
City Council Introduction: Monday, April 13, 2009
Public Hearing: Monday, April 20, 2009, at 1:30 p.m. Bill No. 09-46

FACTSHEET
TITLE: STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 08009,
requested by Nebraska Acquisition Corp., to vacate the
west 362 feet of the east-west alley between South 18th

Street and South 20th Street and between J Street and K
Street. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: Consent Agenda: 02/25/09
Administrative Action: 02/25/09

RECOMMENDATION: A finding of conformance with
the Comprehensive Plan (7-0: Gaylor Baird, Carroll,
Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Partington, and Sunderman
voting ‘yes’; Larson and Taylor absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT:

1. This is a request to vacate the west 362 feet of the east-west alley between South 18th Street and South 20th

Street and between J Street and K Street.  The purpose of this proposed alley vacation is to better facilitate the
improvements being made to the Lincoln campus of Kaplan University.  

2. The staff recommendation to find the proposed alley vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan
is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3.

3. On February 25, 2009, this application appeared on the Consent Agenda of the Planning Commission and was
opened for public hearing.  No one came forward to speak.

4. On February 25, 2009, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 7-0 to find the
proposed alley vacation to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

5. The appraisal by Clint Thomas of the Housing Rehab & Real Estate Division of the Urban Development
Department is found on p.7, finding that the area being vacated should be sold to the abutting property owner for
$580.00.  

6. The petitioner has paid $580.00 to the City Clerk and the provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal
Code have been satisfied.  

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Preister DATE: April 3, 2009

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: April 3, 2009

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2009\SAV.08009
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________
for FEBRUARY 25, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Street and Alley Vacation No.08009

PROPOSAL: To vacate the west 362 feet of the east-west alley between S. 18th Street
and S. 20th Street and between J Street and K Street.

LOCATION: Generally located at S. 18th Street and K Street

CONCLUSION: The vacation of this right-of-way conforms to the Comprehensive Plan provided
easements and access are retained for public utilities.

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 1-12, Block 2, Lavenders Addition; Lots 18 and 19, Block 3,
McMurtry’s Addition, all located in the NW 1/4 of Section 25-10-6,
Lancaster County, Nebraska.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING: Both sides of this alley are zoned O-1. North of the
alley is the existing and proposed expansion of the Kaplan University Building.  On the south
side of the proposed vacation is the parking lot for Kaplan University.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 
Support development and implementation of the Antelope Valley project which is to provide neighborhood
revitalization, transportation and transit opportunities and stormwater improvements on the east side of Downtown,
the UNL campus and surrounding neighborhoods. As the Antelope Valley project progresses, ensure that  new
development is compatible with the existing Downtown and is pedestrian oriented.(p.37)

Alleys are not included in the functional classification (p 102) 

HISTORY:  

July 28, 2008 City Council approved a change of zone (#08029) from R-6 and
R-7 Residential to O-1 Office district. 

September 1988 Special Permit #289B was approved amending the original site plan to
include the construction of a storage shed, a parking lot with 24 parking
stalls and a building expansion. 

July 1988 Special permit #940B was approved to again expand the existing parking
lot.

September 1987 Council approved special permit #940A for the expansion of the existing
parking lot.
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June 1981 Special permit # 940 was approved to construct a parking lot in a residential
zoning District

1979 Zoning Update The west 100 feet of this block was converted from E Multiple to R-7
Residential and the remaining portion of this block was converted
from D Multiple to R-6 Residential.

August 1964 A Special Permit # 289 for a private business school was approved

UTILITIES: LES, Windstream, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: Vacating a portion of the alley will create a dead end alley if a public
access easement is not retained.

ANALYSIS:

1. Kaplan University is in the process of renovating its Lincoln campus by adding
approximately 18,200 square feet to their existing building, adding parking and
landscaping. To better facilitate these improvements, Kaplan would like to vacate a
portion of the alley abutting their property.  

2. Although a portion of the alley is being vacated public access will be retained along the
entire alley allowing the public to access both S. 20th Street and S. 18th Street via the
alley.

3. A utility easement will also be retained over the existing alley to maintain accessability to
existing and future infrastructure.

4. Lincoln Municipal Code Chapter 14.20 requires the City to establish the proper price to be
paid for the right-of-way, as well as any amounts necessary to guarantee required
reconstruction within the right-of-way.  These values must be established and deposited
with the City Clerk prior to scheduling the vacation request with the City Council.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL AGENDA THE
FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are met.

PRIOR TO TH E TRANSFER OF TITLE TO THIS PROPERTY, THE FOLLOWING MUST BE
COMPLETED:

1.2 A utility easement and public access easement across the entire alley
vacation must be retained by the City.
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Prepared by:

Christy Eichorn
Planner

DATE: February 12, 2009

APPLICANT /OWNER: Nebraska Acquisition Corp
Attn: Kaplan Higher Education
3750 Brookside PKWY., STE 150
Alpharetta, GA 30022-1433

CONTACT: Ken Bunger 
8712 W. Dodge RD., STE 400
Omaha, NE 68114-3431
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STREET & ALLEY VACATION NO. 08009

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: February 25, 2009

Members present: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Partington and Sunderman;
Larson and Taylor absent.  

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: STREET AND ALLEY VACATION 08009
and STREET AND ALLEY VACATION NO. 09001.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Cornelius moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Partington and carried 7-0: 
Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Francis, Partington and Sunderman voting ‘yes’;
Larson and Taylor absent.
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2007 aenal Street & Alley Vacation #08009 
Between S 18th to 19th and J to K Streets 051, 
Zoning: 1­

One Square Mile 
Sec 25 Tl0N R06E4.'''U __ 
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INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO FROM Clinton W Thomes 
to C~y Coondl Member.;....""­

DEPARTMENT. City Coongl Office DEPARTMENT Housing Rel'lab to Reel Estate DN,sion 

ATIENTION:	 om Mardl6.2009 

COPIES TO,	 Teresa J. MeJer SUBJECT SlAHIt a Aley V.eat-oon No (8009 
MaMn Krolll EaSWJelt Mey 18· - 19~ SI_is: 
John Hendry between J and K SIreets 
Byron Blum, Bldll to Safely 
Jean Prelster, Planning 

A request has been made to vac:ata the easVWest alley be~ J atld K SIAHIts from 18"' Street to 
19" Street. The alea was viewed and 'ppe'" al a concrete-surfaced alley There IS e~idenal of 
several ullliHh wlthln the alley Ovefhead electrlc. c:ab. 'rod telephone wires run l/v"oo..lgh he alley 
A grate Inlet was observfKlln the alley wtllen il thought to Hrve an unde<glound storm sewer and the 
emtem;e of another manhole was Observed. 11 IS nol ktlOWt'l ,,"'he1hef that mal'lhole '" on t'>e storm 
sewer system or a sanitary sewer line; however, ItaII hal ,ndlcated the need 10 retain ubl~y easements 
for ait the e~sbng ublltlel 

PublIC Woro hal also indIcated lhll vacahon Will crealII" dead"nd alley I~uation and have as~ed lor 
eltholf a t\il'll around or a publiC access easement over the alley It has been Indlca1ed a publtc access 
easemenllhould be retained over the en~re area to be vacatad 

Long. AaI'l'OW ItripS sueh .. lheM I1Irery have any vatue. in and 01 themselves, bUI can ta~.e on tile 
vatue oll/le abutbng property II assembled onto ~ In lnll case. tha amount 01 utilities .....,thon the area 
woukllead 10 the poulblhty of frequenl ,"lrutlQA InlO the alley for maintenance and repa" of tho ullh~es 

The retel'lloon of a public IcotSl "Mm,nt OWIt the enhre allay.....,11 also severely Iimltl1S use to the 
abuttlng land 0Yi'YWf M such, ~ IS oonSidered to ha~e minimal value and Il ~alue 01 $0 10 1'"" square 
fool IS deem«! aPPfOOllllle The ealeulallons ata as follows 

S 792 sq It X SO lOJr.q It z $57920 Called S580 00 

TherefOfe.« is recommended II the alea be V3Cllted« be sold to the abutuog property owner for $580 

Ralpeetlulry IUbmllted,/'..... 

(;. -4~",,~ ,i ) !,f&-t, '-d ~ 
C~nlonW T~ 
Certrfied General A~lser Il99OO23 
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