week is also expected to 
consider legislation (HR 1404) that would 
establish a supplemental fund to assist with 
wildfire fighting on federal lands.  The 
measure would also authorize a program to 
provide grants to local governments for 
wildfire fighting education, training, and 
equipment. 
 

Meanwhile, in addition to debating the 
“bailout tax” bill, Senators are likely to 
consider legislation recently approved by the 
House (HR 1388) that would authorize a 
significant expansion of the federal volunteer 
service program known as AmeriCorps.  See 
March 13 Washington Report for additional 
details. 
 
Finally, the third time looks to be a charm for 
President Obama’s pick for Secretary of 
Commerce.  Former Washington Governor 
Gary Locke’s appointment was approved 
unanimously by the Senate Commerce 
Committee this week, clearing the nomination 
for a Senate floor vote.  In addition, former 
Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk is now the United 
States Trade Representative, as his 
nomination was approved easily by the full 
Senate this week on a vote of 92-5. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
LaHood and Donovan announce “Partnership 
to Promote Sustainable Communities.”  This 
week, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood 
and Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Secretary Shaun Donovan testified jointly 
before the Subcommittee on Transportation 
and Housing and Urban Development 
(THUD) of the House Appropriations 
Committee.  At the hearing the two 
Secretaries announced a new partnership 
between their agencies designed to promote 
sustainable communities by coordinating 
housing and transportation initiatives. 
 
LaHood and Donovan testified that the new 
partnership will focus on cutting the costs 
associated with housing and transportation, 
which together amount to nearly 60 percent 
of the average American family budget.  
Under the Partnership, a new interagency task 
force will coordinate and develop 
transportation and housing policies and 
investment to address household 
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transportation and housing costs, including 
strategies to provide more affordable 
housing near employment opportunities 
and transportation options. 
 
According to a joint HUD-Department of 
Transportation (DOT) press release, a 
primary goal of the interagency task force 
will be the development of integrated 
housing, transportation, and land use plans 
in all major metropolitan areas over the 
next four years.  To help metropolitan 
areas meet that goal, HUD will offer 
planning grants under the Sustainable 
Communities Initiative, a new program 
outlined in the Administration’s FY 2010 
budget proposal.  Concurrent with HUD’s 
efforts, DOT will encourage metropolitan 
planning organizations (MPOs) to 
incorporate integrated planning as part of 
their long-range transportation plans and 
will provide MPOs with technical 
assistance and scenario planning. 
 
In his testimony, LaHood said the joint 
HUD-DOT effort will complement his 
“Livability Initiative,” his new plan to 
create a transportation network that 
provides an increased array of 
transportation options for easy access to 
employment opportunities and other 
destinations, while simultaneously 
minimizing the deleterious effects of 
transportation on the community. 
 
AVIATION 
Congress Extends FAA Authorization for 
Six Months.  The House and Senate both 
unanimously approved legislation (HR 
1512) this week that will extend the 
authority of the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to collect and spend 
aviation-related taxes through the end of 
the current fiscal year on September 30. 
 
This six-month extension gives Congress 
more time to complete work on a multi-
year authorization of the FAA.   The 
previous long-term authorization of FAA 
expired two years ago.  Since then, 
disagreements over how to fund aviation 
programs have stymied congressional 
efforts to enact a long-term authorization 
of FAA.  The House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee approved a long-
term authorization of FAA (HR 915) 
earlier this month, and the full House is 
expected to pass the measure soon.  
However, key senators continue to 
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disagree on the funding mechanism for 
FAA programs, complicating final 
passage of the bill. 
 
The current temporary authorization of 
FAA program and the taxes that fund 
them expires March 31.  President 
Obama, whose Administration waded 
into the funding battle this week by 
signaling support for changing how FAA 
programs are funded, will sign HR 1512 
when it reaches his desk. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
Weekly update on stimulus activities. An 
array of further details regarding 
available funding through the American 
Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
(ARRA) of 2009. 
 
Health and Human Services 
HHS released $100 million in funding 
for senior nutrition programs.  State 
distributions can be viewed at: 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/a
oa/arrafunding.html 
 
Housing and Urban Development 
Approximately $1.98 billion is available 
for the Neighborhood Stabilization 
Stimulus Program. 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.d
o;jsessionid=ddpcJ4bQLBNGRDP9K7T
JrmQlkQzpfkYrG1CvTGBzkydP177gR
wJh!1677821819?oppId=45924&flag20
06=false&mode=VIEW  
 
Notice for the Homeless Prevention 
Fund on March 19, which identifies 
eligible grantees and the requirements 
for receiving funding, eligible activities, 
eligible participants,  reporting 
requirements, and other critical 
information. 
http://www.hud.gov/recovery/homeless-
prevention.cfm 
 
This week HUD alerted customers of a 
bogus and deceptive website that is 
attempting to gain personal information.  
Please note the following as a bogus 
HUD ARRA address: 
http://bailout.hud-gov.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Department of Justice 
Information for the Office on Violence 
Against Women Recovery Act 
Transitional Housing Assistance Grants 
can be viewed at: 
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/docs/recover
y-transitional-housing-asst.pdf.  
 
Application for the COPS Hiring 
Recovery Program (CHRP) at: 
http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/Default.asp?I
tem=2108 
**Please note that CHRP grants will be 
accepted online from March 16, 2009 
through April 14, 2009. 
 
The Edward Byrne Competitive Grant 
Program solicitation: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recovery/
RecoveryByrne.pdf  
 
Combating Criminal Narcotics Activity 
Stemming from the Southern Border 
competitive grant.. 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recovery/
RecoverySouthernBorder.pdf 
 
Department of Labor 
State and outlying area allotment levels 
for the Labor Department’s employment 
and training programs ARRA funds. 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/
eta20090249-chart.pdf  
 
Department of Transportation 
FTA posted a Major Milestones sheet at: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/ARR
A_Formula_Milestone_Dates_03.10.09.
doc  
 
Department of the Treasury 
Recovery act implementation plan for 
the Community Development Financial 
Institutions Fund, which can be viewed 
at: 
http://www.cdfifund.gov/recovery/imple
mentationplan.pdf  
 
Environmental Protection Agency  
Accepting applications for the 
Browfields Job Training Grants. The 
closing date for receipt of applications is 
April 20, 2009. 
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/epareco
very/index.htm  
 
 
 
 



 

GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities  
The National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) is currently accepting 
applications for Preservation Education 
and Training Grants. These grants help the 
staff of cultural institutions obtain the 
knowledge and skills needed to serve as 
effective stewards of humanities 
collections. Grants also support 
educational programs that prepare the next 
generation of conservators and 
preservation professionals, as well as 
projects that introduce the staff of cultural 
institutions to recent improvements in 
preservation and access practices. NEH is 
expected to award 30 grants between 
$50,000 and $250,000 each. The deadline 
for applications is July 1, 2009. 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/pet.h
tml 
 
Health and Human Services 
The Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) released funding for 
Abandoned In fan ts  Ass i s tance : 
Comprehensive Support Services for 
Families Affected by Substance Abuse 
and/or HIV/AIDS. Funding through this 
program is intended to develop and 
implement programs of comprehensive 
community-based support services, to 
evaluate the implementation and outcomes 
of these comprehensive support services, 
and to develop these programs as 
identifiable sites that other state and local 
agencies can look to for guidance, insight 
and possible replication. Grantees must 
provide at least 10 percent of the total 
approved cost of the project. A total of 
$3.8 million dollars will be awarded. The 
deadline for applications is May 11, 2009. 
For more information, visit: 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?
oppId=45912&flag2006=false&mode=VIE
W 
 
Department of Agriculture 
The Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced available funding for the 2009 
Farmers' Market Promotion Program. The 
purpose for this funding is to increase 
domestic consumption of agricultural 
commodities by expanding direct 
p r o d u c e r - t o - c o n s u m e r  m a r k e t 
opportunities. Eligible applicants include: 
local and tribal governments, nonprofit 
organizations, agricultural cooperatives, 
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producer networks or associations, 
public benefit corporations, economic 
development corporations and regional 
farmers' market authorities. No match is 
required. The deadline to apply is April 
27, 2009. See the Notice of Funds 
Available (NOFA) at: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/
E9-5491.pdf. 
 
Housing and Urban Development 
The Housing and Urban Development 
Department unveiled a new website as it 
begins putting in place the elements of 
the president’s housing rescue initiative. 
Help for homeowners looking to 
refinance their mortgages or negotiate 
lower payments with their bank can be 
found at: 
MakingHomeAffordable.gov. 
 
  



"Mike J. Petersen" 
<mjpetersen@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/25/2009 02:26 PM

To "'mterrell@windstream.net'" <mterrell@windstream.net>

cc "Fred A. Hoke" <fhoke@lincoln.ne.gov>, Tammy J Grammer 
<TBogenreif@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

bcc

Subject Campaign Signs

Mark- I received an e-mail from our director re: campaign signs for Mr. John Haltom (aka Dr. 
John)  I understand your concern that his candidacy may not be allowed under a State or County 
statute, and that perhaps because of that, his campaign signs would be illegal.  Per the City 
Attorney's office, as long as his campaign signs are on private property, and are not blocking the 
view of traffic or pedestrians, the signs would be permitted under his first amendment rights. Not 
only that, the City Attorney's office indicated that he could be a 'write-in' candidate, and that 
would still allow him the ability to campaign for himself.  Now, if his signs are not on private 
property, but are instead located in the public right-of-way, we will be obligated to require the 
removal, and or relocation of the signs.  The only time we will actively remove signs, is if they 
are a life-safety hazard. Please let me know if you have noticed any signs in the public 
right-of-way, and we will be swift to correct the violation.  I can also be reached at 441-6445.  
Thank-you.  -Mp
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recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.

 

 - Mike Petersen.vcf



             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2008-09 2008-09 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 07-08 FR. 07-08
SEPTEMBER $4,648,330 $4,377,476 ($270,854) ($144,262) -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,842,011 $4,736,074 ($105,937) ($237,187) -4.77%
NOVEMBER $4,836,314 $4,851,237 $14,923 $191,378 4.11%
DECEMBER $4,534,401 $4,336,273 ($198,128) ($387,336) -8.20%
JANUARY $4,654,027 $4,209,000 ($445,027) ($381,789) -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,930,039 $5,691,880 ($238,159) $585,203 11.46%
MARCH $4,312,238 $4,184,988 ($127,250) $88,852 2.17%
APRIL $4,101,468
MAY $4,785,046
JUNE $4,631,241
JULY $4,699,599

AUGUST $4,990,120

TOTAL $56,964,834 $32,386,929 ($1,370,431) ($285,141) -0.87%

 
Actual collections through March are 4.06 % below projections for the year



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84% $4,812,555 4.35%

OCTOBER $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22% $4,845,000 -4.12%

NOVEMBER $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44% $4,937,998 2.48%

DECEMBER $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92% $4,545,947 -4.37%

JANUARY $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37% $4,465,270 -3.29%

FEBRUARY $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62% $5,775,594 3.20%

MARCH $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18% $4,258,773 -3.68%

APRIL $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19%

MAY $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 $4,664,470 2.75% $4,859,251 4.18%

JULY $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 $4,772,617 2.53% $4,983,976 4.43%

AUGUST $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 $4,887,329 -2.09% $5,026,702 2.85%

TOTAL $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 $56,302,764 0.77% $57,723,030 2.52% $33,641,136 -0.68%#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) ($90,282) 230.10% ($435,079) 381.91%

OCTOBER ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) ($79,688) -52.19% ($108,925) 36.69%

NOVEMBER ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) ($158,855) 3993.08% ($86,760) -45.38%

DECEMBER ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) ($29,848) -82.99% ($209,674) 602.47%

JANUARY ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) ($26,308) -68.79% ($256,270) 874.13%

FEBRUARY ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) ($489,939) 49.77% ($83,713) -82.91%

MARCH ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) ($325,269) 143.51% ($73,785) -77.32%

APRIL ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) ($108,764) -16.73% ($70,988) -34.73%

MAY ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) ($22,529) -94.10%

JUNE ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) ($478,184) 206.87%

AUGUST ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) ($43,759) -92.32%

TOTAL ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) ($1,989,734) -15.05% ($1,325,195) 1.24%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 $4,546,247 $4,521,738 -0.54% $4,377,476 -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 $4,545,825 $4,973,261 9.40% $4,736,074 -4.77%

NOVEMBER $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 $4,654,599 $4,659,859 0.11% $4,851,237 4.11%

DECEMBER $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 $4,270,321 $4,723,609 10.61% $4,336,273 -8.20%

JANUARY $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 $4,470,347 $4,590,789 2.69% $4,209,000 -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 $5,666,534 $5,106,677 -9.88% $5,691,881 11.46%

MARCH $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 $3,991,501 $4,096,136 2.62% $4,184,988 2.17%

APRIL $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 $3,888,098 $4,118,712 5.93%

MAY $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 $4,514,268 $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 $4,478,219 $4,722,943 5.46%

JULY $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 $4,616,793 $4,505,792 -2.40%

AUGUST $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 $4,317,734 4,982,944 15.41%

TOTAL $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 $53,960,485 $55,733,297 3.29% $32,386,929 -0.87%
Year to date vs.
previous year

Page 3













































WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/22/2009 05:04 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     Melissa M Mosier
Address:  1227 G
City:     Lincoln, NE 68508

Phone:
Fax:
Email:

Comment or Question:
Just wanted to take the time to voice my disagreement concerining the possible 
closing of two Lincoln City Library branches. I am a staff member at Love 
Library on UNL campus. Because of this I am aware of the range of services 
that all libraries provide for surrounding communities. I have found that 
there a many community members whose needs were served best by the public 
libraries, rather than by the UNL libraries. These needs, such as access to 
computers and the internet, general interest reading material and current 
periodicals, are vital to community growth and self-determination. Please do 
not allow access to these resources to be limited any more than they already 
are. Lastly, I have heard much discussion about the willingness of community 
members to staff these branches as volunteers. If at all logistically 
possible, please consider this as an alternative.

Thank you for your time,

Melissa M Mosier



"mark  terrell" 
<mterrell@windstream.net> 

03/25/2009 10:44 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject dr john sign

History: This message has been replied to and forwarded.

can you have him take douwn his campain  signs?



Ardiss Cederholm 
<acederholm1@neb.rr.com> 

03/25/2009 03:43 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Lincoln Arts Council

Dear Council Members,
 
I am writing to urge you not to cut funding to the  Lincoln Arts Council.
It's important, now, more than ever, to preserve  the Arts and especially
the Lincoln Municipal Band.  The Sunday  evening concerts in Antelope
Park are largely attended and supported by the  Lincoln community.
 
Thank you,
Ardiss Cederholm





ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
      MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of March 28 
through April 3, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: City Awarded More Than $10 Million In Federal
Funding Bill.      

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Urges Residents To Participate In Earth Hour.  

4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Severe Weather Awareness Week Begins April 6 -
Public Invited to WeatherFest April 4.

 
DIRECTORS - None

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -   None

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - 

1. E-Mail from William J. Wood, President, Real Estate Owners and Managers
Association - RE: An ordinance may be introduced today to raise the licensing
fees for multi-family residential units.  

daadd033009/tjg  



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of March 28 through April 3, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: March 27,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Sunday, March 29

Wednesday, April 1

Tuesday, March 31

Monday, March 30

Thursday, April 2

Friday, April 3

Street re-naming ceremony in honor of the late Marine Lance Cpl. Mike Scholl, remarks - 1 p.m.,
Air Park Recreation Center, 3720 N.W. 46th St.

News conference on workforce stimulus project - 1:30 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room

Lincoln Public Schools international student visitors from Samara, Russia - 1:15 p.m.,
County-City Building, Mayor's Conference Room, 555 S. 10th St.,

Rotary 14 Salute to Business luncheon, remarks and medallion presentation - noon,
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.
News conference to promote biking - 10 a.m., Centerpark Garage, 12th and “N” streets

Saudi Student Carnival opening ceremonies - 10 a.m., UNL's Kauffman Hall, 630 N. 14th St.
Saudi Student Carnival welcome dinner - 6:30 p.m., UNL Student Union (main campus)



CITY AWARDED MORE THAN $10 MILLION
 IN FEDERAL FUNDING BILL

Mayor Chris Beutler today thanked members of Nebraska's congressional delegation for their work to include 
millions of dollars of local priorities in the 2009 federal Omnibus Appropriations Bill approved by Congress 
earlier this month. The bill includes about $2.5 million for the Special Olympics 2010 USA National Games to 
be held in Lincoln and $5.2 million for the Antelope Valley Project.

“This federal funding is essential to the success of key projects in our community,” said Mayor Beutler.  “These 
local priorities are often wrongly characterized as pet projects, but they are in fact people's projects -- projects 
we ask our congressional delegation to fight for.  In many cases the earmark process is the only way to get 
federal funds for these important initiatives in states with smaller populations.”  Beutler said U.S. Senator Ben 
Nelson, U.S. Representative Jeff Fortenberry and former U.S. Senator Chuck Hagel worked hard to get the 
local priorities in the federal bill.

Beutler also thanked Senator Nelson for his work in ensuring the bill's passage.  “His support of the entire bill is 
greatly appreciated by all communities looking to improve services to their residents,” he said.  “I am grateful 
for his efforts to ensure that Lincoln taxpayers receive their fair share of our federal tax dollars.”  

Lincoln will receive $4.6 million for flood control and $570,000 for transportation improvements as part of the 
Antelope Valley Project. Other local projects included in the bill are $550,000 for wastewater treatment facility 
improvements and $132,000 for Police Department technology upgrades.   The bill also includes about $2 
million for local nonprofits, including the Center for People in Need, St. Monica's, CEDARS and the Nebraska 
Meth Project.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 27, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

- 30 -



MAYOR URGES RESIDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN EARTH HOUR

Mayor Chris Beutler today issued a proclamation (below) urging residents to participate in Earth Hour, an 
international event to promote action on climate change. The Mayor encourages residents to turn off any non-
essential lights from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, March 28. Earth Hour is organized by the World Wildlife 
Fund, and more information is available at www.EarthHourUS.org.

Earth Hour Day

Whereas, Earth Hour began in Sydney, Australia in 2007, when 2.2 million homes and businesses switched off 
their lights for one hour; and

Whereas, in 2008, 50 million people switched off their lights; and

Whereas, for the first time in history, people of all ages, nationalities, race and background have the opportunity 
to use their light switch as their vote; and

Whereas, VOTE EARTH is a global call to action for every individual, business and community to stand up and 
take control over the future of our planet; and

Whereas, more than 74 countries and territories have pledged their support to VOTE EARTH during Earth 
Hour 2009; and

Whereas, together we can take control of the future of our planet for future generations,

Now, therefore, I, Chris Beutler, Mayor of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska, due hereby proclaim March 28, 2009 
as “Earth Hour Day” and urge citizens to join this worldwide movement by switching off their lights for one 
hour.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 27, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK BEGINS APRIL 6
Public invited to WeatherFest April 4

Lancaster County Emergency Management Director Doug Ahlberg today urged all citizens to create or review 
their families' severe weather plans as part of Severe Weather Awareness Week Monday, April 6 through 
Sunday, April 12.  Ahlberg also encouraged the public to attend the free severe weather symposium 
“WeatherFest” from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 4 at Hardin Hall, 3301 Holdrege.  WeatherFest is a 
family event that focusing on weather-related issues. 

“Those who don't already have a specific plan to deal with severe weather should establish one immediately,” 
said Ahlberg. “For those who do have a plan, reinforcing it on an annual basis is very important.”  Ahlberg 
said plans should include a location where all family members will report in the event of severe weather 
activity such as a tornado. Families also should make sure they have flashlights and a battery-operated radio.

“A great gift for the entire family would be a NOAA all-hazards radio,” Ahlberg said. “It can be a great tool 
for staying abreast of potential severe weather, and it gives your family the best possible chance of reacting 
and seeking shelter in a timely manner.”

Ahlberg said tornados can happen anytime of the year, but April, May and June historically have the most 
tornado activity. He said tornados are most likely to occur between 4 and 9 p.m.

Ahlberg thanked the local media outlets whose meteorologists and weather forecasters have been providing 
severe weather tips in advance of Severe Weather Awareness Week.  The local monthly test of the severe 
weather notification system was postponed from the usual first Wednesday of the month to the second 
Wednesday to coincide with Severe Weather Awareness Week.

For more information on severe weather preparedness, visit the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: 
emergency).

LANCASTER COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
575 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7441, fax 441-7407

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 30, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Doug Ahlberg, Emergency Management, 441-7441

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Dave Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547



WebForm 
<none@lincoln.ne.gov> 

03/30/2009 12:39 PM

To General Council <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for
General Council

Name:     William J. Wood
Address:  808 "D" Street
City:     Lincoln, NE  68502

Phone:    (402) 435-6260
Fax:      (402) 477-1827
Email:    wmwood@windstream.net

Comment or Question:
The Real Estate Owners and Managers Association understands that an ordinance 
may be introduced today to
raise the licensing fees for multi-family residential units.  Our organization 
of approximately 135 members opposes said increase.  We would like time to 
discuss this with the mayor and various council members. Therefore, we are 
requesting that this ordinance not be introduced until we have time to visit 
with the mayor and council members.  In the alternative, if it is introduced 
today we request that the second reading not occur until the next evening 
meeting.  A substantial number of our members wish to testify.  We believe 
that we are being treated differently than the developers since the impact fee 
was not increased this year and also believe that due to the current economic 
situation now is not the time to increase fees.  We are also concerned that 
various proposals we have given Building and Safety, that would allow them to 
lower their costs, have not been implemented.

William J. Wood,
President,
Real Estate Owners and Managers Association
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