
City Council Introduction: Monday, April 20, 2009
Public Hearing: Monday, April 27, 2009, at 5:30 p.m. Bill No. 09-58

FACTSHEET

TITLE: CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 09006, requested by
the Director of the Urban Development Department,
to designate the former Northeast Branch “Carnegie”
Library as a Landmark, generally located at North 27th

Street and Center Street.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval

ASSOCIATED REQUESTS: Declaration of Surplus
Property (09-56), Change of Zone No. 08074 (09-57)
and Street & Alley Vacation No. 09003 (09-59).

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 04/08/09
Administrative Action: 04/08/09

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (8-0: Gaylor Baird,
Carroll, Esseks, Francis, Partington, Larson,
Sunderman and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Cornelius
absent). 

FINDINGS OF FACT:  
1. This change of zone request was heard by the Planning Commission in conjunction with the associated

Declaration of Surplus Property, Change of Zone No. 08074 and Street & Alley Vacation No. 09003.  

2. The purpose of this change of zone request is to designate the former Northeast Branch Library Building as
a historic landmark.  The library was built in 1908 at the southwest corner of 27th and Orchard Streets.  This
library building was relocated to its current location at 2121 N. 27th Street in 1992.  The building has
remained in city ownership since its construction, serving since its relocation as the office of a local
revitalization agency.  The property is currently owned by the City of Lincoln and is proposed to be declared
surplus and sold to Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach.  

3. The staff recommendation of approval is based upon the “Analysis” as set forth on p.3, finding that the
proposed landmark designation will recognize and protect a building of historic and architectural significance
and is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  The Preservation Guidelines are found on Exhibit “A”
attached to the proposed ordinance.  The Historic Preservation Commission has recommended approval. 
The staff presentation is found on p.5-6.

 
4. Testimony in support on behalf of Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach is found on p.6-7.

5. There was no testimony in opposition.

6. On April 8, 2009, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 8-0 to
recommend approval of this landmark designation.  

7. On April 8, 2008, the Planning Commission also voted 8-0 to recommend approval of the associated
Change of Zone No. 08074, and to find the proposed Declaration of Surplus Property and Street & Alley
Vacation No. 09003 to be in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Preister DATE: April 13, 2009

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: April 13, 2009

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2009\CZ.09006+
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LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for APRIL 8, 2009 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No.09006   

PROPOSAL: To designate the former Northeast Branch “Carnegie” Library as a landmark

LOCATION: N. 27th St and Center St.

EXISTING ZONING:   I-1-Industrial

CONCLUSION: The proposed landmark designation will recognize and protect a building of
historic and architectural significance in conformance with the Comprehensive
Plan.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The remaining portion of Lots 8 through 11, Block 3, Deerfield Addition;
located in the SE 1/4 of Section 13-10-6, Lancaster County, Nebraska.

EXISTING LAND USE: Office

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  
North: I-1, Industrial Parking lot and railroad corridor
South: P, Public Lincoln Water System
East R-4, Residential Multi-family

I-1, Industrial Grain elevators
West: P, Public

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: CPC#09003 surplus property, SAV #09003 and 
CZ #08074 Change of Zone

HISTORY:
February 9, 2009 CPC #08027 to amend the N. 27th St. Corridor and Environs  Redevelopment

Plan for the Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach Project was approved by the
City Council.

June 1988 CZ#2403 for a change of zone from I-1 and R-2 to R-4 on the east side of N.
27th St and Center St. was approved by the City Council. 

The former Carnegie Library was moved to its current location in 1992. Since the building was
moved it has been used for NeighborWorks as office space.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 
Require new development to be compatible with character of neighborhood and adjacent uses. (p.68)

Adopt as public policy the careful stewardship of significant, publicly owned historic resources, including a full  and open
examination of alternatives when major alterations or demolition are considered.  Designation of such resources under
the preservation ordinance would demonstrate leadership and standardize review of proposed changes.

Continue to inventory, research, evaluate, and celebrate the full range of historic resources throughout Lancaster
County, collaborating with individuals, associations, and institutions, and designating landmarks and districts through
the local preservation ordinance and National Register of Historic Places. (p. 142)

ANALYSIS:
1. This application is for landmark designation of the former Northeast Branch Library building.

2. The property in this application is owned by the City of Lincoln and is proposed to be
declared surplus and sold to Matt Talbot Kitchen and Outreach. 

3. Consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, the City seeks to designate the property as a
landmark to identify its historic significance and to provide a public process of design review
of future changes to the property.

4. Properties that are designated as landmarks under chapter 27.57 of the Lincoln Zoning Code
are subject to design review prior to alteration or additions.  The proposed preservation
guidelines under which such review would be conducted are attached.

5. The library was built in 1908 at the southwest corner of 27th and Orchard Streets with
$10,000 in assistance from Andrew Carnegie.  George Berlinghof was the architect for the
Neoclassic building of buff brick with limestone trim.  The library operated until 1982, then
in 1992 was relocated approximately one mile north to allow commercial redevelopment of
its original site.  The building has remained in city ownership since its construction, serving
since its relocation as the office of a local revitalization agency.  The landmark application
is attached.

6. The Historic Preservation Commission recommended unanimously on March 19, 2009 that
the library be designated as a landmark for its architectural and historical significance.

Prepared by:

Ed Zimmer
Historic Preservation Planner

DATE: March 26, 2009
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APPLICANT: Dave Landis, Director
Lincoln Urban Development Department

OWNER: City of Lincoln

CONTACT: Ed Zimmer, Planner
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
402-441-6360
ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov
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October 5. 1992 ,,.<is mO\'lOg day fur th... 
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