
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, MAY 4, 2009 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113
11:00 A.M.

I. CITY CLERK 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

PRESENTATIONS:
 1. Public Works and Utilities Department

MAYOR
*1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler’s news conference on upcoming City budget decisions

and an online citizens survey to be held Tuesday, April 21, 2009, 1:15 pm at 555 S. 10th

Street. (Sent to Council Members on 04/20/09)
*2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor announces new online survey.
*3. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) officials and

Hampton Enterprises representatives break ground for VA Regional Office at a news
conference on Thursday, April 23, 2009, 10:00 am, southwest of 40th and Old Cheney. 

*4. NEWS RELEASE. Ground broken for $14 million Regional VA Office in Williamsburg
Village. 

*5. Ombudsman Lin Quenzer’s response to John Petty (IV Correspondence, #1, Directors
Meeting, April 20, 2009) on ticket for expired tags.  

*6. NEWS RELEASE. Section of North 27th Street to close for work on bridge. 
  7. Washington Report, April 24, 2009.

 DIRECTORS 

FINANCE/BUDGET
  1. April sales tax reports reflecting February activity:

a) Actual Compared to Projected Sales Tax Collections;
b) Gross Sales Tax Collections (with refunds added back in) 2003-2004 through 2008-2009;
c) Sales Tax Refunds 2003-2004 through 2008-2009; and
d) Net Sales Tax Collection 2003-2004 through 2008-2009. 

FINANCE/TREASURER
*1. Investment report for quarter ending November 30, 2008.
  2. Monthly City Cash Report, collateral statement March 31, 2009.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
*1. NEWS RELEASE. Board of Health award winners announced. 
*2. NEWS RELEASE. Are your children’s immunizations current?
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*3. NEWS RELEASE. Air quality watch. People with heart and lung disease encouraged to stay
inside. 

  4. NEWS RELEASE. Ultimate Safe Kids Day and The Safe Kids Blast.

LIBRARIES
  1. NEWS RELEASE. Abraham Lincoln traveling learning station exhibit coming to Lincoln

City Libraries on May 1st. 

PLANNING
*1. Capital Improvement Program for 2009/10 - 2014/15 cover letter. Planning Commission

edition of CIP available on-line. 
*2. Planning Commission action on April 22, 2009. 
  3. Public input meeting for Lincoln MPO certification review.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
  1. Special Permit No. 08017A. Soil excavation, North 56th Street/Highway 77 and Bluff Road.

Resolution No. PC-01164.

PUBLIC WORKS/WATERSHED 
  1. Memo from Nicole F. Tooze, Special Projects Administrator, on FEMA floodplain mapping

and update.
1a. Letter from Ben Higgins, Senior Engineer, on the “Preliminary Digital Flood Insurance

Rate Map for Lancaster County, Nebraska and Incorporated Areas”.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
*1. Web link for the spring issue of The Urban Page.
  2. Lincoln Mall Capitol Environs Amendment to the Lincoln Center Redevelopment Plan.

   
III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL

MEMBERS

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Request to Fred Hoke, Building & Safety Director - RE: Assist the neighborhoods with

problems such as graffiti, snow removal, etc. (RFI#20 - 04/09/09)

*2. Request to Dave Landis, Urban Development Director - RE: TIF (RFI#21 - 04/22/09) -SEE
RESPONSE FROM DAVID LANDIS ON USE OF TIF. 

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL
*1. Email from Jane Okalebo. Keep all our libraries open, operating and running. 
*2. InterLinc correspondence from Tom Maul asking questions on City contracts. 
*3. Letter from Becky Vandenberg on the need for another truck stop at N.W. 48th and West O

Street. (Delivered to Council Members on Monday, April 20, 2009 before formal meeting)
*4. Email from Jerry Wolf on the Court of Industrial Relations. 
*5. Whitehead Oil Company, M. E. “Bus” Whitehead letter on water and sewer district at 84th and

Cornhusker Highway.
*6. Email from August Ponstingl. Fluoride information and website address for video on fluoride

and water fluoridation.
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  7. Letter from Bob Reeves regarding assessed values on property and raising the tax rate thereby
not cutting City services. 

  8. Faxed correspondence on electronic vote counting.     
  9. Email from Garry Martin in spport for re-allocation of funds from Lincoln Mall to improve

the condition of Centennial Mall. 
10. Save the South Branch Library flyer sent by Isabel Velázquez.
11. Email from Jim regarding 22nd Street, “P” to “Q” Street on the east side. 

V. ADJOURNMENT  

* Held Over from 04/27/09.

   W:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\DA050409.wpdmmm



 

CONGRESS 
Members return from Spring Break.  Both the 
House and Senate were back in session this 
week after a two-week recess in their home 
districts.  While activity on the House and 
Senate floors was relatively quiet, 
negotiations on a number of high-profile 
matters remains ongoing. 
 
House and Senate negotiators are working to 
finalize a FY 2010 budget resolution, the 
blueprint by which annual spending and tax 
bills will be considered his year.  The main 
point of contention remains the inclusion of 
“reconciliation” instructions, which would 
prohibit Senate filibusters on key White 
House priorities in areas such as education, 
health care, and climate change.  House 
Democratic leadership is pressing hard for 
such instructions, while the idea concerns 
some Senate Democrats, who may join with 
Republicans to reject the idea.  Congressional 
leaders have pledged to complete the budget 
resolution next week to match-up with the 
President’s first 100 days in office. 
 
Intense negotiations are also occurring in the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, 
where a subcommittee of that panel is 
preparing to consider climate change 
legislation next week.  This represents the 
first formal consideration of the matter under 
the Obama Administration.  Key to the bill is 
the idea of “cap and trade,” where greenhouse 
emissions would be capped for industries, but 
a market-based emissions trading system 
would be also implemented.  A number of 
House members from coal-producing states 
are asking that some electric utilities be 
provided free emissions allowances until 
technology to capture greenhouse gases is 
widely available. 
 
House and Senate leaders are also looking to 
finalize broad-based mortgage legislation that 

would expand the borrowing authority of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC) and provide fixes to the $300 billion 
Hope for Homeownership housing program 
created last summer to assist troubled 
homeowners in improving “toxic” loans.  Still 
unresolved is language allowing federal 
bankruptcy judges to modify the terms of a 
home mortgage in some cases to prevent 
foreclosure — a procedure known as 
“cramdown.” 
 
Meanwhile, the House approved a number of 
non-controversial bills this week, including a 
measure (HR 1139) to reauthorize the COPS 
Program at the Department of Justice through 
FY 2014 at $1.8 billion annually.  This action 
is a good indication that the House intends to 
increase funding for this program when FY 
2010 appropriations are considered.  The 
legislation does not make any changes to the 
program.  In addition, a bill (HR 1580) that 
would authorize funding for federal research 
designed to prevent improper disposal of 
electronic waste was passed by the House. 
 
Finally, President Obama came closer to 
completing his Cabinet this week, as Kansas 
Governor Kathleen Sebelius was approved on 
the committee level for the post of Secretary 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services.  She is expected to be confirmed by 
the full Senate next week.  In addition, 
President Obama nominated Mercedes 
Marquez to be Assistant Secretary for 
Community Planning and Development at 
HUD.  If confirmed, Marquez – who is 
currently director of the Los Angeles Housing 
Department – would be responsible for the 
Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program and other HUD initiatives 
of importance to local governments.  
Marquez was also a senior advisor on civil 
rights and fair housing matters to HUD 
Secretary Andrew Cuomo during the Clinton 
Administration. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
EPA takes first step towards regulating 
greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean 
Air Act.  The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) formally published in the 
Federal Register today a proposed finding 
that greenhouse gas emissions contribute to 
air pollution and may endanger public 
health or welfare.  The proposed finding is 
the first of a multistep process of EPA 
regulating greenhouse gas emissions under 
the Clean Air Act. 
 
The proposed finding arises from a 2007 
Supreme Court ruling (Massachusetts v. 
EPA) in which the Court held that EPA 
must determine whether or not greenhouse 
gas emissions from new motor vehicles 
cause or contribute to air pollution that 
may reasonably be anticipated to endanger 
public health or welfare. 
 
President Obama has said that while the 
Administration is legally compelled to 
move forward with regulation of 
greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean 
Air Act, they prefer that Congress address 
the issue legislatively.  Both the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee 
and the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee have begun drafting and 
holding hearings on legislation that aims to 
limit greenhouse gas emissions via a cap-
and-trade system.  Many Washington 
observers believe that the move by EPA is 
intended to put pressure on Congress to 
make difficult choices on climate change 
this year. 
 
Additional information may be found on 
the EPA website at: 
http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/endang
erment.html 
 
STIMULUS GUIDANCE 
GAO issues first review of state and local 
use of recovery funds.  the Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) released its 
first bimonthly review of state and local 
use of American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds this 
week. 
 
At a Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs hearing 
on April 23, 2009 a GAO representative 
discussed recommendations that have been 
made to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) regarding ARRA 
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implementing guidance.  GAO 
recommended that OMB issue updated 
guidance that would clarify state and 
local use of stimulus dollars for 
administrative costs, make changes to 
the single audit process, and create a 
standard procedure to calculate jobs 
created and retained.  OMB issued its 
most current implementing guidance on 
April 3, 2009: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/assets/
memoranda_fy2009/m09-15.pdf 
 
Vice President Joe Biden, who oversees 
ARRA, sent a letter to Committee 
Chairman Joe Lieberman (I-CT) and 
Ranking Member Susan Collins (R-ME) 
prior to the hearing that outlined the 
changes OMB plans to make.  The letter 
said that the forthcoming OMB guidance 
is expected to respond to the GAO 
recommendations, and will also include 
details on data reporting requirements 
and the roles and responsibilities of 
ARRA fund recipients and sub-
recipients with respect to data collection, 
quality control, and compliance. 
Updated ARRA implementing guidance 
from OMB is expected in early May. 
 
At the Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs  hearing 
Lieberman and Collins voiced their 
support for using a portion of ARRA 
money to fund state and local 
administration and oversight.  Carolyn 
Coleman, Director of Federal Relations 
at the National League of Cities, testified 
at the hearing on behalf of cities.  She 
stated that OMB must continue to clarify 
and enhance ARRA reporting 
requirements for cities.  Coleman also 
encouraged OMB to better explain the 
types of projects that are eligible for 
ARRA funding and to release detailed 
guidance about calculating jobs created 
and retained. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
Weekly update on stimulus activities. 
Information made available since April 
3, 2009 regarding the American 
Reinvestment and Recovery Act 
(ARRA) of 2009. 
 
Department of Education 
$108.8 million in funding for targeted 
students and communities is now 
available to states, including $69.2 

million in 52 Homeless Children and 
Youth Grants and $39.6 million in 180 
Impact Aid Construction Grants. Press 
release: 
http://www.ed.gov/news/pressreleases/2
009/04/04132009.html. 
 
Department of Energy 
$3.3 billion in smart grid technology 
development grants and an additional 
$615 million for smart grid storage, 
monitoring and technology viability: 
http://www.appanet.org/legislative/index
.cfm?ItemNumber=24024. 
April 16 press release: 
http://www.energy.gov/news/7282.htm. 
 
DOE also established the DOE Recovery 
Act Clearinghouse: 
https://recoveryclearinghouse.energy.go
v/index.htm. 
 
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
$2 billion in ARRA funding for child 
care and disease prevention through the 
Child Care and Development Fund 
(CCDF). This money is directly 
allocated to states. The allocations and 
more information on the CCDF can be 
found at: 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/a
cf/childcare.html. 
 
HHS also released $1 billion for the 
Community Services Block Grant 
(CSBG) program. The money is directly 
allocated to states and then distributed to 
community groups. State allocations: 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/a
cf/csbgmap.html. 
 
Department of Homeland Security 
$100 million in ARRA funds for the 
Emergency Food and Shelter Program 
(EFSP). These funds are directly 
allocated to counties. Grant allocations: 
http://www.fema.gov/government/grant/
efs2009.shtm 
Press release: 
http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1
239302787726.shtm. 
 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
HUD’s April 8 webcast regarding the 
Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-
Housing Program (HPRP) is archived at: 
http://www.hud.gov/webcasts/archives/r



 

ecoveryact.cfm. 
 
Department of Justice 
BJA posted additional Recovery Act FAQs 
on the BJA Recovery Act webpage: 
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recovery/R
ecoveryByrneFAQ.pdf. 
 
 The COPS Hiring Recovery Program 
(CHRP) application closed on April 14th. 
A total of 7,263 applications were received 
for 39,314 officer positions. The 
applications represent a total of $8.342 
billion in funding requests for the $1 
billion in available funding. 
 
Department of Labor 
Updated guidance on Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) programs funded in 
ARRA: 
http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/attach/TE
GL/TEGL14-08_Ch1acc.pdf. 
 
Department of Transportation 
$8 billion in ARRA funding for intercity 
high-speed rail: 
http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/31 
April 16 press release: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2009/dot5109.h
tm 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
The Office of Brownfields and Land 
Revitalization (OBLR) is currently 
accepting requests from high performing 
Brownfields revolving loan funds grantees 
for ARRA funding. Requests must be 
submitted to EPA Regional Contacts by 
May 1, 2009. For more information 
regarding this opportunity and regional 
contacts, see: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-
8240.pdf. 
 
ARRA state allocations from the Leaking 
Underground Storage Tanks (LUST) Trust 
Fund. More information regarding the 
$200 million in LUST funds can be found 
at: 
http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/eparecovery/
index.htm 
State allocations are listed at: 
http://www.epa.gov/swerust1/eparecovery/
statealloc.htm. 
 
On its recovery website, EPA also added 
useful links to support resources: 
 
http://www.epa.gov/recovery/resources.ht
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ml 
Contact information for federal agencies 
implementing EPA programs funded in 
ARRA: 
http://www.epa.gov/recovery/contacts.ht
ml 
 
National Endowment for the Arts 
NEA announced $19.8 million in one-
time grants to state arts agencies and 
regional arts organizations to support the 
arts sector of the economy. Grant 
allocations: 
http://www.arts.gov/recovery/grants/NE
A-ARRA-grants-to-states-regions.html 
Press release: 
http://www.arts.gov/news/news09/nea-
announces-first-recovery-grants.html. 
 
GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
Department of Homeland Security 
DHS posted the FY 2009 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grants (AFG) Program 
Guidance. The AFG awards will provide 
approximately $510 million to fire 
departments and nonaffi l ia ted 
e m e r g e n c y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e 
organizations. This is NOT the funding 
in the stimulus bill for firehouse 
construction. Applications for this 
funding opportunity are due May 20, 
2009. The program guidance can be 
found at: 
http://www.firegrantsupport.com/docs/2
009AFGguidance.pdf. 
 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities  
NEH is currently accepting applications 
for Preservation and Access Research 
and Development Grants. This funding 
is used to find better ways to preserve 
materials of critical importance to the 
nation's cultural heritage and to develop 
advanced modes of searching, 
discovering and using these materials. 
Applications are due July 30, 2009. For 
more information, see: 
http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.d
o?oppId=46494&flag2006=false&mode
=VIEW. 
 
NEH is also accepting applications for 
Humanities Collections and Resources 
funding. Twenty awards will be granted 
for projects that provide an essential 
foundation for scholarship, education, 
and public programming in the 

humanities. Applications are due by July 
15, 2009. The full grant guidance can be 
found at: 
http://www.neh.gov/grants/guidelines/H
CRR.html. 
 
Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency 
Prevention  
OJJDP is seeking applications for 
funding under its FY 2009 Child Abuse 
Training for Judicial and Court 
Personnel. Through this program, OJJDP 
seeks to provide judicial, legal, and 
social service professionals with the 
training and technical assistance needed 
to meet the numerous challenges facing 
juvenile and family courts. Applications 
are due May 19, 2009 through OJP’s 
Grants Management System (GMS): 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/
FY2009/CATJCP.pdf. 
 
OJJDP is currently accepting 
applications for the FY 2009 Field 
Initiated Demonstration Program. The 
purpose of this program is to foster 
innovations and advancements in 
juvenile justice-related practice at the 
local, state, and tribal government levels. 
Discretionary grants of up to $300,000 
for projects over a period of two years 
will be awarded. Applications are due 
May 26, 2009 through OJP’s Grants 
Management System (GMS): 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/
FY2009/FIDO.pdf. 
 
OJJDP is also accepting applications for 
FY 2009 Court Appointed Special 
Advocates Program – Membership 
Services and Accreditation. The purpose 
of this program is to ensure that abused 
and neglected children receive high-
quality representation in dependency 
court hearings. Applications are due 
May 5, 2009 through OJP’s GMS: 
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/grants/solicitations/
FY2009/CASAMandA.pdf. 
 
  
  



             Actual Compared to 
           Projected Sales Tax Collections

VARIANCE
2008-09 2008-09 FROM $ CHANGE % CHANGE

PROJECTED ACTUAL PROJECTED FR. 07-08 FR. 07-08
SEPTEMBER $4,648,330 $4,377,476 ($270,854) ($144,262) -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,842,011 $4,736,074 ($105,937) ($237,187) -4.77%
NOVEMBER $4,836,314 $4,851,237 $14,923 $191,378 4.11%
DECEMBER $4,534,401 $4,336,273 ($198,128) ($387,336) -8.20%
JANUARY $4,654,027 $4,209,000 ($445,027) ($381,789) -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,930,039 $5,691,880 ($238,159) $585,203 11.46%
MARCH $4,312,238 $4,184,988 ($127,250) $88,852 2.17%
APRIL $4,101,468 $4,048,629 ($52,839) ($70,083) -1.70%
MAY $4,785,046
JUNE $4,631,241
JULY $4,699,599

AUGUST $4,990,120

TOTAL $56,964,834 $36,435,558 ($1,423,270) ($355,223) -0.97%

 
Actual collections through April are 3.76 % below projections for the year



CITY OF LINCOLN
GROSS SALES TAX COLLECTIONS 
(WITH REFUNDS ADDED BACK IN)

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL FR. PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 YEAR 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,453,875 $4,648,160 $4,630,210 $4,573,597 -1.22% $4,612,020 0.84% $4,812,555 4.35%

OCTOBER $4,670,587 $4,706,690 $4,823,369 $4,712,519 -2.30% $5,052,950 7.22% $4,845,000 -4.12%

NOVEMBER $4,526,166 $4,687,792 $4,799,275 $4,658,480 -2.93% $4,818,715 3.44% $4,937,998 2.48%

DECEMBER $4,314,111 $4,500,338 $4,511,403 $4,445,761 -1.46% $4,753,456 6.92% $4,545,947 -4.37%

JANUARY $4,335,924 $4,264,010 $4,342,902 $4,554,634 4.88% $4,617,097 1.37% $4,465,270 -3.29%

FEBRUARY $5,531,405 $6,086,841 $5,797,893 $5,993,653 3.38% $5,596,617 -6.62% $5,775,594 3.20%

MARCH $3,980,041 $4,158,874 $4,247,908 $4,125,074 -2.89% $4,421,405 7.18% $4,258,773 -3.68%

APRIL $3,889,388 $4,097,988 $3,991,159 $4,018,709 0.69% $4,227,476 5.19% $4,119,617 -2.55%

MAY $4,602,788 $4,730,317 $4,543,369 $4,895,921 7.76% $4,753,366 -2.91%

JUNE $4,599,245 $4,557,735 $4,539,614 $4,664,470 2.75% $4,859,251 4.18%

JULY $4,391,257 $4,519,466 $4,655,061 $4,772,617 2.53% $4,983,976 4.43%

AUGUST $4,893,438 $4,803,665 $4,991,723 $4,887,329 -2.09% $5,026,702 2.85%

TOTAL $54,188,225 $55,761,877 $55,873,886 $56,302,764 0.77% $57,723,030 2.52% $37,760,753 -0.89%#DIV/0!
Year to date vs.

 Page 1 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
SALES TAX REFUNDS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FR. PRIOR ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PRIOR ACTUAL FROM PRIOR
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 YEAR 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER ($69,997) ($135,858) ($80,882) -40.47% ($27,350) ($90,282) 230.10% ($435,079) 381.91%

OCTOBER ($110,193) ($165,219) ($358,866) 117.21% ($166,695) ($79,688) -52.19% ($108,925) 36.69%

NOVEMBER ($219,454) ($101,531) ($173,972) 71.35% ($3,881) ($158,855) 3993.08% ($86,760) -45.38%

DECEMBER ($390,445) ($325,510) ($6,319) -98.06% ($175,440) ($29,848) -82.99% ($209,674) 602.47%

JANUARY ($59,315) ($220,967) ($269,713) 22.06% ($84,287) ($26,308) -68.79% ($256,270) 874.13%

FEBRUARY ($323,218) ($394,324) ($73,395) -81.39% ($327,119) ($489,939) 49.77% ($83,713) -82.91%

MARCH ($22,759) ($99,240) ($165,869) 67.14% ($133,574) ($325,269) 143.51% ($73,785) -77.32%

APRIL ($199,018) ($69,900) ($196,682) 181.38% ($130,611) ($108,764) -16.73% ($70,988) -34.73%

MAY ($155,787) ($122,283) ($166,567) 36.21% ($381,653) ($22,529) -94.10% ($117,201) 420.23%

JUNE ($194,593) ($34,811) ($14,085) -59.54% ($186,252) ($136,308) -26.82%

JULY ($42,086) ($162,998) ($39,492) -75.77% ($155,825) ($478,184) 206.87%

AUGUST ($531,884) ($148,028) ($57,700) -61.02% ($569,595) ($43,759) -92.32%

TOTAL ($2,318,751) ($1,980,668) ($1,603,541) -19.04% ($2,342,280) ($1,989,734) -15.05% ($1,442,395) 8.33%
Year to date vs.

Page 2 previous year



CITY OF LINCOLN
NET SALES TAX COLLECTIONS

2003-2004 THROUGH 2008-2009

% CHG. % CHG.
ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL FROM PR. ACTUAL FROM PR.
2003-2004 2004-2005 2005-2006 2006-2007 2007-2008 YEAR 2008-2009 YEAR

SEPTEMBER $4,383,878 $4,512,303 $4,549,328 $4,546,247 $4,521,738 -0.54% $4,377,476 -3.19%

OCTOBER $4,560,394 $4,541,471 $4,464,503 $4,545,825 $4,973,261 9.40% $4,736,074 -4.77%

NOVEMBER $4,306,712 $4,586,261 $4,625,303 $4,654,599 $4,659,859 0.11% $4,851,237 4.11%

DECEMBER $3,923,666 $4,174,828 $4,505,085 $4,270,321 $4,723,609 10.61% $4,336,273 -8.20%

JANUARY $4,276,609 $4,043,044 $4,073,189 $4,470,347 $4,590,789 2.69% $4,209,000 -8.32%

FEBRUARY $5,208,187 $5,692,517 $5,724,498 $5,666,534 $5,106,677 -9.88% $5,691,881 11.46%

MARCH $3,957,283 $4,059,634 $4,082,038 $3,991,501 $4,096,136 2.62% $4,184,988 2.17%

APRIL $3,690,371 $4,028,088 $3,794,477 $3,888,098 $4,118,712 5.93% $4,048,629 -1.70%

MAY $4,447,001 $4,608,034 $4,376,803 $4,514,268 $4,730,837 4.80%

JUNE $4,404,651 $4,522,924 $4,525,529 $4,478,219 $4,722,943 5.46%

JULY $4,349,171 $4,356,468 $4,615,569 $4,616,793 $4,505,792 -2.40%

AUGUST $4,361,554 $4,655,637 $4,934,023 $4,317,734 4,982,944 15.41%

TOTAL $51,869,477 $53,781,209 $54,270,346 $53,960,485 $55,733,297 3.29% $36,435,559 -0.97%
Year to date vs.
previous year
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: April 27, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Brian Baker, 441-8046

ULTIMATE SAFE KIDS DAY & THE SAFE KIDS BLAST
Events Work to Safe Lives, Prevent Injury

Ultimate Safe Kids Day on Sunday, May 3 takes place from 1 to 3 p.m. at SouthPointe Pavilions,
27th Street at Pine Lake Road.  The Safe Kids Blast on Tuesday, May 19 is scheduled from 3 to 6
p.m. at The Salvation Army, 27th at Potter Street.  Bicycle helmets donated by Scheels All Sports
will be available for $12 with proceeds to support Safe Kids.  Both events are coordinated by
Safe Kids Lincoln-Lancaster County to prevent the incidence of unintentional childhood injury,
the leading cause of death to children nationally and in Lancaster County.

In 2007, Tracie Toscano experienced first hand the importance of safe practices.  Tracie had
carefully read the instructions for her 19 month-old daughter’s car seat to ensure that she was
correctly fitted and strapped in.  When a deer crashed into her car on the highway causing it to
roll repeatedly, her daughter emerged with the car roof mere inches above her head, dirt
imbedded in her nose and eyes and shattered glass in her hair--but otherwise uninjured.  “We
don’t just hand out fliers at these events, we show families how to be safe and what can happen if
you don’t use safe practices,” notes Safe Kids co-chair, Brian Baker.  Both events offer hands-on
demonstrations and activities in seven key areas:  child passenger safety, child pedestrian safety,
bicycle safety, sports safety, fire and burn prevention, water safety and home safety.

Joshua Collingsworth passed away due to complications from a drowning accident in June 2008.
“Everybody thinks they know, but you’ve got to remind yourself over and over,” notes Joshua’s
father, Blake Collingsworth.  “It’s amazing with kids how fast it can happen.”  In July 2008, the
number one cause of death for 1- to 4-year old children in Nebraska was due to drowning.
Joshua’s family has since established a memorial foundation, published a water safety children’s
book titled “Josh the Baby Otter” and partnered with the YMCA to create Float 4 Life infant and
toddler water training courses.

-more-



Ultimate Safe Kids Day & The Safe Kids Blast
April 27, 2009
Page 2

Between 2003 and 2005, 16,851 Lancaster County children 14 years old and younger received
treatment in local hospitals.  These injuries accounted for 23,124 days of hospitalization and total
hospital charges of $11,362,951.

Brian Baker notes, “We know that a bike helmet can keep a skateboard fall from causing a fatal
brain injury.  A four-sided fence can prevent a toddler from drowning in a pool.  A booster seat
can keep a child alive during a car crash.”  Blake Collingsworth agrees.  “Start early…and every
time you finish, give them a big hug and a kiss.”



        News Release 
 
        CONTACT:  Barbara Hansen 
April 29, 2009       Lincoln City Libraries  
         402-441-8512 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Abraham Lincoln traveling learning station exhibit coming to 

Lincoln City Libraries on May 1st 
 

“Abraham Lincoln:  Self-Made in America” features reproduction artifacts from the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum 

 
A world-class traveling exhibit featuring reproduction artifacts from the Abraham 

Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, Illinois is coming to the Bennett Martin 
Public Library, 14th & N Street, Lincoln, NE, from May 1 to May 29, 2009.  The public may 
view the exhibit free of charge during the library’s regular hours:  

Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday 12 to 6 p.m. 

 
“Abraham Lincoln: Self-Made in America” was created to commemorate the 200th 

anniversary of the birth of America’s greatest president by the Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum.  The “We, the People” program of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, a federal agency, provided major financial support for the exhibition and 
accompanying programs.  The Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation and the History 
Channel provided additional financial and in-kind support.    
 

The exhibit covers Lincoln’s childhood, his self-education, his careers as a surveyor and 
lawyer, his family life, the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, the 1860 Presidential election, the Civil 
War, the 13th Amendment, the Emancipation Proclamation, his assassination, and other 
important periods and events in his life.  The reproduction artifacts on display, all modeled from 
originals in the Presidential Library and Museum, include:  Lincoln’s favorite books; his son 
Tad’s toy cannon; the nameplate from his Springfield home; his stovepipe hat, which he used 
like a briefcase to hold important papers; a Presidential campaign banner; an axe that Lincoln 
used to chop wood; the bloody gloves found in Lincoln’s pocket the night of his assassination; 
and many other unique and interesting items.             
 



The traveling learning station exhibit is being displayed in 40 public libraries and 
historical societies over the next two years.  It was one of just two “We, the People” programs 
for the Lincoln Bicentennial funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities.  The exhibit 
will travel the nation from September 2008 through September 2010.   

 
Abraham Lincoln, the son of a subsistence farmer, came of age during a dramatic 

transformation in America’s economic life.  Like many of his contemporaries, he embraced a 
new emphasis on personal initiative, risk-taking, and ambition.  He was only 22 when he left his 
family home to find his own way.  After enduring a series of personal failures in business, he 
became a prosperous attorney, devoted husband and father, successful politician, and, finally, the 
16th President of the United States.  While Lincoln benefited from close association with a 
number of powerful friends, his own talents and ambitions combined with hard work and a 
dedication to self-improvement to produce a unique American specimen - the self-made man.   

 
The American Library Association of Chicago and the Tribeca Film Institute of New 

York made strong contributions to the exhibit programming.   
 
For more information about the “Abraham Lincoln:  Self-Made in America” exhibit, visit  

www.PresidentLincoln.org. 
 

#     #     # 
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PUBLIC INPUT MEETING

FOR LINCOLN MPO
CERTIFICATION REVIEW

Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization

May 5, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. 

On May 5 and 6, 2009, the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) will be visiting the Lincoln
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
to discuss the metropolitan area transportation
planning process and the effectiveness of that
process. The Nebraska Department of Roads
and StarTran officials also are involved in these
discussions.

The FHWA and the FTA conduct the MPO
certification review every four years. The review
evaluates the effectiveness of the MPO’s
transportation planning process and verifies that
the MPO is complying with federal regulations.

In addition to the participating public agencies,
the FHWA and FTA need to hear from the
community. A public input meeting is scheduled
for this purpose on the evening of May 5, 2009
at 5:00 p.m. in the County-City Building,
Room 113, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska.

The Lincoln MPO strongly encourages you to
attend and to share with the FHWA and the FTA
representatives any thoughts you might have
regarding to the MPO’s transportation planning
process.

If you are unable to attend the meeting, please
feel free to share any comments with the MPO
by contacting the MPO in person at the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning
Department, via phone, mailed letter, or email.
Please submit all comments prior to the May
5, 2009 public input meeting.

If you have questions regarding the May 5,
2009 public input meeting, please do not
hesitate to contact the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Planning Department.

Contact Information:

— Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Dept.
— 555 South 10th Street - Suite 213
— Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

Phone: (402) 441-7491

Fax: (402) 441-6377

Email: mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov

Website: lincoln.ne.gov keyword:  mpo

Office hours: 
Monday - Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Public Notice



"Nicole F. Tooze" 
<ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov> 

04/29/2009 02:01 PM

To CouncilPacket <CouncilPacket@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc "Trish A. Owen" <TOwen@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Greg S. 
MacLean" <gmaclean@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Fred A. Hoke" 
<fhoke@lincoln.ne.gov>, "Marvin S. Krout" 

bcc

Subject

City Council members, 
 
Back in November, we briefed the you on the updated FEMA floodplain mapping for the 
Lincoln area.  At the time, we indicated we would be notifying property owners within or 
near both the existing and proposed FEMA floodplain boundary when FEMA’s official 
public notice of the 90-day appeal period occurred.  FEMA has finally issued the public 
notice.  The attached letter provides information about that notice, a website and 
contact person for questions, and lets property owners know about an open house 
scheduled for May 21st to provide more information.  The letter also indicates that any 
appeals based on technical information should be submitted to the Watershed 
Management Division by July 2nd in order for the City to review and forward to FEMA 
within the 90-day appeal period.  
 
As a reminder, the FEMA floodplain update is generally based upon information already 
adopted locally by the City of Lincoln.  We anticipate it would be the fall or winter of this 
year before the updated FEMA maps would be before the City Council for adoption by 
reference in the Zoning and Subdivision codes as required by FEMA.  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email or give me a call 
at 441-6173.  
 
Nicole Fleck-Tooze
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and 
may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are 
not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: archgarry2@windstream.net
Sent: Tuesday, April 28, 2009 11:41 PM
To: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: Tammy J. Grammer; Robin S. Eschliman; Doug Emery; Jon Camp; Jonathan A. Cook; John 

Spatz; Ken R. Svoboda; Dan K. Marvin
Subject: Lincoln's Centennial Mall

I Garry Martin of 338 South 29th Street here in Lincoln have attached the following letter of 
support for re‐allocation of funds from Lincoln Mall to improve the condition of Centennial 
Mall.  See below. 
 
Dear Honorable City Council Members and Mayor Beutler 
 
It has been brought to my attention that refurbishment of a portion of Lincoln’s Centennial 
Mall is to come forward to you to support.  I recommend that you approve this project at it 
is vital for the growth and well‐being of the city of Lincoln. 
 
It seems like this should be an obvious solution to vote on.  Development funds have been 
provided by TIF money allocated and not used on the Lincoln Mall project.  You are being 
asked to re‐associate these funds to another portion of the mall which is directly related to 
the scope of work associated with the Lincoln Mall work.  I believe you need to look at the 
mall projects contiguously, much like the grand insight of Bertram Goodhue in his original 
design concept. 
 
Currently, the mall is in a desperate state of disrepair.  The fountains have been shut down 
and covered up, some of the stairs are not safe to walk on and the base concrete is spalling. 
These are unsafe conditions that need to be rectified for public safety.   
 
The Nebraska State Capitol is a major landmark in our city with lots of visitors coming 
annually to visit.  These visitors travel or at least view down the Centennial mall and see 
the unsightly condition.  This leaves each visitor with a lasting negative impression of the 
city.  If we want these persons to return and even to live and do business in our city we 
need to take care of and show pride in the resources we have. 
 
As a board member of the Preservation Association of Lincoln (PAL) I look forward to a 
dialogue on the visions of the Architect in this rehabilitation.  Without knowing the exact 
design that will be brought forth to enhance this public space, I believe that this is an 
important issue to move forward on.  I do hope that PAL at the time of schematic design, will 
become a part of the public input.  I believe that PAL fulfills an important niche in Lincoln 
that needs to be represented in how the mall is improved and how it relates to the Nebraska 
State Capitol and into the downtown fabric of Lincoln. 
 
I understand that this project brought before you already has strong support from Urban 
Development, the Planning Commission and the Capitol Environs Commission.  With money in 
place to support the construction of mall renovation, a big hurdle has been removed.   I urge 
you to vote for the refurbishment of Centennial Mall.  This is something that needs to be 
done for safety, for aesthetics, for the relationship of Capitol re‐development, for a better 
downtown and most importantly for the pride of our community. 
 
Thanks for your support. 
 
Garry Martin 
 







1

Tammy J. Grammer

From: jim [jimjj@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 12:51 AM
To: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Cc: Mayor
Subject: Fw: http://www.ireport.com/docs/DOC-252163
Attachments: faint_grain1.jpg; imstp_animation_butterflies_en_020908.gif

  
I can not help but smell a skunk here. The city sells land for five grand, why so cheep? 
Dean Hillhouse now has his corner listed for sale or lease. SE corner of 22 and P looks like someone gave him 
some legal advice. What are you going to do with 22nd P to Q street on the east side...210 N 22 
220 N 22, these people should not be left hanging. What is going on. I watch all the developments and this 
smells strange. Why so quiet about this block (200 block north 22) 
Jim 
-------Original Message------- 
  
  
http://www.ireport.com/docs/DOC-252163 

 



ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
      MONDAY, MAY 4, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor: Fund Idea Too Narrow To Create Jobs.

2. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of May 2
through May 8, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.       

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Reserve Your City Practice Field Online. 

DIRECTORS - None

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -  

JON CAMP - 

1. Response E-Mail to Gail Steen - RE: The Library Board.

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN - 

1. E-Mail to Kent & Gail Steen with response email - RE: The Library Board.  

2. E-Mail from Patricia Taft - RE: Her application to the library board in January.     

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL - 

1. E-Mail from Patricia Taft - RE: Item 37 amending section 4.20.010 of the LMC
to shorten the terms of the Library Board for the City of Lincoln - strong
favorable consideration. 

daadd050409/tjg  



MAYOR:  FUND IDEA TOO NARROW TO CREATE JOBS

Mayor Chris Beutler today said a proposed “Roads to Jobs” fund lacks the flexibility needed for Lincoln's job 
creation efforts. City Council member Ken Svoboda. has a resolution on Monday's City Council agenda to 
establish the fund with $8 million in the seldom used Special Assessment Revolving Fund. 

“I agree that we need a fund to help businesses expand or locate in Lincoln, but roads are only one part of 
economic development picture,” said Mayor Beutler. “Our efforts must be tailored to the needs of the individual 
companies.  Right now, our greatest obstacle in attracting new business is the lack of job creation incentives the 
City can use to help compete with other communities across the nation. If the money was placed in a more 
flexible fund, we could help solve this problem.”

The Mayor said he is willing to work with Svoboda and the Council to expand the proposal beyond just roads to 
better fit the City's economic development needs.

Beutler said a new job creation fund would complement the urban growth bill recently signed by Governor 
Heineman. The bill, sponsored by Lincoln Senator Amanda McGill, allows cities to create urban growth 
districts on their edges.   The estimated sales tax revenues generated within a district can be pledged for debt 
service on an urban growth bond, and the bond proceeds would used to fund a broad range of infrastructure 
needs, including roads. 

“A fund that simply focuses on roads is too narrow,” Beutler said. “We need to maximize the use of these one-
time funds with a focus on the economic long-term future of our community.
I would like to work with the Council to make this a fund that will really create jobs.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 1, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of May 2 through May 8, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: May 1,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Saturday, May 2

Sunday, May 3

Monday, May 4

Wednesday, May 6

Thursday, May 7

Mayor's Run, remarks, start race - 7:30 a.m., State Capitol (south side)

32nd Annual Lincoln National Guard Marathon and Half-Marathon, remarks, start race - 7 a.m.,
14th and Vine streets “horseshoe” at UNL Coliseum

International visitors from Canada - 9:45 a.m., Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building,
555 S. 10th St.

LPS Foundation Gold Star Salute, remarks/medallion presentation to David McCammon - 5:30 p.m.,
Pershing Center, 226 Centennial Mall South

KFOR - 7:45 a.m.
News conference - 10 a.m., topic and location to be announced
Asian Community and Cultural Center annual event honoring past board presidents, remarks,
proclamation, present plaques - noon, Holiday Inn Downtown, 141 N. 9th St
Humane Society annual dinner, remarks, present awards - 6 p.m., Holiday Inn Downtown 

Children's Mental Health Awareness Day, proclamation - 10:15 a.m., Mayor's Conference Room
Veterans Center grand opening, remarks - 3 p.m., 3119 “O” St., Suite A
Nebraska Restaurant Association 2009 Taste of Nebraska annual banquet and awards presentation -
6 p.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 333 S. 13th St.
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Jon Camp [joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com]
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2009 8:57 AM
To: steen@neb.rr.com
Cc: Dan Marvin; Doug Emery; John Spatz ; Jonathan Cook; Ken Svoboda; Robin Eschliman; 

Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Library Board

Gail: 
 
Thank you for your email.   
 
In defense of Robin Eschliman’s consideration of reducing the library board’s term in office from 7 to 4 years, during my 
10 years on the City Council I have witnessed several library board members resign during their terms.  Several potential 
board applicants have indicated it might be a better policy to shorten the term to overcome their reluctance to serve 
because they were unsure they could fulfill a 7 year commitment in a voluntary capacity.   
 
Regardless of the term of service, I agree with you that we need to appoint and confirm the most qualified individuals.   
 
Please feel free to share your thoughts on a shorter term, which would still allow “reappointment”.  Again, I emphasize that 
my purpose in shortening the term would be to expand the applicant pool for this important board.  I would in no way be 
opposed to reappointment qualified individuals to subsequent terms. 
 
Thank you for your thoughts. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jon 
 
JON A. CAMP 
Haymarket Square/CH, Ltd. 
200 Haymarket Square 
808 P Street 
P.O. Box 82307 
Lincoln, NE  68501-2307 
  
Office:        402.474.1838 
Fax:           402.474.1838 
Cell:           402.560.1001 
  
Email:  joncamp@lincolnhaymarket.com 
  

" If we all did the things we are capable of doing, we would literally astound 
ourselves." 

- Thomas Alva Edison 

From: Kent and Gail Steen [mailto:steen@neb.rr.com]  
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2009 8:12 AM 
To: council@lincoln.ne.gov 
Subject: library board ordinance 
 



2

Below is an email I received from Councilmember Eschliman.  I am writing in opposition to the change. 
  
The board members were very gracious at the public hearing, and many commented that it was unusual to see 
such a large turn out, that when most of them applied they were either the only applicant or there was only one 
other applicant.  This turn out was clearly an aberration. 
  
I also think it ludicrous to make a change to successful boards simply to avoid "hurt feelings".  If an applicant 
lacks the maturity to understand there may be someone more qualified than them for the position (which is 
exactly what happened to me), I do not support their tenure on the board.  My feeling is that if there is someone 
more qualified than myself for the position, it will only make for a better library. 
  
I think the Council would do well to listen to its boards, rather than assume from a one time application surge 
that there needed to be a change. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Gail Steen 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Kent and Gail Steen [steen@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2009 8:12 AM
To: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: library board ordinance

Below is an email I received from Councilmember Eschliman.  I am writing in opposition to the change. 
  
The board members were very gracious at the public hearing, and many commented that it was unusual to see 
such a large turn out, that when most of them applied they were either the only applicant or there was only one 
other applicant.  This turn out was clearly an aberration. 
  
I also think it ludicrous to make a change to successful boards simply to avoid "hurt feelings".  If an applicant 
lacks the maturity to understand there may be someone more qualified than them for the position (which is 
exactly what happened to me), I do not support their tenure on the board.  My feeling is that if there is someone 
more qualified than myself for the position, it will only make for a better library. 
  
I think the Council would do well to listen to its boards, rather than assume from a one time application surge 
that there needed to be a change. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
Gail Steen 
  
 

From: Robin Eschliman [mailto:robine@neb.rr.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2009 9:57 PM 
To: steen@neb.rr.com 
Subject: Your application to the libarary board last January 

   
I am introducing an ordinance to shorten the libarary board terms from 7 years to 4 years.  Here are my reasons: 
  
1.  So that more people such as yourself have a chance to serve.  We had over a dozen applicants for one position when 
you applied. It is the most popular board position and we usually have some hurt feelings. 
2.  More people usually means more fresh ideas 
3.  Giving more people a chance helps us cultivate ambassadors (and fundraisers!) for a library system that needs to be 
better funded. 
  
I expect the following opposition: 
1.  The current members are not happy that their terms will not be renewed 
2.  It is a working committee and the library director thinks it takes 7 years to learn the job.  I don't think that it takes 7 
years. 
  
Here is the link to the ordinance http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/agenda/2009/050409/a050409.htm  Scroll down to 
item 37; the link should be in place by Friday sometime.  There is a public hearing MONDAY MAY 11 at 1:30 PM and I 
would love it if you could come down to testify in support of my ordinance.  If you cannot come, I would appreciate if you 
would quickly write a letter to the Council.  The third best would be to call and the fourth best would be to send an e-mail.  
Here is the contact info http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/council/members.htm 
 
Robin Eschliman 
City Council 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Robin Eschliman [robine@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2009 6:28 PM
To: tbogenreif@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Library

Tammy, please post Thursday night 
----- Original Message -----  
From: Taft  
To: 'Robin Eschliman'  
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2009 7:47 PM 
Subject: RE: Your application to the library board in January 
 
Thank you for your note and contacting those of us who were former applicants.  I will be out of town for the public 
hearing, but will write a letter to the Council.   
 
The last time was my third try and I likely won’t be submitting another application regardless of the outcome of this – three 
is two times too many.  I felt I had some good leadership and library experience that would have been a benefit to the 
Board, but realize that they had certain credentials and preferences in mind, so I understand.                                      
 
Having served on several state and local boards, I am a strong believer in institutional knowledge balanced with fresh 
minds, so your idea of shortening the board terms has merit as an option to help bring on fresh ideas. In addition, for a 
number of years, I held off applying because I was not certain that I could commit 7 years, and imagine that is the same 
for a number of people who might have applied over the years if the term were shorter. I would expect the former Director 
to think that 7 years are needed, but disappointed to read that the current Director has that same opinion.  Like you, I 
disagree…..and in fact, in my opinion, I believe a new Board member for any organization needs to be pretty much up to 
speed in the first year (and of course, learning is an ongoing process) otherwise their contribution is marginal. 
 
Just have to say that I believe the larger venue for cultivating ambassadors (and fundraisers!) are all of the volunteers 
beyond the Board members, so it’s really good that the library system has such a good volunteer program! 
 
Again, thanks for contacting me. 
 
Patricia (Pat) Taft 
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Taft [taft@binary.net]
Sent: Sunday, May 03, 2009 12:56 PM
To: council@lincoln.ne.gov
Subject: Amending Section 4.20.010

I am writing to you in regards to Item 37 noted on the May 4th City Council agenda i.e. amending section 4.20.010 of the 
Lincoln Municipal Code to shorten the terms of the Library Board for the City of Lincoln.  I am encouraging you to give this 
strong favorable consideration. 
 
Having served on several state and local boards, I am a strong believer in institutional knowledge balanced with fresh 
minds, so reducing to four years would give more people a chance to serve and bring on fresh approach to issues 
and initiatives. In addition, I believe that needing to commit to seven years might curtail applications coming in from 
the very individuals that might best serve this Board.   
 
I believe the proposal, in staggering the initial terms, will help carry over that critical knowledge while the newer members 
come on and become oriented.  
 
Patricia Taft 
Lincoln 
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