
 

IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2009 

I. CITY CLERK 

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL

MAYOR
1. NEWS ADVISORY. Mayor Beutler will join other City Organizations at a news

conference, Thursday, June 25, at 10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers to discuss Uncle
Sam jam 2009 and other Independence Day weekend activities. (Forwarded to Council
Members) 

2. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor welcomes visitors to Lincoln for Independence Day weekend.
Uncle Sam Jam 2009 schedule of events, Lincoln’s Symphony Orchestra presentation and
traffic and parking locations included in release. 

3. Drinking water samples tested for Total Coliform and E. Coli bacteria by the Colilert®
method of analysis.

4. NEWS RELEASE. Open house set for section of Antelope Valley roadway, Monday, June
29, 2009, 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm at 2143 “O” Street. 

5. NEWS ADVISORY. Lincoln Fire and Rescue. Members of the media invited to cover
Friday’s culminating exercise of a national Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) training
course.  

6. Washington Report, June 19, 2009. 

 DIRECTORS    

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City cash report for May, 2009. 

CITY LIBRARIES
1. NEWS RELEASE. Library Board of Trustees vacancy announced.  

PLANNING 
1. Urban Design Committee meeting agenda for July 1, 2009.  

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL COUNCIL
MEMBERS 

JON CAMP
1. Correspondence from Mark Kurtenbach regarding safety and traffic flow on Old Cheny

Road between 70th Street and 84th Street. 
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JONATHAN COOK
1. Request to Greg MacLean, Public Works & Utilities Director - RE: Road at 1st & Fletcher

(RFI#136 - 06/18/09) SEE RESPONSE FROM DENNIS BARTELS, ENGINEERING
SERVICES.

2. Letter from Dave Scheffler asking for the vote in August to be preserving the Lincoln
libraries. 

DOUG EMERY
1. Letter from Dave Scheffler asking for the vote in August to be preserving the Lincoln

libraries.
 
IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL

1. Don and Diane Crouch email stating that money needs to go to infrastructure first, repair
the roads. 

2. Amy Sack email writing on the future and welfare of the American Pitbull Terrier. 
3. Media Release. Community Health Endowment (CHE) announces annual awards.
4. Letter, with attachments, from Lois Hartzell, Vistar Homes, Inc. asking the City of Lincoln

to reduce the amount of impact fees to help relieve the burden of costs on home buyers in
this difficult economy. (Each Council Member received individual letter) 

V. ADJOURNMENT  
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE: June 24,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Mayor Chris Beutler will be joined by representatives from Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra,
Broadcast House, the Lincoln Saltdogs and the UNL Athletic Department to discuss Uncle Sam
Jam 2009 and other upcoming Independence Day weekend activities at a news conference at
10 a.m. Thursday, June 25 in the Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

The Mayor also will make brief comments about his attendance at Friday's meeting of the State
Highway Commission in Nebraska City to discuss the South Beltway project.



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 25, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  David Norris, Citizen Information Center, 441-7547

                       Uncle Sam Jam:      Jerry Shorney, Parks and Recreation, 441-8259
       Barbara Zach, Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra, 476-2211

                                                      Steve Albertsen, Broadcast House, 475-4567   

                 Larry the Cable Guy:  Capt. Bob Kawamoto, Lincoln Police Department, 441-7751
                                                    Scott Opfer, Public Works and Utilities, 441-7851

MAYOR WELCOMES VISITORS TO LINCOLN
FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND

Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler said the City is ready to welcome visitors from throughout the region coming to 
town for the long Independence Day weekend which includes:

• The City's free Uncle Sam Jam at Oak Lake Park Friday, July 3 featuring Lincoln's Symphony 
Orchestra;

• Larry the Cable Guy's comedy show at Memorial Stadium Saturday, July 4; and 
• Lincoln Saltdogs baseball at Haymarket Park on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights.

“Lincoln is the place to spend your Independence Day weekend and we look forward to welcoming our guests 
from throughout the state and region,” said Mayor Beutler. “We hope people have an enjoyable, safe holiday 
weekend full of patriotism and fun for the whole family. We hope our guests will have the time to enjoy all that 
Lincoln has to offer with a variety of dining, shopping and entertainment options.”

For the fourth consecutive year, the Uncle Sam Jam celebration will include a free performance by Lincoln's 
Symphony Orchestra (LSO) beginning at 9:15 p.m.  At 10 p.m., the 22-minute fireworks show will be 
choreographed to the live patriotic music from LSO.

The Mayor thanked the City's partners in the celebration, including LSO, the Lincoln Journal Star and the 
Broadcast House/NRG Media radio stations. The concert will be aired live exclusively on radio stations B107.3 
FM, KLIN 1400AM and 105.3 WOW FM beginning at 9 p.m. At 10 p.m., Froggy 98.1 FM will join the 
broadcast.  Pepsi-Cola is the sponsor for the fireworks, presented again by Zambelli Internationale.

- more -
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Independence Day
June 25, 2009
Page Two

The Uncle Sam Jam concerts kick-off LSO's 83rd season. “We are so grateful to the City for its support of this 
event,” said Barbara Zach, LSO Executive Director. “The positive response from previous Uncle Sam Jam 
concerts has led us to dream even bigger about this year's performance. Last year, we reached an estimated 
30,000 people in the park and through the live broadcasts. It is our hope that having the event on the Friday 
night preceding July 4 will allow people to kick off their holiday weekend in style.”

Zach said LSO enjoys strong support from the community. The Symphony performance is sponsored in part by 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Nebraska, BNSF Foundation, Farmers Mutual Insurance Company of Nebraska, 
Lincoln Parks Foundation, the Nebraska Lottery and Nelnet.  
(The LSO repertoire is attached.)

“It's an absolute honor for the Broadcast House radio stations to team with the City and the Symphony once 
again for Uncle Sam Jam,” said Steve Albertsen, Operations Manager for NRG Media/Broadcast House of 
Lincoln. “To have the ability to entertain everyone gathered in the park, and to showcase the incredible talents 
of the Symphony to our radio listeners right here in Lincoln and a wide surrounding area – that makes the 
evening special for everyone.”  

The City Recreation Division of the Parks and Rec Department will team-up with the Lincoln Jaycees to 
provide family activities and kids games for park patrons.  Among the attractions will be an inflatable slide, 
obstacle course and bounce house provided by All-Star Amusements. The Ashanti Band will perform from 5:30 
to 7 p.m.  (A complete schedule is attached.)

The Larry the Cable Guy show begins at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, July 4 at Memorial Stadium and will include 
fireworks.  Also scheduled is a weekend home series for the Lincoln Saltdogs at Haymarket Park against the 
Wichita Wingnuts. First pitch for the Friday, Saturday and Sunday games is scheduled for 7:05 p.m., 6:05 p.m. 
and 7:05 p.m. respectively, with fireworks displays planned after the games on Saturday and Sunday. At the July 
3 game, LSO Maestro Edward Polochick is scheduled to throw out the first pitch.

In case of inclement weather, Friday's LSO's concert, the radio broadcasts and the fireworks display will be 
rescheduled to Sunday, July 5. No other Uncle Sam Jam events will be rescheduled.  The rain date for the 
Saturday show also is Sunday, July 5.

Helpful Web sites:
• The Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau Web site lists hotels with special rates for the weekend – 

lincoln.org.
• Lincoln Saltdogs - 
• Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra - 
• Uncle Sam Jam - City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: uncle sam jam)
• Parking - lincoln.ne.gov or parkitdowntown.org.
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LINCOLN'S SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Uncle Sam Jam Repertoire

Star-Spangled Banner
Fanfare for the Common Man (Copland)

South Pacific Overture (Rodgers and Hammerstein)
An American Salute (Gould)

Armed Forces Salute (Lowden)
Seventy-six Trombones (Willson, arranged for orchestra by Ricketts)
1812 Overture (Tchaikovsky) Fireworks will begin during this song.

National Emblem March (Bagley)
Hoe-down from Rodeo (Copland)
March from Superman (Williams)

America the Beautiful (arranged for orchestra by Dragon)
There is No Place Like Nebraska
Stars and Stripes Forever (Sousa)

*****************************************************************

UNCLE SAM JAM 2009
Schedule of Events

Food and concessions will be available beginning at 4 p.m. in the main parking lot. The Red Cross will have 
first aid available.

• 4 to 8 p.m. - Family activities and kids games. City-sponsored activities include canoeing, kick ball, 
horseshoes, badminton, volleyball, bocce ball, carnival games, inflatables, bingo, water balloons, three-
legged and gunnysack races, tire throwing and casting contests.  Old fashioned, small town fun in the 
city!

• 4 p.m. - The Ashanti Band performs
• 9:15 p.m. - UNCLE SAM JAM! Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra (LSO) “pre-fireworks” concert 

(Broadcast live on B107.3 FM, KLIN 1400 AM and 105.3 WOW FM)
• 10 p.m. - Fireworks display by Zambelli Internationale (Sponsored by Pepsi-Cola) with live music by 

LSO (Broadcast live on B107.3 FM, Froggy 98.1 FM, 105.3 Wow FM and KLIN 1400 AM)

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:
• Fireworks other than those used in the Zambelli show are prohibited in the park.
• Alcohol is prohibited in the park.
• Swimming is not allowed at Oak Lake. 
• All pets are required to wear a leash in the park.  Residents are discouraged from bringing pets to the 

park during the fireworks display. 

*****************************************************************



TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Uncle Sam Jam, July 3
StarTran will provide free public shuttle bus service from 5 to 11 p.m. between the main entrance at 
Oak Lake Park and these locations:  

• Haymarket Parking Garage, 9th and “Q”
• Gold's bus stop, 11th and “O” 
• County-City complex - northeast corner of 9th and “H” and southeast corner of 9th and “K” 

(free parking in City lot bounded by 9th, 10th, “H” and “G” streets)
• State Fairgrounds lot #9 (west of Devaney, enter off Court Street between 14th and 15th 
• State Fairgrounds lot #6 (west of Devaney, enter off of North Antelope Valley Parkway just 

north of Military Road)

Special $3 event parking is available beginning at 4 p.m. at these garages:
• Haymarket Garage, 9th and “Q” 
• Iron Horse lot, 7th and “Q”
• Que Place Garage, 11th and “Q”
• Market Place Garage, 10th and “Q” 

Handi-Van service is available for eligible individuals, and reservations can be made through the 
normal procedure by calling StarTran at 441-7109.

Larry the Cable Guy show July 4 
Special $4 pre-paid event parking can be purchased through lincoln.ne.gov and parkitdowntown.org. 
for these garages:
• Haymarket Parking Garage, 9th and “Q”
• Market Place Garage, 10th and “Q” 
• Que Place Garage, 11th and “Q”

Online, pre-paid parking will be honored on Sunday, July 5 if the Saturday night Larry the Cable Guy 
show is rained out. On-street meter parking will be free of charge on Saturday, July 5.

The City will offer $5 parking on the day of the show Saturday beginning at 3 p.m. at the following 
garages and lots:
• Que Place - 11th and “Q”
• Market Place - 10th and “Q”
• Haymarket Garage - 9th and “Q” 
• Iron Horse lot - 7th and “Q” 
• 14th and “Q” lot
• 13th and “P” lot
• University Square Garage - 101 N. 14th St.
• Lumber works lot - 711 “O” St.

The Lincoln Police Department (LPD) will have increased enforcement efforts in and around the downtown 
and Haymarket areas focusing on illegal tailgating and liquor violations.  LPD also recommends that fans 
arrive at the stadium by 6 p.m. to avoid traffic congestion.



















OPEN HOUSE SET FOR SECTION OF 
ANTELOPE VALLEY ROADWAY

The public is invited to an open house Monday, June 29 on construction of the Antelope Valley Parkway 
from “P” to Vine streets. The meeting is from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 2143 “O” Street and is sponsored by the 
Joint Antelope Valley Authority (JAVA). 

The project, now under construction, includes a new roadway along 19th Street from “P” Street to “R” 
Street, where the roadway will veer east of the Beadle Center and connect to the intersection of Antelope 
Valley Parkway and Vine Street.

The open house will not include a formal presentation, but those attending will be able to review the 
proposed improvements and discuss the project with representatives from JAVA, the construction 
management team and the contractor.

The meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities. Those requiring additional special 
accommodations are asked to call Parsons Brinckerhoff at 323-6570. More information on the project is 
available on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: Antelope Valley) or by calling Larry Winslow at 
610-2474.

PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 531 Westgate Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68528, 441-7711, fax 441-6576

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 24, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 441-7711
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LINCOLN FIRE AND RESCUE
1801 “Q”Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-8350, fax 441-7098

DATE:  June 25, 2009     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Capt. Rick Klein, Lincoln Fire and Rescue, 430-3897

Members of the media are invited to cover Friday's culminating exercise of a national Urban Search and
Rescue (US&R) training course that has been going on all week in Lincoln.  About 60 participants from
throughout the nation will participate in the exercise, which involves setting up a base camp for their teams
when deployed. Media can cover the event from 10 a.m. to noon June 26 at the north aircraft hangar
(old Goodyear facility) at 4521 N.W. 34th Street. 

Nebraska Task Force 1, the US&R team based at Lincoln Fire and Rescue, has been hosting the National
US&R System Logistics Specialist Course since Monday.  Members of 28 US&R task forces and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency have been preparing for deployment to disasters involving
structure collapse from natural causes as well as terrorist activity.

The training site can be reached by turning east on West Cuming Street off of N.W. 38th.  Parking and the
door to enter the building are near the southeast corner of the building.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
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TRANSPORTATION 
Oberstar outlines vision for surface 
transportation authorization.  Chairman James 
Oberstar (D-MN) of the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) 
Committee this week released a “blueprint” 
for the reauthorization of federal surface 
transportation programs.  This blueprint 
places new emphasis on livable communities 
and mitigating the effects of climate change. 
 
The T&I Committee blueprint would cost 
almost $500 billion over a six-year 
authorization period.  Dubbed simply “The 
Surface Transportation Authorization Act,” 
the future bill would establish specific 
national objectives and performance measures 
for transportation programs.  Transportation-
related goals for improved mobility and 
safety in the plan include a reduction in 
environmental impacts from transportation 
systems, more transportation choices, and 
improved livability and sustainability of 
communities. 
 
Taking a cue from the National Surface 
Transportation Policy and Revenue 
Commission report released last year, the 
T&I Committee blueprint proposes to 
redefine the role of the federal government in 
transportation policy by restructuring, 
consolidating, or terminating over 75 existing 
transportation programs.  Highway funding, 
set at $337.4 billion over six years in the 
proposal, would be consolidated into four 
core categories, including improved 
maintenance, improved safety, increased 
capacity, and reductions in congestion and 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Transit projects, 
funded at $99.8 billion over six years, would 
be consolidated into four similar core 
categories. 
 
Under the proposal, the New Starts and Small 
Starts programs would be simplified greatly 

in order to speed project delivery.  The 
blueprint indicates that a number of 
programmatic steps in the approval processes 
would be eliminated, with a goal to place 
greater emphasis on the benefits to the 
community.  The Federal Transit 
Administration’s current cost-effective index 
would be replaced with a ratings process that 
incorporates economic development, energy 
savings, increased mobility, and congestion 
relief. 
 
Other provisions in the proposal include the 
creation of a National Strategic 
Transportation Plan, requirements that states 
and local governments adopt specific 
performance measures and monitoring in 
their transportation plans, and a new 
requirement that the U.S. Department of 
Transportation place greater emphasis on 
intermodal facilities throughout the planning 
process.  To meet these new requirements, 
state and metropolitan regions would have to 
develop strategies to meet the proposed 
emission reduction targets, and given the 
significant role played by transit in emission 
reductions, public transportation projects will 
be a key element in the state and metropolitan 
transportation planning process. 
 
Of particular note, the T&I Committee 
proposal would provide $50 billion for a 
Metropolitan Mobility program, designed to 
address congestion in and around the Nation’s 
largest metropolitan areas.  In addition, $50 
billion would be provided to develop 11 
corridors nationwide designated as high-
speed rail corridors, in order to link major 
metropolitan regions and encourage 
intermodal development. 
 
The T&I Committee blueprint also includes a 
provision to create a national infrastructure 
bank that would be funded with $100 billion 
of general fund revenue.  This infrastructure 
bank would provide the funds to complete 
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large capital infrastructure projects that 
have significant national or regional 
economic benefits.  Highway, transit, rail, 
and intermodal freight projects would all 
be eligible for funding from the bank.  The 
bank would provide grants and credit 
assistance, including secured loans, loan 
guarantees, and stand-by lines of credit. 
 
The Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement program (CMAQ) is retained 
in the blueprint, but would undergo 
significant restructuring.  The CMAQ 
program provides funds to states and 
metropolitan areas for projects that help 
reduce congestion and transportation-
related emissions in areas that fail to meet 
certain requirements of the Clean Air Act.  
Under the blueprint, CMAQ would be 
designated as one of the four core 
categories for formula funding.  Notably, 
the blueprint would require sub-allocation 
of state CMAQ funds to large metropolitan 
areas and remove the requirement that 
priority be given to diesel retrofit projects. 
 
The next step for the Committee is to draft 
legislative language and consider the bill in 
a committee markup, which Oberstar 
insists will take place June 24 or 25 and 
would like to complete floor action prior to 
the August congressional recess.  A copy 
of the T&I Committee Blueprint is 
available here: 
http://www.capitaledge.com/blueprint.pdf 
 
The T&I Committee blueprint places the 
Committee at odds with the White House, 
which this week proposed an 18-month 
extension of the 2005 SAFETEA-LU law 
in order to provide some time to better 
examine major changes to federal 
transportation programs and find a suitable 
funding mechanism (something that was 
missing from the T&I blueprint).  
Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-CA) of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee supports such a proposal as 
well. 
 
Transit operating assistance included in 
war supplemental.  The conference report 
accompanying the $100 billion 
supplemental appropriations bill (HR 
2346), which was approved by both 
chambers of Congress this week, includes 
a provision that would allow transit 
agencies to use up to 10 percent of their 
Recovery Act funding for operating costs.  
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This provision would apply only to the 
funds received from the stimulus 
legislation (American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, or ARRA), which 
provided $8.4 billion for transit capital 
expenses. 
 
Under current law, agencies serving 
populations greater than 200,000 are 
prohibited from using federal funding for 
operating expenses.  Faced with severe 
budget shortfalls despite record ridership 
levels, transit operators across the nation 
are contemplating fare increases, 
reductions in personnel, or eliminating 
some services to make up the shortfall. 
 
BUDGET 
FY 2010 appropriations remain on track.  
The House and Senate made progress 
this week towards the goal of enacting 
all 12 FY 2010 appropriations bills 
before the beginning of the fiscal year in 
October.  The congressional leadership 
wants to complete the appropriations 
process on time, an elusive goal in recent 
years, as part of their efforts to show 
voters that enlarged Democratic 
majorities in the House and Senate can 
produce results. 
 
After a day of raucous debate that set a 
modern day record for roll call votes 
(53), the House passed its first FY 2010 
appropriation bill by a vote of 259-157.  
Despite the marathon debate on the 
measure (HR 2847), which would fund 
the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice and independent science 
agencies, the bill approved by the House 
is nearly identical to the one approved 
last week by the Appropriations 
Committee.  The debate and ensuing 
cavalcade of roll call votes were the 
result of a procedural dispute between 
the Democratic and Republican 
leadership over how many amendments 
should be allowed as FY 2010 
appropriations bills reach the floor.   
 
In addition to floor action, the House 
Appropriations Committee completed 
work on another four FY 2010 
appropriations bills this week: 
Agriculture (unnumbered), Interior and 
Environment (unnumbered), Legislative 
Branch (HR 2918) and Homeland 
Security (HR 2892).  The full House is 
scheduled to consider all three bills next 

week.  In addition, Appropriations 
Committee subcommittees completed 
work on the Military Construction and 
Veterans Affairs (unnumbered) and State 
and Foreign Operations (unnumbered) 
measures, both of which the full 
Appropriations Committee will consider 
next week.  Also on tap for next week is 
subcommittee consideration of the 
Energy and Water and Financial 
Services bills. 
 
In addition to approving its individual 
subcommittee allocations, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee approved the 
Homeland Security (S 1298) and 
Legislative Branch (S 1294) bills this 
week.  Next week, Committee members 
are scheduled to consider the 
Commerce-Justice-Science and Interior 
and Environment measures at the 
subcommittee and full Appropriations 
Committee level. 
 
However, as is almost always the case 
with the upper house, the pace of floor 
consideration of appropriations bills in 
the Senate will lag behind that of the 
House.  Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV) has set aside floor time 
next week for consideration of the 
Homeland Security bill.  However, Reid 
has yet to schedule time for any other 
appropriations bills.  The focus on health 
care and on confirmation hearings for 
Supreme Court nominee Sonia 
Sotomayor and the Senate’s history of 
lengthy debate means that the Senate 
remains the biggest obstacle to the 
leadership’s ambitious goal to complete 
the FY 2010 appropriations process prior 
to the start of FY 2010 on October 1. 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY 
FY 2010 DHS spending clears Senate 
committee.  The Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its version of a FY 
2010 budget for the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) this week.  
Overall, the panel provided $42.9 billion 
in discretionary funding to the agency, 
an increase of approximately $2.9 billion 
over FY 2009 levels, excluding funds 
provided in the stimulus bill. 
 
Committee recommendations for 
selected programs, with differences from 
FY 2009 levels (not including stimulus) 
and levels approved last week by the 



 

House Appropriations Committee in 
parentheses: 
 
• $950 million for the State Homeland 

Security Grant Program (same as FY 
2009, same as House) 

• $887 million for the Urban Area 
Security Initiative (+$49.5m, same as 
House) 

• $356 million for rail and transit 
security (-$44m, +$106m over House) 

• $350 million for port security (-$50m, 
+$100m over House) 

• $380 million for Assistance to 
Firefighter Grants (-$185m, same as 
House) 

• $420 million for SAFER firefighter 
hiring grants (+$210m, same as 
House) 

• $120 million for the FEMA Pre-
Disaster Mitigation Grants (+$30m, 
+$20m over House) 

 
The Senate is tentatively scheduled to 
consider the FY 2010 Department of 
Homeland Security appropriations bill on 
the floor next week.  The House is also 
scheduled to consider its version on the 
floor next week.  At this point, the 
differences between the two measures 
appear to be minor, and the bill is on pace 
to be the first of the FY 2010 
appropriations bills to reach President 
Obama’s desk. 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
Senate committee approves Clean Water 
Act amendments, but future of bill is 
unclear.  The Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee approved 
legislation (S 787) this week designed to 
expand the jurisdiction of the Clean Water 
Act. 
 
The “Clean Water Restoration Act” would 
amend the Clean Water Act by changing 
the scope of its jurisdiction from 
“navigable waters” to “waters of the 
United States.”  Supporters of the change 
maintain that the original intent of the Act 
was to protect all waters, including non-
navigable wetlands.  However, U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions in 2001 and 2006 
interpreted the Clean Water Act to exclude 
channels in which water flows 
intermittently or that periodically provide 
drainage for rainfall. 
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Opponents of the legislation, which 
includes the National Association of 
Counties, argue that such broad-based 
changes will result in over-regulation, 
and that the Clean Water Act would have 
jurisdiction over areas such as ditches, 
pipes, streets, gutters, manmade ponds, 
drainage features, desert washes, local 
mosquito and fire abatement 
prohibitions, and home rain gutters.  
Neither the National League of Cities 
nor the U.S. Conference of Mayors has 
taken a position on the measure. 
 
During consideration of the bill, 
Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and Amy 
Klobuchar (D-MN) successfully offered 
a “compromise” amendment that would 
reportedly clarify the definition of a 
body of water and would exempt 
wastewater treatment plants and 
converted croplands from the law. 
 
However, the compromise amendment 
did little to appease committee 
Republicans, who unanimously voted 
against the measure.  Senator Mike 
Crapo (R-ID) immediately announced 
his intention to place a “hold” on the bill 
prior to its floor consideration, a tactic 
that is essentially a threat of a filibuster 
and forces supporters to come up with 60 
votes for approval. 
 
The House has yet to consider its version 
of the Clean Water Restoration Act, but 
Chairman Jim Oberstar (D-MN) of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee has indicated that it is a 
priority of his committee and has 
supported legislation similar to S 787 in 
the past. 
 
WATER RESOURCES 
House chemical security bill would 
cover local drinking water facilities.  In a 
hastily scheduled markup this week, the 
House Homeland Security Committee 
approved legislation (HR 2868) designed 
to give the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS) authority to regulate 
security at chemical facilities. 
 
Most local drinking water systems 
would be considered a covered chemical 
facility in the bill, given the large 
amounts of chlorine that such agencies 
typically have on hand.  Local 
government organizations have been 

urging Congress to place drinking water 
facilities under the jurisdiction of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
as opposed to DHS.  Currently, EPA 
receives threat vulnerability assessments 
from drinking water agencies and there 
is concern that such assessments could 
be compromised if they are housed at 
two agencies. 
 
In addition, local drinking water 
agencies are concerned with language in 
the bill that would require chemical 
facilities to assess methods that would 
reduce the consequences of a terrorist 
attack, including the implementation of 
“inherently safer technologies.”  In the 
case of water agencies, this would mean 
potentially expensive – and in some 
cases not proven -- alternatives to the use 
of chlorine. 
 
There has been no date scheduled for 
floor consideration of the bill. While 
there is no Senate companion to date, 
that chamber has struggled with the 
matter for several years without being 
able to reach consensus. 
 
STIMULUS WATCH 
Weekly update on stimulus activities. 
 
Department of Commerce 
The National Institute of Standards and 
Technology released a report that 
proposes priorities for developing 
technical standards and architecture for 
the Smart Grid funded in ARRA. 
http://www.nist.gov/smartgrid/InterimS
martGridRoadmapNISTRestructure.pdf. 
 
Department of Energy 
Announced more than $453 million in 
Weatherization Assistance Program 
funding to expand programs in 15 
states. This is the second of a three-step 
allocation process used for the WAP 
funding allocations: 
http://www.energy.gov/news2009/7473.
htm.  
 
Western states clean energy and green 
jobs funding from DOE: 
http://www.energy.gov/news2009/7462.
htm. 
 
 
 
 



 

Department of Health and Human 
Services 
The Administration for Children and 
Families (ACF) is accepting applications 
for the Strengthening Communities Fund - 
State, Local, and Tribal Government 
Capacity Building Program. The purpose 
of the program is to build the capacity of 
government offices that provide outreach 
to faith-based and community-based 
organizations and to assist nonprofit 
organizations in addressing the broad 
economic recovery issues present in their 
communities. A total of $12 million is 
available for 48 awards and the deadline 
for applications is July 7, 2009. 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/grants/open/HHS-
2009-ACF-OCS-SN-0092.html. 
 
The Health Information Technology (HIT) 
Policy Committee met to begin the process 
of defining “meaningful use” of electronic 
health records (EHRs).  A public comment 
period on the HIT Policy Committee 
recommendations will be open through the 
close of business on Friday, June 26, 2009. 
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2009pres/0
6/20090616a.html. 
 
Department of Transportation 
The DOT published a revised notice of 
funding availability for the $1.5 billion 
TIGER Discretionary Grant Program. The 
revised notice announces funding 
availability, project selection criteria, 
application requirements, and the deadline 
for submitting applications, which is 
September 15, 2009: 
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-
14262.pdf. 
 
DOT guidelines to states for receiving 
High-Speed Rail Corridor funding: 
http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2009/dot8109.h
tm.  
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GRANTS & NOTICES 
 
The White House 
President Barack Obama announced the 
“United We Serve” program to promote 
volunteer service this summer. A focus 
is being placed on health care, energy 
independence, education and community 
and economic renewal: 
www.serve.gov 
 
Environmental Protection Agency 
EPA announced the availability of $10 
million in Climate Showcase 
Communities grants to establish and 
implement climate change initiatives that 
will help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. A 50 percent cost-share is 
required for the program and the 
deadline for applications is July 22, 
2009. 
http://epa.gov/air/grants/09-08.pdf.  
 
  
  
  

  













URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE  

Notice is hereby given that the URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE will hold a meeting on Wednesday, 
July 1 at 3:00 p.m., County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, in the Mayor's 
Conference Room on the 2nd Floor. For more information, please contact the Lincoln City/Lancaster 
County Planning Department, 441-7491.  

AGENDA 
July 1, 2009 

1. Approval of meeting notes of June 3, 2009.  
2. Review of Little Saigon redevelopment project, N. 26th and W Streets  
3. Update on Streetscape enhancements on South 48th Street/College View business area  
4. Staff Report: Lewis Ballfield Landscaping, etc.  
5. Miscellaneous  

 History List 

  
City of Lincoln  
Planning 

Urban Design Committee Agenda  
  

Page 1 of 1InterLinc: Planning : Urban Design Committee Agenda

06/25/2009http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/udc/agenda/090701.htm
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Don & Diane Crouch [dcrouch1@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Friday, June 19, 2009 1:27 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: streets

I have responded in every survey that money needs to go to infrastructure first. Streets are part of that. Our streets are in 
horrible shape. Start with O street from 84th to 72nd or Holdrege from 84th to 72nd. Why can’t these be 
repaired/resurfaced???? 
 



1

Tammy J. Grammer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Monday, June 22, 2009 10:49 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Amy Sack 
Address:  2424 Ryons Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68510 
 
Phone:    4025703225 
Fax:       
Email:    caredayquest@windstream.net 
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear Council Members: 
 
I am writting to you with great concern for the future and welfare of the Amercan Pitbull 
Terrier.  Just a year ago, my only knowledge of this breed of dog was what I had heard from 
the media.  Things that came to mind were Micael Vick, Dog fighting, dog attacks, and a 
volital temperment.  Something dangerous and frightening.  Since that time, I have learned 
that these ideas are forged in ignorance, propigated by the ill informed.   
In November of 2008, our family decided to take the plunge and get our first dog.  With not 
much knowledge of dogs, but a heart for animals in need, we frequented the Capital Humane 
Society until we found a cute little puppy we fell in love with.  We adopted the most 
wonderful girl.  A sweetheart who we were told was a "shepard bulldog mix."  We named her 
Penny and took her to her first visit to the veterinarian who informed us that she was in 
fact a Pitbull.  We were concerned.  We have two children who are three and five years of 
age.  So we began researching everything we could about the breed.  Was she destined to 
become a ferocious man eater who would tear our children to shreds? 
What I learned turned me into an advocate for this much maligned breed.  Not only are they 
frequently the target of serious crimes and abuse/neglect by individuals of ill repute, but 
now also they are targeted by those who should be protecting them.  People like you.  Just a 
simple "google" regarding breed specific legilation will educate on the failures and just 
plain wrong of this sort of policy.  These dogs are no different than any other, only wanting 
to please their owners.  If any legislation must be considered regarding dogs, it should 
target dog owners who do not do enough to prevent accidents.  A fearful dog is a dog who 
bites.  This is easily prevetable through proper training, teqniques and prevention.  Penny 
has been through several obedience classes and is well socialized and trained, just as any 
pitbull can be.  Sadly, she is now 9 months old and was diagnosed with severe hip dysplasia, 
requiring major surgery.  We have been so frustrated in the stereotypes and discrimination 
she faces that we are going ahead with her surgery July 1st in spite of what legislation may 
come in the city.  Any city who would'nt want penny is a city we wouldnt want to live in.  
Please help protect innocent pets like Penny. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amy Sack 
Concerned Citizen  
 















  ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
      MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2009       

I. CITY CLERK  - None

II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS TO COUNCIL -

MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of June 27
through July 3, 2009 - Schedule subject to change.        

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: New Web Sites Offer Information In Multiple
Languages.

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: State Approves Funding For Trail Project.  

DIRECTORS - None

III. COUNCIL RFI’S & CITIZENS CORRESPONDENCE TO INDIVIDUAL
COUNCIL MEMBERS -    None  

IV. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS TO COUNCIL -

1. E-Mail from Tom Shriner - RE: Item #17, 09-87, Comp. Plan Conformance
09006. 

daadd062909/tjg    



N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

Mayor Beutler's Public Schedule
Week of June 27 through July 3, 2009

Schedule subject to change

DATE: June 26,  2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Sunday, June 28

Tuesday, June 30

Thursday, July 2

Friday, July 3 - CITY OFFICES CLOSED - INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY 

•Trail Trek kickoff and dedication of  North 27th Street Bridge and Mopac West Trail - The Mayor will
ride a bike from the 9 a.m. Trail Trek start at Oak Lake Park, 1st and Charleston, to the 9:15 a.m.
dedication at 27th and “Y” streets.

Budget news conference - 1 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

KFOR - 7:45 a.m.

Uncle Sam Jam 2009 featuring Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra - 9:15 p.m. concert, 
10 p.m. Zambelli fireworks display, Oak Lake Park (activities begin at 4 p.m.)

Budget news conference - 10 a.m., City Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.
KLKN interview on City's 4th of July activities - 11:50 a.m., 3240 S. 10th St.
Budget briefing for media (information embargoed until Sunday, July 5) - 1 p.m., Mayor's Conference Room



The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights (LCHR) and the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) have launched new Web sites providing information on civil rights issues in a 
variety of languages:  
*      At lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: rights), LCHR has anti-discrimination and informational                 
brochures available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese and Arabic.

*      HUD's Limited English Proficiency Web site (hud.gov/offices/fheo/promotingfh/lep.cfm)           
provides free information in English and 12 different languages: Amharic, Arabic,                         
Armenian, Cambodian, Chinese, Farsi, French, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, Tagalog and            
Vietnamese.

“Our new Web site gives us a more cost-effective way to share information and updates with Lincoln's 
diverse and growing community,” said Larry Williams, LCHR Executive Director and City Equal 
Opportunity Officer. “An attractive and helpful Web site is just one more way that LCHR remains 
accountable to the people of Lincoln.”

 “Not only does the new Web site make our process more efficient, but it is also empowering,” said 
Margie Kniep, an LCHR civil rights investigator. “The best part of using these technologies and media in 
the area of civil rights is the ability to further empower the people of Lincoln.”

LCHR is the primary City agency responsible for the resolution of discrimination complaints brought by 
individuals and serves as the civil rights law enforcement agency for Lincoln. The Commission also 
provides diversity education, conducts outreach, and offers technical assistance in order to foster more 
inclusive community relations.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
Lincoln Comm. on Human Rights, 440 S. 8th St., Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7625, fax 441-6937

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 26, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Larry Williams, LCHR, 441-7624

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

NEW WEB SITES OFFER INFORMATION IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES

- 30 -



The City has received approval from the State for $301,600 in funding for the Cavett Connector Trail project in 
south Lincoln.  The project will connect the Tierra/Williamsburg Trail that ends near San Mateo Dr. with the 
Yankee Hill Trail near 34th and Yankee Hill Rd. It also includes a connection to Cavett Elementary.  The 
Tierra/Williamsburg trail now connects to the SouthPointe Trail as well as the Rock Island and Boosalis Trails. 

The funding is from the Transportation Enhancement Program administered by the State Department of Roads.  
The projected cost of the project is $377,000, with the remaining $75,400 coming from City impact fees. 
Construction is expected to begin in 2010.

PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
2740 “A” Street, Lincoln, NE 68502, 441-7847, fax 441-7609

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 29, 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Terry Genrich, Parks and Recreation, 441-7939

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

STATE APPROVES FUNDING FOR TRAIL PROJECT

- 30 -
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Tammy J. Grammer

From: Tom Shriner [tom@ssh-arch.com]
Sent: Thursday, June 25, 2009 4:28 PM
To: Tammy J. Grammer
Subject: Comp. Plan Conformance 09006   

RE: 
 
ORDINANCES - 1ST READING & RELATED RESOLUTIONS (as required) 
 
17)  09-87     Comp. Plan Conformance 09006   Declaring 
               approximately 21,300 sq. ft. of property 
               generally located northwest of North 23rd 
               Street and Q Street as surplus property and 
               authorizing the sale thereof. 
 
 
I find it amazing that for the City to sell a 10 year old pickup truck with a broken windshield we have a public auction 
that has been advertized to the public, yet to sell prime real‐estate in the Antelope Valley  it is negotiated behind closed 
doors not allowing private developers to a chance to bid.  
 
Tom Shriner 
1501 North 57th 
Lincoln NE  
402‐430‐2386 
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